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Abstract:

This dissertation offers an accurate analytics and evaluation, based on the
Copenhagen School of thought, of the challenges facing the security of the Kurdistan
Region since 2014. The vitality of this research is that it does not only cover the military
challenges, but studies the military, political, economic, environmental, and societal
confronts. Additionally, it sheds light on the geopolitical position of Kurdistan Region
that lies between the polarization of the regional states and the intervention of world
superpowers which exposed the Kurdistan Region into various other challenges. The aim
of this research is to cast light on the most significant challenges, to enlighten the
authorities in the Kurdistan region of the sources of these challenges and how to deal
with them, and to offer a theoretical framework to the concept of security and its
challenges according to the Copenhagen School. The main question of this research is to
specify the sources of the challenges encountering the Kurdistan Region after 2014 and
how they can be confronted. For the theoretical framework, the fundamental ideas of
security in the perspective of the Copenhagen School are adopted. Furthermore, the
historical, descriptive, analytical, case study approaches are utilized in researching the
Kurdistan Region and its political system. All these have been helpful in proving the
hypothesis of this research which is due to its geopolitical position and the internal
challenges facing it, the Kurdistan Region has encountered many challenges. Moreover,
this research has reached several conclusions for the challenges facing the security of
the Kurdistan Region, most important among them is the severe conflict among the
political parties. Owing to the deep division between the major two political parties (the
KDP and the PUK), there is always the likelihood of dual-administration and the return
to point-zero. The lack of unified peshmerga forces and the power-dividing between
these two major parties have always left the door open to civil war, especially when
their interests clash. Additionally, another challenge facing the Kurdistan Region is the
weak existence of diversified sources of income and the over dependence on oil
revenues that has rendered it a rentier economy. Further, corruption has become one of
the stark threats to the economic security of the Kurdistan Region and its consequences
have affected most of the sectors. Finally, the non-existence of independence and the
position of the Kurdistan Region within the regional and international conflicts have
endangered the security of the Kurdistan Region.
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