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Students of urban design dwell'in contradiction. 1
In the design studios they take each semester, l
they are ¢harged with designing important parts ‘
of cities and towns, even []‘nmnh thev have little ’I

design expdrience and'a iited underst: anding of
urbanism. They are given minimal up-front

instruction on how to achieve their goals; instead, ‘
they must learn by«doing. This ap pz-huh is'perhaps \
negessary—as instructors, we cannot claim.to have ::
found a better wav—Dbut it asks the student to move |
in‘opposite directions at the same timé: ferward, |

toward the completion of a project, anel)"backward,”
toward the broad understandings needed tg
Lt)lll}hlt[k it well.

How does a student negotiate this paradox? How
does one design something before knpwing anything
about it? Where does one Start—with uideérstanding
caction? Are there tangible strategies’one can lean ]
on while remaining on l']u. lookout lor larger le; HHHI“N

he answers are unlikelv to bé found in textbooks or "i
a formal lesson-plan. But they existin the design

studio nonetheless, typically in parenthetical
conversations and off ll anded ©bservations instructors
offer students to.get them unstuck, shoo them off a
Wayw: ard course, or xlmplx imform or inspire them. “

¢ the pare entheticals are out of tiu way, the
l]uLItrl rety'rns to the

rthe
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