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Ch. 5. Of the Slavery of the Negroes.

Were I to vindicate our right to make slaves of the
Negroes, these should be my arguments:

The Europeans, having extirpated the Americans, were
obliged to make slaves of the Africans, for clearing such vast
tracts of land.

Sugar would be too dear if the plants which produce it
were cultivated by any cther than slaves.

These creatures are all over black, and with such a flat
nose that they can scarcely be pitied.

It is hardly to be believed that God, who is a wise Being,
should place a soul, especially a good soul, in such a black ugly
body.

It is so natural to look upon colour as the criterion of
human nature, that the Asiatics, among whom eunuchs are
employed, always deprive the blacks of their resemblance to us
by a more opprobrious distinction.

The colour of the skin may be determined by that of the
hair, which, among the Egyptians, the best philosophers in the
world, was of such importance that they put to death all the
red-haired men who fell into their hands.

The Negroes prefer a glass necklace to that gold which
polite nations so highly value. Can there be a greater proof of
their wanting common sense?

It is impossible for us to suppose these creatures to be
men, because, allowing them to be men,a suspicion would
follow that we ourselves are not Christians.

Weak minds exaggerate too much the wrong done to the
Africans. For were the case as they state it, would the European
powers, who make so many needless conventions among
themselves, have failed to enter into a general one, in behalf of
humanity and compassion?
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» Stella was not driving when she pulled the

lid off her scalding McDonald's coffee. Her
grandson was driving the car.and he had

pulled over to stop so she could add cream and
sugar to the cup.

« Stella was burned badly (some sources say
six percent of her skin was burned .other sources

say 16 percent was) and needed two years of
treatment and rehabilitation.including skin

grafts. McDonald's refused an offer to settle with
her for $20.000 in medical costs.

« McDonald's quality control managers
specified that its coffee should be served at 180-
190 degrees Fahrenheit. Liquids at that
temperature can cause third-degree burns in 2-
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7 seconds. Such burns require skin grafting.
debridement and whirlpool treatments to heal.
and the resulting scarring is typically permanent.

o« From 1982 to 1992.McDonald's coffee
burned more than 700 people.usually slightly
but sometimes seriously.resulting in some

number of other claims and lawsuits.

« Witnesses for McDonald's admitted in
court that consumers are unaware of the extent
of the risk of serious burns from spilled coffee
served at McDonald's required temperature.

admitted that it did not warn customers of this
risk .could offer no explanation as to why it did

not.and testified that it did not intend to turn

down the heat even though it admitted that its
coffee is "not fit for consumption”™ when sold
because it is too hot. .

« While Stella was awarded $200.000 in

compensatory damages.this amount was
reduced by 20 percent (to $160.000) because

the jury found her 20 percent at fault. Where did
the rest of the $2.9 million figure in? She was
awarded $2.7 million in punitive damages -- but
the judge later reduced that amount to $480.

000.or three times the "actual' damages that
were awarded.
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But...
o The resulting $640.000 isn't the end either.

Liebeck and McDonald's entered into secret
settlement negotiations rather than go to
appeal. The amount of the settlement is not
known -~ it's secret!

« The plaintiffs were apparently able to
document 700 cases of burns from McDonald's
coffee over 10 years.or 70 burns per year. But

that doesn't take into account how many cups
are sold without incident. A McDonald's
consultant pointed out the 700 cases in 10 years
represents just 1 injury per 24 million cups sold!
For every injury .no matter how severe .23 .999.

999 people managed to drink their coffee
without any injury whatever. Isn't that proof that
the coffee is not "unreasonably dangerous"?

« Even in the eyes of an obviously
sympathetic jury.Stella was judged to be 20

percent at fault -- she did.after all.spill the

coffee into her lap all by herself. The car was
stopped .so she presumably was not bumped to

cause the spill. Indeed she chose to hold the
coffee cup between her knees instead of any
number of safer locations as she opened it.
Should she have taken more responsibility for her
own actions?e

And...

« Coffee is supposed to be served in the
range of 185 degrees! The National Coffee

At



Association recommends coffee be brewed at
"between 195-205 degrees Fahrenheit for
optimal extraction" and drunk "immediately”. If
not drunk immediately .it should be "maintained

at 180-185 degrees Fahrenheit: Exactly what.
then.did McDonald's do wrong? Did it exhibit
"“willful .wanton .reckless or malicious conduct" --

the standard in New Mexico for awarding
punitive damages?

The Court of Public Opinion has also issued its
verdict: Stella has become an American icon.
Rightly or wrongly.she is a symbol of the

American Tort system gone wrong
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In 2006.a young man from Jiaxing.near
Shanghai.found himself in legal frouble after

failing to take advice before putting his soul up
for sale on an online auction site. The posting
was eventually removed by the auctioneer and
the seller was told that the advert would be
reinstated only if he could produce written
permission to sell his soul from "“a higher
authority”.
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In 2005.Pavel M..a Romanian prisoner
serving 20 years for murder.sued God.founding

his claim in contfract. He argued that his baptism
was an agreement between him and God
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hitp://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/artic
1e2741049.ece
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under which.in exchange for value such as
prayer.God would keep him out of trouble.
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In 2004 .Timothy Dumouchel.from Fond du
Lac .Wisconsin sued a television company for

making his wife fat and transforming his children
into "lazy channel surfers”. He said: I believe
the reason | smoke and drink every day and my
wife is overweight is because we watched the
TV everyday for the last four years". The case
kept at least two of America's then 1.058.662

lawyers occupied for a while .but did not go to
the Supreme Court.
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Concerned that too much bad news was
affecting the "health and life of the people”.

politicians in Romania attempted to pass a law
requiring radio and television media to
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broadcast at least one positive news story for
every gloomy one. The country's Constitutional
Court upheld a challenge to the new law.

noting: "News is news. It is neither positive nor
negative. It simply reflects reality.” The good
news legislation was doomed to fail anyway .as

it would likely have violated European Union
human rights laws guaranteeing freedom of
expression.
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"' God told me to invade Iraq
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from God. God would tell me."George.go and f-ig-ht those

terrorists in Afghanistan." And I did.and then God would

tell me."George.go and end the tyranny in Iraq .." And I

did. And now .again.l feel God's words coming to me."Go

get the Palestinians their state and get the Israelis their
security .and get peace in the Middle East." And by God

I'm gonna do it.'
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stor
ies/2005/10_october/06/bush.shtm
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