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Development to govern over and get Turkey out of its economic crises.
From the beginning this elite took up the challenge and showed a great deal of
interest in economic rise. In a short span of time, Turkey became one of the
economic states. It witnessed constitutional, social and political reforms and the
constitution of a silent revolution that led to a bloodless coup against the
traditional bureaucracy (the army), thus replacing the military institution by the
civil institution to embody democratic principles without entering into a religious
secular conflict.

It seems that leaders of the party have played the foreign card in reinforcing
its goals and orientations particularly to join the European Union and to commit
to Copenhagen norms. In view of this internal variable we conducted our study
on foreign policy and posed the following problem: how did variables of
domestic and foreign environment affect Turkey’s foreign policy in view of
attraction between religious and secular dimensions?

Accordingly, we have divided the study into three chapters. In the first chapter,
was addressed the historical context to build up the Turkish republic and its
geopolitical and geostrategic constituents since the Atattrk until the rule of Justice
and Development party. In the second chapter we addressed practical applications
of Turkey’s foreign policy approaches adopted by the Justice and Development
elite at international level while in the third chapter we dealt with applications of
foreign policy at regional European, Asian and Arabic level. And finally this study
concluded with the impact of Turkish internal attractions on foreign policy.



Abstract:

During a certain period of time, international relations were inconstant in
that foreign policies were based on interests. It may be found that the policies of
some states were uninfluential in a certain time, then became of widespread
influence at international level. And this is, in fact the corollary of the cold war,
during which the world order turned from bipolar (two rival powers) into unipolar
led by the United States of America which readjusted its policy towards some of
its cold-war ally states. Also at international arena appeared new challenges that
generated new concepts at US. decision makers such as war on terrorism,
anticipated war, soft power and middle power.

This US change in dealing with international issues applied to all
international actors and states in particular. As an actor shifting its foreign policy
towards various international actors, however, Turkey underwent domestic
changes at top levels of state with the arrival of the Islamic-rooted party of Justice
and Development to power.

Turkey’s geo-strategic position is marked by a regional and international
tense environment; it is the crossroads of sea lanes between Europe, Asia, and
Africa, surrounded by neighbours of different ideologies and political objectives
and regimes as well as by areas having geo-political problems such the Kurd and
independent republics of ex-Soviet union. These factors made Turkey shift its
foreign policy, conduct its Westernization agenda and embrace “peace inside and
outside” the state. Indeed, the local and international environment marked by
factors of historical transformations from World War I, Ottoman disintegration,
establishment of the republic, and up till creation of the modern Turkish state
contributed to the orientation of Turkey’s foreign policy.

In the 1990’s period which witnessed ideological liberal superiority and
communist disintegration, appeared geostrategic lacuna that didn’t correspond
with Turkey’s local capacities. The reason why we find that Turkish decision
makers in that period did not cope with the changed form of world order in that
there was no elite capable of getting Turkey out of its internal crises caused by a
military-bureaucracy-backed secular elite.

Following the failure of traditional elites in dealing with international and
local issues, a social discontent led to electing the party of Justice and



