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Abstract

Writing on the ethnic composition of the city of Kirkuk,
Shamsadin Sami, author of the celebrated Encyclopaedia “Qamus Al-
A’alam” stated that, “Three quarters of the inhabitants of Kirkuk are
Kurds and the rest are Turkmans, Arabs and others; 760 Jews and 460
Chaldeans also reside in the city”.

The city of Kirkuk was the centre of the Wilayet of Sharazur
until 1879 when it became a “sanjak™ and was annexed to the Wilayet
of Mosul. In 1918, the British army occupied the Wilayet, and in
1921, they estimated the population of Kirkuk to be 75,000 Kurds,
35,000 Turks, 10,000 Arabs, 1,400 Jews and 600 Chaldeans.
A Committee of the League of Nations, which visited the Wilayet of
Mosul in 1925 to determine its future, estimated that the Kurds made
up 63% of the population, the Turkmans 19% and the Arabs 18%.

According to 1957 Census, the Kurds constituted 48.3%, Arabs
28.2%, Turkmans 21.4%, the remainder being Chaldo - Assyrian and
others.

Arab tribes settled in Kirkuk during the monarchical period are
Al-Ubaid and Al-Jiburi. They settled in the Hawija district and the
Lower Zab River was used to irrigate the land.

The relations between Kurds, Turkmans and the new Arabs of Hawija
and other groups were good until the Baath party came to power. The
Baathist regime was responsible for the destruction of 13 Kurdish
villages around Kirkuk. Further, 34 Kurdish villages in Dubz district
were forced to leave. Between 1963 and 1988, a total of 779 Kurdish
villages were destroyed by the Bathist regime.

During the Irag-Iran war, again, the regime destroyed many
Shi’ite Turkman villages in the south of Kirkuk. Inside the city of
Kirkuk, the Iraqi regime has taken many measures to force the Kurds
to leave. People were transferred to southern and central Iraq. Schools
and streets were renamed by Arabic names, tens of thousands, of
Arab families were brought to the city and were housing and
employment.
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These measures were intensified after the Gulf War of 1991. The
regime has prevented the Kurds to return to Kirkuk. and according to
a so -called “Identity Law”, Kurds and other non-Arabs were required
to register themselves as Arabs . Anyone, refusing was expelled to the
liberated part of Kurdistan or southern Iraq. Since 1991, between
120,000 and 200,000 non-Arabs have been forcibly expelled from the
Kirkuk region.
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