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" After Adam and his wife sinned, and the serpent had

intercourse with Eve and injected filth into her, Eve bore

Cain .(Zohar Pekudei: Chapter 21 text 203)
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" This connection between the warring djinn and
Kurdish folklore does not end here, for | found that
among the legends of the Kurdish Jews there existed a
most revealing tale. It featured that celebrated Israelite
king Solomon, said to have been the wisest man in the
world The story tells how one day the monarch had



ordered five hundred djinn to find him five hundred of
the most beautiful virgins in the world. They were not
to return until every last one was in their possession.
The djinn had set about their immense task, going to
Europe to seek out these maidens. Finally, after
gathering together the correct number of virgins, the
djinn were about to return to Jerusalem when they
learnt that Solomon had passed away. In a dilemma,
the djinn had to decide on what to do. Should they
return the girls to their rightful homes in Europe, or
should they keep them with them? Because the young
virgins had 'found favor in the eyes of the jinn, the jinn
took them unto themselves as their wives. And they
begot many beautiful children, and those children bore
more children ... And that is the way the nation of the
Kurds came into being.

(From the Ashen of Angels, Andrew Collins, p:365 -
The Folk Literature of the Kurdistani Jews — An
Anthology, Yona Sabar, p. xv, citing Minorsky, p.
1134)
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