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Political relations between the Kurdistan Region and Turkey and its impact
on the Region's economy
(A Study in Political Geography)
Abstract

The Kurdistan Region is located in the southwestern part of Asia in
the north of the Iraqgi state. As part of Iraq, it borders three neighboring
states; Iran to the east, Turkey to the north, Syria to the west. The study
area is separated from Iraq. It is also It also has a set of natural and
human characteristics, including the diversity of its land surface and
climate. It is rich in mineral resources, especially oil and natural gas,
estimated at (45) billion barrels of oil and (200) trillion feet of natural gas; In
terms of population characteristics, the majority of the population is young,
accounting for (% 60) of the total population of the region in (2020), which
can be useful for national economic growth.

This study sheds light on the political relations between the Kurdistan
Region and Turkey and their impact on the Kurdistan Region's economy:
The beginning of this relationship goes back to the time of Turkish
President Turgut Ozal as a semi-independent political entity, especially
after the formation of the Kurdistan Regional Government in 1992, as a
semi-independent political entity, it began to establish political and
economic relations with neighboring countries within a narrow framework.
However, the Turkish state has never supported the legitimate rights of the
Kurdish people, fearing the independence of the region and secession
from Iraq, for this purpose, interfered in the internal events of the study
area.

This study focuses on the economic relations between the Kurdistan
Regional Government and Turkey, which improved after the AKP took
power for the second time in 2007, with the emergence of investment in
the economic sectors of the Kurdistan Region, especially the oil and
natural gas sector by Turkish companies for this purpose, the number of
Turkish companies that came to the region in 2013 reached (1500)
companies, which opened an important economic and trade door between
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them. So the volume of trade between them increased between the years
(2007 to 2013) increased from (1.4 to 8 billion dollars), the research area
became the most important center of Turkish commercial activities, but
this did not last because the Kurdistan Region held a referendum in 2017
which shrashrank political and economic relations with Turkey and even
Iran. After The referendum the relations resumed, and the presence of
Turkey's interests in the region led to the normalization of trade relations
between the two countries.

The prospects of political relations between the Kurdistan Region and
Turkey depend on the achievement of political, security and economic
goals between the two sides, especially for Turkey, because it is the
strong side in this equation. If these goals are achieved, their political
relations will be strong, but if these goals are not achieved and harm
Turkey's interests, their political relations will dwindle and become tense.
The prospects of political relations affect the prospects of Turkish
investment in the Kurdistan Region. There is a direct relationship between
them. Improved political relations will provide opportunities for more
Turkish investment in the Kurdistan Region and vice versa.

The most obvious objectives of the study are highlighting the impact of
the Kurdistan Region's natural resources, especially oil and natural gas,
on relations between Turkey and the Kurdistan Region. The role of Turkish
companies in investing in the Kurdistan Region's economic sectors are
also a focus of the study.

Finally, this study has reached several conclusions, the most important
of which is that political relations between the Kurdistan Region and

Turkey have not been balanced, Turkey has treated the region as a local

authority, The motives of these relations have focused on security,
economic and political aspects. Another result is that between 2014 and
2020, more than (1) billion barrels of oil were exported to the Turkish port
of Ceyhan, worth (45.9) billion dollars ,The region has (15.5) billion dollars
achieved. Between 2008 and 2016, Turkey has implemented (22)
independent and joint projects in the Kurdistan Region at a cost of (1.484)
billion dollars.
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