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SUBJECT: KURDISTAN: Political Developments During March, 1953.
o7 =g
— ey 3
ey TABLE OF CONTENTS o
Page E
Summary 3
Agrarian Unrest: The Bukan Incident g
The Illegal Arms Market ~ 3
) Developments Within the Army W
ai Agitation Among the Tribes 0
SUMMARY 0
An armed clash in Bukan village between the chiefs and their tenants stressed 8? '

.- of agrarian tensions during the winter., Available evidence in- ()
dicated that Majlis Deputy SANJABI may have been supporting the Bukan agitators,
With ugrest came a sharp rise in arms prices and brand new weapons began to appear
on the market, General BAHARMAST was transferred from command of the Fourth Army
Division,.
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AGRARTAN UNREST: THE BUKAN INCIDENT

At noon on March 13, 1953, tenant-landlord differences in the Kurdish area of
Bukan (RJBG 1231)(1) led to a three hour gun battle within Bukan village durimg wirich
two persons were killed and at least six wounded, Order was finally reestablished
and the Government set up & special commission to study the causes of the trouble,
Eight persons were arrested and sent to Mahabad for further interrogation,(2)

There is no doubt but that for some months events had been leading up to this
climax, Agitation for radical land reform measures had stirred up minor but wide-
spread troubles among the Fayzullah Begi tribes to the south and by the end of Feb-
ruary had alarmed the leaders of such neighboring tribes as the Debukri and Gaurek,
Much of the trouble among the tenants had been sparked by a nominally pro-Government
party in Bukan under the leadership of one HADJI QASEM and Abdullah IRANI.(3)

(1) World Aeronauticel Chart, 131,000,000, 4th Ed (Revised), Sheet 340, Lake Van.
(2) Etala'at, March 15, 1953, (Tabriz Despatch 43, March 26, 1953.)
(3) Tabriz Despatch 42, March 13, 1953, p. 2.
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