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Abstract

Turkey’s policy towards Kurdish issue in Turkey between 2002-2015.

In the beginning of forming Republic of Turkey in 1923 by Mustafa Kamal
until 1975 Turkish government was strongly denied to recognize the rights
and interests of Kurds. Armed conflict between Turkish state and Kurds has
been taking place for many years. After abducting of Abdullah Ocelan, Kurdish
issue has changed and negotiations were held between Turkish state and PKK.
For instance, in 1993, 1999,and 2006 PKK declared unilateral cease-fire and
showed its good-will towards peace. Although peace process was failing,
attempts to solve Kurdish issue peacefully were continuous. In 2009, Ocelan
declared cease-fire and suggested a project called “Democratic Opening”

Ocelan once again propose cease-fire between 2011 and 2012. On 28™ of
December 2012, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Teyyip Erdogan announced
that they would open a new page in solving Kurdish issue in Turkey which was
called “Peace Process”. On 21 of March (Newroz) 2013, Ocelan announced
that the fight between Turkey and PKK has been ended and Turkey is in a new
historic moment.

Despite cease-fire, fighting between the two sides started again. On 21° of
March (Newroz) 2015, Ocelan for the last time declared cease-fire again. He
focused on ten points to continue the peace process and end violence. The
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) won 13 percent of the national
vote in general elections, overcoming the 10 percent threshold necessary for
a party to be represented in parliament. For the first time a pro-Kurdish party
had representatives in Turkish Parliament.

HDP’s success and PYD’s success in Syria which is a Syrian Kurdish faction
historically linked to the PKK are two main factors for not continuing the
peace process, therefore Erdogan rejected Ocelan’s proposal for peace and
cease-fire ended again.



