<=

auihgll g ais
Qatar National Library

g PDF disay Calal) 13a oLl o3Y 0 YV/VY/) Y il L 2ia 8 iy iSIY) jalaall e

Al Jasl ) e i Y e e SUaYI dalia Jaad) 138 G A g I Al

http://www.qdl.qa/4x »l//archive/81055/vdc_100000000239.0x000166

A s Lginllaa 5 L S5 4lSly s e 4 ) aa g (ol 5 Apilical il slaa Ao A5 STV daial) (g g

" e S Janag) 4 ABkalal) ()l 08 (g Sas )"

2igl) i€ (ge I oy Auald (31 sl 1Ay jull Al
IOR/L/MIL/17/15/46

ESHERL

AV A 4 jalasy)

CSYRIPNIL LS

da gide Ao Sa dad

2SI A )
S

Fa) 8l [ ull
ALY sl
Sl 5 paal)
Sl Ga

Saad) 138 Jsa

Ao sana (e a5 V4V Gulased 3 oail & ol palall 5 ) 55 435 atae | o3 alaall 1aa Jiag
Lo g dihie 4 Ailaiall Jadi |l pall & Alag sl Giad) <l i) ¢ aa Cilalae s e (e 4 5Sa
Amdall Ll jaad) 5 bl Ll prad) 5 Gl 5 o )l e J e ()l alaall 5 (i S
sle aladl (5 siny LS Aalgd) il g ol yudall 5 JiLall 5 3 ) sall 5 Uiyl g 5Ll
Ssina S 3 ddhiall cpiday ) ) ALYl dage A0 S Silaly el il A1 (e 20l
Clban) Cpaaiy 43l Ul 5 4 Sl a5l Zally LY @ld Clasleall e J gacadl
Adaial) (& 48 il @l @l Gula¥) Gl e JSA Suall 4alal) e Al

el datin


http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100000000239.0x000166?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100000000239.0x000166?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

BRITISH
Avyan

(T3 €/Y) [mlal] (i S o g) 3 Allaiall (3 ad) (8 (5 Sus A"

i ke fa Sa ) L) G IOR/LMIL/7/15/46 zga
http://www.qdl.qalis »J/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000002 sl sk i e (o sl



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

BRITISH
Avyan

(T E/Y) [AR] "(Ohima S bag) 4 ABlalall (3) pd) (o o Sus y "

i ke fa Sa ) L) G IOR/LMIL/7/15/46 zga
Varchive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000003 s il 5k 1% e (e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

(€)%Y) [odea] "(Oiwa S Jamig) & ABhaiall 3l all 8 o Sus A"

BRITISH
Advyan

i gibe e s fad ) L Ga IOR/L/MIL/A7/15/46 san el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000004 :dsai )il jhad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000004?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

uilooll o asiso
Qatar National Library

(FAE/8) [ABa] "(Okiawd S Jaag) & Abhaiall (3 Al 8 (g Sy "

BRITISH
Avyan

Aa gide da Sa dad ) 1l G JOR/L/IMIL/7/15/46 e 4l
http://www.qdl.ga/4s »V/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000005 i i i 458 te (4 gl



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000005?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

(T3 €/0) [Lull] "(Oima S Jamg) & ABhaiall 3l all 8 g Sus A"

BRITISH
Avyan

Aa giae de s diad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/T7/15/46 e <l
http://www.qdl.qa/4x ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000006 :4xd il ki dg8a e (ya el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

uilooll b asisio
Qatar National Library

(Y9 £/7) [O] "(Ciud S Jag) & Alhalall 3 all 08 (g Sy "

BRITISH
Avyan

Aa gide da Sa dad ) 1l G JOR/L/IMIL/7/15/46 e 4l
http://www.qdl.qa/4x »»V/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000007 :Azed il ki 4 e (a ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

S

ayilagllhad diisa
Qatar National Library

BRITISH
Avyan

(T3 €/V) [ AR abal] (LS Jag) 4 ABhaiall (3 al) (o g Sus &

s e e Sa And ) L Ga [OR/L/MIL/A7/15/46 e 4l
Varchive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000008 i ) kb iia e i 2!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

S

auilhgll jhd dyisa
Qatar National Library

BRITISH
Avyan

(FAEIA) [57] "(cliend S Janag) & ARkaial) | (3) ) 8 (g jSuus A"

s e e Sa And ) L Ga [OR/L/MIL/A7/15/46 e 4l
Varchive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000009 s ) kb iia le a2



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

S

auilhgll jhd dyisa
Qatar National Library

BRITISH
Avyan

(FRE/3) [BY] (Ol S Jag) & ABhaial) 3l 08 g Sy A"

s e e Sa And ) L Ga [OR/L/MIL/A7/15/46 e 4l
Varchive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00000a s ) kb i le i 2!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

(P3E/Y4) [9%] (M S bag) 4 ABhalall |, (3) ad) (o (5 Sus "

C.D. 63.
Copy No. 52 o

CONFIDENTIAL.

Attention is directed to fhe penalties attached to any
infringement of the Official Secrets Acts.

MILITARY REPORT

ON

'TRAQ

(Area 9)

CENTRAL KURDISTAN.

Promulgated for the information and guidance of all concerned.

By Command of the Air Council.

W/NRLJ’LW\

AIR MINISTRY,
Issued August, 1929.
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MILITARY REPORT ON °‘IRAQ.

Area |.—Northern Jazirah .. Rakka on the Euphrates to Mosul on the

(Published.) Tigris (both exclusive),

Area 2—Euphrates .. -+« Rakka to Fallujah (both inclusive).
(Published.)

Area 3.—Tigris A .. Mosul (inclusive) to Baghdad (exclusive).
{In preparation.)

Area 4.—Euphrates .. .. Fallujah (exclusive) to Darraji (inclusive).
(In preparation.)

Area 5.—Tigris ; .. Baghdad to Kut-al-Amarah (both in-
(In preparation.) clusive) with Lower Divalah and Upper

Shatt-al-Hai.

Area 6.—Euphrates .. .. Darraji to Qumah and Gurmat Ali (all

(Published.) exclusive) and Shatt-al-Hai down-

stream of Kut-al-Hai (exclusive), with
Shatt-al-Arab right bank downstream
of Persian frontier.

Area 7.—Tigris o «o  Kut-al-Amarah (exclusive) to Qurnah
(Published.) (inclusive) with Shatt-al-Arab. Qumah
to the Persian frontier.

Area 8.—Western Kurdistan.. That part of Kurdistan west of line
(Published). Jazirat-ibn-Omar, Sairt and Bitlis.

Avea 9.—Central Kurdistan,
(Published.)

Area 10—Southern Kurdistan. The Liwas of Arbil, Sulaimani, Kirkuk
(Published,) and part of Divalah,

Key map of areas in pocket.

(C18145) Pk.3058 8/20 800 Hw. (Gp 1) B2
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UENTRAL EURDISTAN
(Area 9).

BOUNDARIES.

North—The northern boundary of Central Kurdistan runs from the
Batman-Tigris junction along the Batman River prolongated via
Bitlis to Surp on Lake Van, thence along the southern shore of that
lake to Van, from where it follows the line Khoshab-Kiratu tn the
Turco-Persian frontier,

Last—The eastern boundary follows the Turco-Persian frofitier in a
southerly direction to where it is cut by the Barasgird River.

South—The southern boundary is formed by the Barasgird River and the
Greater Zab between the Barasgird-Zab junction and the Tigris,

West.—The western boundary follows the left bank of the Tigris between
the Greater Zab and the Batman River.
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PREFACE.

This report replaces the provisional edition of Military Report
on Mesopotamia (Area 9), Central Kurdistan, which was published
by the Government Monotype Press at Simla in 1920,

The major part of the area covered by this report lies within

:‘: the Turkish Empire. Since the outbreak of the Great War very

that few Europeans have been permitted to visit any part of Turkish
the Central Kurdistan, and they are still prevented from doing so.

In view of this fact and the mass of other restrictions, which

L2 the Turks have designed in recent years to prevent the acquisition

of information normally available in other countries, it will be

i appreciated that much of the subject matter relating to Turkish

Central Kurdistan will inevitably be sketchy, and in some cases
out of date, Naturally, however, every endeavour has been
made to supply detailed and up to date information in this respect.

The maps quoted throughout this report are varied, but the
best available for any particular district. North of the Turco-
*Traq frontier practically no post-war survey has been done, and
the maps, in many cases mere compilation of indifferent material,
are therefore inaccurate. The series used in this volume are—

Indian Degree Sheets (1’ = 4 miles), ¢.g., 1D Rowanduz.

War Office Degree Sheets (1”7 = 3-95 ‘miles), e.g., J.38/M
Jazirat-ibn-Omar.

Maunsell’s Sheets (1* = 3:95 miles), .g., Maunsell No. 26.

'Iraq Survey Sheets (1" = 2rmla;), e.g., No. 137/K[S.W.
and S.E.

It will be appreciated if any errors and omissions will be freely
notified to the Air Ministry, Adastral House, Kingsway, London.

AIR STAFF (INTELLIGENCE),
Britisa Forces 1N "IRAQ.

January, 1929,

(C 16145) B3
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CHAPTER 1

HISTORY.

General.

Towards the middle of the 19th century the Ottoman Govern-
ment began a serious attempt to establish its rule over the Kurds,
the most independent as well as the most turbulent element of
the empire. The Turks rightly diagnosed the root of the difficulty
to be the power of the tribal chieftains, who combined a ruthless
mediaeval authority with a plentiful supply of rifles. The Turks
proceeded to deal with them after Turkish fashion, using one to
undermine the power of his neighbours, laying stealthy hands on
another, subsidising a third till his power waxed and called for
correction. In this manner they scattered over the empire the
Baban family of Sulaimani in southern Kurdistan, while in the
north they brought the Badr Khans of Jazirat-ibn-Omar to
Constantinople, subjected Abdul Qadir, the head of the ruling
house of Shemsdinan, to intermittent exile, favoured Ibrahim
Pasha, of the Milli, east of Aleppo, and then encouraged his rivals
to fall upon him and destroy him. A systematic attempt to
exterminate the Armenians, begun in Abdul Hamid's time and
continued by the Committee of Union and Progress, added
official persecution to the other forms of disorder which wracked
Anatolia. The Kurds were used as agents of destruction. The
war brought the Armenian policy to a climax. The massacres
of 1896 and 1909 were not comparable to the slaughter carried out
with the tacit encouragement of the Germans in 1915 and the
succeeding years. The Kurds inherited the villages and lands
of the dead Armienians, but they did not go entirely unpunished.
Armenian refugees and Armenians of the Russian Caucasus
joined the Russian army, and they took occasion to retaliate on
the Kurds, doing as they had been done by. The Kurds affirm
that their losses were 400,000 as against a million or more
Armenians, At Rowanduz in 1916 the Russian and Armenian
forces, when they retreated, left the town and district a desolation
from which it has never recovered.

The Turkish Nestorians, or, as they prefer to be called,
Assyrians, had not been comprehensively massacred, but a neigh-
bouring Kurdish Agha, Simko, chief of the Shikak tribe, murdered
their Patriarch in 1916. In revenge they attacked him, and,
when too hard pressed, migrated in a body and joined their
co-religionists in the Urumieh plain, where they put up a stout
resistance to the Turks and Kurds until 1918, when the whole
community—men, women, children, and cattle and such household
goods as they could carry—abandoned the position and marched
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to Hamadan. Here they were taken in hand by the British
authorities and sent on to Baqubah, where a refugee camp was
prepared for them.

On the victory of the Allies in 1918 there were thus two distinct
problems to be considered in eonnection with the Christians, both
concerned almost solely with Central and Northern Kurdistan :
firstly, what reparation could be made to the Armeniaqs: and,
secondly, what measures could be taken to repatriate the
Assyrians. The Armenians embarrassed the issue of the first
question by talking openly of their high hopes for the formation
of an Armenian state comprising an area variously defined, but
not infrequently including the six Anatolian Vilayets in which
Armenians are or were, previous to 1915, to be found, viz., Sivas,
Erzerum, Kharput, Diarbekr, Bitlis and Van. The Kurds, who
are in overwhelming majority in these districts, took alarm, and
the strong nationalist sentiments which already existed among
them were enhanced by the fear that the Western Powers con-
templated putting them under the yoke of the despised Armenians.
This fear made Kurdistan a favourable theatre for Turkish
propaganda, and during the long and disastrous delay which
occurred between the armistice and the conclusion of peace with
Turkey, the latter had full opportunity to exploit the advantage
offered by local conditions. SarY Taariis i i seitl

Thus in our dealinigs with the Kurds we found gradually
arrayed against us a series of formidable prejudices, pan-Tslamism
stirred from Constantinople, racial pride, cupidity, and the
arrogance of the Kurdish Agha, who feared the possibility of a
strong European control far more than He fearéd the Turks.

1919 —Pro-Turkish and anti-Christian Propaganda—Rising of
the Goyan Tribe—Disorders at Amadia and Agra.

In the north-western corner of the Mosul Vilayet pro-Turkish
and anti-Christian intrigue began to meet with considerable
success ; the position of the Christian villages between Zakho
and, Jazirat-ibn-Omar became one of considerable danger, while
in some cases anti-Christian disturbances actually took place.
On 19th March letters were intercepted from Abdul Rahman Agha,
chief of the Shernakh Kurds, north-east of Jazirat-ibn-Omar,
urging the expulsion of foreigners, and stating that the movement
had the support of the Turkish Government, whose efforts were
being seconded by individuals and committees in Constantinople
and Cairo, working for an independent Kurdish state.

The local centres of the evil were Jazirat-ibn-Omar and
Shernakh, both of which have been noted for anti-Christian
feeling in the past, and were conveniently placed for any movement
supported by the Turks. The actual instruments were the
Goyan, an unruly and turbulent tribe, situated for the most part
just outside our administrative area, to the north of Zakho,
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During the first week in April, Captain Pearson, Assistant Political |
Officer, Zakho, proceeded on a visit to this tribe to restore order

and to make arrangements for the safety of the Christians in the

future. While actually in the company of certain of the Goyan

chiefs he was treacherously ambushed and murdered on the

march under circumstances which left little doubt as to the

complicity of his companions.

-3

Although the necessity for drastic and immediate action was
apparent, military operations were precluded by the difficulties
of the country, the lack of supplies, and the fact that the Goyan
habitat was beyond our administrative frontier. The incident
was interpreted as a test of the vigour of the British Government,
and our failure to mete out condign punishment on the tribe
involved soon resulted in the spread of unrest, the attack on a
gendarmerie post, and the ambushing of a military convoy. The
Goyan and other tribes of the neighbourhood began to assume
a defiant attitude. That the tribes recognised our military dis-
abilifies was demonstrated by the Amadia and Aqra risings in
July and November.

It was the desire of the British authorities to provide for the
repatriation of the Assyrian refugees to their homes in the
mountains. The nearest and most convepient approach lay
through Amadia, and with this end in view, Eﬂtish administration
had been extended in that direction. In January, 1919, a
detachment of troops was placed near Amadia, and an Assistant
Political Officer was appointed in the following March. The
Kurds were treated with great liberality as regards agricultural
advances, and no distinction was drawn between them and the
Christians.  The establishment of order and the basis of
administration brought the A.P.O. into collision with Kurdish
chiefs, who saw their independence threatened. British adminis-
tration was not distasteful so long as it was confined to the
distribution of advances and grants, but when it took the direction
of collecting taxes and curbing the lawless tyranny of the Aghas
it appeared in a different Tight. Tt was also common knowledge
that we contemplated repatriating the Assyrians, and the
Christians of Amadia did not fail to draw the attention of the
Moslems to their belief that their day had dawned at last. There
were outside influences ready to exaggerate talk of this nature.

i Owing to the postponement of the repatriation scheme the
E troops were withdrawn in June to the Suwara Toka Pass, 18 miles
& west of Amadia. This left the A.P.O,, Captain Willey, alone in

the town, with Lieutenant MacDonald and Sergeant Troop in
i charge of the Kurdish levies. The malcontents saw their
in opportunity, and during the night of the 15th July the leaders
it of the town factions, with the tacit connivance of the tribes,
be enlisted the services of the local gendarmerie, and murdered the
it
i,
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whole party. The outbreak was a demonstration against British
authority and definitely ~anti-Christian in character. The
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Christian villages of the Amadia district were systematically
raided, and crops and sheep were everywhere destroyed and
lifted. The Goyan, who were responsible for the murder of
Captain Pearson, and the Guli took part in the rising with the
Barwari tribes of Amadia, but when the British punitive column
approached the town, the murderers fled to Goyan territory. Our
troops drove the Upper Barwari tribes from the mountains north
of the town, and then turned their attention to the Guli and the
Goyan. 1

Operations were concluded in September, and though the v
tribesmen had eluded us in the mountains, we had succeeded in i
inspiring them with a wholesome fear and a conviction that the
rising had been a mistake, and that they had been beaten on their
own ground. By October all sections, and, with a few exceptions,
all the leading offenders, had tendered their submission. They
were dealt with leniently, the punishment meted out by the
troops having been sufficient. Having appointed our own
nominees to Amadia and Barwari, and having provided them
with means to maintain their position, the troops withdrew in
December to Dohuk, half-way between Mosul and Amadia.

The border then remained superficially quiet, but it was
evident that underlying this attitude there was a general spirit
of unrest. -

In October, Mr. Bill, I.C.S,, who had succeeded Colonel
Leachman as Political Officer, Mosul, proceeded on a tour of the
Agra district, to which an Assistant Political Officer had been
appointed soon after the armistice.

The mountains north of Aqra are the home of the Zibar

Kurds, while on the left bank of the Greater Zab are the territories :

of the Shaikh of Barzan. The latter and Faris Agha, the chief g

of the Zibaris, are mutually hostile on account of assistance given F

| to the Turks by Faris to capture Shaikh Abdul Salim, the i
| predecessor of the present Shaikh Ahmad. Abdul Salim was :
| afterwards hanged in Mosul. 4 E

The attempt to hold the balance between these two resulted
in the hostility of both to government, and they provided
a fertile field for Turkish propaganda, skilfully worked by
Haider Bey, an ex-Governor of Van. By his agency the quarrel
between Zibar and Barzan was temporarily laid aside. "

On his arrival in Agra, Mr. Bill was obliged to levy a fine on
Faris Agha for having sniped at our gendarmes. Another Zibar ‘

B o RS 3g e =2 "H 2
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. chief, Babekr Agha, who was on friendly terms with Shaikh Ahmad
! of Barzan, was also implicated. These two malcontents, enraged
at being so summarily dealt with, communicated with Shaikh
, Ahmad, who sent his younger brother and 20 men to the assistance
. of the Zibaris. These, with Faris Agha and Babekr Agha, '
_ altogether about 100 men, ambushed Mr. Bill and Captain Scott
near Bira Kapra in November, 1919, and shot them.

‘ _J

-

88 8 &

BRITISH
Avyan

Ye A b e Sa s, 1 G OR/LMIL/AT7/15/46 15
http://www.qdl.qalis </archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00001 s i ki ida e e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00001a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

(FE/Y7) [99 V] "(Owd S Janug) & ABRaial) (30 ad) o (5 S g A"

17

B

Agra was then attacked and looted, but the tribesmen |
quarrelled over the loot, and the Barzanis returned home. Offers
of assistance having been received from a number of neighbouring
tribes, the A.P.O. from Batas entered Aqra on the 9th November,
to be well received by the townspeople, who were not a party to
the activities of the Zibar chiefs.

-
f_ R

A punitive column was then sent to the valley of the Greater
Zab. The villagers, who stood in great fear of their Aghas,
flew white flags, and appeared to welcome the protection of the
troops. The houses of the Zibar chieftains were destroyed, after
which the column crossed the Zab and dealt with Barzan. The
rebels were unable to rouse the tribes, largely owing to the loyalty
of Qadir Agha of Shush, who, although belonging to the Zibar
tribe, had severed his connection with it. Faris Agha and
Babekr Agha of Zibar, Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan and his brother
escaped to the mountains and were outlawed. The Amadia tribes
remained quiet, and Saiyid Taha of Shemsdinan refused to listen
to the suggestion of the Turkish Qaimaqam of Neri, that he and
Sutu Agha of Oramar should send assistance to the rebels,

On the conclusion of operations, the administrative frontier
i was drawn in to Aqra, and no attempt was made to hold the
country between that town and the Zab. By the end of the year,
therefore, we had withdrawn our control from the mountains of
Kurdistan. From Rowanduz the outpost of Government had
been withdrawn to Batas ; thence the line ran to Agra and Dohuk,
leaving Amadia and Zibar outside the zone.

The year was not to close without further trouble, for scarcely
a month later Shaikh Ubaidullah of the Surchi, a tribe living
in the immediate neighbourhood of Aqra, began intriguing with
Faris Agha and Shaikh Ahmad for a reduplication of the former
coup. Aeroplane action against the Zibar in January, 1920,
compelled the retirement of Faris Agha to his own lands, but
Shaikh Ubaidullah remained obdurate and refused to come in
to the political authorities.

- =B IRYIEFEEF EBFEFEe

[EEE—

1920.—Attack on Agra—Revolt of the Surchi—Assyrian Repatria-
tion—The Treaty of Sévres and Rise of Turkish Nationalism,

A state of veiled hostility prevailed during February and
March, during which time the tribes were known to have received
inflammatory propaganda from the Turks, who allowed no
opportunities to pass of inciting them against us.

In April a military convoy was ambushed by the Surchi on
its way to Agra, and a few days later they attacked the town itself,
which put up a spirited and successful defence. A punitive
column was immediately despatched, and the enemy strongholds
at Bujil, Kalati, and Susnawa were destroyed. The Surchi leaders
thereupon retired into Zibari country.

Pt
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During the next four months comparative peace prevailed | i
except for occasional raids by Surchi and Zibari tribesmen. i J
A small column proceeded through their country, bringing tran- x
quility into the neighbourhood until an outbreak occurred at &
Rowanduz, following upon an attack on the Political Officer, B
Arbil, in the Rowanduz gorge. Nuri Bawil, the assailant, took il
refuge among the Agra Surchi, and from there enginecred the &
rising, which resulted in the evacuation of Rowanduz and Batas.
Most of the Shaikhs of the Agra Surchi joined the Dasht-i-Harir
sections, who had also the support of the Khushnao. At one time
Arbil was threatened with investment, but the despatch of columns
from Mosul and Kirkuk averted the danger. The bulk of the
Surchi then crossed the Zab, and proceeded to attack the Assyrian
camp at Jujar, only to be beaten off and driven across the Zab

again,

At the end of the year the Surchi Shaikhs, with the exception
of Shaikh Ubaidullah, having rejected the offer of peace, departed
to outlawry in the mountains,

A conference was held in March to consider the question of
the repatriation of the Assyrian refugees, who were then at
Baqubah. A suggestion for settling five to ten thousand of these
people in the Mosul area was rejected, and a repatriation scheme,
put forward by Agha Petros, was adopted. The essence of the
scheme was that by arming eight thousand of the men, it would be
possible to push through to Neri, Diza and Ushnu, and, after
strong garrisons had been established there, to bring up the
women and children and push through to Urumieh and other
parts of Kurdistan, which they had formerly occupied. The
mountaineers, Tiari and Tkhuma, etc., who were the fighting
men of the people, were to accompany this movement, and, having
installed their compatriots, were to make their way back westwards
to their own parts of the country.

o B BN S 5 Be

2=

' The route chosen was via Agra, and it was hoped it should
begin by June. Agha Petros laid stress on the friendly relations
existing between him personally and most of the Kurdish chiefs
affected, and agreed that the success of the project depended on

Z amicable relations being established between the Assyrians and

| the Kurds, In view of the behaviour of the Tiari battalion, and

' more particularly its deserters, in the Amadia area in the operations
of the previous year, apprehensions as to their possible behaviour
were put forward, but Agha Petros was convinced of his ability
to hold them.

The move up from Baqubah to Mosul was begun very shortly
afterwards, and by the beginning of May a very large number
were established at a camp at Mindan, on the Khazir river, about
half-way between Mosul and Agra.

~During the summer there were indications that the moun-
taineers had no wish to proceed to Urumieh, but were likely,
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on reachipg the Zab valley, to break north and make their way
up that river to Amadia.

Owing to the cutting of the line during the May and June
disturbances, the arrival of the remainder of the Assyrians from
Baqubah wds very much delayed. They did not reich Mindan
till October, and, in spite of the lateness of the season, it was
decided to send the armed men forward early in November.

Meanwhile the prospect of repatriation had been exercising
the minds of the Kurds. For a while it seemed as if Simko, of
the Shikak tribe, were trying to arrange a tribal conference to
oppose the movement, but apparently wiser councils prevailed.

. Agha Petros had written to most of the Aghas assuring them of
his peaceful intentions ; but most of them, while reciprocating
his sentiment, were sceptical, not of the wishes of the Government,
but of the will of the mountaineers to abide by them.

[ The event justified their doubts. The forward move was made

on 22nd October. No opposition was encountered until they
reached the Zab, the crossing of which was opposed by the Zibari
Aghas and Shaikh Ahmad, but effected with only slight loss.
Barzan was occupied and destroyed, and the force moved north
in pursuit of Faris Agha, who was making for Oramar via Narwa
and Raikan. Although the Aghas of these two districts were
perfectly ready to assist Agha Petros in attacking Faris, the
Tiari and Tkhuma immediately started looting and burning.
Having destroyed 21 villages in Narwa and Raikan they definitely
broke away from the repatriation movement and passed into Chal,
where they held the Aghas to ransom and destroyed more villages.
They then tried and were successful in crossing the Zab into
Barwari Bala. Rashid Beg was able to prevent them getting
far from the river, but more damage was done, and they passed
by Amadia into the Supna country. The A.P.O., Dohuk, went
to Amadia, to find that the majority of the Assyrians had made
their way back to the Zab, from where they found their way to
Aqgra. Meanwhile, the main body, deprived of the essential
support of the mountaineers, unable to abtain supplies owing to
their depredations, and in great distress owing to the heavy rains
which set in, found themselves unable to go forward, and,
re-crossing the Zab with difficulty, returned to Aqra and Mindan.

The enterprise had failed. The choice of the difficult Aqra
road rather than the comparatively easy one to Urumieh via
Rowanduz was unfortunate ; the lack of any arrangements for
getting up supplies from this country was also a weak spot in
Agha Petros's scheme, which apparently depended on his force
being able to live on the country. It is clear, however, that the
main cause of the failure was the fanatical spirit of vengeance
it shown by the people themselves, At Russian instigation they

ravaged the country in 1917, and the repetition of their perform-
ance did much to discredit future protestations made by them or
& the British Government on their behalf,
¥
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" The Treaty of Sévres, which, amongst other stipulations,
delimited the frontiers between Turkey and 'Iraq, was signed in
1920. It was immediately repudiated by Mustafa Kemal, at
that time a Turkish General, whose activities were beyond the
control of the Government in Constantinople and who stood for
Turkish interests in Asia Minor against all comers. A League of
Eastern Anatolia had been formed under his auspices in defence
of Ottoman rights, its leading principle being the integrity of
Turkey, with the corollary that no Greek or Armenian State
should be established within its limits. A meeting of the League
was held at Erzerum in August, but subsequently Sivas was chosen
as the headquarters of the nationalist committee. Its influence
was sufficient to bring about the resignation in October of Damad
Farid’'s government, which it decried as non-national. .

During the succeeding years the Nationalist Party achieved
a remarkable revival in military and political strength. The
provinces of Cilicia and Adalia were recovered from France and
Italy and the Greek armies were driven into the sea. Asia Minor
was completely cleared of any foreign Power.

Having achieved so much, Mustafa Kemal felt able to reopen
the question of the other lost province of Mosul. He undoubtedly
believed that the methods which had been so successful in
Cilicia and elsewhere could be applied with equal success against
Britain. rT T e

Their chief weapon was propaganda, and this, backed up by
concentrations of troops on the northern frontiers, trade embargoes,
frontier blockades, and encouragement of sedition and revolt
among the Kurdish tribes in Central and Southern Kurdistan,
was utilised to instil a want of confidence in the 'Iraq Government,
and to prepare the way for the recovery of the Mosul Vilayet.
Most of the troubles which now arose in Central Kurdistan had
their origin in Turkish propaganda. Arms were distributed among |

! the tribes, whilst on the north-eastern frontier, taking advantage

of a rebellion which they had engineered, the Turks occupied the
disaiifected area, and used it as a base for further incitement to
Tevolt.

e et SO ST B EE M
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1921.—Situation across the Fromtier and in Anatolia—Occupation
l of Rowanduz by a Turkish Force.

During this time the Turks had been engaged in prosecuting
the war against the Greeks in Anatolia ; and, owing to strained
relations with the French on their Syrian frontier, had few troops
on our northern boundaries. Although theoretically a state of
armistice prevailed, they were to all intents and purposes hostile.
Their chief weapon was propaganda, which they spread through
the cities and tribes of 'Iraq, and among the frontier peoples,
inciting them to revolt and to raids on convoys to hinder trade.

The Turks were also occupied by considerable troubles of their |
own on the frontier. The subjugation of the Haverki was

———
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attempted in January, and in October they were obliged to |
undertake operations against the Shernakh. The fighting which )
followed was indecisive, but eventually the Shernakh were forced
to come to terms owing to lack of ammunition with which to
continue the struggle. By the reduction of this tribe, the Turks
ed their hold on the country ; and, by the conclusion
of a treaty with the French on the Syrian frontier in November,
were enabled to move troops eastwards. Kurdish nationalist
hopes, of which there had been some slight indications, were
thereby held in check.

In May a Turkish officer and a few men arrived on the eastern
and north-eastern frontier and proceeded to Rowanduz, which
had been evacuated owing to the Surchi rising in the previous
year. Faris Agha of the Zibar was summoned to Van and given
several loads of ammunition, with a promise of Turkish support
if he would raise the tribes against us.

The presence in Rowanduz of this Turkish force, which, as
time went on, was considerably increased, served as a focus for
all anti-Government elements, and apprehensions were entertained
for the safety of Aqra. Despite this threat, however, and the
continued rebellion of Shaikh Ubaidullah in the Dasht-i-Harir,
against whom air action was taken, the situation round Agra
remained quiet, owing to the fact that the Surchi there were
not co-operating with the other sections of the tribe. In
September, Ubaidullah submitted to the authorities, but, hearing
some rumours that he was about to be imprisoned, he went on the
warpath again, and attacked a levy and police post the following
December. It was not until some two years later that Shaikh
Ubaidullah finally surrendered.

L I O N I S = 2

1922 —Turkish Military Preparations—Aitack on Amadia by
Barzan and Zibar Tribesmen—Repatriation of the Assyrians—
Return of the Amadia Notables,

In the spring of 1922, Turkish troops were brought eastwards
to strengthen the forces at Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and a number of
outposts were established along the line of the Hazil river in
close proximity to the town of Zakho. At the same time, great
efforts were made to placate and obtain the good will of the tribes
of the neighbourhood. In the Dohuk area the inhabitants were

_ little affected by the presence of the Turks at Jazirat-ibn-Omar,
' but the townspeople of Zakho had the liveliest fears of an
i imminent attack. A violent anti-British and anti-Sherifian
propaganda was disseminated throughout the frontier, and was
especially strong in the direction of Amadia and Aqra. This

| propaganda took the form of pamphlets bearing the seal of the
| Pan-Islamic Society of Angora.

; In the early months of the year, when the outcome of the
E war between Greece and Turkey was still a matter of doubt, this
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| propaganda did not have much result, but when final victory
' remained with the Turks the whole of Central Kurdistan became
restless and disquieted. On the 9th September the Turks had
occupied Smyrna, and a few weeks later Amadia was attacked by
a body of Barzan, Mazuri, Shirwan, and Zibar tribesmen, who had
been assisted into the town by the connivance of Haji Abdul Le.tlf,
a disgruntled ex-Mudir. The Qaimmagam succeeded in main-
taining himself in the Serai whilst assistance from outside was
forthcoming. Some 200 Assyrians, led by the Bishop Mar Sergis,
who happened to be near, immediately proceeded to the rescue

and drove the rebels out of the town. :

Such a disturbance calls for immediate and summary retribu-
tion, as any lack of energy in displaying military strength is
construed as a sign of weakness and results in a large increase in
the rebel strength. 1f a long delay occurs between the actual
incident and the commencement of punitive operations, all the
malcontents and brigands of the surrounding country are attracted
to the rebel chief, who can then put up a greater resistance than
would be the case if he were disposed of at once. Rebel chiefs
on a frontier such as that of Central Kurdistan are also very
open to external influences. Their sedition is encouraged
unfriendly acts from across the frontier, and instant action is
demanded in order to prevent (a) the news of revolt spreading
and (b) to prevent assistance in arms and ammunition reaching
them, '

In the case of the Amadia attack, punitive measures were
undertaken three weeks later against the offending tribes, and
Barzan with a number of Mazuri villages was destroyed.
Co-operation by a column from Aqra was ineffective, and the
Zibar Aghas were able to put up a successful resistance.

During these operations the Turkish commander at Rowanduz,
Euz Demir, was making strenuous efforts to induce the Surchi
to attack Aqra, but the tribesmen were unwilling to act without
military assistance.

Although both these attempts failed, the Turks at Jazirat-ibn-
Omar continued their preparations, and the tribes on that part of
the frontier were much impressed by the restored Turkish prestige.

The repatriation of the Assyrians was a great factor in rendering

innocuous the efforts of the Turks to raise the tribes against us.

In the spring the whole of the Upper and Lower Tiari proceeded

to the mountains, and were joined by the Tkhuma, who réturned

| to their villages east of the Zab. The Turks realised the pro-
| British attitude of the Assyrians, and did their utmost to induce
| the Kurdish tribes to attack them. Having failed in this, they
endeavoured to win them over to their side and invited the
Patriarch and Maliks to visit Euz Demir at Jualmerk. The offer
[ was declined. |

i Haji Abdul Latif, who had fled with the Barzan rebels, was !
allowed to return after the reoccupation of Rowanduz upon ’
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payment of a fine of Rs.10,000 ; and his great enemy and rival, |
Haji Shaban Agha, who had fled to Jazirat after the 1919 rising,

was also given permission to return to Amadia towards the end |
of 1922, |

e e . ]

i 1923.—Operations in Rowanduz Area—Continuation of Turkish |
Preparations on the Jazirah Front—Reduction after Signature ‘
i of the Lausanne Trealy—Submission of the Barzan, Zibar, and

| Surchi Outlaws. |

The spring of 1923 saw the completion of the highly success-
ful operations by military and air formations in the Arbil-
Koi Sanjak-Rowanduz area. As a resnlt of these operations,
culminating in the reoccupation of Rowanduz by Imperial forces,
in April, the Turks were finally expelled from this portion of
'Iraq. Although these operations do not fall topographically
within the sphere of this volume (a fuller description will be found
in Chapter I, M.R. of 'Irag, Area 10), they had a wide and
salutary reaction in Central Kurdistan.

The year 1923 opened with a renewal of propaganda work !
by the Turks throughout Kurdistan, and on the Jazirah front
preparations were made for an offensive against 'Iraq. Great
activity was shown in the movement of troops eastwards and
in the transport of stores for their maintenance ; whilst wholesale
levies of crops and other supplies were made, and a rigorous
frontier blockade was instituted along the Hazil and Khabur
rivers. Precautionary measures to eliminate potential sources
of disorder on lines of communication were undertaken against
the Shernakh tribe, whose chief, Abdul Rahman Agha, was
arrested and deported. Posts were established in areas where
the attitude of the inhabitants was doubtful.

In the beginning of April an important meeting was held at
Sairt, and the chiefs were instructed to do everything possible
to create unrest and disaffection along the frontier., Shaikh
Ahmad al Senussi was reported to be in Diarbekr to give weight
to the work of propaganda,

The nature of the Turkish preparations pointed to an attack
on 'Iraq, although possibly no more was intended than a threat
to back up their diplomacy at Lausanne, where negotiations
were then in progress.

During the Rowanduz operations the Turkish troops on the
Jazirah front remained inactive, and after the signing of the
Lausanne treaty there were indications of the gradual reduction
of their effectives, which in February had amounted to 8,530 rifles,
1,600 sabres and 38 guns.

The situation at Aqra for the early part of the year was most
precarious, owing to encouragement given to rebellious tribes
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! and the presence of the Turks at Rowanduz. The Zibar, Barzan

' and Surchi were almost entirely out of control. At the end of
March Saiyid Taha was sent to Aqra with the object of neutralizing
the Shaikh of Barzan and his adherents. On Saiyid Taha's
invitation, Shaikh Ahmad came into Aqra with a large following,
and was followed by Shaikh Ragqib of the Surchi,who had contrived
that Shaikh Ubaidullah should remain with the Turks. The
preparations for the recovery of Rowanduz were not without
influence on the actions of the rebel chiefs, who were now con-
sidered to have made their submission.

After the capture of Rowanduz, Faris Agha of Zibar was
allowed to come in upon payment of a fine of 40 rifles, and
Shaikh Ubaidullah after payment of 75 rifles.

The Turks, having been driven from 'Iraq territory, established
garrisons at Van, Bashkala, Diza, Julamerk and Shapatan with
the object of bringing unruly subjects under their authority, to
collect revenues and to restore Turkish prestige generally.

Towards the end of the year Major-General Jafar Tayar Pasha
was appointed to the Jazirah Command, and reinforcements were
reported on their way eastwards. It was not known whether
these changes constituted a threat against 'Iraq or were merely
designed to strengthen Turkish control over the Kurdish tribes.

B o= 2 SEEER AR

L

1924, —Affray between Wali of Julamerk and Assyrians—Inroad of
Turkish Troops into ’ Iraq and Occupation of 'Irag Administered
Territory— Reference to and decision of Council of League of
Nations regarding the Fromtier,

Early in January the Turkish forces on the Jazirah front were
reinforced by a cavalry regiment, and the local intelligence officer
took advantage of this addition of strength to increase the
propaganda work among the tribes, in which considerable success
was achieved.

The General Officer Commanding the VIIth Corps, Jafar Tayar

Pasha, visited Nisibin in March and assembled all the tribal

chiefs, whom he exhorted to show their loyalty to the Turks and

| support military operations if the need arose. Organisation of

irregular units of cavalry from the tribes was undertaken, and

in April it was reported that Euz Demir, the former Turkish

Commandant at Rowanduz, had arrived at Mardin to command

these detachments. In May the 1st Cavalry Division arrived at

Jazirat-ibn-Omar from Mardin with General Mursel Pasha in

command. Tt was considered that this last movement was to

demonstrate among the Goyan and other Kurdish tribes to the
east, who were very lukewarm to the Turkish interest,

I S . B = )

Towards the end of June messages were received from the
Assyrians of Lower Tiari and Tkhuma to the efiect that the
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Turkish garrison at Julamerk had received large reinforcements
with the intention of marching against them. Much propaganda
work had been catried out in this area, and the Turks had stated
that they intended to send troops through Assyrian territory for
revenue collection. On the 5th August the Wali of Julamerk
set out with an escort of 40 mounted men to tour the district
bordering the Turko-'Iraq frontier, The Tkhuma section of the
Assyrians were in a state of the greatest alarm regarding his
intentions, and took up a defensive position at Hani, 31 miles
north-east of Amadia. On the approach of the Wali and his
party the Turks opened fire, and a fight ensued, during which the -
Wali was taken prisoner and five of his escort were killed and }
two wounded, The Tkhuma casualties were three killed, On the

11th August the Wali was released with the remainder of his
-escort and permitted to return to Chal after promising that no

retaliation would be offered.

On or about the 1st September, Advance Headquarters of the '
VIIth Corps was moved to Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and most of the |
infantry of the 2nd Division were reported to be marching
eastwards from Sairt. Infantry in considerable strength also |
arrived at Shernakh, |

|

In the beginning of September reports of a concentration of
Turkish regular and irregular troops on the right bank of the
Hazil river, north-west of Zakho, were received. This concentra-
tion was followed by small patrols crossing the river, which forms
the boundary between Turkey and 'Iraq in that sector, and
advancing eastwards into 'Iraq territory. The Turks announced
that the movement was directed against one of their own tribes,
the Goyan, but the announcement was merely intended to conceal
their real intentions. On the 12th September the Qaimmagam
of Jazirat was warned that armed forces crossing into 'Iraq would
be fired upon. Notwithstanding this warning, Turkish forces
were reported to be crossing the Hazil some five miles north-west
of Zakho on the night of the 13th-14th, and on the following
morning an air reconnaissance discovered a body of irregular
troops in the act of fording the river. They were engaged by
the aircraft and forced to retire to the west bank, having suffered
a number of casualties, Another Turkish force was located at
Birkar (six miles north of Zakho), which was also engaged, heavy
casualties being inflicted.

During the following week the passage of Turkish troops, both
regular and irregular, through 'Iraq territory continued, and
was revealed as a part of a scheme of punitive measures against
the Assyrians. In spite of vigorous and sustained aerial opposi-
tion to the transit of these troops, the Turks attained their
objectives, and practically all the repatriated Assyrians of
Tkhuma and Upper and Lower Tiari evacuted their homes and
fled to Amadia.
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f The Turkish operations were conducted by three columns,
composed as follows :—
I1st Column .. .. 1st Cavalry Division (less 11th
Regiment).
2nd Column .. .. 18th Regiment (2 battalions).
2 batteries mountain artillery.
6th Regiment on L. of C. with
H.Q.at Shernakh,

3rd Column .. .. lst. Regiment (2 battalions).
1 battery mountain artillery.
Detachment 6th Frontier Batt.

Line of Communication. 62nd Regiment (2 battalions).

In addition to the above regular troops, each column was
accompanied by tribal contingents.

The first and second columns burned and devastated the villages
in the Ashuta and Lizan valleys, north of Amadia, while the
third marched down the Zab from Julamerk as far as Dorawa.
The whole punitive campaign was commanded by Jafar Tayar
Pasha, who moved his advanced headquarters to Besbin, north-
east of Zakho.

In the beginning of October reliable reports were current of
Turkish reinforcements being en route eastwards for Jazirat-ibn-
Omar and Mardin. TIncreased activity was displayed in intriguing
wijh the 'Iraq tribes, who were told that the Turks intended to
continue their advance to Mosul, It was essential to demonstrate
the intention to defend 'Iraq territory from further inroads, and
steps were accordingly taken to secure Amadia, and thus prevent P
another retirement of the Assyrians, for such a retirement or a |
successful attack on this position would have had a deplorable {
effect on the Mosul population, and would have constituted a
menace to the garrison. This measure also tended to keep the
restless Zibari and other tribes east of Amadia quiet. |

The main body of the Turkish force remained encamped in
the Ashuta valley, their line of communication was still active,
and, as reinforcements arrived at Julamerk, it appeared that
some new objective was contemplated. On the 2nd and
3rd October Ashuta was heavily bombed, and considerable losses
were inflicted on the Turks.

In the meantime the Turkish Government had been warned
that they must revert to the stafus quo at the time of signing the
Lausanne Treaty, which necessitated the evacuation of 'Iraq
territory then occupied by their troops. The Turks replied that
they had no intention of attacking 'Iraq, but intimated that they
intended to maintain their troops in 'Iraq territory up to the
line of the former Mosul Vilayet, which they had reached on the
30th September. They also stated that the Nestorian punitive
expedition had been completed, and that their main forces were
being withdrawn from Assyrian territory.

“—
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The question of the frontier line was referred to the League '
of Nations, and the Turks agreed not to advance southwards
pending the decision. On the 29th October a provisional frontier
between 'Iraq and Turkey was fixed by the Council of the League
of Nations, which constituted the limit not to be transgressed by
the civil and military authorities of either country. By the
19th November all the Turkish troops had been withdrawn
north of the provisional boundary, and in December Jafar Tayar
Pasha was relieved of the command of the VIIth Corps by
Mursel Pasha, the G.O.C., 1st Cavalry Division. |

1925, —Visit of the Frontier Commission of the League of Nations— |
Outbreak of the Kurdish Rebellion—Unrest in the Doski and
Sindi  Tribes—Deportations of Christians from Turkish
Territory—The - Latdoner  Commission—Seitlement of the
Turko-'Irag Frontier.

|
The discussions at Lausanne regarding the frontier between

Turkey and 'Traq did not result in the determination of a frontier ‘

line, and provision was inserted in the Treaty of Peace with

Turkey for (i) the frontier line to be laid down in friendly arrange- ‘

ment between Turkey and Great Britain within nine months ; |

(i) in the event of no agreement being reached within the time,

the dispute to be referred to the Council of the League of Nations ; ‘

(i) the Turkish and British Governments to undertake no

military or other movement pending the decision.

The negotiations between the two Governments, which took
place at Constantinople from 19th May to the 9th June, 1924,
were not successful, and the British Government then asked that
the question should be placed on the agenda of the League.

At its 30th session the Council noted the arguments setting
forth the cases of the two Governments, and on the 30th September,
1924, decided to institute an inquiry on the spot.

The Commission set up under the resolution of 30th September
was composed of M. de Wirsen (Sweden), Count Teleki (Hungary)
and Colonel Paulis (Belgium), who, after an exhaustive inquiry
in the disputed territory from the middle of January to the
middle of March, 1925, submitted its report to the Council at its
meeting on the 3rd September, 1925.

In January, 1925, Turkish troops returned to Goyan territory
and established their headquarters at Karoar with a strong
garrison. Civil officials were also imported, and it appeared that
the Turks were about to take the tribe in hand and enforce their
s authority.

" Rebellion, which had been simmering for a long time, broke
out among the Kurdish tribes in March on a large scale in the
districts west of Mush, and martial law was proclaimed in the
south-eastern vilayets of Mardin, Hakkiari, Bitlis and Van.
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T To trace the origins of this rebellion it is necessary to hark
back to the time of the armistice.

In 1918 the ramifications of the Kurdish question were
unknown, and did not develope until the following year. Kurdish
national aspirations had been put forward by General Sharif Pasha
in Paris ; and in January, 1919, a committee of Kurdlsh_ Inde-
pendence formed in Egypt appealed to us for help in the
establishment of a Kurdish State.

In April, 1919, a British officer, who had proceeded to Nisibin, {
reported that there was an active pro-Turkish party, which was
anti-British, and side by side with it a pan-Kurdish party, the |
aim of which was the complete independence of Kurdistan.
This Kurdish party, at first fairly subservient to the Turkish
Government, became increasingly independent in its attitude.
“The tantalising version of President Wilson's doctrine has
slowly dawned upon them with all its alluring possibilities, and
Turko-Kurds are now convinced that if they shout loud enough,
President Wilson will hear them and allow them to mismanage
Diarbekr by themselves and to continue to fatten on the Christian
property, which they stole during the war, without having to
share the spoil with the Turks™ (Major Noel's report). The
Ottoman Government regarded these clubs with increasing
uneasiness, and finally suppressed them in June, 1919.

As for the other Kurdish leaders, Shaikh Mahmud of Sulaimani
had been eliminated by the failure of his rebellion ; Shaikh Mahmud
of the Milli was a candidate for the hypothetical post of ruler of
a united Kurdistan ; in Constantinople Abdul Qadir of Shemsdinan
was ready to assume the same role, and the claims of the Bedr
Khans, formerly rulers of Bohtan, were no less than his own ;
while at a later date Sharif Pasha in Paris notified his election as
head of a future Kurdish State, though there is no evidence to
show that he was chosen by anyone but himself.

; In September Major Noel, who had carried out the previous
mission to Nisibin, left Aleppo in company with two members of
the Bedr Khan family. He reported that from Aintab to Malatia,
the Kurds, who formed 70 to 80 per cent. of the population,
were strongly imbued with Kurdish nationalist doctrines ; but,

; unlike the Kurds of Diarbekr and Mardin, they were anti-Turk.

Mustafa Kemal's Defence League took alarm at the mission on

the ground that Major Noel was trying to create disturbance by

working for an independent Kurdistan, which should be free from

Ottoman control. Major Noel was then recalled, and the Kurdish

'1 National Society in Constantinople protested against the action

_ of the Turks, and declared it to be an affront to Kurdish honour
and national sentiment. The breach between the Kurdish and
Turkish nationalist parties then became more pronounced, and
Mustafa Kemal's adherents closed all Kurdish clubs in Anatolia,
taking severe measures against all those who were known to
favour Kurdish independence,

——
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In its earlier stages the rebellion did not spread to the tribes ’
on the 'Iraq frontier. The Turkish forces occupying garrisons
bordering the frontier line evacuated their positions, and left for
Jazirat-ibn-Omar and Diarbekr to assist in suppressing the revolt.
On leaving Goyan territory they intimated that Turkey was again
at war with Greece, and took hostages with them as a guarantee
for the good behaviour of the tribe,

The Turks transferred large reinforcements from their western
commands to the VIIth Corps area to deal with the insurgents.
With the agreement of the French authorities in Syria, use was
made of the railway through Syrian territory, and between the
5th and 26th March 576 officers, 22,208 men, 935 horses and
163 camels along with considerable quantities of military stores,
were drafted eastwards.

By the end of March, the 7th Division of the Vth Corps from
Adapa arrived in the Diarbekr area and commenced operations
against the rebels. A second squadron of aeroplanes, in addition
to the one already with the VI ps, arrived at the same time,
possibly from Smyrna.

Shaikh Said, the religious leader of the insurgents, was captured |
in April, and subsequently executed with a number of other .
Kurdish chiefs ; but the rebellion dragged on, and the Turks did |
not meet with the anticipated success in stamping it out. In |
their efforts to collect rifles from the tribes stubborn resistance
was met with in the Kha'iput, Diarbekr, Van and Bitlis areas.

In the middle of April Turkish forces returned to Goyan
country from Sairt and established posts at Zarawak and Gadun.
These were reinforced in May, as apprehensions were entertained
of further outbreaks among the tribes~owing to the escape of
Abdul Rahman Agha of Shernakh from Diarbekr. One battalion
was disposed at Shernakh, Besbin and Harbol; two other
battalions were stationed in Goyan territory, and were used to
garrison posts in the neighbourhood, from which they sent out
parties to collect rifles and levy taxes. In addition to these
troops, another detachment passed through to garrison Beit-esh-
Shabab, while four small posts were also established on the
frontier, north of the Narwa-Raikan area.

A small party of Turkish troops was ambushed by a Goyan
chief, Mirza Alo, while en route from Karoar to Ghlawa. The
Turks then attempted to capture Mirza Alo, but he and a number
of other chiefs with their families escaped to Zakho.

In June, Saiyid Abdul Qadir, the notorious Kurdish nationalist,
was captured and executed in Angara with his son, Saiyid
Muhammad. Saiyid Abdul Qadir did not leave Constantinople
until the outbreak of the revolt. He was said to be one of the
organisers of the rebellion, which was precipitated by Shaikh Said,

the original plans being thereby upset. It seems certain that the

_
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outbreak, when it took place, was premature, and that the plans
of the leaders were not ripe.

The second son of Saiyid Abdul Qadir, Saiyid Abdullah,
succeeded in effecting his escape, took refuge in the Narwa-
Raikan area within the 'Iraq frontier, and, with the assistance
of tribesmen from the Herki and Girdi tribes, caused the Turks
increasing annoyance. On the 24th June he attacked Neri and
Naushehr and demanded the surrender of the garrisons, who gave
up their arms and ammunition to the rebel chiefs. Saiyid
Abdullah then proceeded to invest Shapatan, and was again
successful in obtaining the surrender of the Turkish troops.
A further attack on Turkish forces was made on the 21st July,
four machine guns being captured and severe losses being inflicted.
The Turks then undertook drastic measures to suppress the
revolt, and heavily reinforced the area. Saiyid Abdullah was
forced to flee, and again crossed the frontier into 'Iraq territory.
The Herki were severely punished, no fewer than ten of their
chiefs being executed. The revolt was now practically overcome ;
but disaffection among the Herki and Girdi still prevailed, and
Shapatan was again attacked on the 24th August by a force of
some 300 tribesmen, who, having killed 16 men of the garrison,
took refuge on the 'Iraq side of the frontier.

During and subsequent to the visit of the Mosul Boundary
Commission in March, 1925, considerable Turkish propaganda
work was carried on among the northern tribes of the frontier
areas. The Turks announced that they would be reoccupying
the country soon, and that they would provide the tribes with
men, arms and ammunition if they would rise against the 'Iraq
Government. -Colour to this propaganda was given by the
arrival of reinforcements at Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and considerable

! discontent, and in some cases actual defiance, of Government

f authority resulted. The majority of the Doski became disaffected,
but the situation was eased when one of their chiefs, Safar Agha,
who had proceeded to Jazirat-ibn-Omar to obtain the promised
arms, returned empty-handed. He and two other chiefs, Shafiq
Agha and Reshid Agha, still remained defiant, however, and
refused to report at Dohuk when ordered to do so.

! It was necessary to undertake air operations against Jamil
| Agha of the Sindi tribe, who had alse succumbed to the Turkish
promises and had attacked a police patrol between Shiranis and :
Masis, north-east of Zakho, on the 4th May. Several casualties i
: were inflicted, and the majority of the Sindi submitted with the
| exception of the ringleader, Jamil Agha, who fled across the
frontier to the Turks. The principal men of the Doski came in
shortly afterwards and were imprisoned at Dohuk.

In the middle of July, Jamil Agha displayed renewed activity,
and with a tribal following attacked the village of Pirakh (N.N.E.
of Zakho), which was entered and looted of a quantity of small
arms ammunition. An attack on Shiranis was beaten off, and
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the rebel chief then proceeded to Shernakh to obtain farther
assistance from the Turks, who were actively encouraging raiding
activity.

The chiefs of the Doski, who had meantime been released
whilst still in a recalcitrant mood, immediately recommenced
hostilities by raids on villages south-east of Zakho, and made
overtures to the Turks, in which they met with little success.
Later in the year the outlawed Doski returned to the 'Iraq side
of the frontier, and endeavoured to intimidate the loyal villagers
into returning with them to Turkish territory. The paramount
chief, Said Agha of Germawa (four miles north of Dohuk), who had
remained loyal, with the assistance of a force of police, forced the
rebels to withdraw.

A party of Sindi also carried out a raid in the Pirakh neigh-
bourhood, north of Zakho, but was beaten off by an 'Iraq army
patrol with the loss of one prisoner. |

In June the Turks took vengeance on the Christians and
Kurds in the Goyan district, who had testified to the Frontier |
Commission their desire to be included in "Traq, and a large number |
took refuge in Zakho. Early in September reports were received
of atrocities committed on the Chaldean villages north and south
of the frontier line. The inhabitants were systematically
removed from the frontier, and were transported into the interior,
Many, however, escaped and 1eached Zakho utterly destitute
and with tales of massacre and violence. All their flocks and
stocks of grain were confiscated by the Turkish troops, who
stated that they were preparing for war and that the Christians
could return after the conclusion of hostilities. Many of the
refugee families were settled in villages on the 'Iraq side of the
boundary line and also in districts removed from the frontier.

The British Government made formal complaint and requested
the Council of the League of Nations to send representatives to
the locality of the frontier. The Council decided to send
General F. Laidoner as its representative, and he was appointed
chief of a Commission of inquiry. This Commission arrived at
Mosul on the 30th October, 1925, and proceeded to take evidence
regarding—

(i) The complaint of the Turkish Government that British

aircraft had crossed the Brussels Line.

(ii) The deportation of Christians.

The Commission was not permitted to make any investigation
in the Turkish zone, but had to confine its activity to the territory
south of the provisional frontier.

General Laidoner found the British charges, on behalf of the
Christians, substantiated, and stated that Turkish soldiers, under
the command of officers, occupied all the villages and obtained
delivery of the arms; levied very heavy fines and demanded
women ; pillaged the houses and submitted the inhabitants to
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atrocious aéts of violence, going as far as massacre ; the deporta-
tions were deportations en masse, during which persons fell ill
and were abandoned ; others died of starvation and cold, for,
when leaving their homes, they had to abandon everything.

The final decision relating to the Turko-'Iraq frontier was
adopted by the Council of the League of Nations on the
16th December, 1925, by which (i) all territory south of the
so-called Brussels Line was allocated to 'Iraq; (i) the British
Government was invited to submit to the Council a new treat
with “Iraq ensuring the continuance for 25 years of the mandatory
regime defined by the Treaty of Alliance between Great Britain
and 'Iraq, unless 'Iraq were admitted as a member of the League ©
before the expiration of that period ; (iii) the British Government
was invited to act, as far as possible, in accordance with the
other suggestions of the Commission as regards measures likely
to ensure pacification and to afford equal protection to all elements
of the population; and (iv) the British Government was also
invited to lay before the Council the administrative measures
to be taken with a view to securing for the Kurdish population the
guarantees recommended by the Commission in its final
conclusions,

1926 — Rebellion among the Kurdish Tribes on'the Turko-'Tray
Frontier—Suppression of the Revolt and Punmitive Measures
, —Activity of the Rebel Sindi.

In the beginning of 1926 another insurrection broke out among
the Kurdish tribes in the Diarbekr—Sairt area. The disaffection
was said to be largely due to the new religious and other restrictions
imposed by the Turkish Government. During the last half of
the previous year there had been sporadic risings in the same
districts following upon attempts to disarm the tribes,

The Turks immediately commenced punitive operations and
independent tribunals were set up in Diarbekr and Angora,
with unlimited powers, to deal with the rebel leaders who were
captured. Practically a clean sweep was made of the tribal
chieftains in the Bohtan-Sairt-Shernakh areas. Those who

} were not executed at once were removed to imprisonment in
distant parts of Anatolia. A number escaped into 'Iraq territory,
amongst whom was Naif Beg, who brought nearly all the nomadic
tribe of the Miran with him.

: The disaffection spread to the tribes on the 'Traq frontier.
I The chief of the Haverki, Hajo Agha, attacked and captured the
posts of the 8th Frontier Battalion in the Nisibin area; but,
energetic measures being taken against him, he was forced to
flee into Syrian territory
A general collection of rifles from the frontier tribes was then
undertaken, and in the first week of April the Goyan, ever restless,
rose and attacked the garrisons of Karoar and Segirk. The

——
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B outbreak began by an encounter between the Turkish Mudir of !
Il Goyan and a small party of tribesmen. The Mudir, escorted by

! 20 soldiers, ordered the Goyanis to hand over their rifles. The

tribesmen refused, whereupon the Mudir’s party opened fire and

killed two men. The Goyanis retaliated and disarmed the

Mudir’s escort, killing three of them.

The outbreak then become gemeral throughout the Goyan,
and refugees in great numbers crossed the frontier into 'Iraq
territory for safety. Disaffection was not confined to this district.

In the Bitlis area, tribal forces amounting to some 4,000 rifles,
were in active resistence to the Turks, who had put to death the
" great majority of the religious and tribal leaders in the Van-
Bitlis area. The ranks of the insurgents were added to by the
arrival of contingents from the Geravi and Zhirki sections of the
Artushi Kurds, and through the month of April the rebellion
showed no signs of abating. The town of Deh, south-east of
Sairt, fell into the hands of the rebels, who captured over 600 rifles
and a large quantity of military stores. In the Goyan area -
Karoar had to be evacuated by the Turkish garrison, who '
abandoned everything. On the 19th April, Julamerk was
cTapfgted by the Artushi, but was speedily recaptured by the |
urks.

Although the rebellion was now widespread in the area to |
the north of the 'Iraq frontier, the whole movement lacked
cohesion. There was no co-operation between the various
leaders, each chief acting independently of the other; and,
although Turkish garrisons had been captured, they were invariably
small and in some cases consisted of gendarmes only. The
Shernakh remained neutral, and were not drawn into the rising.
The Turks suffered no defeat on a large scale.

On 28th April the Turks commenced operations against the
rebels. The Goyan tribesmen, who had remained in Turkish
territory, were offered terms of submission if they would hand
over rifles and certain wanted individuals. They refused to
accept, and Turkish aeroplanes then began the destruction of
i villages in the disaffected area. Great energy was displayed in
d suppressing the revolt, and by the end of May it was virtually
E over, The rebellious Artushi chiefs fled into 'Iraq and took
¥
i¢
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refuge near Amadia.

In July about 4,000 persons from the Goyan, who had sought
refuge in 'Iraq, returned to Turkish territory, and were not
molested beyond fines of rifles being levied from the chiefs. The

& Artushi were not so fortunate. On a promise of amnesty they

< were induced to return to their own districts ; but, on arrival, the
s chiefs were arrested and deported to Angora, where they were
9 executed some months later in circumstances which suggested a

treacherous disregard for the sanctity of safe-conduct.
i Meanwhile the rebel Sindi had shown some slight activity.
8 In May a party some 20 strong fired on an 'Iraq army patrol
i .
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and wounded one man. Since the inroads which took place in
1925, the Sindi rebel chief, Jamil Agha, had frequently raided
from the Turkish side of the frontier ; but, following upon a
protest to the Turkish Government, he remained more or less
quiet and gave little trouble. Towards the end of the year
Jamil Agha applied to the 'Traq authorities for terms of sub-
mission, offering to restore all loot captured by his followers
in the Zakho area, In January, 1927, his surrender was accepted,
and Jamil Agha and his followers were disarmed, after which they
were permitted to return to their homes.

1927 —Operations against Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan—Exile of
Ahmad Begok—Kurds in Turkey— Frontier  Delimitation
Commission.

During 1927 the main incident in the 'Traq portion of Central
Kurdistan was created by Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan, who, as
already shown, had been the cause of much unrest in his district
for several years past.

In 1925 the area over which Shaikh Ahmad holds immediate
sway was brought under the nominal administration of the
"Iraq Government. Such as it was, the control was irksome to
a man who had been in the habit of having a free hand in exacting
tribute from his own and neighbouring tribes.

Thus in 1927, in consequence of the indifferent state of affairs
in the Zibar district, it was decided to tighten up the administration
there, and to bring the area more completely under Government
control.

With a man like Shaikh Ahmad it was obvious that at least a
show of force would be a necessary preliminary to the putting
of this policy into practice. Accordingly, combined military
and aerial operations took place, in which two small columns of
Levies occupied Barzan in June, and Shaikh Ahmad and his
followers fled to the neighbouring hills. Thercupon a small
garrison was left at Barzan, and a landing ground prepared near
that place.

As was to be expected, however, the complete subjugation of
Shaikh Ahmad and his follwers was not to be accomplished by a
single effort. He continued to levy taxes on neighbouring tribes,
and to instigate incidents prejudicial to the smooth running of the
Hikrict! = et e

One such incident occurred on 1st September, when his mulla,
Abdul Rahman, was murdered by the Shaikh’s brother in Barzan.
Although Shaikh Ahmad subsequently expressed his willingnese
to assist in settling the case, he did nothing. In consequence ol
his refusal to pay a fine, on which previous agreement had been
reached, a company of Levies was despatched to Barzan. This
company marched through his villages on 18th and 21st October,
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but the Shaikh still refused to pay the fine, or to carry out a
promised meeting with Government representatives. Moreover,
he became distinctly threatening. On 24th October an air
demonstration was made over his headquarters. The following
day he paid the fine.

The only other operational incident in Northern 'Iraq was
complementary to Shaikh Ahmad's affair. Ahmad Begok, a
small Kurdish chief just north of Rowanduz and a devotee of
Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan, refused to acknowledge Government.,
In consequence a small party of Levies from Diana, accompanied
by irregular police, set out for his village on 7th December in
order to arrest him. A small fight ensued, during which Ahmad
Begok made good his escape, since when he had been an exile at
large. In 1928 he went across the border and joined the Turks.

During 1927 the Turks continued repressive measures against
Kurdish tribal leaders, who had taken part in the revolts of the
two previous years, by means of the Independent Tribunal at
Diarbekr. A considerable number of Kurds are stated to have
been sentenced to death and to imprisonment for life. One or
two Shernakh and Goyan chiefs came to a fatal end as a result
of this tribunal. Recent indications, however, tend to show a
reversal of Turkish policy towards the Kurds, It appears that a

~ process of conciliation, accompanied by an improved administration,
is gradually taking the place of hard repressive methods hitherto
employed. sk e
~ The year was marked by a noteworthy achievement in the
fixation of the permanent northern frontier by the Turco-'Iraq
Frontier Delimitation Commission. The Commission started
work on 20th March and finished by signing the report on
23rd September. During this period 53' meetings were held, and
99 boundary stones erected. e area surveyed was divided into
six sectors, and totalled roughly 1,321 square miles on both sides
of a line some 236 miles in length. The triangulation involved
the fixing of 41 stations, all of which was done by the British
section of the survey party. Although it cannot be said that the
discussions of the Commission were always of the most cordial, it
is noteworthy that no actual incidents specially worth recording
ol occurred, and that the administrative arrangements for a large
byz party over extremely difficult country were executed without
hes ahitch. The whole task was undoubtedly a very fine achievement.
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1928.—Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan quiei—Kurdist Amnesty—
Simko joins the Turks.

Up to July, 1928, there was no particularly noteworthy event
in Central Kurdistan.

et The presence of a garrison at Barzan had a sobering effect
Tis on the district. Shaikh Ahmad showed a steady resentment of
fobets the curtailment of his autocracy by a vacillating demeanour.
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One week truculent, the other conciliatory, he thus addressed
himself to Government officials until he actually attended a
meeting with the Administrative Inspector of Mosul on 31st March.
There a settlement was reached regarding his powers and the area
which he might administer. Although he deliberately and
publicly misrepresented the terms in his favour shortly after-
wards, his conduct since has not been such as to require armed
intervention.

In the spring of this year the Turkish Government published
the terms of the amnesty to Kurds, who had been implicated
in revolts against the State. Although apparently this amnesty
does not apply to Kurdish refugees in 'Iraq as a whole, one or two
important exiles have sought and obtained permission to return
to their homes.

In this connection Ismail Agha (Simko), though not coming
within the above category as he is a Persian Kurd, was pardoned
by the Turks in May and allowed to take up an abode in Eastern
Turkey. For several years he was in sporadic revolt against the
Persian Government, not to mention freebooting efforts in
Turkey, and was consequently not a welcome guest when he took
refuge in ‘Iraq. Here for over a year he made himself a nuisance,
and, by his very unreliability and explosiveness, was a potentially
dangerous man among Kurdish tribes. Whatever Turkey's
motive may be in taking back Simko, and it is much open to doubt,
it seems evident that the Turks are now making a real effort to
pacify the Kurds within their borders. Naturally it is too early
to see results, but it is considered that such a policy can only have
a beneficial reaction in the 'Iraq portion of Central Kurdistan.

BRITISH
AV

" o
s ke e Sa demd ) L8 Ga [OR/L/IMIL/A7/15/46 g sl

http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00002¢ :dsai il jhad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00002e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

(FOE/67) [9Y 1] "(Obiewd S Janug) & ABhaial) (30 ad) o (5 S g A"

(o

-4

=

CHAPTER II.

POPULATION.

Distribution of Races.

Central Kurdistan is inhabited by races of varying nationality
and religious denomination. The majority are Kurds. The
Christian population, which prior to the war inhabited the region
about the basin of the Greater Zab, has been greatly reduced,
and in some areas, notably in Hakkiari, has disappeared altogether.
In 'Iraq territory the tendency is for the Christian population to
increase owing to the persecutions in Turkey. Chaldeans from
Turkish territory have fled in large numbers, and have been
settled as far as possible in villages and empty spaces in the valleys
and foothills bordering the Mosul plain.

The Kurdish population also suffered greatly from the Russian
invasion in the war period ; and large areas are but sparsely
inhabited. The country north of Rowanduz has not yet recovered
from the devastation which took place,

The habitable parts are confined to the valleys, between the
parallel ranges of mountains. The rich valleys, through which
streams run all the year round, support a considerable population.
The poorer and more elevated districts are inhabited by peoples
who are in many cases nomadic, and who migrate to the plains
with their flocks and berds to escape the rigours of the severe
winter. ~

There are no census figures available of recent date to indicate
the population of the areas under Turkish control. The table on
next page is an estimate of the numbers by races within 'Iraq
territory and their distribution.

ESEFE
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1. Races.

Kurds—The Kurds keep to the hills and scarcely cross at all
to the right bank of the Tigris. An important exception is the
Miran, who come down to the Northern Jazirah for the winter.
AsE’gemml rule, however, the plains are left to the Arab, whether
nomad or settled.

A large proportion of Kurds are pure nomands living in tents
all the year round, while others, who live in villages, leave their
houses and live in tents or shelters on the higher altitudes for the
summer months. The nomands spend the Summer with their
ﬂﬁﬁ}gs on the summits of the great ranges, descending in the autumn
to lower lying country near Jazirat-ibn-Omar and north of Mosul.

Distinct from the nomadic and tribal element is the “ ryot ™
class, who are peaceful, ignorant cultivators without any idea

(C 16145) c3
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beyond the sowing of seed and the reaping of crops. They possess
noypolitical intelligence or ambitior’tE beyond the desire to live
under a secure government, which will remove the necessity of
“Aghawat ” protection—a burden which has crippled agriculture
and made their lives only just tolezable. The Agha corresponds
to the feudal baron of medi@val times, and possesses the power of
life and death over his serfs. In spite, or perhaps because, of the
system, the Kurd is very faithful to his master, and modern
democratic slogans are quite unknown to him.

TABLE 1,
Numbers and Distribution of Population in 'Irag Territory,
including the Mosul Qadha.
Mosul | Zakho | Amadia| Aqra | Dehuk | 14440s,
Race: Qadha. | Qadha. | Qadha. | Qadha. | Qadba,
Kurds xis . 14,188 | 15,546 | 15,249 | 14,975 | 18,307 78,265
Christians .. 38,240 2,103 6,886 1,044 5,784 54,057
Arabs oy 99,461 | 45 _— —_ 2,088 | 101,574
Yezidis o 6,991 422 — — 2,870 10,283
Jews.. .. | 4000| 1,782| 492| 550 | 829 | 7,608
Turcomans .. 3,778 - — — - 3,778
Kurdish :
Nomads .. —_ - — — 10,000 10,000
Chabacs and
Bejwans .. | 5000 [ — — - - 5,000
|
Totals .. | 171,658 | 19,848 | 22,627 | 16,569 | 39,858 | 270,560

Note.—The area under report takes in the half of the Qadha of Mosul
to the left bank of the Tigris. It is not practicable to dissect the population
and therefore total numbers for the Qadha are given. About 90,000 are
contained in the town of Mosul itself, which is predominantly Arab in
character. v

The Kurd follows three callings, that of the fighter, the
cultivator, and the shepherd, despising handicraft and commerce,
which he leaves to the ChristianS"and Jews.

As a race they are, like most hill people, averse to settled
forms of government. Generally ignorant owing to past circum-
stances, they do not favour opportunities for learning by the
selfsame distrust of the paraphernalia of a modern atﬁm.n‘i}ng'str'ation.
Extremely hospitable in its widest sense, they have a code of
honour, which, however, has been besmirched on more than one
occasion by individuals, and has thus led them sometimes to be
erroneously termed treacherous. The Kurd is notoriously quick-
tenipered, and it is probably the violence of this trait which has
been the cause of isolated lapses from his somewhat rough sense

—
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of honour. Of a superstitious nature and inclined to self-depreca-
tion, certain elements of the Kurds are under the influence of
dervishes, who are not averse to allowing the natural lawlessness
of their devotees to degenerate into acts of barbarity.

The Kurds are not deficient in martial spirit, but have a dislike
for the restraints of militar¥discipline. They are useful to a force
operating Tirthe country owing to their knowledge of the mountains,
and can be of value as scouts and guides. Their mode of con- -
ducting tribal warfare gives them a fair idea of infantry training ;
and when organised, regularly paid, and well led, they are capable
of forming an efficient force. They have often been classed as
fighters with tribesmen of the North-West Frontier of India.
But in reality they are nothing like so effective in marksmanship,
‘tenacity, speed in following up an advantage, and general tactical
capacity. Still, the Kurd can be quite a formidable enemy.

- As regards physique, the weaklings are practically all weeded
out in the first few years of life, and it is chiefly the fittest who
survive to manhood. They are, in consequence, a strong, well-
developed people.

Assyrians.—The Assyrians, following the Kurds, are the next
important element in the inhabitants of Central Kurdistan. [
Before the Great War they totalled between 80,000 and 100,000 '
souls ; their present numbers are about 16,000, Their former |
country lay roughly from a point just north of Amadia eastwards
to Lake Urumieh ; and, although mostly nominal subjects of the
Ottoman Empire, their form of government was to all intents |
and purposes autonomous. The secular and religious head of the
Assyrian nation, as they are usually styled, is their Patriarch
named Mar Shimun, * Patriarch of the East.”

The collapse of Russia in 1917 was mainly responsible for a
general exodus from their own country of the Assyrians, who had
from the early days sided with the Allies, After many adversities
they reached 'Traq, where the vast majority have remained until
the present time,

The Assyrians were, like the mountain Kurd, cultivators and
shepherds, but since their sojourn in 'Iraq many have taken up
artisan and domestic occupations and have enlisted in the Imperial
forces. Their fighting value is considerable, and is gérierally
recognised as being the best in "Iraq. Although not as a rule well
educated, a large proportion of the Assyrian men have received
a sound military training in all ranks in the 'Iraq Levies, which
has undoubtedly added to their natural martial capacity.

The remarks in the foregoing paragraph are chiefly applicable
to the tribal Assyrians, who were formerly Turkish subjects. As
~mentioned above, however, the country of the Assyrians extended
eastwards to Lake Urumieh. Thus a considerable number of the
Assyrian race were Persian subjects, and a fair proportion still
are. Although all belonging to the same race, those from the
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Urumieh district are usually distinguished by the appellation of
Urumian Assyrians. There are at present about 2,000 AsSyTrians
living in the Urumieh district and about 1,500 Urumian Assyualu
living in ‘Iraq. The Tergawar and Mergawar sub-sections of
the Nauchia (under the leadership of Mar Yosef the Metropolitan

now domiciled in 'Iraq) were formerly Persian subjects. The
Urumian Assyrian is not, generally speaking, of martial spirit,
and so cannot be classed with the hill tribe Assyrian in this respect ;
but, being intelligent and industrious, is often, like the Armenian,
a skilled artisan and mechanic.

A full description of the Assyrians is contained in Chapter IX,
page 196, of this volume.

Yezidis.—A full description of the Yezidis as a whole is given
in Military Report of Mesopotamia (Iraq), Area No. 1 (Northern
Jazirah), in which area the majority of the race is to be found.
The Yezidis in Central Kurdistan form a single community which
dwells in the Shaikhan district, north-east of Mosul. They are
comtmmonly known as Devil Worshippers, and are for the most
part sedentary and engaged in agriculture. The origin, religion
and nationality of this tribe is exceedingly obscure, but there is
no doubt that the Yezidis are not Moslems. Tt is equally clear

that they are not related to the Arabs or to the Turks. They have
some affinities with the Kurds, as they speak Kurmanyji, a Kurdish

patois ; and it is possible that they had to some extent common

_ancestors, Those living in the Shaikhan district are industrious,
civil and ‘amenable to government, but low in the scale of
intelligence, education and morality. Unlike the inhabitants of
the Jabal-Sinjar, they display no aptitude for war. They are
well disposed to the Christians,

Arabs—The Arabs included in the area chiefly consist of
scattered encampments of Hadidiyin. They are the shepherds of
Mosul, the large sheep-owners giving them their flocks to tend.
They are looked down upon by the Ea_._dawin, and have a reputation

for cowardice. ]

Jews—The Jews of Central Kurdistan are said to be refugees
from Nineveh or original settlers after the fall of Samaria. They
are found exclusively in the towns, where they are engaged in
handicraft, commerce and money-lending. In Central Kurdistan
they Bave little of the prosperous appearance of their bretheren in
[ Baghdad, and are the objects of bitter contempt on the part of ]

the non-commercial Kurd,

Chabacs and Bejwans.—The Chabacs and Bejwans are two
communities living north-east and "south-east of Mosul. They
possess about 47 villages. The two sects are of Kurdish origin
and are robust, tall and of dark complexion. They are dishonest,
violent and treacherous. Their religious practices are the same
as those of the extreme Shiahs. The Chabacs hold Ali, the Imam
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of the Shiahs, in high veneration, but they also take part in the
religious ceremonies of the Yezidis.

SEFE

2. Religions.

Kurds—The Kurds of Central Kurdistan are of the Sunni
Shafi'ite denomination.

Nestorians (Assyrians)—The Nestorians are the remnants of
the great Nestorian Church, which was founded in the first century
when the m%ﬁ Parthia were dominant in Mesopotamia
and Persia. It attained a large development under the Sassanid

& Empire, Ctesiphon becoming eventually the seat of its premier
Bishop. Nestorian is merely another name for Assyrian, although
it is perhaps employed more when referring to them in religious
matters, Contrary to the majority of the Christian sects in
'Iraq, the Nestorian do not look to Rome for guidance. Their ]
leanings are towards Protestantism, and they have been for years |
under the wmgis of the Arthbishop of Canterbury. A fuller '
description of the Assyrians and their religion is given in ‘

B FEBEPE

Chapter IX, page 196, of this volume. ,

Chaldeans.—The Chaldeans are Romanized Nestorians who
dwell in the Mosul plain, Bohtan and Amadia. Their Patriarch
is Mar Emmanuel, who bears the title of Patriarch of Babylon,
and lives in Mosul. The Chaldeans inhabiting the lowlands have
a more developed civilisation, since they are more often in contact
i with the better educated population of the towns. They possess
' schools maintained principally by France and Rome. Their
i clergy are trained mostly in the French Dominican Seminary in

Mosul. There is a tendency, which is now decreasing, to look

i to France, due possibly to the fact that our policy before the war

i was to protect the Nestorians. The connection with Rome is

strong, however. The Chaldean villages of the plain’ can easily

i be distinguished from Arab, Turkish or Kurdish villages, from

which they afford welcome relief, on account of their cleanliness.

The Chaldeans have not the same aptitude for war as the

Nestorians, and are on fairly good terms with their Kurdish |
neightours. Many of the men, especially from the district of
if, have migrated to the other towns of 'Irag, and are to

ThEsasBEEE
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be found as hotel-keepers, waiters and servants.
Jacobites—The formal title of the Jacobite Church is The
i Syrian Orthodox Church.” The name Jacobite comes down from
the 6th century Bishop Jacob Baradai, the organiser of the
Monophysite Church in Mesopotamia and Syria.
£ The Jacobites were formerly most numerous in and around
3 Mardin, but during and since the war they were compelled to
3 flee to Aleppo to escape Turkish persecution. !
i The Jacobites of Mosul and the Jabal Maklub are the most
" easterly representatives of this church. The Patriarch is styled
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“ Patriarch of Antioch " ; and, since his expulsion from the
monastery at Deir Zaferan, near Mardin, has lived in Syria.
The church is represented in Mosul by a Bishop, the present
dignitary being Mar Shonea. =t

Syrian Catholic Church.—This is an offshoot from the Syrian
Orthodox or Jacobite Church. It is also ruled by a Patriarch of
Antioch who has his residence in Beyrout. The church is
represented in Mosul by a Bishop.

The Jacobite or Syrian Orthodox Church and the Syrian
Catholic Church affords a parallel to the Nestorian and Chaldean
Churches. CaL Bz

3. Languages.

A variety of languages is spoken in Central Kurdistan, of
which the most important is Kurdish.

The Nestorians, Chaldeans and Jews speak Syriac and Kurdish.
The merchants and official classes use Arabic, but understand
Kurdish equally well.

As the whole population is acquainted with Kurdish, only

interpreters speaking this language are necessary for forces
operating in the area, g

4. Education.

Within recent years there has been a great increase in the
number of schools in Central Kurdistan. Schools are divided
into three grades, viz., primary, secondary and final, each religion
having its own establishments. The proportion of Christian to
Muhammedan pupils is very much greater than that of Christian
to Muslim inhabitants. The Christian schools are considerably
more progressive than those of the other religions.

Schools have been established in the Shaikhan district ; but
the Yezidis do not favour education, and attendance is poor
althongh there are Yezidi teachers.

In the tribal areas it is generally only the “Agha ** or chieftan
class and the priesthood who have any education, the ordinary
Kurd being quite illiterate, There is, in consequence, plenty of
scope for the professional letter-writer

5. Labour.

Unskilled Labour —The formation of a labour corps from the
settled Kurdish population would be a most difficult matter,
There is no shortage so far as the agricultural population is con-
cerned, but the tribal Kurd is averse to any form of work other
than that of the cultivator or shépherd. He is naturally lazy
and disinclined to workmore thanis necessary to achieve a liveli-
hood for Rimself and his family. In addition to this factor, there
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-I: ure several considerations which cause the labour market to
fluctuate, and make any general estimate quite unreliable, Such

g considerations are— P '
(i) The district where labour is to be employed.—Men are
1 averse to working far from their homes, and the amount

i of Tabour available naturally varies with districts.
B (i1) The time of year when it is required.—During the greater
part of the summer the sowing and reaping of crops
u are in full swing, and practically no fabour is then
i available for other work. At other times the demand

for labour is correspondingly slack.
(iii) The rates of pay.—A certain amount of labour could
always be attracted at enhanced wages.

It may, however, be safely assumed that 1,000 men from the
Assyrian and other Christian refugees could be raised to form a
labour corps for work in any part of 'Iraq Central Kurdistan,
provided that the corps was given some kind of military status.
This would be an important consideration, especially with those
men who have served in the 'Traq Levies, In view of the foregoing
factors the figures given for unskilled labour by districts in
Table 2 should only be taken as a very rough average guide.

Skilled Labour—There is a distinct dearth of skilled labour in
the area under review, although the advent of modern machinery,
etc., is naturally increasing the artisan class. The Baz Assyrians
are considered to be very competént stonemasons, and many of
the better houses have been built by them. They have also an
equal reputation as blacksmiths. Table 2 indicates approximately
numbers of skilled workers by trades and districts,

TABLE 2.
Labour available in different Districts.

Skilled Labour.
3 5 Unskilled
District, i ; é = £ Labo
- g é g E E ur.
g =
E E g2l 8|3 | 2
S = i & 71
Dohuk GO 4 5 10 2 8 500 men
Aqra .. 8 12 4 4 2 8 200
Zakho 10 15 8 8 6 10 20 ,,
Amadia 60 10 2 4 — 12 500 ,,
Shaikhan -— —_ —— —_ — — 200 ..
J Total .. | 188 41 19 26 10 38 1,600 ,,
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.[ 6. Aftitude of Races towards each other.

Relations between the Nestorians and the Kurds are not very
cordial. The fault lies with the Nestorians themselves owing to
want of tact and the rudeness of their manners.

Generally speaking, however, the Kurds, warlike and undis-
ciplined as they are, live on very fair terms with the other races
inhabiting their country. They do not come much into touch
with the few Arabs in Central Kurdistan, but there is a growing
national consciousness, which may cause a rift between the two
races in the future.

The religion of the Yezidis has involved them in great difficulties
and persecution. As a result they abhor Muslims, but profess
sympathy with the Christians. ESLE)

The Jews are almost universally despised, but when it becomes
a question of raising a loan or giving security, it is to the Jew that
the rich Agha will go. '

Attitude to Foreigners and Europeans.—The Kurds of Central
Kurdistan are now, generally speaking, anti-Turk. The former
leanings which they entertained for them (inspired not a little by
fear and uncertainty as to the future government of their districts)
were disturbed somewhat by the sumptuary laws of the Angora
Government and by the suppression of the dervish shrines, Later,
the settlement of the frontier tended to alleviate this feeling
except in the case of individual die-hards, but a slight reaction
has set in during 1928 as a result of the conciliatory policy, which
the Turks have recently initiated.

The Indian native, Moslem or Hindu, cannot be said to be
regarded with any great favour. They are employed in Govern-
ment offices, and thereby the local people consider that they are
being deprived of a livlihood. They are, however, being gradually
eliminated.

Syrian refugees and deportees have worked to the disadvantage
of France in the towns, The unfriendly sentiment thus produced
to that nation has not spread to the tribal districts, as they are
not interested in such remote questions. The tendency of the
Romanized Catholics to look towards France and Rome for
i Sl?p’t;sohrt is dying out since the occupation of the country by the
' ritish.
‘ All races in Central Kurdistan, with the exception of a dis-

gruntled minority and a few extreme Nationalists, who are hostile
to the idea of a mandatory power, are imbyied with a strong
, pro-British inclination. Other European peoples are seldom
. encountered, apart from the official visits and tours of the League
of Nation's Committees, and no unfriendliness exists.

7. Normal Diet.

Rice is the staple food of all classes. Its quality varies in
the different districts, that of Barwari-Bala being the best. The

i\
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Aghawat have two big meals daily, the first before noon and the
second at sunset. The food consists of vegetable broth, eggs, rice,
boiled mutton or chicken. i

The poorer classes cannot afford to buy meat, and subsist on
bread, eggs, rice and vegetables. All classes drink milk at their
meals.

Europeans being entertained in the house of an Agha should
be careful to conform to the customs and etiquette of the country.
The host should be invited to have food with his visitors. He will
probably refuse, but the invitation will please him.
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CHAPTER IIIL.

POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY.
1. Area and General Description.

Central Kurdistan has an area estimated to be about
25,000 square miles, and is divided naturally into three main |
phical areas, namely, the central and south-eastern area
around the basin of the Greater Zabh ; the southern districts of the
basins of Lake Van, Lake Archak and Lake Urumieh ; the basins !
of the Khabur, the Bohtan and other tributaries of the Tigris,
which form the western and south-western part of the area.

The Basin of the Greater Zab.—The Zab valley is a wild,
mountainous country inhabited by Kurds, Nestorians and '
Chaldeans. The upper part of the valley below Julamerk consists [
of rugged limestone mountains rising to an altitude of 14,000 {t., I
whose general direction is east to west. The river runs through !
them in a north to south direction. Its numerous tributaries are |
also mountain torrents, and are in high flood during the months -
of April to Juné, when they are swollen by snow water. The
country is almost treeless, although there are a few poplars in
some of the valleys. Odks and walnut trees are found occasionally.
The soil is unfertile, and the hillsides are so steep that most of the
cultivation is terraced. There is a fair amount of grazing for
sheep and goats ; and, in the late spring and early summer, nomad
Kurds and the local inhabitants bring their flocks to the ** yailas ”
or summer grazing grounds for three or four months. The wintér
is severe, and many of the passes and higher tracks are closed by
snow for several months in the year, while snow avalanches render
some of the lower mzis umaie in the spring. I summer the
heat is considerable, but not so great as to interfere with the
movements of travellers, The middle part of the Zab basin
consists of sandstone hills rising to altitudes of 8,000 ft,, which
are well wooded with oaks, walnut, sycamore and hawthorn, It
is a fertile district, which could support a large population under a
stable and just administration.
~ The lower part of the Zab basin, after it has left the mountains,
is an undulating plain, well cultivated and producing rice, wheat
and barley in considerable quantity.

Country South of the Lakes,—The hill country south of Lake Van
and Lake Archak is comparatively barren, and has no natural
vegetation extept grass. The altitude of the highest ranges is
about 8,000 ft. Before the war there was a large Armenian and
Christian population; but, owing to the deportations and
massacres from 1915 onwards, the Kurds are now left practically
in sole possession.
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The Urumieh plain is extraordinarily fertile, and crops of rice,
barley, tobacco and wheat are raised.

The Basins of the Khabur and Bohtan.—Most of the higher
country around the basin of the Khabur is sparsely populated.
The high hills are much used by the Artushi nomad tribes during
the summer months, as they provide most excellent grazing for
their flocks. The district of Farashin in which the Khabur rises
is known as ‘‘ Zozan,"” and provides the best pasturages. The
lower slopes and valleys are well wooded and water is plentiful
everywhere.

The district ot Bohtan, or Barwanyah continues as far west
as Sairt, the centre of governmenﬂemg at Khaskheir, and is
among the most fertile and productive parts of Kurdistan. This
zone is sufficiently elevated to escape the heat of the Tigris basin,
is watered by countless springs and streams and is yet warm
enough to produce rice, cotton, figs and a variety of fruits. The
extreme severity of the winter on the upland plateau is avoided.

2. Administrative Divisions.

The administrative divisions of the area included in Iraq
territory are as shown on the Tribal Map in pocket.

The boundaries of the divisions in Turkish territory cannot
be placed with accuracy, but the administrative areas are as
follows :— .

The Vilayet of Sairt. Headquarters: Sairt (Maunsell 25, sq. 6).

Name of Qad}m Headguariers. Map Reference.
Kharzan .. . Zokh i .. Maunsell 18, sq. 23.
Sherwan .. B (€1 1 L & 19,5 19
Berwari .. .. Khaskhair A i 26,7 =9,
Eiru 3! .. Deh 7 £ 5 28, 9.
Shernakh .. Shernakh i o 26 R
Besheri .. A= Kobini< i " P 25 8
Sazin o Sahsan .. 3 ,» not marked.

The Vilavet of D:arbckr Headquarters Diarbekr.

Name of Qadha. Headgquariers. Map Reference.
Lijje e «. Lijje ks .- Maunsell 18, sq. 13.
Direk cus ek . O, . 24, o 18,
Arghana .. .. Arghana Maden. . o 17, . 19
Farkin (Silwan) .. Farkin (Silwan) .. @ I8 i 21.

The Vilayet of Mardin. Headquarters: Mardin.

Name of Qad}m Headguarters. Map Reference.
Ras-al-Ain .. Ras-al-Ain .. Maunsell 29, sq. 10.
Midiat .. o MAGIAE o - 25, ;716
Sor gt ve  DOE i N T
Jazireh .. .. Jazirat- ibn-Omar ,, ia. A
Nisibin .. ou  NISIDIL A ot | 1
Kefr Jos .. .. Kefr Jos.. s 1O.

-
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® The Vilayet of Hakkiari. Headquarters: Julamerk.
Name of Qadha. Headquarters. Map Reference.

e Julamerk .. Julamerk .. Maunsell 27,sq. 9.
e Bashkala .. .. Bashkala,, o 0 20, ,,'20.
g Diza o -+ 'Diza ihd o 5 2 B A
i Elk 2 .. Elk - i i 26, ,, 11.
% The Vilayet of Van. Headquarters: Van,
ifui Name of Qadha. Headguarters. Map Reference.

Van 5 s VAN i .. Maunsell 19, sq. 18.

Shattakh .. .. Shattakh.. A 4 19, '..723.
Bt Mukus .. .. Mukus' .. o a 19, ',,"22.
5 Hamidie .. .. Koshab .. v = 20. . 14,
fis Mahmudie s BT el s g P -
i, Bergri .. .+ Bergri .. o ¥ 18, ;519
m Arjish .. o AEWSHILE 5 » 12, ,, 24,
%® Adeljivas . . .. Adeljivas T s LR A
1. Karchikan .. Kindranz o h 19, |, 15.

3. Frontiers.

The frontier between Turkey and 'Iraq is that which was
demarcated by the Frontier Delimitation Commission. It was
finally fixed on 23rd September, 1927 (see Chapter I, page 35).

It may be divided into four sectors (—

(i) Between the Hazil and Khabur rivers.
(ii) Between the Khabur and Jelu heights.
(iii) The broken country between this district and the
Shemsdinan river.
(iv) From the Shemsdinan river to the Persian frontier.

Sector 1.—The Hazil is a small stream, which provides a con-
; ventional frontier for a short distance. The Khabur above
! Zakho carves its way with many bends and racing torrents through
conglomerates and calcareous formations. At ZaKho the valley
opens out and becomes very wide. The spurs of the chain falling
sheer on to the southern bank of the Khabur add a further
obstacle to that consituted by the river ; but they still leave a

sufficiently large opening on the southern side of the Tigris.

Sector 2,—This is a still more mountainous and inaccessible
country, the summits being in some cases over 10,000 ft. The
Greater Zab cuts its path through these mountains, forming
gorges sometimes 5,000 ft. deep. This mountain system is crossed
by very few passes. Between Geramus and Dera Jeri there is
only one pass, which the nomad Arfushi use when going up with
their sheep to the summer pastures. Another road leads from
Ashita along the gorge of the Zab to Lizin and Julamerk. All
the roads are nothing more than mountain tracks only used for
local communications.
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| Sector 3.—This sector consists of confused mountains running
back to the summits of Jelu, Sat and Chghr-Cheli. No nomad
foute crosses this sector, whilst the few existing tracks pass
through so wild.and steep a country that they could only be used
for the passage of flocks with the greatest difficulty.

Sector 4 is an absolutely abandoned district crossed by only
two roads. These are the routes leading from Kanj throug{
the Zinia Bari Gedik pass to Neri and from Rowanduz into
Persia through the Gadir pass, where the frontiers of 'Iraq, Turkey
and Persia meet. Seen from an aeroplane some distance from
the south the mountain groups give the impression of a wall
The northern groups, along the crests of which the frontier partly
runs, form the highest limit of the country, which rises from the
plains of 'Traq in successive elevations of foothills and parallel
chains, Ethnically it is not a complete line of separation and
still less a barrier. In the western and eastern mountain groups,
both to the north and south, the inhabitants are Kurds belonging
to the same or related tribes, Various nomad tribes, e.g., the
Artushi and Herki, cross these mountains every year.

 Strategical Considerations—The mountain area north of the

frontier between the river Hazil and the Persian border does not

lend itself to the concentration of troops ; the approaches from

this region to the south consist entirely of roads and tracks,

which are difficult in summer and impassable in winter. Even

so it cannot be quite ruled out as an impassable area from which

an offensive might be launched. A more practicable line of

advance in this area is from points between Jazirat-ibn-Omar and

the river Hazil vian Zakho. This, however, presents several

disadvantages to a modern army, including the passage of the

{ rivers Khabur or Hazil and the mountain range immediately south
it of Zakho.

The most likely area of concentration for a force invading

"Iraq from the north is obviously further west, i.c., in the country

enclosed by Diarbekr, Bitlis and Mardin. This area is served

| from the west by the so-called * Baghdad " railway ending at

; Nisibin, and presents a clear line of advance—only requiring the

| violation of a small portion of Syrian territory—down the right

bank of the Tigris. This sector, however, although adjacent to

i Ce_{xtral Kurdistan, is actually outside the area covered by this

’1_ volume.

The Turco-Persian Frontier—The crgst line of the mountains
1 west and south-west of Lake Urumieh forms a natural boundary
| between Turkey and Persia, which was fixed by a mixed Com-
& mission in 1914. This mountain chain is pierced by routes,
l which are important as communications to the plain of Urumieh
| and to Persian Azerbaijan, j
1
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_Of these, a road, passable for wheels, runs from Bashkala via
Deir and Khanesur to Dilman in the Salmas plain, and thence to
KhBi, Tabriz and Urumieh: S

Another route into Persia, passable for wheels, leads from
Bashkala to Diza in the Gawar plain, and then via Bajirga into
the Urumieh plain, e ~

A third road, at present under construction, will run from
Rowanduz to Rayat and Ushnu and thence to Urumich and
Tabriz, In view of the embargo placed on Persian exports to
Russia, it is hoped that this route will become of some importance
as an alternative outlet for the produce of Persian Azerbaijan
and the Urumieh plain, two of the most fertile and most
productive districts in Persia,

4. Towns.
Al Qosh.

Al Qosh is situated some 80 miles north of Mosul in the foot-
hills, which mark without gradation the northern end of the plains
and the beginning of the mountains., The town is built on the
slopes of the first ridge, the streets being steep and narrow,
impassable for any wheeled traffic. The hills behind are bare
and devoid of vegetation. The population numbers about 3,700,
the great'majority being Chaldean Catholics. About 40 families
of Chaldean refugees from Turkey and 57 families of Nestorians
have been settled in Al Qosh and the vicinity. The town has a
small bazaar consisting of some 50 shops. The houses, 550 in
number, are solidly built of stone, but are small and unsuited for
billeting purposes.

Water Supply—Water is obtained from two large wells in the
town. They are not over-clean, and there is danger of pollution.
There are also 19 smaller wells, from which drinking water can be
obtained.

Billets.—The church could be utilised as a billet for half
company of infantry. The Monastery of Al Qosh, about one mile
east of the town, could billet one company, and has an independent
water supply. This building might also be used as a hospital,
as it is clean and in good repair.

Supplies—All products are consumed locally, and additional
supplies are obtained from Mosul.

Aerodrome Site.—Space for a landing ground is available south
of the monastery. The surface is hard, and would have to be

cleared of stones.

Camping Site—A camping site for a brigade is available in
the vicinity of the monastery.

.
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Grazing.—There is ample grazing between March and May in
the plain below Al Qosh. - r

Amadia.

Population about 3,000. Situated 65 miles north by east of
Mosul. :

The town is built on a rocky plateau, an outlier from the
southern edge of the steep and lofty Ser Amadia. The plateau, .
which is connected with the range by a narrow rocky coll, is oval !

in shape, 1,400 yards long and 550 yards broad, Its slopes in
the upper part rise in abrupt cliffs 50-80 ft. high, w the |
lower levels are steep and boulder-strewn. Two narrow paths {

lead up to the town and enter if by gateways, one on the west side
of the plateau and the other on the north-east side. The town
lies at the north end of the plateau, and is partially in ruins. The
remainder of the available space is occupied by a cemetery. At
the south end of the plateau is a ruined Kurdish castle, formerly
owned by the Pashas of Amadia, with a masonry wall and two
bastions 3-4 ft. thick and 20 ft. high, The wall is drawn across
the plateau. Along the edge of the cliff is a low masonry wall
with embrasures and loopholes with a good command over the
country to the south. .

At present the headquarters of the Qaimmagam of Amadia,
the town will lose its importance if the proposed removal of the
centre of local government to another and more convenient
locality materializes.

The houses are mostly built of rough stone, but are very small
and quite unsuited for riﬂlgg)g with the exception of the police
serai, which could acco ate about 70 British troops.

" ' Government Buildings—The administrative headquarters are
contained in the police serai, on the eastern edge of the plateau.

Hospitals, Offices—Other than the serai, there is an excellent
building near the village of Bebadi, which was originally built
as an English mission house. Tt contains about 20 rooms, and

' could be used as offices, a hospital or asa billet. Two hundred and
. fifty British troops could be accommodated comfortably. This
building is 2} miles west of Amadia town.

Water Supply.—The water supply of Amadia is poor, There
H are no wells giving water now on the platean, and the supply-is
; dependent on two springs half~way down the cliffs, near the two
i gates. The supply in summer is weak. At the foot of the
plateau there is a stream from which an ample supply is available

: all the year round.

Supplies—The Amadia district scarcely produces enough for
the needs of the inhabitants, and demand has to be made on the
surplus products of the Dohuk area.

-
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Local products are :—
Available

Annual Production. ~ Jor Military.
Wheat .« 624 tons =3 ik Nil,
Barley 394 ,, o 3 Nil,
Lentils 40 5% % = Nil.
Rice 800 11,5 Bia oy s Nil.
Simsim s S -2 = Nil.
Ma§k S8 ks - i o Nil.
Ghi .. e - cd ol in 40 tons.
Millet s 898 . . e o B
Maize A ) s e o Nil.
Bhoosa .. 2,000 ,, i v A Nil.
;fgfttables} For a battalion daily, in season.
Fuel .. Unlimited.

Aerodromes, Landing Grounds.—Landing ground at Bebadi.
Details in Chapter VIII, para. 3.

Camping Grounds—Scattered camping grounds for two com-
panies can be found between the southern wall and the town.
Water supply is a difficulty for this site. '

At Bebadi there are two possible camping grounds both
favourably located for water supplies. There is sufficient space
for a brigade. A summer camp is available on the top of the
Ser Amadia (6,000 ft.) for one battalion.

Grazing.—Ample in the Amadia valley.

Agra.

Agra lies about 65 miles to the north-east of Mosul. Itis a
town of some 800 houses with a population of 4,000. The
inhabitants are predominantly Kurd, but there are 40 families
of Jews and 20 of Chaldean Christians also domiciled in the town,
The Jews, like their brethren elsewhere, possess many of the shops,
and are famous for their manufacture of silver scabbards for the
Kurdish dagger. = R

Behind Aqra a series of steep-pitched ridges run back to the
main mountain chain of the Aqra Dagh. Crests are cut by deep
gorges strewn by large boulders. One of the most prominent
of these ridges breaks down into a saddle, which rises again to a
rocky knoll"before its final descent to the plain. Across this
saddle hang the houses of Aqra with ruined fragments of its
arncient citadel crowning the highest point of the rocky ridge
above. The bulk of the town overflows into the ravine on the
western side, where the houses are ranged round the sweep of the
hollow like the seats of an amphitheatre. The slopes on which
they lie are so steep that the roof of each house serves as the
front yard of the one immediately above and behind it. The

e
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streets are very narrow and steep with the exception of the road
leading to the Police Serai, which is fit for Ford cars. To the
east of the town are some pleasartt gardens, which give welcome
relief from the heat of summer.

Agra is not a very healthy place. Malaria is prevalent, and
in summer it is hot. It is possible, however, to remove to the
higher altitudes of the Aqra Dagh to Sherman, where the ‘Iraq
Levies have a summer camp.

Aqra is the administrative headquarters of a Qadha of the
same name in the Mosul Liwa.

Billeting —The houses of Aqra are substantially built of stone,
but are in most cases very small. The complete absence of any
form of sanitation renders their occupation as billets undesirable.
Were it necessary there is sufficient accommodation for 1 company
of infantry, 50 men in the Police Serai, 80 in the school and 30 in
each of the two fairly large Khans. The school might in
emergency be used as a hospital.

Municipal System.—The town is administered by a Rais
Baladiyah or Mayor, who has an office near the Police Serai.

Government Buildings—The headquarters of the Qadha are
contained within the precincts of the Police Serai, situated on the
east of the town looking on to the Aqra Dagh. ' ‘

Water Supply—Unlimited, from springs and streams,

Supplies—Aqra is principally a rice producing district. The
following supplies are obtained locally, i.e., from the Aqra Nahiyah,

Available

Annual Production. Jfor Military use.
Wheat .. 657 tons i o 80 tons.
Barley oo B8 & - ” S0 4
Lentils X 80155 i i id Nil.
Rice it il 0 o w4d = 90 4
Simsim T hos 4% i o8 Nil.
Mash O sl pahiad) e Mk |
Ghi 20 ,, 10 |

Vegetables .. . .. .. Sufficient for one battalion
daily, in season.

Fruits .. g3 pEy .. Sufficient for one battalion
daily, in season.
Sheep s 72,000 . .. About 8,000 annually.

Grazing—There is unlimited grazing to the south of the town.
In summer the inhabitants have supplies ofhay for their own use.

Transport—About 80 horses and mules could be requisitioned
locally. If notice were given this number could be increased.

Aerodrome.—A summer landing-ground to the south of the
town :;a)lready marked out (for particulars see Chapter VIII,
para. 3),

Camping Site—For one brigade south of the town,
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Bashkala,

Bashkala lies about 50 miles south-east of Van and 20 miles
from the Persian frontier in the upper valley of the Greater Zab.
Before the war it contained some 1,500 houses, but was so damaged
by the Russian invasion that only some 100 houses remain.
Population is now about 500, mostly Kurds with a few Jews. 1In
1915 the Armenian and Nestorian population were either massacred
or exiled.

The town is situated on the western edge of a cultivated plain
stretching eastwards to the Zab, about five miles distant. [mmedi-
ately west of the town runs a steep range of hills, a number of
the houses being built on the lower slopes. On a spur above the
town are the ruins of a Kurdish castle visible for some miles on
the road from Julamerk. Many of the houses are well built of
sun-dried brick, and the main streets are wide and fairly clear.
The importance of Bashkala arises from its position at the junction
of the roads from Van, from Dilman across the Persian frontier,
and from the Hakkiari country to the south and south-west. Its
altitude is about 7,000 ft., and it suffers from a severe winter,
snow lying until late in the year.

Government Buildings—The Turkish barracks are in the

centre of the town, and consist of two low buildings of sun-dried
brick.

Administration—Bashkala is the headquarters of a Qadha in
the Hakkiari Vilayet,

Water Supply—Unlimited, from springs and streams through-
out the year,

Supplies—Wheat, barley, millet and simsim are grown, but
only in sufficient quantity for the inhabitants. Production has
fallen to a low level since the Great War and the flight of many
of the inhabitants. Good grass is found in the spring and early
summer. Fruit and vegetables are brought in from the Salmas
plain and from Urumieh,

Camping Grounds.—Sufficient for a brigade near the town,

Bitlis.

Bitlis, altitude 5,000 ft., lies in the valley of the Bitlis river
about 15 miles south-west of the south-western corner of Lake Van.
The population, estimated in 1914 to be about 40,000, is now less
than half owing to the massacres and deportations, which have
accounted for practically all the Armenians and most of the
Christians.

The town, lying in the deep valley of the river which flows
through it from north to south, extends up the hillsides and along
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' the side valley of Khosrov containing an Armenian monastery.
' At the south end ofthie town a side valley opens from the east,
up which are scattered houses and gardens forming the Avekh
suburb. To the east of the city is a bare rocky hill about 1,000°ft.
high. A ruined castle on a rock of no great height, on the right
bank of the Bitlis river, stands in the middle of the town. Along
the west side of the castle rock flows the Khosrov stream, which
joins the main river somewhat farther to the south. To the
north of the castle rock, in the angle between the Bitlis and the
Khosrov valley, is a flat to d spur, the Gok Maidan, on which
are situated the government buildings and block of infantry
barracks. The principal mosque lies south of the castle rock.

Buildings.—The houses are well and solidly built, mostly of .
soft volcanic *tufa” quarried in the meighbourhood. Good
houses are to be found, especially in the old Christian quarter,
where the former British Consulate and the American Mission
were situated. The bazaars along the river-side are crowded with
narrow winding alleys. Some of them have been cleared to make

room for the Bw:@d, which runs through
the length of the town. S

Climate.—The position of Bitlis facing south in the deep valley
makes it hot in summer. et
The climate on the whole is healthy.

' Water Supply—Unlimited perennially from springs, the Bitlis
river and a stream in the_;ﬁ_vykhﬁﬁ;e&-

Supplies.—Grain from the well-watered plains to the north
used to be stored for export at Bitlis. Fruit and vegetables are
obtainable from gardens and orchards near the town. The main
exports, besides grain, are fleeces, wools, hides, skins, furs, gall

H nuts and gum tragacanth. Abundant fuel is brought from
' Modeki, Khisan and the Nimrud Dagh. A coarse red cloth is
manufactured in the town.

Billets and Camping Grounds—TFor two battalions of infantry
half a mile to the north of the town. Billets for two battalions
exist in Bitlis itself,

Aerodrome Site—There is not sufficient space for a landing
ground in the neighbourhood of Bitlis.

I Diza (or Diza-Gawar).

: Diza is the principal town in the Gawar district. Before the
| Great War it is said to have contained 700 houses, but was so
| __savaged by the Russian invasion that only about 80 are now in
|' existence. The population is about 400 persons, mostly Kurd
[ with a small colony of Jews. The former Christian population
| has quite disappeared.
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The houses are mostly built of stone and mud with a few more
solidly constructed of sun-dried brick. The Turkish barracks
are situated on the north side of the town, which has a permanent
garrison. At present it is the headquarters of one of the frontier
battalions.

Municipal System.—The town is administered by a Rais
Baladiyah or Mayor.

Water Supply—The town has a plentiful supply of water from
streams and springs all the year round. The Gawar plain is
well-watered, and was a very productive area.

Supplies—The productivity of the district has been much
reduced by the massacres and the flight of the population. Areas
formerly cultivated are now lying fallow. During the operations
against the Kurdish tribes in 1926, supplies were brought down
from Van and probably from Urumieh.

Camping Sites—There are sufficient camping sites for a
brigade in the vicinity of the town.

Aerodrome Sites—There is no aerodrome or landing ground
maintained at Diza. The Gawar plain is flat, however, and no
difficulty should be encountered in finding sufficient space for all
types of aircraft.

Dohuk.

Dohuk lies about 50 miles north-north-west of Mosul and has
a settled population of about 3,500. Kurds form the great
majority, but out of the 550 houses, 65 are Christian and
30 Jewish, There is also a large refugee population of Nestorian
Christians from the districts of Tiari, and a lesser number of
Chaldeans from the Turkish districts of Merga and Bohtan.

The town, which consists mostly of mud hovels with a few
more substantial buildings, is situated on thé’Ef’(s bank of the
ml&k%l, at the southern end of a pass, which contains the road
to Amadia. It lies in a fertile valley about two miles wide between
two ranges of hills rising about 1,000 ft. above the village. TIts
importance is due to its position at the juncture of the plains and
the hills, where it acts as a distributing centre to the various
tribes in_the neighbourhood. A" wooden bridge, capable of
: g Ford cars-crosses the river to the west of the town.
A little farther down are the remains of a stone bridge. The river
is fordable between these two bridges. The streets are narrow
and not very clean,

Billets—There are two large khans, which could accommodate
a squadron of cavalry between them,
Half a company of infantry could be allocated to the school.

The lack of sanitary arrangements make billeting in the
houses impracticable.
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Administration—Dohuk is the headquarters of a Qadha in
the Mosul Liwa. The Qadha has a mixed population com-

sed of—
- Kurds 24 & oy .. 18,307
Christians .. >4 Y ) 5,784
Arabs =, 35 AT vy 2,068
Yezidis .. S o i 2,870
Jews ¥ 2 s Al 829
Total o .. 29858

The town is administered by a Rais Beladiyah.

Principal Buildings—The principal building in the town is
the stone built Serai, which contains the offices of the government
officials and the police billets.

To the south of the town there is a well-built modern bungal
which was formerly the residence of the British Assistant Political
Officer. Tt has four or five large rooms and extensive outhouses,
This building would be suitable as a hospital or as offices for any
military force quartered in the vicinity.

Water Supply —Unlimited from the Dohuk Su at all times of
the year.

Supplies—Crops raised around Dohuk are very li; to
destruction by the locust pest. In 1926 the following amoufits
were harvested wh’rdr_wé%nsuﬂicient for the needs of the
inhabitants. Figures are for the nahich of Dohuk :—

Wheat 2 .. o “ 169 tons.
Barley o 2s e s i -
Atta .. e b e oy 200 ,,
Rice .. ; e e 5 M4
Simsim Ly o L 2k £
Mash .. = o S N HOFEES
Millet . . o o e e 140
Maze". ™" e malime atiivat sy sodl 31 ellyf o
Bhoosa A 3 = <. 3,000

Fruits are always plentiful, and the crop of grapes, peaches,
apricots, plums, pears, figs and pomegranates amounted to
2,000 tons. Firewood is unlimited from the hills, and vegetables
sufficient for a battalion daily in season can be collected. Grazing
can be found in the spring in the Dohuk valley for two regiments
of cavalry, In summer it is scarce.

Camping Site—On each bank of the Dohuk Su west and south
of the town for an infantry division.

Aerodrome—There is no possible site near Dohuk. The
landing ground is at Simel.  (Particulars in Chapter VIII, para. 3.)
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Jazirat-ibn-Omar.

Jazirat-ibn-Omar lies on the Tigris about 90 miles above
Mosul, and contains 1,600 houses. The population is mainly
Kurdish. The town is built on a low_gravelly island in the
Tigris, but is not effectively surrounded by water except in the
flood season. At other times the longer channel, which bounds
the town on the north, west and south, is practically dry, although
it contains some springs. The western channel, said to be
150 yards wide, has a small bridge consisting of four spans of
wood on masonry piers with a plank roadway 10 ft. wide. Before
the Great War the eastern channél—tfie main arm of the Tigris—
was crossed, except during floods, by a boat bridge 120 yards
long. This bridge consisted of 16 pontoons, and had a plank
roadway Wde. It was disconnécted during the floeds,
when the inundations spread out to a total width of 400 yards.
A pontoon Terry 18 now used, which consists of two double
pontoons with a wooden superstructure.

The area enclosed by the two channels of the river is approxi-
mately 1,100 yards long, north to south, by 1,200 vards, east to
west. The town has a frontage on the river from 300 to 400 yards
long with the remains of a protective masonry wall about 200 yards
long fronting the river. The site of Jazirat-ibn-Omar is much
shut in, bare hills rising on either side of the river. The climate is,
therefore, intensely hot in summer, and there is considerable
liability to fever.

The town has a permanent garrison, and is the headquarters
of one of the frontier battalions. Of recent years it has been much
in prominence as a military centre before the settlement of the
Turko-'Traq frontier and during the Kurdish rebellion of 1926,

Government Buildings —The principal government buildings
are i—
The military barracks.
Headquarters of the Gendarmerie and civil gaol.
Headquarters of the civil administration. . =
Post and telegraph office.
The locations of these and other government establishments are
as indicated in the plan facing page —.

Water Supply.—Water is obtainable from small wells in the
town, which are in danger of pollution. Water from the river is
good if filtered.

Supplies—The district produces a surplus. The main crops
are wheat, barley, millet and simsim."u’rlfl:\e markets are much
frequented by the tribesmen of the neighbourhood.

Aerodrome Site—A landing ground is located north-north-west
of the town between the old river bed and the bend of the Tigris.

Camping Sites—Sufficient space can be found in the vicinity
of the town for a division.
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Julamerk.

Julamerk is situated in the wild district of Hakkiari, about
50 miles north-north-east of Amadia. It formerly contained
300 houses ; but, owing to the destruction caused during the
Russian advance in 1917 its population disappeared, and in
January, 1920, there were only some 50 houses. Since then a
number of the inhabitants have returned, and there are now about
80 houses with a population of about 400.

The town lies in a basin drained by several rayines forming a
stream, which passes through a deep gorge.into %6 Zab valley.
It is built at the foot of a rock]%-"a‘t;ghcm\med by a Kurdish fort
now in ruins. The rock on whi e fort stands has a narrow
summit, 100 yards long and about 20 {t. wide, dominating the
gorge leading up from the Zab.

Government  Buildings—The main government buildings
are :—
The headquarters of the Hakkiari Vilayet.
The Gendarmerie headquarters.

Water Supply—Unlimited, from streams,

Supplies.—The district is unproductive, and hardly sufficient
is grown for the needs of the inhabitants. '

Aerodrome Site—There is stated to be a possible landing
ground at Berchalla, on the right bank of the Zab, south of
Kochannes.

Camping Site—Camping site for two battalions is available
on the southern outskirts of the town. Julamerk is not a garrison
town, being only occupied by gendarmerie, who are accommodated
in the serai in the middle of the town.

Neri.

Neri is an important centre in the district of Shemsdinan lying
about 45 miles north of Rowanduz. It formerly contained
250 houses, but suffered during the Russian invasion, and is now
mostly in ruins. Neri was formerly the residence of Saiyid Taha,
the most important personality of the district. Now Qaimmaqam
of Rowanduz, he still possesses great religious influence throughout
Shemsdinan. The inhabitants are Kurds.

Government Buildings.—The few houses that remain are nearly
all occupied by government officials. The principal buildings
are :—

Billets for troops and the gendarmerie.
The Qaimmaqgam's house.
Telegraph office.
These are located as indicated in the accompanying plan.
The houses on the east end of the town are said to be the best.
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Water Supply.—Unlimited.

Supplies—The valleys in Shemsdinan are fertile, but products
are only sufficient for the inhabitants. Supplies could be

imported from Urumieh. The main crops are tobacco, wheat,
rice, barley and fruits.

Camping Site.—Troops have previously occupied ground to the
north of the town,

Aerodrome Site—Sufficient space could probably be found
south of the town. Owing to the rice and tobacco cultivation the
ground will be soft.

Sairt.

Sairt—altitude 2,820 ft.—lies about 45 miles north by west of
Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and has a population of about 10,000 people.
Formerly there was a large Christian population, which has been
much reduced by massacre and deportation.

The town is built on the south-eastern corner of a small plain =
extending three miles westward to the Keseri valley, and is
surrounded by vine-clad hills and orchards. The houses are
well built of stone and gypsum cement as in Mosul, but many
are in bad repair. There are a few old mosques, a leaning
minaret and a castle. The streets are dirty, crooked, and —
ill-paved. i =

Municipal System—The town is administered by a Rais
Baladiyah or Mayor and a municipal council.

Government Buildings.—The principal government buildings
are :—

(a) Divisional headquarters, situated outside the southern
limits of the town between fork roads.

(b) The arsenal, located about the middle of the town off the
main road from the south-west corner.

(¢) The barracks—north-west corner of the town off the main
street.

(d) Headquarters of the civil administration. Opposite the
arsenal.

(¢) The post office, situated immediately north of the arsenal.

Billets—The barracks are said to accommodate 1,000 men.
There is also an old khan near the barracks which is also utilised
as military billets,

Water Supply—The water supply is from wells and covered
tanks cut in the rocks in the hills east of the town. 1t often runs
short in summer. The best wells are outside the town to the
west, and are walled round and covered. Another good well
exists at the south-eastern corner of the town.

=
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J 1 Supplies.—A certain amount of wheat, barley, millet, rice

' and lentils is grown in the district, but the most important
cultivation is the vine. Cereals are sufficient for local needs only.
Fuel has to be brought in from Shirwan.

Aerodrome Site—North of the town there is a large plateau
on which aircraft can find a landing ground.

Camping Site.—Sufficient for a brigade in the vicinity of
the town.

Shattakh.

Shattakh lies at the junction of a large stream from the north |

with the Bohtan river. It is mainly on the right bank, although |
government buildings and barracks are situated on the left bank.
Lying 45 miles south-west by south of Van, it forms the centre !
of a number of small villages on terraces on steep slopes bordering
the valley. It is known as Shakh by the Kurds, and by the !
Armenians as Tagh, both meaning the head or centre. To the |
south and soiith-east rise very steep slopes culminating in !
the Gilplokan Dagh, about 10,000 ft. high, while to the north are
the Ardost Dagliand the Maidan Tash Dagh, both about the same
height.  Tliere are two bridges across the Bohtan, but the stream
is easily fordable in summer. The town formerly had a population
of about 1,200 inhabitants, who were mostly Armenian. There
is now said to be barely 300 inhabitants, the Armenians having
been either massacred or deported.

Government Buildings—The main buildings are :—
The headquarters of the Qaimmaqam of Shattakh.
The barracks,

Telegraph office.

These are all on the left bank of the Bohtan river opposite the
junction with the tributary from the north.

Water Supply —Unlimited all the year round.

I Supplies—With the exception of fuel all supplies are scarce
- and only sufficient for local requirements,

Shernakh,

|3 Shernakh lies 40 miles north-east of Jazirat-ibn-Omar. It is
the centre of the powerful Shernakh tribe, whose leaders have

always been intimately concerned with the questions of Kurdish
independence.

The town contains about 400 houses, with a population of
approximately 2,000,
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Government Buildings.—
(@) The Qaimmagam’s office.—A stone building with a
wood and mud roof.
(b) Barracks.—A stone building, also with a wood and
mud roof.

(¢) Hutments.—The summer quarters of the garrison.

Bt'llgts.—'.I'he barracks and hutments are said to have
accommodation for 500-600 men, The houses of the notables
could also be utilised.

_ Aerodrome Site—Localities which could be rendered fit for
aircraft to land on are as indicated in the accompanying plan of
the town.

Camping Site—Sufficient for a brigade.
Water Supply.—Unlimited, from springs.

Van.

Van lies at the south-east corner of Lake Van. The pre-war
population numbered about 30,000-40,000, mostly Armenian,
During the war the massacres and deportations reduced the
numbers to approximately half the former total. Great numbers
of the Armenian inhabitants lost their lives, while some 2,000
fled to Urumieh and came down through Hamadan to Baqubah
with the Urumian Christians,

The town of Van lies in a fertile plain, which slopes gently -
up from the lake on the west to the foot of the Varak Dagh on ,-\
the east, a distance of about 8 miles. The highest suriimit of the
Varak Dagh is about 4,500 ft. above the plain. From north to
south the plain is about 5 miles broad, and on these sides it is
bounded by hills of no great height, over which several easy
passes lead. From this plain rise two isolated rocky masses, the
citadel hill of Van and, some 2-3 miles to the east-north-east,
the Zemzem Dagh with its flat topped spur, the Toprak Kaleh,
which overlodks—the northernmost subuf® of the city:— I

The citadel rock of Van, which rises abruptly out of the plain,
is some 1,000 yards from the lake shore. Close under its southern
side lies the walled town, and east and south of this, again, are the
extensive garden quarters, which stretch eastwards for about
3} miles and southwards for about 1 mile.

The following description of the town refers to its condition

before the war ; the garden quarters were much damaged during
the fighting between the Armenians and the Turks in April-May,
1915. Various important buildings, such as the Turkish barracks
and the British Consulate, appear to have been wholly or partially
destroyed, and the suburb of Ajg:gljd to have been ruined. The
walled city was bombarded from the citadel rock, but no great
damage was done except to the upper stories of the houses.
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The garden quarters, thickly planted with poplars and
luxuriant undergrowth, are surrounded and intersected by mud
walls 10-12 ft. high. The houses lie in clusters, which are hidden
from the roads approaching the town by trégs ; these groups of
buildings are most numerous and important in the neighbourhood
of the main avenues. The houses are generally well built with
flat roofs, and often two stories.

The principal avenue is that which runs eastwards from the
walled town-ta Sahkeh at the farther end of the gardens. Another
avenue leads from the walled town south-east to the Erek garden
quarter.  Both these roads are A fairly broad
unmetalled road connects the Aq %, which lies to the
north under the Tu% Kaleh;~witirErek on the south. Else-
where are lanes, passable 1 imparts, but in places either cut
up by canals or too narrow for wheels. The canals, however,
although numerous, are not serious obstacles.

The vegetation of the gardens is wholly dependent on irrigation,
which is carried out by means of water cuts i These
latter are often to be found under the bed of watercourses, which
are dry on the surface, the position of the karaise being indicated
by holes at intervals, ~ .

The streets of the walled town are Wuﬂfmf&t
bui.ldmgs hEl'E are -m.ly the- = e ﬁ |“! : 1 : and
the principal shops and bazaars, ML A

The citadel rock, 1,300 yards long and 360 ft. above the plain,
runs along the whole of the north g;&:of the walled town. The
south face of the rock overlooking the city is quite precipitous.
The north side slopes down at an angle of 45 degrees, and K ¢asy
to climb at most points ; where the rock appears on this side it
is cut into steps. The ground below this slope is marshy, and a

fed by several small springs has filled up the old wet ditch

to lie at the west and east ends of the rock. The central citadel
occupies the highest part of the summit, about half-way between
the east and west ends of the rock, or slightly nearer to the
western extremity. The plateau on which it stands is 180 yards
long by 120 yards broad. At the western end of the rock is a
large spring, overlooked by a bastion of big stone blocks, which is
now in ruins, as also is the wall which protected the spring. The
central citadel is isolated from the outer walls, and is entered by a
gate at its north-east corner. Its walls are partly of masonry,
partly of mud, built upon ancient foundations of large stones.

A mosque with a minaret is a prominent object in the centre
of the citadel. A masonry magazine shows up distinctly at the
eastern end, and other magazines are situated in rock-cut chambers
a short way below. Barracks, which usually contained 200 men
before the war, are also situated in the citadel.

along the north side of the hill. The ascents to the citadel appear
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_ Government Buildings.—The principal government buildings
in Van are :—

(@) The cavalry barracks, reported outside the walled town
at the south-east corner;

(b) Infantry barracks, formetly government offices, said to
be situated at south-west corner of the walled town.

(¢) Infantry barracks south-west of Toprak Kaleh,

(d) Serai, reported to contain the post and telegraph office,
outside the walled town at the south-west corner.

Water Supply—For drinking water the town is supplied from
four copious springs, besides the one already mentioned at the
western end of the rock. The water is not very good, however.
In the gardens the principal supply is from the karaises, being
obtained from their mouths or from the holes at ifitérvals along
their course. The best are at the eastern end of the gardens,
where water can be obtained without contamination from houses.
Elsewhere all the karaises are more or less contaminated. The
Shemiran canal water contains ate and carbonate of lime,
but is drunk by the poorer people. The water in the Kori Bash
river above %t_)_rli?-ash village is good. In the border hills are
numerous springs. The water of the lake, which is im ted
with carbonate and sulphate of soda, is undrinkab}.e."@i_

Supplies.=The plain of Van is well cultivated with corn,
vegetables and fruit. (See Chapter VII, para. 1.)

Aerodrome Site—There is said to be sufficient room for
machines to land south-west of the walled town. There is no
permanent landing ground kept up, and aircraft land at Van
very seldom.

Camping Site—Selection of camping sites present no ,-\
difficulties.

Van is a permanent garrison town with some units of the —
12th Infantry Division and the 5th Frontier Battalion at present
stationed there. |

The most suitable site for a large camp of troops would be on | —
the plain north-west of Toprak Kaleh, north of , or between
the gardens and Shanantz.

Foreign Consulates—Before the war there were vice-consulates
for Great Britain and Russia and a consul-general for Persia
with a consular agent for France. There is now no consular
representation.

Van was also the headquarters of a very flourishing American
Mission and Orphan School situated at the east end of the gardens,
There was also a French Dominican Mission and schools.

Administration—Van is the headquarters of the Vali of the
Vilayet of Van. The town is administered by a municipal council
presided over by the Rais Baladiyah or Mayor.
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Zakho.

Zakho lies 60 miles north-north-west of Mosul, and contains
about 4,000 souls. This population consists of Kurds, Chaldeans,
Jews and a few Arabs. It is built on a rocky island measuring
some 800 by 400 yards in the Khabur river, which above Zakho
is a mountain stream and below it spreads out through several
channels in a shingle bed 400 yards wide. The island is connected
with the left bank by a stone bridge with a 10 foot roadway at
the south-eastern end of the town and by a suspension bridge
at the western side. Both these bridges can take light wheeled
traffic. An attempt to bridge the northern arm of the river in
1919 was unsuccessful. This arm is unfordable until the end of
June, About a mile upstream from Zakho there is an ancient
stone bridge with a 15 foot roadway passable for light cars and
carts with some difficulty.

There are a few well built stone houses with two stories
which could be used as billets. The majority, however, are the
usual Kurdish type of mud houses and quite unsuitable for
billeting British troops. ' '

Mumicipal System.—Zakho is the headquarters of the Qaim-
magam of the Zakho Qadha’. The town is administered by a
Rais Baladiyah or Mayor and a municipal couneil. =~

Government Buildings—The main buildings are :—

(a) The Serai, situated at the eastern end of the island.

(b) The police headquarters, situated on the north side of the
main street through the town, about half-way from the
suspension bridge to the Serai at the opposite end of
the island. .

(¢) The hospital, situated on the north bank of the Khabur.

(@) The school, located in the Serai buildings.

(¢) The post and telegraph office also in the Serai building.

Hospitals, O ffices.—The buildings noted above could be utilised
for military purposes. The present hospital (¢) is a good double
storied building with about 20 rooms. T2kt 3

Water Supply —Unlimited, from the Khabur river,

Supplies—The soil of the Khabur valley is fertile, and wheat,
barley, tobacco and fruits are grown.

Annwal production. At 20 days” notice.
Wheat .. 221 tons. 30 tons (after harvest).
Barley SR 7071 7, 2
Lentils 2B : § LB
Rice 4 1§ 0
Bhoosa .. 7,000 ,, 150 tons,

Fruits 8. B

These figures relate to the production of the Zakho Nahiyah,
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There is an oil well at Zakho, which has an annual
production of—

Kerosine .. -+ 7,200 gallons,
Burning oil .. 38400
Inferior petrol .. 2,880

Wood for fuel is unlimited from the hills, and is floated down
to Zakho on rafts from the Guli district.

Aerodrome Site—There is a landing ground at Zakho, for
particulars of which see Chapter VIII, para. 2.

Camping Sites—Good camping grounds can be found on the
banks of the Khabur. Space is ample for a division.

Defence.—The spurs-of the Jabal Abiyadh, south of Zakho,
afford good positions for the defence of the Mosul road, which
crosses the range by the Zakho Pass. The range appears to be
impassable between this pass and its western end near Dairabun.

\__..
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CHAPTER 1V.
PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY,

1. Geological Formation.

Central Kurdistan belongs to the mountain system which is
generally known as * Zagros.”

The mountains north of Mosul are a complicated construction,
composed of igneous rocks, serpentine, and chrystalline schists.
The foothills consist of that characteristic gypsum formation,
which begins at Jazirat-ibn-Omar, and continues probably as far
as Baluchistan.

2. Mountain and Hill Systems.

. The mountain and hill systems may be conveniently divided
into four parts :—
(i) The ranges south of Lake Van.
(i) The higher ranges around the headwaters of the
Greater Zab.
(iii) The parallel ranges south of the Turco-"Iraq frontier.
(iv) The Jabal Muklub in the Mosul plain.

1. Ranges south of Lake Van.

The ranges south of Lake Van do not form a continuous line,
but have several gaps and breaks, through which streams force
their way back to the Tigris instead of towards the lake. These
gaps are important when communications to the Tigris valley
come to be considered.

The Bitlis Pass.—The most important gap in the military
sense is the Bitlis pass, which is the main communication between
the highlands of the Van area and the plains of "Iraq. No such
feasible pass exists for a considerable distance to the east or west.
This pass is fit for all arms to Diarbekr, and from Bitlis to Sairt
for Ford cars. The extension to Jazirat-ibn-Omar is fit for pack
only, and is closed by snow from December to March.

The Agherov Dagh.—The main mass of this range is in the
centre ; the Agherov Dagh, rising to 11,000 ft., is snow-capped
for several months of the year. There are no easy routes through
from the south-west of Van, with the exception of the one through
Merwanen and along the higher watershed between the Bohtan
and the Greater Zab, and so into the valley of the Hazil river.
This is the shortest route to Mosul in summer, but is closed in
winter by snow.

(C 16145) p3
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b Ardost—Towards the east end of the lake the range culminates
| in the Ardost peak, and is sharply broken by the valley of the
Shattakh stream.

The Chukh Dagh.—The Chukh Dagh joins the Persian frontier
ranges on one side and to the south-west trends away into the
ranges forming the watershed between the Bohtan and the Greater
Zab, which rises to 12,000 ft., but have no prominent
The range is crossed by the Chukh Pass, 9,500 ft., which is the
direct route from Van to Bashkala by Koshab. It is fit for Ford
cars and A.T. carts. Bashkala is an important centre for routes
connecting Van and the towns on Lake Urumieh. The con-
tinuation of this route to Neri and Diza with a branch to Julamerk
is fit for pack only, and is closed in winter for movement on any
scale.

These two routes, the Bitlis Pass and the Van-Bashkala
route via the Chukh Pass, are the only ones fit for regular military
operations through the mountains south of Lake Van. The
mountains farther south restrict the avenues of approach ;
whilst the barren and rocky nature of the country prevents
operations by large bodies and confines the movement of troops
to the larger valleys, except in the Gawar plain, which is an open
district 25 miles long by 5 broad. T

The Arnost Mountain.—From the Agherov Dagh, a spur runs
south until over the river gorge near Shattakh, and then terminates
b in the rocky mass of the Arnost mountain, This has a long flat-
i topped ridge known as the Maidan Tash, rising to about 11,000 ft.,

with abrupt rocky sides overhanging the town.

The Gilolokan Mountain—Across the valley is a long spur

from near Merwanen terminating in the Gilolokan mountain,

j gt;lch also towers over Shattakh from the south, about 11,000 ft.
igh.

I[ & %Hﬂri&o& Dagh.»—_Son.t&-toi the Agherov Dagh and across
‘ the Bohtan river is a stony flat-topped mass known as Harikol
I Dagh, which terminates in an enormous crag at its south-east

corner,
I1. Ranges round Headwaters of Greater Zab.

The Jelu Ranges—The highest mountains are found round
the headwaters of the Greater Zab, where the Jelu ranges rise to
I 14,000 ft. with a summit line of splendid crags and pinnacles.
I On the right bank of the river is the Harefta Dagh, a lofty spur
; from the main watershed. Routes through these ranges are only
i fit for pack, and are closed during the winter months. One track
il leads from Diza-Gawar to Neri and thence by Girdi and Baradost

. to Rowanduz, also by Girdi, Rezan, Zibar and Aqgra to Mosul.
i From Bashkala to Julamerk are two fairly easy routes for pack,
one by the Zab valley and the other over a spur of the Harefta 1
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Dagh. From Julamerk there are difficult paths, suitable for pack
only, by the Zab valley and Lizan, the other by Tal, Hani Pass,
Tkhuma and Chal.

The Farashin Ufland—South of the Harefta Dagh, at .the
head of the Lewin valley, the main watershed is divided in the
centre by the Farashin upland, in which the Khabur, a tributary
of the Tigris, has its source. A route from Julamerk to Jaziraf-
ibn-Omar over easy hill country, but not passable for wheels,
leads by Lewin into Farashin and thence to Shernakh and Jazirat-
ibn-Omar. This is the route followed by nomad Kurds driving
their sheep to the plains, the only difficulty being the steep
crossing of the Khabur valley near Elk.

The Awrakh Dagh.—A remarkable feature is an immense wall
of rock, which commences in the Aurakh Dagh overlooking the
Bohtan, continues south-east, and finally crosses the Khabur
valley near Elk. The Khabur forces its way through, but a
straight wall of rock continues over into the Lewin valley where
it ends abruptly, although traces of the same formation exist
connecting across the Z‘:ﬁ) with the Jelu mountains. Its crest
between the Khabur and the Zab attains an elevation of about
10,500 tt., and only a single pathway leads across it by what is
called the Derai-i-Zir. This pass'is an important feature when
considering routes of nomad tribes, as practically all the Artushi,

the Hajjan being an exception, pass aver it on their way to

Farashin.

The Sat Dagh—South of the Jelu ranges is the Sat Dagh,
rising to about 14,500 ft. It is an isolated mass separated from
the Persian frontier ranges by the lower end of the Gawar plain
and the upland valley of Khumara, and from the ranges to the
south by the deep valley of the Shemsdinian Su, a tributary of
the Zab. The slopes of this range are used by the Herki nomads
for summer pasturage.

II1. Ranges south of the Turco-'Iraq Frontier.

South of the frontier the mountains consist of a series of
parallel ranges, striking from east to west, with a narrow valley
between them. Movement is confined to the valleys; but there
are difficult tracks leading over the ridges from one valley to
another. The mountain sides are well-wooded, and streams run
through all the valleys. The passes are impracticable for the
movement of troops between December and the end of March.

The Matina Dagh—The Matina Dagh, also known as the Ser
Amadia, is a wall of black rock, rising to over 6,000 ft,, between
the Khabur and the Greater Zab rivers. It borders the fertile
district of Barwari-Bala. Routes cross it at Amadia and Aradin.
There is also a very difficult track leading over it from Bamurni

illage. The range ends abruptly at the Zab, and is continued
on the east bank by the Kurazhor Dagh

(C 18145) b4
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I The Gara Dagh—Borders the Supna valley on the south and
rises to mearly 7,000 ft. This range is very rough with a break
at the Suwara Toka pass to Dohuk. There is a difficult track |
to Aqra, entirely closed by snow for several months of the year. i

The Chia-i-Shivin Dagh—On the east bank of the greater
Zab opposite Zibar ; inbabited by Barzan tribesmen under the
leadership of the notorious Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan.

The Piris Dagh.—Overlooks the plain of Zibar from the south
and rises to over 5,000 ft. A rough track connecting Zibar (Bira
Kapra) with Agra is fit for pack only, and is closed at intervals
during the winter.

The Chia-i-Spi Dagh.—Could be utilised as a defensive position,
from Zakho to Faishkhabur to cover Mosul. It rises to 3,500 ft.
being loftiest towards the western end.

IV. The Jabal Maklub.

An isolated mass (highest point 3,460 ft.) rising out of the
plain east of Mosul. It is of little military importance.

3. Rivers.

j General—The rivers of Central Kurdistan are largely snow
i fed, and during their spring floods are, with the exception of the
f Tigris, raging torrents presenting impassable obstacles to the
movement of large forces. In the winter and early spring, 1.e.,
from December to the end of May, these rivers are all unfordable
and are liable to sudden spate, due to melting snow or rain or a
combination of both. The only means of crossing them is by
“ kellek " raft ; but boat ferries exist on the Tigris and on some
of the other streams which cross main routes in the plains.

In their upper reaches the watercourses are steep and confined
to narrow beds in gorges, through which the water rushes with
great violence, Through these gorges there are narrow, and in
some parts difficult, tracks, which permit the movement of animals
in single file. Snow prohibits movement on any considerable
scale from December to March. In summer, however, fords over
hard shingly beds can be found in many places.

The Tigris—Immediately after its junction with the Batman
) river the Tigris becomes narrower and deeper, flowing rapidly in
winding rock-strewn gorges, difficult to negotiate in a * kellek.”
After Hassan Kaif the valley widens out between mountain
ranges. Between the Bohtan Su and Jazirat-ibn-Omar the river
becomes more rapid and enters a mountainous tract, flowing in
a series of sharp bends where navigation is difficult. Between
Jazirat-ibn-Omar and Mosul the Tigris follows a tortuous course
: between low hills and undulations, intersected by one large valley,
that of the Khabur. Here, as above Jazirat-ibn-Omar, the river
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; contains numerous rapids and shallows formed by ledges of rock

i and shingle. Between Mosul and the Greater Zab its winding

i course continues over alternations of placid stretches and rapids

E shot with shingly ledges.

:E The Greater Zab.—The Greater Zab rises among the low hills
along the Persian frontier, east of the Kuch Dagh. Below Tiari
it traverses a trackless gorge until it emerges into the more open

i valley of Amadia, where it turns south-east through a fertile well-

i wooded district bordered by rocky ridges. On the right bank it

ik receives the Av-i-Gara, draining the eastern portion of the Supna
or Amadia valley; whilst on the left bank but farther to the
south, the Rudbar-i-Shin, flowing through a great chasm, the Geli

o, Belinda, joins the main stream. Below the mouth of this tributary

it the valley again narrows, but opens into the small plain of Zibar.
Below this again the river gorge becomes most difficult ; and it
is only at the Berdin gorge that the Greater Zab finally leaves
the hills and wanders, in a broad shingly bed with many channels,

b to join the Tigris below Mosul.

The Khabur.—The Khabur is a large mountain stream, which
joins the Tigris at Faishkhabur. It rises in the uplands of Fara-
shin, and for most of its course is confined to narrow gorges,
through which the water forces its way with great violence.

¥ Above Zakho it flows through more open country, and on the way

£ to the Tigris passes over a fertile plain,

®

¢ The Hazil.—The Hazil is a tributary of the Khabur which,

ile flowing from the mountains to the north, joins it below Zakho. It

i also traverses a fine series of gorges before reaching the plain.

by Details of the rivers are contained in the following Table 3.
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4. Woods and Forests.

Practically no effort has been made to preserve the woods
and forests which exists in the Kurdish mountains. The wasteful
felling of timber, the firing of trees to produce charcoal and
the failure to plant young trees are leading to a large annual
diminution in the wood supply.

Oaks, rather stunted, and hawthorn are found most fre-
quently on the hillsides. Walnut, poplar and sycamore are
usually to be found near the villages. As the plains are approached
trees practicaly disappear, and only the mimosa and the willow
are to be found along the river banks,

=l It is generally found that the northern slopes of the mountain
ranges are better wooded than the southern slopes. These forests
give ample scope for concealment, and add to the danger of
ambush and surprise. The woods are generally thick enough to
render air reconnaissance especially difficult.

The following Table 4 is an attempt to show the areas where
woods are thickest.

i TABLE 4.
a Forested Areas.

&l Tree. District. Remarks.

Nerva-Raikan. and supply the needs of Mosul.

North slope of the Trees are large and cover the
Ghara Dagh. hillsides. The North slope of the
" Ghara Dagh is densely wooded.

=~ Walnut i } Barwari-Bala. These districts are the best wooded

Walnut } Sindi-Guli. These bt;iefoare ﬁ:.ated down the

Poplars «+ | Dohuk and Amadia | Plentiful in the bed of the Dohuk
Su and its tributary, the Shkiro
Chai. Also at Amadia and the
Supna valley near the villages.

5. Lakes and Imland Seas.

Lake Van—Lake Van is roughly rectangular, 55 miles long
and 40 broad, with a long arm at its north-east corner which
increases its length from north-east to south-west to some 80 miles.
It has no outlet, and its waters largely contain carbonate and
sulphate of soda, which make them bitter and undrinkable.

A curious feature of the lake, which it has in common with
Lakes Archag and Urumieh, is a periodic rise and fall. This is
as much as 8 ft., lasting five years for each complete movement.
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7. Canals and Irrigation Systems.

In the plains the principal methods of irrigation is by water
lifts and “ Na'oors " or primitive water-wheels. By this means
water is distributed through small irrigation channels. In the
mountains, small channels are led off from the perennial streams.
Water can be conveyed from 1 to 1} miles by lifts. The channels
are too small to offer any difficulties of movement to other than
wheeled vehicles.

8. Water Supply.

Good water is available practically everywhere in the hills
a]:l_d mountains. The problem of obtaining ample supplies seldom
arises,

In the plains along the main routes and in the foothills there
is sufficient water to supply a brigade at each stage at all times
of the year. Precaugionary measures are imperative to minimise
the danger of pollution when the supply is drawn from streams
and wells.

Details of water supplies are given in the section on Routes
in Chapter VL.

TABLE 5.
Monthly Average Levels of the River Tigris at Mosul.
(Numbers represent feet above sea-level.)

Normal Year, 1924. Abnormal Year, 1923,
i Average Average
; Month. Level, Month. Level.
January s 878-34 January s 881-56
i February .. 881-61 February .. 882-68
March. . 884-30 March .. < 886-10
f April .. 884-34 April .. .. 88568
May 883-83 May .. A 883-78
une .. 882-28 June .. o 883-47
:” uly .. 879-47 July .. .. 880-21
! August 878-38 August & 878-19
i September 877-60 September ..  878:07
October 877-82 October i 878:05
November 880-03 November .. 878-11
'ﬂ December 878-87 December ..  878:65
i a—
B Highest recorded during year, Highest recorded during year,
i 889-30 feet on 894-40 feet on
”“ 28.11.24. 22.11.23.
f
& il
W

-
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CHAPTER V.
CLIMATE.

Nature of the Climate—The climatic conditions of Ceutral
Kurdistan range from those of the sub-tropical and semi-arid
Mosul Plain through the sub-montane region round Aqra and
Zakho to the elevated regions about the head of the Greater Zab.
They embrace, therefore, nearly every variety of heat and cold.

The winter round the bead waters of the Greater Zab is very
severe, the country being deep in snow, and military operations
are practically impossible from the middle of November to the
middle or end of April. The Urumieh plain at a lower elevation
bas a climate rather milder in winter than that round Van, but
military operations are not very practicable there also. On the
Persian frontier hills snow falls heavily during the winter, and
the higher passes are often blocked by drifts,

During winter in the Mosul Plain a fair amount of rain falls,
and the temperature has been known to fall to 28° below freezing
point. During fine spells in the hills conditions resemble to some
extent those of Switzerland. There is sunshine with moderate
warmth, and the general effect is bracing and exhilarating.

In the plains the summer is hot and dry, especially in July,
August and September. As the Kurdish hills are ascended the
heat naturally lessens, and at levels between 7,000 and 9,000 ft.
it is cool throughout the day and cold at night. It affords a
beneficial change from the heat of the plains,

Effect on Europeans and Natives.—In thesub-montane districts,
at an altitude below 2,000 ft., snow does not lie for any length of
time. In wet, cold, winter weather there is a tendency for any
latent malaria to recur, and any disposition towards rheumatic
affections become aggravated.

During the summer months the whole of low-lying Kurdistan
is potentially unhealthy for European and Indian troops operating
between April and November. Malaria and dysentery may be
expected to occur to a considerable extent. Native levies, how-
ever, suffer relatively less from malaria, whilst bowel complaints
are rare among them,

Effect on Animals.—Horses and mules, whether of English or
Australian origin, do extraordinarily well even in the hottest
summers. The only drawback to heavy types of horses, such as
those of British Cavalry and Artillery, is the hard nature of the
ground, which necessitates constant attention to the feet and
efficient shoeing by well-trained farriers.
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Ry but the valleys may not be covered until the second half of
:; December. The more lofty ranges are not clear of snow until July.
} : ; ]

g  Prevalent Winds and Hurricanes—The prevailing wind during
g the summer months is in the fourth quadrant, 1.e., west to north,
gy In }he‘wmter n:_mnths when the wind comes from the south-east,
ity which it does with the greatest frequency, rain may be forecasted
i with comparative safety.

ey _ A south-west wind of moderate velocity is a harbinger of dust
i d]s.tmbances. During the summer of 1925 these were almost of
il daily ocourrence. The worst duststorms usually occur at night
iy varying in duration from 10 minutes to an hour, although on
Ny occasions a duststorm has been known to last 2} hours. The

Bk velocity of the wind on these cccasions ranges between 20 and
by 40 m.p.h., although it is stated that during one duststorm the

e gd attained was 45 m.ph. The climax of this storm lasted
" ibout 20 minutes.
!h: . Northerly winds are mainly dry, cold winds. The surface

winds are usually very light, and calms are experienced over

Yoy : : :

o long periods at a time,

i Thunderstorms are rare, and when they oceur are usually

i of short duration and vary greatly in intensity.

i Earthquakes.—Earthquakes are very rare indeed. The last
recorded tremor occurred on the 9th October, 1926, at 0045

f;: hours, and lasted five to six seconds with a vertical motion.

Magnetic Variation—The approximate magnetic declination is
2° 30’ east. A compass can be used in all parts of the country.

s MEDICAL AND VETERINARY.

, Prevalent Discases—Little information of statistical value is
- available as to the health conditions among the civil population
e of Central Kurdistan. The complete absence of anything approach-
= ing sanitation in villages, and the general rigour in the conditions
pm of life under which the people exist, possibly weed out the unfit
3 at an early period and leaves a hardy, virile population. Malaria
i) is universally prevalent in the valleys. Anopheline mosquitoes

have been found at an altitude up to 7,000 ft., but above that
vER level they do not appear to exist. Anopheline breeding has two
|1E peaks, in May and October. In the Kirkuk area, from January

to May, quartan malaria affords the predominant rhythm and

8 again between the end of August and November ; but the main
o malaria season is between June and the middle of August, when
i malignant tertian, and, to a lesser extent, benign tertian are the

dominant types. In the Central Kurdistan area, although
main malarial season more or less coincides with that of the

- Kirkuk area, yet quartan malaria is rare at any time of the year.
# The benign tertian form displays two well defined peaks, one in
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¢ CHAPTER VI.
R COMMUNICATIONS.
1. Roads.
< Classification of Roads.—There are no metalled roads in
- Central Kurdistan with the exception of the first few miles on the

l{osul—Za-lfhn road and' on the Zakho Pass, which is well graded
% and kept in good repair. Roads are built of earth and have no

solid foundations,

All roads fit for the use of motor traffic are given a general
B.2 classification. They could, however, bear heavy M.T. for a
short period, but would require to be metalled before any
continuous increase of traffic could be carried.

B.2 roads are on an average 14-18 ft, wide. At points where
i streams are bridged the roadway comes down to about 10 ft.
& Wheeled vehicles are therefore unable to pass each other at such
iz i points, This also applies to points where culverts carry the roads
" across the narrower irrigation ditches or water splashes.

In winter and during the rainy season all B.2 roads come
down to the lower B.3 classification. A few hours’ rain renders
them quite impassable for motors, and horse drawn vehicles may
also have considerable difficulty in traversing them. In the
Mosul area the number of days when roads, as a means of com-
munication, are out of action in any one year varies from 15-20.
The Van—Bashkala road across the Chukh Pass is entirely closed
by snow for about three months (December—-March). The
Bitlis-Sairt road is also out of action for this period.
~ Roads which proceed along the southern edge of the line of
hills to the north of Mosul are liable to damage to a varying
extent, depending upon the winter snow-fall and on the floods
resulting from the melting snows. This applies more particularly
to the Mosul-Zakho road, where it runs south of the Jabal Abyadh,
the Ain-Sifni-Al Qosh road, and the latter stages of the Mosul-
Agra road. The surface may be washed away and the bare rock

exposed.

Obstacles.—Where B.2 roads cross the smaller streams, masonry
or steel girder bridges are in existence. Were these destroyed it
would generally be possible to ford the watercourses in the
vicinity of the bridges during the summer months. The narrow
water ducts and channels, crossed by culverts, are not more than
6 ft. wide, and do not present an obstacle that cannot be sur-
mounted by means of ramps or such similar methods.

Ferries—There are only two points where main roads pass
over streams and rivers by means of ferries. The Mosul-Aqra
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Tog
Y of the Arbil-Rowanduz road, although it is not actually located
K| in the area under review. This route is a newly constructed
L motor road with a B.2 classification. By the autumn of 1928 the
Ry remaining part—through the Rowanduz gorge—is the most
] difficult of the whole route. Owing, however, to the severity of
s winter conditions in those parts it cannot be finished before 1929,
b On its completion it is intended to continue the construction of a
30 motor road to the Persian frontier through Dergela and Rayat,

. and to link up with a similar road via Sauj Bulagh, projected
" by the Persian Government, to Tabriz. The completion of the
e entire programme, which it is hoped will be in 1930, will not
b only open up the Rou‘anc}uz district and bring it into closer
P conta‘ct with the Central Government, but should create a large
s transit trade route between north-west Persia and 'Iraq, from
181 Tabriz to Arbil and thence to Baghdad and Mosul.
iﬂf;: ) Authority for Upkeep —Responsibility for the upkeep of roads
ak in ‘Iraq falls on the Department of Public Works. There is an
@ executive engineer resident in Mosul.
By ~ Labowr—Unskilled labour is available locally from the
s villages in the vicinity of the roads. Skilled labour, such as
ke masons and supervisors, are usually brought from Mosul.
o For amount of labour available in the different districts see
E’ Chapter IT (Population), para. 5.
o :
w Metal—Metal used is 2-in. gange limestone, obtained from
: local quarries, and shingle from the beds of the many streams.

g '

il Culverts.—Culverts are of two types—(a) masonry or concrete,
it (b) pressed steel (corrugated) circular culverts. The majority
e are of masonry or concrete construction. There are a few of

et type (b) which are being replaced by type (a), or by concrete
crossings (Irish bridges).

i Concrele Crossings—Concrete crossings are constructed over
@i shallow channels, which are soft or under water in winter, as a
ol substitute for culverts.

::: Bridges—In the 'Iraq portion of Central Kurdistan bridges
wlt are of a general type capable of bearing heavy traffic, and are of
i steel framework construction or masonry. All bridges are
i fireproof, Steel trough bridges are constructed over any span
ot ess than 30 ft. wide. Larger spans are crossed by lattice steel
1 framework on masonry piers. It is expected that all wooden
i trestle bridges, of which a few are in existence on minor routes,

will be replaced by steel ones within two years. No definite
gt details regarding bridges in the Turkish portion of Central
i Kurdistan are available.

(C 16145) =
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The Khabur.—The Khabur is navigable by kelleks from Zakho
to its junction with the Tigris between November and the middle
of June. The kelleks on the Khabur are smaller than those on
the Tigris (vide Table 6), and consist of 150-200 skins, with a
carrying capacity of 5 tons. Above Zakho wooden rafts are
constructed which can take a maximum load of 1} tons.

The Greater Zab—Raft navigation on the Greater Zab comi-
mences at Girdamamik. In low water kelleks are constructed
of 300 skins, which will take 10 tons of cargo, In high water
rafts of 500 skins can be used. : ;

3. Types of River Craft.

Steamers—Steamers drawing less than 4 ft. of water can
navigate the Tigris to Mosul. Details of the boat at present
working are—

“ Sadki,”" steel stern-wheeler, built at Yarrow's in 1917.

Length of hull .. Lk i} UL B2
Breadth .. & A oF e 31 ft.
Cargo capacity .. & i v 176 fon's:
Draught, loaded 54 - AL 3 it. 6in.
Bunkers, oil fuel o % 18 tons.

Speed against the currént in flood

season, loaded 2} knots.

Engines—

Nominal horse power 4 by 21:8920.

Indicated horse power i w1501
Stern wheel floats (12 in number) .. 21 ft. by 18 in.
Rudders i 56 i o8 3.

Steamer is fitted with a capstan in the bow used for hauling
when aground on mud banks. A sister ship, the * Shergat,” is
not in commission.

The journey from Sharqat to Mosul takes two days, of which
36 hours are actual steaming. The boat is tied up at night. On
the downstream voyage Sharqat is reached in about six to
seven hours. There is an obstruction about 20 miles below
Mosul, which laden steamers sometimes have difficulty in
negotiating. There is, however, said to be plenty of water
towards the right bank.

The “ Sadki " normally performs about ten trips on this run
during the flood season.

Pilots state that the type of * Flyboat,” drawing 3 ft. 6 in.
with 80 tons of cargo, used by the Army during the war on the
lower reaches of the Tigris, could navigate the river to Mosul in
the summer time. They certainly came up as far as Sharqat.
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i Kelleks and boats could be made use of to forward stores for

Iy any force working downstream. In the contrary direction they

k. would be available for the evacuation of wounded, refugees and

Rt stores, and so keep the roads clear for movements of troops and

‘motor transport.

Kelleks can be utilised as ferries, but they are so clumsy that
b the transport of a large number of troops with all their equipment
[ would be a lengthy proceeding.

In the spring of 1927, in the flood season, a boat was utilised

to ferry troops across the Greater Zab in the neighbourhood of
Rezan. This boat was built at Mosul, was dismembered and
put on a Fiat lorry and transported to Aqra. Thence it was
carried on 17 mules, across two ranges of hills, via Zibar to the
= Zab, The boat ferried 45 men with their equipment on each

i journey.

1= Hves T2

Wharf and Unloading Facilities—There are no fixed anchorages
B on the river stretch between Sharqat and Mosul. Steamers tie
ks up to the bank at night, and on arrival at Mosul come alongside

y below the first of the two boat bridges, which are not opened for

2 river traffic.

“There are a number of mooring posts for kelleks at the principal
= centres from which cargoes are obtained. The craft are tied to
ke these and the cargo man-handled ashore. If a kellek requires to
i moor at a place where there is no mooring post available, it is

driven close to the shore and the tow rope is weighted with heavy

i stones to prevent it drifting away.

Wk Limiting Facfors for Military Transport.—The use of the Tigris
for purposes of military transport is limited by the seasonable

" variations of the river, and by the fact that at present, owing

[ to the lack of suitable craft, it can only be made use of downstream.
If light draught steam launches and small barges were introduced

i it would be a valuable communication in both directions in

o summer and winter.

e . Sailing boats are useless as the prevailing winds are contiary,
4., from the north, and the course of the river is so tortuous that
winds which may be favourable in one stretch are directly adverse

ti in the next. Navigation for any but power-driven craft upstream

(= is, therefore, impracticable.

Protection of the long course of the river would be a heavy
g burden on any force. The banks are inhabited by both settled
< ‘and nomad tribes of Arabs, who are always ready to seize any
& opportunity of loot. A system of patrols and defended localities
s ‘or posts would be essential.

# 5. Railways.

% There are no railways, or any projected, in this area. The

ﬁ nearest railheads are Baiji and Kirkuk.
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The telephone system is purely a government service, and is
only extended to the public in Mosul where an exchange exists.

There is a local telephone system in operation, which connects

s Zakho with the military posts on the frontier. These posts are
; established at Dornakh, Birsivi, Shiranis-Islam, Pirakh, Masis
and Faishkhabur. This system is manned by ’Iraq Army

'r:“ nnel, and is maintained by the Posts and Telegraphs
L Department.
Turkish Telephones—Telephone lines known to be in operation
fhmy in Turkish territory are as follows ;—
il Jazirlat ~ibn-Omar (office)—Gund-i-Hadid (office)—
Besbm—De:.s_t Alto—Zerawak (office)—Shwet—Karoar
iz, (office)—Baijo (office)—Merga (office)—Alamun (office)—
Tl Ashita (office)—Swara Yuni—Chal (office)—Julamerk
{office). ‘
T From Gund-i-Hadid a branch line goes to Magharah, and from
Besbin a line runs to Kuliyah and Matah Kavin.
1k
12 (¢) Postal.
E&a; Postal services exist between Mosul and all towns inside the
i frontiers. -
) Admanistration.—Posts, telegraphs and telephones come under
i the Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Baghdad.
B
i Employees—Operators and telephone repairers are drawn from
all nationalities. Christians and Jews are considered to be the
di most efficient, and attain a very fair standard of ability. The
proficiency test for operators is 20 words a minute. All classes
are employed on general construction and repair work.
Telegraph Lines, Posts, and Insulators.—All lines are overhead.
b Those crossing the Tigris at Mosul are led across the river to posts
s aligned along the masonry bridge.
oo Iron posts are most common, but wooden ones are in ‘use on
i some stretches of the lines. Wooden posts can be obtained in

any number from Dohuk and other local areas. These wooden
. posts last for three years before they are rendered unserviceable
s by the attacks of insects.

o The white porcelain insulator is in general use,

Telegraph and Telephone Apparatus.
- _ (@) Telegraphs.—The ordinary type of closed circuit instrument
is used

(b) Telephones.—Vibrator telephones are used on all lines.
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Route No. I.—ROWANDIJZ.to NERI via Shaitaneh—Kalat
Haruna—Kani  Resh—Begijni—Evlian—Neri
(63 miles).

Map References.—Degree Sheets 1/C and 1/D.
Classification.—C.4.

Geneval Description.—This route is the best and most direct
from Rowanduz to Neri. The first 12 and the last 5 miles to
Kani Resh traverse comparatively flat plain : the intermediate
miles lie across an undulating plateau of very broken nature.
The entire route is passable for pack transport in summer. Since
the old Turkish bridges crossing the Merga Su and the Rudbar-i-
Birasgird are now broken, the route is impassable after rain or
during the season of melting snow (April to June). For military
purposes it is not utilizable between December and June. ¥

™ _The road could be made fit for light carts and field guns if
ity bridging operations on a large scale were carried out. The
¥ country is bare, uncultivated and very sparsely populated.
The comparative scarcity of trees facilitates aerial reconnaissance.

The Ser-i-Berdi Pass is the most difficult obstacle, and is

closed for pack animals from January to March. This obstacle
cannot be avoided or turned.

=

»

2y

WP

Natural Obstacles—Mile 1. Rudbar-i-Rowanduz. The
destruction of the bridge would necessitate a detour of 2 miles
and a crossing by a ford impassable after rain or in season of
melting snow,

Mile 4. Ford across the Merga Su, Impassable after rain or
in time of melting snow.

Mile 12. Difficult crossing. Impassable after heavy rain.

Mile 12 to mile 15. Very steep climb ; surface very bad, road
littered with stones and boulders. At all times difficult for pack
i transport.

! Mile 23 to mile 26. Cross beds of small valleys liable to become
i swampy after rain.

Mile 26 to mile 27. Very steep descent along the re-entrant
into Haruna Plain., Surface good.

Mile 28. Ford across the Rudbar-i-Birasgird. Impassable
after heavy rain and in season of melting snow.

Mile 404. Ford across the Rudbar-i-Haji Beg. Impassable
after heavy rain and in season of melting snow. Bridge of
timber and brushwood—unfit for pack animals—200 yards above
the ford.

Mile 50. Ser-i-Berdi Pass.

Mile 60. The Shemsdinan Su. Crossed by stone bridge at
Begirdi. Destruction would necessitate fording; difficult in
winter and spring.
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I Water —Tiz Kharab (mile 15}). Stream sufficient for a
brigade, but facilities needed for watering more than 50 animals
owing to steep banks in most places.

Bir ‘Haﬂam. f:':ut’ﬁcient for a brigade from a stream running
south side of the village. Requires to be chlorinated. There is
[ a drinking water hole 200 yards east of the village sufficient for a
il battalion.
3" The Khazir Su. Good and unlimited (mile 25}).
| Jujar. -Stream 6 ft. wide ; good, and sufficient for an infantry
| brigade (mile 43%). 3
Aqra, Mgmy springs and small streams. The spring water is
[~ said to contain strong mineral qualities, and in very dry seasons
fs to be unsuitable for drinking (mile 5731),

Landing Grounds.—Aircraft can land almost anywhere in the
[ Jujar Plain if cultivation is avoided. Selected points can be
found without difficulty between Mosul and Mindan. Permanent

landing ground at Aqra.

Route No. 3—AQORA to BARZAN via Bira Kapra (21 miles),
(Three stages.)

Map References.—Degree Sheets ]J.38/T and J.38/U.

Classification.—C 4.

General Description—The whole route is a mountain track fit
for pack transport only, and is liable to be closed by snow during
the winter months,

Natural Obstacles.—There are three serious military obstacles,
viz., the Aqra Dagh, the Piris Dagh and the Greater Zab River.

Stages.—(1) Hashtka .. o o Mile 6}.

(2) Bira Kapra 2 9 Mile 15§.
(3) Barzan o = g2 Mile 21.

Water.—In first stage two streams provide sufficient drinking
water for a battalion. Water unlimited in second stage. In the
third stage no water available in summer, and would have to be
fetched from the Greater Zab (2} miles). In the winter and

ing small water courses are encountered in the third stage, but
_ are not to be relied upon in the dry season.

i Landing Grounds.—Aqra, summer only. An emergency
landing ground could be made at Bira Kapra (Zibar). No other
landing grounds possible.

Camping Grounds—Second stage is good ; first and third
£ makeshift only.

Supplies—No supplies of any quantity, but fuel unlimited
throughout. Grazing nil in summer, but small and scattered in
Spn'ng '

Tactical—The whole route is one of tactical difficulty, and
lends itself to guerilla tactics and long range sniping.
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Route No. 4—MOSUL to ZAKHO (76 miles). )
Map References—Degree Sheets J.38/T, S and M.

| 4
Classtfication.—B.2 (B.3). Limited period in dry weather B.1, a f i
1
General Description.—General direction north-north-west, The |, L
road is impassable for all motor traffic for several days at a time faurd
in the rainy season. It is built of earth for the most part untii = | @
the Zakho Pass is approached, when the surface becomes rough il
and stony. The road would deteriorate rapidly under a heavy g il
increase of traffic even in dry weather, It traverses undulating wiih
country, rising gradually about 400 ft. in 50 miles, 600 ft. in the wili
next 15 miles and 550 ft. to the top of the Zakho Pass, whence it e
drops 1,280 ft. in 7} miles to Zakho. The road over the Pass is yai
| well graded and maintained in good repair. Rolls Royce | e
| armoured cars can negotiate the sharp bends on the Pass with ‘ gt
difficulty, ki
Natural Obstacles.—The main obstacles in the route are :— Lol

Mile 31, the Bugaq Su, crossed by a steel girder bridge of silth _M
span. Stream fordable in the vicinity of the bridge in dry
weather, but impassable for motors after rain. Horsed vehicles

could negotiate it. i
Mile 44, the Dulep or Dohuk Su, similar to the Buqaq Su, and i
crossed by a steel girder bridge of two spans, Mile 68}, the Kl
Zakho Pass. e
Other Obstacles—In addition to the above there are many small i)
nullahs both wet and dry, which are crossed by culverts or small
bridges offering no obstacle to cars except after rain, 5:;‘
! Stages.—(1) Filfil TR s !
| (2) Faidah . .. .. .. Mile3. R
(3) 2 miles north of Simel .. Mile 50, i |
(4) Foot of Zakho Pass aré Mile 65. o K2
(5) Zakho - ' ¥ Mile 75, 1%
Water—None on stage 1 until Filfil is reached. Sufficient i
from a stream and a spring for a brigade until June, after which e
supply decreases. i |
On stage 2 good supply from the Buqaq Su (mile 30), and &g
i from stream at Faidah. Latter supply diminishes after June. lie 4
B Mile 43. Ample supply from the Dohuk Su. - Uik
_ Mile 50. *Sufficient for a brigade from stream. Supply &;
diminishes between June and December. 5
ﬂ Mile 55 to mile 60. Several nullahs containing water. g
| Mile 65. Water for a battalion from a spring. Village of ™)
Tark:fzah contains many springs with ample supply of good water.
Mile 76. Zakho. Unlimited supply from the Khabur, ¥
} Landing Grounds—Permanent landing grounds at Simel and
I Zalr.ho. i
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! Route No. 5—ZAKHO to AMADIA via Spindarok and Daudiyah
(554 miles).
iy 8 Map References—Degree Sheets ].38/M and N.
5} Classification.—C.4.
;: Ga_m'al Description.—From Zakho the route runs along the left
by bank of the Khabur as far as the stone bridge one mile upstream
i from Zakho, where it crosses to the right bank and keeps to it as
g far as half a mile east of Spindarok (mile 18). Here it crosses to
b the left bank and leaves the river, running east via Baroshki to
T The route is passable throughout the year for pack transport.
iR The surface in the first two stages is sandy clay, stony in places ;
bsg in the Ia.st stage very stony. Rain makes the track difficult,
but not impassable for mules. The ford over the Khabur (mile 18)
may be impassable after rain, in which circumstances the route
= keeping to the left bank of the Khabur via Armisht may be
ﬁ{q. followed.
::,. Natural Obstacles—Mile 1. Khabur river crossed by a stone
i bridge, passable by light cars and A.T. carts,
& Mile 6. Shemsin stream. Bottom soft gravel. Fordable
qi.:'- without difficulty except after heavy rain.
il Mile 18. Khabur River. Ford, stony bottom ; no difficulty
_ in fording by pack, except after heavy rain and in the flood season.
i Mile 36}. Av-i-Sarka (Supna River). Ford always passable.
i
Other Obstacles.—Several nullahs, which can be crossed without
difficulty.
Water—Stage 1 and at Spindarok. Unlimited from the
Khabur River,
Mile 25§, Two perennial streams.
Mile 28}. Springs at Baroshki village. Water bad, and would
o require chlorination.
et Mile 86}. Av-i-Sarka, Supply unlimited,
' Mile 38}, Unlimited in winter. In summer springs give
fle *  eight gallons a minute.
i Mile 47}. Anishkeh village. Water for two brigades until
end of May. Supply for one battalion always available.
o Mile 53. Bebadi. Water for one brigade summer and winter.
| Mile 55}. Amadia. Plentiful supply from spring-fed stream.
vl Landing Grounds.—Permanent landing grounds at Zakho and
i Bebadi.
i Stages—(1) Spindarok .. .. .. ~Mile 17
E (2) Ras-al-Ain . . i i ﬁgle gg
8 (8) Daudiyah .. <f s ile 38}.
N (4) Amadia .. % o Mile 55§.
&
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8 Route No. 7—AMADIA to GERMAUS via Mazurka Gorge and
£ Dargeli (48% miles). '
| Map References—Degree Sheet ].38/N,
i Classification—C 4.

General Descri_;bh'un.——f\ rough mountain track passable for
"} pack transport in dry weather. Closed by snow between
ul December and March for movement of troops. The country
by north of the ser Amad_:.‘l in Barwari Bala is very rongh and broken,

L The mountains are high and the valleys very narrow. Bevond
ks Mai the track follows the valleys, and the size and rugged nature
iy of the hills present the greatest difficulties on the route.
= The track through the Ghelli Mazurka is of solid construction,

but difficult for shod animals, owing to the slippery surface,

_ The country throughout the route is well wooded with a
Rl copious supply of water.

Natural Obstacles.—The Ghelli Mazurka (6,202 ft.).
| The Arush Pass (6,654 ft.).

The Ninene stream (mile 16). Difficult ford after heavy rain.
tid Rudbar-i-Sur (milf:'. 184). Unfordable after heavy rain and
prar in the {lood season at intervals,
ik Rough streich between Beidu and Ora, where track follows a

watercourse.

Olher Obstacles.—-Foot bridge over the Rudpar-i-Sur north-west
k| of Dargeli.
by | Several foot bridges across the Kani Masi stream between

Beidu and Ora.
Stages.— (1) Ser Amadia e 3 Mile 4}.
(2) Heyis o - < Mile 8.
(3) Dargeli 7 s 12 Mile 17.
(4) Mai .. At = s Mile 28.
(5) Ora .. - = e Mile 331.
(6) Arush 3 oy 5 Mile 44,
(7) Geramus o = Mile 481.
Water—Ser Amadia. Spring yields 30 gallons per minute
| (summer).
| Heyis. Good supply from a stream. Sufficient for a brigade
at all times,
1 Dargeli. Stream in vicinity of village.
Bt Mai. Unlimited supply from the Kani Masi stream.

Ora, From a stream running past the village.

Mile 364. Two springs.

Arush, Waterscarce, Only supply one spring with estimated

flow of 30 gallons per minute. '

Geramus. Unlimited supply in the Geramus valley.

" Landing Grounds.—No landing ground possible north of the
Ser Amadia, Permanent landing ground at Bebadi.
}
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Route No. 8.—AQRA to AMADIA (BEBADI) via Piris Dagh | *
] (40-5 miles). (Three stages.)

Map References—} in. Survey Sheet No. 137 P/NE. and
O/S.E.

Classification.—C.4.

i

e
ginl

General Description—A fairly good pack track, which with a 3
little work could be made very good. Portion of track over the Pl
Piris Dagh liable to be closed by snow during the winter months. i

Natural Obstacles.—The descent from the Piris Dagh is very e ¥
steep. At Kartia, mile 20-25, the track rises again amidst feip
boulders and in a series of rock steps.

T

Stages.—(1) Zamame ve . Mile12-%5, ol

(2) Sherana ., s e Mile 25-50, ;mﬂf_‘i

(3) Amadia (Bebadi Camp) .. Mile 40-5. faml)

500

| Water —Plentiful and of good quality. Loz
|

Supplies—Wood plentiful. Supplies for one company for e i

one day probably obtainable from most of the villages by
] commandeering,

Camping Grounds.—Good caml; site near Sherana, north of
point where two streams join. Space for about 400 men.
Unlimited space on the low ground round Amadia.

|. Tactical—Ascent of the Piris Dagh difficult in the face of
opposition. At mile 33 the track passes through a gorge. Again
' at mile 34-5 passes through a very narrow gorge, 1} miles long,
where the track is built into the wall on the west side of the
| gorge,

Route No. 9.—BARZAN to ROWANDUZ via Maznar-M
and the junction of Rivers Rukchuk and
Greater Zab (50 miles, approximately). (Four
| stages.)
|| Map References—Degree Sheet 1/D.

Classification.—C 4,

General I:)cscription.-—Except on the Desht-i-Diana the road
L throughout is only fit for pack transport, and is generally very
i rocky or stony with steep climbs and descents, Between Goratu

| and Maznar there are continuous river crossings.

. Obstacles.—The crossing of the river Rukchuk, which is about
| 75 yards wide. Before reaching Maznar the river Balikian is
L crossed and recrossed nine times. Some of the crossings are
i full of boulders, and the approaches are steep and rocky.
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R Stages.—(1) Junction of Zab and River
Rukchuk e o Mile 64,
i (2) Mergasur .. e v Mile 25.
' (3) Maznar ., = . Mile 371.
(4) Rowanduz .. i < Mile 50,
_ Water—Plentiful from the River Zab and abundant on the
gy route from Bedarun onwards.
B 5 . A
o Supplies—Nil. Grazingisgood. Fuel abundant everywhere.
M Camping Grounds.—At Barzan, on hills west and south of the
m;“: village,. At Rezan, camping ground at junction of the rivers,
- There is a good camp site at Maznar with good water and plentiful
fuel near by.
T : 7 .
A Tactical.—Generally protéctive, troops can move with the
. column, and picquetting is not necessary. The country, however,
b lends itself to ambushes, and there are many positions where even
a few men could considerably delay the march of a column. For
the greater part the route is commanded by wooded hills within
iy effective rifle fire.
i
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CHAPTER VII.

RESOURCES.

1. Crops.

Extent of Cultivated Lands.—Central Kurdistan, except in the
plains between the mountain ranges and the Tigris, is a sparsely

cultivated country. With an extended use of river water, however,
a large area north-east and south of Mosul could be rendered
productive.

Nature of Crops.—Winter and summer crops are grown, but the
latter cultivation is small owing to the lack of water in the plains.

Wheat and barley are the staple crops, but rice and other
cereals are grown where conditions permit.

Winter crops are wheat, barley, lentils, beans and millet, all
of which are mostly raised on rainwater.- Summer crops are rice,
millet, cotton, sesame, mash, onions, coriander, etc. Rice is
grown on irrigation channels from the Greater Zab in the vicinity
of villages where there are springs and perennial streams. In
the mountains, where rivers run through most of the valleys, the
summer crops are the most important. Rice is the main product,
but tobacco is also produced in certain localities. Quantities are
only sufficient for the needs of the inhabitants.

Fruits.—Fruit is grown in the mountain districts, especially
around Dohuk, where apples, pommegranates, figs, peaches and
apricots are all produced in large quantities. From the north-
eastern areas walnuts and almonds are sent down to Mosul.
Vineyards cover the slopes of the hills around most villages, those
of Dohuk and Mizuri being the largest. The grapes are dried
into raisins.

List of Products.—Products of the country are :—

(1) Wheat, barley, lentils, tobacco, rice, simsim, mash,
millet and cotton.

(2) Ladies-fingers, brinjals, cucumbers, melons, onions,
potatoes, turnips, radishes, carrots, beans and spinach.

(3) Grapes, apples, pears, plums, apricots, mulberries, black-
berries, walnuts, almonds, pomegranates, quinces
and figs.

Methods of C ultivation.—Cultivation is primitive, and the only
agricultural apparatus is the wooden plough drawn by mules,
oxen or donkeys. The general procedure is to plough and cross-
plough the land from January to the end of the rainy season.
The ground then remains fallow through the summer until rain,
when the seed is sown and ploughed in.
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TABLE 8—continued.

Crop.

Date of Sowing.

Date of Harvest.

Garden Crops—
Brinjals
Tomatoes
Cabbage
Carrots ..
Reetroot

Parsley . .
Cucumbers
Onion ..
Pumpkin T
Ladies Fingers
Sugar Melon
Potatoes
Lettuce
Raddish
Turnip ..
Spinach
Tobacco

l

} March

September

August and February
April and June
Sept. and Feb.

March

March

March
Sept. and Feb.

August

March and April

June—November

November-February

December and June
After 3 months
After 3 months

June
November
October
After 3 months
May
February
February
February

October

Quantities of Crops

mercial uses—Table 9 in

and availability for Military and Com-

dicates the quantities produced in the

year 1923-24, which was a year of good harvests.

Table 10 gives the amounts
destruction was caused by locusts.
tables it can be realised to what an exte
various districts of Central Kurdistan
of this plague. It is, therefore, well
the harvests and trading surplus for an

harvested in a year when great
By comparison of the two
nt the productivity of the
is effected by the incidence
nigh impossible to forecast
y one year. If the crops

are backward, owing to small or late rainfall, the destruction will

be the greater, especial
summer crop, is not aff

Locusis.—Locusts lay their eggs

ly in the w

heat and barley crops. Rice, a
ected, although tobacco is.

from 15th May to 15th July.

They hatch from 15th March onwards until about the 10th April,

and commence to hop four days
discern in what direction they will swa
ey begin to fly gener

they hatched. Th
ds the end of July.

and disappear towar

after hatching. It is possible to
rm about a fortnight after
ally about the Ist May
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Resources of Turkish Districts.
Sor.

The Qadha of Sor (Mardin Vilayef).—Area under cultivation
extends to about 75,000 acres, of which a half to three-quarters
lies fallow. The soil is stony but fairly fertile, the yield be‘mg

7or 8 to 1. The Qadha produces a surplus to its own needs. { [l
No recent figures for production of grain are available, but 3

the following are post-war :— i
Wheat .. 5 7,000 tons, ””jn
Barley .. 3 3,500 , e L'd}_
Millet .. i 3,500 ,, 2k
Gram .. g 2,000 ,, i
Raisins .. 500

7 -
Grape syrup .. 1,200 ,,
Other crops are rice, cotton, simsim and tobacco.

Livestock—About 20,000 sheep.

Forestry—The chief wealth of the Qadha lies in its poplar Img
plantations. Estimated number of trees is 2,000,000, gk
Midiat. o

The Qadha of Midiat (Mardin Vilayet).—Area under cultiva- -
tion 150,000 acres, of which three-quarters lies fallow, The Fn
i(,}adha does not produce any grain surplus to its own needs, and SIS

1as frequently to import from Nisibin and Jazirat-ibn-Omar. |
The soil is stony and not very fertile for cereal crops. Yield about

Dead
6 or 7 to 1. ||
The following figures of annual products are post-war :— i
Wheat .. «. 12,000 tons. iy
| Barley .. e 6,000 ,, e th
Millet — . . e 6,000 , lf
I. Raisins .. & 800 ,, :
Grape syrup .. 2,400 ,,
Of the above 400 tons of raisins and 1,200 tons of grape syrup £
are exported. '
| Livestock.—About 150,000 sheep and goats, o
: B(Iefore the war the following products were marketed in &
osul :—
WDl ;s = 20 tons. |
| Mohair . m ” i
¥ Ghi = ZESSH 80 ,, Y
. i
l. Diarbekyr, 4
L The Diarbekr District—Produces but - little surplus to its |
| own requirements. The southern plain villages feed the hill
l districts. Four hundred tons of grain, wheat and barley, in the 1
' proportion

of 2to 1, might be available in a year of good harvests.
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Annual Production.
sy Wheat .. e 6,000 tons.
k»,:% Barley .. AT 3,000 ,,
B Bt iy o 1re s 20000 0
M Gram .. .. 10000 ,
g
i Livestock—About 20,000 sheep and goats.
Derek.

The Derek Qadha (Diarbekr Vilayet).—This Qadha consists of
three belts placed in order of fertility : (i) The Jazirat-ibn-Omar
plain ; (ii) foothills and upland valleys ; (iii) hill country.

(i) The soil of the plain is fertile, and gives a yield of
20 to 25 to 1.
X (ii) Yield 12 to 1.

(iii) Very little cultivation. Yield 6 to 1. Inhabitants
subsist chiefly on their flocks and on the collection of
oak-galls.

et Irvigated Crops.—A number of villages in classes (i) and (ii)
g grow rice, which is renowned for its good quality.
Forests—Supply oak-galls, with an annual production of
fir o about 200 tons.
the Fruits—The hill villages cultivate vines. Yearly product of
';fﬂ raisins and grape syrup is put at 1,000 tons.
eix Diza-Gawar and Julamerk.
The Diza-Gawar-Julamerk Area (Hakkiari Vilayet).—This
e area has mnot recovered from the devastation of the War.
Irrigation channels have fallen into disuse and only sufficient
for the population is produced.

In the 1925 operations the Turkish forces brought down

supplies from Van.
e Elk.
The Elk District (Hakkiari Vilayet).—In normal years there
is no surplus.
el Shernakh-Sloops. _
Shernakh-Sloopi Area (Sairt Vilayet).—In the foothills of the
Sloopi and south-west to the Tigris good harvests are obtained.
Grain and bhoosa are surplus to local needs, and are marketed
in Jazirat-ibn-Omar.
S Van. 2 : :
i The Van Area—Wheat and barley are the chief grain supplies,
n;; with rye and a small species of millet. Simsim and linseed are
:réﬁ also grown. The main supply centres are the Van and Alashgird
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f',ft’ "
Sheep, goats, oxen, cows, horses, mules and donkeys consti-
Ly, tute the main wealth of most of the inhabitants of Central Kur-
distan, Cattle have a well-developed hump, the natural reserve
vy for foodstuff, which enables then] to survive the hot summer
:-—i'r?: season, when all herbage except in the river areas is withered
%ty and dry.
Details of the different species are given in the following table :—
Uit
TasLE 12.
| Catlle.
B, os Animal. Remarks. } _ District
ST e | in which found.
e - o
- Cows . The native bred cow is small | Generally,
fodde o and does not give much milk
ik i —about 4-5 quarts a day.
e Average price Rs. 50-Rs. 80
S0 iy Sheep, Goats Wool is exported to Baghdad. | Zibar % 13,900
Rams of two years of age | Dohuk <= 113,685
- are: bought by merchants | Amadia <, 26,000
g e for export to Syria. All | Zakho .. 130,000
§, Wiy sheep are of the fat-failed | Aqgra «a 97,000
it 25 vatiety and are ‘'mostly | Shaikhan .. 135,209
0 o white, although some are | Mosul district 250,000
i r_' brown. The former give | The nomad Herki,
L the best wool. Prices vary | Artushi and Surchi
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15. Goats tribes own large flocks
supply meat, milk, and hair of sheep and goats.
Y s for manufacturing of cloth These  tribes are
and rugs. The supply of located in  Aqra,
sheep for military purposes Zakho, Dohuk and
in W presents no difficulty, pro- Shaikhan districts in
ik vided good prices are paid. winter and migrate to
Neri, Diza-Gawar,
Julamerk and Ushnu
in supumer,
Buffaloes There is a small trade in buffa- | Mosul - 700
loes, which are exported to | Dohuk & 55
Anatolia from the Zakho | Amadia .. nil
F=m neighbourhood. Numbers | Zakho . 23
are small outside the Mosul | Agqra =~ .. 18
T area, Shaikhan .. 84
re Zibar - nil
fie - Bullocks .. | Are used for ploughing and | Aredistributed generally
for irrigation purposes in throughout.
w the raising of water by lifts Numbers.
- or na'eors (Persian wheels), | Agra i 2,000
i They are also used for trans- | Shaikhan .. 2,500
5 port by natives, Prices | Zibar o 2,000
. 3 from Rs.70 to Rs.120. Zakho ' .. 2,200
i Dohuk B 2,000
i Amadia .. 1,200
: Mules, Horses, | See para. 4 (3) of Chapter VI : O
Donkeys,
Camels.
—
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@l
| The importation of stud animals in the form of Sindi and | .;gm‘
Ayrshire bulls employed on the Military Dairy_Fa.rm at Mosul | gt ¥
resulted in progeny showing a marked increase in size and milk jibe
production. Time has now almost eliminated this characteristic ey

from the crosses. A great susceptibility to rinderpest was noticed flows
in these animals,

3. Dairy Produce.
Dairying is not an industry in Central Kurdistan, Milk, e
butter and cheese are produced locally for the requirements of i
the inhabitants only. Quantities are so small as to be of no ;;
value for military purposes. "
ans
4. Trausport. =
Motor transport can be used on the road systems radiating i
from Mosul to centres on the edge of the mountain ranges. It e
could also be employed on certain portions of the roads in the
vicinity of Van, Diarbekr, Diza-Gawar and Urimieh plain. The "
general form of transport, however, available for military purposes W
in Central Kurdistan, is pack. Pack animals in order of importance et
are mules, horses, camels, donkeys and bullocks. 55;
m
(1) Motor Transport.—There are a certain number of motor st
vehicles available for transport purposes in Mosul, which could s
be requisitioned. Numbers are as follows :— &l
i
i1/}
TasLE 13. :hrg
Motor Transport. kd
.
fhe
Type. Number. Rate of Hire. i
3-ton lorries . . o i 3 Arrangement.,
] 14-ton lorries s < 21 A
] 1-ton trucks. . o iR 41 } 12 per ton per mile. ]
g Cars of various deseriptions. 243 Summer, annas 6 per mile.
Fords and Overlands Winter, annas 8 per mile.
mostly.
i
8
. 5 by & L]
The following men are in a position to contract for the supply '
of motor transport :—
_ Lufti ibn Ibrahim.
' Jamil ibn Ibrahim. |
. Jamil Dallal.

i Jaboori ibn Ghazool. |
There are few motor vehicles owned outside Mosul. '
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Ry (2) Draught Transpori—The use of draught transport is
lily confined to the roads, which, during the rainy season, may be
tuiy unfit for several days at a time owing to the very heavy nature
ity of the soil. Draught transport will undertake the conveyance of
Rt stores and goods outside their own local areas. Details are as
’ follows :—
TABLE 14,
Draught Transport.
Ly
!'::U"' Type. Quantity. Load. Rates of Hire.
Springless, 1- | 90, of which 60 are | § ton Varies with the time
or 2-.mule usually immediately of year and district
carts. available. to which they are
to proceed.
i .
s} Hiring can best be done by reference to the Municipal
ik authorities in Mosul, outside of which few carts are available.
am, &
e (3) Pack Transport.—Troops operating in the mountains of
gt Central Kurdistan are entirely dependant on pack animals for
their transport. The supply of these animals will greatly depend
on the attitude of the inhabitants, who, if benevolent, are in a
iam position to offer the use of very large numbers of mules and
i o horses. Numbers available for requisition will also depend on
the time of the year that they are required, as the nomadic tribes,
which pass the winter and early spring in the foothills to the
north-east and north-west of Mosul, own mules and horses which
they utilise for transport purposes on their migrations. It would
be difficult, however, to induce the nomads to hire their animals ;
and, unless the tribes adopted an openly hostile attitude, when
=3, their animals conld be seized, supplies could not be relied on
£ from this source.
Types of Pack Animals.—The following are types of pack
fa transport in general use :—
mk
i Mules—These are by far the most important transport
animals and can be taken throughout Central Kurdistan. Mules
= can traverse the most difficult mountain tracks, which horses
would be unable to negotiate. They can also be induced to swim
sl across rivers more readily than other pack animals.

Horses.—Horses can be used on the tracks which keep to the
_valleys. They are not so hardy as mules, and require more
attention and feeding. The native bred horse or pony 1S sure
footed and seldom makes a mistake, but they are not often seen

in the mountain areas.

(C 16145)
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In
} Donkeys.—Donkeys are plentiful everywhere and are most =
nseful animals. They can carry a fair load and need little ,]
attention. -
Camels—The use of camels is generally practical in the areas
bordering the mountain ranges, except in wet weather. Camel
convoys are used to «;upp[} troops in the Amadia and Rowanduz
areas, and are sometimes utilised on the Rowanduz-Rayat road. =
Bullocks.—These animals are used by the natives, but are 50
of no value for military purposes.
Quantities Available. o
=
TasLe 15. e
: =3
Pack Animals. '
d
Shaik- : ;
Type. |Zakho. Lan. | Agra. | Zibar. |Dohuk Amadia. Mosul.
Mules. . 500 | 200 150 10 120 200 400 MY
Horses 10| 150 | 100| 20| 120 26 400 » O
Donkeys| 250 | 80| 200| 900 | 150 | 416 600 o
Camels —- 130 | — — e —_ 8,635
| -
The following numbers of animals used for transport purposes |
are in the possession of the nomad tribes wintering inside 'Tragq o
territory. wi
ut
TABLE 16. 5
Animals in the Possession of Nomad Tribes. o
i)
3 } Transport gl 8
Tribe, Section. Animals. Habitat in 'Iraq. i
Doski ki — 340 Germawah near Dohuk
Herki .. | Saidan 1 200 Agra Qadha |
y .. | Mandan wo | 200 i 2 |
(] O . 270 Asha'ir Saba' 1
Artushi . Shera!a.n ' 774 Dohuk Qadha 5
" .. | Hajjan & 587 Zakho Qadha f
# .| Mahmedan .. 101 Near Simel and Dohuk
i 3ia Z:udan i 194 Zakho Qadha
2 A ;‘,Zedxk i 469 Shaikhan Qadha
o .. I Elkian i 13 Dohuk Qadha
' . " i 44 Shaikhan Qadha
'l .. | Gavdan - 193 Dohuk Qadha
| o ++ | Geravi e 55 " " 1
| o .. [ Artushi = 126 e " |
| G .. | Zherki A 12 o s |
} ” e Qashuri . 40 |
! Mamhoran ., s 7 |
I Huwairiyeh ., | Isiyan S 38 Near Zakho
| (Yezidis)
f
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:?;?1 Loads, Forage Ration, and Rales of Hire.—Table 17 gives the
8 approximate loads carried by pack transport with their forage
ration and rates of hire.
I
h:‘_"]‘[‘ﬁ
e [y TasLE 17.
] Rt = :
o Loads, Forage, Rates of Hire.
e e i | Rate of Hire.
Animals. Normal Load. | Forage Ration.
Working, !‘Non-wnrk.ing‘
Mules .. | 180-200 lbs.) | 10 Ibs. barley and | / Rs. 2/8 Rs. 2/-
Horses .. | 160-200 Ibs. f'| 10 1bs. bhoosa Rs.3/- Rs.2/8
Donkeys 120-150 Ibs. 8 1bs. barley and | [ Rs. 1/8 Rs. 1/~
8 Tbs. bhoosa { URs. 2/- Rs. 1/8
— Camels .. | 300 1bs. in the| In summer are fed | According to the length
hills, 350 1bs.!  on desert scrub. | of the journey. No
L | intheplains, In winter sub- | special ratelaid down.
Sl [ sist on a mixture
Wil of bran and flour
ol made into balls
L about 6 in. d{a— |
& meter, four being |
the ration. |
it Rates of hire depend on the season of the year and whether
it 5 crops are scarce or plentiful. Pack animals obtained locally will
work anywhere they are likely to be required. The difficulty is
not with the goodwill of the owners to send them outside their
own districts, but is with the supplying of them in the sparsely
£ cultivated areas in the mountains where grain is scarce and
- insufficient for the needs of an influx of a large number of animals.
In most cases enough fodder and grain has to be carried to last
i the journey.
T Pack Saddles.—The pack saddles in common use are made of
i canvas and padded with straw. Loads are tied on either side of
i the animal, equally balanced, by means of ropes. Considerable
b time is lost if loads have to be taken off to negotiate any difficult
g piece of country in the mountain tracks.
| D8
s 5. Minerals.
f{m The mineral wealth of Central Kurdistan consists of various
B ores and of earthy minerals such as salt and gypsum and of the
fuels, coal and oil, The commercial value of the minerals is a
question for the future. The difficulties of transport and the
unsettled condition of the country have so far prevented their
profitable exploitation except for local purposes. Information as
to the extent and grade of the mineral deposits is still inadequate.
Economic geology can at present only direct attention to the
i F2

(C 16145)

BRITISH
Avyan

\H s i de S duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/AT7/15/46 g sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4x ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00009b :4x<d il ki dg8a e (ya el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100041348440.0x00009b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

=
o
-
>
=

=
2
=
o
o

(T e/r00) [BY o] "(Clim S awyg) 4 ddhaiall 3 all (o (5 Sue &

132
probable positions of the future mining fields without being .:
able to indicate whether the mines are capable of immediate fi
development. gl
Such details as are available are given in the following table :— irj:
TABLE 18, b |
Mineral Resources of Central Kurdistan.
Mineral. Where found. Remarks,
Coal .. | At Dohuk, Alqosh, Harbol, | Deposits are bituminous and
Sheranis, Zakho, and in the of little wvalue as steam |
| Doski country. In the Boh- coal. The Zakho deposits
| tan walley and north of were the subject of an
| Mardin. elaborate German report ‘
during the war, They are
not worked. I
Sulphur.. | There are numerous sulphur | Sulphur is not worked. =
springs scattered over the
Mosul district,
Tron .. | Barwari-Bala and in the | Deposits not worked. l /]
Bohtan valley. i
lead .. | Barwar-i-Bala and the upper | Lead has never been worked, 3
valley of the Greater Zab. N
Salt .. | Exists at Nerva ) .. | Annual production 370 tons.
Copper .. | Said to exist west of Lake | The extent of the deposits
Urumieh in Ushnu neigh- and their value has never
bourhood, been investigated.
The Arghana-Maden Cop- Worked by an Italian :
per Mine (Diarbekr district). Company. Ore is railed
from Mardin-Alexandretta
for export. -
Gypsum, | Exist in the hills and foothills | The marble is 2 soft-grained ]
marble, near Mosul in large quanti- stone, and is much used
limestone|  ties, for building purposes and
for the manufacture of
! mortar or ' juss.”
! Oil .. | Thére is an oil well at Zakho | The reéfinery at Zakho has an
' annual production of—
| Kerosine, 7,200 galls.
s Burning oil, 38,400 galls.
| Inferior petrol, 2,880 galls.

_ The gypsiferous rocks, which appear on the surface in the
‘ Zakho neighbourhood, seem to offer possibilities of oil in
considerable quantities.

6. Timber.

Timber is obtained mainly from the districts about the Turco-
| 'Iraq frontier and from the mountainous region north of Rowanduz.
i These districts supply walnut, chestnut and poplars, all of which

are utilised for building purposes.
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