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APRIL.,

MOON'S PHASES. | Last Quarter, 7th day, oh.53m.,even,  First Quarter, 22d day, 11h. §4m., even,
Eastern Time, New Moon, 15th day, 4h. 53m., even.  Full Moon, 29th day, 5h. 36m., even.

By Standard time in Central Division (Chicago) these changes will be one hour earlier; in Mountain Division
{Denver) two hours earlier; in Pacific Division (San Francisco) three hours earlier.

M. Sets |
and Rises.|

D.M [D.W.|S. Rises.| S. Sets.

H. M. | H. M,
1 |Fr| 543|625
2 (Sal 5 41 | 6 27
3|8 |540)628
4 |M[538]629
5 |Tuf 536 |6 30
6 |W(5 35631
7 |Th{ 5336 32
8 |Fr| 531|633
9 (Sa| 530|634
To (S | 528636
11 |[M| 526|637
12 |Tul 5 25 | 6 38
13 |Wi523/65
14 |Th| 5 21 | 6 40 |
15 |Fr| 5 20 | 6 41
16 (Sa| 5 18 | 6 42
17 (8 | 516|643
18 [M| 515|645 |
19 [Tu| 5 13| 6 46 |
20 |Wigrz2|6y47
21 |Th{ 5 10| 6 48 |
22 (Frl5 9649
23 (Sa|§ 7|6 350
24 (8|5 6651
25 |[M|s5 4652
26 (Tu 5 3653
27 |Wls 1653
28 |Thi.5 o | 6 56
29 |Fri 458657
301!5al 4571658 752 MAP OF EASTERN TURKEY.
8



(WS AR IS Ay A oS AL oBAL (dshy S ala §9)
1l Gldla S (5 A2 9,909

aSaiial ((VAOV-9) Uil (Fas el (o 3Bas (5 ded
PEVECIV éﬂsjﬁ"‘fa@jm cQaJ.'HM JAYAY o ‘_AL«U RS
Cla MAVATEVAYYAD e Y 5 Sl o Sl (go jlal
(ki g 10 1AVO gV E _ilSe iV 4l gl gl b stz S o3
Olao ) 48 Sy culiigia ailile S 1ol s (5YA 4l (g0 iy
I sl (sliay 4S o ptindy y5e0 4l & gl JA (oo gaig il
agsn o silila S Al Hys0 e iy 40 Su L s S
Sl gostedly i pplaii 48 Guleasale J5o 5485, A
Gosth S5 53 R S pmi) 4 gaiifyg) ASaidel S
il 48 dawS onif dia i psnfl hsu ghl
st 5 Uss3) e B PSS el sl S (p
iy sl Sl AR a0 s g o D IASAERY (s 1S5 5
o s An 4l (55 S8 o Al 55l ot Abia 3 (S a0
OISR 3 Ol ol (oS (g0 g3 30 Gined Ul g0 ) oo st () 45
Sl SAda gl aimed dailinal gl C dSiued
S Cuyged (e oAl mSon lapgladl ey 5 g el
o350 osAilile S Al Fau 8 00 @SN K A4S (e gy gaallSal
ot ssilin A5y AlSAN e (o ain wiSa8 aS s V4
S5 A% alin g edSy s a3 aide il ) 4S aa Sl
50480 CuSl ol K Sl 4S5 i saly p4Sen Oy 4S poy
psi) g A i AR ol ) s (Sass) 4w A O 3k e
YAl OGSl ISt 5 sy 3SR
3G 4S5l 5y (e so A epl S 3l gy 0 A sl
AS igily 5 ) S ATl yiady o aadinilSals o ANl Lae g An
@\).1; Cqu (59 (s i ASDJ\)aJ @ﬁ)d (534.4‘)1@
AN (54505 () AS CSnd gty 4 (aSa e 48 & S il



A4S Al g0 5 5ed N ) 5 (SIS o ) Seabia (5 5S4 ¢ 950 oy
@8 4y (e ol A8 (ymlsa IS (SAR o g el
ML s st (o gty ol ] 1 gt gl 35 Saaally
S (aBoxy 35 4S (54 gt chailSal ) sl Calia o e
Ol O ke 48 i Sy (5l (S Al Ko
S0 5 5 o sby (SoaaSod 5 3840 5548 2V (a5 52380
O pssl ook Sa o silS pe elacly 5 Sl 5
s AU sl 5 OlSe ) ged (5Y g siliia sy GlLilSalaSia
03D USA33 B sl csmlih e i) 484K
aS eﬁ}.\% e 6473")}4; \JAA ed.‘\ L;J\SJYAAJ aS }j.\.&j;\_i
IS 5ol et 4S ogliia GLaSaS A 3 gl
O3 (5480 (SR (S8 e o515 558 (I LSas
ssfinedd 58 An Jidh 480l (515 (S35l e de
osid 035 Wos Ar 1A o il 55 5 (o lSealals condtives
245 i A 12 IS gl 5S04 (e s 434 (5 LSS 4S Al e
Al 5 4S Oy O O smelu s allSASAs 4 55 A
030 Gas A8 aighh olen ool GBS Guddae 530
35l aASAS IS (5 yla Soy aaSal A Saliledd 4S s 5lai &
e 1235 ) Sy Al s il ) 5 5l AT ) (SolkYay 48
SSoLs IS a3 480 o il g sBla 35 0548 4S 6 503 S 24
0300 A (sASALEAR aog a5 o AMSe Sy LA 5 Ol
13 sl Al Al S i JLASASa (5 ) 5bE (50 AL poal
P GOBL 5 (sieda o o S g0 i G std 5 pdSai sAallA 4
Adbindly onl GSE Aa g0 stidila gaif g2 4S 4 gad aShaa
Olsky osaila,y S (b5 A gilads Sigssla 5 Sapilin )ld za
g oiSen GlilSange ) 5 e sl GLilSalSie 53
Chillia () (ASedin g yd Glsky 5 RilSala Laes Aa AR
s2ilh (lSo ASEIAS 5y o VA (S sl A5G AR (piieail

| itk S 5l alinoia






74

I quitted Kermaunshaw on the 28th of April. After
Teaving the city, we made a considerable circuit to avoid
the villages in which the plague was then raging; and
about five miles from Kermaushaw we entered the road in
the vale of Mohedesht, which we crossed. The remainder
of the day’s march was over a succession of hills and dales,
the latter delightfully green. The few villages we passed
were deserted. The Koord encampments were very nu-
merous, spread in small detachments over the plain.
These people come into this part of the country in great
numbers in summer, the pasture being so abundant. They
also till sufficient of the land to supply them with corn for
their consumption. In winter they go to the warmer
country about Bagdad, and there encamp until summer
returns. It was my intention to have halted at Kalajoo,
avillage ten fursungs from Kermanshaw ; but on my arrival
I found it like the others, deserted, which determined me
on proceeding further, and throw myself on the hospitality
of the first of those wandering tribes that [ might meet. I
bad been told that when in a difficulty, the best way to get
out of it was to put on a bold face. So on I rode, and en-
tered an encampment and claimed their protection. I was
welcomed by an old man, who took me into his tent; I
was greeted by its inmates, and told I was safe. The tent
was sixty feet long, and contained five families, separated
from each other by a little screen about seven feet high.
In the evening the parties who had been out on their dif-
ferent employments came home: I was an object of great
curiosity among them. I was not quite comfortable at first,
particularly among the ladies, who seldom have such an
object as an Englishman to gaze at. At length I laid down
to rest, but was soon disturbed by the noise of men,
women and children, the bleating of sheep, &c.; the flocks
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having been brought for the night close to the tents. The
noise was most confusing, quite a second Babel; the yell-
ing of the women was hideous. [ inquired the cause of

this great commotion. They said a report was brought to
their chief that in a quarrel during the day one of their
people had been killed by a Koord of a neighbouring
tribe. This created such a hulla-balloo as I never heard
before. 'The preparations among them for taking revenge
were instantly commenced; and I much feared they would

press me into their service, as they admired my arms, and
said they were perfect for murderous purposes. They said
it would be quite worthy of my taking a peep; for, ob-
served my old friend, it shall be a regular and scientific
attack, just at day-light. But I thought it more prudent
to let them settle their own affairs, and to take my depar-
ture without witnessing their mode of warfare. I furnished
my host with some best Battle powder, for which he was

most thankful. The habits of these people are what we
read were the customs of their ancestors. Neither civili-

zation or improvemeunt have interfered with the Koords.

The men tend their flocks and till the ground during the
day. The women make carpets, also clothes for the men,
&ec.; they cook; I was going to say wash, but I must leave
that for future travellers to vouch for.

April 29, Heiwan, 25 miles.

After leaving the Koord encampment, I ascended a very
steep hill and entered a country which was covered with
low brushwood. The road was stony and bad over hill
and dale until I arrived at the foot of a long range of moun-
tains, which with difficulty I crossed, and then entered a
valley where pasturage was most luxuriant. Encamp-
ments were very numerous, it being the season for emi-

K 2
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TRAVELS

IN THE

TRANS-CAUCASIAN PROVINCES

RUSSIA, )

AND ALONG THE SOUTHERN SHORE OF THE

LAKES OF VAN AND URUMIAH,

IN THE

[ AUTUMN AND WINTER or 1837.

| By CAPTAIN RICHARD WILBRAHAM,

SEVENTH ROYAL FUSILIERS,

LATELY EMPLOYED ON A PARTICULAR SERVICE IN PERSIA.

LONDON:
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.

1839.
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viii PREFACE.

recording more or less fully the impressions
of the day. Many a page has been written
amid hurry and confusion, or after a long
and fatiguing march ; but I have preferred
giving unaltered the remarks which the mo-
ment suggested.

The rapidity with which the advance of
winter obliged me to traverse the interesting

country which borders upon|Koordistan) un-
fortunately, prevented my adding to the very
scanty information which we possess regard-
ing the geography of that portion of Asia;

but I venture to hope, that even the slight|

sketches contained in these pages may throw
some additional light upon the more inte-
resting subject of the social and moral con-
dition of nations to which public attention
has of late years been so eagerly directed.

Rode Hall, Cheshire,
April 6th, 1839.
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KHAN MAHMOUD. 345

claimed the authority of the Catholicos of
Etchmiadzin. 'The church of Aghtamar
has, however, returned to its allegiance. I
halted to breakfast at a small village on
the margin of the lake, and despatched a
horseman to the neighbouring Castle of
Pasvakh to announce my approach to Khan
Mahmoud.

Khan Mahmoud is a powerful Koordish
chieftain, nominally subject to the jurisdic-

tion of the Pasha of Van, but virtually inde-
pendent. Several times he has raised the

standard of rebellion against the Porte, and he
has hitherto always escaped with impunity.
Last year he seized a district belonging to
the Pashalik of Van, which he still retains.
Besides these more daring exploits, the

Khan condescends to plunder any cara-

vans that may chance to pass through his

territories.

The castle of this Koordish Rob Roy stands
on the summit of a low conical hill, detached
from the chain of the Erdoz, and overlooking

19




346 A KOORDISH ROB ROY.

a well-cultivated valley abounding in villages,
and stretching as far as the shores of the
lake. A winding path of exceeding steepness
conducts to the low and narrow gateway which
opens upon the principal court. The chief
himself was unfortunately absent upon a
hunting excursion, and it was uncertain when
he would return. I regretted losing an op-
portunity of seeing a man who has made him-
self the terror of the surrounding country;
but it would have been very inconvenient to
me to remain long, and I half suspected that
his hunting excursion might prove to be a
foray.

The court was crowded with the Khan’s
retainers,—tall, handsome Koords, all armed
with spears and pistols, and clad in the very
picturesque garb of their country. I was re-

ceived with great courtesy by the master of
the household, who ushered me through a
dark corridor into a long, low hall, dimly-
lighted by narrow openings in the massive
walls, resembling loopholes rather than win-

20




CASTLE OF VASTAN, 347

dows. |Coffee and pipes were handed round,
succeeded by [sherbef]; and I found the old
Koord an entertaining companion. Once,

indeed, I was not very well pleased at his
admiration of my watch, and his broad hints
that he would like very much to be the
owner of it. But there was no cause of un-

easiness; for, while under the protection
of these Koordish chiefs, you are perfectly

secure.

I now dismissed the trusty servant whom
Sheriff Beg had sent with me, and gave him a
letter of thanks to his lord, who had requested
that I would give him notice of my safe
arrival at the ICastle of Pasvakhl Escorted
by a party of Khan Mahmoud’s horsemen, I

resumed my journey towards Van; and, de-
scending to the shores of the lake, I rode
along the sandy beach. After three hours I
found myself beneath the wall of a disman-
tled fortress, whose outline was barely trace-
able in the gloom of falling night. This was
the ancient castle of Vastan, once a royal

21




360 | KOORDISH SERVANT,.

quietly by my side should have caused its
threadbare condition I begged leave to doubt.
To do the fellow justice, he looked half
ashamed to prefer his request. These Ta-
tars are very expensive, but the advantage
of their services more than counterbalances
the additional cost, and on a road like that

which I had just travelled, where an Euro-
pean is very rarely seen, they are quite in-
dispensable. During the winter it is much

safer to travel among the Koords than during
the summer; for when the plains no longer

ord pasturage for their flocks, they retire
to their villages, leaving behind them the
lawless, predatory habits in some degree in-
separable from a nomade life. I also dis-

missed Khan Mahmoud’s trusty follower, a
lively rattling Koord, who had caused me
much amusement by the way. He committed
all sorts of extravaganzas, for which his con-

stant excuse was—*“ I am not a man, but a

Koord.”

November 25th.—When I mounted my horse
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376 THE NESTORIANS.

Egypt, where he died. Itis to be hoped that
much historical information may be gleaned
from the Syriac manuscripts of the Nesto-
rians, of which they themselves say that
they possess large collections in their con-

vents. Their own traditions state them to
have been a colony of Christian Jews, trans-

planted to[ Koordistan fin the earliest days of

Christianity.

23




391

» CHAPTER XXXV.

A Vicious Horse—Calcareous Springs —Deh-Khargan—Ar-
rival at Tabreez— News from Tehran — Progress of the
Siege of Herat—Mahommed Khan Keraia.

ON the following morning the Prince did not,
of course, make his appearance. Mr. Mer-
rick and I breakfasted together, and he then
mounted his horse to accompany me a few
miles on my journey. I must not omit to
mention, as a very rare occurrence in Persia,
that the servants of Malek Kossim Mirza re-
fused the customary present when I mounted
my horse. The morning was bitterly cold,
and the wind blew fresh from the snowy
mountains which intervene betwixt the lake
and Tabreez. In passing through a small
village, we overtook a countryman leading a
horse, which he was taking to Tabreez, but
which he feared to mount. My head servant,

24



392 [A VICIOUS HORSE.

of-
fered to ride him as far as his destination, an
offer which the man gladly accepted. There
was, however, a third party to be consulted,
the horse himself, who, as soon as my servant,
attempted to saddle him, turned upon him,
knocked him down, and, kneeling upon his
chest, seized him by the arm, as if he would

|a Koord, who was an excellent horseman,

difficulty we rescued the poor fellow, who
slunk away sorely discomfited. It is very
rare to meet with a vicious horse in Persia,
and it is quite wonderful, considering the
crowds in which they are ridden, that so few
accidents occur. The Arab horse is, gene-
rally speaking, gentle and docile, although
high-spirited. Much may be attributed to
the riding, and the old proverb is true which

says—* After an Arab you will always find a
horse pleasant to ride : after a Persian, some-
times: after a Koord, never.”

Near the shores of the lake I stopped to
examine a low, sloping bank, from which
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142 The Land of Ararat.

During their stay at Erzeroum they were on
their best behaviour, but this was more than I had
expected from the impression made on me by
their ferocious appearance and general charac-
teristics. I could not look on them without
recalling their cruel treatment of the defenceless
Christians, and, often, even of their Mahommedan
neighbours. It was some relief to know that at
last the Imperial authorities had taken them in
hand in order to stop their depredations in these
respects.

How to reduce these Koords 10 order and to
bring them properly under his control is one of
the most serious problems which the Sultan has
to solve in his efforts to introduce reforms into

Koordistan.

In the first place we may regard its whole
region as being now in a similar social and
political condition to that in which the Highlands
|of Scotland were two or three centuries agol Its
wild tribes have no idea of either law or order.
In their feudal system of government, and in their

aristocratic bearing, theylresemble the Bosnian

Mussulmans, who, as they could not be kept in order.
by the Turks, were transferred to the control of.
the Austrians, at the Berlin Conference in 1878.
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Those Terrible Koords. 143

Then the great body of the Koords are
nomadic, wandering from one pasture to another

according to the seasons of the year. In summer
they graze their flocks on high mountain ranges,
from which they drive them to the lower valleys
and plains as the season advances.

From time immemorial they have preyed upon
the peaceful and industrious villagers and peasants
of Armenia. Since their conquest of the country
the Turks, either through inability or from policy,
have never protected their Christian subjects, as
they ought to have done, from the ravages of
these barbarians. As a consequence thousands
of Armenians have emigrated to Russia to the
enrichment of her population.

While the Christians of Van, Moush, and Bitlis
have been well under Turkish protection, the

villages scattered round them over an area of a
few miles have been gutted by the Koords, and
many of their well-to-do families have consequently
been reduced to beggary. And this state of things
exists to-day, to a sad extent, in this region.
Some of the predecessors of the Sultan were,
in a measure, successful in .suppressing several of

the more troublesome and rebellious ol these
Koordish chiefs, but none of them were able
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144 The Lond of Ararat.

effectually to restrain the hordes which from time

o time crossed the Persian frontier, and who, after
heir predatory raids on Turkish territory, re-
crossed it again with their plunder.

These brigands, originally Koords, now include
amongst them alarge number of Lazes and Tcher-
kesses who emigrated from their country when it
was annexed to Russia in 1878. In character
these men are but little behind the former in their
barbarity and ferociousness. To these hordes
must be chiefly referred the outrages inflicted
upon them of which the Armenians in the dis-
tricts mentioned so loudly complain.

Hitherto these robbers have often been treated
by the Turkish authorities with great severity
in order to check their inhuman propensities.
Although some of them, when caught, have been
impaled and others roasted alive, they have until
recently continued their depredations almost un-
checked. Since my visit to Armenia, however,
the Turkish Government having increased their
military forces on the border, have taken them so
seriously in hand as to have arrested these depre-
dations to some extent.

The plan adopted by the Sultan to bring the
Koords in his own territory under control, as
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Fell back out of Range. 145

already stated, is to organize them into cavalry
regiments under the command of officers of the
regular army, who would be held responsible for
their conduct towards their Christian fellow
subjects.

Possibly this scheme may succeed, so far as its

primary object 1s concerned, for these wild tribes
may be made more valuable by discipline in
the event of a future war with Russia than
they were during the last one, when used by
Mouchtar Pasha as irregular cavalry. In every

instance 1n which ne brought them into action
with the enemy they behaved very badly. In-
stead of charging the Cossacks when ordered,
their front ranks continuously took up a position
in the rear of their comrades until the whole mass
fell back out of range. They then turned so
ferociously upon the defenceless Armenians that
scarcely one of their villages escaped them.
Not content with plundering them, they violated
every Armenian girl upon whom they could lay
their hands. They also murdered in cold blood
978 soldiers of the Russian garrison at Bayazid
after they had been disarmed and before the
Turkish officers could check them.

But this well-meant effort on the part of H.M.

L
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146 . The Land of Ararat.

‘the Sultan can only, in view of past experience,
“be regarded in the light of an experiment, which,

as Sir James Ferguson stated in reply to questions

in Parliament relative to the organization of the
Koords, ‘“ must be watched with interest.” When,

"however, it is remembered that the Armenians are
-being left entirely unarmed, no one will be sur-
iprised to learn that they regarded with fear and
rtrembling this method of reforming one of the

“evils from which they and their ancestors have so
“terribly suffered. When one of these regiments of
1 Koords was organized at Erzingian a year ago a
number of them were reported to me as having
,gone through the bazaar] and drawing their hands

:significantly across their throats, advised the
: Christians to secure places in their cemetery, for
< hitherto what they had done to them was on their
‘own authority, but now acting under that of the
. Sultan, they would finish them. Although this may
"have been mere bravado, it illustrates the terrorism
-exercised by these tribes over the Armenians,
‘and warrants the desponding views which the
'latter entertain of their being taken into the
~favour of the Government.

The remedy. which the Sultan seems to have
.adopted for this evil will, if successful, be slow in
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Slow but possibly Sure. 147

its operation, for. it may take a generation of

military training and civil control to change the
predatory and lawless habits of these uncivilized
mountaineers, but there are reasons for hoping

that this end may be attained sooner than is
expected. For example, as a race they have high
capabilities, as has been manifested by many of
them when fully brought under the influence of

civilized life. We have one remarkable illustration
of this in_the enlightened and able Minister for
Foreign Affairs now at the Porte, who is himself a
Koord.

There is also another ground of hope that the
measures being taken by the Sultan to reduce the

Koords to order may be the proper step in this
direction. They seem to be founded on the
principle suggested by Idris, the Turkish historian,
who counselled that all attempts to bring the
Koords under law and order should be based
upon the recognition of their tribal and hereditary
rights and prejudices, and on the great respect
they have for their chieftains. In this way only

did he deem it possible to soften their hostility
and eventually reduce them to order.

- The shops and bazaars of Erzeroum gave one
an_interesting view of the economic condition of
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Tales by a Civilized Koord. 159

attempt to punish him, for the Erzeroum. court
acquitted Hussein Agha through his bribery of
the officials, which he alleged had cost him six
hundred Turkish pounds.

. When conversing further with this civilized
Koord, and having asked him about the condition
of affairs in the region near Bayazid, he com-
plained about them as strongly as did the Arme-
nians. ‘‘ The Pashas,” he said, ‘“ who were near
enough to the capital and Europe were on their
good behaviour, but these in these distant provinces
-did as they pleased, and robbed and oppressed the
people!” He then gave me a number of instances
illustrative of his statement, which from want of
space I cannot repeat here. Summarily they
were but a repetition of the old story of Turkish
misgovernment by its officials. Waxing warm
with the subject, to my surprise he wound up by
declaring that there were 700 Koords in_ his district
ready to go over to the English if they would
come and govern the country! It will thus be
seen, as an honest Pasha told me ten years ago,
that his co-religionists suffered as much from the
misgovernment of the country as did the Chris-
tians, and perhaps more, for they had no one to
speak for them, and at the same time expressed
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160 The Land of Ararat.

the hope that the British Government in the
reforms it insisted upon under the Cyprus con-
vention would not forget them.

While referring to this Koordish district I may
mention the following outrage committed in one
of its villages. Four men of their force of mounted
police were billetted on one of its inhabitants.
Afraid of violence to his wife he immediately sent
her out of the house to that of a neighbour.
After he had feasted them on the best he had they
asked for her, and when he refused to tell where
she was they beat him to death. An inquest was
held on the body by three Turkish and an
Austrian military doctor. The latter declared
that he had died in consequence of the beating he
had received, but the former insisted he had died
of some latent disease! The consequence was
that the Zaptiehs got off scot free, but I am afraid
that the Austrian doctor endangered his future
prospects in the Turkish service by his honest
frankness.

I heard of another such inquest in the case of
a Koord who had sought shelter late one night in
the house of an Armenian priest in a village in the
district of Alaschgerd. He was ill when he came,
and died before morning. An inquest was held
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Homw Ismail Collected Taxes. 161

next day by Turkish military doctors, who declared
he had been poisoned by the priest, although, as I
learned on good authority, no traces of poison had
been found. His host, on this verdict, was sent
to prison, where he no doubt still remains, either
the victim of medical ignorance, or more likely
that of Moslem prejudice against his race.

The Imperial taxes in Turkey, moderate in them-
selves, are not only unequally distributed, but are
often most cruelly collected. Here, for example,
is an instance of how Ismail Bey, Kaimakam of
Knus, on a recent occasion collected the Christian
military exemption tax from a certain village in his
district. Two months before it was legally due he
not only insisted upon its payment, but demanded
double the amount, that is, four instead of two
medjidies per head of its adult population. Those
of them who were able to do so paid, but under
protest ; the others, who were unprepared to meet
the demand, were taken by Ismail’s orders into the
stables of the house where he had put up and beaten
by the soldiers he had with him. After the poor
fellows had been thus tortured, to the satisfaction
of their tormentors, they were smeared over with
cow-dung. Ismail then turned round upon those
who had already paid and threatened that if they

M
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"ton of the Lion and
~ Cochran, of the Urumia misston, for saving the
C¢ity of Urumia from capture by the Kurdish |

- ative

IIAten WItI FEVETEnCe ATG HAGINENS 10 Tur
spoken or read from the peinted page  Aal
the peopls are convinced of thelr hopeloss j

real, sometimes Imagined, it ts an o
prokress, begetting mendicancy and destroylng
eelt-rerpect,

HOSPITAL

18 slowly being coversd with water. The
centres have many branche., in chargs of
belpers. The work in Teheran, Tabriz
4nd Hamadan is among the Armenia t Uru-
mia it 18 among the Nestoriaos The Urumia
station extonds its work as far as Mosul, In

The dead Shah contributed about $300 yearly
to the miasion hospital In Teheran and was on
friendly terms with ail the mixsionaries whom he
had occasion to mest. He conferred the decora-

Jon and Bun upon Dr. Josopa T

army under Shelkh Obeldullah fifteen years ago,

BUILDINGS.

‘with grain. The Iargest of these plains Is that
In which the ofty of Urumia fa pituated, and
amid a denss Moslem population contains about
20000 Nestorian Christlans, with a few thou-
sands more in the plaine north and south of it
Beyond these small plales nnd ntervening foot-
hills strotches the greal ramge of mountaln
which divides Persin und Turkey. West of this
Kreat mountaln wall are the high plains and
rugged valleys of Turkish Kurdistan, an Alptng
reglon whose highest peakn Hse 15,000 feot above
the level of the sea. West and south of the
mountains broader valleys stretch dewn 1o the
banks of the Tigris River, cuiting through the
broad alluvial plains of anclent Ansyrin

“In this reglon live the Newtorlans, as Europe

calls them, Syrians as they call themnelves, 100,-
000 to 1000 In Dumber. amonk ten tmes a8
Peratan, Turkish and Kurdish Moslems. A
few thousand Armenlans and Jews are found In
the same reglon. The original home of the Nes
torfans was doubticss In the plains of Assyria,
and with more right than any other people they
can clalm descent from the race that under
Bargon and Sennacherit conquered Western Asta.
The ge they spenk Is the modern repre-
sentative of the old Syrisc or Aramale, which
win spoken In the time of Christ from the bor-
ders of Egypt to Babylon. The Nestorlans Hv-
ing In the reglon about Mosul have joined the
Roman communion, as have also a few In Pereia,
In Persia, and 10 & lesser extent in Kurdistan,
there is a dody of Protestants by superior In-
telligence fnfluential beyond their numbers. The
mass of the peaple, Including almost w1l of those
in Kurdistan, acknowledgo the spiritual author
ity of the Nestorlan Patriarch,
“"The Nestorians Within the field hereln de-
gcribed muy be divided soughly Into:

“(1) Thoso livieg In Urumla and adjacent plalns

Dr. Cochran s the only

Cristian on earth who can travel through the|
.u"'-l-m of Kurdintan in safety. H

i :l ® often placed the Kurds under obliga-|

- him that eves, the most bloodthiraty bane

;'.D:l them feels some sort of gratitude)
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NESTORTAN MOUNTAINEERS,

vary widely, In one

village from 0 to 400 gather in & large church,

a landmark for miles around. One-third of the
population are church members, and most of
Even the 014 €5

thern

¥
In another village the men ar
Tvex of wandering beggary and v
Bood In Russin, and have lost all rell
preacher gathers a congremition of woen, with
& handfal of men. In another a litle group
Kathers abont the preacher n a room which ta
storercom, Kitehen, parfor, sieeplng-roons and
everything else fir a fasmlly of twenty.

““The misfonary in his tour may gather his
avdience in the shadow of an old church, the
Tegendury hintory of which began 1500 yeurs
ago, or which, by traditlon of popular ace
coptance, was carried By angels In the atr to
ita present site, or bullt in mortar made with
the milk of mountain sh-p, who every even-
Ing come with thelr willing offering. He may
gather the shephords from the Aocks and the
women from their ehurns (o bls teat door In the
mountaln pastures, where the water bursts
from banks of perenninl snow, and spring flow-
era bloom In August

“Revivals have besn a very effectual means
of work, and many persons have been led fn
such times of sjecial prescnce of God's spirit to
the true service of Christ. The winter in the
season In the villages of the in for such
evangelistic work, and we plan for them every
¥

car.
“A church has thus grown up, Protestant and
Evangelieal Presbyterian in  principle, bu
adapted to loc cdn and cuntoms.  This
church is self-governing, with its own articles
of faith, ecclesinntical laws and ccurts, It con-
tributes In wome degres o lt4 OWn SUPpOTrt.
In membership 1t numbers more than two thou-
sand. The preachicrs of the Evaogelival Chusch

; /)

e’
0f g "r (
i ol i1
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to-day are the native missionaries n Persla.
On them the Bible Society bas depended to
carry the Scriptures into almost every city of
the kingdom. occupy the outposts of mis-
the
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AFFAIR OF ARTIN. 93

was to be hanged in the course of the day. The oda
bashi, after we had rescued him from his various tor-
mentors, presented himself before me. He was a
good-looking man, about thirty-five years of age, with
a black beard, and respectably dressed in blue, in the
style usually adopted by the| Armenian Christians| He
said he had been tortured by the order of the Kiaya

Bey; the bones were put to his temples, some ol his
teeth drawn, his nails pierced, his left thigh torn with
pincers; he was hung up by the arms by ropes, but

the hot cup was not placed upon his head. He show-
ed me the marks of the pincers and other scars about
his body—evident proofs of the truth of his assertion.
The two soldiers who were convicted of having stolen
the goods (the oda bashi being entirely ignorant of the
whole transaction) were to be brought before the Coun-
cil on the following Monday. They are now in pris-
on, and will be sentenced to pay the other half of the
value of the stolen goods. This information the oda
bashi received from the merchant Mehemed, the own-
er of the lost property. -He has not heard any other
particulars about the soldiers.

From the above account it appears that much injus-
tice may probably be carried on by the inferior officers
of the government which never gets to the ears of the
Pasha, small officials being notoriously more tyrannical
than greater men. The Pasha himself appears to be
a kind-hearted, well-intentioned man in a general way ;
but, in cases where his own interest is not directly con-
cerned, he does not look into the affairs of the pashalik
with sufficient keenness to prevent his subordinate offi-
cers from practicing various acts of oppression and ex-
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94 ARMENIA.

tortion, according to the fashion of the good old times

when Turkey, like the United States of America, was

a land of liberty, where every free and independent cit:
: : : S

ing to some doctors of the la.wl pashas, v1z1rs} &c., might
| cut off a few heads every day for no given reason, but
just for amusement. The Sultan had the privilege of

destroying [fourteen lives|per day of his faithful sub-

jécts, who might have committed no crime; aiter that
number, some reason was expected to be shown for the
further use of the sword and bow-string on that day.
Now the case is altered: fewer crimes are committed
in Turkey than in London, and the Turkish pashas en-
deavor to stop such practices as are considered discred-
itable on the part of the inferior officers; though they
have to contend with great difficulties in a country
where it is hardly possible to get at the truth, and
where the inferior officers have for generations been
accustomed to plunder those below them, directly they
are out of sight of the higher authorities; trusting to
the want of communication, the slight knowledge of
writing, and the many obstacles in the way which pre-
vent the poor man’s story getting to the ears of the
Pasha or the Sultan, who, in these days at least, are
anxious to remedy such abuses, and to distribute jus-
tice with a tolerably impartial hand. I had great sat-
isfaction in hearing afterward that, owing to my exer-
tions in this and other cases—the good cause being
taken up warmly by Colonel Williams, after I was gone
—all torture was authoritatively abolished in the pasha-
lik of Erzeroom; and I am in hopes that, except in
some snug little dungeon in the rocky castle of a half
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| EXECUTION OF A KOORD. 95

| independent Koordish chief, this horrible custom is al-
most extinct.

The Koord above mentioned was hanged in so orig-
inal a manner that I must shortly describe it, as it
took place immediately under my window. What we
called at school a cat-gallows was erected close to a
bridge, over the little stream which ran down the horse-
market, between my house and the bottom of the hill
of the citadel. The culprit stood under this; the cross-
beam was not two feet above his head ; a kawass, hav-

ing tied a rope to one end of the beam, passed a slip-
|_klit round the neck of the Koord, a young and very

handsome man, with long black hair; he then drew
the rope over the other end of the beam, and pulled
away till the poor man’s feet were just off the ground,

| when he tied the rope in a knot, leaving the dead bodyl
hanging, supported by two ropes in the form of the let-
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96 ARMENIA.

ter V. Hardly any one was looking on, and in the aft-
ernoon the body was taken down and buried.

I shall always consider this case as a remarkable in-
stance of the power of fatalism over the mind of an

ignorant and superstitious man. This Koord was en-
tirely the cause of his own execution: no one knew

him by sight at Erzeroom, and there was not the slight-
est necess1ty for his declaring his name to the Pasha,

putrages of all kinds among the villages of Koordls-

His punishment for stealing a horse would not

mission that he was a notorious malefactor, for whom
the police had long been on the look-out, he might have
been alive to this day, to rob.and murder, till somebody
shot him, or he became too old for the exertion. Fa-
talism, in other cases, has a powerful influence over
the true believers in the armies of Islam. The soldier
goes to battle with the firm belief that, if his hour is
not come, the cannon of the enemy can have no power
over him ; and that if his hour is arrived, the angel of
death will call him, whether he may be seated on his
divan, or walking in full health in his garden at home:
just as readily does he bow his head to fate in one
place as in another. By this institution of the Koran,
the wonderful genius of Mohammed has gained many
a victory by the hands of his trusting and believing
followers for the caliphs and sultans of his creed. Some
of the reforms of Sultan Mahmoud, by treating lightly
many of the ancient prejudices of the Osmanlis, have
shaken the throne under his feet. The progress of in-
fidelity, which has begun at Constantinople, is the great-
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LITTLE CHILDREN IN EDEN

By C. H. WHEELER,

MISSIONARY IN EASTERN TURKEY, IN ASIA; AUTHOR
OF “TEN YEARS ON THE EUPHRATES,” “ LETTERS
FROM EDEN,” AND ‘“GRACE ILLUSTRATED.”

“ Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to
come unto Me, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.”

PORTLAND:
HOYT, FOGG & DONHAM.
18706.
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20 LITTLE CHILDREN IN EDEN.

A little less wretched are the Yez-i-
dees—devil worshippers—for they have
fixed homes and some home comforts,
such as their miserable mud hovels can
afford.

In what we say of “Children in Eden,”
we must leave out of the account these
poor creatures, for whom we can do
nothing more than to pity them.

After them come the children of the
rulers of the land] the Turks, and those
of the Koords, wljosc condition is much
better than that of the Arabs and the
Yezidees. But these, too, are Moham-
medans, and|sunk 1n the deepest spirituall
darkness, about all the catechism taught
them being, “ There is but one God, and
Mohammed is His prophet,” and “All

[Christians are dogs)”’

Come we, then, to the remaining chil-
dren, those of nominally Christian sects,
and chief among these, the Syrians and
Armenians.
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FROM THE KOORDISH CAMP TO YUZGAT. 357

perches, fastened by the leg with a tiny chain. I try to induce
them to make a flight, but for some reason or other they refuse ;
an Osmanli Turk would have accommodated me in a minute.
Soon I arrive at another Koordish camp, fording a stream in order
to reach their tents, for I have not yet breakfasted, and know full
well that no better opportunity of obtaining one will be likely to
turn up. Entering the nearest tent, I make no ceremony of call-
ing for refreshments, knowing well enough that a heaping dish of
pillaw will be forthcoming, and that the hospitable Koords will re-
the ordering of it as the most natural thing in the world.
e pillaw is of rice, mutton, and green kerbs, and is brought in a
large pewter dish; and, together with sheet bread and a bowl of
excellent yaort, is brought on a massive pewter tray, which has pos-
sibly belonged to the tribe for centuries. These tents are divided
into several compartments; one end is a compartment where the
men congregate in the daytime, and the younger men sleep at
night, and where guests are received and entertained ; the central
space is the commissary and female industrial department ; the
others are female and family sleeping places. Each compartment
is partitioned off with a hanging carpet partition ; light portable
railing of small, upright willow sticks bound closely together pro-
tects the central compartment from a horde of dogs hungrily nosing
about the camp, and small * coops ” of the same material are usu-
ally built inside as a further protection for bowls of milk, yaort,
butter, cheese, and cooked food ; they also obtain fowls from the
villagers, which they keep cooped up in a similar manner, until
the hapless prisoners are required to fulfil their destiny in chicken
pillaw ; the capacious covering over all is strongly woven goats’™-
hair material of a black or smoky brown color. In a wealthy tribe,
the tent of their sheikh is often a capacious affair, twenty-five by
one hundred feet, containing, among other compartments, stabling
and hay-room for the sheikh’s horses in winter. .

My breakfast 1s brought in from the culinary department by a

young woman of most striking appearance, certainly not less than
six feet in height ; she is of slender, willowy build, and straight as
an arrow ; a wealth of auburn hair is surmounted by a small, gay-
colored turban ; her complexion is fairer than common among
Koordish woman, and her features are the queenly features of a

Juno ; the eyes are brown and lustrous, and, were the expression
but of ordinary gentleness, the picture would be perfect ; but they
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358 FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO T

are the round, wild-looking orbs of a newly-e
kin-like eyes, that would, most assuredly, turn gr
in the dark. Other women come to take a look
gathering around and staring at me, while I eat, -
—and such eyes ! I never before saw such an array
mal eyes ;” no, not even in the Zoo! Many of them a
cent types of womanhood in every other m i
symmetrically perfect ; but the
Travellers have told queer, queer m bout ]
eyed Koordish women waylaying and captu:

through Koordistan, and subjecting them to )
I have smiled, and thought them merely * travellers’
can see plain enough, this morning, that there is

in the stories, for, from a dozen pairs of female e
gleams not one smgle ra.y of bendemds: thua

f anvthing tha

Almost the ﬁrst questlon ask&i by tho men af-
whether the English and Muscovs are fighting ; the
heard of the present (summer of 1885) erisis over
boundary question, or they imagine that the English
maintain a sort of desultory warfare all the time. When I
that the Muscov is fenna (bad) they invariably express |
 [proval of the sentiment by eagerly calling each other’s
my expression. It is singular with what perfect faith
dence these rude tribesmen accept any statement I choose
nd how eagerly they seem to dwell on simple statements

t are known to every school-boy in Christendom.. I .
em with my map, showing them the pomhon of Stlm

:leel 1mpremd stoopdownandre ere

% .

‘While thus pleasantly engaged, an agod shelkh oomal

. tent and straightway begins “kicking up a blooming row ”
me. It seems that the others have been guilty of trespa

the sheikh’s prerogative, in entertaining me themselves,

conducting me to his own tent. After upbmdiag em

measured terms, he angrily orders several of the y
make themselves beanhﬁllymce torthvntha .:ﬂ!iq
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ATTACKED BY ROBBERS. 51

and myself, but, although I urged on my horse in every con-
ceivable manner, I wasthe third and last to arrive upon thé scene
of action. I still wore, at that time, a brass plate on my fez,
in token of my dignity, as an Effendi. The Kurds had scarcely
caught sight of me, when they suddenly stopped within a few
steps from the badly frightened group of people. *What do
you want here ?” I asked them in a voice of thunder. An old,
one-eyed man, armed with a shield, lance, rifle and sword, now
stepped forward, and said : * Bey Effendi, our oxen have strayed
from us, and we have been looking for them all night. Hast
thou not met with them somewhere on thy way ?”

% And is it customary to look for oxen, armed as thou art?”
said I. “Shame on thee! Has thy beard turned grey to be
soiled by thieving and robbery? If I did not regard thy old
age I should take thee at once before the Kaimakam of
Bayazid, thou insolent waylayer!”

My words and the explanations of my Kurd followers caused
the band of marauders, consisting of eight men, very soon to
understand with whom they had to deal. They are not much
afraid of Armenians and Persians as a usual thing, but they do
not deem it advisable to attack an officer of the Sultan, I
still added a few threats to my former severe reprimands, and
we had soon the satisfaction of seeing the robbers disband and

squit us. We too continued our march, during which the
Armenians never tired of expressing their gratitude to me. If
it had not been for me, they said, all the valuables brought
with them from London would have fallen into the hands of the
Kurds. I especially remarked, during the affray, the dismayand
pallor of several Persian merchants who had joined us the day
before. These men brought me, as we were about to retire to
rest, various sweetmeats, as an acknowledgment of my services.

Digitized by yriginal from
INTERNET ARCHIVE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

75



52 FROM ERZERUM TO THE PERSIAN FRONTIER.

I could not help admitting that, in the eyes of the Kurds, the
dignity of an Effendi carried considerable weight.

We came in the evening to a village called Mollak Suleiman,
inhabited, chiefly, by Armenians. At the sight of my Kurdis-
tan followers, our landlord took me aside and said to me in a
whisper : “Effendi, thou mayest well deem thyself fortunate
for having escaped unhurt. Thy followers are known, far and
wide, as the most desperate robbers ; they have never before
escorted any one across the Dagar mountain but some ill befell
him.” In an instant the whole adventure became clear to me.
These two Kurd fellows were in league with the robbers, and
but for my friend’s revolver and my Effendi headgear the day
might have proved fatal to all of us. Such occurrences are by
no means rare in this region. The people and the authorities
are well aware of the frequent cases of brigandage ; they know
who the brigands are; but, nevertheless, everybody is left to
his own bravery to defend himself.

Our Armenian host, who had received his fellows in faith and
myself with great cordiality, had a sumptuous supper prepared
for us ; the priest, clergyman and the judge of the village too,
came to pay their respects, and there was no end to tales of
robbery. In the autumn before, we were told,.a caravan, con-
sisting of forty beasts of burden and fifteen men, ninongst whom
there was an Englishman, was attacked by a robber chief and
twelve men. No sooner had the Kurds, with their customary
cry of “Lululu!” come upon them, than the Persians and Turks
took to their heels, and allowed the brigands to freely rummage
in the luggage, without molesting them. They had already driven
away a couple of animals, when the Englishman, who had
hitherto coolly stood by and watched the doings of the mis-
creants, raised his revolver without being observed, took de-
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TALES OF ROBBERS. 53

liberate aim at the chief and levelled him to the ground. The
Kurds stood for a moment dumbfounded with fright, but they
soon recovered and made a simultaneous rush upon the English-
man. The latter, who did not for an instant lose his presence
of mind, shot dead another and then again another man, crying
out to them fiercely : “ Do not come near me or I will kill
every one of you.” This had its effect; one by one the
remaining Kurds slunk away. The family of the dead chief
instituted a suit for damages against the Englishman, claiming
that the chief had been out hunting, and not robbing, when he
was killed. The Turks treated the claim quite seriously, and,
in all probability, would have mulcted the brave Englishman in
damages but for the intercession of the British Consul.

The rain wds pouring down violently when we left our hos-
pitable host next day, and at night we had to put up at an
Armenian village, containing about ten houses ; for it was too
late for us to reach on that day Diadin, the next place on our
journey. The inhabitants of that village are leading a strange
life. Man and beast, food and fuel are all stowed away under
one roof, and whilst one part of the inhabitants are sleeping
the others mount guard, on the roofs, with their arms in readi-
ness. I asked several of them why they did not ask assistance
of the governor of Erzerum, and was told, in reply:  That the
governor was himself at the head of the thieves. God alone,
and his representative on earth, the Russian Tzar, can help us.”
And the poor people were certainly right in this.

We forded through the Euphrates river and reached, before
long, a monastery, the inmates of which were Armenian friars
who were held in high respect by all the inhabitants of the
surrounding country, both Christian and Mohammedan. It is
a strikingly characteristic feature of all Eastern nations, that

Digitized by original fron
INTERNET ARCHIVE _ UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

77



54 FROM ERZERUM TO THE PERSIAN FRONTIER.

with them friars, monks, wizards, and fortune-tellers are indis-
criminately, without regard to their religion, the objects of deep
veneration. The supernatural, the mysterious excite the
humility of the Eastern man, and the Kurds go far away, to
distant countries, in pursuit of their predatory ventures, leaving
this solitary and unprotected settlement unmolested.

Towards evening we arrived at the border place, Diadin.
After considerable inquiry we succeeded in finding the house
of the judge, at whose hands we desired to procure accommoda-
tion for the night. On looking round there, I saw, sitting in
a corner of the barn, an American minister, with his wife and
children and his sister. They had been living in Urumia (in
Persia) for several years, and were now on their way home, to
_Philadelphia. Urumia and Philadelphia, what a distance !
But the members of the missionary society know no distance.

The Kurdistan Kizil, ze., chieftain, received me very kindly,
and upon my asking him for a night’s quarters, he replied :
“ Effendi, thou art welcome, but I can give thee no accommoda-
tion, unless thou desirest to share with a soldier:pasha the only
spare room in my house.”

“Soldier-pasha, or anybody else in the wide world,” I
replied. “Just show me into the room. A ride of ten hours
will tame a very Satan. Besides, I think, the stranger and I
will very well agree together.”

The Kurd, holding' a small oil-lamp in his hand, preceded
me, and took me to a place looking like a lumber-room. The
soldier-pasha was squatting in one corner. In approaching
him, to introduce myself, I recognized in the stranger, to my
great surprise, General Kolmann, otherwise called Fejzi Pasha,
one of my dearest friends. “ Well, this is a wonderful meet-
ing,” he said, after our greetings were over, and we had settled
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121

MARSOVAN.
Salary of Miss Eliza Fritcher 5 S & e £313 00
¢ ¢ Miss Fannie E. Washburn . . . . 313 00
Three Bible-Women . . . . . . . . 150 00
Girls’ Preparatory School . : o . . . 33000
Repairs Girls’ School . . SRR . 120 00
Girls in Boarding-School ¥ v s« s« & 75000
Salary of Mrs. Amelia A. Leonard o 5 . 313 00
Salary of Miss FlaviaS,Bliss . . . . . . |$313 00
Girls’ High School . . . e .| 180 00
Village Sch_ools . 165 00
Salary of Miss Phebe L. Cull . . .« o [p450 00
¢ ¢ Miss Hattie G. Powers . o s . | 450 00
Girls’ School at Ak Hissar . . . . . 45 00
BROOSA.
Five Scholarships . . . . & W W . $150 00
Total, Western Turkey . . —— $11,806 00
CENTRAL TURKEY.— AINTAB,
Salary of Miss Myra A. Proctor . . .« . $38800
¢ ¢ Miss Ellen M. Pierce . 388 00
Girls’ Boarding-School, Teachers, Steward, Mntron, &c 880 00
Village Schools o« e e e 394 00
Bible-Readers . . . . . . . . . 15000
Tours of Mission Ladies., . s e .« . 20000
Translation Fund to prepare Schoolbooks « « « . 10000
MARASH.
Salnryof Mrs. Giles F. Montgomery . . .. $388 00
Total, Central Turkey D — 2,894 00
| EASTERN TURKEY,— HARPOOT. |

Balary of Miss Harriet Seymour . . e« . .| 8344 00
¢ ¢ Miss Caroline E, Bush . .| 34400

¢ ¢ Mrs. Caroline R. Allen . ‘ .| 344 00
Ten Bible-Women . . . . . . « « | 167 00
Female Seminary . . . . . . . . . 8500

VAN,

One-half Salary of Misses C.,and M. Ely . . . $344 00
Salary of Mrs. M. W. Raynolds} . . . 344 00
Bible-Woman . « & & e W A . . 30 00
Girls’ Boarding-School . . « s 220 00
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NORTHWESTERN DEPARTMENT. 181

covered with smoke and dirt, will reflect the light coming in-
directly from your gifts. Please accept my warm thanks,
too, for my beautiful case. To use an Armenian idea, “It
came very sweet to me that you should remember me.” The
gift is all the more pleasant from the fact that it is associated
with your gatherings, and is the work of your hands, precious
gleaners. May its place be many times filled by some rich
Boaz, who will deal as bountifully with you as he did with
the lovely Ruth.

AMY.

Now I must tell you what we did with the money that we
could not give to Anna when she was taken from the work.
We are very careful how we use this ‘consecrated money.”
Anna has given a room in her house, and we have sent Amy,
a member of our school (female seminary), to teach a girls’

school there, which we call the Gleaners’ School. Miss Sey-
mour visited it a few days ago, and was very much pleased
with Amy’s manner of teaching and discipline. The mothers

told her that the children never improved so fast before, and
that the school was very orderly. Will you wish to know
something more about Amy? and learned
to read in an Armenian family. When she heard of the
seminary she begged earnestly to come, but she had nothing

to wear, and no one to help her. About this time two of the
missionaries were in the region where she lived, and her case

was pointed out to them; the Protestants of the place said it
would be dangerous to receive her at the school, as her tribe
were Mohammedan, and had threatened to kill any one who
should take her to Harpoot. Mr. Wheeler said, “If you will

deliver her at my house, I will protect her.” We thought
this the end of the matter, when one morning the cry was
made, “That Koordish girl is in the yard!” A man who
had lived many years among the Koords took her and quietly
came off with her, and our girls were greatly rejoiced. They
scemed to think that they too had a real heathen to work
for. She was soon bathed, her hair combed, and change of
16
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182 WOMAN’S WORK FOR WOMAN.

garments loaned her till she could have some made. She is
fed and clothed by a society in Fall River, and has learncd
so much in two years that she can teach a girls’ school. We
do not let her go out alone, for fear of the Turks, who would

claim her. We hope God will open the way for her to work
for her own people when she finishes her course. She is

yours to pray for now, and 1 am sure you would think the
money well spent on that school if you were on the ground.

ANOTHER JUHAR.

But this does not use up all the money. So I have also given
you another Juhar. I think I told you that Juhar and
Kohar both mean jewel. Now this Juhar is a real diamond
of the first water; she is ono of our old students; she is one
whom to know is to love, and we felt «he could do a good
work in the part of the city where she lives. She now goes
from house to house, and is giving lessons in the Scriptures
to quite a number of women. We do not think it sufficient
that she visit and pray with these families, but try to per-
suade them to read, and to help those who cannot yet under-
stand what they read. She is expected to labor most among
new families who have not yet received the truth, but willing
to read and listen to religious instruction. We try to help
those who, when they see the light, will come to it. Then
we try to impress upon each his or her personal responsi-
bility. We promise not a bed of roses, or a path that will
always be pleusant. We try to show them what Christ
meant when he said, “ If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.”
Some come for the “loaves and the fishes,” but soon leave us
and go their own way. I hope you and the dear gleaners
will make “much prayer” for this, your second Juhar, whom
we give you till Anna can resume her work.

¢ ALL the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto
the Lord.”
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1

TEN YEARS

ON

THE EUPHRATES;

oR,

PRIMITIVE MISSIONARY POLICY ILLUSTRATED.

BY REV. C. H' WHEELER,

MISSIONARY IN EASTERN TURKEY.

WITH AN INTRODUCTION
BY REV. N. G. CLARK, D.D,,
COR. BEC. A. B. C. F. M,

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

— MARK xvi. 15.
Upon this rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall

not prevail against it. — MATT. xvi. 18.

PUBLISHED BY THE
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, AND COMPANY,

831 WASHINGTON S1., BOSTON.
A. D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., New YORK.
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MISSIONS IN TURKEY AND PERSIA. 21

key in Asia, are occupied by missionaries of
the Board. The languages here used are

chiefly three: the Bulgarian, lamong the peo-

ple of that name in the first four cities men-
tioned, th among a portion of the
Armenians, and the Turkish) among the mass of
the people, including Armenians and Bulgari-
ans, as well as Turks and Greeks and the other
numerous races which make up that strange
conglomerate, the population of Turkey. From

the mission press in Constantinople] Dr. Riggs

has given to the Armenians of northern and
eastern Turkey an admirable translation of the
Bible in their own tongue, and entered upon
the same work for the Bulgarians in their lan-
guage. previous to his death,
gave to the Armenians of the Central Mis-
sion and elsewhere an IArmeno-Turkish |Bible,
that is, in the Turkish language, printed in the
Armenian character, and m does
the same for the Turks, by Tevising the trans-

lation which has been made in their “ongue,

| the Arabo-Turkish. |

From the same press has also been issned
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22 TEN YEARS ON THE EUPHRATES.

the Graco-Turkish Bible, and the four gospelJ
in Koormangie Koordish,fusing the Armenian

alphabet.” This is probably thel only book|ever

printed in that language{ which 1s used not

only by a large portion of the Koords, but also
by many thousands of Armenians, Turks, Yez-
idees, Jacobites, and Nestorians in Koordistan
the eastern portion of Turkey in Asia. From

this same press have gone forth many thousands
of copies of such books as The Saint’s Rest,
Pilgrim’s Progress, Doddridge’s Rise and
Progress, Flavel on Keeping the Heart, Mary
Lothrop, Work of the Holy Spirit, Nelson’s
Cause and Cure of Infidelity, James’s Anxious
Inquirer, Tract Primer, Hymn Books, etc., also
thousands of tracts in various languages and
on various subjects, and semi-monthly papers
in Armenian and Armeno-Turkish.

An earnest effort, which we hope will also
be persistent and successful, is now being made
to throw upon the churches in this mission the
support of their own pastors, as well as to give
pastors to those still without them. In this
hard task, made harder by the cpposition of
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PRINCIPAL RACES. 45

ourselves about him ; but that other spirit” —
whose name they are careful never to profane
by uttering it— ¢ needs to be propitiated.”” So
they forget God, and yield themselves up to tho
control of their own hearts’ lusts, as do thou-
sands in Christian lands under another name
and pretense, real Yezidees all.

Of a third class of the population, the
Koorbps, I can not speak better than in extracts
“rom a letter upon them by Mr. Allen of Har-
poot. ¢ Of their history very little is known.

It is said that they are of Persian origiul, which

seems quite probable. They are most numer-
ous as we approa¢h the borders of Persia ; so+:e-
what resemble the Persians in form and fea-

tures; anﬂ, which is a still stronger proof, many
words are common to the Persian and Koord-

1sh languages, so much so that one who under-
stands the two dialects of the Koordish can, it
is said, understand Persian. They do not live

exclusively in Koordistan, but are scattered
over al great part of Asiatic Turkey.l The

—mountains—are  their cirosen places of wbode:

They live in small villages in their mountain
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46 TEN YEARS ON THE EUPHRATES.

fastnesses, and seldom, if ever, in the villages
of the plains, or in the large cities. In this

they take great pride, looking upon the city

[“people as weak and effeminate] There are two

principal branches of the race, the Koords
proper, and the Kuzzlebashes (i.e., ¢Red-

‘reads®)y.—Bothare divided imto many tribes;
“each having its own chief. The impressionl
that they are all robbers is far from the tputh..‘
Many of them, indeed, make robbery their
business, but the great majority live quietly in
their mountain villages, pursuing lawful occu-
pations. They are mostly farmers, cultivating

the soil of their hillsides and mountain ravines

to supply merely their own wants. They kelap
herds of cattle and flocks of sheep and goats.
They make excellent cheese, and their butter

would be good were it not churned in goat-
skins, turned hair side in, so as to have too
many hairs in it to suit a fastidious taste.
They also have the dishonest practice of mix-
ing flour with their butter to sell. Nearly all
the cloth they use is of their own manufacture.
They also weave carpets from the strong coarse
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PRINCIPAL RACES. 47

wool of their large-tailed sheep, which are very
durable, lasting from generation to generation.

The Koords are Mohammedans, at least in
name, but a great part of them only in name.

They have religious rites and ceremonies
among them which as yet are little known, but
seem to be a strange mixture of Christian,

Mohammedan, and heathen rites. The Koords
proper are the most faithful to the Mohamme-
dan religion. The other branch, the Kfzzle-
bashes, have more forms peculiar to them-
selves. They generally try to conceal their

real belief, from fear of the Turks. One
strange doctrine among them is that the Holy
Spirit dwells in one of their number. This
lperson is called Dada, gnd is treated with
great reverence, everything which he says be-
ing regarded as inspired. Many, if not all, of
the Kuzzlebashes are pantheists, and in preach-
ing to them Christ crucified, we must not be

too much encouraged by their receiving him as
divine, since they also receive everything as
divine; Christ and Mohammed as well as
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48 TEN YEARS ON THE EUPHRATES.

other men,— animals, trees, and rocks, —all
are God to them.”

The name of the Koords seems to have
been derived from that of their ancestors, the

Carduchi, through whose territory
led the retreat of the famous[*“Ten Thousand};”’

and to a great degree they retain the bold, un-
conquerable spirit of their fathers. Many of

them are really hine specimens of physical
manhood, but[intellectually] and | morally|they,

as well as the Arabs and the Yezidees, are
|very far from Godl e
In this category we may also include the

GREEKS, who are found in considerable num-
bers, especially in the north, and along the
coast of the Black Sea. ¢I distrust the Greeks
even when they bring gifts,”” is as just now as
in classic days, at least in its application to
those of the race in Turkey. That Oriental
trait of character which makes almost any
man anxious to oblige you by thinking and
talking as you do, and especially so when le
can gain anything by it, has a more intense de-
velopment among certain races; and what Mr.
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Number and Name P
of Belook. General Description.
6. Feroomad - - | A small hilly tract lying across the Kal-Shor on the borders

of Jouven and Subzwar. The villages of Feroomad and
Firoozabad, and a few emall hamlets, compose the belook.
Feroomad was formerly a large and important village.
The plateau on which it stands i wide and has a fine trap
soil, but the supply of water is scanty, and has been
decreasing for many years.

Revenue.—The nominal land revenue assessment of the district
amounts to 16,000 tomans in cash and gmln.
Populatum —Rural - - 25,000
Towns of Shahrood and Bostsm - 17,000

Total - 32,000

SectioN II.

Chiefship of Bujnoord.
- Koochan.
" Deregez.
e Kelat-i-Nadiri.

APPENDICES.
Estimate of population, &c., of border.

Bujnoord—The Eelkhanee or chief of Bujnoord divid¢s with
the rival chief of Koochan the command of the Koord| tribes
settled on the north-east frontier of Persia, and has on the whole
a more important position, though his lands are inferior and his
tribe fewer in number and less wealthy than that of his rival.

The Bujnoord tribe of Koords is known as the Shahdilloo, the
he feranloo

Originof the ,  In the reign of Shah Abbass Safavi, or about the year 1600,
Koord scttle- [ th§ Koord tribes of the west of Persia had attained to great
ments / polver, and by their endless dissensions and violent feuds threatened

! constantly the peace of the empire. "The annals (unpublished) of
the tribe relate that Shad Abbass took counsel with his ministers
as to the best mode of curbing his powerful and unruly feuda-
tories.

It was urged by his Vizier that it was impossible to control
them properly while they remained in the same tract of country
and able to unite in resisting the Imperial power, and he suggested
that a portion of them should be removed to the Khorassan
border, where they would be completely separated from their
kinsmen, and would find among the Turkomans ample scope for
the indulgence of their warlike instincts.
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The Shah approved the plan, the only objection to which was
its apparent impracticability, and laid on the shoulders of the
Vizier the difficult task of carrying it into execution. Judging
well the temper of the people he had to deal with, the Vizier
determined to send to the principal Koord chiefs a number o
presents from the Shah of very unequal value, in the expectation
that such violent disputes would ensue on any attempt at distri-
bution as would prevent a combination for at least a sufficiently
long tjme to emble him to seize the lmpomnt passes into the

shonly in arms ngamsteach other they made a last nppealto

the Shah, who sent them ordru_m_agmg_(hg_mamumnﬂg them-
selves, which they proceeded|to do in true Koord fashion,- When

the disturbance was at its height, the Royal troops entered the
country, and, siding with the stronger factions, drove the opposmg

party into its forts, and capturing these in sugcess arche
the whole of their garrisons, to the number of
or abougl half million of eoula off into the far east:
expatriated tribes were the Shahdilloo, the Zaferanloo, the

Kywanloo, and the Amanloo.

ey found their new country overrun by the Turkomans, who
had acquired a complete superiority over the Gerayli Turks and
Persians inhabiting it, and had driven them out of the “ Atak”
and the fertile valleys of the north side of the chain down to
Mashad, Nishapoor, and Bostam.

Em.ermg the “ Atak” from Deregez, the Koords drove the
Turkomans off to the Tejen apd Serruks, and extending west
occupied Ishkabad, Annau, and the famous pastures of Nissa.
Under their protection the towns of Mihna, Abivert, and Chahcha
were rebailt and re-peopled, and the Turkomans found every-
where an impenetrable barrier of Koord horsemen as active and
as daring as themselves.

After the death of Shah Abbass the Koord settlements partici-
pated in the general disorganization of the country, and the tribes
were after a few years forced to leave the Atak and recross the
mountains. They settled at Koochan, where there is still shown
the ruins of an old fort said to have been the first constructed by
them, The ruin is known as Koord Kila.

‘Ihe Zaferanloo, the most powerful tribe, occupied Chinaran, a
fertile tract with fine pastures, at the head of the Kashaf Rood the
stream draining the plain of Mashad, and Koochan, in the plain
at the head of the Attrek. The Kywanloo occupied lands
between Chinaran and Koochan, and held all the mountains as
far a8 Deregez. The Amanloo Settled south between Koochan
and Nishapoor. The tribe of Shahdilloo, against whom the others

had combined, was forced to move to the west into the hilly

country draining west into the Gurgan and north-west into the
Attrek.

Even at that time the villages of the Gerayli Turks on the
northern feeders of the Attrek had been destroyed, and the Shah-
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