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Summary

Seals are considered one of the most important archaeological artifacts that enable us to discover
many aspects of life in the ancient times. Sassanian stamp seals are among these significant remains
which show us many unknown aspects of the history of the Sassanian Empire, the society,
administration, and religion. This is done, not only by the study of the scenes depicted on them, rather
by the texts inscribed on them too, which are written in Pahlavi Sassanian on the formal seals which are
a valuable source to administrative system and the social hierarchy in addition to the military and
religious structure.

The present study includes 45 seals and 55 sealed bullae, which are preserved in the Sulaimani
Museum in Sulaimani, Iragi Kurdistan. The study is the first of its type in Kurdish on such a topic. All
the engraved scenes, figures and inscriptions have been studied and presented in detail.

The study has been divided into five chapters and an introduction and concluding remarks. The
first chapter touches upon the rise of the Sassanian Empire in the first part, and the discussion of the
stages that followed the administrative, economic and military reforms of Kavadh and his son Khusro
Anusharvan in the second part. The third part of the same chapter is devoted to the administrative
geography of the Sassanian Empire. The second chapter consists of two parts, the first into two sub-
parts: the first is a short description of the kinds of seals, their origin and uses. The second is a
description of the seals and sealings of the Sulaimani Museum. The third chapter is an analytical study
of the subjects depicted of the seals and sealings and their classification into human elements, animals,
plants and textual elements, mythological subjects ...etc. the fourth chapter is a study of the sealings in
the same detail as the seals. While the fifth chapter is a study of the written texts of the official seals
and sealings, in addition to analysis of the titles and posts described. Among these are the military
commanders such as the generals (Spahbed), and Horse-controllers (aspbed), the Governors (ostandar),
Statisticians (a@margar), Treasurers (Ganjwar) and Clergymen (Mowiih). All their writings have been
read, analysed and translated. Then we have the conclusions of this study, followed by the
bibliography, which include the source material used in Kurdish, Arabic, Persian and other European

languages. The appendixes include tables, maps, photos and drawings of the seals and sealings.
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