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Abstract

If we look into human history, we will see that women have always
achieved levels of success at roles such as mother, partner, and
homemaker set for them within the boundaries of their homes. This
success is most prominent within the role of mother as they shoulder
most of the responsibilities regarding the raising and the taking care of
their child. However in recent years as societies become more open
minded in the world and in Kurdistan especially, women have been able
to achieve success in the roles they have newly adopted in the
workplace and in the broader areas of society that have been open to
men for a long time now. Women were very quickly able to leave their
mark in plenty of trades and professions even though in many places
and societies it is unacceptable for women to partake in such areas and
hence face many barriers that limit their freedom to work. Despite such
difficulties women have been able to make a lot of progress toward their
goals through bravery and determination. The aim of this research is to
determine the obstacles that women face in our society that limits their
abilities to become job and business owners in order to find the
appropriate methods to counteract them. Also this research aims to
encourage women to undertake ventures in different trades and
professions as it is a benefit not only for them and their families but for
the professions and the society as a whole as well. Hence the aim of
this research is to find scientific answers to a number of basic questions.
Questions such as: what are the factors that push women to become job
owners? What are the social and family related obstacles that women
face as job owners? What are the effects of women becoming job

owners on the society and on the women themselves?

The most important aim of this research is understanding the relation
between women job owners and the social obstacles that they



encounter in accordance to social variables such as (age - class -
education - work environment - trade — occupation - services). This is a
qualitative research that uses the method of analyzing case studies. The
interaction with the subjects were made through interviews. The target
group of this research are women job owners living in the city of
Sulaymaniyah. Forty such women were purposely chosen to be the
subjects of the research through a snowball as one subject would
introduce me to the next. Among the most important findings of this
research is that most of the subjects were aged between 25 - 63 years
old and most were married. The kinds of profession that they were in
were (Food industry - internal design - kindergartens and daycares -
management - cafeteria staff - etc.). The majority of them emphasized
that the reasons behind their encouragement to become job owners
were related to their upbringings and the support of their families
especially that of their husbands along with the want for living a worthy
life, certainty of thriving for themselves and their children, and attaining
financial independence. They added that education, certifications, and
expertise eased their way forward
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