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Abstract

Parliament is considered as one of the most crucial official institutions
of any political system based on the embodiment of citizens' participation
in power, the formulation of public policy, and monitoring the
implementation of the laws and administration of the country. Therefore,
proper implementation and performance of duties by parliament is part of
its dignity and influence on public policy. The Kurdistan Parliament is
considered as one of the official sources of power in the Kurdistan Region
and has a strong relationship with the lives of citizens as a political, legal
and social institution. For this reason, it has various duties and
responsibilities for the sake of the public interest, and the aim is to ensure
the rights of citizens in its duties and authority. Because of this, parliament
is considered as a means of relationship between citizens and the ruling
authority. It is a reason that citizens do not consider themselves as an
isolated identity through their representatives in drafting laws and create
public policy of the country. Therefore, having a powerless parliament to
carry out its duties leads to have a weaker role or influence of the
parliament and less trust by the citizens.Therefore, the problem of our
research is the feeling of having obstacles which face the duties of
parliament in the political system of the Kurdistan Region and also it is a
search for: What are the reasons that have hindered the duties and
authorities of the Kurdistan Parliament? What obstacle does have much
impact on the Parliament that stops the Parliament to have its role and
responsibility as the core and center of power in the political system of the
Kurdistan Region? Are the reasons behind having these obstacles
political, legal, social, or administrative?



In terms of what we have mentioned throughout the research, our basic
work during the field research was to show the presence of obstacles in
front of implementing the duties of the Kurdistan Parliament. This is in light
of the notes we have reached on this institution, and the information we
have received through the sources and the data we have received through
the field of our research. We have explained and analyzed the most
important levels of obstacles in the fifth term of the Kurdistan Parliament.

The main objective of this research was to highlight the reasons behind
having these obstacles to the duties of the Kurdistan Parliament, and due
to these obstacles, Parliament has failed to adequately protect citizens'
rights and meet their needs and demands by making laws. On the other
hand, it is an assessment of the Parliament situation in the political reality
of the Kurdistan Region. It also shows the level of awareness and
consciousness of parliamentarians for noticing these obstacles to the work
and duties of the Kurdistan Parliament.

This research is a field study, quantitative and descriptive, using
social survey method, and using this type of research was to find out the
information that was needed to understand the problems, the causes of
the obstacles, and analyzing the reason behind them. During conducting
this research, we benefited from the comprehensive social survey method,
and we used a self-report questionnaire to collect data and information
and distributed it to all the fifth-term parliamentarians, it has been carried
out in order to reveal and find the most obstacles to the duties of the
Kurdistan parliament in the Kurdistan Region's political system.

Although the Kurdistan Parliament has tried to play a key role in its
responsibilities, its level of responsibility has not been sufficient and has



not been at the level of representation of the citizens. It has created a
situation where parliament is unable to carry out its duties adequately
according to its power. This is due to many political obstacles (such as the
complexity of the political system and its diversity), legal obstacles (such
as the absence of a permanent constitution), self-and-administrative
obstacles (such as the internal procedure of Parliament), and social
obstacles (such as the lack of social justice), and not having sufficient
awareness by the community and citizens towards the duties of the
Parliament and the weakness of Parliamentary experience by the
members of parliament themselves). The shortcomings and distortions of
the political awareness of the citizens has been used, the society has been
seen as a tool for having a war of interests, which has affected

parliamentary duties negatively.

In general, during our research, we have come to some conclusions:
Although the Parliament of Kurdistan has passed several laws in this term,
the laws they have passed are low-quality and full of legal gaps, so most
of them have not yet been implemented and are being asked for making
amendments before their implementation, and parliament has taken no
steps towards these shortcomings. On the other hand, although Parliament
has conducted monitoring work on the government and has asked dozens
of questions to the executive authorities, the KRG has not answered all the
questions of the parliamentarians, yet there are no available official
statistics on the number of questions which were asked and answered. At
the same time, Parliament has conducted minimal questioning and

investigation upon the KRG's work.



As a result, the duty of monitoring by Parliament has never led to
dismiss any ministers or officials in this round, even the executive authority
does not listen to its invitations and demands. The Kurdistan Parliament is
disrespected by the executive authority. This disregard is reflected in the
non-implementation of laws and decisions. In the fateful issues, Parliament
doesn’t have an important role, and political parties will never return to this
prestigious institution for discussing the issues. On the other hand, at the
age of this term, the region's budget project has not been sent to
Parliament, It means the budget has not been approved. In addition, the
parliamentary presidency has committed the most legal violations and not
following the procedures during the sessions and the daily work relating to

the Parliament, this is why most parliamentary meetings have been tense.

So how effective has the Kurdistan Parliament been to play a key
role in stabilizing public interests and encountering all the obstacles that
have become part of the distortion of life (political, legal, economic, social)
created chaos in political, legal, economic, and social life which,
consequently, lowering the dignity of the Kurdistan Parliament? In the end,
the Kurdistan Parliament practically needs change, reform and progress in
all its various fields in order to be the first reference to power in the
Kurdistan Region. Establishing the sovereignty of law, creating a balance
between the authorities, institutionalizing the region's official institutions
and respecting them and giving them roles, will be a strong factor to let the
Kurdistan Parliament to have active and effective power in the political
area of the Kurdistan Region.






