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Abstract

At the present time, most indicators show that this century will be the
century of wars and conflicts over water. This is mainly due to the
importance of water in human life, the increased demand for it and its
decreasing quantity owing to various natural and human factors. In
addition, there is an imbalance in the distribution of water, especially
since the rivers pass through more than one country where they flow.
This has made water a major factor for conflict, especially in the Middle
East where Iraqi Kurdistan Region is situated. This study aims to examine
the issue of water security in the Kurdistan Region through studying the
problem of water security in the region to find out the challenges it faces,
and the impact of these challenges on the national security. Given the
importance of water for all the dimensions of security, the current study,
then, identifies the necessary and appropriate measures that could be

taken to face these challenges.

To achieve the objectives of the research, we relied on five main
approaches; First is the historical approach that analyzes the history of
events related to water conflicts in the world in general as well as in the
Middle East and Iraq in particular. Second, the descriptive approach; that
presents and discusses concepts and terminology together with explaining
the state of water security in the region, its problems and challenges. The
third approach used was content analysis method for analyzing date and
information. In addition, legal and functional analysis methods were used
as another approach to analyze the legal basis for the problem and the
role of the government and other official institutions in providing water
security for the Kurdistan Region. Finally, a number of library resources,
journals, and UN published official reports were also used, in addition to

interviews and calls with experts in the field. Finally, the study

J



concluded that several factors contribute to posing a real threat to water
security in the Kurdistan Region. Among them are climate change and its
negative impact on water revenues, misuse of water and its management,
and above all the water policies pursued by Turkey and Iran on the water
resources in their countries. The last factor is based on the fact that -about
(1 +7) of the surface water revenues of the Kurdistan Region come from
Turkey and Iran. This has become a leverage these countries could use
against the Kurdistan Region in order to achieve their political, economic
and national interests as they did in the past. In addition to highlighting
the challenges, the study also identified the essential tools and procedures
that could be taken at the local and international levels to achieve water

security and meet the challenges facing it in the Kurdistan Region-Irag.
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