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worked with him. There is a reference to the place and date
of recording of his songs by the gramophone company
which recorded 14 songs and Magams for him. We are
definite that the number of these songs has been more than
14, but because of the political situation of Sayed’s Kurdish
people in Iran, some of them have been destroyed.
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method which has been used by Zorast when singing hymns
and Zorast lived in Kurdistan.

So the main reason for the success of the songs is that
it is the music or the musical voice of other types of singing
to be musical rather than merely a group of words ora
didactic or elegant Poem to be poetic... . Since if the Poem
were leading and putting into shade the music of a song,
then we wouldn’t need elegant poetry or pompous messages
in singing. We know that the power of a pleasant musical
voice is based and dependant on poetry.

In Sayed’s songs this trait has ascended so high ... .
When listening to Sayed’s song, we will be surprised by the
magic of the voice rather than by the meaning of the Poems.
Sayed’s voice is paradoxically simple and complicated to
understand. It is apparently simple, but so hard and
complicated in content. In the tone of his voice there is
something which make us cry.. . There is something
tranluscent and deep in his voice. Everything will dissolve
in his voice which is similar to hot Water of an ocean... .
This is the magic of immortality of his voice. In comparison
to this voice, even the sweetest and most pleasant singing of
nightingales will be taken for granted. No one but Sayed
was and is able to sing in such a heavenly way. That is why
in our endeavour for perceiving the meaning of the lines of
the Poems, we are perplexed. Since Sayed, in his own state
of intoxication, paid all his attention to the pitch and tone of
his own voice and cared not the slightest bit for the words
and lines of the Poems. He adapts the words to the
atmosphere of his voice in a way similar to that of a seulptor
who changes a rough stone into his or her desired statue and
this is the case, generally speaking, with most of his songs
and specially with his Maqams. Sometimes we feel that he
breaks a word and curtails another word and even passes it
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through a mist or a fog in his voice. That is why he has got
thousands of enamoured listeners without understanding
even one Poem among his songs! ... . In other words, in the
songs of Sayed, music is leading Poems in a way that
poetry is actually lagging behind it.

In Sayed’s voice there is something not only
absolutely natural and easily flowing but also revealing an
infinite skill and power. He presents his voice in a way
which gives one the impression that there is in this man, a
mythological ability = which leads the frequencies and
pitches of the voice. There is a precise accordance between
the pitch of his voice and this and that beat without using
any energy ( thatis what we feel) and making any artificial
attempt. Sayed’s mastery in the octaves of his voice is to
such an extent that in each song he has his own octaves
which are distinct even from those of his other songs and
Magams. That is why there is no similarity between his
songs. Each song has its own characteristics. Various as
they are, they are all obedient to the great master. And that
is what they have in common.

Behind the traits of Sayed’s songs, one can see
Sayed’s mastery in Kurdish and Iranian culture. He is a
ware of and acquainted so well with the literature of the
Kurdish Language. And this has become a strong
foundation for his success. He found and chose the raw
material for his songs among the works of Kurdish mystic
Poets.

This book is the result of my research, for nine years,
concerning the life and works of Sayed Ali Asgar
Kurdistani and 1 have tried to give to my readers a
comprehensive information about this great Kurdish singer.
I have analyzed the style’s of his songs and the Poems as
well. The reader will be acquainted with the musicians who
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circle of the houses of the Kurdish a entry and landlords and
brought them to the common Kurdish people.

The way that the people and lovers of art appreciated,
during these 80 years, at on hand and imitating his songs by
his contemporary singers and those after his death, on the
other hand, are the evidences of the fact that this man of art
is the manifestation of the ancient feelings of his people and
of the original and honest art. Sayed is one of the
manifestations of Kurdish identity and life and music, both
at home and abroad. The heritage of music has come,
generation by generation, to his time ... . The greatness of
Sayed is that he also, carried this sacred heritage to his
successors. And he did it so successfully and skillfully. The
famous Kurdish musician, professor Gadir Dilan was the
first to notice this fact. “He has given an original Kurdish
style to every song he sang. “ says he. Also the prominent
singer, Sdik Ta’rif, comparing the style of Sayed with those
of other Iranian singers and as a result of his search for the
identity of Sayed’s voice, he says: ((The style of Sayed is
Kurdistani.)) This style, when listening attentively to his
voice,. gives you the impression that this is the echo of the
songs and music of the centuries ago, of the ancient times ...
. There' is something archaic in his song that from some old
foggy days in these people’s history, addresses our hearts.
That is why, sometimes we feel that this voice is so near to
us, it is a part of our hearts, and at the same time it is such
an impressive call that can create a resurrection, in which
we will see our late ancestors who have come to a new life,
we can feel their omnipotent presence among us, their
grandchildren, intoxicated by that sacred archaic music
repeated in the voice of Sayed, and dancing, hand in hand
with their grandchildren, in a pompous dance whichisa
circle as vast as the whole Kurdistan.
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If we turn the pages of the history of Kurdish music
and songs, we will find that those of Sayed’s fore runners
were of various styles of different parts of Kurdistan, which
at the same time they followed unifying rules in a way that
they can be categorized in an independent school... . The
styles, the rhythms and tones gives those songs their special
identity so as to be different from the songs of their
neighbouring tribes and nations. If we consider the explicit
and tangible characteristics of this identity which belong to
the original and the purest Kurdish music, i.e. that of
Kurdish Lawik, Hayran, Bait, Siachamana and Hora, we
will notice that all of these categories can be classified as
Maqgam. They are not of the same rhythm, yet the similarity
of the content is a preponderant trait of all of these
categories: In all of them, a problem, something didactic or
a humanitarian sorrow is the underlying basis... .The theme
of each category is penetrated into fascinating poetic
imagery. The imagery is short and brief, simple and betray
readily the theme... . But in all of them the most prominent
trait is the music which encompasses all the other traits. We
should say that other characteristics of these categories are
conveyed to us through the music. What we listen tois
neither a rough and undecorated theme nor a collection of
sheer imagery. That is why, music in Lawik, Hayran , Bait,
Siachamana and Hora is the leading component. First and
foremost it is the music that calls our feelings, not the verbal
patterns... . Sometimes, groups of words lack a musical and
poetical rhythm ! And when singers sing the songs,
specially in the case of Lawik, Hayran and Bait and
sometimes in the case of Siachamana and Hora, it is the
quality of the voice which creates the poetic foots and
musical rhythms for the lines of the songs. And this is the

283



Preface

From the time gramophownes were imported into
Iran, a group of famous Iranian musicians and singers
recorded their works on disks. Sayed Ali Asgar Kurdistani
(1882 - 1937) not only ranked among the most prominent of
these men of music but also he was the first , in the history
of Kurdish music, to record his songs, with his original
Kurdish voice, in 1929, on gramophone disks. And this,
from the very beginning, surprised the trained ears of
experts in various styles of [ranian songs. These people
began to search for the secret of his voice and as a result his
style became a special school. Sayed Ali Asgar has got a
deep root in the hearts and feeling of the Kurdish people and
even in those of neighbouring tribes and nations. That is
why prominent Persian writers and musicians, from his time
till today, have written, twice as much as what Kurdish men
of letters and music have done, on his works. Among them
we can name great and famous musicians Mr. Rouholah
Khalegi and Dr. Sasan Sepanta, and great writers, Mr.Parizi
Bastani, Mr. Mahdi Tajali Pour, Mr. Yousif Mir Shakak.
Kurdish musicians and writers as well have written a lot, in
Kurdish, Farsi an Arabic, on him. We can refer, among
these people. to professor Gader Dilan Karim, Abbas
Kamandi, Sadik Tarif, etc. In addition to these works and
researches on Sayed Ali Asgar, poets have written, during
his lifetime, lauding Poems for him and his unrivaled and
heavenly voice and this has continued after his death. Now
many singers still imitate his immortal songs and voice.

Although this Kurdish singer has recorded his voice
on gramophone disks in the worst time for Kurdish culture,
i.e. during the reign of Reza Shah Pahlaviin Iran, when
there were strict bans in the way of flourishing of Kurdish
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art and culture, so skillfully has he presented his art that
surprised musicians and singers not only of Kurdistan but of
the Persian people. His gift and ability in mounting the
ancient Iranian music, with so much dexterity, on his voice,
and at the same time creatively leaving his own and
individual marks on this music and thus creating styles of
singing different from those of the past and contemporary
singers has perplexed the experts.

In the voice of this singer, there is something so
deeply human that it has omijtted provincial frontiers and
(travelled everywhere both in Iran and the) neighboring
countries. Every musically trained ear after having listened
to Sayed Ali Asgar’s songs, will no doubt be enamoured
with it since in its depth one can find an infinite sorrow of
the sort shared by, as if throughout the history. That is why
Sayed Ali’s songs, after several decades, still remain a
memorable event in the history of music and are keeping, in
their bosoms, that hilarious secret during their strong
slouches toward the future... In other words, his songs are a
past which is a future. These songs’ past has got a deep and
extensive root in the Kurdish art and culture, seeing that
during the time after his death, his angelic voice has been a
singing bird building its nest on the high mountain of
Kurdish soul. This bird is Flying nearer and nearer to the
keen ears of the original Kurdish music and songs ... . That
is why, the farther gets Sayed Ali Asgar’s death, the more
acquainted becomes his voice to our ears. That is the
essence of the immortality of his voice. About 80 years ago
he was able, in a primitive society, to raise the value of art
so that all social strata in such a society look at it with a
respecting eye .. and pay attention to art and its magic
power... and regard art as something beautiful and holy.
Sayed Ali Asgar released Kurdish songs from the limited
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