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Abstract

In this research titled ( The City As a Center of Civilization's evolution - Cities of
Khorasan region as example, since (4", 5™ AH/ 10", 11" C.E.), the topics of city
and civilization development are put under the scope of discussion and
investigation. The research is framed under three chapters with each chapter
consisting of two sections (except the third chapter with three sections) and each
section incorporating three subsections. In this summery, | strive to display the
core of the research without intricate discussions brought up.

The first chapter is ascribed to the name-origin and boundaries of Khorasan in
which the origin of the name of Khorasan is investigated with various proposals
discussed and the closest proposal suggested. In addition, amongest the proposals
the view of the researcher stands out. In the same chapter, the topography and
climate of the region is displayed shortly and briefly paired with the liberation
process of the region and its cities by the Muslims which is showcased in an
example-giving fashion. In the second half of this chapter, what is known as "the
four parts of Khorasan" is mapped out with their ethnical and religious
backgrounds included. This chapter generally introduces the region and lies a
foundation of understanding in terms of landscape, social, and political aspects for
the region.

The second chapter embraces two essential topics. First, city and urbanization as
a theory and second, the cities of Khorasan in terms of population plan and process
as well as the relationship between cities and rural areas. In addition, the important
aspects of urbanization and city expansion are debated, especially in the second
section where the discussion is applied to the cities. The discussion takes a turn
towards the factors behind city development and decline before stopping on the
topic of city layout, size, and administration.

In the third chapter, the civilization aspect of the cities of Khorasan is
accommodated for. In order to leave more space and content for the discussion of
the civilization aspects of the cities of Khorasan and their effect as a medium for
scientific, industrial, and economic development, we begin the chapter with the
infrastructure of the city starting with castles and forts to public places of the city,
such as mosques, bazaars, roads, public bathrooms, caravanserais, etc. These
infrastructural sights are the fundamental components of the middle centuries.
After that, more than a half of this chapter is attributed to the effect of the cities on
the development of science and economy in Khorasan. At the end, the conclusions
arrived at during the research are displayed.
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