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Article: 38

Diplomatic Tributes Pour In For Journalist Halkawt Aziz
https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=880=20260727125458696777

Alk

Diplomatic missions, media organisations and journalists have expressed widespread
condolences following the death of veteran Rudaw journalistHalkawt Aziz , who died
after a road accident in Iraq.

Aziz, aged 36, served as the Baghdad bureau chief for Rudaw Media Network and
was travelling from Baghdad to Basra when the incident occurred. He succumbed to
injuries sustained in the crash.

The journalist is being remembered across the region as a committed reporter who
played a key role in covering political and social developments in Iraq for Kurdish
and Iraqi audiences.

Messages of sympathy were sent by international diplomats, including former US
Assistant Secretary of State Barbara Leaf, who extended condolences to his
colleagues and family, describing the loss as deeply tragic.

Spain’s embassy in Baghdad also offered condolences to the families of victims of
the accident, while expressing hope for the recovery of those injured.

Other diplomatic and international figures, including representatives from Sri Lanka
and European youth organisations, praised Aziz’s professionalism and dedication to
journalism, highlighting his commitment to informing the public.

Within Irag and the Kurdistan Region, journalists’ unions and media rights groups
paid tribute to his work, describing his death as a major loss to the media
community.
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The Kurdistan Journalists Syndicate said his passing represents a significant blow to
regional journalism, while the Metro Center for Journalists Rights and Advocacy
noted that his reporting legacy would be remembered for its focus on truth and
public service.

Several media outlets across the Kurdistan Region and Iraq also issued statements
honouring his contribution to journalism and expressing solidarity with his family
and colleagues. [1]
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Content category: Media | Social | Publication Type: Born-digital | Language -
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Halkawt Aziz
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Name:Halkawt

Father's name:Aziz

Year of Birth: 1989

Date of Death: 08-06-2026
Place of death: Basra

Halkawt Aziz, originally from the city of Kirkuk, was born in displacement in Erbil in
1989. He held a diploma in directing from the Theatre Department of the Kirkuk
Institute of Fine Arts and dedicated nearly 16 years of service to the field of media.

He joined Rudaw Media Network on 20-12-2015 . During his time with Rudaw, he
produced remarkable work and unforgettable reports. His extensive coverage of the
Basra protests in June 2018, along with his moving reports on the discovery of the
remains of Anfal victims in the deserts of Samawa in July 2019, stand as only a few
examples of his professionalism and courage in conveying the truth. With a powerful
human voice, he told the stories of the Anfal children who had clung to their
mothers during the executions.

On Monday afternoon, June 8, 2026, Halkawt Aziz passed away due to the severity
of his injuries after being involved in a traffic accident on the road between Baghdad
and Basra. [1]
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Halkawt Aziz, Veteran Kurdish Journalist and Rudaws Baghdad Bureau Chief, Dies
in Traffic Collision

https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=8&q=20260727130347696778

In a statement issued following the tragedy, the management and staff of the
Kurdistan24 Media Institution extended their deepest condolences to Aziz's family,
friends, and colleagues.

The Kurdish media landscape suffered a profound loss on Monday, following the
sudden passing ofHalkawt Aziz , a highly regarded broadcast journalist and the
Baghdad Bureau Manager for the Rudaw Media Network. According to a primary
reports, Aziz was killed in a severe traffic accident while traveling southward to
Basra Province, abruptly ending a dynamic career dedicated to chronicling Iraq's
complex political and social developments.

The fatal collision occurred along the heavily traversed international highway
connecting the Iraqgi capital of Baghdad to the southern economic hub of Basra.
Reporting from the scene indicates that a heavy transport truck, while executing a
turn on the roadway, collided violently with Aziz's oncoming vehicle.

The sheer force of the impact left the veteran journalist with critical, life-threatening
injuries.

Emergency response teams swiftly secured the scene and transported Aziz to
Diwaniyah Hospital for urgent medical intervention. Despite the immediate and
intensive efforts of the hospital's medical staff to stabilize his deteriorating
condition, he tragically succumbed to his wounds shortly after arriving at the facility.
For years, Aziz served as a prominent voice and an organizational anchor within
Kurdish media circles.

As the head of Rudaw's Baghdad office, he was tasked with navigating one of the
most demanding and consequential journalistic beats in the Middle East.

He meticulously oversaw the network's operations in the federal capital,
coordinating coverage during periods of intense political transition, shifting security
challenges, and the constantly evolving diplomatic relations between Erbil and
Baghdad.

His work provided both Kurdish and international audiences with vital, on-the-
ground insights into the inner workings of the Iraqi state, translating complex
parliamentary disputes and federal policies into accessible, daily reporting.

Aziz's path to the upper echelons of broadcast journalism was deeply rooted in an
early appreciation for the arts and public communication.

According to biographical details confirmed by Kurdistan24, he graduated from the
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Theater Department at the Kirkuk Institute of Fine Arts.

This foundational training in narrative pacing and performance translated seamlessly
into his television career, where he cultivated a compelling, authoritative, and
trusted on-screen presence.

Before assuming his leadership role at Rudaw in 2017, Aziz honed his reporting skills
at Kirkuk TV, covering the nuanced and often volatile dynamics of the disputed
territories with a careful, measured approach.

The news of his passing has sent shockwaves through Iraq's journalistic community,
prompting an immediate outpouring of grief from colleagues, rival networks, and
political figures alike.

His passing represents not merely a personal tragedy for his family, but a structural
loss for the Kurdish press, which relies heavily on seasoned correspondents capable
of deciphering Baghdad's intricate political theater.

In a statement issued following the tragedy, the management and staff of the
Kurdistan24 Media Institution extended their deepest condolences to Aziz's family,
friends, and colleagues.

The institution emphasized its solidarity with the broader media community,
expressing profound sympathy and offering prayers for his loved ones during a
period of immense industry-wide grief.

Beyond his operational titles and managerial duties, Halkawt Aziz will be
remembered for the professional rigor, intellectual curiosity, and unyielding
dedication he brought to his craft daily.

Earning the widespread respect of his peers across various competing outlets, he
exemplified the resilience required to operate effectively as a frontline journalist in
modern Iraq.

The collective condolences issued by media institutions nationwide underscore a
rare moment of unity, recognizing the shared risks, exhausting travel, and heavy
responsibilities borne by reporters in the field. As colleagues and audiences mourn
his sudden departure, Aziz's extensive body of work remains a permanent part of his
professional legacy.

His reporting stands as a lasting testament to the enduring importance of dedicated
correspondents who risk their lives to faithfully document the ongoing, complex
history of Iraqg and the Kurdistan Region.

Summary

Prominent Kurdish journalist Halkawt Aziz, Baghdad Bureau Manager for the Rudaw
Media Network, died Monday in a tragic traffic collision on the Baghdad-Basra
highway. His sudden passing is mourned by peers and highlights his significant
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contributions to Iraq's evolving journalism landscape. [1]

Items Property

Content category: Documentary | Social | Publication Type: Born-digital |
Language - Dialect: English | Country - Province: South Kurdistan |
Publication date: 08-06-2026

O bglySiue gadh idaly:

Qb 9L J o)
91999y 9 9dSS) 35S

08-06-2026 N .
(L5g333,5) Cewlyogl

President Nechirvan Barzani offers QSMU&@ English

condolences to the family of Halkawt Aziz

Sources
[1] Unspecified | English | Website kurdistan24.net 08-06-2026

Added on: 27-07-2026
Editor Name: Hejar Kamela

96


https://www.kurdipedia.org/?lng=8&report=folders&type=sources&ref=Website%20kurdistan24.net%2008-06-2026&reflng=8&reftype=8&qr=true

“"':-'\l{[ ,Uu)\)js (1 L;Ubo_g) MUS_gASjc&
Group: Articles
Article: 41
Kurdish Leaders Mourn Death of Halkawt Aziz
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Wladimir van Wilgenburg

On Monday 08-06-2026 , Halkawt Aziz Head of Rudaw’s Baghdad Bureau, passed
away after a car accident on the Baghdad-Basra highway.

“We are deeply saddened to announce that our Head of Baghdad Bureau, Halkawt
Aziz, has passed away in a tragic car accident,” Rudaw said on Monday.

“This is a devastating loss for Rudaw Media Network and for journalism in the
country. We are grieving with his family and loved ones in this painful time.”

After his death, many Kurdish leaders extended their condolences, including
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister Masrour Barzani.

“I share in their grief. May Almighty God bless his soul with paradise and grant
patience and comfort to everyone, KRG Prime Minister Barzani said in a statement.
On Monday, Kurdistan Region President Nechirvan Barzani underlined that the “late
Halkawt Aziz was a capable, dedicated, and active journalist who rendered great
service to the field of media.

“I pray to Almighty God to bless his soul with His mercy and compassion and to grant
patience, comfort, and peace to all who mourn his loss.”

Safeen Dizayee, head of the KRG Department of Foreign Relations, said in a post on
X that Aziz was an “active, professional, and truly loyal voice for his work and the
people of Kurdistan.

“My heartfelt condolences to his family and the Rudaw Media Network team. May
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his soul rest in peace.”

The Barzani Charity Foundation also extended its deepest condolences and heartfelt
sympathy to the management and staff of Rudaw Media Channel, as well as to the
family, relatives, friends, and colleagues of the late Aziz.

Wladimir van Wilgenburg
A seasoned reporter and analyst who specializes in Kurdish affairs.[1]
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President Nechirvan Barzani offers condolences to the family of Halkawt Aziz
https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=8&0=20260728091454696918

08-06-2026

On the passing of journalist and head of the Baghdad office of Rudaw Media
Network, the lateHalkawt Aziz , who lost his life in a tragic traffic accident, | extend
my condolences to his family, relatives, and colleagues.

The late Halkawt Aziz was a capable, dedicated, and active journalist who rendered
great service to the field of media. | pray to Almighty God to bless his soul with His

mercy and compassion and to grant patience, comfort, and peace to all who mourn
his loss.

Nechirvan Barzani
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Rudaw reporter Halkawt Azizs final report before his death
https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=8&q=20260727123936696776

. -

Halkawt Azi z, Rudaw's bureau chief in Baghdad, filed a report about one of Iraq's
most contentious issues - the disarmament of Iran-backed armed groups - a day
before losing his life in a traffic accident on the Baghdad-Basra highway on Monday
afternoon.

The report was published posthumously.

He was seriously injured after his vehicle collided with a truck. He was taken to
hospital, where he later succumbed to his injuries.

Aziz, 36, is survived by his wife and two children. [1]
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Rudaw’s Halkawt Aziz honored by Kurdish, Iraqi leaders after tragic passing
https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=880g=20260727091036696755

HALKAWT AZIZ

BAGHDAD BUREAU CHIEF, RUDAW

The tragic passing of Rudaw’s Baghdad Bureau Chief,Halkawt Aziz (1989 - 2026), has
prompted an outpouring of condolences and solidarity from political leaders across
the Kurdistan Region and Irag, with many honoring him as a distinguished journalist
deeply committed to amplifying the Kurdish voice.

Aziz, 36, passed away after succumbing to critical injuries sustained in a car accident
while traveling from the Iraqi capital Baghdad to the southernmost Basra province.
He leaves behind his wife and two sons, as well as his father, mother, and six
siblings.

Kurdistan

The office of President Masoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP), stated, “With great sadness, we received the news of the passing of journalist
Halkawt Aziz,” offering “condolences and sympathy to the family, relatives, and
acquaintances” of the late journalist, “as well as to all journalists and media
professionals in Kurdistan.”

“We consider ourselves to share in their grief,” the preeminent Kurdish leader's
office said.

For his part, Kurdistan Region President Nechirvan Barzani extended his “deepest
condolences” to Aziz's “family, relatives, and colleagues,” hailing him as a “skilled,
dedicated, and active journalist who made significant contributions to the field of
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media.”

Kurdish Prime Minister Masrour Barzani also expressed his “condolences and
sympathies” to the Rudaw correspondent’s loved ones, sharing in their grief and
praying that his “soul rests in peace in heaven and [God] bestows patience and
comfort” upon them.

Similarly, the Kurdistan Region Deputy Prime Minister, Qubad Talabani, stated that
“the passing of the talented journalist Halkawt Aziz has brought us grief and
sorrow,” offering condolences “from the depths of my heart.”

Talabani highlighted Aziz’s legacy as “a brave and dedicated correspondent who
worked tirelessly to convey information truthfully from Baghdad,” adding that “for
that reason, he had earned a place in everyone’s heart, and now all mourn the loss
of this dear individual.”

Safeen Dizayee, head of the Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) Department of
Foreign Relations, also expressed sadness over the passing of Rudaw’s Baghdad
bureau chief, describing him as “a truly loyal voice for his work and the people of
Kurdistan.”

The Kurdistan Region’s ruling KDP, through its Spokesperson Mahmoud Mohammed,
described the passing of “the talented media professional and journalist Halkawt
Aziz,” as “deeply saddening.”

“Halkawt was a brave and sincere media worker, with great love for his profession
and for the just cause of our [Kurdish] people,” Mohammed said, underlining that
“he worked tirelessly, and with his passing we have lost a patriotic young man and a
prominent, respected journalist.”

Furthermore, Bafel Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),
remarked, “With deep sorrow and sadness, we received the news of the passing of
the esteemed journalist Halkawt Aziz,” extending his condolences and sympathy to
Aziz’'s family, friends, and colleagues.

“We share in their grief,” Talabani added, praying that his soul be granted “eternal
peace in paradise” and that “patience and comfort” be bestowed upon his loved
ones.

Moreover, the Kurdistan Region’s leading political parties - including the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU), Kurdistan Justice Group (KJG),
Kurdistan Islamic Movement (KIM), and the Change Movement (Gorran) - have all
mourned the death of Halkawt Aziz.

Iraq

Iraqi President Nizar Amedi extended his “deepest condolences and sincere
sympathy to the family of the late journalist,” as well as “to his colleagues at Rudaw
Media Network and to the entire press and media community,” following the tragic
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passing of Aziz.

“The deceased was an exemplar of a committed media professional,” Amedi said,
adding that “throughout his years of work as a correspondent and director of the
Network’s bureau in Baghdad, he contributed to reporting events and covering
national issues with professionalism and responsibility.”

Similarly, Sabah al-Numan, spokesperson for Iragi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi, stated
that “the media community has lost a professional voice known for his dedication to
his journalistic mission, his tireless efforts to convey the truth, and his service to
society.”

“This painful loss leaves a profound impact on everyone who knew him and worked
with him,” Numan said.

For its part, the Azm Alliance, led by prominent Sunni Arab politician Muthanna al-
Samarrai, said it “shares sorrow with the family and colleagues of the deceased over
this painful loss,” honoring his “efforts in media work and the fulfillment of his
professional mission.”

Meanwhile, Ali al-Daffayi, spokesperson for the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq - led
by prominent Iraqi Shiite cleric and politician Humam Hammoudi - expressed
“sincere condolences and heartfelt sympathy to the dear media family at Rudaw
Media Network and to the respected family of the late brother Halkawt.”

He added, “May God envelop the dear departed in His vast mercy and grant his
family and loved ones patience and solace.”

For his part, Sabah al-Salihi, spokesperson for the Hikmah Movement - led by
prominent Iraqi Shiite cleric and politician Ammar al-Hakim - extended “deepest
condolences and sincere sympathy to the management of Rudaw Media Network,
the departed’s colleagues, and his honorable family.” [1]
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Rudaw’s Halkawt Aziz laid to rest in moving farewell ceremony
https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=8&q=20260727104922696764

Hundreds of mourners gathered in Kirkuk on Tuesday to bid a final farewell to
Rudaw’s Baghdad Bureau Chief,Halkawt Aziz (1989 - 2026), who was laid to rest in
his home province after he died in a tragic car crash the previous day.

Ako Mohammed, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Rudaw Media Network, lamented
the loss of Aziz, describing him as a “brilliant journalist.”

“We have all lost a very competent professional and journalist, and the outpouring
of heartfelt condolences and support from the people of Kurdistan since yesterday
[Monday] stands as a testament to the love they had for Aziz,” he added.

The 36-year-old veteran Kurdish journalist passed away after succumbing to critical
injuries sustained in a car accident while traveling from the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, to
the southern Basra province.

Khatab Ajami, Aziz’s cameraman in Baghdad who was in the same vehicle with him
at the time of the accident, told Rudaw that a lorry crossed from the opposite lane,
cutting off the car’s path and striking the vehicle on Aziz’s side.

“It all happened in a split second. | called out his name, Halkawt, Halkawt... but he
did not respond,” Ajami said, adding, “I swiftly transferred him to the hospital, but
fate was faster than | was.”

“I'lost a brother and a lifelong friend that | will never be able to replace,” Ajami said,
choking on his tears.

Attending the funeral procession was Shakhwan Abdullah, a senior figure from the
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Kurdistan Region’s ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and head of the party’s
bloc in the federal parliament.

Pointing to the large turnout of mourners, Abdullah said, “All these people who
came here [to the funeral in Kirkuk] came to honor him [Aziz] for delivering the truth
to them. He strived to deliver honest news [from Baghdad] to the people.”

Similarly, senior Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) official and former Kirkuk
governor Rebwar Taha mourned Aziz as “an honest and kind-hearted journalist and
correspondent who worked tirelessly and without any bias.”

“He never showed prejudice toward any party or group,” Taha added.

For his part, Iraqgi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi dispatched a delegation to Kirkuk to
offer condolences over Aziz’s passing and participate in his funeral procession.

A day prior, Zaidi’s Spokesperson, Sabah al-Numan, remarked that with Aziz’s death,
“the media community [in Iraq] has lost a professional voice known for his
dedication to his journalistic mission, his tireless efforts to convey the truth, and his
service to society.”

“This painful loss leaves a profound impact on everyone who knew him and worked
with him,” Numan said.

Tributes

The flood of condolences from senior Iraqi officials and prominent diplomats
continued for a second consecutive day following the tragic passing of Rudaw’s
Baghdad Bureau Chief.

National Security Advisor Qasim al-Araji extended his “deepest condolences and
heartfelt sympathies to Rudaw TV and all journalists” on the passing of Aziz, adding,
“We ask God to grant him mercy and forgiveness, and his family and loved ones
patience and solace.”

Major General Tahsin al-Khafaji, Director of Media and Moral Guidance at Iraq’s
Ministry of Defense, said, “We received with profound sorrow and sadness the news
of Aziz’s passing,” praising the late journalist’s “professional efforts in conveying the
truth and carrying out his media duties with full responsibility and dedication.”
:Similarly, Lieutenant General Qais al-Muhammadawi, Deputy Commander of
Baghdad's Joint Operations Command, also extended his “condolences and
sympathies to the Rudaw Media Network, the people of the Kurdistan Region, and
the family of the deceased” on the tragic incident.

Major General Saad Maan, head of Iraq’s Security Media Cell, also extended his
“deepest condolences and sincere sympathies to the family of the late Halkawt
Aziz,” praying that God would “envelop the deceased in His vast mercy and
forgiveness, grant his family, relatives, and loved ones patience and solace, and
protect everyone from all harm.”
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Ukrainian Ambassador to Iraq, lvan Dovhanych, described Aziz’s passing as “a great
loss for journalism in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region,” conveying his “heartfelt
condolences” and “support for the media community.”

“During this difficult time, our hearts and thoughts are with his family, friends,
colleagues, and the entire Rudaw team,” Dovhanych said.

Meanwhile, the Consul General of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in Erbil, Ahmed
Hasan al-Shehhi, remarked, “We received with deep sorrow and sadness the news of
Halkawt Aziz’s passing,” adding, “We extend our condolences to Rudaw, his family,
and all of his relatives.”

Erman Topcu, the Turkish Consul General in Erbil, remarked, “I would like to express
our profound sadness due to the passing of your colleague, Mr. Halkawt Aziz,”
further conveying his “heartfelt condolence” to Aziz’s family and his co-workers.

In a similar vein, the Consul General of Russia in Erbil, Maxim Rubin, conveyed the
Russian consulate’s “condolences and sympathy to Rudaw and to the family and
relatives of Halkawt Aziz.”

He added, “On this day filled with sorrow, we all remember him and bow our heads
in respect to his memory,” describing Aziz as “a symbol of patriotism and a model of
a loyal and impartial observer.”

“We ask Almighty God to grant his family and friends patience and solace, and to
have mercy on the deceased and admit him to His vast paradise,” Rubin concluded.
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Statement from Rudaw on passing of reporter Halkawt Aziz
https://www.kurdipedia.org/?Ing=880=20260727083717696747

{”z’— Halkawt Aziz
S

It is with profound sorrow and grief that Rudaw Media Network announces the
passing of our colleague, Halkawt Aziz , Rudaw's correspondent and Baghdad bureau
chief.

On Monday afternoon, 08-06-2026, Halkawt Aziz passed away due to the severity of
his injuries after being involved in a traffic accident on the road between Baghdad
and Basra.

Halkawt Aziz was a talented journalist, a tireless professional, and a devoted
member of the Rudaw family. He consistently covered events with credibility,
honesty, and professionalism. Through his unwavering dedication to his work, he left
a clear and lasting impact both on screen and in the hearts of his colleagues and the
people of Kurdistan.

Halkawt Aziz, originally from the city of Kirkuk, was born in displacement in Erbil in
1989. He held a diploma in directing from the Theatre Department of the Kirkuk
Institute of Fine Arts and dedicated nearly 16 years of service to the field of media.
He joined Rudaw Media Network on 20-12-2015 .During his time with Rudaw, he
produced remarkable work and unforgettable reports. His extensive coverage of the
Basra protests in June 2018, along with his moving reports on the discovery of the
remains of Anfal victims in the deserts of Samawa in July 2019, stand as only a few
examples of his professionalism and courage in conveying the truth. With a powerful
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human voice, he told the stories of the Anfal children who had clung to their
mothers during the executions.

The sudden passing of Halkawt Aziz has been a tremendous shock to all of us. He
was not only a successful journalist but also won the affection of everyone through
his kindness, generosity, and warm spirit. Halkawt's service, dedication, and vibrant
character will forever remain in Rudaw's memory.

We extend our deepest condolences and sympathies to his family, relatives, friends,
and all Rudaw viewers, listeners, and readers. We pray to Almighty God to grant
patience and strength to all those affected by this loss and to bless the deceased
with eternal peace in paradise.

May his memory always be honored, and may his pure soul rest in peace.

Rudaw Media Network
08-06-2026. [1]
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