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Brief introduction about Tuz Khurmatu

Tuz Khurmatu District is Kurdistani town in the disputed territories between Kurdistan Regional Government
and the Federal Government of Iraq. It is located 70 kilometers south of Kirkuk, 110 kilometers east of Salahadin
and 200 kilometers north of Baghdad. It is population is 190,000 at present. Kurds, Arabs, Turkman and Kurdish
Kakais reside in the town. Its make-up is also a mixture of Sunnis and Shiites. When Iraq was created Tuz Kurmatu
became one of the sub-districts of the Kifri District. It became a district in 1951. The first Chief-of -District was
Abdulrahman Nagqib. There were only two sub-districts attached to Tuz Khurmatu which were Qadir Karam and
Daqugq. In the late 1960s and early 1970s the population increased and three more sub-districts were formed to
accommodate the people. These were the sub-districts of Nawjul, Sleman Bag, Amrli. Arabization of Tuz Khurmatu
began on January 29, 1976 and it was separated from the province of Kirkuk through a decree issued by Iraqi presi-
dent Ahmad Hassan Bakr and it was attached to the province of Salahadin. The sub-district of Daquq was separated
from Tuz Khurmatu and it was named a district that remained part of the province of Kirkuk. In the Anfal genocide
between 1980 to 1988 in the sub-districts of Nawjul and Qadir Karam all villages were destroyed and many of the
Kurdish residents were killed. These two sub-districts were dissolved by a decree. Following the liberation of Iraq on

April 9, 2003 the people who had survived Anfal returned and rebuilt their lives there.

Tuz Khurmatu is a rich town and it is a strategic location which is close to Baghdad and it is in the middle of the
three provinces of Kirkuk, Salahadin and Diyala. For this reason many factories, petrol stations and restaurants are
in the town. In terms of agriculture it has a fertile land and water resources. In 1977 the construction of second
largest grain silo in Iraq began and it was completed in 1983. It has the capacity to hold 130,000 tons of wheat and

barley. Tuz Khurmatu is also rich in natural resources such as oil, gas, gravel, gypsum, sand and salt.

Tuz Khurmatu has always remained a place of coexistence among all ethnicities and religious sects since it was
built. Unfortunately, the authorities of the Government of Iraq have worked to sow discord and disharmony among
the residents. The latest example of such policies was the attacks on the Kurds on October 16, 2017 in which the
homes of Kurdish residents were looted, set on fire and destroyed. All that they did, and they are doing is systemat-

ically done by people who expert in making explosive device and detonation
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This team is a volunteer (Jurists and academics) and nonprofit team consists of some youths from Tuz Khurmatu
district to investigate and collect evidences about what has truly happened in the district to hand it to local and
international organizations, professionals and to whom may concern, to open a case in the court of law.

As the first step the team conducted a photo gallery and published this booklet that includes some pictures and
reports from international organizations that show how the disastrous deed happened; besides there is some articles of

international law that shows there is war crime, inhuman act and genocide conducted in the district.
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What happened in *th october in Tuz Khurmatu

On Saturday early morning a mischievous and disastrous fight fired between Peshmarga forces with Iraqi force
backed by Hashd Al-Shaabi PMF, few hours later, the Kurdish families flee out of the district that led hundred injured
and some martyrs left in the city. Besides hundreds of shops, homes, factories and workplaces were destroyed and

some homes intentionally blown up by -Hashd Al-Shaabi Turkmani deployed in the era.
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Statics of collateral damages caused by attacks from Hashd Al-Turk-

mani and Iraqi offical forces on kurdish population in Tuz Khurmatu
on October 16, 2017

The Human and Physical losses iTotallnumberjofidisplacedifamiliesyin
« 2 civizens and 7 Peshmerga members were martyered. SulaymaniyahlGOVernorate 3

« 115 civilians people and Peshmerga forces were injuried.

' Kalar: 1069 Families Rizgare: 1927 Families
« 4] captives were released after harsh torture. Tazade: 155 Families Darbandixan: 10 Families
« 4 sexual assaults and rapes on women as well as 1 case . . .
il spncenitid by s yolice, Sulaymaniyah: 1305 Families = Chamchamal: 1206 Families
« More than 5 people died as a result of harsh medical Barzinja: 22 Families Surdash: 212 Families
condition after being displaced. Halabja: 35 Families Kifri: 1090 Families
Sarqala: 198 Families Kokz: 88 Families
The physical (Financial) losses Nawjul: 1231 Families
« More than 3150 houses belonging to Kurdish people are ~ Total: 8548 Families

looted and stolen. Source: ].C.C Sulaymaniyah Governorate

» 53 houses, shops and factories were detonated. M E Gﬁ disp‘lac ] ﬂjlﬁjh‘ﬂ

« Roughly 530 houses, shops and markets belonging to

353 Families
flotalnumberofidisplacedifamiliesfiniKirkuks
236 Families

Kurdish citizents were robbered and burned down.

« 156 personal vehicles, load trucks, shovels and excava-
tors were stolen.

« 21 commericial places such as factories of construction

Name of Martyrs:

and building materials were plumbered.

« 15 headquarters of the Kurdistan political parties in to- - ag Date of
tal were plundered and burned down. ame Jo Killing

« Theft, looting and burning (6) government departments 1 Harun Rashid Muhamnad Pershmarga 16/10/2017
and institutions of the Kurdistan Regional Government. > Chmer Hasan Mokammed Pershmargs 16/10/2017

« 4 Kurdish local radios and TV stations were destroyed. 3 Nabaz Ali Aziz Pershmarga 16/10/2017

« More than 10 private fuel stations belonging to Kurdish

- 4 | Twana Ibrahim Mahmmud Pershmarga 16/10/2017
citizens were robbered.

As a result of these violent acts of Turkmens’ Hashd (Turk- 3 Hazhar Qadir Ahmed Hetoares 16/10/2017
men Militias) and Hashd Al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilization 6 Najat Abdulla Mahmuud Pershmarga 16/10/2017
Forces) in general against the Kurdish people in the district 7 Shamal Askandar Farish Pershmarga 16/10/2017
of Tuz Khormato, over 9137 families escaped to the other 3 Mahdi Salih Ahmed civil -arabicsunni | 16/10/2017
Kur;lish areas which acounts for 53000 displaced people in 9 Subhi Khurshed civil - arabic sunmi | 16/10/2017
total.

obtained these statistics through secret sources, and these figures change in part when the families return to the city and document what happened completely
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Omar Hassan, a Kurdish guy was killed inside his car by an RBJ P Nabaz Ali, a Kurdish Peshmerga guy was Killed by Hashd
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Harun Rashid, a Kurdish Peshmerga guy was Killed
by Hashd Turkmani
by (gpla wgdl g3,8U1 it

dhis Slrds dnas Aigges atjds SdudVgla 25y 5de
Shamal Askandar, a Kurdish guy was Killed by Hashd Turkmani Slaughtering an Arabic Sunni guy
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Between 18 and 23 Octo-
ber, Amnesty International
interviewed 42 displaced
residents of Tuz Khurmatu,
conducted analysis of satel-
lite imagery of the city and
analyzed and authenticated
photos and videos provided
by residents showing dam-
age to homes and other
civilian property caused by
arson and looting.

Tuz Khurmatu residents
told Amnesty International
that heavy clashes broke
out after midnight on 16 Oc-
tober. Most of the civilians
interviewed reported that
they fled the city between
2am and 6am as a result
of the fighting. The United
Nations Assistance Mission
for Iraq (UNAMI) informed
Amnesty International that
nearly 35,000 civilians have
fled Tuz Khurmatu since 16
October.

Read the full Amnesty
International Report:

https://www.amnesty.org/
en/latest/news/2017/10/

of-thousands-forced-to-flee-

tuz-khurmatu-amid-indiscrimi-

nate-attacks-lootings-and-arson/

AMNESTY
INTERNATIDNAL

m NIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA. ARMED CONFLICT

Iraq: Fresh evidence that tens of thousands forced to flee Tuz Khurmatu
amid indiscriminate attacks, lootings and arson

24 October 2017, 10:45 UTC

+ Lootings, arson targeted
+ Allesst 1 civifians kifled by indiscriminale affacks

» Tens of thoussads now displaced afraid 10 go back home
* Amnesty team analysed saleilite imagery, videos, phofos and dozens of testimonies

Bges, ¥iIe0s, pROTOs. collected by Amnesty IMlemational show hat giviians were
Torcad to e their homes afer fiere clashes snupted betwesn lagi goverment forces, supporsd by the Popuar
Mobikzeton Unita, and Kurdish Peshmerga forces in Iraq's y of Tuz 16 Colober 2077,

Flasidents reponed that at least 11 civilans ware kiled by indiscriminate attacks, while hundreds of properies were
losied, set on fire and desiroyed in whal appears 1o be & largated attack on predcominantly Kurdish areas of the cily.

“Within hours the lhves of countless men, women and chidren were devastated in Tuz Khumats. Thoussads have lost
their homes, shaps and everything they owned. They are now scatlersd in nearby camps, villages and cities, wondering
whEther Tney will ever be able 10 felum,” Said Lynn Maalout, D¥ector of iesearch for the Middle East &t Amnesty
Intesn ational.

“The lragi aulhoriies akeady slated Iney would not lokersle any afiacks sgainst civlians, and would hold perpetrsiors
Bccountabie. They mUstNOW pUT word 1o 300N, Initiate imparial it
Viclims must receive Il reparation end those responsibie held i sccoun.”

“Within hours the lives of countless men, women and children were devastated in
Tuz Khurmatu. ™

Lynn Maslou!, Director of Resaarch for the Middle-East & Amnesty Intsmational
Betwsen 18 and 23 October, Amnasty Injemational inferviewed 42 displaced residents of Tuz Khurmetu, conducted

‘anatysis of saleliie imagery of he oity and analyzed and suhenticated pholos and videos provided by residents
snowing damage I homes and other chilian property caused by arson and loling.

Tuz Knurmat residents told Amnesty Intamalional Ihal heavy Clashes broke oul SNer AGNSgNt o0 16 OClooer. Most of
the civilians inlerviewsd reporied thal they fied ine city between 2am and Sam 2 & resul of e fighting, The Uniled
Mations ot irag (L Amneaty hat neany Tuz
Khurmatu since 16 October.

“Hameed", a 88-year-old man, iokd Amnesty intemationsl ihat on 18 Oclober he ravelied from Zinena, he village ko
which he had e on 16 Octber, 1 Tuz Khurmatu to check on his houss, which is located near Sitar Mosogue in 2k
Jumhariya neighbourhood. He described what he saw:

“When | got 10 my Nouse, | 5aw Tat e J00r Was beoken, and e TV nd e feligeralor Were bumed... Wien | went in,
| reakzed my house was sill on Fre W went to my s0n's room, sad & was e & pressune cooke inside. 1 1ell oves from
he ahook of the heat, and | AIMOST 1ainied. My house wes Deautiul - it Nad twe storeya. |ioved that house. | kept irying
10 put aut ihe e, but finally my nephew said, Uncle, we have i go - i's not sae for us hers'*

“Sangar" returmed brisfly i ihe city 1o check.
city, trying 10 awoia The market i

thal had been exploded, They were completely collapsed. My house was bumed, too... It looked ke 90% of the
Bullgngs in ahJumhirya were bumed”

. He lold Amnesty 1 he.

Witnesses reparted racaiving threatening messages or phons cals fom their Turkmen neighbors. Thoss who had
retumed briefly 10 the oty repored seeing ExIENSie daMage 1o NS i -iumnurlya and Hai Jania, Both Kurdsn-
magority Amnesty photos and videos it reosived from witnessss showing
the damage caused io civilian homes and properly by locling and arson in Tuz Khumatu.

Resigents who are stll in the clly. 63 weil a8 ohers who Nled and then allempied 10 fetum, descrbed how Irag
government forces, &g well members of the Fopular Moblization Units (PMLU), Turkmen lighters and Turkmen civilians:
engaged in rampant arson, leoling and demaliton of cAdlian nomes.

Aeant 1 saw. Them is

Jiou can even imagine this was & iy " Zangos

Burning, looling, and house demolitions

Acsonding to "Samang”, who steyed in silumiurlya neighbourhood urtl pm on 16 Detaber: Moce than 100 people on
metoreycles were: riding around the They knew the hou one by one. They laok
anythang valuisbie or Wi something. Thee they sSt fre 10 & BIanket snd e 1 I he houss. The fie is (hen] it
and ihe whole house calches fire. They leave i 1o burn, | saw inscks and forries [driven by] the PMU and Turkmen. The
Turkmen are PMU anyway. They would 1ake Kichen counters, hidges, sioves - whatever ihey can.”

Flesidents slso mentionsd the fistory of clashes and ievenge sNacks between Kurdish and Shi'a Turkmen residents of
Tuz Khurmatic I & chilling example of the tansion between the tao groups, *Sherine” a resident of s Jumbudya
nesgbOMona 10k Amnesly Inlemational INaL an 15 Oelober, hes TUrkMmen neigbour saw her bising plates and pots in
e Mmarket. St 1ok her: “Kesp biaying. | st Kurds 10 by things, becatse in the end it wil be I benind tor me™

Indiscriminate sttacks.

Tuz Khurmat residents repared thal e weapans used in the densely poputatad city inluted montars, RPGS, DS
ey MEENNIE GURS AP KEIASMIKGY SSSAUIt ABSS. CiWIaNs Ieniewed by AMPESTY INSMAtOnSl wers URABIE 16
determine whether the atlacks they experienced were afiributable to Kurdish or lragl govemment forces; however, in
several of the cases Amnesty [ Isunched inlo croveds of Kurdish
residents fiesing the cty.

According 10 *Sherine™:

“One [martar] fell very close to our flan door, 1t was about 2am and very dark. The chiliren started screaming and |
sereamed 100, 1 didn't take anything. T stll wearing the sanme diess a5 | wore that naght It's 5o fity, but wha can | o7
1 know how | manages to et the chikdsen inlo the car. Everyone wis on the stresl. People weie unning and in
their cars. It was 50 dusty. The mortars kept coming. We heard ihe Peshmerga were running away. and fhat really
Wighiened 4s. We drove inla the empliness &nd didn'l SIop L Cala Dawood Ja village about T24m Irom Tuz
Khuirmastu). We slept outdoors untl dawe.™

“Sharine” iold Amnesty Infemationsl fhat there are no military installations near her house.

“SOHA, 8 18-year-0kd MAN IROM Hai Jamila, 10l Amneaty INematnal:

*A motar lell neas my houss, and becauise of that, we fid. | was with my Eamily. W are six people - my mather fathes,
miy broiher, wo sisters and me. | saw al least & thousand people flesing with us - i looked ke @ sea of people. We had
0 gel Meough The irrigaion project 10 get out. There ere al of Ihese diches and small ponds we Nad 10 gel Bgugh. The
monass were falling asound us, and snipacs wers shooling atus. Same of the idery paopie were It behind. Others
were Casrled i blankets - we haxd 10 carry Bhem so ey didn fall in the wate, | saw one man who was it in the kg by &
anipear's Dullel. He lel down, and 1 00nl know what lappened 1o him. AMoiMer man was shol in the head and died
instantly, in fromt of me ™

“Sorar told Amnesty
mage up solety of civiians.

that inere wers y near his houss and that e crowd lesing was

UM aisn e Tuz KRUIML W Nis. Tamdy, Ar0Und 3:308m on 18 OCIOBEr. He axplained:

“We left o & tracton. I weees all we had. We had 10 go out by & goss
system. I was really Gificull - there were Dullets whizzing by Our Nead and MONars ying afound us. We were 50 soared.

by and

1 was wilh my wite and four children. When we lef, | thought 1o myselt: | wil defntely 1082 my houss 10 the buming and
the looting, 20 now | need 1o take care of my family.”

“Jamif told Amaesty Intemational that there were no Bghters near him during his fight outside the city.

Nowhere ta Tum

Ot the 42 civilians intsniewsd by Amnesty Infemeationsl who fiad the city and are now shefiering in nesrby vilagss,
©amps and cllies, none Telt safe enough 1o retum 10 Tuz Khummatu. Amnesty IniMADONS SPOKe with four T4z Khurmaty
residents who had retumed brisfly 1o check on thelr homes or shops, but all had returmed within hours, clting concerms
for ek satety. Tuz had Red the oty reported et nane of their Kurdish
melghbours have retumed 10 the clty permansntly after 16 October or had any plans 1 d0 0.

“Abbas” tokd Amnesty Intemational:

“1 wanl you io know ha for us &= Kurds, we cenl go back fo Tuz Khunmatu... A1 any moment they can come in  car
and pick me up, for any reason...If | need 1 get @ natianal ID or get some official doouments. | would have 10 0o Io the
Inteligence. It | go there, | might never come back... They could kill me, or hold me hostage. We are afraid. And we are
‘e This s what wil nappen.”

“Omiman” added: | will never go back Lniil we have guaraniees for our safely. They even burn our mosgues - how can
we be safe here?”

“Fesidents of Tuz Kiurmaty have suflered repesied cycles of viskence In pest years, and violstions such as these lead
%0 future cycles, unisss the Inagi government sends & strong signal — not aaly in word, but by way of concrete acion —
that perpetralors will be held to account, victims compensated and that e suthorities wil lzke ai necessary sleps o
rOtECt the displaned chvikans.” said Lynn Masiout.

“Humanitasian support for the l=ns of thousands of paople who have fled Tuz Khurmatu must be eamarked and
provided s & mater of wigency, both by the and the Iragi It Is akso esseatisl that
the authorities and the rule of law o the safe, voluntary and
‘sustainable retum of tens of thousands of displaced resdents *

Background:

Tuz Kiwiemat wes nder the joint control of the Kurdistan Regional Govemment forces, the Population Mobilizstion
Units (PHLI) and local police. intl raql gavemment fo/ces SUPPONed by 1actions of the PMU 100k conirol of the city on
16 Octaber. Its population of more than 100,000 is multi-=thnic, comprised of Kurds, Turkmen and Arabs. The city has
Been the site of sporadic clashes and communal violenoe Since 2003.

‘The most recent clashes had occurred between Octaber 2015 lo January 2016, when Kurdish Peshmerga and
mambers of Shia Turimen millias kiled, wounded and SbOuCtad Civilans and deslioyed NUNGTEds Of hoMes and SNOps.

Tupics

MIDOLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA wAL ARMED CONFLIET DISCRIMINATION KILLENGS AND DISKPPEARRNCES




Amnesty International Report on Crimes Committed by AMNESTY

Iraqi Forces Supported by Hashd al-Shaabi particular |t

the «Hashd Al Turkmani»

Iraq: Fresh evidence that tens JFISEE
of thousands forced to flee Tuz AR LS
Khurmatu amid indiscriminate &S
attacks, lootings and arson

24 October 2017 , 10:45 UTC

* Lootings, arson and house dem-
olition targeted predominantly &
Kurdish areas

* At least 11 civilians killed by in-
discriminate attacks

» Tens of thousands now displaced ¢
afraid to go back home ;

*» Amnesty team analysed satellite
imagery, videos, photos and doz-
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A satellite image of the city of TuzLurmdto is burned by the Hashd Al Turkmani as in red sign

Satellite images, videos, photos and

dozens of testimonies collected by Am-

nesty International show that civilians were forced to flee their homes after fierce clashes erupted between Iraqi
government forces, supported by the Popular Mobilization Units, and Kurdish Peshmerga forces in Irag’s multi-ethnic
city of Tuz Khurmatu on 16 October 2017.

Residents reported that at least 11 civilians were killed by indiscriminate attacks, while hundreds of properties were
looted, set on fire and destroyed in what appears to be a targeted attack on predominantly Kurdish areas of the city.

“Within hours the lives of countless men, women and children were devastated in Tuz Khurmatu. Thousands have
lost their homes, shops and everything they owned. They are now scattered in nearby camps, villages and cities,
wondering whether they will ever be able to return,” said Lynn Maalouf, Director of Research for the Middle East at
Amnesty International.

“The Iraqgi authorities already stated they would not tolerate any attacks against civilians, and would hold perpetrators
accountable. They must now put word to action, and promptly initiate impartial investigations into these violations.
Victims must receive full reparation and those responsible held to account.”

Within hours the lives of countless men, women and children were devastated in Tuz Khurmatu.
Lynn Maalouf, Director of Research for the Middle-East at Amnesty International
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looting and burning restaurant, factories, and vehicles of Kurdish citizens
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Press Release of the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Irag (UNAMI) about The tragic situation in Tuz Khurmatu

The statement is only for two da s, 16 and 17 October

UN Expresses Concern about
Reports of Violence in Tuz
Khurmat u, in Kirkuk

Baghdad, Iraq, 19 October 2017 - The United Nations is con-
cerned about reports regarding the destruction and looting of
houses, businesses and political offices, and forced displacement of
civilians, predominantly Kurds, from disputed areas.

The United Nations has received allegations of the burning of about
150 houses in Tuz Khurmatu on 16 and 17 October, by armed
groups. There were also allegations that up to 11 houses which
reportedly belonged to Kurdish families and officials of Kurdish
political parties were destroyed by explosives in the city. There were
also reports of attacks against political offices of Turkmen parties
in the Kirkuk Governorate.

The United Nations takes note of Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s
acknowledgement of incidents caused by what he described as ex-
tremist elements from both sides and his decision to send the Iraqi
army to restore order in Tuz Khurmatu, as well as the calls by the
political and security leaderships of the country requesting federal

and local security forces to ensure and act in full respect for law

A
g‘ \!.'} United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI)
e (ol ) (Bl Baslosal Baaial) a ) Atiay

e

Public Information Office

Press Release

UN Expresses Concern about Reports of Violence in
Tuz Khurmatu, in Kirkuk

Baghdad, Irag, 19 October 2017 - The United Nations is concerned about
reports regarding the destruction and looting of houses, businesses and
political offices, and farced displacement of civilians, predominantly Kurds,
from disputed areas.

The United Nations has received allegations of the burning of about 150
houses in Tuz Khurmatu on 16 and 17 October, by armed groups. There
were also allegations that up to 11 houses which reportedly belonged to
Kurdish families and officials of Kurdish political parties were destroyed by
explosives in the city. There were also reports of attacks against political
offices of Turkmen parties in the Kirkuk Governorate.

The United Nations takes note of Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi's
acknowledgement of incidents caused by what he described as extremist
elements from both sides and his decision to send the Iragi army to restore
order in Tuz Khurmatu, as well as the calls by the political and security
leaderships of the country requesting federal and local security forces to
ensure and act in full respect for law and order and protect civilians and
political leaders.

The United Nations urges the Government of Iraq to take every action to
halt any violations and ensure that all civilians are protected and that the
perpetrators of acts of violence, intimidation and forced displacement of
civilians be brought to justice.

TP
For mare information, please contact: Mr. Samir Ghattos, Director of Pubiic Information/Spokesperson

United Nations Assistance Mission for traq, Phone: +964 790 193 1281, Email: ghatio s @un g
or the UNAMI Public Office: i i org

and order and protect civilians and political leaders. Source:
https://reliefweb.int/report/irag/un-expresses-concern-about-

reports-violence-tuz-khurmatu-kirkuk-enarku

The United Nations urges the Government of Iraq to take every
action to halt any violations and ensure that all civilians are pro-
tected and that the perpetrators of acts of violence, intimidation

and forced displacement of civilians be brought to justice.
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The suffering of the Kurds displaced people during the displacement
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Burning houses of Kurdish citizens
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The abuse of the Sunni mosque (Sayed Hashim) by the Hashd
Al-Shabi by flying the Shia flag.
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Putting Turkmen flag on the top of a statue of Kurdish writer Dr. Faruq Ali Putting Turkmen flag on the top of a statue of Kurdish writer Dr. Faruq Ali
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Arab and Turkmen (Sunni) citizen victims and kidnapping of the year be-

fore the 16 october 2017 who were assassinated by the Hashd Al-Shaabi and

Hashd Al-Turkmani
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Sunni Arab citizen (Muqdad Sami) lost life under torture and starvation in the detention of (Amreli)
before the month 16 october 2017 by the Hashd Al-Turkmani
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