
€•‚ƒ„… PDF †‡ˆ‰… Š‹Œ•Ž Ž•• ‘ƒ’“” •–—˜—™/™—/™™ †ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ  ¡ †ˆ“¢›„ž•£Ž ‚¤ƒ‰Œ•Ž ¥Ÿ
: •ƒ„•Ž ¦…Ž›•Ž ›•§ ¨“›„“£Ž ©‹§ ª«¬­• †®ƒ„Ÿ ¯°±•Ž Ž•• ¥Ÿ †ˆ“¢›„ž•£Ž †²±³•Ž

http://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100000000239.0x000166
.†•µ¶±… ƒ¶„´•ƒœŸ¢ ƒ•›ˆ•ž– †ˆ“ƒžŸ·… ¸Œ±– †ˆ•ƒ§ †š¹… ‚µº¢ »µ‰“¢ †ˆ¡ƒ¼” ½ƒŸµ‹´Ÿ ©‹§ †ˆ“¢›„ž•£Ž †²±³•Ž ¾µ„¿–

"€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™)"

¹³¶•Ž À„žŸ ¥Ÿ ½«°Á¢ †ºƒÂ ÃŽ‚¢Ä :†ˆ“ƒœ•›••Ž †•„žŒ•Ž †ž•ƒŒ•Ž †±ÁÅŒ•Ž

IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

(¾¤«ˆŸ) ™È—È €•‚Žµ„•Ž /€•‚ƒ„•Ž

†ˆ³ˆ–­•Ž  ¡ †•Éˆ‹°“£Ž †…ƒ„ž•Ž †‡•

(†š‚¢ ™ Ÿ°‹¹ )™ÈÊ ¯ž’•Ž¢ •°¿•Ž

†®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ ›’³•Ž Ì®

šš›œ—•• ••ž Ÿ ¡

†§µŒ°Ÿ ¥Ÿ ŽÍ¹®Ž¢ ™È—È Îœ±ÏÄ  ¡ Ð¹³•  ¡ ÐŽ›ˆœ•Ž Ñ‚ŽÒ¢ Ó–›’“¢ Ó–¹§Ä ¾••Ž ¹‹°Œ•Ž Ž•• ¯ÔŒ•
¦Á¢ †Õœ³Ÿ È †Õœ³Œ•Ž ¯Œ’– .ÃŽ›´•Ž  ¡  “ƒœ•›••Ž Öˆ°•Ž ½ŽµÕ• ½‚¹º ½Ž¹‹°Ÿ Ñ›’§ ¥Ÿ †“µžŸ

†ˆ´ˆ•œ•Ž ƒˆ¡Ž›‡°•Ž¢ †ˆÁƒˆ±•Ž ƒˆ¡Ž›‡°•Ž¢ Ðƒž±•Ž¢ €•‚ƒ„•Ž ¥§ ×µ‰¡ ©•” •Ø±ÕÙŸ ¹‹°Œ•Ž¢ Ðƒ„Á¤›Ú
©‹§ ¹‹°Œ•Ž ¾µ„¿• ƒŒÚ .†Ÿƒ¶•Ž ½ƒˆ‰²’•Ž¢ ÐŽ›ˆœ•Ž¢ ¯Ûƒ•Õ•Ž¢ ¤‚ŽµŒ•Ž¢ ½­ƒ‰–­Ž¢ Üƒ³Œ•Ž¢

Ýµ„¿Ÿ ÉÚ›• .È †Õœ³Œ‹• ¥Þˆ„œ•›Â ©•” †¡ƒ¼£ƒ… ß†Œ¶Ÿ †•¤›Ú ½Ž¹‹…¢ Ð¹Œ• ¦ÛŽ›²•Ž ¥Ÿ ¹•¹´•Ž
½ƒˆÛƒ‰®” ¥Œà„• Ó“·¡  •ƒ„•ƒ…¢ †•›ž±´•Ž ½Ž¹®µ‹• †•±³•ƒ… †ˆŒ•áŽ ½Žâ ½ƒŸµ‹´Œ•Ž ©‹§ ×µ‰Ë•Ž

.†Õœ³Œ•Ž  ¡ †ˆÚ›„•Ž ½ŽµÕ•Ž¢ ¥ˆˆ‹ºáŽ Ðƒž±•Ž ¥Ÿ ¯ž• †•›ž±´•Ž †•É•ƒ°•Ž ¥§ †ˆ‹ˆ‰Ë–

ã«‡•Ž †¿Ëº



(¢‰£/¤) [¥¦•¦§] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

nler, upon obtaining should forward 
dosed envelove. to 

: •f' will be refunded. 
All persons are hereby warned that the unauthorized retention 

or destruction of this document is an offence against the Official 
Secrets Acts, 1911-1920. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Attention is directed to the penalties attached to any 
infringement of the Official Secrets Acts. 

MILITARY REPORT 

IRAQ, 

CENTRAL KURDISTAN 

Promulgated for the information and guidance of all concerned 

By Command of the Air Council 

AIR MINISTRY, 
Issued August, 1929 

™ †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000002 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¨) [¥©ª«] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

— †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000003 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¢) [¬ª­] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

Ê †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000004 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/£) [Š®•¡] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

æ †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000005 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¯) [°§±] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

ç †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000006 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/²) [›˜³] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

è †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000007 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/´) [¥ª«•„-¥¦•¦§] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

m 

é †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000008 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/µ) [ˆ¨] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

ê †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000009 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/‰) [¶¨] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

Att 

È †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00000a :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¤·) [ˆ¢] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

© 

C.D. 63. 

Copy No. 528 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

Attention is directed to the penalties attached to any 
infringement of the Official Secrets Acts. 

MILITARY REPORT 
ON 

TRAQ, 

(Area 9) 

CENTRAL KURDISTAN. 

Promulgated for the information and guidance of all concerned. 

By Command of the Air Council. 

V 
u 

AIR MINISTRY, 
Issued August, 1929. 

™˜ †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00000b :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¤¤) [¶¢] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

-.p-pps'.;- 

™™ †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00000c :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¤¨) [ˆ£] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

3 

MILITARY REPORT ON ’IRAQ. 

Area 1.—Northern Jazirah . . 
(Published.) 

Area 2.—Euphrates .. 
(Published.) 

Area 3.—Tigris 
(In preparation.) 

Area 4.—Euphrates . . 
(In preparation.) 

Area 5.—Tigris 
(In preparation.) 

Area 6 .—Euphrates . . 
(Published.) 

Area 7.—Tigris 
(Published.) 

Rakka on the Euphrates to Mosul on the 
Tigris (both exclusive). 

Rakka to Fallujah (both inclusive). 

Mosul (inclusive) to Baghdad (exclusive). 

Fallujah (exclusive) to Darraji (inclusive). 

Baghdad to Kut-al-Amarah (both inclusive) 
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CENTRAL KURDISTAN 

(Area 9). 

BOUNDARIES. 
North. The northern boundary of Central Kurdistan runs from the 

Batman-Tigris junction along the Batman River prolongated via Bitlis to Surp on Lake Van, thence along the southern shore of that lake to Van, from where it follows the line Khoshab-Kiratu to the Turco-Persian frontier. 
East. The eastern boundary follows the Turco-Persian frontier in a 

southerly direction to where it is cut by the Barasgird River. 
South. The southern boundary is formed by the Barasgird River and the Greater Zab between the Barasgird-Zab junction and the Tigris. 
West.—The western boundary follows the left bank of the Tigris between the Greater Zab and the Batman River. 
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PREFACE. 

This report replaces the provisional edition of Military Report 
on Mesopotamia (Area 9), Central Kurdistan, which was published 
by the Government Monotype Press at Simla in 1920. 

The major part of the area covered by this report lies within 
the Turkish Empire. Since the outbreak of the Great War very 
few Europeans have been permitted to visit any part of Turkish 
Central Kurdistan, and they are still prevented from doing so. 

In view of this fact and the mass of other restrictions, which 
the Turks have designed in recent years to prevent the acquisition 
of information normally available in other countries, it will be 
appreciated that much of the subject matter relating to Turkish 
Central Kurdistan will inevitably be sketchy, and in some cases 
out of date. Naturally, however, every endeavour has been 
made to supply detailed and up to date information in this respect. 

The maps quoted throughout this report are varied, but the 
best available for any particular district. North of the Turco- 
Traq frontier practically no post-war survey has been done, and 
the maps, in many cases mere compilation of indifferent material, 
are therefore inaccurate. The series used in this volume are— 

Indian Degree Sheets (1' = 4 miles), e.g., ID Rowanduz. 
War Office Degree Sheets (1" — 3-95 miles), e.g., J.38/M 

Jazirat-ibn-Omar. 
Maunsell’s Sheets (1" = 3-95 miles), e.g., Mhunsell No. 26. 
’Iraq Survey Sheets (1" = 2 miles), e.g:, No. 137/K/S.W. 

and S.E. 
It will be appreciated if any errors and omissions will be freely 

notified to the Air Ministry, Adastral House, Kingsway, London. 

Air Staff (Intelligence), 
British Forces in ’Iraq. 

January, 1929. 
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CHAPTER I 

HISTORY. 

General. 
Towards the middle of the 19th century the Ottoman Government 

—— †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000017 :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¨¢) [¶‰] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

14 

to Hamadan. Here they were taken in hand by the British 
authorities and sent on to Baqubah, where a refugee camp was 
prepared for them. 

On the victory of the Allies in 1918 there were thus two distinct 
problems to be considered in connection with the Christians, both 
concerned almost solely with Central and Northern Kurdistan : 
firstly, what reparation could be made to the Armenians ; and, 
secondly, what measures could be taken to repatriate the 
Assyrians. The Armenians embarrassed the issue of the first 
question by talking openly of their high hopes for the formation 
of an Armenian state comprising an area variously defined, but 
not infrequently including the six Anatolian Vilayets in which 
Armenians are or were, previous to 1915, to be found, viz., Sivas, 
Erzerum, Kharput, Diarbekr, Bitlis and Van. The Kurds, who 
are in overwhelming majority in these districts, took alarm, and 
the strong nationalist sentiments which already existed among them were enhanced by the fear that the Western Powers contemplated 
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During the first week in April, Captain Pearson, Assistant Political 
Officer, Zakho, proceeded on a visit to this tribe to restore order 
and to make arrangements for the safety of the Christians in the 
future. While actually in the company of certain of the Goyan 
chiefs he was treacherously ambushed and murdered on the 
march under circumstances which left little doubt as to the 
complicity of his companions. 

Although the necessity for drastic and immediate actiop was 
apparent, military operations were precluded by the difficulties 
of the country, the lack of supplies, and the fact that the Goyan 
habitat was beyond our administrative frontier. The incident 
was interpreted as a test of the vigour of the British Government, 
and our failure to mete out condign punishment on the tribe 
involved soon resulted in the spread of unrest, the attack on a 
gendarmerie post, and the ambushing of a military convoy. The 
Goyan and other tribes of the neighbourhood began to assume 
a defiant attitude. That the tribes recognised our military disabilities 
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Christian villages of the Amadia district were systematically 
raided, and crops and sheep were everywhere destroyed and 
lifted. The Goyan, who were responsible for the murder of 
Captain Pearson, and the Guli took part in the rising with the 
Barwari tribes of Amadia, but when the British punitive column 
approached the town, the murderers fled to Goyan territory. Our 
troops drove the Upper Barwari tribes from the mountains north 
of the town, and then turned their attention to the Guli and the 
Goyan. 

Operations were concluded in September, and though the 
tribesmen had eluded us in the mountains, we had succeeded in 
inspiring them with a wholesome fear and a conviction that the 
rising had been a mistake, and that they had been beaten on their 
own ground. By October all sections, and, with a few exceptions, all the leading offenders, had tendered their submission. They were dealt with leniently, the punishment meted out by the 
troops having been sufficient. Having appointed our own 
nominees to Amadia and Barwari, and having provided them 
with means to maintain their position, the troops withdrew in 
December to Dohuk, half-way between Mosul and Amadia. 

The border then remained superficially quiet, but it was 
evident that underlying this attitude there was a general spirit of unrest. 

In October, Mr. Bill, I.C.S., who had succeeded Colonel 
Leachman as Political Officer, Mosul, proceeded on a tour of the 
Aqra district, to which an Assistant Political Officer had been 
appointed soon after the armistice. 

The mountains north of Aqra are the home of the Zibar 
Kurds, while on the left bank of the Greater Zab are the territories 
of the Shaikh of Barzan. The latter and Paris Agha, the chief 
of the Zibaris, are mutually hostile on account of assistance given to the Turks by Paris to capture Shaikh Abdul Salim, the 
predecessor of the present Shaikh Ahmad. Abdul Salim was 
afterwards hanged in Mosul. 

The attempt to hold the balance between these two resulted 
in the hostility of both to government, and they provided a fertile field for Turkish propaganda, skilfully worked by Haider Bey, an ex-Governor of Van. By his agency the quarrel between Zibar and Barzan was temporarily laid aside. 

On his arrival in Aqra, Mr. Bill was obliged to levy a fine on 
Paris Agha for having sniped at our gendarmes. Another Zibar 
chief, Babekr Agha, who was on friendly terms with Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan, was also implicated. These two malcontents, enraged at being so summarily dealt with, communicated with Shaikh 
Afimad, who sent his younger brother and 20 men to the assistance of the Zibaris. These, with Paris Agha and Babekr Agha altogether about 100 men, ambushed Mr. Bill and Captain Scott near Bira Kapra in November, 1919, and shot them 
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Aqra was then attacked and looted, but the tribesmen 
quarrelled over the loot, and the Barzanis returned home. Offers 
of assistance having been received from a number of neighbouring 
tribes, the A.P.O. from Batas entered Aqra on the 9th November, 
to be well received by the townspeople, who were not a party to 
the activities of the Zibar chiefs. 

A punitive column was then sent to the valley of the Greater 
Zab. The villagers, who stood in great fear of their Aghas, flew white flags, and appeared to welcome the protection of the 
troops. The houses of the Zibar chieftains were destroyed, after 
which the column crossed the Zab and dealt with Barzan. The 
rebels were unable to rouse the tribes, largely owing to the loyalty of Qadir Agha of Shush, who, although belonging to the Zibar 
tribe, had severed his connection with it. Paris Agha and 
Babekr Agha of Zibar, Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan and his brother 
escaped to the mountains and were outlawed. The Amadia tribes 
remained quiet, and Saiyid Taha of Shemsdinan refused to listen 
to the suggestion of the Turkish Qaimaqam of Neri, that he and 
Sutu Agha of Oramar should send assistance to the rebels. 

On the conclusion of operations, the administrative frontier 
was drawn in to Aqra, and no attempt was made to hold the 
country between that town and the Zab. By the end of the year, 
therefore, we had withdrawn our control from the mountains of 
Kurdistan. From Rowanduz the outpost of Government had 
been withdrawn to Batas ; thence the line ran to Aqra and Dohuk, 
leaving Amadia and Zibar outside the zone. 

The year was not to close without further trouble, for scarcely a month later Shaikh Ubaidullah of the Surchi, a tribe living 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Aqra, began intriguing with 
Paris Agha and Shaikh Ahmad for a reduplication of the former 
coup. Aeroplane action against the Zibar in January, 1920, 
compelled the retirement of Paris Agha to his own lands, but 
Shaikh Ubaidullah remained obdurate and refused to come in 
to the political authorities. 

1920.— Attack on Aqra—Revolt of the Surchi—Assyrian Repatriation— 
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During the next four months comparative peace prevailed 
except for occasional raids by Surchi and Zibari tribesmen. 
A small column proceeded through their country, bringing tranquility 

—é †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00001c :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/¨µ) [ˆ¤¨] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

19 

on reaching the Zab valley, to break north and make their way ^ up that river to Amadia. 
Owing to the cutting of the line during the May and June 

disturbances, the arrival of the remainder of the Assyrians from 
Baqubah was very much delayed. They did not reach Mindan 
till October, and, in spite of the lateness of the season, it was 
decided to send the armed men forward early in November. 

j r Meanwhile the prospect of repatriation had been exercising 
le the minds of the Kurds. For a while it seemed as if Simko, of 
1$ the Shikak tribe, were trying to arrange a tribal conference to 

oppose the movement, but apparently wiser councils prevailed. 
n Agha Petros had written to most of the Aghas assuring them of 

his peaceful intentions ; but most of them, while reciprocating 
his sentiment, were sceptical, not of the wishes of the Government, 
but of the will of the mountaineers to abide by them. 

The event justified their doubts. The forward move was made 
on 22nd October. No opposition was encountered until they 
reached the Zab, the crossing of which was opposed by the Zibari 
Aghas and Shaikh Ahmad,, but effected with only slight loss. 
Barzan was occupied and destroyed, and the force moved north 
in pursuit of Paris Agha, who was making for Oramar via Narwa 
and Raikan. Although the Aghas of these two districts were 
perfectly ready to assist Agha Petros in attacking Paris, the 
Tiari and Tkhuma immediately started looting and burning. 
Having destroyed 21 villages in Narwa and Raikan they definitely 
broke away from the repatriation movement and passed into Chal, 
where they held the Aghas to ransom and destroyed more viJlages. 
They then tried and were successful in crossing the Zab into 
Barwari Bala. Rashid Beg was able to prevent them getting 
far from the river, but more damage was done, and they passed 
by Amadia into the Supna country. The A.P.O., Dohuk, went 
to Amadia, to find that the majority of the Assyrians had made 
their way back to the Zab, from where they found their way to 
Aqra. Meanwhile, the main body, deprived of the essential 
support of the mountaineers, unable to obtain supplies owing to 
their depredations, and in great distress owing to the heavy rains 
which set in, found themselves unable to go forward, and, 

1 re-crossing the Zab with difficulty, returned to Aqra and Mindan. 
^ The enterprise had failed. The choice of the difficult Aqra 
5 road rather than the comparatively easy one to Urumieh via 
r Rowanduz was unfortunate ; the lack of any arrangements for 
y getting up supplies from this country was also a weak spot in 

Agha Petros’s scheme, which apparently depended on his force 

y being able to live on the country. It is clear, however, that the 
' 
r main cause of the failure was the fanatical spirit of vengeance 
. shown by the people themselves. At Russian instigation they 

ravaged the country in 1917, and the repetition of their performance 
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The Treaty of Sevres, which, amongst other stipulations, 
delimited the frontiers between Turkey and ’Iraq, was signed in 
1920. It was immediately repudiated by Mustafa Kemal, at 
that time a Turkish General, whose activities were beyond the 
control of the Government in Constantinople and who stood for 
Turkish interests in Asia Minor against all comers. A League of 
Eastern Anatolia had been formed under his auspices in defence 
of Ottoman rights, its leading principle being the integrity of 
Turkey, with the corollary that no Greek or Armenian State 
should be established within its limits. A meeting of the League 
was held at Erzerum in August, but subsequently Sivas was chosen 
as the headquarters of the nationalist committee. Its influence 
was sufficient to bring about the resignation in October of Damad 
Farid’s government, which it decried as non-national. 

During the succeeding years the Nationalist Party achieved 
a remarkable revival in military and political strength. The 
provinces of Cilicia and Adalia were recovered from France and 
Italy and the Greek armies were driven into the sea. Asia Minor 
was completely cleared of any foreign Power. 

Having achieved so much, Mustafa Kemal felt able to reopen 
the question of the other lost province of Mosul. He undoubtedly 
believed that the methods which had been so successful in 
Cilicia and elsewhere could be applied with equal success against 
Britain. 

Their chief weapon was propaganda, and this, backed up by 
concentrations of troops on the northern frontiers, trade embargoes, 
frontier blockades, and encouragement of sedition and revolt 
among the Kurdish tribes in Central and Southern Kurdistan, 
was utilised to instil a want of confidence in the ’Iraq Government, 
and to prepare the way for the recovery of the Mosul Vilayet. 
Most of the troubles which now arose in Central Kurdistan had 
their origin in Turkish propaganda. Arms were distributed among 
the tribes, whilst on the north-eastern frontier, taking advantage 
of a rebellion which they had engineered, the Turks occupied the 
disaffected area, and used it as a base for further incitement to 
revolt. 

1921. — Situation across the Frontier and in Anatolia—Occupation 
of Rowanduz by a Turkish Force. 

During this time the Turks had been engaged in prosecuting 
the war against the Greeks in Anatolia ; and, owing to strained 
relations with the French on their Syrian frontier, had few troops 
on our northern boundaries. Although theoretically a state of 
armistice prevailed, they were to all intents and purposes hostile. 
Their chief weapon was propaganda, which they spread through 
the cities and tribes of ’Iraq, and among the frontier peoples, 
inciting them to revolt and to raids on convoys to hinder trade. 

The Turks were also occupied by considerable troubles of their 
own on the frontier. The subjugation of the Haverki was 
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attempted in January, and in October they were obliged to 
undertake operations against the Shernakh. The fighting which 
followed was indecisive, but eventually the Shernakh were forced 
to come to terms owing to lack of ammunition with which to 
continue the struggle. By the reduction of this tribe, the Turks 
strengthened their hold on the country ; and, by the conclusion 
of a treaty with the French on the Syrian frontier in November, 
were enabled to move troops eastwards. Kurdish nationalist 
hopes, of which there had been some slight indications, were 
thereby held in check. 

In May a Turkish officer and a few men arrived on the eastern 
and north-eastern frontier and proceeded to Rowanduz, which 
had been evacuated owing to the Surchi rising in the previous 
year.. Faris Agha of the Zibar was summoned to Van and given 
several loads of ammunition, with a promise of Turkish support 
if he would raise the tribes against us. 

The presence in Rowanduz of this Turkish force, which, as 
time went on, was considerably increased, served as a focus for 
all anti-Government elements, and apprehensions were entertained 
for the safety of Aqra. Despite this threat, however, and the 
continued rebellion of Shaikh Ubaidullah in the Dasht-i-Harir, 
against whom air action was taken, the situation round Aqra 
remained quiet, owing to the fact that the Surchi there were 
not co-operating with the other sections of the tribe. In 
September, Ubaidullah submitted to the authorities, but, hearing 
some rumours that he was about to be imprisoned, he went on the 
warpath again, and attacked a levy and police post the following 
December. It was not until some two years later that Shaikh 
Ubaidullah finally surrendered. 

1922.— Turkish Military Preparations—Attack on Amadia by 
Barzan and Zibar Tribesmen—Repatriation of the Assyrians — 
Return of the Amadia Notables. 
In the spring of 1922, Turkish troops were brought eastwards 

to strengthen the forces at Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and a number of 
outposts were established along the line of the Hazil river in 
close proximity to the town of Zakho. At the same time, great 
efforts were made to placate and obtain the good will of the tribes 
of the neighbourhood. In the Dohuk area the inhabitants were 
little affected by the presence of the Turks at Jazirat-ibn-Omar, 
but the townspeople of Zakho had the liveliest fears of an 
imminent attack. A violent anti-British and anti-Sherifian 
propaganda was disseminated throughout the frontier, and was 
especially strong in the direction of Amadia and Aqra. This 
propaganda took the form of pamphlets bearing the seal of the 
Pan-Islamic Society of Angora. 

In the early months of the year, when the outcome of the 
war between Greece and Turkey was still a matter of doubt, this 
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propaganda did not have much result, but when final victory 
remained with the Turks the whole of Central Kurdistan became 
restless and disquieted. On the 9th September the Turks had 
occupied Smyrna, and a few weeks later Amadia was attacked by 
a body of Barzan, Mazuri, Shirwan, and Zibar tribesmen, who had 
been assisted into the town by the connivance of Haji Abdul Latif, 
a disgruntled ex-Mudir. The Qaimmaqam succeeded in maintaining 
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payment of a fine of Rs. 10,000 ; and his great enemy and rival, 
Haji Shaban Agha, who had fled to Jazirat after the 1919 rising, was also given permission to return to Amadia towards the end 
of 1922. 

1923.— Operations in Rowanduz Area—Continuation of Turkish 
Preparations on the Jazirah Front—Reduction after Signature 
of the Lausanne Treaty—Submission of the Barzan, Zibar, and 
Surchi Outlaws. 

The spring of 1923 saw the completion of the highly successful 
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and the presence of the Turks at Rowanduz. The Zibar, Barzan 
and Surchi were almost entirely out of control. At the end of 
March Saiyid Taha was sent to Aqra with the object of neutralizing 
the Shaikh of Barzan and his adherents. On Saiyid Taha’s 
invitation, Shaikh Ahmad came into Aqra with a large following, 
and was followed by Shaikh Raqib of the Surchi,who had contrived 
that Shaikh Ubaidullah should remain with the Turks. The 
preparations for the recovery of Rowanduz were not without 
influence on the actions of the rebel chiefs, who were now considered 
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Turkish garrison at Julamerk had received large reinforcements 
with the intention of marching against them. Much propaganda 
work had been carried out in this area, and the Turks had stated 
that they intended to send troops through Assyrian territory for 
revenue collection. On the 5th August the Wali of Julamerk 
set out with an escort of 40 mounted men to tour the district 
bordering the Turko-Traq frontier. The Tkhuma section of the 
Assyrians were in a state of the greatest alarm regarding his 
intentions, and took up a defensive position at Hani, 31 miles 
north-east of Amadia. On the approach of the Wali and his 
party the Turks opened fire, and a fight ensued, during which the 
Wali was taken prisoner and five of his escort were killed and 
two wounded. The Tkhuma casualties were three killed. On the 
11th August the Wali was released with the remainder of his 
escort and permitted to return to Chal after promising that no 
retaliation would be offered. 

On or about the 1st September, Advance Headquarters of the 
Vllth Corps was moved to Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and most of the 
infantry of the 2nd Division were reported to be marching 
eastwards from Sairt. Infantry in considerable strength also 
arrived at Shernakh. 

In the beginning of September reports of a concentration of 
Turkish regular and irregular troops on the right bank of the 
Hazil river, north-west of Zakho, were received. This concentration 
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The Turkish operations were conducted by three columns, 
composed as follows :— 

1st Column .. .. 1st Cavalry Division (less 11th 
Regiment). 

2nd Column .. . . 18th Regiment (2 battalions). 
2 batteries mountain artillery. 
6 th Regiment on L. of C. with 

H.Q.at Shernakh. 
3rd Column .. . . 1st Regiment (2 battalions). 

1 battery mountain artillery. 
Detachment 6 th Frontier Batt. 

Line of Communication. 62nd Regiment (2 battalions). 
In addition to the above regular troops, each column was 

accompanied by tribal contingents. 
The first and second columns burned and devastated the villages 

in the Ashuta and Lizan valleys, north of Amadia, while the 
third marched down the Zab from Julamerk as far as Dorawa. 
The whole punitive campaign was commanded by Jafar Tayar 
Pasha, who moved his advanced headquarters to Besbin, northeast 
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The question of the frontier line was referred to the League 
of Nations, and the Turks agreed not to advance southwards 
pending the decision. On the 29th October a provisional frontier 
between ’Iraq and Turkey was fixed by the Council of the League 
of Nations, which constituted the limit not to be transgressed by 
the civil and military authorities of either country. By the 
19th November all the Turkish troops had been withdrawn 
north of the provisional boundary, and in December Jafar Tayar 
Pasha was relieved of the command of the Vllth Corps by 
Mursel Pasha, the G.O.C., 1st Cavalry Division. 

1925.— Visit of the Frontier Commission of the League of Nations — 
Outbreak of the Kurdish Rebellion—Unrest in the Doski and 
Sindi Tribes—Deportations of Christians from Turkish 
Territory—The n Laidoner Commission—Settlement of the 
Turko- Iraq Frontier. 
The discussions at Lausanne regarding the frontier between 

Turkey and ’Iraq did not result in the determination of a frontier 
line, and provision was inserted in the Treaty of Peace with 
Turkey for (i) the frontier line to be laid down in friendly arrangement 
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To trace the origins of this rebellion it is necessary to hark 
back to the time of the armistice. 

In 1918 the ramifications of the Kurdish question were 
unknown, and did not develope until the following year. Kurdish 
national aspirations had been put forward by General Sharif Pasha 
in Paris ; and in January, 1919, a committee of Kurdish Independence 
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In its earlier stages the rebellion did not spread to the tribes 
on the ’Iraq frontier. The Turkish forces occupying garrisons 
bordering the frontier line evacuated their positions, and left for 
Jazirat-ibn-Omar and Diarbekr to assist in suppressing the revolt. 
On leaving Goyan territory they intimated that Turkey was again 
at war with Greece, and took hostages with them as a guarantee 
for the good behaviour of the tribe. 

The Turks transferred large reinforcements from their western 
commands to the Vllth Corps area to deal with the insurgents. 
With the agreement of the French authorities in Syria, use was 
made of the railway through Syrian territory, and between the 
5th and 26th March 576 officers, 22,208 men, 935 horses and 
163 camels along with considerable quantities of military stores, 
were drafted eastwards. 

By the end of March, the 7th Division of the Vth Corps from 
Adana arrived in the Diarbekr area and commenced operations 
against the rebels. A second squadron of aeroplanes, in addition 
to the one already with the Vllth Corps, arrived at the same time, 
possibly from Smyrna. 

Shaikh Said, the religious leader of the insurgents, was captured 
in April, and subsequently executed with a number of other 
Kurdish chiefs ; but the rebellion dragged on, and the Turks did 
not meet with the anticipated success in stamping it out. In 
their efforts to collect rifles from the tribes stubborn resistance 
was met with in the Kharput, Diarbekr, Van and Bitlis areas. 

In the middle of April Turkish forces returned to Goyan 
country from Sairt and established posts at Zarawak and Gadun. 
These were reinforced in May, as apprehensions were entertained 
of further outbreaks among the tribes'”owing to the escape of 
Abdul Rahman Agha of Shernakh from Diarbekr. One battalion 
was disposed at Shernakh, Besbin and Harbol; two other 
battalions were stationed in Goyan territory, and were used to 
garrison posts in the neighbourhood, from which they sent out 
parties to collect rifles and levy taxes. In addition to these 
troops, another detachment passed through to garrison Beit-esh- 
Shabab, while four small posts were also established on the 
frontier, north of the Narwa-Raikan area. 

A small party of Turkish troops was ambushed by a Goyan 
chief, Mirza Alo, while en route from Karoar to Ghlawa. The 
Turks therTaftempted to capture Mirza Alo, but he and a number 
of other chiefs with their families escaped to Zakho. 

In June, Saiyid Abdul Qadir, the notorious Kurdish nationalist, 
was captured and executed in Angora with his son, Saiyid 
Muhammad. Saiyid Abdul Qadir did not leave Constantinople 
until the outbreak of the revolt. He was said to be one of the 

organisers of the rebellion, which was precipitated by Shaikh Said, 
the original plans being thereby upset. It seems certain that the 
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outbreak, when it took place, was premature, and that the plans 
of the leaders were not ripe. 

The second son of Saiyid Abdul Qadir, Saiyid Abdullah, 
succeeded in effecting his escape, took refuge in the Narwa- 
Raikan area within the ’Iraq frontier, and, with the assistance 
of tribesmen from the Herki and Girdi tribes, caused the Turks 
increasing annoyance. On the 24th June he attacked Neri and 
Naushehr and demanded the surrender of the garrisons, who gave 
up their arms and ammunition to the rebel chiefs. Saiyid 
Abdullah then proceeded to invest Shapatan, and was again 
successful in obtaining the surrender of the Turkish troops. 
A further attack on Turkish forces was made on the 21st July, 
four machine guns being captured and severe losses being inflicted. 
The Turks then undertook drastic measures to suppress the 
revolt, and heavily reinforced the area. Saiyid Abdullah was 
forced to flee, and again crossed the frontier into ’Iraq territory. 
The Herki were severely punished, no fewer than ten of their 
chiefs being executed. The revolt was now practically overcome ; 
but disaffection among the Herki and Girdi still prevailed, and 
Shapatan was again attacked on the 24th August by a force of 
some 300 tribesmen, who, having killed 16 men of the garrison, 
took refuge on the ’Iraq side of the frontier. 

During and subsequent to the visit of the Mosul Boundary 
Commission in March, 1925, considerable Turkish propaganda 
work was carried on among the northern tribes of the frontier 
areas. The Turks announced that they would be reoccupying 
the country soon, and that they would provide the tribes with 
men, arms and ammunition if they would rise against the ’Iraq 
Government. Colour to this propaganda was given by the 
arrival of reinforcements at Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and considerable 
discontent, and in some cases actual defiance, of Government 
authority resulted. The majority of the Doski became disaffected, 
but the situation was eased when one of their chiefs, Safar Agha, 
who had proceeded to Jazirat-ibn-Omar to obtain the promised 
arms, returned empty-handed. He and two other chiefs, Shafiq 
Agha and Reshid Agha, still remained defiant, however, and 
refused to report at Dohuk when ordered to do so. 

It was necessary to undertake air operations against Jamil 
Agha of the Sindi tribe, who had also succumbed to the Turkish 
promises and had attacked a police patrol between Shiranis and 
Masis, north-east of Zakho, on the 4th May. Several casualties 
were inflicted, and the majority of the Sindi submitted with the 
exception of the ringleader, Jamil Agha, who fled across the 
frontier to the Turks. The principal men of the Doski came in 
shortly afterwards and were imprisoned at Dohuk. 

In the middle of July, Jamil Agha displayed renewed activity, 
and with a tribal following attacked the village of Pirakh (N.N.E. 
of Zakho), which was entered and looted of a quantity of small 
arms ammunition. An attack on Shiranis was beaten off, and 
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the rebel chief then proceeded to Shernakh to obtain farther 
assistance from the Turks, who were actively encouraging raiding 
activity. 

The chiefs of the Doski, who had meantime been released 
whilst still in a recalcitrant mood, immediately recommenced 
hostilities by raids on villages south-east of Zakho, and made 
overtures to the Turks, in which they met with little success. 
Later in the year the outlawed Doski returned to the 'Iraq side 
of the frontier, and endeavoured to intimidate the loyal villagers 
into returning with them to Turkish territory. The paramount 
chief, Said Agha of Germawa (four miles north of Dohuk), who had 
remained loyal, with the assistance of a force of police, forced the 
rebels to withdraw. 

A party of Sindi also carried out a raid in the Pirakh neighbourhood, 
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atrocious acts of violence, going as far as massacre ; the deportations 
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outbreak began by an encounter between the Turkish Mudir of 
Goyan and a small party of tribesmen. The Mudir, escorted by 
20 soldiers, ordered the Goyanis to hand over their rifles. The 
tribesmen refused, whereupon the Mudir’s party opened fire and 
killed two men. The Goyanis retaliated and disarmed the 
Mudir’s escort, killing three of them. 

The outbreak then become general throughout the Goyan, 
and refugees in great numbers crossed the frontier into ’Iraq 
territory for safety. Disaffection was not confined to this district. 
In the Bitlis area, tribal forces amounting to some 4,000 rifles, 
were in active resistence to the Turks, who had put to death the 
great majority of the religious and tribal leaders in the Van- 
Bitlis area. The ranks of the insurgents were added to by the 
arrival of contingents from the Geravi and Zhirki sections of the 
Artushi Kurds, and through the month of April the rebellion 
showed no signs of abating. The town of Deh, south-east of 
Sairt, fell into the hands of the rebels, who captured over 600 rifles 
and a large quantity of military stores. In the Goyan area 
Karoar had to be evacuated by the Turkish garrison, who 
abandoned everything. On the 19th April, Julamerk was 
captured by the Artushi, but was speedily recaptured by the 
Turks. 

Although the rebellion was now widespread in the area to 
the north of the ’Iraq frontier, the whole movement lacked 
cohesion. There was no co-operation between the various 
leaders, each chief acting independently of the other; and, 
although Turkish garrisons had been captured, they were invariably 
small and in some cases consisted of gendarmes only. The 
Shernakh remained neutral, and were not drawn into the rising. 
The Turks suffered no defeat on a large scale. 

On 28th April the Turks commenced operations against the 
rebels. The Goyan tribesmen, who had remained in Turkish 
territory, were offered terms of submission if they would hand 
over rifles and certain wanted individuals. They refused to 
accept, and Turkish aeroplanes then began the destruction of 
villages in the disaffected area. Great energy was displayed in 
suppressing the revolt, and by the end of May it was virtually 
over. The rebellious Artushi chiefs fled into ’Iraq and took 
refuge near Amadia. 

In July about 4,000 persons from the Goyan, who had sought 
refuge in ’Iraq, returned to Turkish territory, and were not 
molested beyond fines of rifles being levied from the chiefs. The 
Artushi were not so fortunate. On a promise of amnesty they 
were induced to return to their own districts ; but, on arrival, the 
chiefs were arrested and deported to Angora, where they were 
executed some months later in circumstances which suggested a 
treacherous disregard for the sanctity of safe-conduct. 

Meanwhile the rebel Sindi had shown some slight activity. 
In May a party some 20 strong fired on an ’Iraq army patrol 
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protest to the T 
"*jf ^"owarL^Tnd offtrye'ar 

were permitted to return to their homes. 

1907 Operations against Shaikh Ahmad of B arza1 ^E 
x 
ff 
e °f 

Ahmad Begok-Kurds in Turkey-FronUer DehnntaUon 

Commission. 
During 1927 the main incident in the ’Iraq portion of Central 

Kurdistan was created by Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan 
r^o 

as 

already shown, had been the cause of much unrest in his district 

for several years past. 
In 1925 the area over which Shaikh Ahmad hoids imme xate 

swav was brought under the nominal administration of the 

’Iraq Government. Such as it was, the control was irksome to 

a man who had been in the habit of having a free hand in exacting 

tribute from his own and neighbouring tribes. 

Thus in 1927 in consequence of the indifferent state of affairs 

in the Zibar district, it was decided to tighten up the administration 

there, and to bring the area more completely under Government 

control. 
With a man like Shaikh Ahmad it wa f. 

obvious 
+ 
tha 

^ 
at 

r J i ̂ + 
S 
^ 

show of force would be a necessary preliminary to the putt g 
of this policy into practice. Accordingly, combined military 
and aeriS operations took place, in which two small columns of 

Levies occupied Barzan in June, and Shaikh Ahmad and his 

followers fled to the neighbouring hills. Thereupon a sma 

garrison was left at Barzan, and a landing ground prepared near 

that place. 
As was to be expected, however, the complete subjugation 

of 

Shaikh Ahmad and his foUwers was not to be accomplished by a 

single effort. He continued to levy taxes on neighbouring tribes, 
and to instigate incidents prejudicial to the smooth running of t e 

district. 
One such incident occurred on 1st September, when his mulla, 

Abdul Rahman, was murdered by the Shaikh’s brother m Barzan. 

Although Shaikh Ahmad subsequently expressed his willingness 
to assist in settling the case, he did nothing. In consequence ol 

his refusal to pay a fine, on which previous agreement had been 

reached, a company of Levies was despatched to Barzan this 
romnanv marched through his villages on 18th and 21st October, 
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but the Shaikh still refused to pay the fine, or to carry out a 
promised meeting with Government representatives. Moreover, he became distinctly threatening. On 24th October an air 
demonstration was made over his headquarters. The following 
day he paid the fine. 

The only other operational incident in Northern Traq was 
complementary to Shaikh Ahmad’s affair. Ahmad Begok, a 
small Kurdish chief just north of Rowanduz and~a devotee of 
Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan, refused to acknowledge Government. 
In consequence a small party of Levies from Diana, accompanied 
by irregular police, set out for his village on 7th December in 
order to arrest him. A small fight ensued, during which Ahmad 
Begok made good his escape, since when he had been an exile at 
large. In 1928 he went across the border and joined the Turks. 

During 1927 the Turks continued repressive measures against Kurdish tribal leaders, who had taken part in the revolts of the 
two previous years, by means of the Independent Tribunal at 
Diarbekr. A considerable number of Kurds are stated to have 
been sentenced to death and to imprisonment for life. One or 
two Shernakh and Goyan chiefs came to a fatal end as a result 
of this tribunal. Recent indications, however, tend to show a 
reversal of Turkish policy towards the Kurds. It appears that a 
process of conciliation, accompanied by an improved administration, 
is gradually taking the place of hard repressive methods hitherto 
employed. 

The year was marked by a noteworthy achievement in the 
fixation of the permanent northern frontier by the Turco-Traq 
Frontier Delimitation Commission. The Commission started 
work on 20th March and finished by signing the report on 
23rd September. During this period 58 meetings were held, and 
99 boundary stones erected. The area surveyed was divided into 
six sectors, and totalled roughly 1,321 square miles on both sides 
of a line some 236 miles in length. The triangulation involved 
the fixing of 41 stations, all of which was done”by the British 
section of the survey party. Although it cannot be said that the 
discussions of the Commission were always of the most cordial, it 
is noteworthy that no actual incidents specially worth recording 
occurred, and that the administrative arrangements for a large 
party over extremely difficult country were executed without 
a hitch. The whole task was undoubtedly a very fine achievement. 

1928 .—Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan quiet—Kurdist Amnesty — 
Simko joins the Turks. 

Up to July, 1928, there was no particularly noteworthy event 
in Central Kurdistan. 

The presence of a garrison at Barzan had a sobering effect 
on the district. Shaikh Ahmad showed a steady resentment of 
the curtailment of his autocracy by a vacillating demeanour. 
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\ 

One week truculent, the other conciliatory, he thus addressed 
himself to Government officials until he actually attended a 

meeting with the Administrative Inspector of Mosul on 31st March. 
There a settlement was reached regarding his powers and the area 
which he might administer. Although he deliberately and 

publicly misrepresented the terms in his favour shortly afterwards, 

æç †®µ„ËŸ †Ÿµž® †‰Â‚ä:›’³•Ž Ì® IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46 :ÆÇ›Œ•Ž

ähttp://www.qdl.qa/†ˆ…›´•Ž/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00002e :†ˆŒš›•Ž ›œš †•„žŸ ©‹§ å›§Ž 



(¢‰£/£²) [ˆ¨¤] "(€•‚ƒ„…† ‡ƒˆ) ‰ Š‹Œ•Ž•• .‘•…’•• “” •…–—” …˜…‹™"

c 3 (C 16145) 

CHAPTER II. 

POPULATION. 

Distribution of Races. 
Central Kurdistan is inhabited by races of varying nationality 

and religious denomination. The majority are Kurds. The 
Christian population, which prior to the war inhabited the region 
about the basin of the Greater Zab, has been greatly reduced, 
and in some areas, notably in Hakkiari, has disappeared altogether. 
In Iraq territory the tendencylsTor the Christian population to 
increase owing to the persecutions in Turkey. Chaldeans from 
Turkish territory have fled in large numbers, and have been 
settled as far as possible in villages and empty spaces in the valleys 
and foothills bordering the Mosul plain. 

The Kurdish population also suffered greatly from the Russian 
invasion in the war period ; and large areas are but spa rsely 
inhabited. The country north of Rowanduz has not yet recovered 
from the devastation which took place. 

The habitable parts are confined to the valleys, between the 
parallel ranges of mountains. The rich valleys, through which 
streams run all the year round, support a considerable population. 
The poorer and more elevated districts are inhabited by peoples 
who are in many cases nomadic, and who migrate to the plains 
with their flocks and herds to escape the rigours of the severe 
winter. < C_ 

There are no census figures available of recent date to indicate 
the population of the areas under Turkish control. The table on 
next page is an estimate of the numbers by races within 'Iraq 
territory and their distribution. 

1. Races. 
Kurds .—The Kurds keep to the hills and scarcely cross at all 

to the right bank of the Tigris. An important exception is the 
Miran, who come down to the Northern Jazirah for the winter. 
As a general rule, however, the plains are left to the Arab, whether 
nomad or settled. 

A large proportion of Kurds are pure nomands living in tents 
all the year round, while others, who live in villages, leave their 
houses and live in tents or shelters on the higher altitudes for the 
summer months. The nomands spend the" summer with their 
flocks on the summits of the great ranges, descending in the autumn 
to lower lying country near Jazirat-ibn-Omar and north of Mosul. 

Distinct from the nomadic and tribal element is the “ ryot 
” 

class, who are peaceful, ignorant cultivators without any idea 
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beyond the sowing of seed and the reaping of crops. They possess 
no political intelligence or ambition beyond the desire to live 
under a secure government, which will remove the necessity of 
“Aghawat 

” 
protection—a burden which has crippled agriculture 

and made their lives only just tolerable. The Agha corresponds 
to the feudal baron of mediaeval times, and possesses the power of 
life and death over his serfs. In spite, or perhaps because, of the 
system, the Kurd is very faithful to his master, and modern 
democratic slogans are quite unknown to him. 

Table 1. 

Numbers and Distribution of Population in ’Iraq Territory, 
including the Mosul Qadha. 

Race. Mosul 
Qadha. 

Zakho 
Qadha. 

Amadia 
Qadha. 

Aqra 
Qadha. 

Dehuk 
Qadha. 

Totals. 

Kurds 14,188 15,546 15,249 14,975 18,307 78,265 
Christians 38,240 2,103 6,886 1,044 5,784 54,057 
Arabs 99,461 45 —• — 2,068 101,574 
Yezidis 6,991 422 — — 2,870 10,283 
Jews .. 4,000 1,732 492 550 829 7,603 
Turcomans .. 
Kurdish 

3,778 — — — — 3,778 

Nomads . . 
Chabacs and 

— — — — 10,000 10,000 

Bej wans . . 5,000 ' 5,000 

Totals .. 171,658 19,848 22,627 16,569 39,858 270,560 

Note .—The area under report takes in the half of the Qadha of Mosul 
to the left bank of the Tigris. It is not practicable to dissect the population 
and therefore total numbers for the Qadha are given. About 90,000 are 
contained in the town of Mosul itself, which is predominantly Arab in 
character. 

The Kurd follows three callings, that of the fighter, the 
cultivator, and the shepherd, despising handicraft and commerce, 
Which he leaves to the Christians*and Jews. 

As a race they are, like most hill people, averse to settled 
forms of government. Generally ignorant owing to past circumstances, 
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of honour. Of a superstitious nature and inclined to self-deprecation, 
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Ummieh district are usually distinguished by the appellation of 
Urumian Assyrians. There are at present about 2,000 Assyrians 
living in the Urumieh district and about 1,500 Urumian Assyrians 
living in ‘Iraq. The Tergawar and Mergawar sub-sections of 
the Nauchia (under the leadership of Mar Yosef the Metropolitan 
now domiciled in Iraq) were formerly Persian subjects. The 
Urumian Assyrian is not, generally speaking, of martial spirit, 
and so cannot be classed with the hill tribe Assyrian in this respect, 
but, being intelligent and industrious, is often, like the Armenian, 
a skilled artisan and mechanic. 

A full description of the Assyrians is contained in Chapter IX, 
page 196, of this volume. 

Yezidis .—A full description of the Yezidis as a whole is given 
in Military Report of Mesopotamia (’Iraq), Area No. 1 (Northern 
Jazirah), in which area the majority of the race is to be found. 
The Yezidis in Central Kurdistan form a single community which 
dwells in the Shaikhan district, north-east of Mosul. They are 
coittmonly known as Devil Worshippers, and are for the most 
part sedentary and engaged in agriculture. The origin, religion 
and naffonality of this tribe is exceedingly obscure, but there is 
no doubt that the Yezidis are not Moslems. ' It is equally clear 
that they are not related to the Arabs or to the Turks. They have 
some affinities with the Kurds, as they speak Kurmanji, a Kurdish 
patois ; and it is possible that they had to some extent common 
ancestors. Those living in the Shaikhan district are industrious, 
civil ’and ‘amenable to government, but low in the scale of 
intelligence, education and morality. Unlike the inhabitants of 
the Jabal-Sinjar, they display no aptitude for war. They are 
well disposed to the Christians. 

Arabs.—The Arabs included in the area chiefly consist of 
scattered encampments of Hadidiyin. They are the shepherds of 
Mosul, the large sheep-owners^giving them their flocks to tend. 
They are looked down upon by the Badawin, and have a reputation 
for cowardice. 

Jews .— The Jews of Central Kurdistan are said to be refugees 
from Nineveh or original settlers after the fall of Samaria. They 
are found exclusively in the towns, where they are engaged in 
handicraft, commerce and money-lending. In Central Kurdistan 
theyTave little of the prosperous appearance of their bretheren in 
Baghdad, and are the objects of bitter contempt on the part of 
the non-commercial Kurd. 

Chabacs and Bejwans .—The Chabacs and Bejwans are two 
communities living north-east and south-east of Mosul. They 
possess about 47 villages. The two sects are of Kurdish origin 
and are robust, tall and of dark complexion. They are dishonest, 
violent and treacherous. Their religious practices are the same 
as those of the extreme Shiahs. The Chabacs hold Ali, the Imam 
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of the Shiahs, in high veneration, but they also take part in the 
religious ceremonies of the Yezidis. 

2. Religions. 

Kurds .—The Kurds of Central Kurdistan are of the Sunni 
Shafi’ite denomination. 

Nestorians {Assyrians ).—The Nestorians are the remnants of 
the great Nestorian Church, which was founded in the first century 
when the Arsacid Kings of Parthia were dominant in Mesopotamia 
and Persia. It attained a large development under the Sassanid 
Empire, Ctesiphon becoming eventually the seat of its premier 
Bishop. Nestorian is merely another name for Assyrian, although 
it is perhaps employed more when referring to them in religious 
matters. Contrary to the majority of the Christian sects in 
Traq, the Nestorian do not look to Rome for guidance. Their 
leanings are towards Protestantism, and they have been for years 
under the aegis of the Archbishop of Canterbury. A fuller 
description of the Assyrians and their religion is given in 
Chapter IX, page 196, of this volume. 

Chaldeans .—The Chaldeans are Romanized Nestorians who 
dwell in the Mosul plain, Bohtan and Amadia. Their Patriarch 
is Mar Emmanuel, who bears the title of Patriarch of Babylon, 
and lives in Mosul. The Chaldeans inhabiting Phe lowlands have 
a more developed civilisation, since they are more often in contact 
with the better educated population of the towns. They possess 
schools maintained principally by France and Rome. Their 
clergy are trained mostly in the French Dominican Seminary in 
Mosul. There is a tendency, which is now decreasing, to look 
to France, due possibly to the fact that our policy before the war 
was to protect the Nestorians. The connection with Rome is 
strong, however. The Chaldean villages of the plain can easily 
be distinguished from Arab, Turkish or Kurdish villages, from 
which they afford welcome relief, on account of their cleanliness. 
The Chaldeans have not the same aptitude for war as the 
Nestorians, and are on fairly good terms with their Kurdish 
neighbours. Many of the men, especially from the district of 
Tel Kaif, have migrated to the other towns of Traq, and are to 
be found as hotel-keepers, waiters and servants. 

Jacobites .—The formal title of the Jacobite Church is “ The 
Syrian Orthodox Church.” The name Jacobite comes down from 
the 6 th century Bishop Jacob Baradai, the organiser of the 
Monophysite Church in Mesopotamia and Syria. 

The Jacobites were formerly most numerous in and around 
Mardin, but during and since the war they were compelled to 
flee to Aleppo to escape Turkish persecution. 

The Jacobites of Mosul and the Jabal Maklub are the most 
easterly representatives of this church. The Patriarch is styled 
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“ Patriarch of Antioch ” ; and, since his expulsion from the 
monastery at Deir Zaferan, near Mardin, has lived in Syria. 
The church is represented in Mosul by a Bishop, the present 
dignitary being Mar Shonea. 

Syrian Catholic Church .—This is an offshoot from the Syrian 
Orthodox or Jacobite Church. It is also ruled by a Patriarch of 
Antioch who has his residence in Beyrout. The church is 
represented in Mosul by a Bishop. 

The Jacobite or Syrian Orthodox Church and the Syrian 
Catholic Church affords a parallel to the Nestorian and Chaldean 
Churches. 

3. Languages. 

A variety of languages is spoken in Central Kurdistan, of 
which the most important is Kurdish. 

The Nestorians, Chaldeans and Jews speak Syriac and Kurdish. 
The merchants and official classes use Arabic, but understand 
Kurdish equally well. 

As the whole population is acquainted with Kurdish, only 
interpreters speaking this language are necessary for forces 
operating in the area. 

4. Education. 

Within recent years there has been a great increase in the 
number of schools in Central Kurdistan. Schools are divided 
into three grades, viz., primary, secondary and final, each religion 
having its own establishments. The proportion of Christian to 
Muhammedan pupils is very much greater than that of Christian 
to Muslim inhabitants. The Christian schools are considerably 
more progressive than those of the other religions. 

Schools have been established in the Shaikhan district; but 
the Yezidis do not favour education, and attendance is poor 
although there are Yezidi teachers. 

In the tribal areas it is generally only the “Agha 
” or chief tan 

class and the priesthood who have any education, the ordinary 
Kurd being quite illiterate. There is, in consequence, plenty of 
scope for the professional letter-writer 

5. Labour. 

Unskilled Labour .—The formation of a labour corps from the 
settled Kurdish population would be a most difficult matter. 
There is no shortage so far as the agricultural population is concerned, 
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are several considerations which cause the labour market to a fluctuate, and make any general estimate quite unreliable. Such 
nt considerations are— 

(i) The district where labour is to be employed.—Men are 
n averse to working far from their homes, and the amount 
}{ oflabour available naturally varies with districts, 
is (ii) The time of year when it is required.—During the greater 

part of the summer the sowing and reaping of crops 
n are in full swing, and practically no labour is then 
ii available for other work. At other times the demand 

for labour is correspondingly slack. 
(iii) The rates of pay.—A certain amount of labour could 

always be attracted at enhanced wages. 
It may, however, be safely assumed that 1,000 men from the 

Assyrian and other Christian refugees could be raised to form a 
labour corps for work in any part of Traq Central Kurdistan,, 
provided that the corps was given some kind of military status. 
This would be an important consideration, especially with those 
men who have served in the Traq Levies. In view of the foregoing 
factors the figures given for unskilled labour by districts in 
Table 2 should only be taken as a very rough average guide. 

Skilled Labour .—There is a distinct deaj^h of skilled labour in 
the area under review, although the advent of modern machinery, 
etc., is naturally increasing the artisan class. The Baz Assyrians 
are considered to be very competent stonemasons, and many of 
the better houses have been built by themr They have also an 
equal reputation as blacksmiths. Table 2 indicates approximately 
numbers of skilled workers by trades and districts. 

Table 2. 

Labour available in different Districts. 

District. 

Skilled Labour. 

Unskilled 
Labour. 

Masons. 

. 

Carpenters. Tinsmiths. Blacksmiths. Saddlemakers. Shoemakers. 

Dohuk 60 4 5 10 2 8 500 men 
Aqra .. 8 12 4 4 2 8 200 „ 
Zakho 10 15 8 8 6 10 200 „ 
Amadia 60 10 2 4 — 12 500 „ 
Shaikhan — — — — — — 200 

Total 138 41 19 26 10 38 1,600 „ 
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6. Attitude of Races towards each other. 
Relations between the Nestorians and the Kurds are not very 

cordial. The fault lies with the Nestorians themselves owing to 
want of tact and the rudeness of their manners. 

Generally speaking, however, the Kurds, warlike and undisciplined 
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Aghawat have two big meals daily, the first before noon and the 
second at sunset. The food consists of vegetable broth, eggs, rice, 
boiled mutton or chicken. 

The poorer classes cannot afford to buy meat, and subsist on 
bread, eggs, rice and vegetables. All classes drink milk at their 
meals. 

Europeans being entertained in the house of an Agha should 
be careful to conform to the customs and etiquette of the country. 
The host should be invited to have food with his visitors. He will 
probably refuse, but the invitation will please him. 
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CHAPTER III. 

\ POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Area and General Description. 

Central Kurdistan has an area estimated to be about 
25,000 square miles, and is divided naturally into three main 
geographical areas, namely, the central and south-eastern area 
around the basin of the Greater Zab ; the southern districts of the 
basins of Lake Van, Lake Archak and Lake Urumieh ; the basins 
of the Khabur, the Bohtan and other tributaries of the Tigris, 
which form the western and south-western part of the area. 

The Basin of the Greater Zab—The Zab valley is a wild, 
mountainous country inhabited by Kurds, Nestorians and 
Chaldeans. The upper part of the valley below Julamerk consists 
of rugged limestone mountains rising to an altitude of 14,000 ft., 
whose general direction is east to west. The river runs through 
them in a north to south direction. Its numerous tributaries are 
also mountain torrents, and are in high flood during the months 
of April to June, when they are swollen by snow water. The 
country is almost treeless, although there are a few poplars in 
some of the valleys. Oaks and walnut trees are found occasionally. 
The soil is unfertile, and the hihsides are so steep that most of the 
cultivation is terraced. There is a fair amount of grazing for 
sheep and goats f and, in the late spring and early summer, nomad 
Kurds and the local inhabitants bring their flocks to the “ yailas 

” 

or summer grazing grounds for three or four months. The winter 
is severe, and many of the passes and higher tracks are closed by 
snow for several months in the year, while snow avalanches render 
some of the lower roads unsafe in the spring. lit summer the 
heat is considerable,/out not so great as to interfere with the 
movements of travellers. The middle part of the Zab basin 
consists of sandstone hills rising to altitudes of 8,000 ft., which 
are well wooded with oaks, walnut, sycamore and hawthorn. It 
is a fertile district, which could support a large population under a 
stable and just administration. 

The lower part of the Zab basin, after it has left the mountains, 
is an undulating plain, well cultivated and producing rice, wheat 
and barley in considerable quantity. 

Country South of the Lakes—The hill country south of Lake Van 
and Lake Archak is comparatively barren, and has no natural 
vegetation except grass. The altitude of the highest ranges is 
about 8,000 ft. Before the war there was a large Armenian and 
Christian population; but, owing to the deportations and 
massacres from 1915 onwards, the Kurds are now left practically 
in sole possession. 
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The Urumieh plain is extraordinarily fertile, and crops of rice, 
barley, tobacco and wheat are raised. 

The Basins of the Khabur and Bohtan .—Most of the higher 
country around the basin of the Khabur is sparsely populated. 
The high hills are much used by the Artushi nomad tribes during 
the summer months, as they provide most excellent grazing for 
their flocks. The district of Farashin in which the Khabur rises 
is known as “ Zozan,” and provides the best pasturages. The 
lower slopes and valleys are well wooded, and watePis plentiful 
everywhere. 

The district ot Bohtan, or Barwariyah, continues as far west 
as Sairt, the centre of governmenFT)eing at Khaskheir, and is 
among the most fertile and productive parts of Kurdistan. This 
zone is sufficiently elevated to escape the heat of the Tigris basin, 
is watered by countless springs and streams and is yet warm 
enough to produce rice, cotton, figs and a variety of fruits. The 
extreme severity of the winter on the upland plateau is avoided. 

2. Administrative Divisions. 
The administrative divisions of the area included in 'Iraq 

territory are as shown on the Tribal Map in pocket. 
The boundaries of the divisions in Turkish territory cannot 

be placed with accuracy, but the administrative areas are as 
follows :— 

The Vilayet of Sairt. Headquarters: Sairt (Maunsell 25, sq. 6 ). 
Name of Qadha. Headquarters. Map Reference. 

Kharzan .. Zokh Maunsell 18, sq. 23. 
Sherwan .. Kifr 19, „ 19. 
Berwari .. Khaskhair 26, „ 3. 
Eiru Deh 26, „ 7. 
Shernakh Shernakh 26, „ 8 . 
Besheri Kobin 25, „ 3. 
Sazin Sahsan .. „ not marked. 

The Vilayet of Diarbekr. Headquarters : Diarbekr. 
Name of Qadha. Headquarters. Map Reference. 

Lijje Lijje Maunsell 18, sq. 13. 
Direk Direk „ 24, „ 18. 
Arghana .. Arghana Maden. . „ 17, „ 15. 
Farkin (Silwan) .. Farkin (Silwan) . . 18, „ 21 . 

The Vilayet of Mardin. Headquarters : Mardin. 
Name of Qadha. Headquarters. Map Reference. Ras-al-Ain Ras-al-Ain Maunsell 29, sq. 10. 

Midiat Midiat ,, 25, ,, 16. 
Sor Sor „ 25, „ 8 . 
Jazireh Jazirat-ibn-Omar „ 26, „ 13. Nisibin Nisibin .. „ 25, „ 21. Kefr Jos .. Kefr Jos .. „ 25, „ 10. 
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