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CONDITION

No, I am not against dictators!
Let them multiply across the earth
Like the shadow of God.

But on one condition--
Let the children be dictators!

TIOE (FRES TWORLY)

The free world has listened for so long

To the pulse of oil deep in the heart of things
It has become humpbacked,

Stone deaf.

It doesn't hear the mountains burning,

TIHCE DAGGER

[ am a bare dagger!

My Motherland is a stolen sheath.
Don't think I am bloodthirsty!
Go; find fault with the one,

Who unsheathed me!

IF YOU WISTC

If you wish your children’s pillows

To bloom pink,

If you wish your gardens

To be fruitful,

If you wish heavy clouds

To send green messages to your fields
And raise the sleepy eyelids of spring _
Then liberate

Liberate the bird

That nests on my tongue!

FTIOE UNKNOTON $SOL-
PIER

If someday a delegate comes to my land
And asks me:

"Where is the grave of the Unknown Soldier here?"
I will tell him:

"Sir,

On the bank of any stream,

On the bench of any mosque,

In the shade of any home,

On the threshold of any church,

At the mouth of any cave,

In the mountains on any rock,

In the gardens on any tree,

In my country,

On any span of land,

Under any cloud in the sky,

Do not worry,

Make a slight bow,

And place your wreath of flowers."

Yeu0/V0/10 (Y1) 5id3)
TIOE TREASURSE

Since the beginning of the earth

Man has been seeking after

Pearls, gold and silver

Searching the depth o oceans

And the peaks of mountains.

But, every morning, I discover a treasure,

~When I see your plaits

Covering half of the pillow.

DARTING

Every night, when a pillow
Invites our heads

As the two poles of the earth
To the feast of sorrow,

I see the parting lies between us
Shining, Like a dagger,

I remain awake,

Staring at it.

Do you see it, as 1 do?

LUSTRE AWD CADN
DLE,

Some need a magnificent lustre

To find the way to the Sultan’s heart.
Some need a piece of a candle

For self seeing and self burning
Therefore, before taking up my pen,
I examine

What is lighting inside me:

The lustre, or the candle!

POETRY

Poetry is a capricious woman
And I have fallen deeply in love.
Promising each day to come to me
She comes rarely, or not at all.

FF AN APPLE ...

If an apple falls to my lot

[ will cut it into two pieces:

One for me,

One for you,

If 1 win a smile, I will cut it into two pieces:
One for me

One for you.

If T come across grief

I will inhale it as deeply

As the last breath!

¢
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Hof I RETURIC ONHEE
HMORE

If I return once more,

In the mornings,

I will frotic in the lush ficlds like a lamb
I will chew a blade of bitter grass

And dampen my feet in the dew till [ fatl.

I T retura once mose,

[ will climb the nut-trees, like a squirrel.

Like a low cloud, 1 will drift over green meadows.

Like & sad willow,

I shall bow over streams,

Touching the stones on their banks tenderly.
Oh, only to return once more?

I F refurn once move
With staring eyes I shall watch
How the heads of com yellow;
How the apples and the pomegranates ripen,
How the birds make (heir nests;
How the young oncs learn to fly;
How the migrant swallows sit in a row
On the 1elegraph wires;
Where brooks originate
And where they stream!

I F return once more
I will drink a sip of water
From the breast of each spring
To muke them all my mothers.
In every cave
I will lay my head on a stone each night
To make them all my cradies.

I T veturn once more
I shall bring tongues of fire

To those who cannot speak.

1 shall bring wings of fire

To birds which cannot Ily.

I T retura once more

F wontallow the young to rip up flowers
To place in dead vascs

I will teach them how 1o place them

On the breasts of their lovers

Betore embracing them.

I F veturn once more
I'll celebrate the birthdays of the children
Who have known no celebrations,

Instead of candles,

I shail burn my fingers

I shall burn the pupils of my eyes

I shall burn the youngest of my verses.

—_-.‘r
FHf J veturn onece more

I shall bow over any cradle
I come across
Ah, children, if only I return once more.

T LOVE YOU BOTIC

Since Il only live once

I love both of you.

Since I only live once

I offend neither the sunray,
Nor the moonbeaim!

I S lived twice

I would hint loved you in this life
And loved the other in that life.
Stnce 1 only live once,

I have no choice:

I'love both of you.

I offend neither the sunray

Nor the moonbeam.

SUIFLOTWER

My Homeland--is the nest of the sun,
And the meadow, where rays bloom.
My head--is not a head,

But an ever-inclined sunflower!

ON TIOE (FUNERAL
OF A POEM

My head was sea,
Thoughts, like small fishes,
Sank and floated till the morning,
I threw my net into the sca:
it fished a single.
And that one,
Turning from side to side, died!

YENARHING

Lam in a hurry

It is high time (0 get

Some leaves of trees,

Some blades of grass,

Some wild flowers from that Jand.

I am not afraid to forget their names
Iam afraid to forget their fragrance.



Yerd/Ae/A0 (Y ) yldgy 1T

TO A COLD BEAUTY

I admit--you are beautiful,

Like a drop of dew on a petal.

[ admit--you are a temple for every eye,
Like a drop of dew on a petal.

Yet still T am bored with you,

As if you were my false passport--

[ am mountainous! I
The slightest touch

Boils my blood like a flame
And you are cold,

Like a drop of dew on a petal!

SHOW-STORM

It was a snowstorm.

In the dusk, I made a nest of my own palm
For a wandering snowflake.

I gazed on it like a lover.

When it melted, I recognized it--

A drop of water in Kurdistan!

YOUTIE AND OLD
AGE

However I may try

I cannot distinguish youth from old age.
[ worship both:

At dawn:the sunrise

At evening-the sunset

Ravish me.

MARTYR

Last night I left my bed,

Held up my thunderful head

Towards the sky.

I saw thousands and thousands of stars,

Scattered about,

Like seeds of pomegranate.

I came back, and remained sleepless

With sorrow for those stars

That fell down prematurely.

Translated by: Abdulla Pashew and Rikki Ducornet
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WANEYEK BO MINALAN

Minalekan!

Ewey denke geniméki ¢and,

Gule genimi dirwéne kird.

Ewey dilopék xwéni ¢and.

Tabloyéki bo xoy nexsand.

Ewey tenya hawaréki le dem der ¢d.
Gwéy le seday dengi xoy bd, -

Ke ¢i éme,

Kaseser U ¢aw egénin,

Barani xwén be seryana ebarénin
Hésta werzi dirwénegman diyar niye.
Ta gule geniméki kelgey ew xwénesman diyar niye!

Minalekan!

Ba ew cogeye bigorin

Ke xwénmani péda derwat,

Ba ew zemines bigorin

Ke caw 0 kaseser dexwat

inca, werzi dirwénetan bo rist dekem!

Minalekan!

Ke wanekan exwéninewe,
Eger roj b,

Le kuncéka kip heltitén
Eger sew b0,

Ba girakan kiz bisGtén
Cak ezanim,
Gewrekantan bitanbinin,
Daxtan eken

Wanekanim esdténin,
Dén dibare

Cesitey Hellac edenewe le sédare.

TABLOYEKI ZISTANI

Em sew destim bo ferhengi niwesey bird,
Wigekani mérdle ban,

Le ber demma rayan dekird.

Ew minaley éware dim,

Le sébari mizgewtéka,

Birsétiy le xoy llida ba,

Daweli xway xoy depéka;

Em gew, lay min, miwanéke,

Le bin mici jarekgma rakigawe;

Be pence lawazekani estérekan desrétewe.
Beri kitawrojney girtim,

L& nageré,

Bo biskoley kirawey mang bikrétewe

Ey miwane bigkolekem!

Bo man degri?

Cit 1ém dewg?

Were xwaré,

Beyani zu kilafey ré dekemewe,
Qasey asot bo deskénim,

*

Kulérey z&r derdehénim,
Were xwaré,
Seri estérekan mabire,

. Léfey Eyylb be xot da de

Ta dirismi ser tagekan desténim
Cilkey pencey tirsnoki sairekan, _
Kursi w mézi jiri koske samnakekan desiténim
Beyanis 20,
Le bir nakem;
Kiafey ré dekemewe,
Qasey asot bo degkénim,
Kutérey zér derdehénim.
Were xwaré...
Seri estérekan mebire,
Beri kilawrojne megre
Ey miwane bigkolekem

LA

RASTi PERWANEYEKE

Rasti perwaneyeke
ger detewét péy bigeyt
dagirséne giraket!

To dili,
con dil dekuji?

Hey heZar tif 1 lanet
le gewréy to U biraket

ek

PESEKI DUWEM

Blkiyan dizi,

Zurnaman xos!

Bukiyan kiri,

Deholman xos!

Bak éwe xos,

Helperkéy naw sehoiman xos!
Zawa heise!

Helse, rabe!

Zurnakanyan wird ( xas ke
Zimanekanyan le ag ke!

wik

L] BER DERGE $Sew resika

Ejnom sil bt

N_Iang be taqi asmanewe helpirika Dergeketim |&
bikewe.

Em gew hatlim

Bo ¢inini gepke nérgizeki cawit,

Bo nl¢danég,

Bo xewné... toze giryané,

Le ser hewri qiji xawit.

Em gew hatim,

Tirdskey sari yadigar bangi kirddm

Legel xemi sorebima

Hat(m 0 nagerémewe,

Ya pétdekem

Ya wek momék, desdtém ( detiwémewe!



Dergeketim |& bikewe

Her dildarekey carani™

Her kélgekey ber dergelim. _
Her tiniwekey kirewe W 182imey baranim,
Dergeketim |& bikewé: '
Min ew kesem,

Ta dwéné bl _ _

Le naw geruy rinaki d8 detisardimewe
Le naw cami metirsi da detxwardimewe,
Kat

Le jér bali asman da,

Xerike bawésk dedat.

Swén _

Qulereseki kipe

Dergeketim 1€ bikewe

Siték niye girintir bé.

Le xispey pé w cirpey CiPe!

Dergeketim 1€ bikewe,

Kift 0 mandiy régey dorim;

Weku caran .
Kemék le lat deménimewe w radeblrim

Sew ragika,

Ejrnom sil b, o ‘
Mang be taql asmanéwe helpirika; Dergeketim 18
bikewe . _

Dar 0 berdi ber dergetan ha*tfre dlka!.

LE DAYIKBON

Gwém le hawari netewekeme
Belam dilniyam,

cihani sibey gusad 0 rt?l‘ne.

Le dayikbQni minalim diwe;
Boye dezanim,

girew lingkutan o
yekem niganey le dayikbine

L

EWPERT TINWETI

Magit dekem

Ey giyani xom magit dekem.
Qorti genaget mag dekem
Nermanf gweét,
Goy memkekanit mag dekem.
Zor tinGtim

Le gel ewey, cak dezanim,ﬁ
Memkekanit, wek tope xwe,
Te magiyan kem,

Nernamf zerdi tinwéti

Le éskimda pitir derwé!

Ey giyani xom '

Le yekem korsi ewin da
Memkekanit féryan kirdim

Yoo/t /0 (Y A8 Ve

Rézi befri giyakan bigirim
Cawekanit féryan kridim,

Rézi kaniy binari saxekan bigirim.
Demewé bigeréemewe.

Bo ser textey gutabxane:

Cawrét kem,

Le duwem kosri ewin da,

Férim bikey memkekanit biparézim,
Férim bikey cawekanit biparézim.

La g

BO QERECEK

Yekem: :

Bes temasayi naw lepim ke!
Xo min namewét pém hiley,
Debim be bawki ¢end minal;
Zengin debim, yan her wa lat.

Tenya stékim pé bilé!
Ta mirdin wek to dejim,
yan debim be xawen wilat?

L2 ]

BOM NANUSRE

Bom nandsré.

Be xwén nebé bom nan(sré

NUk? rimekantan tijken,

Xencertan siwari hesan ken
Serapay legim bikene kélgey birin,
Min rahatim,

Xwén bikeme merekebi si'ir ndsin...1

L]

ASMANI TO BER PEY XOTA

Serit porke!

Milit kegke!

Caw megére bo estérew asman {I Xwal!
Ewey bisték xaki nebé

Xwaw estérew asmani kwe?

e

ALBUM

“Gittit damé
Weéney ewanan nigandey
Ke mom asa,

- Le sewgari jinta helblin, hiy ewaney xosgit dewén,

Hiy ewaney xosit wistan.

Lew rojewe giftim dayté

Le soraxi albomé kam, ke wa d0 toy
Weéney hemd afretani

Em cihane bigre te xoy!
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Tweederde van de nacht is voorbij
Slaap mijn kind
Nestel je in mijn schoot
Rust in mijn armen
Wacht niet op mij
2y Vannacht zal ik waken
Ik zal niet slapen
Je vat de slaap gemakkelijk
De natuur is bars en haar adem is luid
Ik ben bang dat het huilen van de wind
Het ruisen van de bomen P 1
De bulderende wolken
De stortregen
Jou wakkerZullen maken S
Of je in je dromen zullen storen
Slaap mijn kind
Nestel je in mijn schoot
Slaap in mijn armen
Wacht niet op mij
Ik zal over je waken
Ik zal niet slapen

Abdullah Pashew

anneer ecn buitenlandse delegatie een land bezoekt
cemtzij een krans van bloemen naar de graftombe
L van de onbekende soldaat.

Als morgen

LA LY
b

draagt: Waar)

Zal ik zeggem
aan de oever.
op de bank van
voor de deug

M. onder alle bo 1
in di
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