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The life and Career of Molla Gurani

The auther Didar Othman addresses the life and
career of Mollah Gurani ,the fourth Shaykh al-Islam of
the Ottoman State and the tutor of Fatih Sultan Mehmed
Han. The full name of Gurrani is Ahmad bin Ismail bin
Osman Gurani, the nickname 1is Serefiiddin and
Sihabiiddin. In 1410 (813 AD) he was born in a village
connected to Sharizour in sothern Kurdistan. He died in
Istanbul in 1488 (H 893).He was a valuable scholar in
the knowledge of tafsir, kraat, hadith and jurisprudence.
Gradually he became known and began to teach at the
medieval towns of the Egypt ,Syria. and Anatolia. The
scholars who listen to his lectures appreciated the
supremacy in his presence. His teacher Ibn-1 Hajar
Askalani, who saw personally that he had read Sahih-i
Buhari with a very good skill, gave him his consent.
After that, a part of his life passed through Cairo and
Damascus and came to Anatolia. The arrival in Anatolia
has been another phase in his life.
The author narrates the life of Gurani and his various
travels in the Middle East and gives a vivid account of
his acheievnenmet and significance with which he had
been accorded by Sultan Muhammed Fatih. The writer
addresses some cotroversial issues about the place of
birth of Gurani , his social and academic disputes with
other schollars of Ottoman court. The book is a good
contribution to the histroyography of Islamic
civilization. Mr.Didar in this study which draws upon
Ottoman and Arabic sources demonstartes that Gurani
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had a profound impact on Sultan muhamed Fatih’S
decision to open Constatinopole. He also maintains that
Gurani was a man of integrity and good morals and had
never allowed himself to be used by officials of the
Ottoman court.

When he was young, Molla Gurani, studied college
in his own country. After that,he went to the cities of
Baghdad, Diyarbakir, Him and Haifa, and at the age of
seventeen, he went to Damascus and continued to the
lessons of well-known scholars and increased the
number. He went to the Sheikh from Damascus and
read works from the most famous scholar Ibn-1 Hajar
Askalani, who had been in about the hadith and figh.
Among the works he read from this lecturer were the
Sahih al-Bukhari and the famous works of figh. After
Molla Gurani completed the collection for this shaikh;
he became known as a valuable scholar in the
knowledge of tafsir, kraat, hadith and jurisprudence. He
began to teach at the medieval towns of the Syria and
Egypt. The scholars who listened to the lesson
appreciate the supremacy in his presence. His teacher
Ibn-1 Hajar Askalani, who saw personally that he had
read Sahih-1 Buhari with a very good skill, gave him his
consent. After that, a part of his life passed through
Cairo and Damascus and came to Anatolia. The arrival
in Anatolia has been another phase in his life.

In order to demonstrate the initimate relations
between Sultan Muhammed Fatih and Gurani , the
author writes that while he was in Egypt Ottoman
Sultam wanted him back but Mamluke leader tried to
convince him not to leave Egypt. Didar writes , When
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Molla Gurani arrived in Egypt, he received a full
acceptance from the Egyptian sultan, Kaybay, and many
respects. After a while, the Sultan asked Mehmet Han to
send Moltra Gurani to Kaytbay, the Egyptian Sultan.
Registrar informed Molla Gurani of this recitation of
Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror; "Do not go, I will give
you more pleasure and glory than his," he said. Molla
Gurani; "Yes, I believe, I have seen many incentives
from you. However, there is a great love between me
and him, as between father and son. This incident
between us is another thing. He knows that if I do not
go to him, he thinks that I have not been sent by you,
and that you can go into hostility. " Regarding this
reply, Sultan Kaybay gave him a lot of money and
goods that could be needed on the way and sent great
gifts to Sultan Mehmed the Great".
To sum up this study by Didar should be viewed
within the contexts of similar studies written by other
writers 1n the field such as Muhammed Ali , Amin Zaki
, and Ayotollah Mardokhi , which demonstrate the
considerable contribution Kurdish scholars have made
to the Islamic civilization
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