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Abstract

This thesis, titled the Kurdish national identity in the 'Island Story,'
a novel by Yashar Kemal, reveals that Yashar Kemal included the roots
and origins of the Kurdish people in his novel. Accordingly, the novel
portrays the mountains in the Kurdish land as the cradle of world
civilization as well as human history. As this research reveals, the novel,
in terms of its content, consists of all principles accepted as the pillars of
national identity, such as land, people, language, history, culture,
economy, common belief, religion and so on. Yashar Kemal defends the
Kurdish identity and nationalism in his story, yet one must keep in mind
that this has been done with the language of occupiers, as is the case
herein. Although employing the language of the occupiers, which is
Turkish in regard to Yashar Kemal, might be a creative method in order
to survive nationally and in terms of identity, in this research it is argued
that Kurdish national identity along with its struggle to survive and be
present both in the past and in the future becomes a guide in the novel

under the question.
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