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sunflower seller's dream
Back days during Gulf war in 1991. one evening | was
walking back home in Slemani city in Kurdistan | saw the

little girl the sunflower seed seller , she was a sleep next to

her tray , | asked my self where that dream takes her ?
Where my own dreams are going to take me ? | knew we all

were dreaming of PEACE those days and we still are
The same day | drew that painting and made it's frame with

sunflower seeds
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Give me a kiss

Give me a kiss my babe
That may Jbe the last kiss.
Your mum is going to change history.

If one day you grow up, and you see my photo
In a Turkish paper with a headline saying
“Another atheist Kurdish terrorist was killed
Don’t believe it.

That history is a lie

The real history is your mother’'s

Back writtten with an Ottoman knife

And the other by Saddam, Trump and Erdogan.
Give me your lips my babe

I'm in rush,

And I'm afraid that it may be our last kiss.

| am going to write the true history

| am going to paint the spring.

If this one didn’t bring any flowers

Don’t worry there will be.

One-day spring will come

Not only flowers but sparrows of paradise

Will hatch from its flower buds and that spring will never dies
Give me your lips my babe

It's late | have to go.
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Kwangju Biennale 2000 "Man plus Space" Republic of South Korea
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Artist Ali Latif , a close friend of Simko at Simko 's 2nd solo art show
in Swerkew gallery at Slemani, Kurdistan 1994
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Simko 's 2nd solo art show at Swerkew gallery in Slemani,
Kurdistan 1994
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Simko on Japanese media
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Solo art show at Kurdistan, Slemani museum 2003
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Solo show of "Spring never dies" London 2017
photo by Rebwar Hamid
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Simko with Harui Ichiro, Japan art critics association chairman at

Kwangju Beinale , man plus space 2000



Solo art show (coloerful dreams of the dark kids) at the refugees

camp in Africa , Sierra Leone 2000
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Simko with Japanese Butoh dance founder Ohno Kazuo,
Tokyo 2005

Simko with Kurdish film maker Bahmani Qubadi,
Tokyo 2004
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Simko on Japanese and Korean media, kwangju Biennale 2000
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Tokyo JAALA Beinalle , Japan



Humantarian projects in Kosovo, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Africa
with the NGO Peace Winds Japan 1991-2006
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Humantarian projects in Kosovo, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Africa
with the NGO Peace Winds Japan 1991-2006



Simko with film maker , Bahman Qubadi at seminar in Tokyo, 2003
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Solo art show at Roppongi, Tokyo Dowakasai gallery
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Simko at his home Slemani 1996
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Simko's school designs for the NGO ,Peace Winds Jaoan , at Tokyo

head quarter office
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T

Simko with KDP personal Mr. Nechirvan Barzani
Japan 2003
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Simko with his best friend , Onishi Kensuke the founder of the NGO

Peace Winds Japan, Tokyo 2003
k.‘ X

Simko with Jalal Talabani, the founder of PUK, Japan 2003




Street show at Slemani Salim street Kurdistan 1994
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Japanese magazine Peia 1998

Solo art show at Tokyo Roppongi Stripe house gallery 1998



Solo art show (coloerful dreams of the dark kids) at the refugees
camp in Africa , Sierra Leone 2000

:‘
Art show at slemani museum, mother of the poet Baker Ali watching
the art work about her son
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NGO Peace winds Japan, seminars in Japan, 1996
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Solo show in London 2017 with pop artist Dashni Murad
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Simko, Harui Ichiro, Fukuda at Jaala Beinale seminar 2005

Simko with Harui Ichiro, Japan art critics association chairman at
Tokyo Jaala Beinale 2006
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Mural painting at Tokyo, 2004

T O MG ML

e
L= (T 10

Simko with Harui Ichiro, Japan art critics association chairman at
Kwangju Beinale , man plus space 2000
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Solo art show (coloerful dreams of the dark kids) at the refugees
camp in Africa , Sierra Leone 2000

Simko modeling for the French photographer artist D. Hamilton, this art

work was exhibited at "male beauty " show in Paris in 2004
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Parallax Art fair at London Chelsea town hall 2016
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Solo art show (Spring never dies) at London NSH gallery 2018
photos taken by Rebwar Hameed

Solo art show (Spring never dies) at London NSH gallery 2018

photos taken by Rebwar Hameed
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Solo Art show at Tokyo Dawakasai gallery 1999

Gulan art fetival in London 2011
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Ismail Khayat, Simko, Della Murad, and Rebwar Saeed London 2010

Solo show " Spring never dies" in London 2017
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Gulan art fetival in London 2011
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Simko with Harui Ichiro, Japan art critics association chairman at
Kwangju Beinale , man plus space 2000

Simko with Harui Ichiro, Japan art critics association chairman at
Tokyo Jaala Beinale 2006
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Solo art show at Tokyo Roppongi Stripe house gallery 1998

Solo art show (coloerful dreams of the dark kids) at the refugees
camp in Africa , Sierra Leone 2000
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Solo art show (coloerful dreams of the dark kids) at the refugees
camp in Africa , Sierra Leone 2000

Tokyo Jaala beinalle, at Tokyo Metropolitan Art Musuem 2003
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Solo art show (when the moon is crying) in Kurdistan, slemani art

museum 2003
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Solo art show (when the moon is crying) in Kurdistan, slemani

art museum 2003
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Arist on Japanese medias , NHK TV
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Arist on Japanese news paper , Asahi
news

ink about Us!

Arist on Japanese magazine , Art Graph
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Simko with film maker , Bahman Qubadi at
Tokyo, 2003
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Artist in his flat in Tokyo year 1999

20 years time between each photos
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Harui Ichiro , Japan art critic association chiarman , with Simko
at Tokyo Jaala Beinalle

Simko at his flat in Tokyo 2001
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Modelling for Tokyo, Goto Flower design show 2007

flower artist Klaas Dijkstra










Gypsy Love, Kurdistan 1991
pastel on carton

40x60cm

private collection Japan

215



My home destroyed again, 1991, Kurdistan
pastel on carton

40x60cm

private collection Japan
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Sad land, kurdistan, Iraqg 1994

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
90x120cm

private collection , Hong Kong
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power, Japan 1996

oil coloers on canvas, 40x60cm
private collection Japan




Solo show in London 2017
"Spring never dies"
With Kurdish artists Shamally Aba Rash and Shadan Fuad

With PUK members , Japan 2003
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Jamila , 1987, one of Simko 'e early paintings
QOil colors on wood
Private collection Kurdistan

Inspired by "Jamila" the novel by Russian writer Jengiz
Itmatof
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Economicalsunction , Iraq 1994

oil colors on canvas
60x40cm
private collection Iraq
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Solo show in London 2017
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bank of ignorance 1995

mix medium on canvas
50x70cm
private collection Japan
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ways , Japan 1996

mix medium on canvas
40x60cm

private collection Japan



Lost in the mosque

mix medium
private collection Czech republic 1996
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Disfiguring deserties solders , Iraq 1995
during Iraq Iran war , Iragi government was punshing
deserties solders by cutting thier ears.

doctors who refused to do such operations were
punished with the same punishment.

204



ICivil war , Iraq 1995 - 1996, Iraq , Japan

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
70x 100 cm

private collection United Kingdom
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Kosovo screams, Kosovo 2000

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
80x110 cm
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waiting is like a slow death , Iraq 1988

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
70x 90 cm

painting missing after Iragi military attack on kurdistan
, gulf war 1991
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Lost , Iraq 1988

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
70x 90 cm

painting missing after Iragi military attack on kurdistan ,
gulf war 1991
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Bloody meal , kurdistan, Iraq 1992

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees
tent

50x80 cm

private collection , Kurdistan
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Christmas Funeral kurdistan, Iraq 1992
oil colors on hand made canvas by using
refugees tent

50x80 cm

private collection , Toyota city , Japan



Sad land , kurdistan, Iraq 1994

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
90x120cm

private collection , Hong Kong



Asasination of the poet Baker Ali kurdistan, Irag 1994

oil colors on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
80x110cm

private collection , Norway
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Crime cradle kurdistan, Irag 1993
oil on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
80x110cm

This art work has been used in may Japanese art magazines
and TV programs in Japan, including NHK Japan main channel ,
also Japanese art graph, Peia, Studio jiburi , Asahi graph, G
magazine, raku, Asahi news Japan play boy...etc, also has been
invited to sevral big art beinalles around the world including
Asia 's biggest show of man plus space an South Korea,
Kwangju Beinnale 2000, Tokyo Metropolitan museum, Seoul
Metroplitian musuem, USA, Taiwan....etc
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Road 60 kurdistan, Iraq 1993
oil on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
80x110cm, private collection , Italy




When the moon is crying, 1998 , Japan
oil colors on canvas, 60x80cm
private collection Canada
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simko 1888

Anfal genocide, kurdistan , Iraq 1993

oil on hand made canvas by using refugees tent
80x110cm

private collection , Kurdistan, Iraq
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Stoning, honour killing , Iraq 1992
water color on carton

40x50cm

private colection Russia
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Stoning, honour killing , Iraq 1992
water color on carton

40x50cm

private colection Czech republic
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Ways, 1991, Iraq
60x140cm

oil color on wood
private collection Iraq
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pring never dies, éOOO, 120x80cm, Japan







four seasons

pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010
private collection UK

Life imitating arts ,London 2019

when | was painting sparrows of paradise at my flat in London,
staring at my painting for final touch, a real bird came to my
balcony with same pose, life was imtating my art work.
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cow and the sea, 2012
pastel on canvas
60x50cm,

private collection Holland




Newroz, new year
pastel on paper
50x60cm, 2003,

private collection Japan
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A female warrior from Kobany, 2016

pastel on cartom
50x60cm. UK




Hope and dreams , 2006
Acrylic colors on canvas, 35x40cm

private collection Sri lanka




Love and hope , modelling for the photographer artist Alan Knox, 2013
London, UK



Yezidy woman
pastel, mix medium on canvas
50x60cm
private collection , UK 2013
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Don"t you ever leave me alone, 2010
pastel , Mix medium on canvas
50x60cm, private collection USA



kisses

pastel, mix medium on canvas, 2012
60x50cm

private collection UK
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French kiss

pastel, mix medium on canvas, 2012
60x50cm

private collection UK
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where is the key, Japan 2000
pastel on canvas

40x60cm

private collection Japan

became a book cover in Japan at 2007
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where is the key, Japan 2000

pastel on canvas

40x60cm

private collection Japan

became a book cover in Japan at 2007



Don"t you ever leave me alone, 2010
pastel , Mix medium on canvas
50x60cm

private collection USA
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Mystery woman

pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010
private collection Spain
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Making Love

pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010
private collection UK
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four seasons

pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010

private collection UK 169



four seasons

pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010
private collection UK



Yezidy woman

pastel, mix medium on canvas
50x60cm
private collection , UK 2013
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when, where, how we met?

pastel on canvas , UK 2013




Mystery woman
pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010

private collection UK




four seasons

pastel on canvas
60x50cm, 2010

private collection UK
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when, where, how we met?
pastel on canvas , UK 2013




Searching for Love

pastel on canvas, 2016
40x50cm

private collection , Germany
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That used to be our door
pastel on paper, 2000
40x50cm,

private collection , Japan




Shinjuku nights

pastel on paper, 2000
40x50cm
private collection , Japan




Colorful dreams of the dark kids , my show at the refugees camp in Africa,
Seirra Leone 2000.

private collection Japan
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African woman, when | was in SeirraLeone in the year 2000 at the
refugee camp | drew a pregnant refugee, | was thinking what life might
wait for the little babe? he might think the world is all a big refugees
camp?

private collection , Japan 2000
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My mother

pastel on carton
Sierra Leone 2000
50X60cm




Aunti Bahe

pastel on carton
Sierra Leone 2000
50X60cm
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Lost in the mosque

mix medium

private collection Czech republic 1996
153



My mother

pastel on paper
UK 2008



On the same tree

private collection , UK 2013



On the same tree
private collection , UK 2013
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From the series art works of purple butterflies
private collection UK 2014



From the series art works of purple butterflies

private collection UK 2013
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From the series art works of purple butterflies
private collection Canada 2003




From the series art works of purple butterflies
private collection Canada 2003
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From the series art works of purple butterflies
private collection Germany , 2014
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From the series art works of purple butterflies
private collection UK, 2013



Today's world, mask world
50X60 cm

pastel , mix medium
private collection Germany
2012 UK
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Red poppy field

50X60 cm
pastel , mix medium
2011, UK



Silent Love
50X60 cm
pastel , mix medium
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Where did they go? Anfals
50X60 cm

pastel , mix medium
2011, UK
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Faces

50X60 cm

pastel , mix medium
2010 London
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Making love

50X60 cm

pastel , mix medium
2010 London
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From the series of the art works sparrows of paradise
2018, Private collection , UK, Spain
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Simke, |

From the series of the art works sparrows of paradise
2018, Private collection , UK, Spain
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From the series of the art works sparrows of paradise
2018, Private collection , UK, Spain
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From the series of the art works sparrows of paradise
2018 , Private collection , UK, Spain




From the series of the art works sparrows of paradise
2018, Private collection , Spain



From the series of the art works sparrows of paradise
2018, Private collection , UK, Spain
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Man with the mask 2018, London
129



Kamal was different that day he didn’t cry or scream running to my sister’s
laps asking for help or sympathy, he stood up very shaky holding one of his
legs. He walked like he had been crippled. He headed to the small Hamam
and bathroom, which was in the corner of the garden. The way he looked at
me was very different from usual, eyes filled with anger, deep sadness and
disappointment.

My uncle was like a mad dog, yelling at me and my crying sisters, saying,
“l can’t take this anymore. | don’t want a shameful and disgraceful boy who
looks like a fucking whore living in my house. What are people say about us
right now? If you don’t care | do.” He kept yelling, his voice was suddenly
overwhelmed by a big blast from the Hamam room. Kamal ran out, covered
with flames of fire higher, he was running around garden leaving bloody
foot prints everywhere, screaming in pain. He avoided touching us, he ran
to his favourite pomegranate tree and hugged it with his burning body, the
smell of burning flesh and burning pomegranate with my splashed broken
birthday cake was the ugliest view | have ever seen in my life.

Before he fell down dead he raised his hand toward me, | was the last one
he looked at before he died. The girls were screaming crying, | looked at
my uncle’s face, | could see that somehow he was happy. He came to me,
he said, “It's a pity it ended up like that.” | knew, deep down, he was quite
happy with his death. | felt sad, angry, and full of guilt that | couldn’t take
care of my little brother as | had promised my father.

The neighbours rushed to our home. Some said we should call an
ambulance. They all had shock on their faces.

My uncle said it was an accident, that he had tried to prepare the Hamam
by himself, and that my brother had mental issues. He wanted to lie to the
people. | couldn’t stand it anymore, | stepped in. In front of everyone | faced
my uncle, | shouted, “you killed Kamal! You did that!”

| ordered my sisters to prepare their bags. “We are leaving this house.”
That day | felt | had become a man. Nobody could stop me from my
decision, | could see my little sisters were ready to leave that house too.
With no plan, and no place to sleep that night, we went out from the house.
Our tragedy was, Kamal was not with us anymore
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From that day | felt exhausted, both physically and mentally. My uncle’s
attitude was mean and provocative, he was treating me like a weak
littleboy. He started to throw in my face that we were a burden to him and
his family, continuously blaming my father and mother about upbringing.

| was deeply angry and more hateful than | used to be, of course
meanwhile sad and helpless inside.

A few weeks later, my fourteen years old cousin was being forced to get
married to my uncle’s friend, who had a shop next door to ours. Most of the
time my uncle left work early leaving me with more work and more
responsibility.

At the wedding day of my cousin, he told me we should think to settle my
sisters also, saying girls are like white flower who can get dirty easily. “We
can’t wait long, the sooner they get married the better, because Satan is
everywhere and young girls are the first victims of his sins.”

At my seventeenth birthday my sisters and my cousins asked me to bring
back a cake with candles, they wanted to make me birthday party. After
work | went to the near by cake shop, they even written my name and the
number 17 on the cake. | headed back home. As soon as | reached our
door | heard screaming and fighting. | rushed to the door; it was closed. |
knocked hard on the door with my fist. My little sister opened the door with
fear on her face. She shouted, “come, Kamal and my uncle are fighting!” |
run up the path which led to the back garden, | saw my uncle was beating
Kamal who was laying down in the flowers trying to stand up again. With
each slap of the cable wire in my uncle’s hand, he was falling down again,
the girls were screaming, pleading with my uncle to stop. | ran in between
them, the cake falling to the floor, it broke to pieces and made a mess. |
shouted, “What happened?” | was trying to snatch the cable wire form his
hand.

My uncle was shouting madly, “He brings us dishonor, | saw with my own
eyes the other boys trying to take his pants down, betting whether has a
dick or vagina! | can’t take it anymore, if he can’t stop you all should get out
of my house.”



He replied in an even lower tone, fearing that someone might hear him. He
continued talking,“Karwan, you are still too young to understand these
things, but that is the way wise people deal with such matters. Your brother
is a faggot, and if he grows into it more, he will bring more damage,not only
to himself but to all of us, it's your duty to deal with that, you are the man of
my brother’s family now, ahead of me.”

That night | couldn’t sleep at all. | kept thinking of things that | knew |
couldn’t deal with.

Next morning | woke up late, sunlight was already kissing the hill across
from our home.

| saw Kamal was trying to wash off the colours on his nails. He was only
two years younger than me but | always thought he was just a little child. |
stopped next to him watching him holding his hand washing away his nail
polish which was a pinkish red colour. | spoke to him, “Kamal can’t you stop
acting like a girl? You are a man, it's time to grow up and stop that habit.”
He replied like a lost child, “brother what do you mean, | don’t understand?”
| replied with anger in my voice, “l mean, don’t do anything, don’t put nail
Polish on, don’t put scarves on your head like a woman. Just don’t do
anything, don’t go out, don’tlet other boys and girls make fun of you.”

He started to cry like a lost child, sobbing, he replied, “I don’t know what
you mean and what you asking for.”

He was right he didn’t know the difference, | felt foolish to even think about

that, | had known him since he was a babe, he was always like that,
growing into the person he had become was just natural.
That morning | felt the pressure of the next chapter of my life. | was not
even 17 years old myself, but | felt like | was carrying the responsibility of
my uncle’s generation. My childhood was buried in front of my eyes. Since |
held the cold hand of my dead father | felt deep pain, and fear at the same
time. Fear of taking the place of my parents, my mother and father left me
with a big load on my shoulder. To take care of a brother and two sisters. A
brother who thinks he is a girl and that made everybody mad and angry,
and now my uncle wants me to kill him to save the family honour before it's
too late. But how could | do that? | promised my father to take care of him
and my sisters. Now my uncle wants me to be a killer that | never can be.
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| was so angry with Kamal, but at the same time | felt pity for him. Why
couldn’t just stop been so feminine?

When | was his age, | was putting my father’s legs by his body and trying to
cover my mother’s open stomach in the middle of nowhere.

Every day was the same routine for me, with sunrise | was going to work,
with sunset | was going back home. Every night there was fighting at home,
my uncle beating Kamal and asking him to stop acting like a girl, and Kamal
crying and running to my sisters even though he was older than them. But
he was acting like a little child crying on their laps, while they were trying to
calm him down.

One night before going to bed my uncle came to my bed on the top roof of
the house, he was whispering to me saying, “Look Karwan, we should do
something about Kamal, | saw kids calling him faggot and touching his
bottom, if that isn’'t stopped now, with time he will bring the biggest shame
to our family.”

That was the first time | had seen my uncle’s face with such a serious
expression, it was quite scary to look into his eyes.

That night | felt that | was not a child anymore, and | was stepping into a
new era of my life which wasadulthood, instead of feeling good about
myself, | felt scared and anxious about the responsibility that others were
expecting me to undertake.

| replied to him calmly, “but uncle what can we do? He is a child that’s the
way he was and is.”

My uncle didn’t like my answer, his voice became more angry in tone. He
continued, “Listen son, | amtalking to you like a man and expect you to act
like one.”

I replied, “What do you want me to do uncle? Be more specific please.”

He lowered his voice and spoke even more seriously, “Son, you don’t know
yet about what shame and honour mean, if your brother behaves like a
woman we will all loose respect; nobody will respect me and you and
nobody will be ready to marry my daughters or your sisters. He will let us
down everywhere we go. You are the first one responsible for him. If you
can’t change him you should finish him. Now that he is a child we can
create a story, we can tell people he went to the village to live with your
mother’s relative, no one would ever know.

His words shocked me, | got louder, “What are you asking of me uncle? To
kill my brother that I'm supposed to take care of?”



| can’t tell you how, or how long, but | managed to take my 2 sisters and
brother to Iran after many harsh days and nights. | always felt my father was
next to me, guiding me. | never liked my father, but always admired him.
Maybe | always wanted to be him, even though most of the times | hated
him for his harsh and ruthless way he used to speak to us.

Two years later | was fourteen years old and Kamalhad turned twelve and
my two younger sisters were ten and eight.
We were living with my uncle ‘s family. He was a bad version of may father!
He was even more sarcastic and abusive.
I gave him all my father's money and papers and delivered his will to him.
He was not very happy to take on more responsibilities than he already had.
But as our culture ruled, he took us into his family.

| had two cousins, they were very demanding. Sometimes | felt they treated
us like were a burden to them all.

My uncle took me to work as a shop assistant, it was his shop but | think he
was leaving me to run it most of days. He hated my younger brother Kamal.
He said that boy would bring our reputation down, he was too girly and not
man enough, blaming my father and mother for that.

| didn’t like my uncle and his wife but | had no choice, | was just a young
boy, | had no options, | just wanted to do my father ‘s will.

My cousins were annoying, they always tried to boss my sisters and Kama.
They also wereconstantly making jokes about him beingso girlish.

One day after a long exhausting shift in the shop,when | went back home |
heard the sound ofscreaming from the house. | got in to see my uncle
beating Kamal, the same way as my father did. He was shouting, “you are
going to bring disgrace to our family, and if you keep acting like a girl we
aregoing to be the joke family of the quarter.”

When Kamal saw me he ran to me like a wounded deer escaping from the
jaws of a tiger. | shouted at my uncle, “what’s wrong?”

He replied, “He has stolen the nail polisher from my daughter, and see, he
painted his nails! | don’t know if he a man or woman!”

Kamal cried on my legs, “she gave it to me, | didn’t steal it.”
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We were all exhausted walking and walking.

Although our eyes still itched and throats were still painful, it was getting
better, | could see better. We stopped on the cliff for dinner. My mother took
out some bread and honey with walnuts. My fathersaid, “I feel there is a
spring around here. Whenever there is different shades of green in the
valley that means it's wetter and the spring shouldn’t be far.” He asked my
mother to bring the container and he followed her to get some fresh water
because we had used all our water to wash the chemical bomb dust off of
our faces.

They left me to take care of my brothers and sister and asked us not to
move at all.

Just 5 minute after they left we head an enormousexplosion and the sharp
scream of my mother. | asked my sister and Kamal not to come to come but
wait where they are.

| went to the location, | saw my father without legs. Each leg had flown in a
different direction, and my mother was just like an orange, her body was
ripped open. But both were alive with shocked on their faces. My father’s
eyes were drooping, like he was falling asleep, trying not to stay awake.
Hestruggled to speak, “Son you are the man of the family now, | believe in
you. Take my coat off, there is money and all the official papers, if | and
your mum die, you must take your sisters and brother to my younger
brother. Tell him that's my will. Get away from here, there are lots of land
mine here, take the other route toward the top of the mountain. Take the
route through the rocks, where u see the stones it will be safe”. As he spoke
my father was drifting away. It was as very strange feeling for me,it was the
first time my father had ever spoken to me like an adult; he always used to
keep me down like | wasn’t smart enough, but that day | felt he treated me
like a man, not a stupid boy, for the first time | realised he believed in me.
That was the day | saw myself growing and becoming a different person.
My mother’s face was so different from what | was used to, she was calm
and without expression. She was dead way before my father. | don’t know
what | was thinking. | took my father’s legs next to him to look like they were
not cut off.

That surreal day was the day | felt responsibility not only for myself but for
the whole family, | saw myself as my father, | took off his coat, although it
was bloody at the bottom, and managed to put it on and kept leading my
family.



He was the closest one to the horses but it looked like he had no bond to
them.

My mother with her sharp voice cut the silence,“Thanks god we had the
horses, otherwise it would have been us, not them!”

My dad and mum collected what was left of the food and the dry blankets
and we started walking. My eyes started to itches and tears were falling
fromthem non-stop. | looked at my dad he was the same and my younger
siblings started to cry too, “mum,dad my eyes are itching!”.

While we were cleaning our eyes | felt dead birds start to fall over my head,
it was like birds raining from the sky, we could hear and see them fallen
around us one by one. | held one, it was still alive with its beak open like it
was asking for help, and itwas one of my favorites, a Nightingale.

My dad shouted, “Don’t touch them! It's a chemical attack, everything is
poisoned”.

We washed our faces with the bottled water we had, and rinsed our eyes.
Our vision was not perfect but | saw all the green trees and grass turning
yellow, it was like the season had changed from spring to autumn within a
second. | didn’t know what a chemical bomb was, but my Dad was an ex
solider so he knew, he asked us to cover our mouths and noses with towels
and clothes.

The smell of apple was everywhere; | never knew chemical bombs could
smell so good. We kept walking faster and faster away from the town.

My mother was crying for her relatives and the families that were left behind
in the town Centrewhere the bomb attack had happened.

She was crying, “we are so far away, and look at what has happened to us,
what must it have been like for them at the Centre?”

My dad said, “we have no choice, God is great andit's not our day to die,
we are all in God’s hands. We need to hurry to reach Iran as soon as we
can otherwise we will die here.”

We kept walking until the evening; the sun was brushing the top of the
mountain with a beautiful orange.

We were in the most beautiful countryside, | don’t understood why we
humans can’t appreciate life,why all those bombs and killing?
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We saw a lot of other families had started to move,but most of the other
families had decided not to. Some people made jokes about us, calling us
cowards, “if you go out of the city you will be a better target for the
helicopter snipers”.

My father didn’t reply and kept guiding the horses.

It was about 3 hours since we left Halabja. We started to hear the booming
sound of bombs and the mushroom like smoke that rose up from different
spots of the town.

Out of nowhere, a helicopter rose up from the valley toward us. | could
see the face of the pilot clearly. The harsh sound of the motor scared the
horsesand they started to run so fast that we all fell into the bushes. | was
so dazed that all | could see was the blue colour of the sky and the green
colour of the grass, | stayed still in the bush. All | could hear was the harsh
sound of the shooting. | kept myself silent until the sound of the shooting
and the copter stopped. Once silence had fallen for a while, | stood up and
looked around, | saw both horses wounded so badly that they were
drenched in blood. The surrounding grass bush was so high that | couldn’t
see the ground. | shouted “DAD! MUM!”

| heard my mother’s voice whispering just few meters away, “lay down they
might come back again”.

| went over to her and saw the horror in her face,she was covering Kamal
‘s mouth with her hand. | went next to them.

| said, “I saw the horses both killed, and all the food and blankets were
covered with blood and their innards”.

She said, “keep quite they might be around still”.

My father’s voice appeared, “All safe here, they were bit further away”.

| stayed next to the dying horses. One of them wascalled Orange, she was
covered in red blood and dead. The other one was called Wind, he was
still alive, | was touching his forehead, | don’t know why | cried, usually |
didn’t cry easily, | get sad often, but never crying. My father came with his
gun in his hand saying to me, “men don’t cry”. And he shot wind in his
head just like when he killed the chickens.



Kamal

Short story based on true story
Simko 2018

Just few hours before Saddam Hussein attackedour town with chemical
bombs, my father, just like a restless dog, smelled something terrible was
going to happen. He yelled at my mother and us children in his usual way,
telling us to wear the warmest clothes we had, and to pack bread and food,
andfor each of us to bring a blanket.

He yelled at my mother saying, “only money and food, no rubbish, no piles
of clothes, we are going to walk, long and hard. If we stay we will die. That
pig Son of Hussein, | can see blood in his eyes”.

In a matter of an hour he brought two of our horses and packed all of our
possessions on their backs,and then made space for us. He and my two
sisters on one, and me with my mum and Kamal, my younger brother, on
the other.

My sisters and me were put on the horse, my dad was still busy with
packing and placing food,making sure that my mother didn’t bring all her
clothes.

He yelled again to my mother and Kamal, who were still inside the house
looking for things, “You bloody woman! Hurry up, we need to leave now.”
My mother with her sharp annoying voice shouted back, “I don’t know what
this silly boy is looking for, he is like a mouse running from corner to
corner”.

My dad rushed in and grabbed him with one hand and pulled him up to the
air, | knew he was looking for his favorite doll the pink haired Barbie. When
my father saw it in his hand he went mad as he always did. He snapped it
from his hand and broke it into pieces, legs arms and head scattered on
the ground. Kamal felt the sharp heat of two hard slaps on his face. Dad
shouted his usual phrase, “Dolls are for girls not you, if | ever see you
touch any dolls again | will cut your ears”.

Kamal was out and in between my mother and me. On our horses, our trip
started, and with the exception of our father, none of us had any ideawhere
we going.
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