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ABSTRACT:
Fage Qadri Hamawand in Qajar Documents

There are cetain poets in the history of Kurdish litera-
ture whose some aspects of their lives have not been
known yet and there is little information about them,
this is particularly true for nineteenth century poets.
One important way to reach to this information about
Kurdish community in general and the history of Kurd-
ish literature in particular is through getting access to
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manuscripts and documents .This study in this respect ,through the use of Qajar doc-
uments ,focuses on some aspects of one of the Kurdish poets and tribal leader who
is known as Fage Qadri Hamawand .This research discusses part of his activities,
movements on the border of Ottoman-Qajar ,his rebellious moves and fights as well
as translating all these documents which are used in this study.

Keywords: Faqe Qadri Hamawand ,History of Kurdish Literature ,Border of Ottoman
and Iran ,Qajar Documents
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Kurds, like any nations or neighboring states, is composed of many tribes, clans, dia-
lects, and sub-dialects which are distributed among various areas and compose part of
the national history. Although, yet, the history of the tribes and Kurdish fractions has not
been recorded completely. What available now, is in the form of oral history, travelers’
and orientalists’ perspectives. However, after the decline of Kurdish Emirates, the role
of Kurdish tribes and clans has appeared better, each tried to preserve their tribal, and
geographical interests. Some of those tribal chieftains were either educated or supported
educated people. Therefore, the history of a tribe and even a nation has been recorded
within poetry and literature.

The geography of Hamawand tribe was located within Chamchamal and suburban
areas near Kirkuk. It was a strategic and important place, it was a disputed area among
many tribes, and a rebellious area against successive authorities. Particularly under the
authority of Ottoman empire, it was an area close to the border of Iran, consequently, it
was a hot region between the two great states.

Searching in the archives of regional countries generally, Ottoman and Gajar’s ar-
chives particularly, will uncover many hidden aspects of our national history. There is
no doubt that, the history of national movements, events and great figures will also be
known to public.

In this regard, Iran archive of Gajar’s will hold treasurable documents of important
events, and Kurdish figures. Though, they have recorded history for their own favor but
the documents can still be regarded fruitful for Kurdish history and Kurdish literature in
particular.

Faqge Qadri Hamawand as one of the great poets in the nineteenth century, was not
only known by his characteristics as a great poet but also by his role as Hamawand chief-
tain in the region. After the demise of Baban Emirate, had become an effective character
in the region, and had the most tensions with both Qajari and Ottoman states. Thus, in
addition to his literary products, the archives of the neighboring countries will support
to explain part of the biography of this person.

The research study entitled (Fage Qadri Hamawand in Qajar Archives) is an attempt
to shed a light on some political aspects of the life of this poet and chieftain in the ar-
chives of Ottoman during the times he had conflicts with Ottomans. At the time, he re-
sorted to the Qajar dynasty and then spent most of his life on the border between these
two states. This study tries to cite his struggles with the two states, the time he got in-
jured, the conspiracy on him by the two states, his attempts for negotiations, his leaving
for Zahawi, and Luristan regions, and even his relations with Hamawand notables and
other Kurdish tribes of Gajar’s border.

The paper, in addition to highlighting on some aspects of his biography and his tribe,
will also discuss his perspectives and reactions. In this respect, the study will also pre-
sent the content of the letters which had been exchanged between rulers of Kirmashan
and Jwamer khan about the existence of Fage Qadri on the border of the two states. The
study will also show how the two states for their own interests unified to suppress the
movement of Fage Qadri and his companions. Firstly, the paper tries to translate the
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content of the documents to Kurdish. Secondly, it attempts to uncover some hidden parts
of his life and his political role in managing his tribe through using a simplified language
based on the documents. For this purpose, to support the information of the documents,
the researcher has resorted to other references of either oral history or of other histori-
ans and orientalists. This is to let the reader to refer to both the history of Fage Qadr and
his tribe to explain better the way of their treatment was. In this regard, a major part of
his life and tribal administration will be known to public through these documents. In
addition, it can also be an introduction to discovering thousands of other documents
on Hamawand movement in Ottoman archives. In return, these documents, will enrich
literary, administrative, and social histories of the region. And it will pave the way for
further academic studies on the region.

From the perspective of Qajar documents, Iran government considered Faqe Qadr
and his companions as a threat to the land of Iran and therefore, they had attempted to
utilize other Kurdish tribes in Kirmanshan and Jwamer khan to get rid of him. Although,
the Iranian government did not trust Jwamer khan, thinking that he had kinship rela-
tions with Fage Qadr and will not try to overpower him. Due to this mistrust, Qajars
would later put an end to Jwamer khan.

Hoping that through using these archival documents, the paper will be an introduc-
tion for further information about other Kurdish characters, movements, and tribes. Be-
sides, in this prospect, based on finding out information about Kurdish poets and schol-
ars, other parts of the history of Kurdish literature might be recorded.
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