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PREFACE

URING the fodd yeirs® of warlare we wtiised i |
Mesopotamis, frooy fret to last, the services of 5383 702 |
officers' and men, while against us the enemy would appear
to kmve employed onby sbout hall that number,  Cur action
destroyed Germmn dreams of dominance which constituted
a peil mennce to the seécinity ol our Indian Empire and 1o oor .
ged communications east of the Red Sea; it brought about
the defeat of Pan-Turkish ambitions in Concssia, Persia and
Central Asin:; it assured the independence of Persin and |
Afghanistan ; and it opened to Mesopotamia a procpect of
pmsperity which she hid not known lor hundreds of years.
Dimpite these achievements, there has been muoch controversy ,.r"""}"
regarding the justification of =0 great an effort on our part :
in what was admittedly a subsidiory military operation, N
penerully on the grounds that the same results could have been )
nm\umcrh\r action elsewhere with less expenditure of men and
irmierinl, _
In the oourse of the firet year, our small force, ill-equipped
ad 1 was for warfare in a land of roadless swamp and desert,
aftuined considerable success. The faulty initinl Turkish
dipositions by which Mesopotamia was denuded of adequate
means of defence, the heavy losses which thetr Third ¥
sefferad in its attempt to invade the Caucasus and the effort
Turkey had to make in defence of the Dandanelles, ol con-
tibuted to facilitate this success. But it Jed to our under-
eitimating the enemy's capacity and to our overisokmg or
disrogarding our own insufficient means. As a result, in the
next six months, we found ourselves involved in misfortune,
attended by heavy loss of life and by moech misery and sufiering I
for thouwsands of our men. For thhukﬁiﬂﬂ?ﬂ
iradequate preparation which were respons t &
| -mrw:::ql mdjﬂtduah have been held more of Jess respotisdble. r
| But there were also other contributory reasons which exemplify
the disadvantujges under which a democratic government labours

s L= frore Dlut October, 1914, when the Adsimaity asd the Indu Office
I il ‘-'-':4 " pbegrei, o dhe Armition oo Jlat October, 1910
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in the direction of war, and it is now generally admitted that, as
& nation, we cannot scqguit ourselves of blame in the matier,
Aftdr the surrender of Kot, it was of sdvantépe 1o s that
tstead of prossing his good fortone, the encmy despatehed
an army corps to mvade Persia and left us unmolested on th
Tigrls to rest and reorganise.  This Persian project wae a
manifestation of the Pan-Turkeh aims of the enemy which,
I.'|:|.'|:u1:|5|11.||,||: thi L dominated his !'.h.'rrl::.' I:i_:r the allimate
detriment of lis I'.n:i';il:lr:.' rrporrlhrln'. -| hrr 11:||j..'|_n wir of 1311 1
resnlind i (e loim of Turkey's lnst Afocan possosstons and of
slands in the SEgean.  The Balkan war of 1912 followed with
dlsastrons militory defest and e Bolissrsn  sitack {501
Constantinople itself, and the loss of Eurepean wilavels mnd
ol yet other Kgean islands.  These humiliating events had
Even an imnpetis to the Pan-Turkism which was then beginning
o replace in the minds of mfloential and Hterate Turks thet
Pan-lslamic and Pap-Turandan ideals. During the war,
whether soquiescod in by Genmany or not on the grounds that
its action would eobarrass both o and Hussia, this palicy
led the epemy time and again to ignore the reguiTements
of his soyibern fronts in favour of projects which almed at
termtorial expongon i Persls apd (he Caucasys Al the
! present day the mme Pan-Turkism s evident in the unoop-
jrr-:rmi:i:n[.: nntiotuhism of the Tarldsl State
We went to Mesopotamia primarily to defend our cssential
| tntereste at the head of the Persinn Gutf and 10 counter Tura-

German designs to embarrazs s in the Middle Fast. As the ?
| tions progressed, however, it became incrensingly apparent |
| that—owing o the Turco-German nttempts to exploit the |
! wenkness of Persia, the latent hostility to us m Afghanistan 1

wl the unreliability of the tribes an the north-west frontier
| of India—ithe presence of our force on the Tigris was of materil I

nzsistnnce 1o the secunity of Indin, at a period when the freater
part of her ary wias serving overseas [t"r'r' wire thus presentad
with an additional incentive to capture Haghdad, o suocess
which we follwed up by taking beavy toll of ihe disporssd
Torkish forces.  From this period onward the Turks wwre
never able to stop any of our sdvances, and the elose of the
campaign found s operating simultaneotsly on the Caspim,
within a few miles of Mosul and near Ana on the Euphrats,
Le., on o frontage of about 600 miles. The extent of this
frontige and the great length of our lines of communicatisn I

in advance of Baghdad are sufficient testimony to the afficienty

of our reorganisution . '
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During the Iast phase of the ign, dealt with in the

presont volume, our uEnqzrltlurur in r:l.a.mijl contritnated
wnly indirectly to the fnal dewniall of the envmy, Bot the
action we took in Perda and on the Caspinn prevented the
Turco-Garman eastweard thrst from cencling a really dingeroas
stage. The detachment of large Twrkish forces to the Cavcasns
at o perod when their Syrian and ian fronts were in
newd of reinforcement s difficult to understand from a
v military point of view, 1t cim only ba explained satis-
ﬂﬂﬂfﬂllhﬁﬂmﬂﬁmlﬁﬂﬂﬁmmﬁhmﬂﬁ
nutiopal ieal by building ap a new state which would inclade
the mecient bome of ther mee.

In 1914, the inmer group of Turkizh lenders saw i the war,
which they were convinced would be won by Gmnm'._?. an
opportunity ol attaining the fulfilment of their temitoril
ambations ; and it ods said that the governing considerafion
which secured Turkish support for Germooy was her
emaring Turkey possession of Rossian Armenia, North-West
Petsla, the Moslem provinoes of Capcasia and the Trans-
Caspian region, Nether Egypt nor the Arsb provinces of
Tukey—wath the possible exception of Mosul and the area
comecting it with North-West Persda—contained n Torkish
w— Indeed, both regions, from geographical, ethnical

political cavses, had in the past ved themselvies o hiavy
lahility and a source of danger and weakness rather than ol
strength to the Ottoman Empire.  They were therefore of little
value in Pan-Tutkish eyes.  But, In Gennan eyes, Symd and
Palestine offeved the oulstanding military advantage of ﬁhﬂhﬁ
the Turks to carry out operations sgainst the Suex Canal ¢
1 , and Mesopotamia bad always been essential for the
ent of German estern n.mhii.‘-ulth-. This conflici nllhr
was evident throughout the war, It was apparently 1y
owng o German influence that the Tmhundﬂmknpug?m
agdinst the Suez Canal ; and in 1917, when Enver insisted on
the project for the recapture of Baghdad, he was scrving
German interosts and at sumne thne appealing to the Pan-
Tutks through the recovery of the control of the main foute
. Mastuphs Kemal Pasha is said to
the ng of 1518 Masin 15
hﬁﬂlﬂm&h a strong position in the Pan-Turkish party
that he was oble to dictute the policy 1o be followed. The
Hrest-Litovsk negotiations were in progress, any Russian
military recovery was tmprobable, and the Tartar tribes of the
Cancasus oflered a grest intact military reserve as @ suitable
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Turkish instrument  Mustaphs Kemal acoordingly inmsted that
immediate steps should be tiken to realise  Pan-Torldsh
aspirations in the East He considesed thot Germany was
cortitn to lose the war and that if, by s concluskon lirleay
comkd place LMNINN) troops in Teand-Canrasin, the oth it ed
Entente Powers would find it impossible to eject them,  With
this number of men available, Mustaphs Kemal saw no limnit
to the possibslities ol Turkish expansion eastward | and he
considesedd that Torley would thos obtin temtonsl gains
fur outweighing any losses which might oceur elsewhere

The fallore of the Torkish plans wad die, i Mustapha
Kemal's opinion, to tha facts that the policy he advocated
was not adopted in time and that the Turks were unable to
popcentrate sufficient numbers in the Cancasos

In concluding this history; the Aothor desires onoe agon
v express lis miosd grateful scknowtedgmoents to all the officees,
officials apd viber individunls who have boen so good as 1o
anednt bim in varous wavs. The able und invaluable atd given
him by his personal assigtant Colone] F. E. G. Talbat has miel
ficilktatsd his task and the |.|::i||1_l,' ol sl fonr yalomes fois been
etihanced by the excelleat indexes prepared by Laptun U =
Dxburgh, M B, and Mr. C. ¥V, Dwen of the Historical Section
He is nadebtedd to the Imperial War Museum, the Hesdguarters
Roval Alr Force, Mesopotamia, Lieotonant-Colonel C. |
Matthews, I3.5.0, and Lisutenant-Colonel K. Kennion, CLE.,
for the 5r]:u||:-|;r:1|.1h-. Ir"|'l-:ll:||.|.|1|'|-1|. m thits vialumia

A st of the principal svents of the campaign is given on
P w=vii and Appemmlin XLVIIT conteins a statement of
the units of the Indian . showing their prescot titles as
commipared with those they bom during the speratiom
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CHAPTER XXXVIL
MAY, JUNE AND JULY, 1817,
{MATS MUSOPOTAMIA AND 34

FTER a seres of hard-fought actions ex over
three months, General Mauda had captured ] o
the 11th March. But it had taken his troops another seven
weeks” hard and almost continmous 1 to clear his fromt
and] flanis sufficiently to secure his of that city and 1o give
him room for manoceuvre in it defence. this period
the disippainiing bnactivity of the Russians on his right hoad
not anly added to the opposition he had encountered but had
prevented his obtaining as decisive success os he had
The Turkish X111 Corps, rediced to an estimated strength, at
ihe beginning of May, of 800 sabres; 7.800 rifles and 68 guns,
had, however, been forced back into the area wuth of Kifrd
bounded by the Diyvala and the Jabal Hamrn ; thew XVIII
Corps, reduced to an estimated strength of 450 sibres, 7,250
rifles and 34 guns, had been driven up the T to a point
about thirteen miles above Samarrs® ;| and Euphrates
detaclkment had been obliged to retire to Ramodi, some thirty
miles westward of Falluja.
With one cavakey and four infantry divisions at the front and
with a fifth infaniry division ing to copcontrate at
Baghdad, Genieral Maude folt that his sitwation was, for the

mportant operations during the hot weather, its wiLs
bound to have besn weakened by the heavy losses and the
serbes of defeats it had recently sustuined.  Mon L It was
mhcahnﬂalimd.nmmhimmﬂnﬂiumﬁth:
and its long lines of communication were known to be still but
imperiectly or Consequently Genenil Maide concluded
that he have some four months in which to rest and
reorganise his fores and to prepare for further hoatilities.
Ever since his capture of Baghdad he had been thinking ot
hie plans, and preparing for the hot weather. His first con-
sideration was naturally the gemeral security of his force, and

= At this the Turkm Bad sn sdvancml detechmant covering thesr
imata bedy at Timit
it H B
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z HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESUOPOTAMIA ¥

his dispositions for this will be given herculter. But he pad
great attmition to the srmngements for the health and weliare
of his officers and men, to help them through a very trying and
monntonous period. during which he realised how essential it
would be to keep bodies and minds o= well exercised as the
exigencies of the climate would permit.  Cnly o small part of his
force conld proceed on leave, and another part would have to
hald onir ugﬂ'.qnu_'u_-q] positions, But for the romainder comps
were libd out on selected sites along the river banks, and
were firnished with well orgunised- hospitals, comteens and all
posdible ments of reereRtion.

In o memorsndum which be ssue] to his chief subordinnt
conmanders on’ the Tth Mey, General Maode, after warning
them that it was msential to be at all tmes prepared for an
enemy ofiEnsive, irosted Thit the next few months might be &
perind of well-arned fest for those who had done so mopnd-
feently and fought so gallantly. The first step was to make
tirtnin points  secure defrnsively, improving: the  defences
week by week, s0 a5 to free the balk of is troops for offensive
mction as necesary,  Simultancossly arrangements were to be
made to give the troops the maximum of comfort possible in
regard to sconmmodation and witer. The memorandum wesd
ofl to emmphusiss the importance of maintaining & high stondard
ol disclpline and triining, the necessary exorcises being carried
out, as the heat increased, In the eardy morning and late
cvening, steps were 10 be taken at ence 1o comiplete the war
equipment of onits in every particutar ; and when granting
| have® commanders were to bear in mind, not enly the necessdty
' for keeping up the discipline and tridning of mnits at a high
l_ standard, but alw the possibility of thelr having to take Iqﬁr-

field at short noties., .

| A portion of General Pavioff's Ruossian foroe was still holiding

the line of the Diyals in the vicimity of izl Ribat @ bat thee

secmed little peospect that the Russians would display

greater military activity than they had done duriig the past six

weeks, i consequently came o8 8 complete surprise to General

Maude to reoctve, on the night 7th/Sth May, a message from

Leneral Haddatz, commanding the advanced Russian forco

_ on the Dival, saying that he was crossing that river on the '
| Bth, with the object of capturing Kitri, and asking for British
I'.'I‘:--I-L]'.l:'r:]t:lnl'l m the Delli Abbas and Band-i-Adhaim divectjions,
In spite of difficuity, owing to the short notkee, in making the
neCessary iransport arrangements, Genernd Mamle mannged
0 despatch two small enlumne on the 8th to divert the enery's

E = -
Tiy bt end of Juss well ovir 20,000 ofcery Imbeith
Motk o B ey b o nod men hed wk m 1

BRITISH
AdvHan
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BRITISH PLANS 3

attention and prevent him from reinforcing his front T

General Raddate.  One of these columns advanced from Diltawa
and the other from Barore, and both gained contact with the
enemy on the 12th near Deill Abbax and Band-l-Adlsim
mespertively, In the meantime Hitde pews had been received
from the Ruossians | but on the 12th reports were reoeived that
they had been driven back again across the Diyala, and this

retaks Haghdad as soon as they could, unless the Russian
sitmation devidoped more favourably than thien seemed pro-
bable. 1f the Turks made soch an attempl, Genemal Maude
should set on the principles he had adopted since his socupation
of Bughidad, and shoalk] make kis force s mobile as possible,
increasing its mobility and power of manocuvre by preparing
beforehand suitable defensive positions.  He thus grt
time and opportunity to strike the Torks qub and hard
before thisy mumd ::n*m.p- traie to strike mmehewmh:f
toaviaid any danger of béing lecked up in oT k
mﬂlﬂmgﬂlm’l'l was to Lebegruph his inteations when be hid
vonsidired his plans.

When this telegram was sent, the General Staft at the War
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4 HISTORY OF THE WAR

1'J.IJ-:'.'1.:'-IJ- lI|.|'II:|.i----_ Wi l.-|uj|||! b COEldEing n::r';-rl'-.l_ 5 '|_l'_'|_||:_|r|_|'. tin thie
defence ol Py In, the  Mosul-kifn-Tikrit - arey  in
Mugopotamis the Turks could pmbably supply 200,000 men,
llirn--quurlc-r.n ol Ll combotants, though it was doubifal {
theiyt could malntiln that number south ol Tikrit to attack
Genoend Maude, ad it would in any case tike them a Jong time
b, obtiin the necessary irapsport; Geoernl Mawde, ghle o
ruiggels FOUOO to SO inen at and nerth of Baghdasd amd o n
ermtal positicon between the Tarkash nes of sdvanee, should be
abie to deny Baghdad to the enemy. But to prevemt the Turks
irim PR TAling mio Per=ia via Kermanah th w gl limve
to senel remforoements o Genernd Mawde and |_:-||_.'|.1.j| 1he
additional river and railway transport required to maintain his
icreased force.  Lhus, i order to bold Baghdod, 5o seduction
of Ceeneral Mande's foroo was possible and 1t might have tn be
momnisrced.

As regurds the East generally, the muin omclusion come 1o
was that if Russia made a separate posce the war might be
pralonged and we should have 6 economise miore D VEr 11
our shipping Consequently, in the meantime, we gl [0
follow a walching policy and limit our forces in the Hast to the
i required for the defence of our esaential mteress

Creneral Mande replied to the Chiof of the Iniperial General
Stafl’s telegram on the 22nd May, hiving delased his anewer
ter msvertiin more clearly the extent o which Russian STt
mmight be expected. It appeored increasingly evident, he s,
that yucl support would not be Vignrats,  Lontinuing, Lreneral
Maude wuid that the Tarks might advine: rowards Baghdad
by threw lines, Lo through the Jabal Hamerin and Shakbiwibain,
down the Tigris or down the Euphrates :  and ils v could
mtilise one or more of these lines nceording to Lheir nirmbers

General Mande mtended to hold the line Bugquba-Sindiyva,
which was being strongly entrenched, till such fime as e
ussians occupied Kifri, On the Tigris be bLad selacied o
| strong position covering Samurra station and another lavel
[ wilh it on the left bank of that river.  This latter porttion was

not being held for the time being, but it could be o upied and
antrenched at aliort notice® The pesition envering Samaorm
stution and 4 second ane, two to thres miles in mar of it on
the right bank, wers being entroncled : whils a third Position
about Istabulat had boen eelociad and would be enltrenched
showld it seem desirable to do so futer Un the Euphrotes he
would hold Fallujn. The remainder of his force  would
i ultimately be disposed in the first instande abouf Sumaika.

| * Samarrs bien was beld s s .r|.-1.:|.t..-'4_-"_ :lu1.l._'er-:r-l- wrrn fhirg um.muu:;
trocgs fo bold more ;. ead he desirnbiliy of holding hs ledt Bank aa wotl us
the Hght bank position wasld depnid on bow the miltbiey sitation vl opesd.
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PROBABLE TURKISH FLAKS 5

Balul, with a bridgehead on the left bank of the Tigris naar jts
junction with the Adhaim, =0 42 to be in 4 position to strile
rapicly towands Defli Abbas, Band-i-Adhsim er Samarrs as
ooy T :
to b the most sultable to deal promptly and effectively with
any reasonablé numbers brmﬁln.p.hsthﬁn,
In future operations, m brwdging trains and transport
MW factors. India had been asked to supply
s E |
~Spimarma radway lne developed®  Genernl Maade trocted
that the despatch of the remainder of the mechanical
!l.'l:l:l:lEﬂul:lnd, approved in Nowember 1916, ekt bwe v teid,
and he nsled for some miotor loerles to foalitate the tapad
movernent of infantry, He did not like 1o ask for extra troops,
but if India could spare him two infantry bri and four
artillery batteries, he conld free a cavalry and five infantry
divisions entirely for action on the Divals and Tigns fronts.t
In the middle of April Genernl Mande had alrendy asked for
another air squadron.  During the operations fn April lis ore
squasidron had proved insafficient and none of its "
were such effective fighting muchines as some of those possessed
by the encmy, The n r of these encmy machines, more-
ovier, wan rehnbly reported as about to be increased.
O the Bdeh May, the Director of Military Intelligence al the
mmm Lﬂgﬂpﬁrﬂ to Creneral Hnuge thq.:h: Turkish
was oot expectad doring the sumimer |
that prnh:ﬁ? ﬂm%mﬂreh{mﬂﬂ- Palestine army ;
while thﬂi;ﬂghl be expected to transfer troops from their
Cancasus front Lo tamia or Palesline in case of need, s
thay considired o offensive there wonld be habe
for sime months to come. uuﬂmﬂthl.luﬁr::ctnrul i
In noe sentl snodther telegram, siying it wes reported
t_‘nah':-.“hiﬁ&p-ﬂ Mackensen attended a conference at Cons
at which a Turkish offensive in Mesopotamia via the Diyala line
wis decided on, and that 10,000 men from the Ist, [lth and
19th Divisions had been sent to Mosul.  Vehib Pasha was to
comiriand in Mesopotamizs and was to be relieved in the Cancasus
by Mustapha Kemal, On the 2Hh, the Chief of the Imperial
e e o emtea] Whkgiarn T cosral Muas anid Shat e Nt wsking
oo lgus o e wis mob & dacisive frant -

f In
i Mappedp il W
Bt T fnle that h-mﬂi b represent his views. whes the Chislof the Insperial
wai quits prepared for & retsal

Sl ol decide.
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L HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

General Staff informed General Maude that he could make i
definite engagement 10 send additional troops to Mesopotamia,
as this would depend on the termination of the campaign in
East Africa, the progress mads o raising new apits in India,
and the situstion i that country
A few words are hefe nocissary regarding the sitdation
Indin. On the 13cth May, the Commander-in-Cliaf in India
had telegmphed to the Chief of the Impennl Generul Staff
that the Morth-West Frontler situation was less favourable
than if had Deen for a year past. This was due mainly to
three Neeodis—4a contiiidous sones of ootrages by the Mahspd
Woeirs, coloinating in three recent incidents in which our
somowihat inexperdenced troops then gumisoning the boeder
had been mmiher severdly handied ; the disturbed comditions
in North Persia and Hussian Turkestan arsng from  the
military wealkness of Russia; and ihe sctivities of the Persian
Hepoblican Party. - All these factors were likely to affect not
only the situation in Afghanistan, bt alsn, unlss we took
prompt steps to show them that we swere able to hold our oan
and exact pumishment for misdeeds, the tribes on our North-
West Frontier. The Commander-in-Chief estimated that five
infantry biggades altogether woukl be tequired to panish the
Mahsuds; und, as he would have to hold other forces in
readiness 1o watch Ui Tost of 1he frontier, be found 1t necessary
te detain in India for the time belng seven British Territorial
and three Indian battalions under orders for Egyvpt and East
Africa respectively
While realisdng the undestrability of lockmg np troops in
|| this manner, HM l.llﬂl'l.'l-'ll:!lh".l'l'l. laft the decision as to the
. propisod punitive expedition against the Mahsude to the
|I Lrovermmenl of India, as I'h'j_'l'l,ﬂ in the betrer pesition ti decids
on the course in wiich lay the least sk In India it was felt !
[J_'l.'lr the military weakness of Russin was having such an i
effect in Persia that there was overy chance of an exriy Teviv | :
of the Turco-German . r e f
Lresy plans for an cxtension of the wir easi- i
ward through Persia. It was, considisrwd that prampt action
Wils fecessary l-;_':j-hﬁ'wh! ] rr.nﬂugnlqun on the Indinn feomntier,
the results of which could not be foresess, The extent and |
A fure of the Mahsud border rendered an efiective blockade
I;T:J_J:dhjzl-::l'ur g:;aﬁtﬂt'wnfd“ghmhmn‘ thoroughly  wnder-
behall.  The lktl-t Wi l]mra- - ':'l;g{ Il'm‘ |J|-'n_l s St ]
e R " period of mactivity in Mesopotamia
- ﬂmw ||L|.l..1!!:'kr: for a diversion in Wigiristan,
nhseguen iy —although I was felt to be undortumate, both in

e [T 8y g
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RUSSIAN SITUATION )

India and in Englund, that we should have to undertake sach
apurations belore we were in a position to deal permavently,
i and bringing them under better
menace to the peace of our frontier which
e ¥

enable him to give esch of his fve infantry divisions two
mibxed field artillery brigades, each of three six-gun 18-pounder
hatteries and one four-gun 4-5-inch howitaer battery®
At this time the news of the situation in Russia was generally
depressing.  Luwleaness and disorganisation were incrensing ;
there were anti-war demonstrations in Moscow, where German
wilicers were said to be living in perfect freedom; the country was
ummnhfﬂ:rmm;gmhwh,with]mmdﬂhiuﬁ.ﬂht
Press, were conducting propagands against the Allies in gprneral,
and Great Britain in particular; railway traffic was much
&hﬂ'mhﬂd,nnddirdﬁimhthtmymmhad. AL s
end of May o slight improvement was reported, dne to the
jormation of a Coalition Government, which was szid to
taking stepe to restore the discipline and moval of the army.
Bntﬂwnﬁmhr{fﬁmﬁhmmﬂﬂlhlﬁe.m?w
continued actively and there were persistent attempts to start,
negotiations for pedee. The Russian Cancasns Armies Had
been foreed by the Tarks to evacuate the provinces of
nrlllmh,mmmdu:ing;rmtgttmﬁugnufnﬂ
advance against the Turkish lines of communication with
Hmmmi:ﬂnnthﬂhlhyﬁmﬂmmm
General Raddatz that, leaving only 16 squadrons, 4 battalions
and & jguns in the [ in area, he was v the

q

offensive was obtained during May; and it appears from
German and Turkish necounts that the enemy’'s plns wero

'__—____-—_'u—-.-l-._l—l-l-l-l-l-—'l—
o Exorpt ¢ division, whoss howitssr batteries wimld have . gum each.
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then stll in am dlementary stage.  The lallowing bricd summary
of evinis = talken from thoebe acooanis®
The German Supreme Coammand, vielding to Turkish prossure
and the ambitions plans of paliticans, had agreed i Apnl to
nccopt the fespongibility for operntions to re-capiure Baghdad
and to drive the Britisli back to thetr base an the Pemion Goif,
It hadd been arranped that the controd af the aperations shonld
be vested in General von Falkenhayn, who shonld have under
hiz= command & Toeo-lemrman jorce, eutitlsd * Yildesim
(L, thunderbolt), It i not clear when the exact composition
of this foree was setibed. bot {E was to consist of the Turkish
Sixth wind Seventh Arooed, the latter to be formed of the
1] Corps (24th, S0ch and 8k Divisions), the XV I;'r.rF.-x { 1fh
and Hith Divisions), ond the German * Asintie Corps
The foarmaition of 1lis last s from EX[H rienesid e s,
under-officers and men selected mainly from the Western Tront
woi apparetitly begon in April or May at Neahammer in Silesda,
under the fithe of * Pasha IL" 1t consisted of three mixed
' battations (7015, 2nd und 703ed), cach inclading three infantry
oifpEnied, 4 maihins UL CoETIpany wid cavalry, T|'|[|i.IIIr.'|J.;'|
ﬂ.:’ll]h‘r_'.' and trench mortar detachmenis |'|h||-. Etving eacly
battalion o total of 58 heavy and light mochine puns, 2 moantzin
guns and howitzrs and 4 trench mortars) ; a machive gun
detachment ; an artiflory detachment with 4 field guns and

| B feld howitsers [ilires batterles) ; & battery with 2 heavy
[ EUms © 4 pineer company with o bridging train ; four fying
H 1.|.|_.[!|.|'.'].J]'|| nts (8 neroplanes each) @ a commtnication u.r--;I-urr::
| with severn] signalling and wirelisy detachments @ medieal
| :mgl other adminstrative units © and o Lnree nombeyr of mech:
: anica] trinsport colomng, The German Supreme Command

recoguised that there wonld be great technical dificuliies in
. cirTyilg oul the Mesopotumian enterprise ind took ETent paina

to oguip this carps, regandless of exponss, with everything
(¥ that could contribute to its fighting efficiency  and o its

health and comfort under the trying and yarying climatic
comititions it would moomnier in an  area served by oan
Illiu.nu.d.!l.' bong anad difficolt line of communications g

[he Turks proposed that the main advance should be down
”'H‘ I'.|I=l|'1:|'-1ll.:-; |lrll|_ .|_|Lt|l_1l_1|,'l]:| LT :!|1r_|:|:|1;!.: W I"1'|_'I-TI'1'-I'1| o

i ."‘II|I|-IIC-r.||‘.I-_'I. il '|1|-1||1Lj“'r|.| !:;h._."‘ ¥ R iv T
= b - el Bdlerdim'" e Dot 45

! Meirss af = Turkish Statssman,” by Djemal Pughs: - 1I'-r||'Jl:"I'.LrEI.;-"'IT.':H'
II.::iI‘I. -L.Id_l'llrr.. I Hll--.i.ul:u.l. Timmnl Amiir [l |:|‘JI|_-|-|I..|.I;-_-|j o hes '” s - Bl
o directiol of the Genemal S, Indis, by Capisls © " s T
-y . O it + v e da W, Chinmer) ;
l:-lu_l:nl: My Lils," by Marbal von Hindenbury: gl ™ Erieh won Falkink ;
h‘p Cdvdirrml H Wy Luegl] . & TR,
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THE * YILDERTM " PROJECT g
tn its adv , this genernl plan was socepled by the
Cronnin sabject to o inspection by General
von Falkenbayn, who n May onia short wisit to the

As & resnlt of the Russinn revolution, the Torks probabily
t {1 safo 1o ignore the chance of o Rusian offensive
um the Cavcasus front ; though the Russian stremgth still in
that area gave little encim et to any ideéa of a Torkish
offensive there. Torkey in Europe was for the time beng
secure from enemy attack. The Turks might wiilise their
available troops for an offensive agninst Lhe British elther from
Palestine or in Mesopotamias. But Pan-Tuekish ideas saw
little to be gained from an offensive on the Palestine front.
s Turkish - in population, remote from Anatolia,
vasity acoessible to the groat mantime Powers—could never
be u satisfact Integral part of the compact, ethnicall
Turkish state that the Pan-Torks hid beloee them as ther
goal, Hence the Palesting front Bad, it appears, come to be
by the Torks as a defensive: fromt. On the
r hand, Pas-Turkish ambitions included an extension of
the Ottoman Empire eastward ioto Trans-Cancasia and North-
West Persia.

On the 16th May the Chief of the Imperial Generl Stafl lad
telegruphed to General Maude that the Forelgn Office deemed
the moment opportune for explaiting our Arab policy and
iuﬁuuingamrtﬂmvmttnmihﬂnth:Tmh: :tIH‘i‘I!
went on to say that it was considered unsound pot to centinns
mwmww.%mmdw
i vantage to ue in the past® General Mande wis
sceord y.,nfmﬂhﬁmﬂm“iﬂzﬁrmt:qm#dm
ﬂmlinedthnrﬂméhhhhhpd!thﬂ )

towands the East an embodied in the

-rmMMwmwu
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1] HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPUTAMIA

Mindall and of strengthening eur relations with the Fali of
Pushitd-Kuh, so as to add to the security of the Tigris limg
of commmnications if the Rossians {ell back, &5 seemid possihle

Generil Monde replied on the 15t june that Sir P""':_‘r' Cox
thought it might be possible to mise some levies about Mandali
ps, though urrelinble, their chiel was merenary.  Sir Pepcy
abeo comsidered that the Vall of Pushi-i-Kuh might be indooed
to maintain benevolent neutrality and to refuse passags 1o
Turkish troops, theagh, having regard to this chiel's charagter,
it was doubtful if he would support es actively., Uwn the same
divte Geperal Mauds sent the (el of the Impecial  Genersl
Staff m much fuller telegram, saying that he was not clear a8 tg
the policy which the Chief of the Imperial Genernd Staff wished
i be followsd on the general guestion, and explaining his
own views, which, as they expressed generally those held by
muost military officers in Mesopotamm in what was and 5 a
controversial matter, are given hene mther fully

He had hitherto resisted constant political demands for
detachments from his force, fecling they were militarily unsound
and Dikely tn mvolwe him in opertions outside his main
ovhjective, Similardy e had endeavoored fo keep the Armsb
population quiet, treating them well so long as they took oo
port in the operations, trading with them and making friends
w'.l]l ﬂlrul. Linit iz |.I|u.'ﬁ].|1g IEL'~!.|.r|I|_1.: .'J.n-l.]. 1.'.i,h'r.1r|.1l:|:~|.'|.-' |.::|.I [vipie .I.ﬂ._"'
i attempt at hostility, When there was no fighting in thesr
vicinity the tril=smen soon scliled down, bul bcams resthss
anel disturhed i drawn ints the vortex of war. [t afpenied
that our policy was fonding towards enfizting the tribes under
erirr bnmnieer, though it was not clear exactly how it was propodssd
to use them  They were quite amreliable and though they

[ might fight for us one day, they were quite likely to take up

arths agunst us the next. They had, moreover, little or w0
L] fighting wvalue; Tbecamic—while, as coxpert mamuden,
. they would take full toll from o demernlised retresting army—

thoy wire quite ineffective, thongh tiresome, against unbroken
rguilar troops.

Lenetal Maude went on 10 eaquire if it was the wish 1o
employ Arabs for fighting purpeses. He was already paying
cogsiderable siumé of money and had given arms to certaln

: individuals who gave little return for it save passive friendship,
and it seamed open to question whether this could not be
obtamed on lower terms.  Guerilla warfare by tribesmen wis
woerying, but had no mal bearing on operations s long

BRITISH
AdvHan
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. in operations which had no
hearityg on the main fssue. General Maude concluded |
“Even if these forces are systematically organised,
am inclined to think that, owing to lock of time and the
inadequacy of means for trainitg them, itheir infionence fuk
guﬂﬁﬂilhlhﬁiﬂ,wﬁgﬂlhyjﬂﬂﬁipml
tential danger in the area of operations.

:-'ri.rFuP-r.rr.-y Cox was, however, he said, investigating the
gmeation. g

Truring May punitive operations had to be andertiken against
Arahs in the Falluja area, in the neighbourhood of the Baghdad
~Sayrmarma rallway and to the eastward of Baguba.

The distritvation of the British hryesmﬂqunttmnntﬂ:
end of May 1917 is given in detail in Appendix XL :
stated, the Ilnl Ca;];'gwum the keft bank of the with its

xstending from Baguba to Sindiya ; the Ist Corps
was on the Tigrs right bank from Baghdad te Samarm with
detachments on the Euphrates from the Hindiya m

i b
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12 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

tme dn 4 very effident stafle and was mee g all ey kiire-
mmeris, wis siif re |"_1'i.'|_|.; il tioual credt ffom aversens®

The German- and Tarkdsh acconnts show that on the 3rd
Juiie, Genern] von Falkenhayn, as & © sult of o personal
tnspection of the Mesopotaminn froot and of discusaons with
Enver Pasha, seporied to th ':':'l'l"lll-l_lfl SEPINET LI e that
un ffrmsive Agratinet :||.:||_'|'||'. |.| vt feasihile Ik |.'| lid Pe oo pded
that the German and Turkish forees for s ondertaking
shonld be formed fnto two ommies under his command, Ha
comiadered 8 Britieh offensive lilkely in the antumn or winier,
both in Palestine and in Mesopotam, and that the Turks
might have todivert i part of the forde destined for Mesopotamia
tio' thie Palestine front. Tl German Emperor approved ihis
recammendution and General von Falkenharn with o lorge staf
of Germun and a few Turkish officers at once started bis prepura
tiome, which ‘were thenceferwand poshed  oa continuamesly
They were largely directed to improviog the long and impertsit
Hnes of communfcation from the Bosphons to Aleppo and
thesiee to Modidl on the one hand and down the Enplrates on
the nther.  The difficulbes wers comsiderable, The capacty of
the radlway to Aleppo from: Hildar Pasha was stricily Timted
by the still incomplete tunnels throagh the Taurus and Amanns
ranees’  thi ]-.||.:||-'1.||| '|'.|||1.'|.|:.. had only reached the viciits
of MNisihin, wledde Uee EndiMTerent foads  aid  fnacd it
tramspert wiers burely o .L].llll'- of mainisising even the fedooed
nambers of the Turkdsh Sicth Aroy @ the otly eraft 8 waa
pousible to use on the Euphrates were small lounches and the
native shakiury, besides the Balieks (ralta) which had to be broken
up for tramsport by land for the retum jotrney ap stream ; and
the desert route from Aleppo to and dewn the Euphrates valley
waitikd T LI mech work 1o Gt it fer mechameil !|:|,::-i'\--|.1
tT""“'_ oupphes wera, however, said {o be procurabds locally
i fufficieant gnontitics

Generul von Falkenhayn and his stuff took their task in hand
“T‘.h churacterr=hr |:]|.|J_[:. Wl l||.|||.|||'r_'|||:"-.'\._ ATranremeiits
were made for htndreds of motor lormies, for the extonsion of ihe
Baghilyd railway to Mosul, for the mprovement of roads
leading to the front in this dircetion, for the constructlon of
thowsinds of shabturs at Jernblus on the Euphrates, for the
ofganEation of & poid lind Hine of eommmnications dewn thie

*!T'llr“ rocorda oo not contiin & stebeaent 5 the pumiber and atare ol tieer
CEEIE I HE'P'IFDL\IT.IH WL i periesd | but im & Eslegram fr the Was Difles ol

the Lich May, 1917, the Commander-in-Chael in Islis gave 915 an the total

| mmber of river craft s Mrscpotumi, with 148 more undir arder trom Lo,
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Euphﬂtmﬂiﬁiﬂdim’mﬂ‘tﬁn;mﬂrmrpﬂlﬂmtheTwmh
Sixth Army, j sums of money were also given for
the parchase of local . as well as (o gain the active
sgainsi the British of the Arb tribes in the

i

C Loy
ixs, Tigris and Diyala valloye.
Germans fouwmd, &emr that they higl not onl

the
natural physical difficalties of the country to overcoms. Hl.'hl:r
and the Turks did not work well ; wnel the friction
between the two ruces inermased considerably as the Germana
began to take executive contral of the great undertiking for
to have been faults on both sides, The Germans com-
plained of mﬁmhnhauurﬁun.?uhymﬂim oy, while
the Turks resented German interference which they .
stood wwd distrusted and they also disliked German methods
which they regarded as unnecessarily arbitrary and arrogant.

At the beginning of June, Enver Pasha moved Turkish
Genoral Hendgquarters to Aleppo and an the 24th of that month
Iz beld & conference there, attended by leaset, Djomal, Mustapha
Kemal and Halil Pashas, commanding the Cavcasus, Fourth,
Socond and Sixth Jumm:ﬁrcﬂwly. Enver explained to the
commanders the role of the * Yilderim " Group of Armies and
said that the Seventh Army would march down the Eaphrutes,
comenntruty about Hit and then move s as o threaten the
rear of the British forces round Baghdad. Djemal Pasha, it i
said, did not approve and uged the danger on the Palestine
froml, bt without efisce,

It was not kong before reports of thie Turce-German intentons
began to reach the Hritich. On the Hth June the War Cifico
telographed to General Maude that they had refiable information
that Falkerbayn and stafi had left Constantinople on the 13th
May for Palestine and Mesopotamia® ; that it was anceriun on
which of these fronts the ememy intended an ofiensive, theugh
it would probably be in Palestine, and that the Turks were

ing to move troops from their Caneasus tront to Mesopotania.
ﬁﬁmmmmm: Office sent reports indicating that
Falkenhayn bad arrived u:‘.h[mhim {mhinu&m an the
215t May, that hebad on Djemmal Pasha the ad of

ving precedence to an offensive in OVeT one N

entablished st Aleppo at the beginning of June. Throughout
uly General Maude received a series of reports from the War
and nther sources giving furtherinformation on the subject.
These reforred, but only fn genoral terms, to the enemy conference

» Goneral Maude recebved other roports b it wai Mackensen who wi
winiting Musnpotamin.

i
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14 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

i ane, mentlonesd] the constant passage l!:|_1c||:,1!|
auﬂm&l;mu mid- June of Turkish troops from Europe
and a large concentration m progress towards Mesopotarnia,
and ropeated the informution {hai ]-.-_Ikn'tlhul.'n wWas [n_mutrnl
an offensive by a Turco-Germun force Mesopotnmis. Turkish
reconnaisances from Hit and Ramadi towards Karbala were
siid to have besn carded oot consdierafle reEnforcements
were reported to bave reached, amel to be on ther way o,
Mosul © and agents spoke of great activity on thir rabway
towards Mosul  In conbection with: s, o mesage  wiks
mentboned a5 hiving boen signed Yilderim,” a tertn which
General Maude had hitherto not heard and the applcation of
which e did not understand,  Thers were many other reports
cemtrudicting the information summarised above. ,

The general concluston come to at the end of July by General
Matde was that, though there was nothing really definite on
the suliject ard though an allensive m Palestin .jL!|||_-u.t‘|:! )
sromise the Turks better and more decisive results tlan onein
!lulmq'.w:tmniu_ it seemed fairly clear that an enemy offensive m
HL-EG-]:lntﬂnai.l pnder German oot wiss intefided.  The only
reinlorcerents that had really peached - Mosul appeared 1o
belong to the Turkish 46th and 30th Divisions, It would be
wise ol o overlook the clinnes of an enemy advance by the
Euphrates, but General Maude thought an advance against his
right, thereby cutting him off from the Kuossians and opening
the way for the enemy into Persda, to be more probable, Tt
seermed certmin that some German troops wonld fake part in
the ofiensive, but it was considered improbable that the
Central Powers would divert any considerable body so far from
(g the miin theatre of opemtions.
i In reply to 2 query as to future Bussiin intentions in the
Asfatic theatre of war, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff

i telegraphed to Goneral Maode on the 14th and 16th June a
1| summury of the situation in Russis, where Kereneky's inflwmwee
| and Brosiloff's appomtnuent s Commander-m-Chief seemed to
' hold ot chances of improvemend.  Brosiloff was about 1o take
! the offerslve in Evrope, and had ordered that no ground wak io
| be yielded on the Cancasus front, where steps were to be taken

to mmprove the bad conditions. There wis, hovever, little
1 chance of Paviofi's force taking the offensive on the Persian
| front, where communication and other difficultics might even
| preciude the maintenance of a fighting foree of uny valee on
General Mande's nght.  To provent this waste of Pavioffs
‘ foree, Hir Willam Robertson proposed  the fullowing plan

BRITISH
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RUSSIAN ACTION 15

which be would endeavour to arrunge with Brusiloft if General A
Maude considered it practicable :—The Russian Cancass gt
Armics to maintain the greatest possible pressure, from their
existing bises, on Mosul and to gasrison adeguately Seagin :
Selmeh, Hamidan, . while the bulk of Pavlofi's foree

aid 6000 horses, which, he Euggﬂtﬂﬂ, should hold the )
of the Diyala from (lasra-Shirin to Shakraban. Ewven if
were tncapeble of taking the offensdve, their presence
would give increased liberty of action o his own troops anil
wonld micke Jt more difficnlt for the enemy to strike at his
communicitions below Baghdad. 1 this was ngrend ta, |
it was important that Paviofi's fores shosld cease its rettogTade "
movernent, The balk of his farce om the Difﬂhhhdwithd:rlﬂ i
to Pai Tag, Jeaving only eight squadrons m the %{-’l—ﬂﬁl‘h :
area, nid & Turkich brigade had oceapied Qigil Ribat,

Three days lnter General Mauds that Paviefi bad
conthavued is retr movement and that the Turks now
occupied both Qizil Ribat and Qasr-i-Shirin.  General Muurde al
once mude arrangements to meet this situntion by sending a i
detachment from e T1Ird Corps to cocupy Balad Rux, half '
myhtlmnﬂuquhamﬂumhﬂ.bmhmwmhhmr]ﬁt OIS
flank and as o step towards the oocupation o Mamdali &1
necessary.t  Beyond hostilities by Arabs, the ecewpation of
Halwd Huz was completed without incident. :

At the end of June small Russian colomns occupied Penjwin,
bt weee foresd t evacuate it aguin by the Turks on the 8th
11;1:{ Consoquently, whatever the reason for it, this snall

* The Clief of the Impeial General Stofl pointed out that it might be
oy o und rifle Ammnnition s well as drafts for Pavlafs
mnm_mum—iw'ﬂ!ﬂ“ﬂ"

§ Te loolasd se b the Turks meust to occapy Skshaban nd Mandall
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6 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

probable that he would be asked to what extent (sencal

Maude was propared to assist the Kussmns Il‘-"'j:f:“-'“""_' b --‘“”1_"

[t seemed possible that, owing to the recent 1".1:----hl!= SUCCEEIRY

in Furope, the moral of their troops in Asil might improve il

that we might get some assistance from them in the winter. In

that case and f the Turks did not attick Geneml Maude in

force, how far would it be possible for t_lI-- latber, having dud

regard to the efficient maintonsnce of his force, to extend hia

opemtions northwards so as to help the Hussians to capture

Mosul §  Genamnl Mauds was bo ||!'||fr'T-‘|-'l_1'-\lll that the guestion

wils |s||r-.|l.' .'L:|.'|'u|1||:-‘.i-: al and thot the .'i bl of the ]-lL]'-'ll-l|

General Siaff had no desire to press him to undertake mons

than bhe thooght he comlid ~i.|h-]1.'_;l-:'|'El':rTn, piamrlll'.u_-l_',' in view

of the length of us commumcations and the undesirnbality of

diverting more troops to Mesopotamia than Juel already been
L]

un’ﬁ:ﬁﬂkﬂ;ml e mot resch General :'uL'luri'_ till the |3'§h

and he replicd at some kength the next day.  The lwo main

cemsiderations governing the extent o which be could extend

hiks n]'uﬂ-.ll'lu!l- up tlae TI;,"I.'I:- io pssEst |:|1'.‘ Russians were, firstly,

the migmbers wiich the Torks could withdraw from the Kusshan

e other |'|'|_-_||_-|_1::.| o concenirots ILi,:in]i:ll fiim iLHIJ "Ah'l"]l lh"'_i"

could supply on the Eophrates wnd Tigris hnes and, sccondly,

his own service of mainicnance. As regands the Litter, bis

river flest could oot work above Baghdad—excopt possibly

a part of It for a Jew weeks —owing to shallows in the chinnel

. and difficult mavigation. But by using the rmbway o Samarm,

| and provided he moceived all the mechanical trunsport already

coomised him, he would be able to malntain one cavalry and at

beazt foar infantry divisons at Tikeit by the beginning of

September. He could moke no advance beyond Tikrit till he

wits able to extend the Samarra raflway northwards | and this

should present no difficulty il he were sent the necessary mien

andd minkerial.  But, as the chirpiter, vigour and extent of

I the Ruasinn co :.-p-r.'l.ri.rm woald b far more |J:|‘|'|:H.II'Iﬂn1 than the

r.|_|:||'1.1.:'rm ol Fdimiteniibeg, his fiirtlier advanes st e l‘|*."|'.n'l'll-i-l'l1!

an the Rosian movements, Foe fnstanes, be vooold b ]'I:I'I']?-'I-I:"'-d-

to tike Tiknt as spon ns the Bussians had rendered his- right

flank secure by occupying Kilrl and pushing forward towards

1 Tue Khormathi ; wnd he emphasised the necessity of a vigorous

Russian offefisive everywhere to prevent-the Turks detaching

largs forees, either to oppose him on the Tigrs or, by an advance

down the Haphrates, to oblige him to retain o portion af hi=

army near Baglidid,

w Tt;u flusstyen of recndororemsent  deall with "'1"'"‘1"]" nr-ru_:lr.nr.
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Creneral Mavde concluded I:ygj.fm;huu;m:mnmu thie s
course to adopt was a vigorous and carefully concerted

by the Russians and by his own force. [t should be vndertalen
with the least delay, so 08 to break ap the enemy’s
ooncentration before he was ready and to obviate the chances

E

Baratoff, whose troops numbering 14,000 men and 6000 horses
werr to re-occapy the line of the Diyals as sooq as the ¢
permitied and were to come under General Maude for
and s . The Chiel of the Imperial Generil asked if
wede could supply them and sso said that he had

made clear to the Russians the conditions under which General
Muudo could ndvance up the Tigrs and the extent of such an
advance, Here the question of Russinn co-opertion can be
lelt for n time

At the beginning of June the War Office agreed to send to
Mesapotamin by August another squadron (No. 63) l:lhﬁuph:ﬂ
and twelve additional batteries®: and on the th June the
Chief of the Impenial General :'-.taIT azked, in view of the Kussian
withdrawal from the Diyals and o probabie Turkish attempt 1o
petnde Baghdnd, what battalions India conld spare 10 reinforce
Gerwral Mawde early in August. Replying on the 28ih, tlu
Comminder-in-Chict in India seid he conld dﬂ]ntl:h.

mwm Burma Iufantry, 10465

Mﬂﬂ“hh August.
§ See Wolisse 111, Chapter XX
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I= MISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOY FTAMTA

cficctive 1 and the resources ol fndin would be nvailable for
retnlorcing  Mesopotamia, subject 10 preparaiions for cottpli-
catinns in Esst Persia and Afghanistan. In regani to theso
eomplications, the Viceroy, in a telegrum of the SHh June to
the Secretary of Siatb for Indin, stated thit the whole politic .-I|
and stralegical position haid been altered by receEnl eyenls o
Rissin. These, the unstable political I--Il-i'ﬁl-l'!l_-_ill Porsin and
the meporisd nommnabon of Mackensm and i'_|!.:- nhavn o
commands in Asia Minor and Mes: potamia, ledl the Csovermmenk
of India to apprebend a renreal o 0 Frireo-La TIUAL ITEGVE a6
Tebran und the progress ¢ piwrards  fowards ."L:,_'Il..n--J in ol
orpanised ol ils bodies of tm HIpS Such A Project was lika 1y to
be mare formidable than the previous altempis and Indim
might not cnly have to guard the Pepso-Afghan border single-
handed but might have 10 provide support for Sir Ferey Sykes
in South Persa, Cosequently the oxtension of the rmlway
from Dalbandin [ Balickistan] to the Persiom fronticr was
recommiencod

On the 9nd July, the Chief of the Imperal General Staff
asked General Maude §f, with the squadron ol meroplanes and i
twiils artillery batteres from Englond and the gix battalions
fromm Inadis, he was satisfied of hus ability to meet any attack
that might repsonably be expected.  General Mawde replied on
thit 4th. After explaining how by rearrangement be could
gurrison Baghdad smd certain posts on the Tigris, [Hyals and
Eunhrates with Hue of communication tronps and so nelsase
more men of ks division: at the front {or active operafions, he
said that ha felt no anxiety as to his abilioy to mest sucoessiully
considerably superior numbers of Turks. He conclisded
“In fact, it should not be impracticable to clenr the Tigris of
Turldsh troops by the dlose of this year if the HRossiane will
co=speTate wiporously,

Between the [12th and I8th Joly forther comspondepos on
the subect of minforements took place boiween the Chis! of
ths ||:.']-nu| Gemeral Stafl snd the Conmmunder-in-Chaed @
India It vwas arrunpged that India shoald sond two battalices
o rehewe o woen ol by the operations in Tast Afdca®
The remaining sxieen battalions of the twenty<dour under
formation, with other divisbenal units, would not be ready for

ST T

X -

* Chwing te Liue suress ve wastape it the Indien waes e Bt Adden snd to
ity Temaie, Lt appeared to ke inidssa suthorties thet |slan oops were
tsimalle] fus service |9 East dtrcs and eogld be more profibly emplaored
laesliefo. - Fut, th lerthor the palicy of HM. Goverament (o teenslnats the
Emnagn in Essl Africs s soon 5 pessibile, as the rendiest meass of efiecsing
ey ol feovn, fhae Govermment o Jodis agresd 1o send thise v batinlss,

e e Tl i . e MR
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BRITISH POLICY L

service tlll Janwary 1818 and it was still too eardy to say where
they could be mont sultably employed. For Li:t time: being,
Gonornl Maude seemed to bave sufficient and it wus
1m|ludnh1rlnlmdhnnmr_ﬂun1t 0 wocare lifn

that another twenty-one batialions should be raised o provide
i resrve for unforisesn foture demands; and owing (o the
improvement in the frontier situation and the recTganisition
of the British volunteer corpe in lndind the Commander-in-
Chied was able to inform the Chief of the Imperial General Staff
that the seven Pritish Territorial battalions t g
dgmhmd in India could bw despatched to Egypt in Augast and
tetrbier.

the 21st July Sir Willlam Hobertson informed Goneral
Maude that the war policy of His Majesty's Government
in  Mesopolambs  remained  unaltered, bot that the War

.ud;tﬁmrrnl]hudr The mcrease of General Alleobv's Torce
depended on the withdmwal of troops from Saloniia as well
uﬂuﬂﬂ il the former tiom was to by discussad

mnhﬂn:nmh:hu the next wecle Mthu

a fow days later.  In view of the general siination the Albed
military authorities agreed that it was necessary to todoce
all commitments in secon theatres of operations

minimum and to strengthen Western Froot as
passibie.  To carry out their part of this agreement
500,000 are sl Dotbesal o war &nd had il erFaagotiaets
abunit 406 WY pamnally mrtl] tie wer s over ) ﬂdﬂiﬁi%

EE@

_a:E
i

poplsion W und where the annunl quots of recraits e
war was aboot 15K,
1 The Indian Dofence Froce was cpmrfed],
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2  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Goneral Staff wished to relieve British by Indian troops ini
Palnstine, Mesopotamia and Salontka

As ropards Arab co-operation, Leneril M:Ju-.i:I reportied o the
Chiet of the Tmperial General Staff on the ith I_un:-_. 15
fesitlt of mvestigation by Sir Percy Lox, that somo of thi
Jeading Shaikhs of the Anaim, ane of the largest groups of Arib
tribes  between the Euphrates and a3yTia, Wele po ]:I--.JI-\.L..II
iven sufficient backing, to asalst us by sction agamst the
vrkish railways in Syria, by stoppng suppiies ET-JIIL renching
the Enemy® aied. if we ocoupied Ramadi, by brmging in the
Dulsim Arabs to moke good the country from Ramad o
Sinjar. It woulidl be necessary to constlt our amumiander-i-
Chief in Egypt in regand tn action agaiist the Syrian ril-'-'-“:L't"- . .
the blockade to keep suppli= from the enomy wonld  be
expensive and probably only partially efiective | the acoupation
of Ramidi was not yet desrable from a military point of view ;
and the Dulaim Aribs were causing us no inoonverisnos for
the time being. Though Sk Percy Cox thought that the
aasfitance of the Amuiza would achieve o wide and important
effect apart from s procoe military value, Gomeral '.'-i.L'Jd-:.'. WiLE
doubifal as to the bensfit we should derive ;| bot he admitted
that anything they could do n the Enphrates valley towards
Kaabali and }-2.||,-|,l where the doumiry wis opm o cheamy
agents and infloence, would be of service iy :

“Steeps would be taken to get into woch with the Chiel of the
Yeridis at Sinjar to gain assistance lor orgamsng raids agains
| the enemy communications nnder Brtizh olficers when we wirs
I sble to senid them. Buot, as regards the tribes along the Persian
fromtier, the Kurds, trstead of (=i R T weikly s ms wee Bl
boped, were displaying hostility to tlr Rossuwns ; and Itide
couid be done with them unliss wo occupded Khanigin, which
11 he regarded as imprc ticabde. W could only expect benevaleng
peutrality from the Vald of Poshi-i-Kah

In concloding, Gerieral Mande sikd that be was s {avoor ol
amall raids at opportiane moments apninst definite objoctives
an the enemy's COMmPbmicAlons | bt b win= ot e davour ol
encouraging gueritla warfare or promiscuous acts of hostility,
as b conpsidered they would do Uitle good and mdght be peo-
ductive of harm,  Momover, he thought that the raising of lovies
wonld not be worth the expense involved, Apart from this i
should be, in his opimion, our primary oim bo pacily the country
and keep on trieadiy terma with it inhabitants, thas enabiing
s b0 poncentrate our enctmed apmbest the snemy,

—

= Thare was ol & considessile ledkoge of sepples 0 thes Torks feom e
Euplailon amme, bl o0 grest & dstonce (eom Chs centesd hald vy the L ksh
oy be eftetiwaly eoniralled b L
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INCEPTION OF ATTACK ON RAMAD] 21

It waa found that the authorities in Egypt considersd that
any setion by the Analza controlled from Mesopotamia slould
be exclodvely directed sgainst the Euphrates line of com-
munication to Mesapatamin | and G Muade cencurred in
their rensosts for this opinion, though he pointad out that there

might force the Turks o retain I ely the same
number of men there as General Maude was | W keep
on bis own line of communication ; and he pointed out that
shakturs floating downstream offered tungible objectives for
Arab irpegulars.

Durmg Jome investigations wern curmied ot wilh a view to
reconstructing the hlawiva dam® and thus averting the
danger from floodst ; and it was found that, to cover parties
working on this dam, it would bo neces 10 aoctpy Dhibban,
This Luu.l:lgm within twenty milés of Ramadi and on the
Sth July General Maode told General Cobbe that the time
soemmied for combining the ocoupation of Dhibban
with a stroke agairst Remadi, wiech was said 1o be occupisd by
a Turkish force of about Iﬂlnhu,mﬂﬂumdﬁgm

As requested, Coenerul Cobbe at once submitted Ilhmﬁm
for the operation, including armngements for the mitigation of
the effect of the t midday heat on the troops to be em-
ployed.  General had no intention of eccupying Ramadi
permanently, but meant 1o cugeise and dove away s
garrison, taking as many prisoners and s moch ooty ws

Since the be of June the vsual daily high tempera-
tures had prevailed, bot on the Bth July the heat soddenty
increised, the midday temperatite i m Baghdad to over
122" Fahrenleit in the shade and to several

m_tents and dogeonts! General Maude ot onee raissd the

‘_‘Ll;hlﬂ:hﬂnhrﬂ-hﬂh;rﬂn‘lﬁﬂlmm THIT, oy Chapeer XXXTY,

B r
T For fachizal reasons Gnemd Mands wonld bues [Hosl i leoen i5 slonn: g
brotn it water ftcdel the whale ase wist of Haghdad; but it Ve
mupenible o oot dhise Biede, da which cass they woukd thrmiten idis
bl and rut of Fallupd. -

> s s e S Bnd 5 10 G IOR/LIMIL/7/15/66/4 s 5
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%  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

guisstion of poatponing the o T_.:lm.:-._:.-_:-.|||.--.I.: I}':.“.I.'.I..;I, i|11
at Falluja, General Cobbe sl _-.I-I mot mecommmzid | 2
The weather wis unlikely (o get apprecialiy COGER
and General Cobbée wos taking afl
gl the inevitaile

il-!:ll'll'll"'TI‘l
five m copsiderable time,
possible procautions to mbnimise the e
Ilrr.':.'Ihr force which coocentrated at Fallaja for. the operation
copsisted of two sgEadTm of eavaley, foariesn |!-|:-.:. 12|u
avinoired care, Jall & Sappor and Miner CT ALY :l|||.| the 7ith
Infanery Brgade,® all ander the oo of |.'.! !II- ream -l -.Jur,. |
Haldane, then commanding the 7th Brigade I.ll::;.'l'-l'...l.-[h.!::ﬂt'_':
were 10 co-operate with 1he colimn ¢ and the EE7 motor vans
and lorries conld assist the infantry by transportng ahout six
hiumdred men at 4 time.  Among the other special arTangements
made to mitigate the efimcts of the heat the following are
warthy of note © all marches were to be carre Il gul st night,
remts were 10 be carried for use by day when the troops wore
nol mrtmalby n:m_'zu.;---l afill e wan to e provided for the

immedinte treatiient of any cases n‘._ |:||...'!.I‘ strole
Dhibiban was oocupied without incident by an nl viamiced
detachment on the might TihBth, and the whale foroe condiEf-
| trated there on the 10th July. Careful mconnuissances had
l Lesn made previously of the approaches to Ramadi, where the
i Turkish garrison, now stimared at 150 subees, 1000 rifles and
& guns, was weporied to be holding an entrenched hine half a
mibe shiort of the townand protecting it from the east and ol
est. [ntelligenee received indicated that the epemy s intention

was do pvacuate Kamadi if the British avto b ik
Hall the 99 Infamtry and hall o section 183rd Moching
Gun Compony were keft o hold Dhibban, Tl cavalry .nr.:nl

| ¢ ‘'he Colemn comslotsd of (—
| st Commoeghet Flangers
| Hle Punjalis
rp 1
| Fth Infantry lm-n:-rl-el fﬂqﬁ'[:,ﬂ:._':_:h
ket Mackine Gua Company
i sewihon |esl Machme Lads T ey
e syoedron spch. Jikh abd 336 1 aserars
2| 8th Brigade, B5A, (A sl B batierios
AAth f'-:.rrlil':.' K. F.A. MNpxs one saEiiom)
ires pocticm, - B30EL Flowitaed Pattery, LF A
Ith Lttt Armiaired Mobn jlult‘.'l'.'_',' | homerr aw
Twn mctinns, st Campamy Sappemns and Mibers
THMh M.T, Company with ' Star " wans and © Flat * lorries abiwchel,
e, 100 Frard @ 18 Star-wans and 12 Fiat ol
{1 heh. CrambBaisd Fisld Ambalancs
e Pl wirulass airt

BRITISH
AdvHan

o) s gk fe Sa Tund 1L s [OR/LIMIL/A7/15/66/4 s el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x000034 :dxai )il jhad 458 o (ya ye!




>

atihgll g adixa
Qatar National Library

o
o
=
>
Q

7]
=
o
m

Crdl 1 By A Alaad) ey (@l g ) 0L (5 sl G al) Fo
(9€/0%) [sY£]."IV alaall N aVANANE

Afior & personal reconnidssance Colone] Haldane and his
artillery commander from Musheid Peint, whenos 0 good view
wits obtamable, the armoursd cars moved forwand ot 515 am,

to reconnoitre, with thive com: G915t Punjabls, who had

been covering the advance, them ; anid the cavalry

+ out to the right through the along the river
The armoured carm wers firs from. the

. . banks
of tha recently constructed Euphrates Valley Canal, which
connected the Enphrates with Lake Habbaniya, nnd by the
soft ground. Bt they brovght back information to Colonel

*Soe Map L e :
it 150 [vmst s wde o Hhares i four fset deep,
Hl.lmmhmimm on il ol 1L H‘lﬂﬂ._ﬁﬂi Tt

° o g i S nt ) 20 Ga [ORILMILA7/15/66/4 e
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24 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESUPOTAMIA

under considerzble gun and rific fite from the south-castorn

riden of the Turkdsls entrencintienis ghoiat 1 0 waeds
distani. These enifess Turns nts conasting of o first lme oon-
pevted with o stropg sccomd line of redoubis, wore much
stronger than had been ants ipated and both hnes seemed fo
be beld in-strength®  The mierwendng ground was dovold of
eover sl 11 was cloar that elose artille TV sirpport wonld hawe
to be provided before an assanlt coukd be ondertalon sucoesfully
Ini the meantime, on the Gurkha right, three companies 91s¢
Pueniatist hatd cressed the canal onder cofisiderable fire {from
the Turkish left and had adwvanced a Bttle west of the canal

At B45a.m. two companies Conpaught Rangers were sent
forward 1o minfomme the taurkhas ;. amd Dfteen minotes lajeg
our wrtillery shelled the Apiniya bodge to prevent the Turks
withdrawing, as all reports from our artillery observing officens
showed indientions of an enemy etiremint, About Bom,, a
heavy dust storm eame on mendenng all observation very
diffienlt © and this In:.rl'll on nlmoat o |'|1|rI|:|1:||1|::-|_'i.' Th]’l‘allglu‘bllt the
day. Al B15am., when the Canniught Hangers compantes
joined the Gurkhas, preparations were begun for an assault. At
this hour the armoured cars, still eest of the canal, were engaged
on the nght of the $1st within about five bondred yards of the
Turlish left, and a scction of sappers was sent forward to mmalke
i cF """"‘"‘j"’H Tu: L||I|.:|:l|. [E ] l|.|.l- citngl

A series of mbsfortunes pow ocewrred wnd combined with the
beat and dusi-storm to provent the oporations boing comied 1o
A concluson,  lelephonle  commnoniation with the 9=
Punjabis wos cut by shell-fire and linesmen sent to repair it
WeTe Llﬂﬁi, Lo n.rLilh:rg.' forward oherrving  olficers hécume
casualties In spocession, their telephonic communication wus
cut amd efiorts to regain touch by heliograph were frustrated
by cusunltes ; and B/215th Battery had two guns temperarily
pot cut of action by ditect hits Consequently, an intense
artillery bunbardment to cover the kesault coultd not be arranged
o cmmmence b [are H.:_i_l a7 l.iqt Aty IITH'nHi‘J[E" afier
]_Un. m, woild be very riaky ow ing 1o the iniense hieal © and
Colone '!r-l:" ine at 9.20 am, felt that he had no option bot 1o
candel his orders for bombardment and assault

A withdrawnl of ithe advanced infantry durmg davlight
spemied oof of (he I5L'-'|I"'~|:i".l1il and nll thx ol be done was 16
leave them where they were to endure the heat as best they
might and to keep them as well supplied with water az pazzilie
j'_:l'!l" the use of the Ford vans of the 72%h Mechanical Transport
L'-”:l-l-l-'ll-'l}: and the i |T5[||-: iforta ||-+ mEny I_nrl_“. 1,_1"_"'].,‘ i witer

* Thirse facts wers confirms) socd aiies 8 Ath. by an adrmag .- vt
! Lme cornpuiiy heled Mesbhieid Poamnt

BRITISH
AdvHan
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ATTACK ON RAMADI b

supply from the river® near Mushodd was soom orpanised, The
first supply of water reached the line about 10 am. and
supply was maintained I 4 p.m., by which timea

of some 2000 gmillons had aent forward, the vans
bringing back wounded and exhausted men, At 4 pm., when
the Ford vans had to be used to evacunte easualties to Dhibban

ﬂﬂwﬂmm%th%mﬁumnﬂmﬂﬂu
ve movement, but there were severn]l unsuccessful
attacks by Armbs u.nalmtnru:ﬂnnks.

mr:huwmng reparts from the front indicated that the
ﬂl:m].rcunn:nplnlcd & retirement and in oview of sach 4
contingency our troops endured and beld on to thew forward
positions, Th:m.gluhpnmpnﬂquhﬂr.hnmrpnnuh
still reported the enemy as ocoupying his l:rmr.hmi-:lslmuth.
anal w315 s, as his men were inno compfition te
an sssault, Colone] Halidane dectded en & withdmwal, m
efiectod without interdference Kthummyud

had all

mthﬂwhnrﬁmhqimmm% Here, mde
gn outpost line of troops hind ‘not n.ni:tnml}r

they rested throughout the ﬂ:h,]ul?.upmnmshnm

to an artillery doel and pairol activities in the oorning and

Colonel Haldane came to the conclusion that, owing (o its
strength, the captire of the cnetmy's position wonld necessitates
B e e ey
and he pe Y Lo
next day, This retirement commenced at 2am. on the lua‘g

Jub guard heing followed snd ottocked by abeut
.&Mhnm beation off luﬂuvmtfpmhaﬂlﬂﬁ
as it got light. Madhij proved to be particularly sulnerabl
tuﬂmbﬂnphrgl.ndmthu mu‘fﬂt 13th the force

retired to Dhibban, which was hrmrmugmﬂl.‘hnur.
E.mpmfnﬁﬂﬁwthﬂhnﬂmm
In this abortive against Rmmﬂimﬂbtﬂl cusmak-

ties amounted to ﬂfthu:ﬂ!mdttﬁm:ﬂrhthﬂ
haat.wimhﬂnsmuﬁadmgumlmﬂﬂnthmr Buoth
Generals Maude and Cobbe agreed that the force hud been
hanadled with ability and judgment amd that all mnks lad

" ® The watir in the canil was mit and quite sndrinkable
T Stensct ws aboaf T8 B,
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ot HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

displayed groat gillantry and magiilicen ar!-IIII_H Ine, 'l_'Iur-
Turks were reported to have sustain d about 2 caznaline
inclnding about 100 desertions on the day alter the fight

From May to July thers was conadernble progress mo Lhe
development of British raitway commmmications.  Hy the end of
July the Hnes from Eui tn E‘.11__‘|'||,|_'|||_|'|||.i'1!'|' q;.'.'::_--|_.1.r|-|||..|-i.|._r|'|.]"-|,|j
to Baguba (2 ft. 6 in. gange) pnd Sumsikn o Sadiyn -_’I[‘ G in.
E""‘-"?‘"J had béan 1-,-“-!;l'h.-_,.,;_ | Mlee- Py .||-'|.| fromn Hasrd 1o
Ourra Wwas uncder construction ; and the future progrinumes
smelided the extension of the Baghdad-Samarra  milway  and
the construction of lines from Baghdsd to Fallaja and Musaiyib
respoctively, all on the standard {411 8fn) pauge. In
aeldition to work on milways end rosds, preparations had been
made to combat in the coming winter the effect of foods,
whiclh would E,mhﬂm_.r- bo highsr than those expenenced i@
the exceptionally dry winter months of 19161817

Tha German unrestricted submarine campaign was at this
period taking such o toll of British shipping that attention was
directed to the question of the capacity ol the port at Hasm,
whers in July, owing to the heat and the Ramazon,® there wors
eonsiderable delays in onfoading stewmers and where, as it seomed
to the authoritiss in [ndia and Lenden, development had not
|.;_|-5-||; guifeient pice with the :impnn't-rnrnl of the inland
comumunications and] the growdig sise of the jorce. OUn the
Blst July the Inspector-leneral of Communications m
Mesopotamin, answored o query from India, us to what
irmprovemmts wiere in prospect, by summarizang 1 sitieton,
The port consisted of three portions. At Basra proper there
was only a timber whar! and all enginoer stons were unlonded
by lighter. At Magil, three miles higher up, were len "' along-
gude ' berths and also some ten berths in the stream ot wihich
ships were unloaded by lighters. At Nahr Umar, twilve
miles above Basmn and a station on the railwiy then being
construcied to Qurna, three ships (shortly To be increased 1o
f.-JJ.. Wi L-:Juh' wirloeld on s Ej hank aldsd by short
| Jeities or floating pontoons.  Improversenis were in poogress,
chiefly at Nahr Umar. The Chief of the Imperial General Staff
also divew aliontion {0 (e matier at the beginning of Avgost
and the guestion wis at once taken up by General Maods in
copsitltation with the anthorities in Inclia, with ihe resalf
it there was spom o considerable improvesnent, mainly by
the development of wnlonding facilities at Nabe Umar

During April, May and June considerable  discussion and
cormespondence  concerniing  the evil  administration of the

* A pedienad il |q|: I.r-||.|,| : -}1_ﬂ1mbm
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wiched to make. General Maude guve ks o on this
oposal at some length in o telegram to the &ﬁmﬂw—h—
hief in India (repeated to the Chief of the Imperial General

s far un cotld conveninntly be done without conflicting with
military interest ; nndhlﬁl;uu{ﬁlmihgpmmdmtihu
sach development wis alren mkh:gph:tmmmrdh'ml:hur
Bul he was a.{m:l‘;m;lmt other mmmmm:f adopted might
ilitute ngainst obtaining success agamst the encmiy, .
mFu:ﬂmrmmpnndm':Emmdmdhﬂ.ﬂ;mtitwumu
h:.rgemﬂugﬁmlmtthmﬁrﬁmfﬂmshﬂdmﬂn
title of Chief Commissioner, sending teports direct to His
Majesty's Governmen! itk submitting & copy of them beloms

NeCESsary
to reseree arder and to meet the needs of the ' foree
shouid be mimed ot: that the smendment of liws and
introdnction of reforms were 10 be lept within the arrowest
possible Hmits ; ml:lI#le or controversial adminis-
hﬁﬂj Tﬁmmlmwﬂi:ude started work in connection with
the Hindiva barrage, near Musaiyib on the Eupluates.  Afier
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. HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

oar ccenpation of Haghdad, inspection showod that the woir,
althowel intact, was in wgent need of Popirs ; -I'-‘I-|. s the
trrigation scheme dependent on the barrage had not been
eompleted, the costly work of the barrage Wwis ' in 2 grest
mepsure [neffective.  The local triwsmen were larouwrgg for
distribition of waier ; mnl Lo LL-LEJ_!lk m tranguil, ns well &
35 T-Ir_u.'iﬂr supplica for s !-:-rr--,_l.—._m-:.lll_ "I-{.II'-.I]:-. ifecided to
procead with the de velopiment of Willcocks' scheme of
e o

Asropurds the Al Foroe the Bt bl ennsc r-‘*'*'_‘-r- -"11'1_-'-'!
the activities of No. 30 Squadron, REF.Co; bat ot srried
out a large programme of photography, for the eompilation of
maps, covenny severnl hundred squire miles Prring the heat
wave i July it was found impossible 1o send the Martimsye
muchines fnte the air even slightly before dawn.*  Throughout
lune the ememy's altcraft were more than usually active, b
hﬂi'hiru'll lh'l"'lnl,' sEPT M VTS 0 s 5 .-;” L i 1|..l|||..'\-',
and on the 15th of that month, in view of the approaching
arrival of No. 63 Squasdron, the Alr Foree in Mesopotamin was
organised as (e 3lst Wing, still under the command of
Lientenant-Colon:] Tennant

A short diprmssion {5 here necessiry to refer 1o the Report of
the Mesopotamis Commuission, which was published in June
1917 amil which dealt with the operations up to the fall of Kut
mn Aprl 1964 The mmours of the sulferings of the wounded
in Mesopotamin and of the inadequocy of the medical and other
arrangernents there, in 1915 and early 1916, had given rise 1o
enrmidernble alnrm, fmadety apd indignation ! and wth _!hr
surrengler of Kut came a growing volume of coticism against
the whole incepiion und condact of the campaign. For these
regsons [Tie Majesty's Government appointed 0 Angest 166 o
Conrinsion 1o enguire into the origin, inception and conduct
of the operations in Mesopotamin aml mto the responsihility o
the deparimerts of Government concernsd (0 mMinEtrTmg 0
thit wanis af the {orces ||'|;.1.|r.'.'|--} thitr.,

* Earfy on the 108h Joby two German wrintorn, ardving moch eebansis oo
bt &l Saneara. guve tiemrsivm up Twn CLITELY BT yianes Rl B oo
der ilmscmnal letween Hamadl smld Tileee andd had been bornt. teo o thie o
afrmma, Whin atismpted o owilk wands Samarme having dmgpesd  fIwm
exlpmEion  Gmilked by ooe of ihe German wurrivore. Tirkish  aemsonnd
ar amill savalsy wkd ik 2 oers from Saanaara ot fallesd to fmill ary dmos
of e nr e b e

| Molling said hers |6 iotensdal o Pty 10 the porbemn ol the Kopaft

winclh daalh with the mslival arnagriccais, ag writh e dhls beiory a8t
directly cnocerned
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http://www.qdl.qa/is »l/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x00003a 14l ki 438 e i el




>

atihgll g adixa
Qatar National Library

e
o
=
>
Q

7]
=
o
m

Crdl 1 By A Alaad) ey (@l g ) 0L (5 sl G al) Fo
(9€+/0A) [SYV]."IV aaal N aVANA Y€

R — —

65
MESOPOTAMIA COMMISSION

As it was known that mest of the shorteomings complained
of werein the conrse of being remedied, the utility and quﬂmuy
utlmhmlwmwlﬂmmﬁgu
those holding this view being Lord Rmnﬂmn.,th
mmmﬂﬂnmm.mnhﬂmmhhhdm
* The Times * on mmhjﬂr.mﬁ.agﬁmdmthm

W

an that country of military or civil adminkctration, Al

took evidence on oath and called before it such

docomentary evidence as it mequired, the Commission n i
proceodings did oot gesemally observe the wiual rules

evidence | nor, apparently owmg to the need for haste, did i

fw individuals, whose conduct it impugned, oppartunity
ear the whole case aguinst them.

Feeling that its primary duty was to adjodicate upon the
conduct of the higher authorities responsible for the campaign,
and that it was neither intended nor well-fitted 1o undertake
the functions of o nimber of conrts-martial or militory courts
of enguiry, the Commission decided thist it was undesirable 1o
engquine inko minor complunts agoumnst subordinnte oficers, 1t
ascertained that the chief persons connected with the o
wiere wither in England or could be brought thers, that a great
number of officers who had returned weunded or sick from
Mesopotamins were also ot home anid that the lurge amoont of
evidence collected in Bombay and Mesopotamda by the
Vincent-Bingley Commission® was at ity dis Consequently
the Commissioners decided that they thr.mrgﬁtﬂin

incurming the t defay and expense invalved

mlnﬂhlndﬂpm{m hudt-dumhmuzﬂmm.ﬁt
It seems clear that in no other wiy could all the relovint f&cts
bave bees asceriained or the diificalues and disdvintages,
under which the operativns were carried out, bhave been
weighid in thele troe relation to the failares,  As it was, between
:Iugd:l'l.urt lmm& s ﬂ:ul the Crmrtermaster
wlk a vatnesees ; but festher -
Eﬂuﬂlh[ﬂdﬂﬂnru}mfﬂu:uﬁumnﬂmhﬂn:h.nﬂ:hm
directly responsible for all transport arrangements, were called

= Appriintod by the Covmromens of Indis bn March 1804, b engoire s
tha medical araige=ments in Mesopotamia,

'ﬂﬂdﬂhﬂlmﬂﬂmlbﬂnunmn&uﬂqn}!
peeviously, bul none of the others had mmrﬂml-%
ngh it
T

o o i Lo Sa i, 1,000 G IOR/L/MIL/7/15/66/4 s )
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4 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

{0 give evidence, This amision and other shgny from the
midenee that the Cotmmission did pot always apprecisie the
{rue significance of what it hrarmt e farce to the criticism,
often made, that, genemily speaking. the members of the
Commizsion were  lacking . m the technical and up-to-date
knowledge of military operaton and military war argansiion
||-.::I|_|j1-.-.] i mi o |'_-_'|_|.|i_|_':|. of this natin I 1= useloubeediy roe
thigit, I a mifitary sonse, s frport Was scomplete and o a
few cuErs IMOCCuana

The publicathan af the Repori with 1tz acconnt ol the
p-lt-_ul- ¢ suflerigs ol the wonmded, aroused .I---I-'_I'rll ¥ pivssronate
mdignation in Che Unitedd Kingdom, in which a consideroble
section of the press il 1 i:uH‘u', oyt -:-Iill.'!.l_' the fact timit
the Commisston's conclusions cold oot be accepied ns well-
§oumced until legally proved, demanided e dinte disciplinary
actimm against those whse condact had poen invpugmed.  The
Covernment =t first decided to. hoid @ Judicial Enguiry mic
the condict of nll persons, soldiets and civilipns, iffected by tha
Report.  But, soam aller the debato im the Report in the House
of Commons (12th Jaly 1815, 1L became ¢ lar thot the conmiry
had Jittie desine: for any further protracted emgquiry’, Consequently
this hli=a wils ahandoned, and the Gowvermmend s i ordess
for execative action i fortaln Cases

During the debate My, Chamberlain, whom tHlee Commnizsion
heid parthy responsible for the untoward advance on Baghdad,
H anpounced his ressgnation of the post ol Secrelary ol Siain
. for India. His responsibility in the mattor was admittedly
1 little more than technical, and the Prime Minister and the
Cahinet pressed him to reconsider his decision bt e declimed.
Explaining his position in the House of Commons, he sajd:
* 11 i not pessible that 1 whe om nrmed 0 the Heport npart
' from my colleagues, with whom | acted in commdn in CETLRIN
matters, and whose responmibility is sole and undivided in
other matters where the Commission administers robuke ar
censure, should continue ps the head of that effice i wlhich
my conduct has beety cemsured while such conduct moght at
any moment be called in question by the judicdal tribunal
to which vou are going to refer these muatters.” This resignation,
which was lield o be sorupulowsty proper and honourable to
Mr, Chomberinin, was universally regretted and e e TG
sothan in India. Lood ||:|r|li:|1H-'. wha, ag Vieeroy ol Iiicfin, wiis
alen Blamed 'I_-!;- the Commitalon, demindsd o ||:||:1:||"i:|| H:Iql-'l'iJ"!I'
and tendered his resymation of the post of Permanent Under-
Secritary of State for Forvign Affaim no less thon threo tomes S

. S s 4
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MESCOPOTAMIA  COMMISSION a1

but His Majesty's Government decided that to sccept 1t would
be detrimental 1o the public interest.

The Heport apportioned biame, in differemt degrees of
reaponsibility, o the Home and Indisn Govermments, the
becrotary’ of State for India, the India Office, the Yiceroy and
sevirnl military. officers, ncluding Gensrals Dufi, Barrow and
Nizon. In the light of the fuller evidence svailable since {hen,
it is now E'.lﬂmﬂ!: ndmitted that the Commission’s apportion-
ment of blame was oot altngether justified, mom especalty
perhaps as regards the authorities in India and in its fadlare to
give {ull recogmnition to the way in which they wene hindicapped,
lnrgely owing to the assistance which India rendered to the
Empire immediately after the outbronk of war.

In entiising its nnpreparedness in 1914, judged by European
standards; the Commission appear to have overlooked ‘the
constitutioaal limitations of the Army n Indin to (he difence
of lodia’s frontlers and to the maintenance of imermal order.
For the frst thn in her history, India, on th mastencs of her
Viceroy and poople, wan invited to bear her share of a warld
war against the greatest military power in Europe | and, as
alrendy related, besides other assistance, she sent mony troops
to Edrope, Egvpt, East Africa, Mésopotamis and Aden. The
sirain on her resoufces wias very preat, bot, mospibe of her
mifitary hmitations, she was able at the outbreak of war to
make good deveral deficiencies m the anmament and equipment
of the home forces

The prepamtions of Ewropesn armies - for & vwar on - which
they had been conoentrating thelr atteation for many yeas
proved inadequate in many ways, [t is ot surprising, therefore,
that India—to-whom the problem was new-—lorced o mproviae
at the &leventh boar with medoced or meofficaent resources
shiuld have bein found Tacking in some respecis

LN
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL
AUCEST AND SEPTEMBER 1917 THE CAFTURE OF HAMANL
(MAPS MESDFOTAMIA AND 4, |

HE proposil that Geneenl Maude should advance up the
Tigris in co-operation with an advance on Mosul by the
Russiins did not commumd itself to the | cmmander-in-Lhied i
Inadin, whire & ciose ersiderntion of the piojvict '5':'. his Leonerml
Staff Ied to the following conclusions, The only retining
objective of any value in Mesopotumin was Mosul ond s
distance from our own front in that theatre and from the
Turks in Syrin militated sgainst pfioctive co-openition betwee
Generil Mande's nnd Genetnl Aflenby's forces | wiide the
vilue of Mosal Hsell depended mainly on sustained Hussizn
getion to the porth of Lake Van, HKeports ahowodd that at the
best any Fussian action theee would ba delayed, and the fecoen
{ailure of Peudlofl's offensive in Emrope strengt hemed  the
{eeling that wo could place no relimnce on Hussuin cosoperation,
-I._.|_-||_'|-=|._-r_|_|.1|-n: voan advinee by us p the Tigris skt |-'..ul,- s in
a dangerous situation, sspecially if, as appeared possitile from
recont reports, Falkenhayn wis plinning an advimce down the
Enphrates. Moreover, it seemed that General Mande's estumsts
of hiz ahility to supply o Russian force, practically egpuivalent
to a division, in additkm to his own lorce was too optomishc,
h;ﬂ'j]u: r.-H.L:'-] to the ||_',|'.'|=.|-i|||.: distumee by fodd of Che Iusstany
from railhead, the time it would take to extend the railway
girthward from Samarra and the réceptive copacity of tho
port of Hasta,

e Commander-in-Chief telegraphed brielly o the sl
of the Imperial General Staff in the above terms on the Iat
Augrst ahd conclided by soying that be conpsdered thal oor
proper CiHirse for the ame |:5-'-i||£ was ta securo of hald on the
Paghadad vilayed, and improve oir port {ecilithes ol Basra nnd
our transport and commumcations, s0 a5 fo ben a posthin 10
dimomwtrate in support of o Heitish offensive mo Palestine, of
to take ndvantage of any Turksh miskahed or & venl revivil on
thir it il the lKussinns

The Chiel of the Imperial Generil Staff replied on the 25d
Adgraat.  He agreed that effective co-operation by the Kussians
coulif not be relied upon, but he could not say this to Brusilodi,
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BRITISH POLICY

)

whom he was encouraging in every way to take deastic setion
to restore discipline in the Russian armics.  Sir William
Kobertson i mqﬂmﬂmtﬁmm he hnd;u# that day.
EivINg

e o e Mt
' %ht assemble, at and south of Mosul.

weradd .up to the masimum nember as the Russians mude I

thair t or not. Hnuh:uﬂmituﬂthniﬁiﬂ
General Mande would have on the T .

ol tront
T5,000 rifies and 284 field and heavy guns, with well over twice
the amount of artillery ammunition that the Turks would have -
and it appeared that, even if Rossinn co-operation had no effect,

; Greneral Mavde should be well able to hold his own., The ETIEMY
might be able to get small bodies thirough the gap an General
Muude's right into Persia to make trouble there and to raid our -
communications, assintod by looal tribes, but be presumed that |
General Maude's communications wees guarded sufficiently to =
prevent any serious interruption by such attack, "

Referring to this telegram, lh:«CErnt't’lz Imperial General

Staff continusd that his chject wis to gt the Russians on the
Persian front todo something ;

v o g i S nt ) 20 Ga [ORILMILA7/15/66/4 e
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a4 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

General Stafl on this matter on the Znd Amgust, geving his
views pending a reply from Batitafi. whom tw had asked 1o
give eertain details as to when he would reoccupy the Dhyala
fine aned as to hiz supply and transport requirements General
Maude still stipulated for o vigorows Ressian offensivo every-
where and that his own advance should be conditiotinl on the
Kisstin movements ; but he might possibly have to cat dovn
the number of his nfantry divisions for the :I.-\.|'l._.|.|'|.-..|. Lromn
fonr to thres, Adter poing imbo som facton affecting l
i muintenunce guestion b smid that ri-.'_llr.u-.l the governing
factor in the problem Wis wihait the H.'.|--|.'|r!-- -'-e--.|]_-] ql_,. The
! advantages o 4 combined British and Russinn offensive if it
contlid be arpinged were manidsst, for i wonld give us the
imitintive. & valmable agert.  The Torkish concentration seemed
g o be behindimnd s that, pranied an early Alliod move, there

— ____._.....-..1"

- —

- il

wae a good prospect of brenking ap that concentration prece- ’i
| mral: while the moral effect of owr advance would be I
shstantiol both in Mesopotamii and m neighboaring countries. |

A passive attitode by us would allow the enemy to complete
his concentration and defiver his main stroke as he thought -
fit : and though this attitude might be forced on us by Kossian [
inoction, we should not adopt i Gl i wis chear that there wits
n other alternative open o us.  The fact of having unrclable .
allies need not necessarily peralyse us b the pursaance of war.
Shonld o contimsed offenalve by the whole Ruasslan forces and
ourselvies be decided on afler the reecipt of the Russian reply,
it st be corsied oot suld Gemernl Monde, on the |_'|1'|:|:1::|]_'|'||'n.
outlined previopsly with due cantion and coinciding, stap by !
etep, with Russian progress

Ui the Sl August General Mande replied to the Chiel of the ]
Imperial Goneral Staff'n telegram of the 2nd regarding possibde {
developments in Mesopotamin.  Assuming that romours of
movements were accurade and that these had already begun,
he calenlatsd that  eleven Turkish divisions, numbering
approximately 6000 riflss with 308 field and heavy Euns®
could be concentrated south of Mosul by the end of Seplember
[his number added to the Soath Army trogps in Mesopolamia
would give a total of 96500 rifles and 432 field and beavy glins,
The Russian force on the Persfan front. consisting of some
ZZ 000 sabres, J1,000 nfies apd 102 gans, was benag hedd in
chick by 10000 Turks with 38 guns ; and as the lntter scomed
unlikely to dotnch more than another 5000 men with 48 guns
for this purpose, this wonld mean that they could bmng
B 500 rifles and I puns npminst General Mande.,  The encmy

* L., 34 Bohl pexd 4 lesory gume per division.

BRITISH
AdvHan

.y i gk fe s fmd ) L Ga IOR/L/MIL/A7/15/66/4 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x000040 :dsai il jhd i€ o (ya ye!




>

atihgll g adixa
Qatar National Library

e
o
=
>
Q

7]
=
o
m

Crdl 1 By A Alaad) ey (@l g ) 0L (5 sl G al) Fo
(% +/1¢) [s¥+]."IV dlaall 13VAN4 Y ¢

e ——————————
A

MAUDE'S PLANS as

conld probably find supphes for this force ® but it was doobtful
if they could get sufficient transport | and, while anxions not
to underestimate what the enemy could do, Genernl Maude
felt that we wero allowing fiberally for the numbers that could
be brought aguinst him; It was important to bear in mind
el Sy & o e
prwer neee '

wiould depend mamly on Russian action on the Grucasus from,

wn macle by us in Syvria and an their own
transpore wliies,

The mumbers which the Chicl of the General Stali
had pstimated that General Maude have available by

the end of September were substantinlly correct, provided that
the Baghdad gamison was included and that all reinforcements,
drafts, elc., arived o Hme, Genernl Maude considered,
therefore, that he should be able 1o deal satisfoctorily with (he
etiwmy even if his numbers renched the estimate given. As
regands the British communications in M amia it was
difficult to say definitely, m view of their length and the
fmmense rombsr of lﬂhﬁmmmuhug-thm that they weére

tely guirded. but G Mande was not anxious
on L pOre.

Next d‘;}rﬁmnl Maude telegrapbed that news recefved
from, the War Cffice that Russian troops were being withdrawn
ty Europo from the Cancasus front, combined with ahsence of
news of definite plans by the Russiins and the continued and

y increasing demoralisation of their army, drove him

to the conclusion, which be had delayed as long as

it was safe to do so, that there was no probability of a sustained
Mﬂwwhﬁ Russiuns in that theatre during
force an the three lines of the Divala, T and Euphrates ;
and bhe had, therefore, to review his plans and recast his
mation. Increased mobility woull be cocntial amd,

He submitted, therefore, that the best and most economical
way of improvernent would be to form another division
ghisghjm. apart from the cavalry division and two corps,

:

* Allgenmg that thesr ratbion mﬂ-whhhﬁﬁ:ﬁl--#t
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S——

: two divisions dvailable to reimiorer either corps, to hold. the
Diyala or Euphrotes fine or to act s i generid reserve. [o
form this division he would require the following additional
troops ; three Hritish infantry battalions, two fiecld artiflery
brigades (each of thres B-gun [B-poander and two 4-gun
4-5inch howiteer batteries), three small-arms  ammunition
socthona. one horsed cable and one motor adrfine section, thres
brigade machine gun companiss, ope VEIETMATY, secliin antd

one sanitary section, ' In conclusion,” he said, ™ T should like
o make it cloai that; as regards lrmmeidiate fotdee, 1 am guite
satbufied with my position and that [ s mercly looking well !

ahead in view of possible developments.”

Baitli II:"-‘\' t‘mm"d“[_m-:']l_wi il I-r_";ii_.‘ -_|_r'|.|1 the f_'l:iu - of thas
]I:I:Ii:ll:ri.i-l.l. General Siafi  agreed s o ihe necessity for the
formathon of apother division, to be numbersd the 1Tth, and
her were at once taken to provide the additional units required,

wai constdersble further cormspondence In Anguet i
and September regarding  Russan co-operstion.  General ]
Korniloff, wit succoeded General Brusilof in chied command
of ali the Russian armies on the 1st Angust. send mmperative
ardders for o Russian force wnder General Vadbolski to undertake
an offensive towards Mosul vin Ruwwandiz and for General i
Barutoff's force to re-occupy the Divala fine, where e was to
cote under General H:Hil]f"i orders and be supplicd by him.
Owing to the chaotic state of afinirs in Kussia amd Creneral
Kormiloff's pre-pecapation, the Chied of the Imperial Crenecral
Stufl, bhowever, considered it doubtful U Russao Ceneral
Headqoarters coull make refiable arrungements for operations
on the Persian fromt, and he instructed Gengral Mande to

T for any possible co-operation dimect with CGeneral
. Baratoff. He himsell would continue to press for Russan

co-nporation, thoagh he had hitle hope of griting it. Ay

aepstance that we conld obtain, |h.~nj;rp, would be so much
{§ 16 the good uness General Mande had to take undue risks
return.  The Chiel of the Imperial General Stafl alss said that
it was improbable that the Russians would attempt anythin
on their main Cavcasns front.  Owing to this last opinion, winc
was confirmed by ather information received by him, General
Mande telegraphed on the 17th August that any offensive
nction by lam up the Tigris muest be restricted, though be
hoped thit epportunities might still ccour for a Emited iiflonsive,
thue obviating the relegation of his foroe to a passive attitude,
which would give the enemy his best opportunity and at the
same thne damp the fighting spirit of his own men.

D e —_ S T
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RUSSIAN COLLAPSE 7

From further cormspondence between Generals Mande,
%W the Russfin Cavcasus  Armies)
ami . Mt trinspired  that thest Russian gonerals
mﬂtrﬂhhmﬂnmwmpyihm line and
conuience the o ve aganst Kowandiz 61 the third week

October, respectively | while the British fisison
uﬂn!m-rh.hﬂmuﬂuﬁmhrmdﬂmlmmmd:qﬂnhn

3
B
E

the candition of the Russian armies deteriorated rapidly.
Hntish Harson officers with the Russinns reported their opinion

v wonl offenstve against Ruwandiz not be
possible till 1918, but that Geners]l Basatoff also was unlikely
to be able to re-occupy the Divala as and when i
former opinion was shortly. confirmed by General Prievalski's
application o Russitn Genernl Headquarters for leave to
Pt?lpun.f the Ruwandiz offensive tll Apeil 1918,

0 consequence of this, General Mande telegraphed 1o the
Chief of the Imperial General Staff asking whether in the
circumstances we sbould net withdraw our nndertaking io
mi:ntﬂ.ut;:mihelhlﬁwll:w&mﬂ Haratoff's column, as jts
Prresence with its fighting dfficiency seemed fikely 1o
encumber rather than assist us,  The Clief of the Imperial
{zeneral Staff replied that, as he had not placed any dependence
on Russian co-oporation, recent developments did not
to adter our plans materially. He still considered it desirable to
atternpt to obtain as much Rosian assistance a5 possible and

g
5

Headquarters te on the 30th September—when

said he wis con that meither Baratoff nor
wonld advanoe—
"* British ke

= It ase pitewirtliy that on the 3ih
Caosusian pooplea [Adincln, Teungla
Tm-l'.-und-uﬂl"lnhlﬂtmﬂbi:.
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a8 HISTORY OF THE WAR: WESOPITAMIA

1 wiis imposRibio 10 armve at any definite conclusions m regard to
| the probable Turce-German Tnteniions. At the beginning of
; the mouth it appenred 1o General Maude that there was To
indicathn of a Turlash move Aowen the Euphrates and that at
ihat time ihe ewmy sporad to attach mote imporiance to his
Wisibin-Mosul Ine af communications.  Reports coniinued to
come in of relnforoemeis bheing on their way to Me o LTI
and fcluded perxistent TOTDOUrS of the particiption in toe
l affersive by Germin, Austriin gnd even Bulgarnan roops
and by the middle of Aungust LT & cmedd clear that large numbers
| of motor lorries were reaching Comstantinople from Crntral
.'
I
[ ]

Furope, some of them saiil 1o b for use below Mosul, as well i
mirt o aambilaices, many peroHplanes aigil [ocomotives and much
other militory material The Taurs tunoel was not experied
1o be pondy to take stantlard gaage rails il thee spring of |98
bt General von Palkenlayn was said to have ordered that the
raibwiy mst be extended 1o Maogul by the end of Cotober 1917,

Cin the 15th August i ol Mande estimated that the tatal
strength in Mesapotaniia of il Tarkish Sixth Army amounied
o 2080 sabres and 31,280 rifle® © andl two dayz later, in @
belegrarm fo the Chind of the '[m'pl:-1'u| General Staff, hie :'-ipre.-_-a_'d.
the opinicn that the encmy s plan wontld nclude an enveioping
mevemnent, in which he would push forward through the Jabal
Hamrin and down the Eaphrates.  Amcng thie repsoms which
ledd T to (s conchusion wern the reports of great activity in
road<making between Mosul, Kirkuk and Kifri and the jact
that the Turks, who had previonsly oo upled Cinl Filat and
Cumsr-i-Shirin on the evacyation of these places by the Rusalans,
wors also hokding Shahraban and Maadali with small detach.
ments. which might bo the advanced portions ol a large foree
o might be writhy & view Lo ohinlning uupp‘tiu: fromm theeme arean. T
There had, hitherto, been litthe definite mention in the teporis
teoeived of preparations on the Eaphrates line, but in the fatter
half of Augnst these tended to morease and from a captured
document it was ascertained that, tn June, the Germons biad
carsisd ouf 8 reconnasance of routes between Hit and Karbala.

Referring to this and to ather information recently rrecived,
the Chiof of the Tmperial General Staff telegraphed to Generdl
Maisdde on the 30th Angust that it was probabde that the Turks
might be planning operations on the Euphaates on 4 turger

 ie—

& Apnandiz XL1 gires & comparism of bis detalled ssimata with sm nedaf
ol H’HI' of fkds army takien fean i Torkish domst

¢ From Turkish acooands i1 appears thad i ere i apecil nepd ol e
mipplies from the Manial] srey s e o

BRITISH
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MAUDES PREPARATIONS 0

scule than we had hitherto Consequently, Ramadi
appeared to have Mmm. for its cecupation would
bar the best route deseribed in the German report, and would
alsn thresten an altérmative route to the westward.  In reply,

‘-’:mrﬂﬂmﬁcﬂﬂthu the summer the
of Turkish operutions down Euphrates lud occupied his
st temitiom conatuntly, even when the ﬂm of sny such
Turkish intentinn weore slendor.  Thers wald be bath
e ﬂuuh;maixﬂé::dhnumui whth
oot to @it
if its seemed and desirable.

Thers was some doabt, at this time, whether Turkish rafthead
had vet reached Nisibin or not, but in either cate it soemned
that it could veach Mosul by the end of October
Consequently the enemy’s attack was unlikely to deselop on the
scile anticipated befors that time, wherdas General Madde
hoped 1o have all his own preparations ready by the emd of
Seplember.  To this eod he had boen wrir.lng viry hord all
through the hot weather ; and durng jpresaure ol
work moreased considerahbly. He rnn.hi:glmhn the enomy s
difficulties would be as great U not greater than his own, the
chief one being transport which the Turks conld m‘lﬁ hope to
mm:lrhj.r an unlimited smount of motor transport.
m;ithrcﬂmuhﬁnﬁﬂildm down the E

m'l.rerg'grﬂ: tu!mmme% & MOVEMent in time
b st have excellent

troops moving hhi'nurnalmmnmimdnmmulbu
as an In addition, therefors, to strengthening
his md“pm‘umm-smnhannmn}-wmupmhh
for mobile action, he had much 1o do in making roads and

| Tty
_: :r::ﬂlmm H"‘;:F!m elc,, wu': qumnﬂ]r'::lﬂng
_ satisfactarily and he had
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i HISTORY OF THE WAR MESOPOTAMIA

Cin the Mth August a brigade group, composed mainly of
units from the T4th Division, under Gend ral Thomsor, oroupied
Shahrabar, the Turkish garrison offering little nsistance amd
withdrawing rapidly to the Jubal Hamrin General Mande's
| intention was to hold Shaluralen amid a fime _m::n.'.:-nl from i
i the Divale, this covering his right and talking u step tewarils
re<tstablishing communication with I:J'[ ;t-.lhl..n*- if and when

o v to re-ocenpy the Divals line.
“nl':.:unug.; Anuguast, the I:'u;'t !Inf ihe infantry brigades, the S0th, |
far the new I7th Division, was formed and wias attnched to the
Ist Corps, relioving the Tth Brigade of the 3rd Division in the
Fallaga arva

During the first hali of September news of the encmy '
intentions was still indefinite, The munbers of eleven different
divisions wore given at different times, and from warious
sources, 15 coming to Mesopotamia | and mention wis Scve ritl
| times made of a Sevenih Army which was coming to the
1 Euphrates, but it was not clear whether this army was yel

formed.  One teport said that during the frst fartaight of
August o continual stream of men totalling over 8000 Turkish

! and G0 Getmman and Avstrizn troops with heavy guns, in

R

addition to a daily sverage of seven triin loads of amtmunition,
Bad left Haidar Pasha station for Aleppo; while later news
wiis received that a total of two army corps had left Lonstanti-
pople for Mesopotamin. Other reports sakd that wll drufts weee i
being snt to Palestme or Mesopotamin, that packed men en the
Cauvcasws fromt were being formed into atnck battalions

for Mesopotamia amgedl (hait & large furce from this front ’
sccompanied by German officers had already left foc the
Baghdard front.

Kegarding wovements from Aleppo towirds Mesopotania
there were only vague rumourn sad it appeared thit these hud
{ pot vt enmmeneed on o large seale pnd were probably awarting
. completion of roads and other fine of communication armange-
mamts, as well ag cooler weather. Genrral von Falkenhawn was
satdel to hive been st Jernsalem at the end of August or beginning
of September ; and Djemal Pasha vwas said to have been
recalled from Pulestine and to be on his way to Derlin,
which wis taken to signify that Falkephayn wis to assume
complete control of both fronts and was to take the offensive in
Mesopotimin.

As regards the actual plan of campaign in Mesopolamia,
there wis nothing defimite to goide s

The Turks bad reinforced their garrison at Ramadi and were
sirengthening the position there ; and it wis said that T s
mstallations with German personne]l were to be estnblished

il

A —
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Balad Ruz in the Mandali area;
relfable information that about the beginning of Sept
the Perstan Government had received information from enemy
soiirces that the Turco-German offensive would begin within
a month, and that they intended to enter Persia, occupy
Azorboijan and move towards Turkestan.® Tt was, of conrse,
ibin that this last information might have been given oot
Eﬂrﬂrﬂnf:ﬂn‘pﬂl}rtn mislend we, but, having mgard to
thﬁﬁf-ﬂﬂmnlthum!.ﬂ.ﬂ:da ihility was not convincing.
During: the last two weeks of September it was said that »

;
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| 42 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

| As regurds the policy we shiould oorselves puarsa war o
Ceneral Staff would have prelerred from purcly military
point of view io GuTy oul an aciive defensive :.nJ-._.-r thon an
offensive policy in Palestine and Mesopotamia, "f_l-"“]ﬂli'.' thim te
comcentrate mare British troops igainst the cliel enemy on the
\Western Front. His Majesty's Government on the other hand,
Anabiful of ehixining o decizion owing to the apparent deadlock
in the west, copsidered that the mord and palitical advantages
of an advance in Palestine and ::'T"Ti'-" alfered tanpible com-
pensation ; while in Mesopotamin one of our mmn guiding
furtors was our anxiety for the security of India.  In this
conmection it i worthy of aote that by this time Torkey, by e
taintng on both these fronts momm racally superiar Fritish foroes,
wits conferting a constderabls henelit on hir Europann Alley,

[ O the Bth Augmit the Chiel of the Imperul (eeneral Staff

had informed General Maode that Generul Allonby wis ‘rmml;

reipforced by another division and additional artillery, which;

it was hoped, would enable nm to pinke an effective blow, o

Palestine in Soptember, thus adding to the dissa st tion il

disconmgement of the Turks a5 well as indirectly asssting

Geperal Muaude: Hoving heard nothing mors of this Palestins

oflensdve, General Mands asked on the Bth Septembir i thers

bl been any modificationin the plan.  The Chief of the Tmperial

Goneral Staff replisd next day, saying that there had been oo

modification, that a division from Salonika was on its way to

join Cremeral Allenby and that additional artilery wos being

B sent b The actusl date for the commencement of operitoms

hnel not. vet been declded, but General Allenby hod bevn wasnsd

! i be ready to move (n September if roguired and was working

| to that end Bail awing Lo virisns difficultie:, of wlich the

chbed one was water, he would not e fully ready that month. He
| was irixchons not to bagin il he was rendy and it semed o the
| Chief of the Imperial Geoeral Staff, pudging by avmlabie
tiformation. that it would b sufickent 1 Lsemnral] M}:fltl!:f
corfmetond i the firel fortieht of (etober. (remral Mands
waz askd if he had contrary views, bat he must realise that ondy

very special crcumstances wonld justify General Allenby @6

beginning before he was folly ready.  General Maude replisd

an the 11th = |_I!r:lr||.|i'1 T that he had ||1'||:l,' wanmbed [

Jwiep touch with the trosd outline of Geniral Allenby’s plin

and quite apprecicted  the inadvisabiliy of o prematEe

advince, From tho Mesopotaminn wspect @1 would appest
oifficient if the Pakstine operations commenced in the fing
woek of Cictoler
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! 44 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

o senul the Ford vaps so as to reach Basra in January sapd
February 1914,

O the Slst September G neral Mande sent o long i begrram
tor the Chiwed ol the :|5|1'|'u'1"iui {veneral =iaft lh:—l'rl'|'|||1]ll (BT
constant offorts to enconrage the Bussians to take the offensive
gnd . thetr then evident inteniion of adopting  instead &
passive defensive This actiom om their part would i
considerably his ofiensive action, said Grneral Maude, thougly
he wonld errange to lee no opFpoTILniy of striking s i e
Buf it wak for consbderation whether for this parposs (i foree
ot liis ciyposal would b adequats, owmg to tho probability of
the ultimnte offensive by the el L1 SHperioT masrm s wlﬂ;h
Ie would have fo meet on bis theee fronts, possibly - simmg),
taneoysty,  He would endeaviur 1o keep reserves th hand mady
to move at shorl notice o any threatencd poing, bt thig
might not nltmately be peesble when the enemy closed, o
his own lateral communications, though improving rapidly,
were still unsutted for the speedy movement of troops from sne
front fo another. The time: hind come, he said . when we shonid
CEilsE LD IJ.I.'I."..'HFJ ot thie Brsians® and, o order Lo |l'-;|Eu.u:' 1l
deficiency caused by their defection, he woold osk that sach
of the additionnl] troops, being prepared in Indis for d sputih to
Mesopotamis i necessiry, ak might be available, complete with
a.l'tl“rl'_',.’ angd other arms, shotld b '|'-|:r|'|--'| at lis l‘|'i!'||'l-ll=i.].
He was stifl relisctant to ssk for them and had deferred doing2s 8
as long ai e coulid ¢

In replying on the 24th Septemiber, the Chief of the Imperial
General Stuff said that e had for some time rocognised that
General Maude might requine reinforoiment Al the sume
tmir Sir Wilham Roberizon remiipled Gegerl Mavde (il is
his rile was a defomnive one 1L was andesirnble 1o ook U i=
i Mesopotamia more troops than were necessary to muke him
absalutely secure against all comceivable eventualities, evpectally
a3 his tation :'|1l'1'.'!t|.[t|l WG .l|n';||_11_,' mhwnat Ll-l-l_iJl'l','l, of = kol
wime AL werne ﬁ#]_ij[npg 1O 4

"Iy clost Brom Jrikvats corrmpondence bebwmal Geieral  Mauds [
tameral Ritkpatnck, Cldef of the Georeal S1af (s [adia, (et i Tei sl e
Lremeru] Mamibn bod conmiatently hopss) and plannsd far Rusasn co-npemtion
Brd Mt Frfaael Qo acdipd General Rsepatric's view, gnitiessd foom whai e
bl lenrwi an woviai de Haghdod in A peil E‘;I.‘-‘a_n-"l:r-'m 81k bosim et aninrmasien,
thar it wae inadvissbie 4 bise oor plane ma s 0 oo bmeREy
[ | 1 the Birh Sepitembed General Minds infosmed the ©hief of the Ingpesal

wemesnl Sl thar his oum estimate of Sghting teopn in Mesopotamis wal
krmer than 1|_'I-Il wnd he guve the followimg lgures, which incheded A SC
mpd WA MO pesocoel bat net (et Dodian T R e e L T
Ieowiery.
LU FETTT s TRCT T R
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mﬁmzl::{w sncvesefully, He wished Genernl
after considering the above points.  General
Monde must, of coure, Juok ahead, bui muuumjrnl:h:{u. ngree
that, until his communications had inyprc greatly, the
etierily hod a very difficult problem in trying to throw o formid-
able [orce agninst Genernl Mande, especially considermg the
infliesnce that General Mlm@"u;?nnunm wiihl exert,

Lm the same day the Chiof of the Imperial General Staf
informed the Commander-in-Chief in India that it wan
1o ensure the completion, s early as possible, of the new
formations which Indin was getting ready, and be entered into
some-details concerning the compésition of o new division, for
which he would the artillery and four machine gun
companies. He told General Maude that he was prepared
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4 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPUTAMIA
. 4o provide from Euvrope i fourth machine gun company jor
L-n-:'mi the six infantry divisions in Mosopotnmia

On the 6th, General Mande explained, in reply, that he

il been consdering the future f-”'~"_- r than the present, s
OWINE b the dixtaides mvelvea .III.-! Liis  fame |"||'IIF-"|! bk
organise and move troops {t seemed advisable to |'-"!'h_'l'|tl.|
ahesd. Excopt for the Ressinn Lapse he was alsolately satighed
with his position. The enemy s conceniTalion Wi evidensly
beimge much delayed His rmillyead had only reached Ni=ibig
at the beginmmng o ‘:ni-‘.-:'.'.".-'J lits Fiver cEnunicaions
were insufficient for i large farce and los land transport world
have fo contend with long distances and indifferent roads,
Moreower, the murid of the Turkssh thoofs wis gen: rally low,
and thete ‘was evidence thai our hiockade wis thikdng
difficnlf for tlem to obtam local 11:'|‘-|,I-|I‘ . U the otler hand,
our own commurdentions, im spite of obvious dificulties, were
workdny emoothly and satisfectorily ;| mil, iver and lend
transport wern well organised while supplies, stores and
munitions were ample ; the fighting spirit of our troops was
verv hagh @ and the development of Basra  port  [ockifbe
promigssd weil  The additional cavalry brigade weoald bo most
wefu] amd he would be glad of four Gine i hovwaterr batteris
1 available. In conchmion he sibd that he reoalised fully the
inidestrability of stinting France fo fulil hes reqifetnents
uned he only wished to represent hi= views as regarids the future
i erifficient taitie

{m the 27th and 28th September the Communder-in-Cliet
tn India telegraphed to the Chicf of the Imperil General Stafl,
saying that he could send practically all the troops e uinad
jor a new division, except artillery, to reach Mesopolamis
early In 1818 It did not appear as il Falkenhayn could
dewlop '-IJ]J:'ji,l_"r -trrl-l1[-:'r|'|- agring] L neral Mawds in 1917, but
a3 soon as railbead ronched Mosul he might be able to da &
antdl restrct General Mawde's pren ol maneoavne ]J_\' LI'I-.ﬁE-E
himm to the positions covering Baghdad, To counter s,
General Mands would certainly require remforcements in 1918
Recruiting in India was so good that they would shortly begim
there the formation of nine of the twenty-one new infanry
battalions which be had mentioned in July | and by the greates
development of mechanical appliances he might be able o
roe u few more units from lodia for overseas.  He also hoped
that the Chief of the Imperial General Stafi would soomn see his
wiy to withdrawing the Indian troops from Fast Africa anl
thee erable India to devote her resources to the increading
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I ¢ and, No. 118 Anti-alroraft Soction, amd ten
mechamical transport eampanies had mached the qm.f

By the end of September the 15th Division had peacti
completed its concenmtration in the Baghdad areh: the
17th Division was in process of formation? ; and reorgamisation
had effected a reduction of troops oo the Tigrs line of
communication and on the Nasivivs and Kamn fronts, this
allowing of concentration of preater pumbers in the
arva, where the garrison of ithe city [208th Anti-aireraft
Section, 49th Besigalis (still wmder training), 116th Mahratias
and 1189th Infantry] formed a separate body under the diroct
onders of General Headguarters.

L)

mmmhfltih—mumtllmmlIAuﬂ.-dlﬂq#
3 Nos. 813, 811, 949, 4A4 and 871 {Fasd Viaix) Companirm, Ko, 876 (Paskonds
any. No 968 and 968 {0 fur tractors for f-meh hoveitanrs) Com.
E:J-.ud.‘ﬂ-uﬂllmi and 40th Motor Ambubinés Convi)

= 150 movIstaN | aEsERAL EROoEING),
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| For partuwlyrs of fermabtes of IT8h Divliles, sex fonhsils an page 48
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45 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA
The Tet und I1lrd Corps had now eaci '\:l.':l:n.sl.-" cuvilpy
regiment (Kind lancers and 12th Cavalry respectively) as Corp
cavaley, Al the artillery i ihe foree had been reorgenised, in
which process sonie baticrics had been broken up and ot
strengihened Opn  horse, oine  Geld, ong  GxEy-pudndes
and two Banch bawitEer batteries hod eome a5 renfons,
iriEats ¢ fan mountaln batteries were forming in the counry §
frar  |R:pounder and two 4+ 5anch howitser bottencs  for
the 17th Division were due 10 armive al ihe end of Ociober
atid  fonr more Sdnch howiizer batteries had also  beom
promised.  ‘With the above exceplions ud some other slight
variitions, the reorganisation was complete When all thiees
én ronie aml promised had arrived, Ceneral htﬂ:llh'. winiald
have o fotal on the Baghdad front of F24 guns and howitaem
The G3ed Sguadron, oyal Flying Corps, read sl Basrs o
ihe wmiddle of Augpst. But the mmacclimatised personn
s umbed .11:|r'k|].' i sckoness | and at ome tims PﬁL‘:j.ITiJ.”:I.'ﬂ].E
whole squadron was in hospital. with the result that the
disrmbarkation of planes, transport and stores was entirely
ctopped for a time, An advanced party i thie sqjuadros reached
Baghdad on the Sth September | but misfortune still porsaed
it. for on the 25th two of iis RES aseroplancs, which ey
Baghdad on their first reconnatssince, Wess It tm wn e g
witly an enemy machine near Tikrit owing to engine frobil
On the Sth Octobesr & tFiecl 1|_|'|'r||1h|.I:|.-|: wits lost and i1 was ol
till near the end of that month that the whole !-I.]I]il.l'].'l"ﬂ'l'.‘l et

concenbrated ot Samarm

17T oovesiaR | GENELAL GILLMAN)

=) 2 I LT #
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RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION 45
The main work of the Royal F Corps during A
andﬂnﬁnﬂnﬂvuhmw was “!E;.':

if this became necessary.

Railway progress was good, On the 28th September General
Mande reported to the War Office that it was anticipated that
the seotion of the Bast-—{urnn rilway from the new port ut
Nahr Umar to (hana would be open by the 20th Ovtober gnd
tsal the section from Heisra to Nahr Umar by the middke
of Novenber, thoogh this dependod mainly on the floating
bridge at Kurmat A6, megarding which thete was some
difficolty., An extension of the Haguba line to Shahraban
was in progress® and 4 fine on the metre gauge to Bagubs
following a different alignment had boen commenced, whils
mﬁuuhudhumlmnedtn]:mﬁunwilhmmdudpup
cudlway from Baghdad to Falluja, -

The heat wave which had set in in the first week of July
lasted till the end of the month, after which the normal high

prevadled, the nights getting gradually cooler
as wtumn approdched. Thanks to the better conditions
under which the force was serving and the great improvement
which had taken place in all the medical armngements, the
cases of sickness fiicers and men & generally
lesx thun

=8 AMong o .
haif what they had been in 1916
In the second week in September, Genernl Maude decided
that the time had come to occupy Ramadi. ‘Ihnrl.tha
wis entrstad (0 Generl Brooking, commanding 15th
Division, and General Muude had a personal interview with
him on the 13th September.

The troope to be pliced sf General Brooking's disposal
consisted of the 50th Brigade Group, already in the Falluja

* It woa eommipleted od. 188h Deisbar,
| T [
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& HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

| area®, reinforced by the 8th Cavalry Brigade, the bulk of the
I 15th Divisfon and certain other units then quartered abour’ 8
Bagldad! I

Orders for the copcentration of the additional troops a
Falluja and detailed wrtten m.::}u:c'tum to Ceemieral 1 {
ware tesned on the 14th and 15th September respectively, The
muln difficolty was the guestion of supply and transport, g
the Baghdad—Falinja road was an incitferent one and betwess B
Falluja and Ramadi not much masistino: condd be glven el
river tramsport on the Luphrates. For s in advanes of
Fallufa ten Fiat lormies and 590 Ford vans were phoced g
Goneral Brooking's disposal, as well as fifty cars of the 40t
Motar Ambalance Comwvoy:

The troogs frorn the |-|.,-|_E|:-|,|_l;,q_.-]. aren marehed in (onr eclelms
ot intervals of one dey to concenirate af Fallaja, the
echelon lenwing Baghdad on the 16th September and the lag
schodon arriving st Falluja on the 22nd.  The day tempermfms
was still high, and owing to this and to transport difficulties sn
the ncompletely repaired roads, the concentration was o
pliected withont some incoovenlente and lundship o thes
trops.  (renersi Brooking himseld reached Falluja on the I.M.l'
amdl. to cover the concentration, moved the finit echelon S2nl
Tufantry Bngade and certain other units] to Madblj and the
wecond echielon |:|"."I|‘| ]11t.ar.1|!; H-'I'I!'.:.'l'!l."l 114 H'I‘I1I"lh;.'l:|l‘, 'Ii'ﬂ:rl
they arrived on the Ath

By reducing to o minimum the garnsons there, el
Brooking made available from the troops in the Falluja jm
the Bth Jats, 97th Infantry (less ope company) and 100 rifirs:
14th Sikks to accompany his striking force ; and on the X0
| the 87th Infuntry crossed the Sakhlawiva Canalf and mioved
the left bank of the Evploates, botli fo profect the right ]

" Ths [FEES .lr.-,-,.j:,. 1 the I'l..,||||‘,- wFEii e A ) A e Tiith l-l“lp
the 2¥8nd Reiguale. WF_ &, (10705, 10730d amd T7th Datterie], one e
st Cnoypany Sappors difi] Nllvmre, and the B0t Imisniey rlw;-u-'lr'i"ﬂl wm,
Vdth Skt Sah Punyabis nsdl 07th fafeniry) O these_ the 24th P
wore in foar detschments betwmn the Hinciys Burtnge sl Nulitts i
pepnaluler wars 6 Fablujs o aliove that plece, un bulh ‘banke’ ol eSS
Fopplerate, wa lar ss [rhishan amt the month of the Sakblawiya Caial, er

t These tniimoemests consind of = B~ Flight #0tl Saqusidong, F
with Cavaliy Peigabi fwiidi pEvgsartia of cavalry divisional (pesge, Inr!#
=W Raitery, FLA) Ti5n Heigede B FAD [i086th, 10&Rh and
L Emivirion], 7ond Hasery, S46th Siege Ravery (ks oor et hin], 4400
ke Fiedd Compania, FOE. Mulerkotls Sapper Compumy. 32d Slkh Poams
ilesm v cxsnwpanien) e ging oo dmr.ll::.mml:. foar armeored ol
bl Light Armemred Motar Bagtery, [ 2th nad (2nd Dnfantry Brigedes B
gk wiirnless stabions sl wlministrekive wmiss

5 Them e by & FoofRwendge, Che G ads Ty sesmapsiag antd stzmres by bl
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ATTACK ON RAMADI 5l

af the d3nd Hrigade Group and to caver the construction of a

the concentration of his striking foree at Madhil. This facce
eonsisted of the troops from the Baghdad ane with the addition
of n small detachment 10th Lancens, the Z22nd Brigude, RF A
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51 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

trenches af the nortlern el .||| the |i|||'.||:|.|'|'|'I|.'.¢. Valley Canal I
also seemied probalbe that if ibe 1.r|_|.-|r-.3.:_'|':|||-.|| ta check gup
advance he intended to withdraw. The Turkish strength way
eatimated as gbont 100 sabres, 3000 rifles, 10 puns® and
14 machine guns

Cenernl Brooking decided to encourags the enemy’s &
holief that our attack would be carried cut alomg the banks W
the Euphrates Tio this end he threw & brickee wonss the o
at Madhij and began the constrxtion of & road Erom §t ta ghu_
porth-west along the left bank | hi crringed foae L pplies fo e
callected by fremdlly Arabs on the left bank o the wel d
Ratsadi ; he camped troops alonig the river ; and he made g
display ol strength accompaniod by active demoniirations by
the Bth Cavalry Brignde on the rght of his outpest i
Finally, in kis f"rpu ratiom order, fssoed on the cvening of G
¥7th September, his intention was only ghvwn as ™ o seise et
Mushald position with a view to the capture of the H:u:ﬂf|
pesition.

That night .t at 845, the 12th and 42nd Brigndes- starishl
thetr advince in Ene from the wicinity ol oor oviposis,. THe :
12th Brigade (less 43nd Erinpura Infantry and 80ch Pumabss

by et posts] undier Grenera] Dunsford was on the mght nstr
i Mndbiy~Rameds road ;. and wwth the 420 Brgnde ondar.

ehiernl Eucan wero the 448th Company, R.E.; and & munm
Tl Plopeers. The TMth Brigade halied aboul twin mides il
of MeCudden's Point. whete it establishied n line of "
pistz, bt the 42nd Brigade contingsd 1o advance tll & s
established & similar Hne alomg First and Lower Knolls This
it bad done by 1230a.m., when artillery positions for e
atiack on Mushmid Ridge were selected, prepared and fiess
occupied. A further object of this infantry advance wes
socure @ crossing over the Euplirates Valley Canol af the dam: .
and Geperal Lacas, deciding o malee this pood as soon S8
possibile, pushed forward patmls (o cccupy Habbaniys and
Facape Hills a5 soon 25 he had ocenpied Lower Knoll, TS
having been effected with but tnfling opposition, reinforommses
seenred the erosing, where the dam, only slightly demagalss
was made fit for the passage of all arms by the 448th Companis
Royal Engineers by J.80a.m

In the meantime the 43 Erinpuras and 90t Punisbs
withdriiwn froimn the outposts, were formed with the ath Je
into o ressrve brigade onder Cidose]l Bourpe (Sth Jais) und

* Accomang (0t Turkld sommander copimred ot Famaall his IH#
AL El"fl ey, W pepbilery s 3R infantry witls 10 gunk ) b
1 Lapees ol ihe lamt asrojlshe |I|l_-|_l|_ﬂ|_'!'.j_'F-\.|"!] if the Tkl Ih'ﬂ.h'l'.l-'ﬂ

distributed to the trooge betom they marched of.
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ATTACK ON RAMADI 5

Teparted the ridge to be vnoccupied, the urtillery opened
firo with aeroplane observation @ and two “’ﬂ""”’“}'
Gurkhas advanced.  Although they came n
Tarkish shell fire, these compamics suffered only o few casnalting
andd by 7a.m. had accupied Mushaid Ridge and Point, both of
which places the enemy continoed o shell beavily, as well as
the ground east of Horse Shoe Lake, whers he evidently
telieved our main attacking foroe to be.t

A 630 um. General Brooking ordersd the Gth Cavalry
Brigade (0 move south-west, under cover of the Muslhadd
Ridge, cruss the dam and then move to the west of the Axixiya
Canal 50 as to cut the coemy’s line of retreat west of Ramadi
and attack his mar, Ten minuies later General Lvcos wais
WA e L5 Eriguh, G st b et

i ignie again by the 43rd Er
und B0th Pusjabis| to cress the dam’ and support Genernl
Lucas. The Gth lats were to remain sear MeCuddens Point

to the right flank.
m uﬂrf?.m dm,, accompanted by the four cars 13th

3 ; E
Rumps had to be made and a bridge constructed, bat this was
m:n;mr] by 1230 pan.  The then continmed ity
advance, first moving due west imel\‘lmr_u, nFIM; .,
encemntering a litle opposition two Turkish- cavalry
squadrons, hid talen up a astride the road to Hit about
three miles west of | and had eut the

Fme hondpad riffes, 14t Sikle formod ssoorn o Frints Has
imrveEnenty msl of biat ridge.

M o g i S nt ) 20 Ga [ORILMILA7/15/66/4 e
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54  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPUTAMIA

Hit bv about 4 pm. Soon after this, enémy gum f
barges on the Euphmtes opened fire on our cay alry, and
maintitned it il dark _

To return to our infantry. When General Brooking's 7 a.m,
order reached General Lucas at 730, the battalions of the 42ad
Brigade weie somi what scattered Half the I/6th Guridhas
wire laokding Mushaid RKidge and Pomnt and the other half
Lower Knoll and Habbanbya Hill ; the 1/4th DPorsetshine wemg
betwern First IKnoll and Mushaid Ridpge ; the /5th Guridhss
were nefr First Knofl | oand the 1/5th Gurkhas (brigads
foserve] worn between Lower honindl and Lale Rnall  Cenrid
Lueas directad the 1/5th and 2/5th Gurkhas to crms the dion
and seiee Middle and Doaable Hills mespu ctively, the Dorsats to
fullow them in support amd the 26t Gurkhas to remain whess
ihey were for the the bring. But as thess movements ool
ikes soamie time, Gevern] Lucns sent General Brookmng o mesag
saying s od ceommmiending that of tie 12th Hrigade was
Eil.Erh' niEar [ shonld |.-|-L,I-, an. Deperal Hroolomg .-l.llrrl:|!|:|.|'.:|:!|'
|-.-.|,=.."| arders 4t B43 am. for the 120 Prignde to selze Midde
ind Double Hille and for the 43nd Brgade to reform sl
fallow the 12th Boigade in support. The |[5th and 256
Gurkhas, however, made quicker progress than General Lucas
had anticpated, as they crossed the dam after the cavilry of
pbout B30 and 9 aeri, reapectively. By oihe latter oot the
| ey Courkhus Bad formed wp for atteck behind the southe
westorn slopes of Escope Hill and at R20am., began e
sl vance aguinst Middle Hill. Cseneral Liscas informesd Ceneral
Bresking thar the T21h Ilng;l-ir- was twn mitles hehind and i
ieal of most of the artillery, and that consequenthy he wae ool
comphving with the 845 ofder and was advancmg on Macklle
mnid Doabile Hills,

] The 1/ 5th Gurkbas came arider consideruble shell fire fro
I'urkizh guns posted near Jackson's House, but, suffering ooty
o few cassiies, |-I|J'|l||'l|. WMididle Hill about 10 a.m Tha
i 2/5eh Gurrkhas veachied Tel ol Ravan at 10530 dom., and occupmisl
] Double Hill hatlf an hour later. The Dorsets, who had reachad
] Tl al Bloyon, remuaimed there m smpport of Ehe 1/5th and ‘.I‘-'Eth
Girkhas and the 28th GurEhss. whio st 930 L. had
b fecEved] ofdere to withdiw Trom Mt Hi:iHl' and thel

other pesitions, were concentrated near the dam os

reserve, Dy this hoor (11 am) also, the 215th and Eind
Brigades, K.F A, having crosed the dam, were in action I8
o MIppor ol the two 5th Gurkla bottafion= [he seclinl
40 1"":1'Hl. Battetry wis se{l] b fl= original psiEboE e TFirat
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ATTACK ON RAMADI 55
Knoll and the 12th Infntry Brigade was weet of the dam under
vover of Escaps HIlL i o

At 110 am. General Brooking sent orders. directing the

A2 ww by the 12th Eﬂph, io capbune

:
¥
5
:
%
:
E
¥

28th Gurkhas to be held in reserve. The 1/5th s bogan
their advance from Middle Hill at L10pm., but, owing 1o
deliny in transit of the order to the 2/5th Gurkhas, that battalion
disl not move forward from Double Hill il about 2 pm.
Unider cover of heavy fire from our guns, the 1/5th Gurkhas
cxperienced no difficulty in seiring Kamadi Kidge Hot, on
nearing they crest® at about 135 pom., they cume under vary
heavy fire from artdlory, moachine guns and rifles from the
eniemy’s main pesitions about 1,000 yords distant and at
closer range from mackine gum in a number of emplacemonts
along the broken banks of the Eaplirates Vallsy Canal. In a
very short time this fire cansed the Gurkhas over 100 casualtios ©

e ot a3 they topped the ridge ; a litle later the
25t Gurkhas eamn up on the left of the Dorst o i )
at 330 p.m. another company cume tp on the left of
the Z/5¢th | snd about 4 pan. the 2/8th Garkhas also cume ap
and a fine oo the right between the 15th Gurkbas
aned . the Valley Canal. This eceupation of the
Ramadi Ridge, which pinned wWas
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S8  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Al 245 pam. the two keadding battalons _'l_"Hh_ Punjabis .-._1_1,]
:I-:-E'i-li ';al;;-.;.]h} o | |_1|-_. iTth Hr.lﬁ'-'_-u'.-l ':'u'.'lll i Bl ]'l'E"u]l tth
advinee westward from Escape Hill a1 130 pm., had reached
Dionble Hill, with the remainder of the brgade west of Tel al
Rayan : and at 330 p.m., supported by the fire of the Tind
Brigade, R.FA., and of eight machine guns, the Ponjabis and
Gabrwalis moved forward against Aximiya Kidee, which iy
secured without much difficoity amd without much loss.  The
occupation of this ridge so honmed in the “lurks that, wiless
ihey could break 11 I_.|.|!|-,|. b Bily ( n.'_'ll':. an:u.i.-l : ti.g!-
n]-rp;'a:rl. 4 to have little chaneo of sseape.®  But it was considensd
advisable to withdmw the 423nd Brgade to Middle Hill alter
derk. both to rest the exhansted troops aod (o place them in
a better position to deal with & possible counter attack. The
i Turks, larwever, made ng sych afiempt and o infantcy frused
a guet night.

1:l:|.' pightfall, General Hollaml-Pryor bad made all i
dispesitions to deal with a Turkish sttempt to break throug
il Bl Cavalry Brismde. From o persenal reconnmissanes
icwards Wamad| e had come to the oomeliusksn that, oW HE
the poed for wiater in the heat, the enemy would probably e
the track close to the rver. Tloee squadrons 14th Husams
astride the road had their left nedr the river ; on their ngnt
saadrons 21t Cavalry had their nght thrown slightly forwied
and on their right agein, alo  thrown slightly forwand
were the 220 Cavaley and 15tk Machine Gun :‘;-.1I1-Hj:lll‘li-
"V " Batfery was to the right rear of the Znd, and mihe
wride on the right flank were & sqoadmn 1dth Huossars and tha
1ch Lipht Armoured Motor Battery to watch the appronches
in that direction. Two squadrons 2lst Cavalry were in sopport
of the 14th Husein with o strong patrol well to the west on the
road to Hit, whence reinforcements were expected.t  General
Holland-Fryor's machine guns were posted 0 sweop te
spproache, oo which all important polnts weee registered, uzd

*¥ " Batiery '|.|:-"||1 B @ OOminuams fire after dork, both on the
Turleish pun-barpges on the Euyplrates and oo the -Ariem
Bodpe. There was bright moonhght till 3 a.m. and ssen aivee
this the enemy in considerable stremgth, with three or fouf
gums, having crossed the Aziziva Bridge, made a Getermnes
atieropt, ynder the cover of the bre of their guns of Lt
Euphrates, 0 break through

.1:' fhr' disprmriion of Cretersl Boolong™ oops st 4 pm. e lf;uﬂ'; o H-ﬂ

f The bngade had practeally aa emtrenchong fools, was pal nrmmed wEh
baraneie. ond i led borees had toe b lefp gnder conver smes dintamos 16 795
The posbtmon we ong therelone of comsdersbile ek
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lasted for about an hour and o holf, and by daybreak the main
Turkish force had fallen back across the Aredya Canal, A
colmmn conststing of the 20s1 Cavalry, 15th Machine Gun
Squidron and 13th Light Armoured Motor Battery then maved
up the Hit road for about ten miles to capture any Tarks whe
might have managed (o alip past.  Nooe was found, however,
and the only Turks seen were some cavalry on the  oppoile
whao had swum the tiver st Ramadi. 14 hod boen o fins
peece of work, for which in his report General Brooking
tiributed great credit to Geneml Holland-Pryor and his hrigade,
ho specially mentioned " V" Battery, the 14th
and the 21t Cavolry, .
Brooking had issuwed orders for the 12th
o supported by the ZXind Brignde, R.FA, to
carly on the 20th September, seive the Axzive
and attack eastward under cover of cross and enfilading
the remainder of the force. General Dansford accondingly
the 80th Punjabis and 2/30th Gahrwalis, supporied
pindes  1/5th mn'u. all under command of
~LColonel Waring Punjabis), to advance
Aziriyn Ridge and the western end of the Sk
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58 HISTORY OF THE WAR:@ MESOPOTAMIA

the beft of the Gadrwalis o gilvance along the low Erotimd
between the ridge and the canal.  After a fve minutes’ bombard.
ment of the trenches on Aziziva Ridge and of the Shaikh
Foraja Ridpe, the hoand 38h began thewr ndvasoe g
B.A5 am, Bt coming ander heovy nfle and machin o .
fire. both direct and enfilading, they were chicked for o few
mibnmtes during which time the (ueen’s came up on the left of
ihe line.  They, the Galirwalis and a small part of the Punjabis,
then pashed on, first captonng the Azipiya Hidge tremches and
then soon after 7 am., the westermn end af the Stmikh Farajs
ke

[t was found, however, that owing to the walled gandens in
tiw vicimity, the Asiziye Bridge could pot be seen nor kept
upvdi=r fire from this midge. Captain Hodgerson (278900 Calireealis),
ihe sendor offsoer preseat with the firing bne, thereupon decicled
ter advance alongside the Azigiyn Cannl against the bridge, i
which wvicinity three Turkish field guns were in action.  Taking
with him a mixed body of Queen’s, Gahrwalis and o few Punjabs
nnad during the wdvince bringing Lewis gun fice to bear on the
Furklsh guns, Captalpn Rodgerson moved forewand, Gmally
capluring ihe guns and securing the brnudge,  This was about
70 nm.  Meanwhile the bulk of the Punjakbis had gained the
Shatkh Fomja Riudp Two of their platoons had captunod
Unfans Hill and, though they were driven off agnin by a
coitiiter-aitack and did sot re-occopy the hill, the Turks werm
forced finally to leave it by our gun and maching gun fire

Though this mpid sdvance had met with complets suonsss,
the lemding troops of the 12ih Hngade had sastnined o good
many casualtes, amd wore soenewhat  disorpansed  amd
cattered, Al B am, thore seem to have been pbout S0
eliective rafles with C:.!Juin Rodperson at e b i, anid aboot
M Punjabis on the Shalkl Farja Ridee ; and, a5 0 Turkish
counnierattack amunst the meht of the Punjubis was [eamd,
the giestion of withdrowing from the bridge to Shaikh Famja
wis considersd  But the necessity did not arise, a3 at aboud
L #.15 am. Turks in large numbers began sarmendering to the
Laafrrwadis ot the bridge

At davbriak the 40 Brigade had foond the en my still im
occipition of lus trenches to the north of Ramadi Ridge;
nnd st 930 aom. Gemseral Loois reccivid onders to advance.
As his lending troops began W move forward, white fags went
i all along the ooomy's line.  In the msantioe onders Jnd
also bewn seat to Geners] Dunsford te attack castwand, us the
iy 1 tront of the 42nd Brigade was etill holding out. In
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CAPTURE OF RAMADI L

dmmi&nwﬂmhmﬁmﬁ% stares, railway
and . Owur own cassalties from the Zth to

176, the 1/5th Gurkhas 189, the 90th P
182 and the 2/09th Gahrwalis 168, A feature of the casualiies
wia the large proportion of very alightly wounded, duoe w0 the

high-hirrsting Turkish shrapnil.

In their reporis {"rauﬂrai:uﬂrmi.:f and Mawde both paid
high tributes to the fighting spirit endurance of the troops
engiged and o the manner o which the operations o
testified to the excellonce of their training and discipline.
The dov-heat had been considerable and the operations hud been
only memders] possible by the exodlent armngyments for
wiler mﬂl, organized and controlled Captain Cruwford
On the Soptember alote, owver. 14 pullons of wator
had been sent up in Ford vans to the fighting troops by the
untirmg efforts of the officors and men of Nes 720, 730, 753
nnd 784 M.T. Companies.

On the aftermoon of the 200h, General Maude sent General
Brooking a telegram suggesting a raid on Hit, tharty-two miles
dhistiunt, where there wias reported to be g wirehss station with i
m&:m and smumunition, ind onlya small garison.

king could sot arrange for & raiding column that
night. and propesed o wnd it the next ; but, owing to delayy
in the transmission of telegrams, the mid was not carried ont
till the night Ist/Znd October. Hit was reported to have a
Turkish garrison of 2% to 400 rifies, and the raiding force
consisted of 24 R.E. officers and men of the 451st Company,
and 365 officers and men of the 1/4th Dorsetshire, all carmed
i Ford wvams, four cars 13 Light Armoured Motor Bittery
about four miles of road, started about 8 p.m. on the Yt >
bt was g delayed} that it only reached n point about five miles
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| chort of Hit it 5a.m. on the 2nd. Al chance of sarprise had
paszed and Colonel J. F. Tarper, B E., commanding the colwm,
had mo option but to afder o withdrmwal., Bebope l'll'llJl'r:.h,lr
hivwever, he sent forward the armourod cars to reconnoitrs
and do what damage they could,  But they were stopped by
soft ground and efivcted not hing, thoogh exchanging shots with
an enemy patrol, The wit hdrawnl wis efiectod withont difficulty,
though two moetor ambulances lad (o be abandoned .

tn " Yilderim " Lieutenant-Colenel Hussain Hasnl Amir Bay
gives 3 briel account of the Joss of Ramadi, derivid from the
report of o Torkish stafi captain (Tewfik Effendi), one of the
few mumbers of the garrison who mansged to escape. The
Britlsh force advascing on the 2st Soptember hul bom
estimated at two cavalry mgiments, six batteries and mven
infontry battnlions und the Torkish commander reported thint
at the 224d he had defeated, with the asssinnce of Arahs
ane of thése battalions movng alodig Lo porth bank of (e
Buphrates.® Til the telegraph bne was oul o 1 ..'HLll II:I_-!
Turkish cominander had not fathomed General Hrooking's
mtmmtions,  Bot, in the shsence of news from - Bamadi, orders
wern sent that day by Yilderim Hemdgoorters to the Syl
:’n.ﬂ'.IL:," to =endl o division at epes (o Tiont towards Kamisdi
Whether this wiss done or not 1s ned stated ; bot ne mevws wal
obtalaable of what was happening - ot Komad) till" townrds
the evening of the 30th,} when Tewik Effendi, who had cromssd
to the porth bhank of the l-'-1|1'1|1-|r---- feached] Hit alker I'L'Il."l.n.g
been completely stripped by the Arabs.

The 3L Regament Witk Al on0e ol dered  fom Tikelt
powards Hit and the 157th Regiment, helding posts along the
Enphrates, was directed to concentrate al Hit, whose garrison
received instructions 1o retire || attacked by superior forom
The wireless stmtion af Hit was iranslered (o Fetisn ]_'1.I.I{hI1Hl:|.'I
and all stores, et 6t Hit were (o be evacuated ns ropidly as
possible.  The Tuorkiash dccount continmes

* The disastor 1o the Euphrotes Groap hod opened (b
rver to Uie enemy As the Coroup hsd b .n:nLﬂ:'tPlj"
wiped out, he was free to make any move he wished o
the other fronts. The Russians too were relppenring o0
the scene with Irish troops. The supply difficulties m 1he

* Thais r\'lll..;-.l..l.i;.l';rl;11. |JI: ;—:"-“l-r:l'-'l:lil_‘l :._l:l-.Lln-ﬂ [ulijmad ol EBe M]JT:IE-NIHT
Iry whoet 300 Amis, who kkdlled or enpiared the greater part of the plabogd.

t Exrly om b D0 an esny servplane wis on the polai of algheng ot
Ramadi, when o pilot, disccvoming that we end aot the Turls wemil
sccupaion, dew off ngusn. 10 escages). soys Colooel Temoant [ L6 £Ee gl
e 1I.l.|,|||l.-.1 P irmng b e van wilorts. b0 dart & " Spasl ™ m-ljﬂﬂﬂh
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OCCUPATION OF MANDALI 6l

rane of the XTIT Corps would soon necossitate the with-
drawal of eur loft on the Diyvala, To secury the
Euphrates the 157th mont ab Hit was insufficient
protoction. The 50th Divison, which wss at Aleppo,
therefore ordered the 18%h Regiment and one battalion
of artillery from its attached troogs to march to Maskina
an the Euphrates and from there to procsed to Hit by
shakiurs,  An infentry regiment, & battalion of artillery
Tlf vanous {otmations of the division rempined af
Pi_H_I.I'Il

Lt ks aleo clear that the arders to the Torkish commander ag
Ramadi gave him complete latitude 10 retiro from thene if
nocessary, thongh the position was imporiant a8 o i
the routes to the Eophrates districts whence supphes coul
be drawn, and also as a good advanced buse for operations
ngninst our left flank.

For us its capture had a decisive effect locally. As Candler
says: “in the Baghdad vileyet Ramadl was recognised as the
drop curtain for the Turk,”

After the operations against Ramadi had started. Generul
Maude srranged to oceupy Mandali (twenty-sevin miles east of
Halad Ruz), the centre of an area from which the Tarkish X111
Corps had been drawing suppliee for some time past. The
epemy detachment at Mandali was reported to consist of 120
sabres with two machine gunst and the Torks were ostimated
to have the following other troops on the left bank of the
Diyals -—at Quasr4-Shirin, 80 sabres ; st Khanlgin, 80 sabres
and 150 rifles ; and at Qmil Ribat, 300 saboes, 720 rifles,
R guns and 16 mochine guns. British detuchments held
Shahraban and Balad Rus

On the 24th September, General Maode issoed orders to
Creneral Norton, commanding 7th Cavalry Brigade, to seize
and oeenpy Mandali with his brgade, to which were attached
5" Battery, TLH.A,, four cars 14th Light Armoured Motor
Battery and other details inchuding two nes.  Leaving
Balad Ruz at 930 pun. on the 28th, this colomn effecied s
plarposs poxt merming withond diffeculty, Mandali being ocoupied
by 1l nm. The coomy gartson offired little reslstance and,
finding (ts retreat towards (=l Hibat amd Khanigin eul off
by a detachment diverted by Genern] Norton for that purpose,
dispersed northcastward into the hills, . .

According to Liewtenant-Colonel Hussain Hasni Amir Bey in
* Yilderim,” the Joss of Mandali so affected the supply
situation of the Turkish XII1 Corpe, that ot only had the

"R hael Il General Mande's Intelligsses Stafl to believe that part

at ay rnde il Ui Sikh DHidhlion wiin 52 Chis 5 in the Soml area
f hifvar the capiure of Mandall. the geivise wes paisl o have bees comi-
pooed ol 104 sabews, 2 machine guns abd B ssen af & ool battadon.
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@  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

st Infantry Begiment (o be withdruwn to Rirkuk from Kiled,
bt the cuvalry brgade had aluc to retire to the right bank of
thie Phivaln ™ He By { ottt thmt after !III .I"""-"- ||{ “il]:!l.lu
and Mondali. and in order to @ive any AssiSlance requinsd
for the fehting that seemed possible on ihe ligns, o lurpge
part of the il Division was concentrated at harkuk and the
$3th Division was gent (o the Tigne from Altun kdpri
The following brief summary, tiken frow e CretTiinm. nd
Turkish - accognts aleady rdesred 1o, zhovas  poerilly .'h"
ETIETY |_.|||-_.. nndl fhtenikons GIEnng A ughasd -'II';' ""'.,"'!I-'I:I:ll.'ﬂ"-r
The fact that by the end of September the snemmy hud grven. ap
for ihe fme being the dea of an afiensaave Mesopotamiz was
pot lesrnt nor realised by us for some: tims =
Thin FI_||1| il |_'u_|'|'|]'|_|_ij,=lll -II'T_'I.I'|“I"1 h'. {simnfal '-'l- 1] :'.I|L|-||I:|:i1|'_|1
Ty thee i'u-'g:l:llrul.'u';-:[ -‘LII:EH*—.I:, wns that the Seventh Army shothd
ecncenteate at Aleppo by the beginning of UCcteber and thal
the Tarkish portion of it should march down the Eophinites
jo Hit, where it would b joined by the Leemmnan Astalle Lorpe,
woving in motor lorries, so as (o sturt the offensive trom thei
apainst the Britkd lelt at the beginming of Teeember.  Early
in August Genernl von Falkenhoym went to Gsermany o
imspoct the Asintc Lorps, and by the middle of Augiist, when
e returied Lo |'-|r|.1__|||,:||'.-r|||-I . e hind doiltsts as b |hl‘ .l':l."-'l-‘-'i.-
hitity of underfaking an offensive in Mesopotamia oniil the
Palesting front was secun: ™ :
At that time, sccording to the Turkish account ** Yilderim ®
the: distribution of the Turkish armies wis as follows
Mediterranean Seu Front  5th Army (eight weak divisionsg.
Cancasus Front e Army  (six  divisions), dod
Army (four divisiond, ong
cavalry  brigade and  smnmal
voalanteer detaclimsnts)

Mesopotamis Fromt fth Army [(dx divisions sl
sevoeral volunteer detachments],
Falesting it Army [twelve divisions, e

cavalry brigade and Hedjne
ol

L

Y emen Tl iy {thres ||I'.':-II:II'I:~_|.
Rumanis Bth Corps {two divisions)
e Ith Armmy {Rwve divisiong)
Tatal . A8 divisions mnd several
i detachmenits

_".1..|:1.|;:lll:|,'. I'It'l-ﬂ'-'l'-', it doos net sppear o haors .|a|. !n:lh.ldl-l;-';'l 'lﬂﬂ] we
wlvanced b0 the Jobal Hamrin {see pext Chapiesi
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ENEMY PLANS &1

Mmmtmuthﬂhnhﬂrkhhmmhdngnkm
to farm the Seventh Army fur the Baghdad project. _
O the Cavcasus front the intentionn of the Ressians wers oot
-tlnn:nndﬂ:i;nﬂ‘nuﬁ:ﬁmm; but the situstion was net
dm General Headguurters traneferred  the 48th
Diﬂ:imhth&l’mﬁ.hmy. iy .
: Sixth Army could always be reinforced 1
giyu:mmm ve Knssana or 3 I

force in Mesopotsmin was being rvinforced 10 any  seriois &
extent, but it was rapidly improving it= ﬂmmunﬁ:xﬁu," No
danger wits anticipated on this front, ax it was held that the
British invasion had renched its natural lmits.

Un the Palestine front the British had been mcreasing their
strength since their failure at Gaza in April, and were evidently |
propating for a eoewed offenstve on o big scale, This offensive -
neemed likoly to begin sbout the middle of Novembes, I

During Aumvst General von Falkenhuyn od to Epver -
FPasha that it would be necessary 1o make the Palestine frant
secure before moving against Baghdad | but Enver wauld not ‘

. The former held to is ground, however, and 5t the end
3huguﬂumfr1'mmunﬂtluhﬁ:ﬂ took place between
Greneral vun Falkenhayn amd Enver and I Pashus, when '
the only decision arvived at was togend the 24th Division to the (|10
Palestine front. General von Fallenhayn then pat lis proposals i
in writing before Enver Pasha, hinting that, if the latier still S
refused to lsten, an appeal would be made to the German
Eﬂﬂe Command. Enver then gave a more favourabie regly,
suggested that Falkenhayn should make a personal

hﬁgun of the Palesting front. Folkenhayn's German Chicf
of « Who had gosie in the meantime to Germany to discuss
the situation, returned from there at the beginning ﬁeﬂmhrm

Un his arrival General von Falkenhayn loft Constantinople and

inspected the Palestine front | and by the middle of September

ll:;.nu\;rPaahs..ithnH, realised the danger threatening
i

An addittonal subject of friction at this time betwen

Falkenhuyn and Djemal Pasha was the question of command ;

and Mustapha hnmﬂrmmmﬂn!the‘?mhlh Seventh Army,

* A British mail tedd wbout 2th £ Likelibowsd b
ol chapgs-in u-h'hm.“pt.nm. ::,?m 13k, H#Wmﬂm il
ann cavalny brigade.
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a4 HISTORY OF THE WAK: MESOPOTAMIA
wak nlto much dissatinfied But, on this guestion -li_:u, Eusvep
Pasha did not come 10 any decison till the "'_""! nf September
when be arrived af the following compromise The forms
in Syrin and Arabin® were to form the Fourth Army ungder
Piemal Pesha, with headguarters at Lumascus ; the forces iy
Pulestine, Le., up to the northern boundary of the Jernsalom

ovinee and on thie Je rusalem e of comimuiicatiin, woes o
w formed. into o new Fighth Army, wilbich with the Sixth and
Coyentl Armies were to come gicler Falkenhayn's commund,

The enpmy's main Bitention was thereafter conventrbel oy
apreratinns gt the Palestine frond, and though preparation s
M.-:.|J|r-u.:||_;:|||_|_ oontimasd iy wen only l-i'l'rll'l] ot 1o bake-
sarm Taslion

Oy ths 0th September Mustapha Kemal Pasha, commandmg
b Turkish Seventh Armiy, <ent 4 letter to Enver Pusha on the
general situation, which, being ill-received by Enver. Jed i
Mustapha Kemal's resgration a few duys latet his letteris
given in full in Appendix XLLL but forr estsy Telerencs e ifam
conttenitions ave summarised here Dirawing attention to the
chantic state of the pountry internally, due to the Inibey sl
cormaption of the civil administration, he sad that i the var
conitinted Turkev's grimtest danger was probable indermal
Mescliition. Tt was Hkely that the war might contimie for @
consideratibe time and the Central Powers did not hold the
to peacr, while the foroes of Turkey were so weak that cyon if
il hier resources wete eollected they would still be unsafbchst
Constomtinopke might be attncked from the west  On the
Caucasss front the Turks could make no headway, and could
not stop & Rusian offensive il made, though such an aifeosive
semed impossible,  In Mesopotamia the Bniish, lavisg
gl their objective, had no political, coonomsic or militany
rensons for o further advanee ;| and even i they did coniione
o sdvaiee Lo |:'-\.="i'|l||!|'_ the ez of "\ffl"i'lll I.'n'll'.|.||| ot h’l: m
eerloms. und wonlld not affect the E_'l-']'rl"l'ill situation. O the
Hejax and Sinai fronts the enemy had not yet attained .ﬁ
potitical and military objectives, and was known to bee prrepirmg
to achieve his purpose, which was the subjection of Turke
ilie formation of & Christian state in Palestine ander Heithlt
influence, the |'|1'.-:||:|||.; ol Tl.|r't|':l. of her: most IJW':PIETM
provinces ardd the destruction of her Tast religious predominans

Thus the exigencies of the military situation required Tur
to be ready to meet an attack from the west and to fo
the enemy’s advance on Syria, 1t was useles to ignore te
danger fo' Syrin or io think of recaptuning E-rl.[-‘,ll-d-ilj"""
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VIEWS OF MUSTAPHA KEMAL ii5

puysically impossible project—with Turkey's laut reserves.
in his opinion it was essential at once to undertake kniernal
telorm and the concentration of all possible resources for g
defcosive militory poliey. A Turk responsible to his mwn
bovermment should contloue to hold the chiel eommand in
Syria and Hejax ; and Falkenhayn, whose intensts weors German
aidd not Turkish, should come ander this Turk's ordens. As
regarts his own Seventh Army, which should be sent soath Bk
once fur the defence of Syria, he was prepared to sssume the
rile of a spectator if the interests of the country demmanded that
litg army should come under the orders of General von Kres *
He conchoded his femarks b cinphasising the necessity far
Tarkey to guard her independence npainet Garmany,  He Wwas
ol tha opinion that from the very it Falkenhayn had v sed
the hopelesiness of the Mesopotamian project’: and be wos
Fenerniiy restrEstinl of erman intentions.

It wppears that Fulkeshayn realised from the firse that the
Baghdad project would ot amy mis be very dificnlt In
Lneral wom Senchl's book. ' Erich svon Falkenhawn,” & mem-
6 ||-|-|.I!|I| divted 9th :'".I..I!_:Il-l. 14 I--||I| | I',|_|_'|'_|TI"!|] “h.-n-“. Fuljkf'ﬂhﬂ}-r.l
expressed doulrts us to the feasibility of the ete rprise.  Bot
thiemn 15 fin evidence belvire that date that he Considered (&
hopeless.  Muostapho Kemal's letter eonfirns the opinion thad
Enver Pasha favoured the idea till ihe last, wmd it is note-
worthy that iis final agreement to its postpomsment was
.'l['l'l-.']'q!.'lrt'.' not | Frven till after the destrucrtive l"TJ'.ﬂI'HiI'fII.'L wt
Haidar Pasha station on the 6th Septenrber

¥ Lommanding o the Palerties (FTETS
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CHAPTEHR XXXIX

ocronEx T pEcEMBER, 1817, OCCUPATION OF THE JARAL
HAMNTE, ACTION OF TIRET AND DEATH OF
GENERAL MAUTE

[l s 95 amel 36.)

Y the capture of Famadl Geneml Maude hsd obinlnsd!
B InfofEtion  COROETINTE the epFmy's inbentions i |
preparations from whilch it seemed clear that F -”J'L'-'I'!--l'-'!_'-ﬂrrurt
| to catry out his main adwvance with the Turkish Sevostl
| Army dewn the Esphrotes while the Sixth Army opesated o
the "|'|g-l--|:,, and towsrds Mandali, Hui, esrly in Octobess
accumpliting evidenoe showed 1t Generl Allenba's fre=
parations for an offenavye 1 Palestne were Hhving & coge
cideralile effect on Falkenhayn's intentions and prepsrio
The Turkish Seventh Army about Aleppo lnd o tached ong
{f ot two, divisions 1o Palestine, while the snemy prepamtions
on the 'I-_',|F'.||,r:||;r"\-, siill im & vury biackwanl state, .--:l.'!!|!n1l
to bo progressing very slowly Mopeover, his collection o
loica] supplies, ably recently begun (o any consilembly et
wis ovidenthy being hindered by oo edrupatim i Hamnidl
The Turkish Sixth Army alse scemed onready Jor sstiamn
operntions. The cosstant desertions showed ite el to b
indifferent : its divisions were still weak in strength, 1 :
part of the S0th Divison had joined it snd the JSl
Divikion wes siid to be about Altun Képr | 1is rittlleead W
atill nt Nisihin: and it was very short-of supplies. Finally
af the twe German divisions reported as being prepared S
dervive with thie Turks the first was said to be oply indvng
Ceprmany for Constamtinople at the end of Septomber®
Although sn ormy corps of the Turkish Seventh Army e
sabel to be shll abosit Abepps e awliness 1o move down the
i Thes compesitiomn of theee diviskems wos  dhiceridin The TUiW, T
sad T3 |Inlopkry Battabions, projucing §or sscvics will e Tk, =
lecakie]l i SepilEmbar a8 belEg oal N szt b Lavwrer Slesis aid. o
wid recerved niwr im Oirieber of thrss othe Tatialbes S mnles
Th aed TIDUL sf which the las wes & rserce lwaneliom, 1wl pr
e in Dhecs v Lhat kieriifics + Pulestins G gy
i mnre o vilea. al thicis rify : . A Cermii syl
Ympade 4. rifles amyid W s wn frumi v Pl

ot & September, wai go peported s ey destined or S Wos .
Iid magar Wk luber @1 o Sroekbed| e the RHies Spat
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SITUATION ON THE JABAL HAMRDN 67
Fuphrates, it was felt. taking everything imto considern tios,

offensive in Mesopotamin wasnot imminene.
Dnth:uﬁuhmdthn&mmhdjgnﬁnm that the

cnemy meant to take advantage of the Russian [nactivity 1

Un the extreme British right, British detachiments occupied
rus, while the [4th Division held a line
which extended from the mﬁ bourhood of o wnd
left bank of the Disuls as far south as a,

of which thru:af;i' i Ay
Tigri= fin Sindiva ®*  Oppesite PBritish
Hlrl Corps was the Turkish XTIT Corps holding & very
extended fine in no grent strength, with its advanced irongs
along the westerm slopes of the Jabal Hamrn, I the irea
Lzl Ribat-Jabal Hamrin, east of the Diyala, it was eatimated
that the Turks had about 540 sabees, 1100 rifles, and 12 guns,

2
:
z
g
:

about 50 sabres, 3200 rifles and 24 puns.

When the Russions withdrew from the D CGremeral
Maude would have liked 10 cocupy the Jabal n, ‘both
to render his right fank more secute and 10 deny to the Tarks
this screen for movements ngainst his fiank and tnie Ferila,
But tmnsportation difficalties und the grest best stood
the way. A further reason for its occupation was that frsm it
the Turks were able to interfere seriously with the supply of
water for irmigating the land along the Divals, But it was not
till the beginning of October, when the weathor was cooler, the
light niliwny running to Ehnhr;htm.n. tha MEM to metres
[ the section from Baghdad to nearing
am:.!:lzﬂlm and the Turco-German offensive Til!.:gmg fire,
that General Maode felt in o position to entry out this project,
On the 7th October he discussed the ontline of the
operations with (eneral Marshall, to whom he sent orders
next diy that the Hled Corps, with certain cavalry and army
troops attached, was to oceupy the Jabal Hamsin af the
Ihyala left hank so as to control the mouths of the varous
canals fed by the Diyaln downstrosm of Aby Zeniabal, At
the same time General Marshall was #sked to submit to Generm)
Hendquarters the broad details of his plan, for which the
preliminary movements should be commonesd 50 43 to enabls
the column on the Diyila right bank to legin to make ite
presence felt by the enemy by the 17th October.

" e Map 75
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ai  [ISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Caneral Marshall's plan b :.| was approved by Gl
h[ﬂrllb\: was first o it Ve '||.| .IIIL:':- akil af their ili'ﬂ'.'[ﬂ:ﬂ
I'"|!::|i. n _-Ip.|_|_|_ Ilullj Abhas |'.|1'|. then (o .||' il thien in “‘I'mt
while s main aitack developed nganst Hheil ft flank. Foe
this purpose, after leaving: portions of his Lorps i kold the
hr"_- :'~1_|_[|d;|||-.-:: i hrabar W yrldyn "Ir'.l.:'i_' i, General :'ui_.rthﬂ

u‘|.|'l|-'|||,-|i. Pike -.llil\.i'.u:'i-ln'l-l fikle] thiress @ ||F-'._ Thie HI.'._’||'. Lo .
| under General Egorion, consisting of the Tih Lavalry Hug.;i :

prod part of th 1dily Dhvison, wis COa|s e} of threo covalpg

pegiments, foos armoured cars, seven infantry batialions ang
thirty-eight guns.  The Centre Laroup, under General Thomsss
was composed ol four oantry battalions and twenty gmmss
and the Left Group, usdey Genesal Cayiey, of two r_nqﬂ
squadrons, two armotned cars, ight udantry battalions
twenty guns.* 3

Part of the 30th Squadron, RF.C, with hesndlguarters &
:;'}J.l'l.tlrilhﬂﬂ, where  (wemeral Marshall also o« siahfnhed  bim
scdvanced bhesdquarters, oo-op ated ;. amd mearly B -Feekl
wans were detitled for supply and transport purposes

The forward conremtration commenced on thee DLl Oebrbescs
On the 18ih the Leht Group, metting with hittle oppodis
ocruphed an oast and west line to the nor thrward of Delli Ablng
with its tight flank bent back to connect at the Dival wigS
ihie Line held by the Lemtre Liooifes S the oorth ol Shalrmben
The Right Group wiis then in three portiors : the 36Lh Infasiry
Brigude Group at Shailraban, the 37th Infantry Brgoade (irg
on the eastern side of the Kus canal three rmiles south of Tds
[barn, and the 7th Cowvulry Brgade ot Mandali, ~In (e

" The u_'|1|:_r|--.-.- i uff the flifen Eriakm wis @8 Jollaws -— ¥

Rigkd GFmb—1 At THeiskona] Heslquurees Fleadquarers 14k Ll
A iy Eml Thitiiny; H.FFA (lewa one sectionl, A Hi ERErY,; HoF s
Gy Nemede, HTFA [from 10t Division], ne sochos tiaik ]
ESad 1oy ISk Comijapmy Sapper and Mimers, Lhch Company h.{p[qﬂ-d:
Miiners (e fWy sctios), detockment M, 1 Brcging Trein, 125 P
{lpm e -|.|'_|'.'.|_:.: Wil Imbentry Prigeds (less DEdh Panjafys) ik
Inizmrisy Tasgadn ¢ Tth Cavalry Bogede with 5" Baktery, HHLA
Light Armourcd Mator Batiery [l thio) sicTiona], ois Sooaon el
Aancrarcd Mace Patiery | and sl rative walis

Cridre Growp-—05th Lntentry Brigaibe ; 120h Hr s, BEF_ A (Hil and
FEPER et bl 2004 Batiery 05N ) el ol Siikh eipe M

e & nls barwrsers), S, Ml Anu-siscizil seulion | DMk CHsp
*-'.-:;ll-r- sl Miner, e commpmiy TIRE Piomesrs, @l hmend M m
T ¢ wned adonmeinitive ik

Lafi dorpup—130h  Dfivieinissl Yheabileptmnaners | V5l Casabey ik L]
wrjnasiTTLs| L%Eh Divisenal Cecllet Lomvpany Efih Dogeds, “-I-l‘-'“
nbn eition], Mo, B2 Anthalruade Secten (ke ooe gan) g v b
Bily Weich Pumrs Tho sod Bl Compsins, KoL, bt i prstzmiish - F 1
Eiridging Tmaim iSth Infspery SSrigock ith Infamiry Ligigade ; .-
sariivn ik Light Armoored Motor Halttery | dnd admisisRrades wibs
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UCCUPATION UF THE JABAL HAMRIN )

eveming, clouds of dust seen rsing from the Jzhal Hamrin
suggestod o peasible enemy retirament.  But the Centre Group,
meving forward after durk to vecapy the line of the Rus canal
o the north-sast of Shahrahan, encoibersd a geod deal of
opposition from Turkish piquets. ing the night the Right
Group concentruted abeut Chahriz—Tel Thars with a view to
atia

the e % left Rank next andd cutti
M o8 o Q] Bt The Com Bk 49, cutting

thtmlgrﬂﬁ: g,;:;m bt was ot to sdvance from the Rue
canal Group attack had developed ; and the
Left Group was to drive the enem ﬁmthﬂﬁ;thmld
the Dhyala up to the intake of the }{u]:ml.ﬂ}'l. watercut,

On the 19th Oviober the Wik Brigade Group remained in
the Chabriz-Tel Thara avea a8 o reserve. The 37th Brigade
Group, with the 7th Cavalry Brigade on its right, moved of
AL .45 w.m, in o north-sasterly direction and, passing round
the south-eastern end of the Jabal Humrin, emerged on Lo
the (hxil Kibat platesu without incident. Leaving the 13th
Lancers with two Horse Artillery guns to cover the flank of
the 37th Brigade, the remainder of the Fth Cavalry Brigads
then pushed forward mpidly to the north-woest ond reached
the Chzil Ribat road nesr its crossing over the Eordares river
about 730 am. Some of the Turks from the Jabal Humrin
had already retired to (il Ribat, but others were seen with-
drawing ; and these, cut off from ﬁ Ribat, ont
to escape by fording the Diyula niear Zennhil, ‘l?hem
took ultogether about a dowen prisoners,

The 37th Brignde bod alse ndvanced north-westward
the nnrﬂruasmr:libp-:};! the ,I:tl:i]t;{mi.nwim:: left flank
guard moving along the crest. ting no oppesition, it
reached the road crossing over the Kurdarm river about
middiy ; and not Jong after this got into heliograph commmumsi.
cation with the 35th Brigade of the Centre Group which lad,
in the meantime, advanced from the line of the Ruz canal
and had guined the crest of the Jabal Hamrin near the Divala
without encountering any of the eneny.

West of the Thyals, the 38th Infantry and 55th Artillery
Brigades had occupled Mansuriyas village and a line to its
nortfewest by 11 am.  They lbad come under some hostile
shell fire asxd in front of them the enenty was still oecupying
trenches in the foothills, to wttack which our infantry would
have to sdwance over about seven hundred pards of flat ground
devoid of cover, Consequently, to avoid the risk of hesvy

@

BRITISH
AYVHEN

Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l

http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x000065 :4xd il ki dg8a e (a el




>

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

) 1) D 8 Alead) Lan ) Gy L) 10l (g S qjad) g 5"
(S 61V V) [BEA] "IV alaal) V4V AVANE

- HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

1,'-:"“ii|t|' 5 i IlJI'I'!'I-'ll Ry P =] e Ll AT k, at trsd "i
witer dork mmd fnally il carly méact WaCIing.

At nighifall the $7th Brigude, with the vt Cavilry Briguls
I.'li-'-"-'l'll-"'-ll-'-nh: close 15 TEAT, WS FLCITE '--'l:.l astrkle I]‘
Shahrsban—{izil Ritat road just north ol the komdarm s
o miles south of the cavalry bivoime, the oth Brpads
Ot pEaslE held on post and West Une an the [abal Hamns
frzm i I-I.'i]'” Kihbat [-_:il'l i Elose o thie LAysili il e
TRih I."-'il.':-l-lj“' ...|-|-|.||||,.|-j a e & 1|r|,_-.]||.|_: st Ehre riales 1
vhe north-west from Mansuriya, At B30 pm. Lens il Misraling
{gged peders for Generadl Layley Lo« publith himself dureng
the night across the river loop east of Mansuniya | wiile next
morming General Thomson was o pxtoml and swing forwaid
his ight fank, General Egerton wis to uso his cuvaley i
reconnoitre and threaten Qizil Ribat ; and all dvailable veclmiet
troops were (o improve the COMMUTCATans

Exarly on the 8th October, General Cavley's troops advanced
tn nttack the enemy’s trenches.  Bat the enemy lad rethel
during the night and by midday the 38th Brigade had o cupiod
s eiet and west line zstride the Jabal Hamom with itn nght
an the Divali, sbout one and & halfl miles northwand ol
Mansuriya, and its left about Mujarivin. The 7th Cavleg
Brigadle enterect (Hail Ribat betwesn 8 and 8 oo, l1ﬂ}.|":
that the Turks had retived across the Divala and bad destro
their bridge. The armoured cars reconnoitred for s ks
towards Rhanigin but saw no sgns of the enemy ; sol®
the evening they and the cavalry withdrew to the sovunf Hrweantl

General Marshall had gained his objective with the sl
only thirty-seven casmalties. During the nexi lew clays g
giateen more cadualthes were ineurred N recorim SSEeT work|
unel our position in the Jabal Hamrin was o msolidnted. Witk
wits thenm commenced] in this aron (o etsire & good sysElen
road commurication, with the mesell that ihe 1=1'u_{|-1' of el
wie gradually traverssd by o ssamber of roads siitable Sor
wheeled traffc®

Ligutenant-Colone] Hossain Hasni Amir Bey in ** Yildenm
says thet Falkenhayn and Halil Pasha, commanding §e
Turkish Sixilh Army, met on the S5th Cetober half way
betwreen Mosul and Ras-al-Aln and arvived st the follewiag
deci=irmns: The Divala fromt wis o be reinforoed by t.h
Sulsimaiys  group.  The davalry brigade was 1o TeHIAm
south of the Divala and the Sixth Army to contimei
hold fhe Jabal Hamrin, unles difbooites of supply
seriots presams fom the enemy  wecessitated withdrawl,

= This invedved mpch hasd work anclhedling the oonsifmcEang vl -
srveniy-five bridyes over the voriom canals aod wsloroommes
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TURKISH ADVANCE DUWN THE TIGRIS 71

when a gradual retirernent wowards Tz Rhwrmatli would be
curried out, all food betng remeved from the ana ta versed
and all bridges anl mads destroyed.  Ta gnin an moch informs-
tackn as g.ﬁ'dihlt of the onemy's intentions, the Sixih Army
Wik Lo demonstrate aguinst his fanks, communications and
soloted detachments,

[ was apparently not till the Bth October that the Turkish
neroplunes olserved the constriuction of the light railway from
Baguba to Shulieaban ; and from the 14ih to the 17th Urctober
they reported some movement in the neighbourbond of Shah-
raban and Delli Abbus, though they seom to have had little
tdea of the real gize of the fores we wors concentrating.  The
aceount mves no indication of the wrength or dispositions of
the Turkish foree on the 18th and 19th October. hit makes
it ehenr that the Jabal Hamrin and Qdzil Ribat wers evactEted
by order, Om the morning of the 20th their cavalry brigade
aml one indantry regiment of their 8th Division are s=id to
bave been distributed between the source of the Narin river
and the upper reaches of the Divala, while the two other
infontry regiments of the division were on the Jutal Hamrin
and guarding the bridge at Narin Kapri respectively \

British attention was now directed to the Tigris. At dayhreak
on the 23nd Uctober a patrol from the Britigh position to the
porth-west ol Sumamn encountered some hostile infantry
about eight milss 10 the nortl, and further reconnikssinoes
showed thut some 4,000 to 6,000 men of e Tarkish XVIII
Corps were advancing southwaed on the Tigris right bank.

Un that hank the advanced Turkish troops reached the vicinity
uf Huwaistat by the evening, whils an enemy detachment of ail
mrms was also reported to hawve reached the neighboirhood
of Eski Baghdad on the left tunk. During the day, o aid in
clearing wp the siiuation, the &rd Squadron, BF.C, was
placed under General Cobbe's orders; while General Maude
directed Lhe Cavalry Division o concenirais on the Tignis
right bank opposite Sindiya and a brigade of the 17th Division p
to bo ready to move from Baghdad to Balad, Genernl Golibe had |
alsn ordered the 8ch Infantry and the 4th Field Artillery B
to move forward to Samarm ; and that night Geneml Mande |
suggestod to him that he shoold attack the Turks on the

- of the Zird before they had time to establish themselves in a
position.  Generzl Cobbe, however, preforred to await the
mrrivil ol the reinforcements from the 3rd Diviston s well as |
cloarer and more definite indications of the enemy’s strength |
and dispositions. From infonmation obtained on the 23ed it
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was estimated that the enemy ty Blst mocd 52wl Divisglons i
the Tigris right bank were chsing up on Huwstizlat and that
his 14tk INvision was movIng down the left hoank

General Cobbe issued orders for the eoemy ad Huwaislay
tor be attacked on the moming of the 24th Urtober by the Yik
Divisior, which was to be reinforced for thin CECASIC by the
Sond Lancers, Hth Infantry and 44k Field Artiilery Brigides
and four armoured cars.  Geoeral Fane, ocommanding 7k
Divisicr, puede armogements for this force (o move lorvand
after dark and attack ssrly on the 24th, one infantry brignge
holding the enemy in front while the main jorce sty 1-l_ at hos
: right flank snd reas But during the might 'irl-! 1.lri5 |:|.|11||J|3-
' retired norihward and in the mormung the Jth D‘-"-"Jl-!-_lm
1 foumd that Huwnislat had been ovacunted.  Part of the division
1 pushed on for a further thiee mies no thward without eee

countering opposition . amd Esk Hagllad on the Tigris 1
bark was alse found to be char of the ensmy by our cavaly
patrals. In the afternoon our troups, most of whom  hai
coyered many mikes io the previous twenty-lour hours, retormed
o SETHAITR.

The Turkish account * Yilderim " save that, under orden
from Falkenhoyn, ihe XVIIT Corps attacked on the ::'Jﬂld.ﬂ
23rd October towards Samarra, with the intention of ensmg
the sitwation on the Diyaly fromt | and that Sixth Army
Headguirters disliked the project. The 5Sist Division, the
accotrit says, advanced on the right bank and the Sind Dividog
| on the left bank, while the 14th Division clescid up on Tikg
| from the northward, The sccount speaks of more fighting

and of larger Brittah forees being engaged on thess '[wul-llup
than can be recenciled with the aniries im0 our own war disre
T and concludes by saying that the XVIII Corps fell back o8
the Z4th, according to order, to its old pesbion. The ItTfHﬂﬂ
situation in Mesopotamia at the end of October is described
as follows: " All these events which eccurred during the
month showsd that the enemy aimed at consolidating b
front on the Tigns while pushing forwand his wings on the
Eaphrates and Diyala Except for the disaster ot Hamad
our own position was litthe changed. There was no cest
iodicaion vt io show whether the enemy intended to miks &
serious attempt on Mosul. The Sixth Army reccived inetraes
tons to aveid anv serious fighting south of the Jabal Humes
and thus muintin the sfafee guo 1 Irag.

During the Litter hall of October all the mnformation J'I!":!l‘_l"H

by General Maude confirmed the opinion that for the bme
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including probably the F0lst, 700nd and Hded Bavtalions,
after inspection by the Kaiser at Constantinople at the begin-

ntngulﬂnmhr;hdhﬂ!-utl’nhbﬁm.m:tﬂrd,uﬂ'

possibly & fourth, divison from the Seventh Army concen-
tration ar Aleppo had aiso gone, All reports agreed thay all
o A

- towanls 1
Epm—hdltthrmm#ﬂm:thulhi'mhm

_m:ﬁlnﬂhmdl;nimspwhu' of raor and
This wo
desertions from the Turkish army, and the faet (hat 3t wis
found necessary brought out clearly the strafts to which the
enemy was reduced for man-power. It also lessened the
tmportance of the pews that the Aleppo-Hit road would oon
be fit for motor lormies,

The Turks and Germans weie siill engaged, however. in
trymg to push forward agonts on bath General Magde's fianks
to create troubde in Persia and among the Arabs to the west
of the Hritish lines of communication. It was reperted that
German officers  intended ' Lo wiiliss o large body of Persian
gendirmerie, whom the Turks had dishanded and wrie
sendling back to Persia® for anti-British activities there ;
andl General Maode inade armngements with Baratofl to intere
cept them, The German propgganda amoogst the Arabs
showed littlo signs of socorss For instanes, the Muntsfik
Shukh Ajaimi, who had always been prepared to sell his
services to the highest bidder, had to our knowledge been
recerving :; hnﬂ:lwme nmﬂnf:hly suh;id}r from the Gnrﬂtm.
oatensibly for the purpose of mising forces agninst us. But it
was ciear that e had little influence remaining and had been
quite unsuccessful in his recont efforts to rise tribal forces.

to en-cperite with Genorn]l Muude's foree.  But, as he wished
o do what he could, he suggested that a force of 15000
Cossacks should be sent to nct under Genernl Mande's oeders.
As it was thought that their morwd and efficiency had been e
affected by the events of the Revolutlon than those of the
Russian {nfantry, this offer was st first accopted. But it
became doubtful if they could reach Mesopotumsa in time to
be af use ar if their co-operation, all things considered, would
be of any practical vulue ; and it was decided that it would

® Thy s accomipuniod tae Turiosh XITT Carpa in s rocront-from Hamadan
in H.l.:EE. Bt hod heen foumd neelesa by the Tisrin,

certainly increase the already large number of -
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2§  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA
- |_I:'1'||'.'.I|.||' that, i ava ihle, *Fird ":."'..':'JI b i-..lilnl'll 18 :
;rj'l.a-'i-rl_-: il unrelinbie frooap= 1.1'|| Harsbofl to puasd the
rowies into Pesdn.  Moreover, while it wa lear that thers

was no lonfer &y |3 ol frishimg ol e Wi agrEnse llﬂkt‘!.'
by & combined movement by the Russian forces in Arteniy
and Kurdistan s by ourselves in Mesopotimia and Prlesting

the news of the capiure v e pal Albenby of Beorsielba sng
1 8 Turkish prisoners on the $lst Uctober lessenoed - fhe
i necessity lor obtadsing Bamsian co-operation o the dofenes gf
AT i.-...,|:;||||'. 1T :'|1::-|-|I-||'.Ilil'..l. _
Conaidering that he had a chance of strilong o biow st the
Turkish foree on the Tigns, Genoral Mande in &n opirmtin
order of the 28th October directed Genernl Cobbe to sttack
the Turkish position about Daur® 1t was estimated that the
| Turks had 200 sabres, 4,000 rifles, 30 guns and 38 mackise
[ELIILE il 'ﬁgns n___-[rh| beink Dppoasiie Do, with o detichmens
ol TN mbres-and 4 machine gons 61 Duor ;. st Awya, 15K
riflies wnd 12 machine pons | a1 Tiket, B0 2abres, 1,800 riflss
1‘.’"'5,"..“.- and 14 machine puns ; and about Fat-ha, somo thiry
milles morth of Tikrit, 40 sabres, 5,000 riflee, 16 guns ood &
mochine s, There was also renson (o bolieve that, if the
British attacked. the enrmy intended {0 retire to & TIFT‘{I-I!I‘HI.
position abomt Fat-la.

Ihe prositiomn oppuesite Diaar wae to e attecked ot doyboak
on the 2nd November by the Ist Corps, reinforced by the
Civalry Trivsion and en armoured cars, with the object of
destroying the 5ist Turldsh Division, in occupstion of b
]-_"__-”_i._.“_ bl 1 coukd be renferoed

As it was important thit the operation shonbd be-in ik
matire of 6 surpise, all preliminary movements were o ke
carried out wnder eover of night and the troops were to ba
el ed froar hostile me I'||FJ| e dbservation as much s i.".l'.ﬂ-“
by day

FPart of Noo B3 ."'-||:|_||J|- i, BLF.C,, would be pttached fio the
st Corps, a% well as 500 Ford wams and 10 motor lormss.

[he whole force: (except the Fond ving and motor hinrried]
wis to be concentrated near the British position netih-wes
of Samurra by daybreak on the 1st November and the fire wrd
movement to the points of assembly was to b msde cluriing
the night 1st/2ad, the tronps moving as light as possible

e Cavabry Diviston, moving wide roond the i!ﬂﬂﬂ}'"
night fank so us oot to belray (5 movement, was (0 reach &
point approximately mine milea doe wesi of Daor in thme-2
move forvard from there at 4 oomf and shell the ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ

®hew Map
f Sumples wa abnit 413 a.m
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ACTION OF DAUR 75

camps aboul Gve miles to the north-westward of Daur,  The
mission of the Cavalry Divislon was to sarprise the Ny
dnal press vigoronsly any waccess which it might achieve ; bur
it wad to bo careful to guard lis northem flank nguinst the
advitice of hestile minforcements from that direction.

The advanced troops of the mein column with ndoguats
nrm?m to be deployed on a fine about seven miles sonth-

Daur in time (o move forvward from there at 4,30 a.m.
misslon of this column was to 2 void an advance so oarly
to give the alarm premoturely, but to arrive on the scepe
in sufficlent time m@mﬁﬂm the full any surprise success that
the eavulry might scidove and to prevent the enctay from
turning his whole attention to the eavaley,

The necessity of cueful guiding, extreme soerecy and exaet
timings during the night march was emphosised :  ind during
the hours of davlight after 4 pm. on the Ist November reports
were 1o be sent to Genernl Headquarters st least hourly and
it other (imes fs ACCESSATY.

The Turkish firat line of trenches extended in a lage southirly
salient to a point shout five miles west of the Ti with a
secard line in neir whose right flank averlspped the right
flank of the first line. For the fow davs preceding the attack
No. &3 Squadron, R.F.C, carried out many specia) reconnais-
samcek of, and photographbed, this position.

Ttwe country on the Tigris dght bank between the Turkish
tirst line and the British positien near Samormn was of & varying
nature.  Generully speaking, the area adjoining the river for
i width of about two miles was a fiat low-lying plais ; while
west af this, also for o width of about tvo miles, was & strip
of broken ground bounded on the west by o low platean of
bare, open and undulating country,

General Cobbe's operation order of the 815t October followsd
the lines of that issued by General Maude on the 28th*  His
sriking foroe was divided into three groupe—the Cavalry
Division under Genessl Jones, the 7th Divikion snder General
Fane and the 20at Infantry Brigade under General Lealied
e An Crmneral Mauds's arder bl bien drawn up as s resls sl preveaus

'ﬂlﬂ 'IIELLG"T_F{" Ther Caviley Dhwmion, Cifvih Batiery, ILF.A.,
T Lean ¥
Ell ﬂlﬁ'ﬁllﬂm tilrs ud the L, H-‘I-'l‘l-r-h-l-d 15t laght Armoars) Mator
CiErkEE.
Tik Dpiniom G Teh Dviskm 2w Infankry anil tron
Tatuaries SHLH _nw_l-pu-. ILFA), TE“:E Biguia, Fiud bahores
bwo mpuadnemns), $h Frigode. I & Artillary Groug
Hﬂ;;Ffrh-n-Eﬁm.lﬁ'th:m-nﬂ ol i B0 poamedors,
Dl Brigads Geomp—One adpwin Rl Lancers, Tlst e,
b wrmodred uew Armred  Motor ch[';w Brigle,
EFA. (e vwo baileries), wen st 37385k Baiiery wbnrs), wud
dth Company Sappers and Winss,

7

i
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76 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

i The position of deployment lor the Cavalry Dhvidon was a
givety, by General Mande, bur that |_": il .11_. Dhivision was
about two miles west of the line given by Cenerl Maode
and from that pomitits sdvanced guard was o advance two miles
i northward ot 430 am. sl then, at 530 am. followed by
ihe whale division, north=sestwarn] sgunst the weslem shkds
of the Turkish salient, The 20st Brigade Group, moving g
the Thoriz Jeft hank o co-opermte with the attack on the righ
bank by shell fipe ind {o pfotect oir watenng pariies on that
bank, was to reach a poing fiv miles due sodtth of Dapre not
garlier than §o.m., in readiness to pash on to Dnar, Forther
ihe Sth Infuntry Brigaide of the 3nd Invision was to b= inreidines
gt Samrra fo move Torwiced ps A reserve  requined,

Alwut 4 pan. on the 1=t !'-.:-.::-'r.'lut- r,an enenny aeroplins
flew over the Botiah cofcentration aren, but it = nol ksowm
if its occupants observed anyihing tnusual®  The moon oS
at .49 p.m. on the st November and facihiated the kng i
march. The Covalry Thsiston had about teenty-foor miles
cover fo reach its point of deplovment, and at about 4. 1560w,
in the 2nd the leading brigude [Bth) waw camp Ares b ghe
north and north-east which appeared to moark the right ek
"I of the enemy position. Considering that his division was tog
E far to the mst Genenil Jones ordered o change of direction

the north-west, and the division, believing it had reached tis
vicinity of s allotied poition, halted about 430 s
| Actually, however, it had halted 1o the south-west ofit.  Gensnl

l Fams's [roEps; o ll[ig.l.ﬂ:' af which hil 8 manelh of miseteey

mibes to ke, bepon mowving ol 500 pom,, and reached e
postion of t‘]l_'p|r|_'|.'m!:!|L b 430 aom, withoot o Inich
In & presonal reconnaissance (o fhe cast, carried out shortly
| before duwn, the commander of the 6th Covulry Drigeds
could not find the enemy's comns which he had bean direchsd
to shell : and at 815 wm. e moved off in a north-sterdly
direction with lis brigade and ™ YV " Batiery, R.H.A., fo (0
and turn the enemy's right flank so a5 (o assist our ok
attack. Bot, being soon checled by fire from the e
weomd line, the brigade moved forther westwand so as 8
thivaten the enemy’s near, only to be held off again by oo
sidlerable bostile urvillery fire. At 605 wm. alse, the BRA
Lagcers of the Tih Covaley Brignde had been ordered 1
advance towards .’Lllj.u fix l'i"“‘“"] spninst any hostile movmesd
from there agninst 1he left flank of the Cavalry Divises
Mistaking its direotion, bowevor, the regiment found Gisel
m frant of the enemy secand lins and was feresd (o taks eowr
——

e TN
A —

= Biricn oidery hunl beon lassed for the tho o remmsn umider GoVer sariag
this hesiig s of dagdight | beai ni that nemn eoabl be sean by ensmy ru.l.nﬂl =
the mrighboarhood of Eeki Paghidsd it is positin ther, they may s bl
oo Loy Enepeect & lirgs conecnidsaibon at this tme.
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ACTION OF DAUR 77

LMHﬂkrhm‘mdtmtﬂthcmhmrynﬂheﬁh[Hﬁ.ﬁnnmmuup
Crememl Cobbe Igﬁ"ﬂ[ﬂ}r received no definite information of
the wherenbonts the cavalry ill 7.0 w.un,, when he rocerved
it mmlrmun'm]mmnﬁn&rﬂm the division was a mile

red by squadions

Lancers, Coming under hostile infantry and artillery fire
about & n.m,, the Z8th Brigade poshed on vignruusly and
about an bour and a guarter later its leading battalion (56th
Rifles) carded the tremches in s front without diffictliy.
From here the brigade continned its advance with very lit
deluy, the Ind Leicestorshire moving up on the right aed (he
st Sikhs on the left of the 36¢h Rifles. The Turkish second
line wis mare strongly held than their first line had been and
thore was more sppesition to our advance,  Bul by B30 a.m.
ts left centre was in the hands of the Sist and BBth, the
Lotcestershire were advancing to the castern edge of the platean
and the ammy was everywhere falling back hastily on Tikrit.
While this infantry atwack was in progress the enemy il been
ible o hold off our Cavalry Division, evidently by the wse of
reinforcements which advinesd from Augs ; when  the
civalry was able to sdvance towards Tikot about 10 nm.,,
Turkish rear guard in a natumily strong position tear Aujn,

The Tth Divislon, whyse mrthnd. in Eﬁ CHSed Mmare
ahaut thirty miles since 5.30 p.m. the previous day, wis ordered
not 1o advance any farther after capturing te enemy s secomd
line. But the Cavalry Division, after watering in the Tigris,
started early in the aftermoon to move norhsasd the
Turkish rear guard at Auja, only to find. however, that it had
already retired ; and at 430 pm the division withdéew to
bivous: o te Danr. On the Tigris left the Zlst
Driginche: ap, meeting with very lictls bt
reached & position abogt a mile south of Danr,

During the day gur iotal casualties amounted o 224, of
which, ¢xcept for 15 n the Covalry DHvision, practically . ihe

* Thtusih o mutake te oo cartuet putrd hivl mob peeviowty
rreipnid die cavalre groond dewai, §

1E:u+3.-m.ﬂmn.u bile eng setivity, ditocted mainty
spaimt dar Covalry Diviakm, s thhﬂ.hh* nEueh aflpci

BRITISH
AYVHEN

AR

Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
http://www.qdl.qa/4: »V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x00006f :amdll ki 4iKa e e




>

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

bl 1) B 8 Alaad) Ay Bilig ) 13l (g ) qjal) g "
(S +/V V) [BOY]."IV alaall NV 4VAVANE

2 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

whole had eornreed in the 28th BAgade® Including f8
prisoners cnptured, the Turlish caisel lties were estimated im
about 260
At 290 pLIm., after the Cavalry [Mvision bod staried gy Harg
the Torkish rear guard out of Anja, General Cobbe teligmphag
to Geners] Mande proposing to withdraw his foree next dey
toSamarra,  But Genernl Mawle replied that, as it wis pooba bl
that the Turks would evacwite Tikst, General Cobibe’s foms
ghiotiled ot withdrw Gl this wes verified, mowhich cose Tike
shonld be wisiied and the enemy slores thers -'|1-*\-."r|_'|:|.1_-d_
Genesitl Cobbe aeciordingly inioed orders for the Cavilee
Divigion to pash forward tnto Tikomt next morming and -er:ltril
ihe siores thore.  Asroplanes were to Teoonmaline Auja and
Tikrit @& soan as 1t was Hpht encogh to see ;) the Tth Thvises
wns b sdvanee s far as Auja, pushing forvard s hek
artillery to shell Tikeii ; and the Zlst Brigade Group on s
T:Iﬂ'rh left bank was 1o be beld ready to co-operate in e
movement
O thie 3rd November, before it was Beht, General Coble
received orders from General Maude that o (f was Tound (i
Tikrit kad not been abandoned the fidoE wis to retion i
LT .'l.-.||.| WS n-n_|||-!|-_i ai ar |.|1|.1. ([ THETN & |'\-:I.- the 150
Infantry Hrigade, which came under considerable shell fims
and our asroplanes and civalry found  Tikeit to be held
strength.  Comsequently, in accordance with hiv orders, Genoml
Coble soon afier 1 pon tirdiered s irewspd 0 witbicktae
their previoms mght'= bivoiacs,  Their totn] casualtics during
the day hid been B4, of which seven were in the Civaley
Division. In the evening General Cobbe issoed onders fop
withidrawal text day to Simarma
At 7.10 aum. on the 4th November Genersl Cobbe received
il ||-|_||.:1,l|.'i|'.!.:' TERELE: from Ceeneral Mapde =" In n-rr_f.-ﬁ.m
of certain developmenti! on whele front, o further movemsiis
i towanrds Sammrm honald be mocki= your froops tidl furthe
orders. Wire iher present disgibution.” General Colls
cancelled his ovder for withclrawal wnd w) 84010 oo [l'lrp;]ili.h‘.d
ihie |JJ:"|.HI"'L'!I.I'|‘I' ul ks force fip  Cadim al He ..1|'.II‘IJ_I|'|I.1".'I. M
ngan he reccived o furthber mes sige from Genernl Maude siying
||'Ii|1. he bad recedved o Fa bk i b pres (ERiii] .I:I.Il-l.-r'.l'l'lﬂh
that the Torks might evacoate Tikeid of wo advancod and that
il was prohable that stores were heing removed from Tikak

00 s tle BCh Bes cuseeSbwiged 1OB asd (e Bisp Skl &I

f Them s nothing in vhe meeoils b skbire wlunt developme s wem ulmied.
5, Bt Genernd Mamdy hed | B ol Geoeral Alleabys o prmm ol
mhizles agad T oy have b (Gla lo lies @il
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PREPARATIONS TO ATTACK TIKRIT .

But this would necessarily take time and if the e valry wem o

move that night fo o position say about seven miles Borth-
westward of Tikrit and Genwral Coblw were to atiack Tilerit
next day, after moving his wnfintry and artillery forward ot
night, he might achieve substantial resilts, General Cobbe
wiis 16 telograph his views,

General Cobbe replied in the evening.. He said that on the

previons day the Turks had manned thair elght miles ol trenches
at Tikrt continumsly, being in eonsdernhls nirmbers in the

sotithern part of them. [t was presumed that beth their
Slst and 52nd Divisiona wore there and arroplane

Y FRCORNTis-

sance on the 4th had sheown no movement 1o the morth.  This
meant that they had adequute foree to provide: a strong defenoe
to cover the removal of their stores and consequenthy o de-
termrinacl assivult on o part wonld be o vessary.  He proposed
ey .|--.I-||||:'||- the Tih i-:l'i'l-_:-ij---:ll. o T IJ.-.|;n1 nbomt & Triife wesl of
the Tight of the enemy's Bte second ling epposite Duwr, to
micve i

at Tiknt, & little north of the point whire they bent to the
norih-west, at daglight. As digging woukd be difficult, this
attack musi endeavoir to get through and for it he would
require all theee brigades with the 7th Division, He b}
comtequintly ordeted up from  Samorma and Istntmlat, in
anticipation of bis plan heing approved, the O lafmutry
Brigade and two batteries: Tt wouold not be leasible, he sifd,
to attack vin Anjs, a8 the ground wis too btoken for uticcessful
night approach.  The Cavalry Division wouold move roand tie
the: enciiy's right flank and’ its presence might detain some
enefy in the trenches there, but, a5 any shelling compelled
the eawalry to Keep wide, i1 must  mse moombed gotiom and be
prepared to suffer losses if it was to effect any good. General
Cobbe was taking all prelintnary action despite short notice
ind was prepared to carry on. He seked for an carly reply.

e north from there and attack the anemy's trenches

About two hours later General Cobbe telegraphed to General

Mande that his prepamations were complete and the apertion
would be proceeded with, To this Cencral Maude replied
siying that be did not wish operations to be hirmied unditly
and they should be postponed for twenty-four hours i more
delibornte plams wero necowsary. General Cobbe, however,
decided, ax it was beft to bis discretion, to arry el the openitinn
H IR TR

The walled town of Tiksit stands on the Tigrs right bank

on & bluff, which rises in o sheer ¢liff fram the river to o haighv
of over 80 feet ; and from' the highest houses of the town.
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150 feet abave Fver lewel, an excellent view: is "f.'l-'lll'l.ﬂhh,,
Tk betng castly visble The Torkish tresch i i '-Ii""l.l.‘l. P
mile south of the town, extemied from the Tigris bank fe
gyl a omile westwnrd and then bt heck .".--r!'n.mw-ﬂm
aned. porthward for anether five miles.  For the praiter part

of s length the forst line tremch was continoous © seeogd i |

third linis, connocted with the first ling, had boon e rst s u
in many places ; spd  thefe were nometoos mochins

emplucements.  Further, the gooater part of the lefe } ul

the ine, where the broken grodnd in fromt afforded soma Cirtng,
had been made especially strong | while the flat open mlaigy
aftorded an exeoallent Geld of e to the rizht hall of 1he ling

(seneral Cobbe had eleoted o :::-1].,F his attack againg 8 !
part of the lurkish Jeft centre where his infantry could obtaig™

cover- i the: broken ground and to which they could ¢
obtain docess by 2 night march over the open and unduly

an®*  From its Pasitbon ol nss u|I|l:|,' Opposiie itir the

hvision was o move by night due oorth o position of
deployment about three miles south-west of the distinet g
im the Turkish line and was to regulate its advance from s
ao as fo attack as soon as the artillory could see suffice
to cover . Supported by the whaole of the arrillery, thi :ﬂ
wis to be pressed with the greatesi vigoar

The Cavalry Dhivision and nFmiiEe aars owere o b ui &

int ahoot three miles west of the extreme Turkish night
E..mlc by B3 am,, by which time the cavalry patrols wiss b
be tn contact with the right hall of the Turkish first S
In addition fo preventing the enemy withdrawing troops fms
his right to penforee hiy lelt, the cavalry was 1o cover the
flank of our own Infantry and 1o watch for any r-ppetm::;g
afforded by ther success. The 9th Infantry Brigads, i
two field battories, from Samarma was (o lorm Corps Reseni
opposite Daur | and the 21st Brignde Group, moving up e
Tigris left bank, would co-operate, i powible, by long Tang
fure

By 5 andl 530 0.m. on the Seh Noves bes tha Tehand L-:I.'I-'ﬂh'
Divigons had reached (heir respective allotted positions and
the 218t Brigade Gronp had by daybesalkd dizposed 15 g
saktward of Tioit to o operiafe with the neht ook stk

AT 330 a.m. the 8th Infantry und 41h Fiekd A tullery Brrigadet
forming the advanced guard to the 7th Dhvison, sl
forward to occupy the Jibin Wadi and to advince from them
aguinst the enemy’s trenches about one and a holl milsdd
the northeast. The infantry had orders to przsh in af ooee
* Gew Map 06 _

! Sumrise wms whoat B H® o5om
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ACTION OF TIKRIT 1

the trenches were only light] held, but, otherwiss, to reconioitre
closely and send back intmiu:hn to enible General Fape o
launch a co-ordinated atmack 48 5000 35 possible, At 5.454.m,
when the enemy’s artiflery opaned fire, the 47th Sikhs, leadling
the 8th Brigade, drove enemy piquets oul of the Jibin Wadi
and then, patrolling with dush and enterprise, sent Gesieral

estiblished themselves ina mata about eight himatred yards from
the enemy's pasition, the 39th Rifles had come up on their right,
the 2/124th Infantry had closed up on thedr lift rear in

and the lst Manehester wern well forward in a central po

as brigade resorve,

General Fane decided that the 8th Brigade should attack
on a frontage of six hundred virds, under eover of an artille
barrage* and supported by the fire of the 18th Bri wh.w:r
bad orders to exploit Ry success gained by the Sth Brigade
by pushing tirouwgh it to the morih 2% 00N as the

Euard aguinst
attack from the northward. Both brigades soon reported the
treniches to their front to be Ield in strenigih

It was evident that the enemy meant to stind, His astillery
fire was heavy, well utuniif and accurate, and so frequently
cut our t lines t the amengermmts for artillery
5 mtmfm commipleted to allow of an infantry sl
taking place before 1130 a.m.4

At this hnu:nm-lrmhuyhnmhmd.mmmmmﬁduﬂ
thanks to the excellent Lt penition betwann
gune, proved both accurate and efiective, A mimute lager
g::ﬁEHi: Rifles snel 47tk Eikh.withlhei‘nﬂ_-hh [nfaniry in

£

_"Thll was To overlap the frantage of attsch by 150 yards on sach Sank
Thin delay in ""ﬁ e amangemetts for :

uTl e By i Aoyt ni'iﬁ“mim-mdm:
Wis

mn-hﬂ-uln'ﬂnl’lluﬁqrhm.

| i
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¥

stcidiness and determination, thesd three battaliops |
their objective without pawse or check and establishod theme
selves in portions of the incomplets Turkish third fine o g
l"|'|:|.'|-|_1uHE- of = I'[g]LI hmdred }-.‘.lrll'."l. The trenches !Mh N
hweld only lightly by Turkdsh infuntry, of whom about BS wees
taken prisoner. But the cosualties of our three battaliong ul
ameunted to about 30 per cont. of their strength, due tg e
enemy's artillery fire and to enblade nfle and muchine og'S
fire, especially from a high-sited strong point (o the lef "L:I

oir ntrack.
Henvy casualites bad also been inourred by the 28t Punm’
dnd Ist Seaforth IEJEJI;I'I.I:I:LII:I:"! [H'J".ll ULIJ.-',;.’uJ.L',' wiibch haisd |
forward to the dglit and left respeetively ol the Brth En#-:
tix nfford covering e ; pod it hoad beon fownd MOCCMErY o
pend forward the Bnd Punjabis to mindores the 281k Prenjahiy
in view of an enemy connter-atiack '

At 1245 pom. the 1st Manchester were sent up to reinfons
the right of the 8th Brigide Gnng lne and arrived in time
pasist in repelling a Turkish counter-attack. Owing e
severance by bosiile artillery fire of all cable communicatsoss
from the front, and to the [ailune of oor infantry G indcEie
theat pomtlon 0 our congacl aeropianes™ i was o long tine
before Ceneral Fane learnt that the Sth Brigade had o
the Turkish trenchiss, Owing to thid and to the fuct that ghee™
battalions of the 18th Brigade were still heavily rugagrd o
the right and left rear of the 8th Bagads, the originala %
of immediately pushing the 19th Brigade northward thmugh®
the Bih Brgade was not carried oot |

The Sth Brgnde continued to suffer from heavy uﬂh.‘l
firn framn both flanks | and another counter-attack was loumeid
against its rght, but was repulsed aboit 3 pm,  As the [

int to s kel was still glvingmoch troubles by its fire, uli

whles, commanding the 19th Brigade, received ordes fo
eapture . Under cover of an artillery barrage, which i
menced At 4.20 pam. and continoed for fifteen minuges, (&
attack on it was carried out with great dash and gallastry i
the Sealorth Highlanders and 125th Rifles and met wid
curnplote soocess, Lhe I:Ih;".m:.r'! trenches hﬁﬂﬂ |J{'£H];Ihi Im:l‘
4.45 pom, and o mumber of prisoners taken. .

It seemed to the commander of the Tih Cavalry Beiguieat
ihis Stiapni that, ns the onciiy m the trenches (o (he nﬂrth-_ﬂ."'
minaced the left of the Seaforths and 125¢h, the time lud come

witen the cavalry could materfally assist them and s J
theyr moccess - and he arcormingly istved arders for th'_ﬂ._

* 1t hod besn arvenped (s imdnamry units slusuld light fares s ":
signils, bob they kbmtained ines doing an in the kb Gebie] Tl 5
e their positicn wwiy to the roemy, ¥
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ACTION OF TIKRIT &

Husears and a squadron 13th Lancers to make s ity bed n f tnek,
"B " Squadion of the 13th Hossars, followed by " (" Sqoadrom
in Suppart, was sent (0 advance and locate the Turkish trench
ling about one and o bll miles to its front and from there
to sweep to the ;Et up the trench fowards the left flank
of cur . two remaining squadrons 19th Husars
would follow in reserve and also the squadron 13k Lancers.
Under cover of the smoks and dust ﬂlhl;mhﬂu’y bairage
which still hung about. ** B " Squadron 13th. Hussars reached
its destination withowy opposition and fmding our infantry
there in position waited till ** C " Squadron joined it, Captain
Robinson, commanding ' B " Squadron, could see 300 to 400
Turks massing some 1100 yards away to his left and left
fromt and, roalising that it was the only 'way in whicl le could
carry out his mission 10 assist the mfaniry, he wheeled the two
squndrens to the left und smid the cheetn of the infantry
charged the enemy, going right theough them. Captain
Robinson himself was killed at close quarters in the advanes
and the twe sguadrons, having passed through the EOGTIY,
turned about, went through the Torks again and pulled 4
noar the infantry. They had come under considerabie n.ftp
and machine gun fire during thelr advance and also under
arilllary fire during their return charge, bat it wis ill-directed
and owing to that and the growing darkness* they had anly
sttained about 2B essualties among the 100 men of so compost
the two squadrons. They are believed to have mn-m:ﬁ
for at Jeast double that number of the enemy,

Uwing to the dost and the failing light the supporting
squadrons had at first Jost sight of “ B " and ¢ *
but learnt where they were from our infantry and proceeced
to follow them up till they were seen retiving. . As, however, it
was gatting too dark to continue, the »
drrw uﬁ? dismeunting » short :lhﬁg:nm?r‘i:n the enemy’s
trenches, covered the withdrawal of the wounded and of men
whose horses had been killed.

In the meantime the Seaforths and 125¢h (19th Brigade)
nad pushed on without serious opposition for about balf o
nﬂle:nd,:sdnrhuummcmmnmﬁdandthﬂ-;ﬁumd
pushed out patrels. The 8fnd Punjabis {19th de) moved
up into the Turkish trenches on the right of the 8th Brigade
amtl the 28th werg withdrawn to form 19th Brigade
Reserve.  The 28th Infantry Brigade had reached the Jibin
Wadi about 3 pom. and remained there s Divisional '

* Sumsol wan jusi afoer-5 pom.

?

'ﬁ'?i |
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R HISTORY OF THE WAR: MES0OPOTAMIA

and the Yth ij.f;n:r:\' L'i]'j,l_:..u]l- i Ly s He=erve moved rm
from opposite Daur to buivossc at Auja,

I.|‘L1:I'.|I.'I,5 the duy tha Cowvalry IMvigion hod I,.I]l_“_-ﬂ-“'ﬂ!
dotained enemy troops in the long length of trenches opposs
it, and the gpuns of the 215t Brgade Lroup on the Tiara lody
tank hadd kept all roads (o the north onder shell fire, Apparenthy
inflicting loss on the enemy i

At 6 pm. Genernl Cobbe ordered the Cavalry Division j
withdraw 1o .-"||I|.| and the Tth Division oo hold the line b fﬂl_
guined and (o patrol boldly to its front.  Afier reorganisng
the 7th Division pushed forward strong patrols at | om g
the Bth November o secumne a Boe nocth of Tiuome 1l
weesiwnrd Do the T"E.'"" 1r-|I!|' Lt r L afifsastion was g
eountered ood next morming it was [oond that the Tarka
had retreated well to the norih,

Dur casualties totalled 13, of winch 161 wese laBad®
We captured 1537 Tuthash prisoners and their total casimlties
were eitimated ot 13N, inchidmg S8 lalled.  [n ﬂddlﬁ'm,.
o good deal of abandoned materiid fell into our hands, 'th
much lmd beven bumit or desiroyed by the coemy befon
retrented, including the rver stowmer falnar, with which we
had attempted to ré-victunl KEut io Apol, 1916

On the Fili November the Cavalry Thvision started: soml
o Sadtya and on the 10th the refsindor of the foree h-!“
its withdrawal to Samarni.  The whole of the Turlash XVHE
Corps, including the divigdons which bad fought at Tikel
was then located os being at or focth of Fat-lo

Druring Ovrobes pd the first Tall of November (e activitis
of the Hritish Adr Force, LT lrum CO-(Ne PR LT A (Wi Iuhﬂq
ih thas _]ll['hu] Hiirmian |.|.l1||. lli'\l the "|.-1|'.;r|.-|. ||.|-r| ]'I:ru h'l.ﬂid_!

durectal (o TecnnmuEisELREE, 5:!E:-.l!|-|‘:1'.||.='!'.'.' anid |1r|::'.|:|.|.'|g ramle.

No. 3 Squadron bombed Kifrh serodrome, apparently sith
good effect, on the I6th and 31a Octaber.t and dorng the
first hall of November No, 683 Squadron bombed the Turkisk
camps near Fat-bm and No, 30 Squadron those at Qars Tepe
As, however, these camps presented only small and scittend
targets as compared with our own camps, it was felt tndesrable
to continme soch projocts as likely to lead to retalistony teds
At the beginning of Nevember further discussion toak plse
between General Maude and the Chief of the Imperial

* Lavalry Deiion 74, Aemillery 79, 47ch Ailcha 1208, 27124 th ity 6
Ath Bhfles 231, 2k Pusjalie Y45, Seainrih Highlanders 167, 1280
I35, st Manchester 118, and ot unity 50 in il

].1.-.]]“ thove T mudids foiis meiehinies weee loar. bhor =8 bac ooe (it Lay Eﬂ
LB} T

e
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IEATH OF GENERAL MAUDE &5

Saff regurding the o hility o getting the Russians yndar
Genoral Hamtoff to hak) cither the Divala line or the rouies
it Persin, on the condition ‘that wit malntained them with
supplics.  Bot on the Bek November the Bolihevik commter-
revolution took place ;! Lenin and Trotela asmamed PowEr
and it was [elt useless in take any farther action until the
pelitical situation became clearer, In the meantime 5 Russian
detichment about 1,000 strong ®  under the eommmand  of
Licutenant-Colonel  Blcharaknii, had been fent forward by
Baraioff i ntercept the  disbanded Persian B
Thin it accomplighed successfully a1 Qasrd-Shirin. and then,
being isolated from Baratoffs main force pnd unnble to obetuin
suificient food, Colonel Blelmrnlof asliod if e and his detach-
ment might comd under Genernl Mande's otders.  Generls
Moude and Baritni gl bo this agn Temptary wrynngamont
and the detschment moved 1o Mundali,

Un the 18th November General Mande died of chalem in
Bagldad after two duys' illness, In Mesopotamia, in the
other theatres of war and throughout the British Empime
generally, the news aroused deep concern. For, apart from
suraw ul the swlden and tragic ond of a fine bearder, s nome
had =0 come to be regarded Ay sy monymuous with suceess thar
his death was Tooed tpon as indesdd 5 naticnal rrbafor e,

To those serving under him his Joss wis 2 groat gried, His
great care for all that concerned their well-being, his constant
sympathy with their hardships difficulties 3nd dungem, and
his ready and genercus ncknowledgment of their work b
endeared him fo all ranks in Mesopotamia ;  and they oll
tecogmited how much they owed to lis initiative ani Ty
As soldiers they nlin reslized o greatly his mdlitary capacity
had contribmied to ihe chinge from fafles s victory. T
faet, the foree of s persomaliey had so dormirmted the cam.
paign that it wits regarded genorally as his individual effort to an
extent that s unnsuel  Tn eomsequence of this feeling and of
bis well-kmown  habit—disinterested and aliroistic tha it
undoubtedly was—af personally controlling details generalfy ey |
o subordinates and of sellom confiding his plons to othere, some
mhcetn was exprossed s to what would bappen: withont his
giiding brain und influence. This feeling, hemravier, was modified
W some extent by the impression thiat his tesk was almost
ciimpiete

EPHEanEE STERST A

ANHE B -

N E VR R TR

= OWEEE OV R AT B

* B nffiesrs, 510 Coassclo, 53 bentry, 88 moustuin udiinry, M oachine |
Hunsery, IR amreuniton odlumn o= LT combomnis s 1T som-es.
tatants, inchiding a Ldy doctor and two taréng s

A Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
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8%  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Samn messare of the feefings with which he was
was shown by the many strking public marks of esteem to iy
memory and by the large number of telegrams and lettesy of
sympathy which renched Lady Maude, from the Ki
{ueen, from many public bodies, from all parts of the Empip
anrl from nsumbimess mdividoaks, including  soldiers af 58
runky

Liputemant -General Sir W, R. Marshall was appointed ta
the chibel coommand .1|'||"','.-I'-I1IIEILJ|:I.i.iI., Lerneral Ii_grnl-n L
lasm im ebe 1Hlled I.'||:|-_|'.lh ant General Thoammwon lil.kjng T
command of the 14th Division.  There was little or esthing
o pecord, or within anvone's personal knowledge, o shew
what General Mande's intentions or plans for the fuatore hd

been, either as regards operations, orgamsation or militery asd

civil administration. I consequently ook Censral Mirshal
gommigy liktle time to acquaiii hitfised! with all the varied focion
affectingg the sitoation. Bot, ns be sald in his Despateh
"“the meral of the army was migmificent, whilkt orgunkston
nnd riiming hod reathed a ligh level of eficency. Tie
Turkish army, on the contrary, was low in ssorad amnd desertion

fraom ¥ were nomerous and frequent ; on the Tiens asd

Enphrafes they liad vetrested out of rapid striking distanee
and only on our nght fank was there o good opportunity ol
hitting them."

Dyetails of the composition and diztribution of the Mase
potamia  Expeditionary Force on the 18th November, 1817
are @ven in Appendix XL, and & list of the principal oficen
serving with the force on the I8t Docember in Appendix XTIV
O the Baghdad front General Marshall had a striking force o
one cavalry and six infantry divisions, of a strength in roosd
numbers of 3,500 salwes, BB000 rifles and 32 guns® In
nddition, the 11th Cavaliy Brigade had already begun o be
lormed and the first wmits of the 18th Divigion had resced
Hasra, as well as seven new mackine gun companies (ooe for
each division).

— —

* The todal Fatios sivengih of the forcs S

Viriblaly aihcers | 6747
Iedian wificers . By d |
Hitish other s6ks 163,551
Indian wther mnks P

fallowern L (BN, 425
O ke lellower, qve 121,006 warm [nstian, amil dhe remnainedsr -ﬂ
B2, TOHF Adubm, 6 5360 Kurils S0 Chstionn, | 80 Persasn acd a lew jq_
E':'l’h"'"'\- Armetibann, Chaldears, Jews, Durmess ol Seiiina,

s oy
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INSTRUCTIONS TO GENERAL MARSHALL &7

On the 20nd November the Chiel of the Imperial General

Stafl sent General Marshall e following te | | G-
" On your assumption of the command In Mresopotamin
! I think i advisahle 1o recapitulate the imstroctions
issued o your predecessor.
" L The prime misslon of your force {s the establish.
I ment and maintenance of British influence in the Baghdad
viayel. Your mission is, therefore, primarily defensive,
but, while malking every possible preparation to mect
atmck, you should tuke advantage of your central position
and of the superiority of your communications sver those
of the enemy to make your defence as active as pressilile
and to strike a1 the enemy whenever he gives Yoo an
opportunity of doing so with suecess,

© 4 You are further charged with the protection of the
pipe lines and oil-bields in the vicnity of the Karon river,
and with denying hostile sccess to the Perdan Gulf
You should ensure that hostile parties do not work down
sotth acrces the line Shushinr-Tsfalian

"3 As regards the Russtuns, the political situation
thit cointry 1= so obscure as to makes §t imipossible at
present to lortnolate any definite plans, but yoo should
codeavonr to enlist the eo-operation of the Rusdans in
blocking the Persian frontier, and are authorsed o
supply such ion of General Bamtoff's force a5 may
cotie forw to the Persian frontier, if yon can do
without detriment to the malntenance of your own force.

"4 It E=om t to enlist the o ration of the
Arab tribes in y%lm, aned trihace i';::Pﬂ: to lemrmss the
eNemMy's commumications and refuse him supplies.  For
this an active propagandn, which should make the most
of our recent successes In Palestine and Mesopotamia,
should be undertaken. As to this you will consult and
be guided =1 Fercy Cox,

"8 As Eﬂlﬂ'lﬁ gumhlr: te jurkge the situation here,
the destruction of the enomy's advanced bises at Ramadi
and Tiknt, together with the successes pnined in Palestine
and the consequent diversion of enemy's reserves to that
theatre, make it impossible for the enemy to bring agninst
you this year a force sufficient to threaten you seriously,
and make it doubtful whether he can do so re the hot
woather of 1918  Much depends on the extension of the
r. enemy’s railway to Mosul, and it 08 i to obtain
all possible information as to this, es & tor get timely
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Thii L EEe |;|| ..g|_1.|-_|?'_-_| EOTCEm] ELTInn -e*ll]]n?T on H]rl EIZI]HITHN
ar on the [igns

~ B IThe general situation makes it important they e
more troops then are absolutely necessary for the 'i“-l'l}‘i!l[
| oud ol your mission; as defined in paragraphs | and 2 am
ledleed] wp in Mesopotamia dunng the hot weather in 1818,
and T therefore wish vou 1o kpep 0 view ihe pusaihilkg
of reducing your foroes before then, snd o make i
| posible preparation to economise foroe o the Prdlims

extent by strengthening vour defences and inproving
Your dofimimnicsbions

7. It 18 of vital impertance to economise shipping to
the fullest extent, and you will therelore moke evary
endenvour Lo develsp local resources (o that ond ig {ifgs
sultation with Sir Percy Cox

B Ploass scknowledpe snd ask for explinathog i any
]:"I'Ji-!”!'- e ant clearhy undersinod,

The abowve 15 mainly not worthy as bemng the first officml
mtimation of a possible reduction of strength in Mesopamis
owing to the unlikelihood of an imminent enemy niffenste,
Ihe instroctions in paragmaph 1 for an active defences Welw
evidently inteided to ensure thiat ogr stiperionity in mombens
m Mesopotamils shiould be utilised a8 much as pussihle to
asgist indiroctly . our operafions i Paleitine, whiese Genea
Allenby's foree had now reached within s few miles of Jurasalem,
Altogether five Turlish divisions were by now reported a8
having gone to Palestine from Aleppo, where only two reftiaiied)
and the fact that & German unit numbored 01 was reperted
ik hawing passed theough Kayak tn Syrin gn its way to Palestine
H3 thee second week of Ootober fonded 1o confirm former reports
that u German division also had pone there,

In Russls amarchy and civil wa prevailed everywhen,
In Moscow and Potrograd, Lenin and Tn maki had gained e
i Upper hand amd kad puiblished o docree calling v aldl hq‘“ﬂi]_"ﬂ‘]ﬂ]‘t
TATINNS 10 COrmEmerse L T |:|-.!E"I|li..|1ll:ln:. ik ¢ nce.  The Stile
of the Russion army was geiting worss ©  tie offices wem
powerless | and |t was extremely doabful if they would be
able to muntain any army at the froni duning the winler,
om especially as the Bolsheviks, afrufd lest the army should
be nsod agsinst them, were doing their utmost to prevent @
military recovery.  There was, however, & hope that nadionl
troops [Armenians and Georgians) would be raised in fhe
Lavrasue, which, with the assistance and support of the Allses,
wotihd b able to continue 1o offor opposition to the Turks
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SEW BRITISH OFFENSIVE =

As rogards the extension of the Turkish railway towsrds
Muosul, o British prisener of war, taken at Kt and errployed
by the enemy on work on this extension, had recently reached
Baghdud after escaping trom the Torks snd wis abile o farsh
informaticn which showed that milbiend was still well to the
west of Nisabin.

Local resources had already been comsiderahly devels
by Genoral Maude, but he bad hitherto not considered that the
military sifuation justified his scceding to Sir Percy Cox's
ri'ql.'hﬂ‘ll[!"a =I|:|I. W f.;]l:ll'_d_ll tlrl'lE |_h.|_'\. rl-rr_ik. -Hi.tll-ﬂl!' Euphntﬂ
erea between Nasiviye and Falluja omder oor control,  We
lmd, o far, penetrated southwards from Falluja o Hilla,
Musaiyib and the Hindiya barrage and we had political officers,
i Karbala and Najuf. But in view of Sir William Robertson's
presaing imstructions and of the fnproved military situation,
General Mamhall decided at the beginming of Dwecember to
bring this area under hid control : and o mumber of detach-
metits, relessed for this mportant duty by a reorgunisation of
the line of commurication forces, were sent bo garrisan various
posts there

scon alter succeeding to the command, General Marshall
decided 1o attack the Turkish force which held G Tepe amd
s line, in advance of that place, extending along the Jabal
Hamrin from west of Subaniya to Abu Zenobil and from there
for about forty mils up the Divala tight bauk to Cula
shirwian® The aterngth and distdbution of the Turldsh Bth
Division, which had been idemtified a4 holding this aren, wos
estimated as follows (—-Headguarters and 400 rifle= at Quin
Tepe ; S0 sabres, 1RO rifles and 12 guns in the triangls Narin
Kopri-Sulmniya-Abu Zepabil ; 900 rifles and 12 guns from
Abu Zenabil 10 Shiaikh Baba ; and 300 rifles and 2 guns from
Shaikh DBaba to (hls Shirwan, The advanced fine of the ,
British Illrd Corps cxtended roughly westward from east
af the main crossing over the Kondaren siver b0 theee miles
north of Mansoriya and then 1o the Khnlis cansl westvard of
Delli Abbms; the ldth Division being cast. and the 1ith
Division west, of the Diynla. '

General Marshall hoped 1o surprise and destroy the advanced '
portion of this Turkish foree by a comverjrng attnck towards
Qura Tepe from the lne (el Ribat-Suhamiys, combined with
a movemen! up the Addlaim by the Cavalry Division directed
to cul, af or nonr Qlara Tepe, the enpmy's communicstioms

= Pwe Mup I8,
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) HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

with Kilri; at which place the headquarters of the Tarkish
XIH Corps and a force of about 950 rifles and 8 puns had beey
located.

Prepeanons jor the offemsive were carried out with the
groatest podsible secrecy ; and to prevent enemy aerial FECh-
mssance i bombing atuck was made by our acroplines o
the Turlash aarodreme ot Kifr on the ]'Li.l.l:.'l.l Hith Hrlwmhﬂ-r
Ist December,  In spite of this, however, an Enemy acroplans
flew. over our Hnes a1 Mansuriyn on the Iat Decemnber, an
next day another aeroplane flying over our Cavalry Divisng
miust have observed its movement. Lesving Sinddiva with
some armotred cars on the Ist, the Cavalry Division reached
satha that evening and was joined there by a mule cilamp,
0 Ford vens and part of the 33rd Motor Ambulanee, escorind
by the 2ch Ponjabis, which hed marched up the Adhaim
from near fts mouth. Om the 8l the Cavaley Diviskon
matched to Chai Khanas © and its advanced parties, recoms
naitring fir & passage through the Jabal Hamrin by which
the division oould mosve thai maght fo Umr Maidan, come
under hostile artillery fire from the foothills.  The only pructics
able route was found to be held by an entrenched foree of
Turkish imfuniry with guns and mochine guns ; and, surpriss
being 0o longer possible, the 7th Gavalry Brigade and ° ¥
Battery were senl forward 1o clear up the situation. Rep
that the enemy's position wis too strong to be forced hefoes
dark, the 7th Cavilry Brigade remained in tooch with k;
and the haison officer with the Cavalry Division seat woed
to Geterid Headguarters that the prospects of brea king through
In time were vety doubtful, On the maorting of the Snd the
enemy’s force had inereased and the Cavalry Division was
umable to break through or to find another passage.®

In the meantime, the varioos groups of the Illrd C
dtailed for the converging attack had concentrated by Dﬁ{'h?
fall on the Zod Decomber us follows, Corps Hesdquartes
were ot Chilat al Mufti,  East of the Diyala wore © Bicharakolls

Russian detachment at Chahriz: 7 Brignde Group (26 puns):

at the Kardarm erossding : 35th Brigumle Group (10 gans) o
the main road seven miles northeemet of Shahraban, with
the T4th Divisional Reserve (2 infantry battalions and I3
Euns) close in rear : and 14ih Division Headquarters one and
o half mikes south of the K urdarma crossing, with two G0-pounder

* eenural :I-I:nlull.hu! it tistrwciions thae, if thee Tuslss wvrs fonsd

bt e hooliding the bills in shrength, s serkous attermpt was to be made by te
oivalcy o ferem o

. -d
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FLAN OF ATTACK aj

guns and fwo Ginch howitzers in position on the Jabal Hamin
about four miles: to its north-west,  'West of the Diyalu were :
A8k Hu_-r.gadﬂ Gm (2 guns} two and a hall miles north of
Mansuriya ; dth Bngsde Grouwp (26 guns) four milos west
of H;-lli .l’lt.l:uhmuh:_-r and the 13th Divisional Reserve (1

cavidry, | cychist compeny, | infantry battalion and i
Tl g Ek'll'i Ablax* b i i

General Fgerton had planned to carry out his attack in
twor phases, In the fist phase the enemy would be e
along the whole front (heil Ribat-Subaniys and both his
flanks would be turned, the left by forcing the passipe of (he
”i.]ﬂllnl 1 bk ir| Rilmt apd the :|-|H'_'|]rL '|:|'_|,. the capture of
Subaniyva and the Sakaltvitan paes.  The second Fﬂ'm.:u_- wonalel
consist of an advince on Qura Teps up both benke of fhe
Mann Hver

remeral Thomson, commanding 14th Division, had directed
the 35th Brigade Group to secure, during the night 2nd /3,
the Diyala left bank from close below (il Hibat to near
Tnwila ; and the 37th Brigade Group to force a Cirsdng over
the Diyala above (hzil Rilat before 5,30 a.m.t on the 3nd, its
right being covered by Bicharmloffs Russions who would
advance to about Kishuk  During the early hours of the 3id,
m ofder to assist the 37th Brignds Group, the 35th Brigade
Lroup was to act vigoronsly all along its ﬁm and its patrols
wore, if possible, to secure footings on the Diyala right banlk
After crossing the Divaln, the 37th Brigade Group would
secure Tel Bamndan and Tel Almadia ; and ns goon - as the
latter locality had been eaptured, the 35th Brigade Group
was to advance towards (am Tepe, its left on the castern
bank of the Narn, in close tooch with the troops of the 13th
Division issuing from the Sakaltutan lr;d&

Generil Cayley, commanding 18th Division, had armnged
that the 38th Brigade Groap, after establishing itsell during
the maght 3ned/3rd on o three-mile sast and west line with its
riglht on the Diyala about & mike sonth of Abu Zenahil, showld
advance at 5.30 oo towards Subanive and the Sakaltutan
pass ;| while the 40th Brigade Group, reaching o point five
miles- west of Suhaniva by 4 am oa the 3rd, was then to
advante north-north-sastward to om off the enemy in the
Sohanive position and to gain the Sakalintan Pass.  Then,

* Farh hrigude rfs eorbileted] of =minfantry bergpeills weth Beld oortill ﬂ.l
m’n .F'llhhmm- el the grotps bad alse beavy or I'u.w:::;:l
. Stokes” mortare, cvadry, sreniered oo i & bndgmg ok detashs
mEmt.
{ Somrise waa shout @40 pm.

'If-r-}
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2 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

the 4th Brigade Group, croasing the pass, was (o advancs gy
{am Tepe i co-cperation with the 35th Brigude Gaoup,
both coming under the command of Generil Cayley,

After dark on the 2nd Deoember, these wirions gt
advanoed as erfunged, their mosverent being. incilitaged]
the bright moonlight, By 8 a.m. on the Svd the L5 Gurkins
and 67th Ponjabés of tho 37th Hrigude hisd, witlyowud o pEphition,
but in fice of considerable physical difficultios, v, the
Diyala by a ford three and a half miles abowe (heil Ribat, Mg
ford had been foamd between here and il Ribat, near which
the Norfolks of the 37ih Brigade came undes enemy- fire from
the upposite bank at davbeeak, The 35th Hrigude Grong
had experienced 6o difficalty in taking up 48 hne betwren
(het] Ribat and Tawila, and ptmls of the I7th Dogras and
2/4th Guarkhas had crossed by fords pea Sawive and o il
nbove Thwil respectivaly. But above Sawivi no fond had
been fl]“l:l-l'] and ithe 1/5ih PBufls hisd come under I
fire from the opposite bank. West of the Dityala, the ﬂ
and 4ith Brgade Groups had renched their firss P tinng
without difficulty and the latter group, ndvinong and fmding
the Subaniya position unoccupied, had pushed on enstwand
to a position in the hills about twe miles to the north-west ol
Sohaniyn,

Un the British right, the 2/8th Guikhas and §7th Punjshiz,
with one and a hal squadiong . I3tk Cavalk W ooovering  thelr
northen fMank and Bicharakofi's Huseinns alss  advaie
turther to the sorth, bepan to advance towanls Tel Barndanat
about 6 am.  But the difficyll niry, intersccted by mamy
witke and deep water channels, rendered PrOETess. very alow,
—wne hostlle infantry were encountered b retrepied &t o
und the only opposition wis by same artillery, which camsed
A lew cognaltios. The Nortolks had, in the ':n:-t-mlmu.'. beerni
deloyed in croming by the difiic plly of fnding a site for a
bridge. By 3 pm., when the Gurldias and Punjubis reached
a line to the north of Tel Buradan, the enormy troops from te
Diyula area had all pot well away tuwards Oarn Tepe; sod
attempts by the 12k Cavalry and Bicharalofls Russion
tocut the Uam Tepe-Kiftd road wore Irusieated by ke
gun-fire. At chusk, the commander of the 37tk Brignde Group
mvousckod with tliree battalions oear Tel Biradan, the -
mander of the group being still east of the Mhyala about izl
Ribat ; and the cavalry and Russans Mvomacked at Kishik
IThe Infantry st Tel Barndan had experienced o mwost trvimg
day, having covered ahout twenty-four miles in  difficlf
COENLTY 1n e ]il'-l Twentw-1oir horre
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THIRD ACTION OF JABAL HAMEIN 83

In the 35th Brigade Group, the 2/4th Gurkhas and Iih
Logras received onders soon after 7 am. to COnCEntrnte on
the apposite bank.  But the fords were difficult and they did
pot ol get atross 6l 1130 a.m, and | P, respectively
Meanwhile st 11 am. onders were sent for (he whole group
to concentraty on the rght bank, in resdines o piash on ag
soon a5 the 37th Hrigade had eccupied Tel Baradun: Crwing
to the difficulties of forting, hewever, the cpoesi Witd ot
completed] till dusk and it was also found ihat the Turks hisie]
flocded the area on the right bank.  This rendered cur artillery
mmmersile aned the grodp bad to halt for (he might to the south
of Tel Bamadan, The bridge near (hrl Ribat had by this
time boen completed, ot much ramping remained to be done
and thens wese several irvigation channels on the right bank
siill to be bodged,

West of the Diyals, the 38th Brigade Group, advancng
at 3.30 am. from the line it had tsken up during the night,
soun sarprised a Turkish detnchment, taking abou ) prisoners.
The restaining Turks in this area metired at once through the
kills with ronsiderable skill ; ond the 38ch Brigade Group
continued 1o advance steadily to the north-west, Bui ihe
difficult and intricate country rendered very slow
and al dusk the infantry bivouacked on & line they had resched
which extended north-sast from about o mile north of Suhaniya,
where the remainder of the group rested for the night. 1n
the 40th Hrigade Group the 4th South Wals Borderers,
detached towards Subaniya, had eaptured at an eardly hour
two Darkish guns and about fifty men : and in the meantime
the Bth Cheshire and $th Royal Welch Fusilisrs with s section
of moontain srtillery had advanced north-eastwards towands
the Salaltutan pass. The remainder of the artillery found
it impossible to follow thess twe hatbalions and were forced
to make such 2 long debonr that they did net refom the bri
till mightfall, In the difficult hill coumiry e Cheshire and
Welch Fusiliors becume somewhat scattered and |t was not
tll about 4 pom. that they got within o mile of the Sakaltntun
pass, which was found to be held by enemy infantry in sOmE
strength with a number of machine guns.  As the fwo mountain
guns, the only artillery present, were considened inndeguate
to suppart onottock, the advance waz arrested.  The remainder
af the group mnd General Euj.'h::,"'r. Emdqnm‘tt'ﬂ bivouacled
for the might about o mile aorth of Sulianiya,

During the day the rotal cosvalties in the IIsd Corps only
amounted to forty-bwo,

®
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@4 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMLA

Adter darik on the 3rd December orders wens issyed for the
cavalry at Kmbok to adwance next morming towards the
Unrs Tepe-Kifri road. for the 37th Brigade tn withdm "
the eastern bank of the Divala and for the 35th Brigads
to advance towards Qara Tepe, being joined after du.yhT-:E
oy the 13th Brgade, K.I.A* in place of ifs own artillery
immobilised by the inundations. T he 38th and 4kl Hrignde
Groups were to capture the Sakaltutan pass at dawn and the
AMh Brigade Group was then to pash forwarnd to ihe Nann
EieE,

Diarisg (e r1||:.;|',1 the Turlks were fomnd 10 haye OVACHLsd
the Saknliuian pass, which was at once socpied by the Weldhi
Fusiliers, Early on the 4th December two sdiucdrons |3
Cavalry and the 13th Divisional Cyolist Company (Division]
Troops) crossed the pass and, lording the Narin tivert st
ol Narin Koépr, joined the one and a half squadmns. [k
Cavalry and Russian Cossacks sdvancing from Kighuk The
comiMned force then advanced into the hilly country northe
eastward of Clara Tepe and was enguged throughent the da
withan enemy forse (o the pocth of Lhura Tepe holding posithons
from which they could not be ejicted. At 5 p-m. the Rossian
were obliged to withdraw to Kishuk rwing to their ammunitios
and food rumning short and to the exhacstion of their men
and horsesl ; and the 12th Cavalry withdrew alan, jedning
the 35th and 4k Brigade Groups

The 40th Brigade Group, meeting w0 opposition, seached
Narin Kopri and halted there. The a5th Brigade Group,
much delayed by Boods and water chunneds joined during
the day by the 19th Brigude, R.F.A.§ aoly reached a Poknt
five miles enst of Narmn Ripr by 630 pm., when it went
into hivouac,

That might Genemal Eperton fssued orders that Cenersl
Cayley with the 35th and 40th Brigude Groups was to advenece
next diy on Qum Tepe and drive the enemy from the hills
truncdiately 4o the north of that place—but e was oot $0
Prosécute operntions aguinst & suceession of ENEmYy fear guand

pasibons to the north—aml to remove or destroy all stornes
and materizl found s Cars Tepe,

. ﬂ-l"lr‘h.lltlrl[.--rl;:nrl.li;' T #7rh 1111;:.;1- B Laraf, i owas o eroe U
btidge mear (ol Hibat P T

b semy had destroyed wll the bridpe.
. % Onwing i shortage of fam) sfiae: joinieg o, nedhit e gup b v
m st consd ) hom.

§ Afer work wll nigit by the Sappers and Miners aml Plinsars, the -
of the lwidge near (hesd Reibmz and teo brilges wver walor clanssid -:ﬂl
Dayals slght bank had tuses completed by B am. et the dih
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THIRD ACTION OF JABAL HAMRIN %5

[Twe Turks had been reported as holding a trench line astride
the Kifri oad about one and a half milss north of Qura Tepe ;
and General Cayley decided that the 35¢h Brigade ehould
attick them from the south-east and the 4k Brgade from

the south-west, while the 12th Cavalry thrsatened their lne
of retreat from the sastward *

[be advance commenced at 6 a.m. on the Sth December.
the 35th Brigode Group moving towands the ensy of ihm
Tepe and the 4th Brngade Group towards the west, At
abowe T80 am. the one and & hali squadrons. 12th Cavalry
covering e advance of the 35th Hrigide came under shell
fire from the south-castemn slopes of a high hill to the north
of Gara Tepe ; and about half an hoar later, jeined by the
sguudron and three quarters 13th Cavalry and four armoured
cars from the 40th Brigade Group, moved off to try and work
round the enemy's lefi flank. The 37th Dogms, leadting the
$5th Brigade, came umder shell-fire (rom about 890 wm. and
the attack progressed gradually and steadily till about 11 o,
when the Zdth Georkhas came up on the rght of the Degras
and thore was o bitpeorary clisek F?W‘i.l:l.[ o the ||r.:n'}- Iaostike
machine gun fire. About this bour, the 40th Brigade, hoving [
renched without opposition a point about two miles north-
west of Lara Tepe, deployed for attack. The opposition this
brigade encountered was never very serious v ICTEOVET,
its advince was facilitated by the convex slopes and by the
excellent covering fire of its field and - mountain artillery.}
The enemy did not awnit the 40th Brigade assault and sbout
1245 pm. it guined the erest.  On the south-eastern shopes
the enemy offered 4 more stubborn resistance to the 35th
Brigads and at 11.30 am. it was found necessary o send the
1/5th Buffs lorward to !%J‘-Flﬂl't the firing line. Then, ahout
the time that the 40th Hogade reached the crest, the lelt
plitoon of the 37th Dogras mide a most gallant charge and,
lollowed immediately by the remainder of it company, seized
a strong point an the enemy’s right, capturing or knlhng 31
Turks. This ended the fight, as everywhere the enomy then
mmads o rupid retreal, which our cavalry, being held off by gun I
and machine gun fire, was nnable {o interfere with,

* The Domian Cosacks wers not preseit owing 1o Hcharakoff lwmg il ]
Though sick. b ad commamnbsal b man oo s sireiedsy-on tha W R
days,  Hui he combl dis s na longer nod thene wie ne ose i Tuism.,
The hiavy sridllerr fissl bion urable bo pscumvpany i owisg oo i difizule
COUBITY,
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B6  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

During the day the casualties in General Laview's foy
totalled 167, of which the 37th Dogmas lost A5, the Tt
Gurichas 48 amd the Sth Wilshire 29, We ook abony 4
prisoners, bot little in the Wiy al -.upplim-:r WET fnnferil,

In the meantime, the Tuerkish fores facing the Ty
Divison to the westward of Umr Maidan had slivwn
agns of retiring and our cavalry had besn unnhle to find gy
other passsge through the hills  In the evening of (ke &ﬁ
Ueeneral Marshall ordered both the Cavalry Divisica and the
I1ird Corps to withdmw next day, the latter to an idvaneed
e oxtemding from Khanigin through Yzl Ribat 45 it
Sakaltutan s, This withdmwal was  offe ted  withogt
ppeciil incident

Retoern the Jrd amd the 8ih December our totil cas]ig
amaiinted to X killed nped 190 wounded  wnd  thoss of
Bicharakofi's Russians. 'who had done good work on the fwg
davs they had been engaged, to 9. We buried 87 degd Therks
and enptured I55 prisoners, 2 guns, a machine gun anid ofber
wad material, The 1 ilej.‘:J'J 'I-'-'l.-lil'll‘L!'l.'] wWery l'-h.'T_'iII!.:I.Ii_‘d it crver
two hundred,  Although the Joss we inflicted on the enemy
not as great a8 had been hoped for, we had strengthened our
rght fank considerably. Tt was felt that in fwture the Terks
world - experience great difficulty in  comdu ting  offensiyw
operanots aguinst this fank amed mlés in carrying it thely
plans for o penetration by small ferces into Papgn,

Un the [st Decembor the Communderin-Clief in Indis
telegraphed to the Chief of the Imperial General Staff that,
a5 the arangements tn despatch units of the 18th Divison
to Mesopotamin had been completed. be proposed to stan
the formation of a 1th Division foq tinployment ns deskred
by His Majesty's Government, The Chief of the Imperial
Genernl Staff repdiod on the S0d thi the guestion of how het
Indin eoukd F!'.i‘r'f further assistanes had ||]:|-'.'g|;[:||' Iwen wmder
consideration. and he hoped to semud a full reply in a few daya
In the meantime be sent his views an the peneal situsdon o
follows. Hussia’s pesce movement and the Ttalinn defeats
hiel grvatly increassd our birden il rendored coneentration
of effort more eceseary than ever in Europe, where Geest
Britain and France earch sent six divisions to Italy. Our
ucoesses. in Mesopotamin and  Pulesting had rendored this
CONCERtmiinn  mine feagible and the Chiel of the I_mpr_-ri.lj
Genernl Staff thoughe we had over-raled Turkish power
Although our succemses had upset the Turco-German plans, be
doabted if they had ever been a8 formidahle as reports indicated:
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i DIVISION LEAVES MESOPOTAMIA o7

and in any case the chances were aginst any terioms attack
in Mesopotamin before the next winter, He belisved the
Turks to lave Ltile deosire fo do iy more ighting anywhen: -
and they wers shart ol men amed deficlent of other TS0,
For example, their cavalry division and more thin six other
divisions in the Jerusalem vicinity numbersd only abont
15000 fighting men ; in fact the word division thronighaont
thidl Army was o misnomer, Fronce was WAr-Woary, wvery
alwort of men and bresking up divisons: wnd ltaly would
alwayn have to be sitfloned by some of our troaps.  America
brped ko pat twelve - divisions into Franee by May and twelve
maore by December: and this mie could mot be qudckened foe
bick of shipping. COhr infartey in all theatres of war was
TN below eatablishmaent and wriylad 1l::I!I_'IEI-. o tedce na
short pext spring,  Germany eould probably during the nex
few months bring thirty (o forty divisions from ber easterm to
hest western frant and must realise the sdvantage of gaining a
diecision’ before  American help arrived. On the other hand
shie [ been well punished in 1917 and her economie position
wik very bad.  Austria wis longing for peace but could not
break away from ber German masters ; while Bulgaris would
o mo more fighting than Germany could mules ber do.

Frem the above the Commander-in-Chisd woold gather,
sald the Chief of the Imperial Genecal Staff, that we must
cut down in Mesopotamia and Palestine to a defensi ve minimum
mnil that 2l the addifional men Indin could give were nsedad,
wipl noeded quickli.

n the 4ih December, His Majesty's Government decided
ik, in view of the grealy improved situation in Mesopotamia
amd of fhe fact thiat the pomber ol rifles inour fanee there was
mare than treble that of the enemyy, one of the Tndian divisom
should bt -moved from Mesopotamia to Egypt. General
Marshall wiis secopdingly directed to detadl an 1odian division
other than the pewly-formed 7l or 18th @ and be selicted
the Tth Pivigion, which left for Egypt beforo the end of the
muonth, |ts place in the Ist Corps being taken by the 17th
Dk, Op the 4th the Chief of tbe Impenal Geoeral Staf
iley telegraphed to the Commsnder-tn-Chiel in' Indin that
in order to prevent Brtish divisions being broken ip on the
Western Front i wias desired 60 releass Britisll batdalions
from Egypt by mplacing them by Indian battalions and he
asked what Indin could do towards such replacement at an
enrly dare.®*

* This = o @ dsnsinn not b ruiew il Dt THvision and b el many
marm Rattakicas from lsdis to Hiyp.
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L] HISTORY OF THE WAR MESOPOTAMIA

U (the Bili December Genera Mamshall |l# s Frovm the
comminder of the Rossian Cancasus Armies that o Mk e
between Turkey and Russin had been armanged - gn 1, oo e
28wl peace negotiations opened ot Brest-Litowsk This wmy
the cod;, so fig s Russban co-operation in Ms Opotimia wis
concermed. Although His M esiv's  Goverrmisnl was  nog
primearily tor specially coseermed with the foem

b |-.r|'.i:||r_|:|_|--;|||I
af the new Rissian Government, it wis directly ectod fy
the ottitude of Ruossia towsnds the enermn powers,  Thers
were still large parts of Ruossdn which in o wmw ac kniowleeknng
Bolshevik anthorty and disclalmed anw g Lhom sl i by
peace with the Central Power angd thes His Majssyt
Guoverniient decided to support as the bt means of 'h'-.-'11-“E
employed pnemy roops, who woald atlierwise | Fvillhls
for viae Bgainst vs or our aliies

The epinit anbmating part of bbo  Russian army ) well
i"l'l-ltl[‘l]!llf'll B the E-.-i'li'-'l--llr il bl _:.rlllll_-ll.l-li il hils
detschment. On hearing of the R Lurlonsh arinisties
Geneml Morshall armnoged that this detschment she uld !-uu'w:I
his command amd rejoin General Baraiell, D .].--I:m-ni
that the Kussiin Pence prajakals were shomefo! and i1 i hirream
Colabel Bichorakoff and his det hment wnnooneed ;;nm-.'.l
mously that (hey desired o remain in Mesopotamin ged
hght with the British, This was sgreed to g4 o frn oy
ArTATEement =
e weers e Vel thowsind Austedan 1] Germam [T IS HOETR
war at this time in Trans-Caspin and Russian T boesitan,
who, if Kussis made peace, might cross intd Persis s efrfee
into and-Britizh lcuvities | and the outbook was reodard
mare senous by mutinoos onibres ks amie e Peinitofis trrhogs
at Hamadan about the middie of December 4 Eenescuanily;
m view of the doubtful quality and possible withdmwal of
Bamtofi's trowps, the British Minister At lehrn soppsisl
thmt Corn rul :'|[.II'-||.l:: nluiznalel tikkr v 1 b I'-_'||||-||:||'|:|1 il IH
Bhanigin-Hamadan read, o eang likely to produce o sta bifisiog
EHECL o the Persian Govornmment, e -'.Il-:"rl-\.-l'-h..“_ L,
pointed oud that this wonld be beynnd s scopes of ihe mises
ot bz foree and thai it wosabd, meneover, woi -!irl b & e ek il
i whal we ookl t0 sy Ramania, b nrevesd njijilie

i maching (evmany, b sadugming sist Binb in Mesogotisis snd ravran
& Fam:-Thitmman ¥

of

LEREL R A ST TR L]
t AT ---_l-1 Lhe wwrmas of the arminiioe Iotwsrm Hansii wnil Lhii iSrihy e
mnn s which provided e the i Lhitriweil droam Froati ol ila Livwrpial ail (301 1

nilrm. Bk o wos folt Eha litthy rehlanse eoild T placed o nithit e
£ Tirhey shesrving i ary e ;
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SITUATION IN PERSIA o

ofmite roops then be eoild. spare and would cavse considerable
supply dificulties.  In this view Genem] Marshall wasaapported
by the Chief of the bmperial General Staff, who had alresdy
formed General Mamshall thar, ameng possible measares for
mizang and organising loa] forves of Georginns and Ammeskin
in the Comenss, the despateh of an anmonred car detachnen
and of a somber of Brtah officers for triining purposss vic
Baghdad, Enieli and the Caspion was belng arsinged.  This
wis the beginning of the mission under Major-General L. C
Dunsterville known subsequently as ' Dunsterforce,” whose
proceodings will be relerred to in liter chapters.

Do v all the FRalibood of Bowsds minking pegoe, the cutiook
as regnods Persdi, Alghanistan and the Norih-West Frontier of
Indio wits becoming more sorfous | though tive Beithh sucteases
in Mesopotamin and Puledting, where Jonmalem hod falles fnto
onr hands, and the mcidence of wisiter wers fictors 1 onr
fmvour, The political sitvation in Persin was very unsetided.
ewingg largely to mischievous Bolshevik propoganda @ and all
we could do was to try to get Persian sssent and support
trr thie pxtension 6f ouf cogtiol over loeal levies so 68 to miiftEin
somne siability in thal country,

There had boan several teports that part of the foree under
Gonera]l Boarstofl wished to jun the Brtish as Bicharakofi’s
detachment had done ; and, ot Bartoff's request, Richamknff
with Bis mountied troops dnd two pong left Caer-Shing. for
Kemanshah at the bemnming of Jampary, 1918 o sssist in
rallying the loyal elements stnong the Russian troops there,
Genernd Marshall alsn made nrmngements for the return to i
Mesopotara fram Kermanshoh of o British survey party wmd E
i owirales detachment from the st [Anmac) Wircless 1-':15'_«1.;1_! |
Sepeaddron ihint were with the Russtans © and to safopnand the |
rogid frommi F-'.hu'ul]m to Rarnd he propossd to ccoapy Oaer-
shirin with a detachment,

After the Jalul Hamrn operstiond and until the weather i
broke n the middle of Decomber, the teroplones of Mos. 30
and 63 squodrond carried out o sectes of attacks on the pnemy’s
acrodromes of Tox Khurmath and Hume®  Enemy aincrait
were gotive thootghout the momtl, bat there were obily & few
combats and thoss were indedisive. The persommel of No, 23
Kite Halluoa 'll'.ilililrlln:l.' |:_'{|_'.J_'. &1 nnd 52 :‘i-{ti._.ngﬁ headd wenchasd
Badrn in September; bt owing to shckness and delay in ardml
of many npcessary stores it was not Hl the end'of Novembe:
that the first balloon took the air.  In addition to practsing
ci-aopetation with artillery, they formed wpeeful hindmarks for

T ST TW CRST RN OTW e W e N R RO

% The ulwl:f Bad muoved his dermdrime hadk-from i to Tes '1-|'-II-";II-I||
Humr was on ibe Tigrs sbovw Fai-lo
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b HISTORY OF THE WAR ME
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Baghdnd., The 11th Lancers iwhich had teliewed the 10&k
Lancers on the Tigris Dwefences), the 19th Company Sapperns
and Miners (to the 15th Division) and the 2/th (Delll) Infantry
[[or mdministative duty on (e Hoe ul [WATH T IFTT TR TR |..,r:[
lsin recently arnved from Tndia,

The heavy artillory had agnin been m-organised. The Ist
and [lInd Corps had now six batteries sach and in both corps
I:I.I-_-' were davided into two ETOHIRS of o 1;.4-;’11_'?; .||'_|r|. LWl
sicpe hutteties. In ndditton. 4 siere ]_'|.1||;r_|rl,,' was allotted to
each af the 15th amd 15th Divigons

Canilined friom provesg foage |

T spigalrone, L Lanoaom Avtarhed $2d Dilist v

Ho !
e Tinpels, B.F.A (A, B el [P Pk betiy Aamam {a)
OTih Drigeds, DL A (& i 10l Dl Mok [ i e ks Annin {4
T i Ll m h it m eection . Te oot fromn Endia
aiil, 3 undd Bth Compessies, Sdppors sl Meners Nmam, P sod
i ichaad res pesict Lvaly
Hi&ihy Hazura Fumesr T come fnsm. Tndia
kRch Ehwisonsl Sigsal Company T come frum Dndis
dfth ¥ i Toum Crmpany Atmirn
E&th  Thivistonal T L T and  Transpart
RCITIH] RS E T ilanrs

Sacu, N B poad W Dombiesa] Fisld Ambalenres |-I first twn ot Pa

and this odhar tei 1o

errin® F9m Incdia
Mo, BE Sanktary Section Hagrhidpad
M. 1Z Mokilds YereriBasy Secking ArnaEs

{uj ALl B gun barteries ) A, B and © Iwing [B<poanders, and TRE36ah pa
Bl et hiveleess
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l CHAPTER XL.

JANUARY TO MaRcH I918: DUNSTERVILLE'S sission ang
MHE ACTION OF KHAN BAGHIALI

(mars 37 38 Amp 410

%J the beginning of 1918, the mminence of 4 e THIT e
i

] Russian pesce, Holshevik and enemy propagandn, he
. relsoation of dsdpline, individos] fears for the cafily oy
| wellare of thisdr homes el otfier {actom we e hiify ||.-|~.-,.:n|-,-_i

the disintegrution of the mious Russdan armies. Thai AT

Persian fromt from Trehizond o Kermonshal wa tifl held tw

appurently abowt 100,000 ta 1580000 R us=inn troops, b it
{ was clear that we cottld oot rely munel) lomgrar . thusr providing
i an: effective barrier to hostile penitration eastwards Sich
; eneiration would threaten our flank and communications i
: Meopotamia, would give the enemy control of the Iidter,
i o, grain and entton resonress of the Caue ass and  Caspian

areas and would affond him an opportanity for CArrying the wa
thitotugh Persia and Afghanistan agamst our frostiers in Tndig
An o result of the Russian revolution, the Eeneral ik
caused by the world-woar, Pan-Turanian e igms, Pon-ladamge
doctrine® epemy propagands and  othes varyving facters,
there were indications of istability am g ill the Mahomedan
races from the Caveasud o the borders of Cliimess Turkestan
apd aso throughout Pemsia. In Russian territory {hers
seemied. 10 be o movement among them for a certain megsa
of avtonomy ; and in Persia the extremise politicians were
clamouring for the cessation of all loreign intervention aibd
withdrawal of all fondgn trooge, These fdeas wern all the
more disquisting 4 in no cass had the peoples concormed e
power or capacity ither to pain what thev desfred. to profect
themeelves or to malntain real niutrality.  Moreover, enemy
dgents, increassd In number by the releaze in Russian Lerritary
uf thowsands of esemy prisoness of War, were seizing the oocasing
for anti-British agitation and for orpanisinge hostile schivity,
Un the other hand, the gemeral sitwation of the viris
Turkish armies would senrceby permit their undertaking any
seriE  fresh  enmmitment seneml Alleoby's  offensive in
Falestine was muking cills on their Fourth, Sevezih asd
Eighth Armies in that theatre, which were cvidently « indy bein
met at th expenae of their Stxth Army in Mea ]'-m1:::rn1= iin
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PERSIA ANT) CAUCASIA 13

their Second and Third Armies on the Caneisus front.  Thise
Lust threenrmies were reported to be tired somewhat demorafised,
woik o strengih and suffering from serions supply and trons-
port difficalties; and thelr Fict and Fifth Armicin Ensrespe,
the Dordonellss and Asin Mimae bl .r|.|!rr.:||i}' boen rodoced
to o toted strenjpth of six or seven dvigiond,  So that they
would find it dificult, without roning great risks, to advances
in force over the long and difficnlt roads and the wmow
coversl passes: to Trons-Caucasia and North-West Persia,
1 e dlternative roate by the Black Sea woald, it was hoped, be
closed by the opposition offered by the Ulkmine and South
Ruosza and by other obvings dificaliies. 1o ANV CEsE, Bnemy
action in this direction must meet with considerable defay,

The hatanees mvelved and the difeuli TSt RS
rendered i impossible for o to detieh safficlent Bhgkzh
forees to the Caucasus wid North-West Persin, to which in the
latter case thers wers alsy politica] objections.  Bot the
reorgamiation of the copsiderable aumbers of Georplan,
Ammenian and other avallable forees I Trans-Caocasia 1o
debend their homis seemad 1o be fersible®* | while in North-
Wit Persds we siill had hapes of mising w sofficient foroe of
lovul Husstans, to be paid and mantanesd by wi, W0 close
the mads there against small enemy partiss and to maintain
stability. [t also seemel possible that for this purpese,
with the consent and assistance of the Persian Government,
we might be able to uiilise the Russo-Periian Comsack
Brigade und part of the foroe undir General Sykes in South
Persin,  Farther eastward, wrangements had alrendy been
muvids for Indis to take over the whole of the Esst Persa
Cardont wned fo dispatel military misslons e soon as passible
to Rossinn Turkestin vin Mesthed and Kashgar.

On the 3rd Jummry the Chief of the Imperial Geneml Staff
telegraphed to General Marshall emphasising the importance of
prevening the German and Turkadh Lepations and other enemy
parties trom reaching Tehran and of making preparations to
ensure e sale passage of General Domstervilles mission.
Sir William Roberison st copsidersd it advisabie to sewd
to Hormanshah, with Bicharakofl who was prodeeding thors
n oader to help in rallying Joval Rissian troops, a hacking
of British mounted -troops and any  aomonrsd  ears which

= O the el Jameary dhe Britich Melliany fgest in i.l.r.l“h.l.l.l‘._l.h'll llltmp-ﬂd-
that it wna lejesd W OFeils A pow arsy l:!.l' ARRN, ImnEimy ol X DUTpE
o] 0l Ceorpans, Armeniand, Hussias wobnfeers, Astrrans and S .
$ Bliherin the rocthem bald leail been hekd by the Mwesiare. The tonlon

wiid &0 [Eorint sy partiss aod sgents entecig Afghaustan.
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General Miamball eounld S [Eare, Ii was reiliend thst Lhd'
dEiml-l--h waomled de i el o the I\:""]Jll.ili"ﬂl of th roalu -|-|'ld -lh
supply situation, but prompt action was desirable (f preagbls,
These measuress were, however, only to be regarded o ]
e porry expedient o meet & coobicel sitvation and WETE fiof
o be lobked wpon as extending the mizsiog Previcusly Taj
down for Geoerad Marshall's force 1

1|j._!|;|r:|||_u|'|. heowrver, v |||I!Ill.i". LU ”."II 'r||.- Wity arad ||I|'|'.l|_'[¢
redch Kermanshab long belors o Botich detachmerit oo join
b Creneril Morshall thesefaro, arrangid, with the iproval
of the Chied of the Imiperial Genoral Stafl, tha tha Hritish
detachment should not go further than Hanmabad 11l intimse
tion bad been received from Bicharkofi that e wornk] e
Edvisable for it to do =0

This mounted detachment—knows as Bndpes' Colump ®
and consistug of wme section “ 8" Battery, RLHA, ik
Hussam, o section 15th Mochine Crin ;&:,i||.|-_]|._-;-_| Ardl oo
administrative details under the command of Lircutengns-
Colonel E. J. Bridges, 14th Hussims—was at once formed ut
Sadiye, but owing to heavy rain did ot move o Hagula
till the 13th lonuary, At ibat time ihe rood beyond P
Tog to Harunabad wos improcticable for the movement of
troops, and, except for briel spells of fine weather, was iRy
to remain &0 thoughout the winter, No news had bes
received [rom Bicharakofl and it was decided that ilie detachs
mant showld femain a1 Qasr-i-Shirin G Genera] Marshall Wi
in definite tooeh with that affioer

U the 18th January Bridges' Column reached Qasr-i-Shic
where Matihews' Column® was mlrendy  located. Cal
Matthews had returned on the 9th from Pai T, where e had
gone with a part of his column o meet and scort back wirdes
and survey sections, which had been attsched to the Rissian
furce at Kermanshah, and he had experienced considenble
difficulty owing o the indifforent state of the roud and had
weathor.  Arangements were made to carry out immedsate
mnprovemant of this road and by the endd of the month the
bulk of Matthews' Colimn was located at Surkhedisa Kham
with small detuchments at Pai Taq and Sor-i-pal.

General Dunsterville artived a4 Baghdad from India on the
18th January. By his instructions from the Chief of the

* Comistlng of twe oops 126 Cavalry, 291 Mo lagy Nattery [l oo
spctiom}, |d4th Hompaldre Regamest, 1851 Mashine Cenn  Compuny [l
o) mectictinl, goe coapesy TR Flosesm, tws armaarsd e ﬁ Ligrhal
Artwure] Metos Parteey and il mbnintrntive drtnile umlder Liogtnesni-Colispal
Mrtboars, | dih 1 inpsiim; Begimend
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DUNSTERFORCE 105

Imperial Gonernl Stafl, jssued on the I4th, be was appointed
Clhiel of the Heivsh Misshwn (o the Chucasus and dlsg Boitish
representanive af Tiblms  His sphern of work woan to axtend
over all Russinn and Torkish territory south of the mam cham
of the Catenrsus over which the Federal Republic of the Trams-
Covcastan peoples clamed coptral, e, Armends,  Georgla, f
Azerbatjan and DPaghedtan, It was anticipated that b= nebght |
in the pepr foture need the servicds of somie 150 officers and
300 non-commissiondd officers ;. and & laorge propartion of these
woulidl soon be sent o Baghdad,  In the meantme, Gomeul
Dinsterville himself and such of his staff and personnel na
wioro j:r!lllll‘l'l.iulﬂlj' avatlable were to !m:-l.'LHH]. o Lk as -soon
ik |!-|.-1-L:i'|.'|!r' He would eventuilly have under s onders-on
armenrred car detachment {ve sqoadoons of dieht cars exch)

commanded by Commander €, 5. Locker-lampson.®
The Chief of the Imperdal Gensril S1af jntonated that 'our
primary mifitary objoct Was the maintenance of an cffective

forco on the Concesys front so s to protect The oocuplald poriions
of Twkislh Ammeia and o ru"-'uu i sealisation of Fan-
Turnnian designe ; and alo indirectly to neist General Marshall
in Mesopotamia by helping to cover his nght flank on the
Perslan Eﬂl:l {er and by holding ss many enemy [oides as possible
in Caucasin.  General Dunsterville was to render the [rns-
Capeasus Government every dssistance in all matters forthenng
these objocts, more especially as regads the mising, truning
and equipping of their military forces. k

He was infermed that he was io maintain touch with the
French, who hud undertaken the organisation of the loyal
Rumgian loress north of the Cavcnsus and of the Romaman
army, ns well as fimancidl responsibility. for Ukmine and the
troops under General Alexelell ; and he was also told ol the
arrangements for forming and financing a Russian wolunteer
force in Norih-West Persia which would be under General
Marshall's drders

The only practicable route from Baghdad for General
Dunsterville and his mission to follow was via Khanigin,
Kermanshah and Hamadan to Engeli on the Casplan, o distance
of about 635 miles. From the Meopoiamian border to the
semi-tropical regions bordering the Caspian, the rond, crossing
a suceession of mountain ranges by pasdes varying from 5,000
to 8,000 feet in beight, was of a very doubiful character as far
as Hamadan. It had besn mads passable for motors by the
Russians, bat it was difficult m good weather and impassable

® These cum ccobd nof mech Mpsopolasmnis belarn Bizrch
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HISTORY OF THE WAR: Ml SOPUOTAMIA

I rearmg JJ.I.'|I|._'.!|. in .!'.II,||| there wins a4 Kue Lan I-I'lljll.

i '«'-'l:nrqq-

weather, the attitode of the tribes along the ¢ ite ] of fhe
Persiins was very wncertain.  The Kurds imh wbiting the gy
betworn K lani pnand  Kermanshali were weall e with

i rifles and ks | gtven the Bu stans considerahl ITon e =

arkl, theuel thiy had hrkerto mot been Tug 4 BT 4
FINALTLY

L

Rl

v lstdle i 4,

o them were known to be nnder the fnflyenes uned. i i
tnemy agents.  In Persia extreme hostilify
i "'."._'J'i‘.l. ik CTRIESE ]' I...ll.l |_I.'- r.l||'||: iAf 'II._'.- s rrrin

fis tha Lty
i} I.|-;:|_'r.'.ln-_

fecent Signs of ce-operation between  Persian tXtromists sang

Lo Beolshieviks, an dnvetermie disiasie i

r foTogn inferventim

dnd thr lack of any military forme ¢ ipable af maint itning thes

couniry's nevutrality lud prluoced @ very
pheated situstion in which our diplimnatists wore

duficult and’ come
coguged iy

negotating with a weak Persiun Government with A view 1a

e our end by e tlintory mesdinres The action al thy
perind of the Jangalis of Gilun,
O the Caspian, illostrated some of the dif. ulties we

hive to encounter as well as the widesprrading efirct of fie
Purkizli Par-Lslamde and Pan-T primian idenls
gents and Bolslioviks were amane (he

in the south-western y by

Tureo-Girman
Jungalis and wore

rncourammne them, i cunjunation with the extreme secionof
Persian nationlsts, ta Gy
They had forcibly taken over the

by force all British action,
iclmindst ragion of Gilan ],

-oparation with the Bolshoviks, had . omplete comtrod of the

Pt of Enzeli Phey had porchased many. sifle pnel mach

armrmantion from B ossing solilers « and wers reported sl
about T extend their ayths ity o Mozanderan H|Iviu)m

Zenfan with the intention of marching subeequently on Telmn
to establish there u new EOVEINmMenT under German mifloenes

Finally, the whole ares, betwe ofl Mesopotumia and Hamadan,
which had been travepaed siccessively since 1914 iy fonces af

Hiissinm
1;- T .l

1||_|_||-| 1 |!||||..

id Turks, was rdevis

itted and famine sirjeken
Lunsterville decided 1o oy in Baghdad &nd
v dmall party of oficers, after which he wotld

RO SEraignt to Hreeli and thenes by sea to Bk, widch he o
I rench in nlemt terelen days after ieaving Baghdad, Pre

ceded o fow days
&n armmoared ear 0
COmmssinmed officy FE,

left Baghdad on ih 27th January - but, deloyed by had

previously to Hamaran by e officers i
emeral Dhassterville. with 11 oificers, 4 pon=
4 hatmen and 4] Ford enrs and wins
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BRITISH IMSPOSITIONS LLH P

wiealler il the difficuities of the route, he dd oot resch
hoermanalialy I the Hed Feleuars

L the 2dth Jamuary General Marshall !|-|--p.r.1Eq]'|r-'.' to the
Chial of the Imperial Generu! Staff that information from the
Biritizh Nafion officer with Richarloff showed that the ot
was ganing oo success i radlviag loyil Rossan soldiers and
that o tiurd of his own decacliment was expected (o lodive him
Che political situation in Kermumshah was said to have imn-
proved, the local Perstans having reconciled their differences, in
aeT; H Was saiad, o mviold giving the Botish o pretext for
cupying that town | and thire wan genemal rejoicing at ' the
idepartios ol the Russsana

i-lllilill: _!-IIIII-I-H.'. hiryrmal PRI VE meksres gflpael haatile
tribe=, Chere wise fo operations of importance in Mesopotamia
(tn the 15th January the general British dispositions there
wite a8 lollows.

M the [lid Corps, the 14th Division was gast of the Divala
One brignds group was distributed between Qazsr-i-Shirin,
Whansgin anc Mirjana (3 miles ol of Chigil Ribat) ;. asother
brigade groap was af the maun cromsmng over the Kurdorrs
over ;| mnd the remamder of ihe dividon was of Shahmaban
The 13th Division, west of the Diyala, beld the lne of the
[ubal Hamrin from Abu Zenabdl fo the Sakaltutan Pass with
a bripgade group | and the remainder of the division was between
el Abbas and Sindiya,

The st Corps (3rd and 171k Thvisions] wos in tho Sammm
aron, bess one bdantry brigade lomporarily attached to the
18th  [Mevision

Tha 16th Division wai on the Bophrates, with one bogde
frondp ot Bamad, another-at Madhi] and the third at Falluja

The 18th Divizion, which was not el complete and which
had the 52nd Infantry Bagede (17th Divismon) temporanly
attached to it, was at Baghdad fumishing detachments on
the Middle Edphrates®

The Cavalry Divizion, less threo regiments and Teo guns,
wiir o the Tigrs st Sadiye, Oue reginment wos attmched o
the Ist Corps, and two regimenis and two gnné fo the ird
Corps.  The 11th Cavuiry Brigade, not yot complete, was i
Raghidad, one of its reetments belng temporarcily sttached to
the 1Bth Diwvision,

&8 Ml Wophroies *° wus the rrm ol o dengmatn the lUes NElwcies
Fallujs and Nessriys The Ero=ips ‘i.'|:|.|"'||-'-l'!."|"-'.'| there m detichmemts Seialled
7 egumdiois of evaley, 4 guns ond S misatry batinlianm, ol I"‘-||-_'-E! Mk
apaislrom of caovalry, 2 quns and 1§ bathilions wern Fmished _il'-*’-'l-l ALY
Detacliments were Iooansl sk Musadyvil, Hesdbye Parmage, Wills, KiBl, Hafa;
At Sokhelr, Shinedya, Tharraji sisl Sensora
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Puring Junumiry, in addition to fve hombing radds carpget it
against Turkish serodrome and camps, our Alr Service WS By
tinncusly  mettve in roconmissance and |.I.~-|--|_-r.-_jnl||q waorf
The Turkish deroplanes were also as tive , and on the Sy
and Sth January they carnied out bombing ruids over thelad,
winch cased us o few cosunlties® [ m the Xl .|_|_||“3_-|-!|. g
of our aeroplanes flew to Kermusluk retumbng with .';..:_-Pm,rh
thir next day | and on the 95ih Lisai onnt-Colone] C. B Sorkes,
ﬂ]l[h’ilrl'.-"'lf ] |]IF' it ol H. N Mind<ter nt 7 |||.|||_ WS m-h
there by seruplane from Haqubm, ths iy being adocees
tully accomplished, in spite of bad woeather by the Uiy

Lhe Turkdsh Sixth Army, from which we had inkem dow
1917 & totul of some 16,000 priscnees and 124 guns, hisidsg
nfiotng: on it heavy oosuulties, was weak in strengih ind
willcly dispersedd. ©f the Turkish XI1I Corps, the i
IMvisien was repoctod to be disiribed slomg Ehe Hae Altm
Hﬂpﬁ-i{ilkﬂh-'flﬂ Khuarmuili- Band Fhalliaiin  aed the Tk
Division ta be in the Kifri-Chira Tepe area with deta dpmaentsiin
the Thivala to the et of fhoss tang placen.  The XVTIHG
was about Fat-ha on the Tierfs and it Was Teperied :Ium
dind Dhvision had been brolen upr and its units distrime
between the two other divisions ( Hth and 51s1) of the £
Hl"_’,.l-:l' were odag current thnd the Torkish o AVairy Hflﬁ'ﬂ
umd 461k Dhvislon were being moved from the Mo=ul area o
syrin.f  Two-thirds or mtire of the dth THvision was said te
b on the Kophmtes : and in the Sulnbmaniva aren there was
an inconaitderable Turkish foree, eon ksting mainly of frontier
troope.  The Turkish divisions except the 5th were eitimated
to b of o !-EI:I'H].:’:[L of skt 4 W) rifies aqr b I!"!.'\.I ond ik
the exception of the Sith they were at soch distances from
having regard to the oature of the intervening cotntry, the
pouition of our milheads and our gtneral transport sitantion,
that we could not hope to obtain any decisjve AUICCEYE
cperating agminat them. On the other hand in view of
condition of ihe SEmY R Gropps, Dis supply Erarspar
difficulties, his pre cctupation on e Pulestine front and the
reports that work an the Baghdsd ruilway was at a stanclstill

owAnEg to ek of mai rial, ths e soerme] [ ile FJJ.]J]I.'I'F'IrilTILI‘iJ:Ih
offensive

-

i ertimnted ik the Tnrlish Sivthy Arepy badl at this time sl
M errviessbds wer Tanics
T AR the bepiniong ol :'-'Llll..-ll":.' oiueltirmatlon was chéaine o wl the e

sient of the 3ind Thviales gnd ol the meve o Symin of the Cawbry
aml L hviskon
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POLICY IN PERSIA 108

U the Zpd February General Marshall informed the Chied
A il Impeis] Geperal Staff that Baratoff might snocesd in
hotding together a cortain number of his men, but that thisy
woild bo omdisciplined and vseless ; amd that Bichambkof,
whose pressneo alome had ]'lll-"r'-l'11|:-L"|| the Kuw=ian withadrmwal
from Kermanshoh from degenerating into a rout, wos alio likely
before lung te have mouble with 55 owh mens A6l Pergan
parties  were wWelcomidng the departure of the Russians and
Leeneral Marshall eonsidered thot, for the time bemg ot any
rate, It was better tio kull]r Hririzh proope out of Ihermanshak,
L ]l-u-tlh ms, i kopt rendy wt Cesr--Sldcin, they conilld forestall
i any Turkish movemeni on |'|.l::I||||.|:I'l dah, Bicharakofl's own
¥ wleil was to r.”:;, the best affeers amd men e coofd tosel, talkws
| theiemy to Lhe Caneasss and there ralie & new fopee | {seneral
Marshall proposed that he shoubd ask Bicharakeflf io come to
Baghdad, where he shoold tell him that we had oo objsction
o his withdrawal from Pessta and that we weloomed  his
proposel to raise troopd in the Cauchsus

The Chief of the Imperinl Genernl Siafi repled on the
fth February savicg that HM., Government had not yet
decided on their policy in Persin, 1t was apparont that the |
Russtans wouold not be abla to close the Persian frontier o7 to
keep open commumications with the Caocasns, and it wonld
be necisaary for us 6 consider Lo what extent we could znd
shonld mderinke both tesks. To enable him to advise the War
Cabined, Sir Willlam: Robertson adked for an stimate of ihe
fome roquired oo the Persian frontier to tuke the place of the
Kussiams and abo whellyer Geperal Marshall cogld molntain
-1_1;11 i} !'-_m.;l-_ ln l'.l_':nl'lu.ljnl:, the Clidel of the T:l:l[.h'l i1l Coemernl
Staff theught that Bicharakolf shenld be sncomrged to ramain
ti Persin 22 long as there was any hope of retaining any
B imsinn loree thenn

Gengqul Marshall telegraphed on the 9th that the latest
reports from BicharakoR showed hitde powsibility of retaining

}i:u.- sian fopee in Persia, To send o sutboient Britsh foros
there, say a cavalry brigade amd an infantry dividkom, would
require nany troops to bold the ine of communicetion and
prac tealles .-_|_|_'| thie trans ot i M ) P LA B makminm .
Ganeral Momshall cofeidered thcit & -'Ir.lﬂ*.' mlvance an Masul
would be more likely to achieve the object th view than
locking up troops in Persia®  Such on advance, he said,
would entall pu-.hmb, forward the railwiy fll-m Samarm.

- T WL

i Q1w Tamnary car M I|'.r'r Aprmi o ke Ciikdiem e 1| 1|'H tubemtrpdhied '1‘-"'
War Ok that Asrrrian. Armnwias snd Cosngan delegaies in - Trans-Caucasa
luid Gl wolimeeered fhm opemim et s mave by u e Mosul wookd bioss
moat bopedicisl revulia 5 Ssathen Canmeis and Peabs
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the Perscan problem to the Chiel of the Insperial Gy Staff

of il

o

cloeed

i

Britizh of
i S

= I.I--|i|-l-' fTiddl FenceT

Fehiran improbabia It should, thesselon

12th Febrmiars L he pevers] situmt e of th fll-lL*gh.

Il ! N DTFLN R -l!".ll'.. ||:_ !]"n
«uffice {f g

Iy :
'-I!I i _:|Il i I' WIER i'.!.i.“ |.ll|' :;.l_ '-I-"'J.IT
eers.  Simultaneously, we should impeoi thir noad

VESLEM Ferkian Immiier agninst cnemy o

durabeinl wia Kenmanshaly fo Kazvin and comsider fhe
PITIVI=IE

'E T 1 L ' T=T, N I
1 L ETEDSDY Porsian LIS ,|||“|||I_I,' "-."'"H.

nsidered wid the employmient of British froe ps in Prcsly

il

thee last resort, General Mooro di AEFed with g

proposial to move on Moeul It wouald weresilnte gy

nurErcal

8 (=)
hIperrity mnd grest expeniture of tal erjal iﬁ

resodares, without any o :!;Illl prospoct of - donisjve reslty,
and it conld be countered effectively by an enemy thrmt dow
the Eupliratns,

Ly the
having come by seropline from hiermanshah, aml he o
Sgnan two days Ister to take back with him into Persiy Ehe
rempinder of his detachinent from Shaliraban, On the ik
Leemeral Marihull reported to the Chilef of the lmiperial Gones)
b LR T l
demprnlized  stuts Bicharabeolf would semadn Hamadas
with his mem, as rear gisard 1o

Hith Febroary, Bicharakefd armived at Haphafad,

he  Kusstan n Pergan  wide i i h"j"".'l'.'EJ'_I'

the withdrowing Ryt 180

the end of February, when e would retine sccampankes) by

Haratofi's

Cvolunteers.” Tt was Bicherkafi's opinisg thik

the Russians were no desirous of peace that the aprperaTanee of
Hrittsla troops at [iflis would cremte o bl impression @ and b
belioved  thay e Trnns-Can asinn Gewertiinent Pusied J_l]'ll‘ﬂ[h'
|l||_|'.|l‘|| il J.- O OHE 3 |'-I'--'.'.'.'.r ||i|'|-

Un the

16t Februiry the Chisd of th rI'I.L[.II.."lJJ [

Staffl imformad Genarnl Marshzll thias it wis very cesirnhls th
eriploy o maxermm of thres srmoured cir batterics to k

il possnhly
that for the

!l’lu||.--_

the K wamiqin-Homadun-Knevin-Kesht sond asd
ttme being i was not ntended fo seml any cithsar

In reply General Mar hadl aid 1hat when tle fond

Wil s b =—i1 wis {leen vnde o P p— HEENY &S '.,||ﬂ&

he sefl @

could be mude svnilikle
In the meantm: Leneral Dunsterville and ihe party wilh

Witnr  considernls elny owing o snow  had reiekad
Haminlan

tetled]  Him

["ll'lil e II'!.r 1Lk SImnonred oo |'|.h_||..h I'l-l:t FrE'
he [eft on the 15th Fobrusry for Enzeli. At

Kazvin, wilirro hie inei LT CliiaTes 1'[-”'”'5. the Hritish Minister
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DUNSTEEVILLE AT ENZELI 111
i at Telumn, he learnt that the Jangalis had announced their
| imtention of stopping his Mesion,  However, In view of the
| fart that up Gll then the opposition that had been previously

anticipated hud proved to ba i eeality: noelicible, Gonernl
¥ Dunsterville decited to o an aml see for hivmwelf i b could
not get through, He reacherd Enzeli without oppesition.® hut
foundi # under the entire control of 0 Belshevile Committes,
backeml by a foree of 3000 solilies wiih puns and gunh..u,ul
who infermed Deneral Dunsterville St they wonld not aliow
him to procecd (0 the Cascasus.  The situation of his pacty
wak now disfinctly precariows ; but, s it tafned out, General
Prmstervilin’ adroit diplomacy and the unwillingmess of the
iocal ‘Bolsheviks and the Jungalia w open hostilities saved
the sitoaon. Early on the %eh Febraary just belors a perty
of Red soldiers, sent for by the Enzell Committes to effsct
hi¢ capture, arrived from Balku, General Thinsteralle withdeew
Iredn lingell, amving kack ot Homadon on the 85iht 1o
accopilihee with o telepram ==nt by Genemd Donsterville from
Enecll vn the 17th, the seeond party ol his iuission (14 oficers
and 11 Brush other reolo) wis halted ot Khomigin and: s
third pariy (4 officers and 165 Britsh other mnoks) st
Shihriban
The stontion i Armemns and Trans-Canrada had in the
meantine iaken u distinct torm for the wome. Smce the
Boalshevik conp d'diat in Kussia in November, 1917, the dis
integration of the Kossdan Cavcastws armies had procceded so
rapidly that by this time practically (e ooly tooogs remainlog
were Armeniais  Some of these lind retarmed Trom the Rassian
front in Envape, bat Ianee numbers amoog them had fed from
Turkish territory &1 1815 1o cscape massors and were imbied
withinveternte hatred for the Turks, Mony thowsind Georgian
troops - bad also returned to their conntry from the Evropean
front. bat they were full of Bolshevik theories and displayed
an unwillitgness to g0 10 the front and advocated peace.  The
200 KK or = Tartars bad suffeccd fow war losses, an They
had been exepipt from Bussisn military service, and théar
sympathies wore largely pro-Turk.  In the uncortainty megand
ing the foture they had. however, apresd fo st with fhe
Ammians and Geotgians i the declorstion of the Trans-
Caucasion Federal Republic, even though they would form in

® The srmeamd dsr with him had o gresi ool stieaok

f His withdrawal was taceppowd, thoagh & wae snbseguontly secetbaliaed
Lhint Thn I.|.r|.‘l||||| bl wisker] o amisashy tow party. with the aamparvance il
dasimtance of fh Hisuan trebis wrthdrewing fooim Paonils.  Te the et
af the lzfier, thet eedars relpsis] 8aien aoed Tho el was abaacdnmel
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112 HISTORY, OF THE WAK: MESOPOTAMIA

it & Moslewel mnorit Wthoogh the declaration of Ll
Fiederal |~:-'J-|:| Tl " TR 1 i

| s ns to bonve WTLCY
intiegral part of Rusda, the Central Balshevik (overnmang
I il 4 “_I.l._ sSue fiv T 0 e -.|.IL|| ' i -i!.'l:"ll".' ||:'_ﬂl
by ithe despdtch in Januvary 198 of o Bolshevik Arm Tias
chitid cormmilssar nemed - shoaemian The Tariams s P
would have none of him.  They forced him to retire to Bay
and adopted sn active pro-Turk policy, setting up o Tartss
Covernmment al Eleslstiopo] smd srmudae their trnbyumen with
rifes and ammumban taken from the Russion soldlems I""""_j'[‘
the Armonicn front.

The Turks, who were pegotisting with the Federal Hepublie,
siw in- this greal Monlem peserve of FEECT A0 LpsETiitaoing '-"'ﬂhl
them in the fulfilment of their Pan-Tuarkish idenls @ 2nd atvigd
the middle of February they broke off negotiations with the
Faderal Government on the score of Armeninn nxerssss st
Moslerms and commenced an offensive towards Trebivond gad
Erginjan, Simultaneously, tribes on the Cancasss {rvariiog
clesed the muds b0 Armenian troops procecding to the fromt,
and puibrenlks I." Bumds ccourred 16 thie voimn ol Eriviag
Lhe Armenian troops in the cooupled Turkish terrli Ty pryid
incapaile of holding their own and retired in disogder. lirssed
by Konds while Turkish troop o cujicd Trebisond, Balbgd
and Erziinjan

The previous reporis that several Tuorkish dividons wem
moving 0 s¢red from the Caucisus wers now crmirndicied ond
it appeared that only two dividons had actuslly boes
transferred. It seomed evident, therefors, that the Torkhs
authontes meant o gnam the calls of thelr sautherm fromb
and to undertide an ofensive towards e Cancasis. [t ]
rl'l""'u'r"lTl:I'I'. I Llaen Connectlin | Lt [Eace fnegaotiatbon: t_.r‘]m-rn
the Lentral Powers and Russda had begun 61 Brest-Litovskm
the middle of Decomber, 1917, and that, by the terms of e
treaty eoncluded there 3t the beginning of March, 1918, the
Russiang dgteed 1o evacanie th occnpied Anntolizn provingg
and also the districts of Ardahan, Kars and Batwm, which hid
oot lost by the Tarks as o resuli f the Hosso=T aricsh wd

 Eu ]

Lin the J6th f'.1'||!'“_5||':-.' General Dursierville telegruphed from
Hamaidan to the Chisf of the Imperial Genernl Stafi that, o
the situation in Persia waz in the melting pot owing to the
woak Persian Govermment amd having repanl to the fussis
Etnniion and TVARCTARIIom, 1t seemid e ATV, Wil i e
operations in the Cavcasus and to sufeguard British intensts
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GENERAL SMUTS CONFERENCE 13

in Tersia, for us to occupy the fine Qase-i-Shirin—Enseli,
General Dunstervills was cofivinced that, whatever the poli-
ticians might eay, the inhabitants of Persin woold weloome
sich a step,  All they wanted was security amd they did not
cire who gave it to them. Geperal Dunsterville considered
that a small number of troops would suffice and suggested a
strength of one infantry brgmde, one covalry regiment; one
battery of tuntain artillery, one Hght srmoored motor
battery and peroplanes, with beadgoarters at Remmanshab,
Hamadan and - Kazvin,

Ar this fime, the threatenod sdvance on Hamodan of
Kischik Klhian with his Jangalis seemed to be honging fire, owing,
it was sakl, to his determination to wait 6l the Torks, who
were urging him to make this advance, had actually ocoupied
Rurdistan

l'o return to Mesopotamia.  During January there hal besn
discnssione i London over the future British policy 10 Meo-
potionia and Palestine. The Govornment was aaons o
conilinue operstions vigorously with & view to climinating
Turkey from the war, and deputed Geferal Smuts 1o aenler in
Egypt with General Allenby, the Raval Commarder-in-Chief
i the Meditermnonn and General Marsholl's representative,
with a view to advising the War Cabinet as soon as possibile on
ihe best use of all our resources.  The Chief of the Imperial
General Stafl telegraphed to General Marshall on thie 3=t
January and 3ed Fobroary explidnitig this amd requesting thit
Genoral Cellmai, Lhe Chicd of the Ceneral Staffin !||~':'-I'I|H'l1‘ll1li..'l..
|'|1_i5|||: b semd Ris I'IL:'_I"-[_LL Loy reprosont Gemeral Marshall's viess
atul to give Genern] Smts all possible assistance and informa-
thion® The Chiel of the Dmperial General Stafl 2aid that the main
operiatinns would peobably be carrieddl out in Palestine and that
co-operation by General Marshall might consist in detaching
troaops to join General Allenby or in an offensive in Mo potamia,
or possibly both.

On ihe 21st Felwuary the Chiel of the Imperial General
Seaftt telegraphed, to the Commander-in-Chiel i Tioedin and

* (mmera) Ulillman it Mssopotemia nt oosy asd arrived - Egype o e
itk Frbrmry, Tt General S o alresdy isiegraphsml lus moonimen-
dntims By Locslom 1e had met in F.I.T"l Liememl H'-'P"I'm- whey wua on
tes way tir Evglasd, asd hod fimsesly fcen Chisl of the Cemersl Stidl tn
Cwmrrsl Mandea, snd from him hail gethered iyiorma b S o Rl it tion
in Mempotamis, General (illmen mejomed &t ia il thit 4tk Apeil.
D L Bissnon Ceonmral T, Figasr pobed =y Chis ol s Deneral St

t tremernl Sr W, Roberson resipusd his tment aa Chiei of e

linperisl Ganernl Stalf on the 186 Fobnstiry and was siccessded Ly Genarad
Er Heary "Wilsm

FT B I
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114 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Lsegnerml ]Iil..'.'l-'l“r--.l._rl!I:_ that Cemetal Smats recommemle) the
sdoption of o purely defensive dile in .1|]4--I_-|.u|l:i!1'|'.'| and the
VESULDiS ikt b o |||'.' l...'.ilpllj.ll im Y o) Wia ! H i.il'|ll !lu_l_
Mesopotamin should fesd Palesune with réintioroements frog
the surplus bevand its reassnable 1 quiremients for dafeogs
Gimoral Smuts recommenced thar ewo dIvisioTE, six bt berdes of
B-inch bowitgers wnd vne cavalry bripade shwondd ks traasderred
from Mesopotamia to Palestine.  Sir Henry Wilson said 1hay,
provided we maintained an ||II1'||_-..'I.'1' in Palestino, he 'r”:""-"-'-'ﬂ“:l'
thomeht thut the chnnces al 4 Turkish nittmeck 1o force fowands
Baghdad were stight. Bot he would like the views of Genersly
Monmo and Morshalf reganding the extent of the reductiog fn
Mesopotumia which, in view of probuble futare dr-.-cln[au.-_un,
they considered safe,

in reply, Genovild Marshall said that he comsitlers] he oyyld
sadely #pare a camnplete anmy orps . but Gonepal Murspy
wits of opinion that the force in Mesopotamin should not he
riad ipcisd by mome than ooe diviidon wond four Binch howitnes
batteriess, The main reasons {or the latter opuion were tha
chances of further melitary commitments in Persia and the fitet
that strenpth in Mes potames  aflorded  the po=sibility of
immmediate reinforcement from there {0 meot serions tronbile s
[nickia

Un the Ist, 3rd and Gth March, the Chisf of the Impeerial
Grereral Stadl sent General Marshall instructions on the policy
which the Governmest had decided on for the time haing in
tegard to Permin, !‘-l..—;.ui-.-t.x.-m.. and Palsstine,  [n view of the
Stmbion on the Persinn fromtier and the impoesibility of
hid= rrdssaom getting through to Tiilis, General Ll ervillic wes
to-remain in Persia,  I'n onder to sapport him there, (General
Marshall was (o gee nrmeeired carn and oy nhry, o8 soo0 s the
Tkl -.'ll-TI'lItiuI!I:- i.|.1!|||ll-::|J. LD L'J.--'l,.- CHRET the !._'_l_-.r-L-E":hinﬂ—-
hermanshal road, and to Derease the partison of Clmrde
=hirin 8¢ as o |ar1:r.|:; it mp o thrs cavalry regiments gid
sach additional troops as he mught think wdvisable, Ay the
e kime e Chied of the Imperial General Staff told Generd
Marshall for his gesieral puidance that it might be necessary
later to develop this peticy comnsiderably, and extend t-rl'ﬁ'aﬂ;ﬁ
Harnadug An active | defenes wes o be |:'1_1_|'5.1.1[‘:|J i

= AL Bus time 8w Evlimaied that the Turlss) orrmses ol 48 dnisry
davisminng, dlerrilnied as dslinws - Earope, | ; {motanedles s Asks Micoed
Sy and Paleiting 55 i 2 Cammann fon, 7 o f- Mowmrpmlsttia, ¥
Armalie, 8. ip tras i, dhesbimi i iieriain, L s Cirpmun elivhibon wak
B SBieris umd Eiwre amght b wgusthsy Ik | Aslii: KEimoe
I liepmaied ks the Commabndrrdy-Clided T
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DEPARKTURE oy 3rp DIVISION 115

Mesepotamin on the lines of the instructions sent 1o him on the
T Mowvornbeer, ]ﬂﬁ'l sl e assumed comumand® @ and the
roinforcemont to be found frorm Me A for Palssting wes
limited o one Indion divisien and four batteres of Sinch
hovwritzers.  In Pulesting an offensive campalgn was to he
carried out. Finally, the Chicf of the Imperial General Staff
asked (rememnl Manhall to report, having regard 1o thes
imsinicieons imd to the pessability of the extension of commig-
ments in Pergia, what raibway aod inland water frins
pemsonnelf and labour for railway construction e could spar
for Pal=tine,

The 3rd Division was selected for transfer to Egypt, and
during Moreh greanpements were mpde for its movement, its
place i the Ist Corps bemg taken by the 18th Daviston,

Matthews' Column remaimed doring February in the vicimty
of FPai Tag, where road improvement was i progress Chodgh
hindered to & considerable extent by sboriny wedther.] it
except for oo armoured oo wilizh [ el (o oermansiol ai
e eginaing of e month and could not retum becanse of
the snow and bad road, no other troops moved eastward of
(lasr-i-Shirin into Persin during Febrssry,

In Mesopotamia during Febraary, beyond punitive measurs
againsl ageressive tribesmen and Air FPorce achvity, thers
wore o operations of importance except a short British
pdvines in the directien of Hit on the BEuplirates.  For the
prenvionzs  fwn memihs the Twrks had been rl'l:lrl'll."l'l to e
rr_':i::fnn;i.ut: M Lrodpi i thaat lLi'i..!.;tll'HJlJ.l]JL'll:lII, and - at the
beginmng of Felruary it was sstimutod that the Turkish foroe
nhewnt Fit and Sahiliye consisted of part of the 5ith Division
(157th and 185%h Regmment=) with a total combatant sirencth
i between -tlh,ﬂl 11} 5|[5H| Tl=pse app iwrel to be itile i:]l‘d.[l._q_*.
in the enemiy's dispositions on the Tigris ; bat in the (Jara
Tope—Rifri-Kirkuk area there were indications of & cone
centration of strength to the mar, mest of the toogs oo the
Priyala baving been withdmwn,  This movement waz possibly
dup b0 supply dificultie; although information that the
Turls wisre making armngements for flocding the Dam Tepe
nrea indicated some apprehension o thesr part of a6 offonsive
by us i this direction. §

* Ten page o7,

[T Eofdl numbes of fiver oreth of all sty fhen o Alesopotinly, ot oo
arder lof fhers, wisa | 780

§ “The mosiallin the monaining danng the wander [WEY-|8 wos bhe heoviest
Lhst had ovcwrred for he posk Gon yrars

F Reprria from the Carcams may have reocse] thein Lot we wern oo
tomiplating an sdviinee towends Mosiid,
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116  HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

Hhit was a Fnljnt of some strateo importince amnd wyy
connecied by desert routes with Tiknt, the country the
wist and harbuln,  Morcover, its bitumen wills were valunhls
for boatis, Toads, & Eatly tn ['-I-r.L.H_L Lreneral - Mankall
gave Geneml Brooking (15th Divison) imstructions to e
Litee Hit and its |'.|.!'|'i.-r!.-ll as soon as he eponkd 0 ::uﬂﬂt
his smanpements apd weather copditions were favonrahl
Gafieral Mamhall constdered that ft would e COUmpat tivedy
paEy to didve the Torloi oot of thefe positlon anid '-'ililltll';".
the town ; but, owing fo their experionce at Marmady, the
capture of the Turkish force would probahly b rtrenly
difficuit

Un the IBth Febroary, 0 stmong roconnoitring ek hmes|
under Genernl Lveas (4% Hogade] adymnesd from Tenma
el |:IJ]'|j.11I-.] Ehan Al [{..1_.'.‘-_r“_ Hmne |||:||-:|_ 1k W A foaiting
about tetr midles south of Hit®  From here it was anceriane
that the Turkish main position wes two miles above Hit,
behind a depréssion knowin as Broad Wadl, and that ‘aboo
Ewo-thirds of the enemy's force wis ot Sahiliva e wishing
1o poammEit lils Lmaps 1o serious phting unless he saw a chinmrs
f delivering a severe blow, General Marshall drdered pomtact
with gnemy e be maniaoed by Clifa Lt [.qun:llqu.; ing
réeconnarsanee, while forward COTRIMOTE Gt Oy, wWre ilupmruﬁ
und sipplies poshed up.  The latier operntion was (ecilfitabsl
by the completion an the 18th Felmuary of the rilllway exieme
ghon from Falloja to Dhibban

Un the 1st March, the Chief of the Imperial Genernl Skl
M aeditson o ordering Genernd Dunsterville to remain o
Persia, asked him to report what action be conld hest fuke,
Lengral Dunsterville ropliodl that he would be Best ermploied
walching the situation and that the presence of Ins: small
piarty in Famadan, where lie was trving to allay the suspicions
of tha local Perstan notobles was huia i & prsiid mriogl eleet
He aln :I'!':'r'-l'l'l:l.I:'IHJ':'-'lIIJ:..H b= slhould be allowwed v 'il.hl'lﬂ.
Honcy on famine relief,  HM. Coverniment aprproved] these
recemmencitons and famine relied work rn by rosd kaprove-
mont) wis begun on the @ed March, Mo briter means o0
changing the local prevailing attitude of avrspicion s hostility

= See Map 17

f D aleprs, & Niariuli noiket ranio |_|“-_:|||l|:-_; maikor 1|”.,|..n_ m T
dferpreted.  With bis Wissinn weis @ Firrd tomruy mies, S Fusd i H
ah armiowrsd car detachnsgt 1 armsonred e, | lorre anad | Ford vl

thdw frme, there wom G Mesopoiamis oo thiskr way i jain his Mssos
Theltah offioemn and X330 ofler mnks
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DUNSTERFORCE 117

coitle have been devised ; amld it was oot long before it effscted
1= porpose®

Besides  famine relisf work, General Dunsterville and his
otheery  fournd  their time fully occopied in dealings and
negotistions with Bamtoff, Pichorakoff ond the Balslieviks,
in establishing fdendly relations with the local notables and
inhabitants, and in obtuining information regarding supplies
avillabin in the sorrounding distriet. They encoontemed
comsicderable passive oppesition and much hostile propaganda
but 1hey achiieved a gratilying measure of sneeess,

Any hope ol being able to rabse a force of volunteers from
ATsLrLg Barztofl's IT:‘_-J‘:F.-‘; WES SO0 1|H]H'H-H:! Buit  Bichass-
koff's detnchiment still held together and General Diansterville
concluded Wn epresment witlh lam, which vwas of ol
advantage, Hicharikefis detachment and the oxpenses it
ictually imearred were to be paid by wst it would net wiihe
draw from. Persia till 1I'I:l|iil. o | by Hritish troops | and Ganseal
Dunsterville ond Bicharmkofl agresd to co-bperate in close
corsnltation together, st in Persin and then 0 the Caucasas,
1o foriher their common aim

Un the Jih Marclhh Geneml Mashall informed the Chinf of
the lmperial Ceniral Sl that the moad 0 Kermanshah
cotld pot be reficd wpon o permit the msyvernenl and continued
rrantemance of troops, before Moy ; but that B the meantins
favourable weather might allow fts cccasional use.  For this,
Colonel Kenniop, Brifish Consul st Kermanshah, had made
mrrangements with local tribes o keep the road open for Tight
traffic. Genemal Morshall vould send ammosred oars (o eormns
lete i batiery ot Kemnanshab ; e 6th Ca villry Hrigads was
wing concinttaled o te Shahmabsm—Caer-eShinn  aom,
':jl.'li.‘l.'l.ﬂl ].]1|.|1."-|.“I"1”lllh L U:I:III III!'I"}I' II| I';.IIu!I.II.!III. IL!I:I I.II.'I;II
aedired ta :|'rIJ-'J| i misel I-'lill. hin ¢ End Cobomel H:idEi';u idetieli-
memnt of o cuvaley regiment and & battary wonld mave forwarnd
from (lasr-i-Shinn as soon as the stato of the road permat ted.

The situation in Trans-Cancasia was still most anfavourable,
The Turkish advance botween the Black Sea and Lake Van
was continuing, the Armenian troops in fromt of them being
completely demoralised.  The provisions of the Brest-Litovsk
treaty reganding the trunsfee of the districts of Batum, Andahan
and Bars wére indefinitely framed and loft dan opening to

* Gempral Dumatereible tn lin book sayw ' The fame of oo reilel wrrks
e lrvem wvemn G (ar s Clen, snd Keelklie iChan, m bl pos= as an enligh-
fnendl ruler, faly called o2 en Endartake relief work oo somewlizsl simbsr Hus

bt om0 Emnller seobe”
¢ Bichsrmin® smyphesiesd (he port that & And Jbs men wore nat

MECOCNaTies
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118 HISTORY OF THE WAR MESOPOTAMIA

neighbouring  states and possibly Gemmany (o intervene,
Cargin hnd ¢laims to Patom: e Armentans Teganded
Ardahan and Kars as theirs ; and the Tartars glone tavourg
| the tr iy §iT I'-]--IIL:']_LH howover, wern unlikely ig oxffier
mulitary opposition to Turkey amd the ""‘““"'='-"=|'I"~-'l:ll.l.lduu
bope to muke an cffective resistance. 1t was tndeod  fhe
gmeral mpresaion that the Trans-Coauen s Ledvernment s
| hkely 1o conclode poace with Torksy Lomsequently, itha
\pparent mtention of the Turks to cceupy the portion of the
Caucasus mbobited by Mahomedans aned (o extermingte the
Amnenlan popolatiom seemed to stand s very pood chanes of
i docceas.  In point of fuct, as was subs quenily AsceTaime,

| Fuceo-Gorman. civalry in repnrd 1o he Cam asus was Hkely fg
i bi the only deterrent. The Germarns oo wpbedd Odessa om the
| Lith March and the Turks bocome alarmied at the Gergen
3

prepartions to-open the direct Enropean route to the ( TS

The Caspian, including the ports of Petrovek, Bako, Ensell
aind Kmenovedsk, was under Bolshevik comtred ;. and fmder
thi: instigation of enemy or Balalievik agemis the Jangals
i atroested the British consnd st Reshi iivdl wore ahirt
orupy Raevin, in cooperution with a8 foree of Ferdum
natiomalists,  Com qiently all commimmications betwisn Pesip
and the Ciocssus were mterrupted.  The local situntion s
Rermanshah had improved sumewhat, but elsrwhere in Xorth-

| West Persla it gave comse fog enxiety . and the Persigy

| tovernment was adopting an attitude which wonld Endanger

i ot onby thelr own commtry bt our pesition i Afchnssan

| il Indin. HM Lovernmend, reluctantly forced 1n Ahe

conclusion that they mbost make themselves respomsible for

| sures . apminst the common donger which: the Preraiun

i Covermment were unable or unwilling to aront, decidal to

| despatch o sufficient foree o patred and keep openi the rodd

from Klanigin 1 the east.  The pont to which this fore

advanced would depend mpon the stend ving inflormce which

| 5 presitice exerted and upon the degree of - authority
i exeteised by the Persan Gevernment

‘ ] Un the 8th March: tha Chiel of ihe Imperial General Seall

telegraplisd to  Generil Marcholl that, if we were to e
LTI RS ATIor wath e i ALDCTERNES, §f wis vory Lmportamn. ko
get troopd to Kermanshah os SHm AR possible, Ha n.liggl.'.-‘iﬂi

* Farter evideies il

5

Pvkali inienfioos wie ol tEdied wi lili §ims iy
Itlvmma i) shag

dicng Felwunry, they had o Uil Cor waddiog bieis foem e
uficets ol hirir Sixils Army for s in the ChurSss l'n;]ul!;l.ﬂ il
. e F

Lurkéstiain “ in ptect and furdhor dhs o resls of lalam *
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MOVEMENTS INTO PERSIA 118

that a detachiment, equipped with pack tmnspart, should be
wont on before the road wis opened for regular traffie ; amnd,
if Teparts a to sopplies were favourable, a detachment should
also be sent on fmm Kenmanshah to jorn Geperal Dunstervills
it Humadan, Cn the 12th, the Chiel of the ]l:n[n:ri..:.:' Crenieral
Simfi ||"t|:l._['|'.l..j'.|-|'|r.'\-l.{ forther that, in wew of the L el L ER b of
rmergetic and immediste measures 1o check enemy penetration
{heroigls MNorth-Wisi Pesia, Genernl Marshall’s responsabilities
were extended o cover all military mossiores which might be
necessary for this purpose, 5o long as Genstal Dunsterville
renidned i Persia, He would be under General  Marshall's
orders amd] at his dizposal to oommmured any roops dent to
Persin ; and, subject to Geoeral Mashall's geoeral insfroctions,
Genernl  Punstoryile was to be given o e band to coise
vtz and enier Inio arrangements with keeal tnhes In all
gurstions of peneral policy s regarded operations n Persia
Gomersl Marzhall was o be goadedl e HoAL Slimster at
Pehran, who would delegate 1o him apd 1o General Dunster-
ville such political officers as nught be necessary Jor the local
imterpreintion il E\-ll."..' in connection with MRS with
thie Porsiam offcials and inibes,

Gemeral Morshall telsgraphed to the Chislof the lmperial
Gerernl Staff on the 1 Al Murch ineic ating seme of the grids
diffculties of moving und malmtaining troops in the famine
diricken area o b teivertst Hie held aut II.‘.-[-\II“.-'-, howrevier,
of moving o detachment (0 Kemmanshah during a temporary
spell of fine weather within the ficxt six weeks. He was about
to establish a chain of marching-posts, stocked with sapplies
and held by infaniry, beyond Qesr-i-Shirn ;. pack transport
wits being concentrated for this prlarpose | and the EJIH'-I-'I-II
for Karnd wonld move there nt once

A platoon of the |jdth Hampshim reached Karind on the
thth Mareh 1 and two days later Lieutenant-Coloned A 5.Ca
,|,-|_||‘_q.-;.|n'|'p|_']_ pelmimisirntive  commandant of il lne 1!&'_||I|'r1'||"|.
L ip=r-t- Shitn, left there onih Colonel Renmion Ll-'l. motor for
"|.|T.|1| inchal, But ihey were much delayel by tlll'-'il-'F'i Tain,
gnow and the bad rood ] and, taking oo with them from
Surkhadiea & party of filiy rifles of the 14th Hampshire, only
reached Fermanshah on the ®4ih Morch.  From Rermanchah

tiis J_-I'|r|1-| hire detachment sturted on the ZWh o Jom
1, el II-. nsterville at Hamadan, its place st Kenmanshah
being taken three doys later by another Hampehire detachment
of the same strength. Colonsl Capper’s report fully confirmed
previous information reganding the devastation of the country,

BRITISH
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I2) HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

from which tlie wreteled mbalbitants hud all flod esther |pin
tribal territory or inte the town
! In the meantims part of Bicharkofi's detachment hog
| THCT Ij]-i- o Kagvin, whicli was threates tl by o fore of __]"'-I-'.'-IJla
: Lo the Sh March, when the last of the Russione had laft
Hamadan, motors, sent out by General Dunsts rville, beods
M e Hemmilan twenty men of Hampehire detnchimens
marciing from Kermanshah ; and their arrival i Genetal
Diptervifle in his book, rendensd his positioh secnme®  The
arel fow under the Bodsh Tnd Corpes  extended up o ghd
ncinded] Kermanshah @ the 3Gth Eirgrml Lstioviap, withy hends
quarters at Quscd-sbirn, providing six detachments .-_|c_ql‘
the He 4
{',ll'l 1f||' i:jh:l :“.”-'_]] 1_||| rlrrama s Fiaad a-.|||.|.-|| I|,|_-\.:____|I amd
rifq' the end of the minth thy Gapture of Batum Ardshan ned
hars by the Turks appesrsd imminentt The new military
formations of Armemians and  othes pro-Ally personinel in
Trand-Caicist werp proving unreiibio and would take months
to. become efficient | Genernl Dunstervill; Miscion wue el
up indefinitely in Persds 0 amd heavy hgirting wiis regortsd
botween Armenians and Tartars It wos obvious that o
clunces of orgnnising «foctive tesistance Lo e my oCcuptmm
or eimtrol of Transe-Caneasis were mch roduoed @ and the
War Office issped orders on the 3t March 1o bry Lo odaldi
control of the Caspian fleet,

P

! To retorn to Mesopotamia, At thy begimming of March; in
| reply to o query from the Chief of the Imperial General Stalf
regarding his intentions on the Euphmtes, General Marshall
| telegraphed that be intended to attack the Turks at Hit i
about threo weeks time and to occupy that place a8
! temportey messure {0, Grder to secare possession of  the
. surrounding bitumen Gelds. Delav was desirable, so that' the
U e 096k & PG e plane frem Mo Perltambs artdived af Hionade;

waving agnin the same oy with Ouipatohes for Mernsapihah and Haphes]

| B armival Disd =m eeedl ireral efleik

1 ortr=d s Pl e plsteen | Mt “--'"I' Jibas .

Faid Tidg, in ..|.:._..|:\. 1 Ml |:|_||:.I ive [lese 4 peaborm | amd sl

=

n Jliith Mechinge imn Coirspuarny
LA el L dn{ Aty _'|.|_|I ’I|..II'-|..I"- Tinrtery I idsh ilh:rr.n.nrn
s twg companies and [0 Feile ISheh Merkoie Uies Cotmpiiip
e Buitis}, umd wmn doiifany P9el Pomaems
L I-hs mpany (1 jlempslides (e oos plininim)], ssdl eon

Pt 1XMeh FPiom e

Kawind Oy phetorm 1AL D Daim
Narmiamubahi. W) rfles | Jei

& At dhin ties the total afry
I Canen Iy I8 FE s b
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EUPHRATES (QOPERATIONS 121

l'l]r']1'l_'|--- attention Itliﬂ!i! be diverted elsewhers amd our
Iorward reserves of ammunition, and sopples completed,

But, on the Sth March, it was reported that the Turks had
vicated their Brosd Wiadi position aod were flling back
Gigneral Hm:l:'rr._ﬁ'm trodps Bl amce milvaiiced amd |ﬁ'-'|1]\ir.=r.|
Hit® mmidl '."i:|J1i|.|.‘_|.':| i the Sl sned Wh Mareh rraqu:nli'.r]!.'_
and the Torks, sufiering considerahly - in their retirpment Imom
the attacks of our seroplones, withdrew to Khan Baghdadi,
twetity-two tuiles above Hitt General Breoking's division,
with beadguarters at Hit, vae then distributed in thres
brigade-groups, L2, ot Sahiliye, Hit, ond at & point aboot mime
miles belgw Hit* Hoilhwod was ot Dhibban and riverhesd
wits cofablishedd close to s

An the resalt of o conference botwesn Genernls Mardhudl
il H-r|u-L|'||-'l gt Baglidarl on the 1lth mnd 1% March, it was
decided] that General Brooking should commenoe operations
on the Z4th. The object of thsie operations, which might last
for ten to fofrteen days, was to dove the enemy s far as
possible from Hit and to inflict as mich damage as posaible
on him, befors: withdrawing to occupy o position covening Hit
Diescribing his intentions te the Chiol of the Dmperial Gensral
Staff in & telogram on the 12th March, Genernl Marshall 1_-'-I:II'1
that he proposed fo eccopy Hit €l the transport reogure
ments of the local harvest and of the troops sent 1o Peraa
neceesitated withdrowal to nesrer milhead. He oonsldersd
thit o make the occupation of Hit easier the encmy should
be pished back beyond Khan Baghdadi; and as reports
suggested that, if presed, be wouold retire beyond Haditha
and might go'as far back &5 Ao, General Mardhall It'l!'l'.l;vaf-'.ﬂ
a lmited pursuit.  In conelusion, refirring to a doubt which
the Chiel of the Imperial General Stafi had expressed regarding
the advisability of a sabsequent withdrawal from Hit.§ Geneeal
Marshall said that he did not think that soch a withdrawal
would necessarily give the enemy the impression that we
il mot intend to advance in force later

In carrying out the prepamation: for General Brooking's
affommivet, every precantion wies taken fo preserve- Searocy

= &k O Eded cafdiiind & Irw prIAGHETE, TS ol gums meel avar (]
shaifayy, sk wedl s cilier Fbidns

¥ B Map 37

¢ There worn wln somil detacimenta at gty B Jamaadi 50 Frllega

§ In b talegram expresing $iw donbt et on e Tith March. the Chisl
ol the Impedul Geoerml Sl had spproved the oecupation of Hik sl et
presmer {herT crnatituded o hrest of fEriber advanoe sl erpk the cesiny
n mmeertainty  The Chisel of ths Illl‘l'l.'Tll'IJ Cerneral Stialll of3d find thdmh &
desicabia o go farther up the Exphoanes
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reganding vur intentions: and also to make the enem thissl
that we wire settling down Imio s quarters round Hj
A ciommy defensive posttion was dug at !'"'I'J','l i, CEOODMIs
wis restricted and the |r'.1.'-r-:| concentration of te -
at oft #ill the lmas e sihle moment Wiork an topch
semiwhat deluyved by heavy min . bt by the “.’Ei'i 'lqul.-m
March—ihe dute to which the advance bad basn F"-""!I"Hi-l-'ﬂ—-
two mood roads 1o sadilirn had heen completed © sind g L
of ve days supplies for the whole of the striking fome haad
been collecied theme ®

Ihe Turks were reported to bt preparing a position g
Khan Baghdmdi, of which by the 25th March our utrmen hug
takon several photograples ; bt several  deserters whs iT

in at this period all sated that the Twks intendsd to risking:

to Anat Tt was further reported that Nasim Bey kil Ty
taken over command of the Turkish S0th Division fmy
Shukn Hl"!l.':' atid that reinfore rmenis of 100 Turkisk i
and two heavy muns had loft the Tigris for Hadithn sned Khgy!
Baghdads, which they might be expected to rech bt
the End ar Z3nd March

Un the Zind Genoral Marshall made o personal impertion
of the Euphrates front. He hud arranged 1o try to dives
ihe enemy’s attention from: the Euplirairs by demonstrtion
on the  Jobal Hamrdn and Tigris Ironis ; and, {lese wie
earricd out by the ITIrd and Tst Corps respectively oz i
aird March and two dvuccoding dayn.  Subsequent informatisg
howed that these demonstrations produced the destred wffeed
of mystifyiig the enemy, cansing him to discreilit rEE
of a British concentration en the Evphrates and to withdse
mickat, If mot all, of his seronlanes from that front

he Hith Cavalry Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-Goneral

K, A, Cassels, Jeft l:.|l|llj.l on the 28nd March, to Jin Gl

Prooking's force ; and at dawn on the 25th, aftor a twentvemie

night march carried out well to the west to avoid ay

of being seen by Turkish ipie i Hit, # weat ihio vl

m palm groves near Sahillya.  On that day alse two peinfarcing

flights of the 68rd Squadron, RF.C.. reachnd Hit, winie the

! e -||;?- P p— HIL I'l-rjlil.l-n-ﬁ- I-| IEER I.-g:.:iu.llrl m._l’
ol wwrn emvploged, - and part e wadmilas, e wisd

fvoaraie, Tk wad sl found pommille 1o anpremiee e i
vt mbeyie Hig pnd o Ining wp to Babitips o dafly averape of 30

EIRR Sl ot et e stitrmestn

Membtly nacertainml Vet Shakin Bev - bad biesn “r.ﬁ
haste i retaring from Hit—s fact whneh may well havrs

Ll - deitiomi of B amooewsr
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BROOKING'S COMMAND 123

{orward concentraton at Sahiliva of the remainder of Genoral
Bmooking’s [oree was currfed out on the nights 28rd/24th
nd 24thf35{h. These movemenis gave him the Inlloving
striking force ;—
Twa flights, 30th Squadien.
~ T I|||:,:|‘|1-~I el ".'-‘-Li_ll-ll.l.'l'l.'l:t.
| No. 52 Kite Balloon Section,
[ 1tk Cavaliy Briguds
| Mth Lancers (less two Scpeadmmms),
Squadron  1)/1it Hertfordshire . Y eo-
[ manry.

A Servics

Civalry ..

l' Zlath '.-'-|'i__'7|.]x' RF.A i i
2¥mnmd Brig .:;r rci A ':‘1"'
1 -
Ariallery 4 d5th Siege Alag' I M:; =
E.G.A

L Mk, 118 Ante=-mirocroft Sectio
|’ 450th and 451st Companiss, |-'. E.

wetachment No, 1 Mobile Bridring
II.--""—:”""'F"' it ||-| } i ll-.“|=|I'|| r L ridring

PloReers " g 3
S W, 2 Mobile Bodgmg Trun.

| 4%th Pioneers (less one company).
{ 12th Brigade (less- 13 battabicns)®

420 Browrode
alMthy Firigacle.
Tt Maclune Gin Coanpany

{ Bih ] T3 L -".|I||.-| urad A 'I-'rn-lﬂrl-'-'

[nfmntry

13l Light Armowred Motér Battery,
;-I-1|| Lieht Annoured Motor Hattery
_||'-\. e e |||_|Ill

I |.,F;|.1.! Ao
Motor Brpade

At 10 am., on the 2Hth March General Brooking held a
conference gt Salulive of his sabordinate commanders, &1
which he explained his plan, The lollowing pives the gist of
his expeitration opidera

The strength of the Turkish Skth Division (157 ad
18]y Regiments only) was estimated st about 170 sobres,
4 5 rifles and 17 to 21 gun O thas total S0 sabres, |4l
rifkes nnd 5§ gl were E'rrl'.-l:-.il'-"l. at Hiie ||1E|J.nr - A i ||.||-|.|]t
Ll r|| e spbires were seported. a5 on the Edaphrates left
b |1I o that the epomny stremgih about Rlan Baghddi
was estimated at oot more than 100 sabres; 2.800 rifles and
I | L guns

& -||'|| Ernpema  lnfmatir  garmmoned tlr winil twe oompmmies 2080
Liehrwals uersored Sadiliys
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124 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

The LAY Positein misiul Fohuin Baghdadi* CoTHRig L] af
iwn sdvanced entrenched lne (known as * P * 15 nches) abagg
I mils to the south st of thot plivce wod iof Ancther
eptrenched aren (known a5 " Q" and B " trenchis) rietiding
to n distones of over four mdled 1o the westward of gy
Baprhickacli,

Greniirnl Brooking's aim was the complete dostructing of
all the Torkish forces downstresm of Ana

Ebe forwani movement was to commenon of 8 pom., whisn g
brigade group under Generil Andrew (50th Brigade)t was i
nilvanee from Sahifiva al ng the Aleppo road.  TF was'ta [
followed at midnight by nnother brripade group under Ganergl
L (42nd Brignde)d @ and the remadnder of the fodce Wi ta
advance ot vanous early bours on the 26t At 5.9 om o
the Hth Generml Andrew waa to close with the e my anid Fﬁ
him 4 his groomd - o, 4 i enimmy retired, to pursug viguroasly,

General Cassels with the 1ith svalry Hrigade and  1Hh
and 14th Light Armoured Moter Batteries (thirtesn armomnmd
cars) was Lo move with rapidity and boldness and was o 58
vigorosly, throughost the operations, against the Turkish
right flank or rear as opportunity offered.  He was to try to
cut the enemy's telegraphic communications : and he w
indormed thut @ e i roed was open it might be pessibds
to sipport hom with troops carrled! in Ford vans,

The remmainder of the force would be in reserve.

Line flight of asroplancs wus nttached to the T1th Cavalry
Brigade, another to the artillery conummnder and the othet
two flights were to oy ol reconnalssance and confact wark

A special group under the command of Lieutenomt-Coliel
J. McE. Hogg, 28%th Gahrwalis, had been constituted s
a mobile colmmn, 1t consisted of half o battalion each of the
lpath Chucen's and 2/30th Gahrwalis, two machine gein sectines
and a detachment 450th Company, RE. {all to be cumiod
n three hundred Ford vans), the Sth Light Armoured Motot
Battery, the 1072nd Field Batter ¥ (EZnd Brigade) with doulde
hersed teams and part of a motor ambulusce « onvoy, Thehst
nammed batiery was, however, ot first 1o nwove fomward withi
Amadrew'y ‘.:Iu|||-

Leneral Hrooking pointed ent werbally to his commandim
 ® e Nap 85,

; " Aulnew's Growp * conststed of the 100) Labcers (less #un ).
dbciels Berigaidn, FoFA,, 48045 i carpatry, BB, S Lilsntny Heogede,
Flomesm (losn one compuny), s piele sk, slad um ngnd Mo, B8 Combdid
Finki Ambulsnge

Ligum’ Grvgs * oonal
ddnd Infamtry ispnde an

bl o skt 2330l Birignadn, H.7FAL (T 1] battarisy,

1 Mo, B Combined Fiek] oz ey lasycr,
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Ehe Tarkish

! pieisiihis) ares,

The Khnn Bagliladl hattiefisld
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ACTION ODF KHAN BAGHDATD 15

that the operations woald extend over a consideorable area,
that the variows grodps, thotugh seattered, wore strong and
that sur force was more mohile than the enemy’s. To eoabils
him 1o wse his reserva 8o the best advantage, it was msential
said General Brooking,  that he should recelve contimaal
sitnation reports ; and he emphasised the fact that spocess
woold depend moch on the individeal asction of group
comminders, for which the operations offered full stope.

At Hit the allovinl plain of Mesopotomis gives place to
3 limestone and cluy region, in which the Euphrates runs af o
considerably lowar level than the surounding conmiry,
which cansists for the most port of 2 barmen undnlnting platean
intersectod by steep and rocky ravines, Dur information
requnding the topography of the country between Sahiliva and
Ana was stanty ; and topographical recommaissance hind been
]Il_l1'|_ln||'\-_|_'|r..' restrieted 1o avodd LTS the &nemy's -u-FLil'i-_-.I',g-.'
But, from the loloonstion s [rrasEzml, {10 AR TETE TR L
which the operations woedld be carmied out eppeared’ genecally
practicable for sll mrmis ; and it wos conosguently hoped that
=i|| l:-'||1r|-||-'\-l'll et III 1!'-|' |'.|.'.-'.||r'-' :|.I1r'. |.1”T|JI|J|I1! | =i WIII:'.II'
mot b hifidensd by difficolties of ground,

General Andrew, starting as ordered, halted jost befice
] am. on the 35th March at a poimt on the rood aboit 1en
miles from Sahitiva, He then senf forward one company from
sach of three Infaniry Lattabons aeainst the enemy's “F"
trenches, to el iy Lhem i '|J.I1=r_i'§|l:r'-='l| ar H reskstance was
faing, bt to withdrmw i the Turks were present in sirength,
The thres companies, after sdvancing some distanee, were
checked about 2 aun. at cloe rangs from ths trenches by gan,
machine gun and rifle fred  The peation was evidently Teeld
in streagth aml the three companies withdrew. General
Andrew thon moved his group to tha west of the road onder
cover in the low hills, 1o avoid the area onwhich Turkish guns
were prbably registered and to await daylight,

At 315 pan,, Geperal Brooking received the report that
tho enemy's " P " trenches wore strongly held: As thes nimws
indicited that the enemy had not retired, General Brooking
regarded it as satisfactory, By 4.30 a.m. he had established s
headquarters at a point west of the Aleppo road about =x
miles north-wist o Euhﬂjyu, pear the only smtable =ite fof
the lancking of neroplanes,

_*_l'.hmm.-l. Funoking comuidered Eiat the L FrcerEak Erleg uEn.'Hg.' Hunad
Tty maknly respemsible for Use fuermy's etmmend Erom THE.

Tl'h.my “wr_p: &F cusmabised ot thin stage. Pt of them setually sulennd
fhe Demches et were daven ol kg,
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126° HISTORY OF THE WAR @ MESOPOTAMIA

When the sun rose ot 6 am. ithe genernl Britisk "i!u*lﬂ.
wak e Iollows Anddrew s Gafuirp  ws lrlw_1.' IeCOnTTE
P wrenches; Lurss’ Group wns aboot twe miles gl
east of (emernl Apdrew's headguorters;  the 1h Cg
Brignde (with the amoured curs), which hod started &
330 am. and kad tumed westward after moving for sl
six miles along the Aleppo road, was trotting past remeral
Brooking's headquarters to get round the eoemy's rght : (e
da5th Siege Battery, Kite Balloon and Anti<sircraft Sectioss
had beon ondered to join Lucas’ Group ) and the remainde
of the troops were still at or leaving Sahaliya,

Ad spoL s 1 wias I'Hl”. i British e rl_lpjuup_' flow aner Ih

Turkish position and from it messages wore dropped befom
Fam. on Generals Andrew’s and Brooking's headguan
ptating thut “ P " trenches were held in strength bt "n-'
and R " tremches only Hghtly and it thare were oo
of an ememy fetirement. By this time & Turkish officer and
twelve: other ranks, takén prisoner from " P" trenche
Cemernl  Andrew's ]l_'."‘-l.l.i.|1|..l' il|f.'.||'.::-.'_ had renched I'_i..:q.
Brooking's headgumrters , and it was gathered from thew
that the 157th and 168k Hegiments with 16 guns wem i
the Khon Baghdadi position ond thot remforcements of
unknown strenpth were sibd to lawve reached Haditha,

Creneril Brooking issued ordors, received by General Andrew
at JASam. that Andrew's Gronp, sopported by Lo’
Group, was to attack “ P " tenches, 10 was aranged that
ks the ground facilitated such & move, Andrew's Growg shisab]
asmault the right Mank of the tronches, while Luchs’ G
attnckerd along the Aleppo mad and pinned the enemy to s
ground,  The whals of the artillery, under the orders of e
CICA. (BrigadieriGeneral F, R, Patch), wes to support g
attack, which was 10 be carried ont when Generals Andres
and Luocas were both peady

e Reserve Group,consisting ol the Hertfordshire ¥ eemary
squiidron, 451st Company, BLE., 275th Machine Gun Company
amd 12th Infantry Bripade (now consisting of only (he

Punjobis and  hall the 154 Dieen's), lud closed wp m pse

of Lucas’ Group on the Aloppo rosd by 8am. | and betwe
B0 and ¥ aan, Hoge's Cetotp had concentratod nog 't
Fppebeinigs s hiadquarters. The Cavilry Bogade and anng
cars, aftor Moving westw ird from the .-’|,|r-i|F-|r poar)] o II‘_IJ‘UI
"i!:l"" mitles, hiad -.|!|.:|ru_'||_-|_'. directingi 1o the north-orth-wst ]
and at B30 asm. General Cossels despatched o m
receividl by Cemernl  Brookimg ot 9. 00a.m., saving thit
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ACTION OF KHAN BAGHDADI 1Z7

wan procecding in & mortherly divecton and that, although
his soutnct seoplone® lotaled the position ol the head of s
force os being about seven mils west-north-wes! of khan
Haghdadi, by his own reckoning (unbess the mip was most
inaccurate] it was really about fve or six miles wesit-south-
wisl of that place, He alen zaid that he was dl‘:‘l.il.']:ing i fnrce
towards Hoditha | that so far it would be qoite feasible for
the Ford vans to follow the tracks of his anmoured cans | and
that the ground abesd of him abo scemed suitable.  Just
before 10 man, Genera]l Brooking sent off an urgent message
to General Cassels saving that thers appenred every chance
af Lis getting right rovnd the enemy and asking if he advised
Hoge's Group being sent to foin him. This message repched
Gremerad Cassels ab 11,5 am.

About 10 am. the movement of General Andrew’s, troogs
which threctened the westemn Bank of the " P trenches
gosead the Tutks theein to begiy retiving.  News of  this
reisc ] Generul Brooking, whe ondered an immediate advanes,
although Lucas' Groop was still some distonce away. Generil
Andrew had mnid |i|.|.:|'i| this ordes it was -1|-IL'J.'.1.:-.' well on
the move. By 11.30 a.m. he gained the P’ trenclies practically
without oppasition and took there aboul one trmd e .
PrikOmETs. 3

Ai 8 nm. Geneml Cessels” ngnt flnnk i,."l.l.|]l:|. ol dniler
lomg range itk fre from the sght of 7 Q7 trenches anad wlot
twenty minutes later his main bedy was shelled by enemy
gums at fong range.  This fre had no efect | bt before the
cochgimmn P.rr_||_|_=_|[|~|!| o s oway 4 wction af W Baktery,
R.H.A., came into action against the enemy’s nght amd fired
about twenty rounds, apparently with effect. At LLOU am,,
Genernl Brocking heard from General Cassels that he thosght
it inndvisabie to send Hogg's Group 1o joim Lim, as it il
ke wo Jong, and he said tit bis chances of acting agaans!
the Ewemy’s rear were godd

At 1180 am, General Andrew reported by telephone to
General Brooking that he was hard n prarsait of the retreating
enermy, Lurns” Groap beang phout 14 miles to hus J'J'.[ﬂ:l: fear,
This advance continoed till about | pm., Whoen Crmmpeernl
Anidrew's infaniry were checked, on & line extending roughly
sourthi-westward Trom the vicinity of Khin Biaghdodi, by Instile
artillery, machine gun and rifle fire

* Thiss soninet weraplapes proved of greal wse o asulitimg Getirral Lisels
o madntaln 8 ovrreit o lFeciiom
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13 HISTORY OF THE WAR MESOPOTAMLA

AL 1230 puam., the stafl captain of the 11tk Cavalry fi
who hard L'Ln sent back in 4 motor by Lreneral "m
LS am. 1o ArTamngs fin) the N |||-r|: e trans e to
the brigade, arrived at Goneral Brosoking's head
e i_r||.|:||_,;n‘. i essage irom betieri] Cassels 'i-'l-'i'ij:ll,; thag Ih;t.
cumy appesred to be reinforcing his night Bank feemy }
Baghdads and that he limself was procecding witl jle O igingg]
plan to get bohind him

Al 1235 pom. . General Brooking ordered his TESarye

to move fofward ; at L5 po, be sent nstructions i 6

Lucas to push on vigoromsdy @ and at 140 Fm. hie divoeil)

Hoge's Group to mowve up thie Alsppo road, Picking up the

IUi2nd Battery, and come ander Crenern] Andrew's o g

for vigorous pursait. The 215th and I2n0d Field Attillery

Hﬂ.gil.lii-" |:L.'l|2|, meanwlile, started .|||_':.'.u|-':|r_|,_r l.|.:|,' altornay
biitteries to afford close SUppoit o Leneral Andrew's fi

But the going was rough and heavy, it took Hime for ouip

MR GO up, and the mmemy's gunfire was sev re® T

LiFme - Wi INCC SRy fog regstration, and 1'5FI-'|'LIH_'-' feur fhhe
lecation ol the snemy machine et

The Turkish position was stromg one and from (e
trenches, sited on and near thi crests of the ciiff-like sl
nsing from a deep ravine, they were able to swoep with
thie platenn on the southemn dde of ths suvine 6
Andriw was tnwilling to commit his infantry (o a funthee
wd vanes without adequate und sccurate artible 1y and machis
BUm- support Abewir § P ihe leading buttalicn (146
lh:lttlu{.lmw of Lucas' Group came tp on the right of the lim,
fillowed n rear by the 755 and 26th Gurichas, Abest
the same time the Reserye Group reached “ P tronches god
hall un hour later received arders frum Genernl Brosking
reinforce  Lucas” Lroup, AL 4,20 pm. General Brogks
ent instroctions (o General Andrew io wso the Muxim and Lewig
mars of Hogg's Group, if they had not been afready otherse
committed. o biing enfilude fire on e = K™ trenches (when
the enemy's main strongth appeared to be) from the clifs W
the castward, under which the Aleppo road ran and to wiith
it afforded an approach from K han Baghdadi, At 445 pme
General Hrooking asked General Andrew to report the sitoation
at omce and heard. in reply, at 5.15 pan. that the wiele fine
was held ap by rifle and machine gun fire and that he and
General Lucas wers guing to attack at 5.90 pen,t bat that
they anticipated thay i wotild be oostly,

* The |O0R&E Hatiery [Tikth Elﬂ.‘.lrj wapecially rame ender Ty s,
-lu-H-hI-m.: susunlties and having one fun puk oat of action
1 Juiset was nbont 515 =
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ALTION OF KHAN BAGHDADI] 129

At 515 p.m., nlso, General Brooking received a ri from
General Cassels, timed 430 pam,, saying that, with his left
Incing south-east on the Aleppo road, be was engnging the enemy
rear and rght flank from a point about 6} miles north-west
of Khon Baghdadl ; and he nsked what the situation of the
nfantry groups was., General Brooking answored that the
infantry were held up by machine gun fire on a general line
five hundred Fu':lﬂ mst of the mvine dividing them from the
enemy’s " Q7 and ¥ R " trenches ; that it was evidently the
Turinsh intention to hold this position =0 as to enable them
to retire doring the night ; and thai he relied on General
Cassels to detain them. His own infantry, though very weary,
would maintain presurs on the eoemy,

The 11ih r.:.'l.*.:dl‘}' Erig:uh- unr| r|.r|1:|l.1u;rrv|:l Cirs |.'1.u.|.| |:||H|1
obliged to halt for ebout an hour at 1045 a,m. 1o ascertain
and reconnoitte practicable mootes throogh o socoession of
ravines. But the Wadi Hovran was reached at 150 pom, il
most of the animals wers watered there. The Turksh mam
lorce seemed (o be enguged heavily with our infaniry: about
Khan Baghdadi and airmen’s reports indicated the absence of
encmy froops within a distance of ten miles to the northward.
Turning eastward and moving as rapidly ms the beoken nnture
of the pround permitted, General Casels" force reached o pomnt
about 3 pon. which was judped 1o be some two milés from the
Aleppo road.  Here the Guides Cavalry were detached to the
suth-eastward with orders o gain cominct with and hoid
the enemy, s0 as 0 foom o pivot on which the romainder of
the fprce on the northern bank of the Wadl Hajran could
wheel and get astrida the A!em'r.- raarl Thiz road tormed
out to be murk farther of than had been caleninted :
bot by § pm., the enemy's telegraph line having been cut,
General - Cassels’ froops were taking up & podtion, facing
sriith-enst, along the northern side of the Wadi Haomn with
their Teft nstride the road. During the afternoon they had
cucountered several enemy patrols, evidently detached o
keep open the enemy Hoe of motrest, and bad | come under
constant, though ineffective, sholl fire and a good deal of long
ravige machine gon and rifle fine,

To revert to the operations of Genernl Brooking™s infantry.
Their genoral advanced line ran sownth-westwaurd from a
point west of Khan DBaghdadi along lugh ground, with
the cnemy's * B " trenches facing them about 2000 to 2,500
yards to the north-west, Q" trenches being to their lelt
fromt. In front line were the 14tk Domseshire [42od Brigade),
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130 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

24th Punjabis, it Oxfordehire amd H-I!'_h_ill,ﬁm:clhi_m u!m
Infantry and 6th Jats {all 50th Brigade) in this ondes {rom the
right ; and they were to commence thajr advance on & fion
of nine lundred yards mt 530 pom,  The 2/5th and 26y
Gurkhis (42nd Brgade) were to follow the Domests i P
and the 1/5th Gurkhas were kept by Genernl Locss 35 Feaerve,
In the 5ith Brigade the 97th Infantry were to suppart thy
other three baltalions. Three sections 25614 Machine (gn
Company were disposed to cover ihe crosing of the deep
rivine by overhead fire; Hoge's Group was to =
against the left of “ R ™ trenches ; and the Resarps Firp
wis 14 follow Laycns If,'gir_-u].r

When the advance began, our Suppartng artillery o
i its barmge al a slow rate of fire for the first fifieen minstE
| and then inereased to an infense bomibardment for fifey
minutes. This fire was accurate and so efféctive that, undes
tis eoves and that of our machine gums, our infantry were shis
to wdvance practically without a check and with very few
casualtis.® Some machine guns in " 0" trenches gave the
ledt of our line a litthe trouble : but the commander of the
Bth Jats detached a company, which soon stormed the 6
on which these machine guns wore and captured four of them
with a battalion of the Turkish 16%h Regiment (12 offices
and 250 rifles). ‘The remainder of our miantry encoumtersd
little opposition and overran " R " trenches, captoring fsr
| | Funs and many Esoners
|,I As it grow dark ow advanced infantry pot  somewhak
1

|

|

scattered in the broken ground and Inter-oommnicatien

became diffienlt. At 890 pom, therofore, General Andrew

| sEied onders for the toops to hivowac where they were | wod

| ] at 1130 JLanL.. after 'Ei'rl!ﬁ!.'lH 1ife ks, fiss ord orders for a further
11 advance at 5 am. next moming.

E General Brooking with his headquarters had estublihed

, himsell by 530 pm. at a positinn {within two miles of Jhon

Baghdadi), from which he could see thut the bombardment wis

eifective. But after sunset, the dust and growing darknes

1 with the temporary interruption of telephone communicatan

11 miade i mpossible for him to find oot accurately what had

happened #ill about 9 . Our gwn cosunlibes had evidently

bean light, air reports estimated that we had captured over

f * Ot gums bl gradhuall ¥ qut burward inio posaiicms from wrhick ey couidl
Bew e Tanpes of | 800 e 3 yuols, aud iy tromt of them fsrher doen
tha slispes wete dnr mashine gutd,  In additiom to the aetes) st of ths

fire, the dost it mived afforded o mor effsent woreen fo cur advensiif
[ | infnutry
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ACTION OF KEHAN BAGHDADI 13

LMK prisoners and that the enemy was seeling escupe to the
wistwilrd and northe-westward | and ar LIS pom General
Brooking isued orders to the following effect. The 1lth
Cavalry Brigade was to block completely smamy escape by
road asd rver. Generals Andrew and Locss and Colonsl
Hogg were to to-operate with and facifitate the task of the
cavalry by immediate, comtinuons and relentless pressure all
night. despite fatigue  General Brooking appreciated fully the
efiorts already made, buot the situation @lled for further
exertion.*

Receiving this order just after midnight, General Andrew
at o directel Colope]l Hogy, whose groap was on the Aleppo
road east of ¥ B trenches; to advance immedintely sufficiently
far forward to '||1I:||: cloar of the road - and =started to collect
[{TE] CANTL BT This ook lill.l.l"_ are] i et whowt d BoER, G
the ZVth March before the bolk of Andrew’s Group stoarted 1o
advance, followed ot 6.25 a.m, by Lums’ Group

In the meantime, Leneral Cassels had established strong
points covering the possible enemy line: of retheat aleng his
three miles of front.  His dispositions by B pan. wete noughly
o= follows, On the dght, scuth of the Wadi Hawron and ot
& point about seven mile south-west of its junction with the
Euphrates, wire the Guides Cavalry {Iss - squadron detached
towards Haditha) with a squadron Zcd Cavalry  betweon
them and the Wadi. Thence, on the north side of the Wadi,
the Jth Hussars held an extended line up & and asinde the

road.  Ume section ™ W © Hattery, K.FLA., and one
section 15th Machine Gun Sguadron were in the right centre of
the line oned ancther dection of cach of thesd units was on
the MEPPI'.I- road, COoe qu'.lil.l.:l.'l.".lh ja T | C'.!I.'.':.i]:l:'!.' was || reEsarve
behind the left of the line ; and the remainder of the reserve
under Geneml Cassele—one ssctiom ™ 'W " Battery, Zhd
Cavalry [less two 5q|undn:|m—il. 15th Machine Gun Sguadron
(less two sections) No. 8 Field Troop Sappers and Miners,
and the thirteen ormeored cers—was behind the opht centne,

Subsequently, General Cassels sent a detachment with a
section of maching guns (o the Alus beed of the Euplrates
arsd [ln:lungu:l hds -mEadn lee towards the river, so 88 Do hlock
as effetively s be could all medns of Tackish metreat by
Innd and river. At 10 pm. he reported his peneral dispositions
o Generzl Brooking, saving thot untii the sitoation was
cleirer he proposed to hold his present line, being proparad

* A 1l pm Generml Brookisg slso beoed ondérs o the CREA. to dlel]
cerain defined arewn, im which Torks might be thooogheut the neghs,
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32 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

to move of dawn, either townrds Haditha or Khan Ba
according to circumstances of &8 General Brooking might
direct.

The excellent work during the 26th March of tha Heitish Al
Foree had contributed greatly to the success piimed, The
mastslance pivin o Lrorieral ‘...IL-.H'I"_ Ii'.ltfl lp_'|,' F;I'I'IL‘[“-H IJ:-
direction of he force wnd by fumishing kim  with CoTElang
information of rnomy movements and of oor unf:u-lt:r_-,' O i
had been invalsable. In additton to co-operating with the
artillery of the main attack. its reconnaissance had afioedsd
much useful information | and it had continuowsly horsssed
the enemy with bombs and machine pun fire Dhiring the
mornig it jocated Torkish gums firing from barges by the
Ieft bank of ihe Eophrutes and five acTaplanes set out to bomb
them in the aftermoon.  The bargos, howover, were
being towed upstream and although no direct its were nm
one of them mn iote the bank el was sunk

The anticipated Turkish attempt to break through Generd
Cassela’ force materialised just befors midnight 26ch T
the encmy’s main offort being directed againat the right oot
of the Hotish line, Le., whers it was strongest.  After almig
three guariers of an hour's sharp fghting the enemy, bt
back, displayed token: of surrender®; and two squadmns
Sdrd Cavalry were sent forward on feot to collect the prisones,
who totalled over 1000 with soveral marhine N
ll At 540 mm.f on the Zrth March, Major Sir T, -”fll:ﬂ'l!l;ﬂ

| 1

——

(commanding the Light Armoured Motor Brigade), under ondn
trom General Cassels, moved eastward with eleven cars} of the
| I3th and l4th Batteries and, at the _“||r_'_|_|l_1n|| o] n-u-rm; al
11 the Wadi Haunin, found 4 mass of over 2000 Turksh troap
i desplaying white flags.  These were faken prisoner and then,
| in accondance witl ordors, six cors of the 19h Hattery were
sent off alung the road towards Haditha to capture oy xRy
iroops that g it bunve :J'imn-d throoeh, In the mendytio,
leaving smmall partios to guned s prisoners, Geperal Cistals
| directed the remadnder of his brigade to move to the

roud amd then along it fo concentrate at the Alos bend,
proceeding in pursuit (o Ana, which had been indicnted by
General Hrooking as the next operation for the cavaley o
camry out.

E Thers was mesniligist,

{ Suntise was about 4 am

+ Tve armenired eam bad been deticbod 1o escort tlse socond lins wunaport,
wlsich bud pot yeb eschel General Casssbs' faroe,
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BRITISH PURSUIT 133

At 535 am,, General Brooking telegrmphed congratulating
(mneml Cossels moed directing him to et buck Colonel Tennant,
comumanding the A Force* | wnd at 8 am. General Beooking
samit o farther mmssaga to General Cassols saving that a battalion
of the 42nd Infantry Bripade was moving to relieve him of
his prssners, that be was then fo raid Ann mnd that Foggs
Groap had been ordered o Fladitha.

At .30 i, General Brooking isued his onders for a
E-un-'u:t Hogg's Group, with the dooble-borsed 1072nd

“ield Battery and o wirles set carried in Ford vans, was 10
seige Fladitha, where he was to be joned by ihe Hertfondshire
Yeomanry and [0th Lancen” sguadrons and from whers e woas
tor send back at Jeast two hundred Ford vans to report to thi
Assistamt Adjutant and Quartermaster-General by 5 pm. ; and
the Reserve Group [under Colonel Brodrick), reinforced by a
battery, wits to march fo the Wadi H.lql.m {about four miles
south of Haditha).

By 7 am—when the total British captures amounted 1o
between 3000 and 4,000 prisoners, ten gons, many machine
guns and mmch war material—the sitoation woz briefly as
follows, Six cars of the 13th Lipht Armoored Motor Battery,
with the remainder of the Light Amioured Motor Bogide
fincluding the Rth Battery from Hogg's Group) preparing to
follow them, were well on their way 1o Haditla, towards which
place Hoge's Growp was also advancing, The 1ith Cavalry
Brigade was eoncentrating about Alus | Andrew's Group had
reeched the Wadi Hooron | Lueas® Groop wis within four miles
of it to the sowibward @ and the Hiserve l.:ll'“-'[l Buad st
gtartod to odvance from the vicimity of Khan® Haghdadi,
Amdbrew's and Lueos' Group were to clear the battlefield and
the 215th Fiald Artillery Brigade and the 395th Slege Battery
were (o move back to Sehiliya to ease the supply situation.
General Broeking was on his way by motor to see his infantry
brigade commanders and Geneml Cassels, ;

Capturing a number of Turkish trmsport wagmm with
thelr escorts e remde aml also sbout 100 prisoners after a
short action southward of the town, the 13th Light Armoured
Motor Battery roachod Hadithat without difficalty ;. and Hegg's
Gmup, following it, arrved there about 10 am. Com-
tirging to advance for some miles beyond Haditha, these

' i permpinas arind by Calomsl Tenmnit, abd Blajor ol
{Birigwle Majos, rIqL Infuntry Trigede| as & powenger, hul st o

w0 the 358 Mucch neur the Khan Baylsledl poslting | asd both affeern el
ke Epdien. prasomer.
 T4was faund that the Gertmans bets had barnt their wirsless natallatios.
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LERRTET L] founed the road littered with abamndoned Carts, A,
camp equipment and personal effects of all kinds ; gnd sont
back to Huditha groups of Turks, totalling. owver 300, wha =
mile had surrendersd wnthoot rsistance. The 'J'L'l'ﬂ'-‘-l‘-lﬁ.'-'i'rir.
of the fleeing enemy had been much added to by the bomlg
and machine gun fire of our aeroplanes, which were alzn pranki
on-in the hope of seeing some signs of Colone Treonant
Major Hobart
Creneral Brooking caught up Geneml Cassels o the "-'I;ll."l:I:Ilt"'
(| of Alus about 10 o, and gove him the tollowing furthey
instructions, Al the I:]'tll-ih----:lllh Lavilry ]ingﬁrh.r Lighs
Armoured Motor Bogade, HWind Battery, B.FA. and I_m
ol Hogg's Lroup to be carried in 100 Ford wans CarTying oa
the pursuit beyond Haditha, were to be under General Cijsanks!
orders.  He was to occupy Ana, try and rescus Colonel T eiaani
and Major Hobart, destroy or evacuwate the wireles installntion
and etores at Ana and try and find 18000 pold lims ==id fa
be meant for Ajuimi* His stay at Ana was to be Nmibed,
Having issued orders for the 1th Cawaley Brigads,  afier
mtioning and getting rd of all superfluons personnel and
impéedimenta, to be ready to move from Alus at 148 pam,
General Cassels left by motor to catch up Coloned Hogg and
the Light Arnoared Molor Brigade.  General Cizsels joined
Colonel Hogg bevond Hadithis about noofl ; and pave him
irders fo form e post at Haditha, 1o send back 300 Ford vEIE Wi
onee o Klhan rtaqi'_"iuh anid with b= MANY men a8 he posald
carry in the romaanimg 100 vans o procesd, together sith the
Light Armaured Motor Brigade, to Fubaima. The 114 Cavaley
Brigade would arrive at Fuhaima in the evening ; and the
| mext morning (28th) the whole foree would advisce on Ans
| General Cassels then procesded (o reconnoitre the route io
i Ana from an aemplane and, fiying back, rejoined his Cavalry
Brigade at Alus at 1245 pm.
These nrmangements were carried out without o hitch and
by mightfall, more Turkish prisoners hiving besm i
} in the meantime, the force was bivouacling about  Fulisiss
| Among the prizoners were Nasim Boy, commanding thi Tirlkdsh
S0th Division, and seme of his stafl, who had slipped ®
during the previous might and had been hiiding i the
about Hadithe. That evening also the Reserve Group, after

ii 4 _ma_r:h of about twenty-two miles, went into hivouwse of the

! Wadi Haglan,

| * Tha reprt fhat fhin sum was g the viCindEy wan, howeeer, cofmee]
b litdial
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PURSUIT 133
The Light Armoured Motor Brigade through Ana

without oppoaiton at 530 a.m., on the March

of fhis w quarter of an hour fater, General Cassels

strmight there leaving orders for the Cavalry Brigade and
Hogg't Group to follow * questinning the chief inhabitants,
Gonernl Cassels  gathered t Colonsl Tonnant amd Mmjor
Hobart had left Ana for Aleppo on cameds an the mommng
of the 27th, that some Germans and the wireless installation
had left on the svenine af thu_:ﬂlh,nﬂil'_huﬂulu?ﬁw
Turks and Fartar ca in the town had scattered m oall
directions on heuring of cur approach that moming,  Geneml
Cozeels then gave onders for the desputeh of some armoired
cars along the Aleppo road with the object of reacuing Celonnl
Tennant and Major Hobart and of capturing the wareléss, the
Germens and the influendinl Arabs secompanyving them.

The 8tk Light Armoured Motor Battecy, wihich was leading,
commanded by Captain Ted, was detiled for this operation.
it had already, about fve miles dbove Anp, captured the
Turkish commandaint of Ani snd ahout twenty other officers]
and it new preceeded. i advance again, with orders to push on,
if mocessary nnd possible, for one undred oles to ey out
its task.  Afber going some distimee, the battery sncountersd
a party of about 150 Tarks, whom it captored after some
slight msistance ! and from one of the captiored officers
Captain Tod gathered that Colonel Tennant and Major Hobart
had been hurmied forwand frem there on camels aboot two
hours previously,  Captain Ted at once E:s.hl:d O Egmin,
sucoeeded in overtaking the two British officens and, by his
gkilful handling of his cars, 6 rescuing them, at & point abaoud
thirty-two miles west of Ana§ The battery alss captured
the Ana wirdess installntion : and, after proceeding abot
fifty miles bevond Ana, retumed to that town.

At Ana, as ot Haditha, larpe quantitiss of wur mterin] and
large numbers of shakiwrs were found ; but as only a small
part of these spores could be evacosted in the avallable
transport, mnﬁ;ﬂﬂ part wis ondered te be destroyed.

Draring e March the Reserve Group reached Haditha,
On the 2th the 13th Light Armogred Motor Battery wont

= They renclied Ao Dotween. 10 aod 11 Aom
! Mainly deserizes from ke Kumion amy |
{ In the war diary of the atiory this comanasdant midl. evidently By
prislaks, to have besn the commander of (ke S00 Divisos, who had really
alrmdy simrendered af Hadithe the provioss sltsrnoon,
§ Thetmdla of Whin stirsing rescne are gven by Coonsl Teoeaat in his book
Lo Al Cliiids aleovs Hagisdarl © For hils aeshan Captain Ted was gwandml
an fmemedinis D50,
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15 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOM "TAMIA

wventy-three milss beyond Ana In an smsuccesfyl search for
the gold liras | and all Gesemnl Booolking's troops not gct
required in the forward areas were miovied back 1o Hii in
nnjm' to lessen the demands for sapplies

Ihe stores at Ana were blown up on the 30th March aggd
Geeneral Caseels’ proops withdrew to Fohsima, from which
o gradual withdrawal continued for the next {few diiyn
the Bth April* the Brtish advanced -Ji-}}ur-'i.l.Lrn-. ok the
Euphmates consisted of & brigade group at Haditha, 2 sanall
post at Alus amd the headguarters of the 15th Division with
another brigade group at Khan Buaghdadl

The striking success achisvied by General I!Juu‘:_ing was all
the more notable in that their recent experience at Funmd|
st hove imbusd the Turks with the necessity for spezal
vigilince. Suceess was doe, in the first place, 10 Coned
Brooking's complete preparatory arrangements, to his skilfa]
dispositions and to his immediate and resalute purmit @ whils
in the execution of his plans, the gallantry, dash and enduranee
of his officers and men, the fine leadership of General Cassrds,
the excellent oo-operation by acoplanes and the work of the
arrniired]  giars el mechanienl transport all contributed o
thir deci=ive resulis, .{!I:h-.-l.lp_.:ll Lhi= r'.q_rll'..' murnings had bem
cool und pleasant, it had been very Lot daily from aboot
am to Spm.; and this and the dust lad proved very
trying, though mitiguted to some extent by the ecxoslleng
arranigements for the supply of drinking water by the motur
VNS,

During the operations, in which practically the whole of
the Turkish 60th Division was accounted for, the total Britih
casualties only amounted to 158, including 38 killd o
missing.  We buried 40 Turkish dead, athers bemny buried
by the Turks, und we captured 5,254 prisoners, inclading
18 Germans. In addition we took 12 guns, 47 machine guns
and large quuntities of arms, ammounition and other wer
mnferial

These operations revealed how much the road down the
Eophrates above Khan Baghdadi had been improved recently.
With only cue exception, all the crossings over the Homemos
ravines had cither been bridgedt or made passable for motor
traflic | and in many places the road had been repraded. On

* Ftwenn the Dlwi March sl S5 fpril there was moch tain, which owesd
Eigh Hoods m all the ravines and fnd rriese] croatderably with marement.

'r For inatance ap the Wadi Haqlan twe mew masonry  bridges, soe of
wheven wmbes sl the wiher of thinn, had been mails
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NAJAF CONSPIRACY 137

the Euophrotes itself Germans hod organised o fiotilla of
launches and barges carrying guns, of wihich we had sunk or
caprured four lunches and two banges.

There had, in the meamtime, been trouble lower down the
Eu es. On the 18ih March the British political officer
at Najaf (Captain W. M. Marchall) was murdered in that city.
' Marsiall, in common with the majority of our g

itarp-palitical officers, was distinctly popular mong the
local inhabitants, and as Generul Marshall said in his Despatoh
(Ist Uctober, 1818) the morder was due to momy agency.
Ceneral Marshall’s desoription of the sulsequant evenls 5
worth quoting es it illustmtes well some of the difficulbes
and dingers of our cccupation of the country behind our
fighting trunts.

Y., among the evilly dispoced inhabitants of Najal
a conspitacy, foctered by Gemman gold® hed been
orgaised The motz of ths oppmcy wiro 1o

Najaf and its braoches extended both up and down the
Eupdirates valley, To put dewn this conspiracy, thersdone,
and bo mebe gut sbern ||.=|I.:i|..n to thiss porsally concermed
in the murder wius irom every pomt ol view an urgent
necessity. It was mot desired to treat the city, which
I,'ﬂ[[‘,'”.rl; s+ I:I[ :I]l" L1 1RET ] ]“I.I.‘ '-h]11'ﬂfl. ‘1’ I'.|.'I|- :'ILLL..}:IJ‘ -:L.'HJ.
iy :-.1:1-rv|.||1'r|].-|_~||. I;I-_'..' 1 ll'.‘-'_l.' h[gh. '|.|.|.|_'|J, I an -.'n'l.'dl:l.:l_r_‘,.‘ 'A'-Ju}',
i.e, by shelling or by direct assault. A strct hlockade
was, therefore, ordered . | . . and gradually the blockade
line closed in and occupicd the bastions of the wails ks
will as holding the entrance gates, Every comsuderntio
wis shows to the holy Ulewa and to the theological
students (mest of whom were Perdan subjects) and had
it been necssary to procesd to extremities all thee
wounld have been given an asylom . . . . Eventually by
the 30th Aprilt the proscribed persens had been handed
over and the blockade was raised . . . . The Ormniss
with which the situstion was handled, the fairmes with
which the laiw-abiding inbabitants were trosted and the
Em;yu,li,rl.p cire which wis taken to ayoidd lh-ln-lﬂ-ll-EE D
holy persons and places, created a rost fnvourable
impstession on all the surrownding tribes and contribated
in no small degree to the subsequent establishment of
friendly rolations . . . "

= Full evidence b thin afect was frosil tn Germsn docrments rapiarad on

the Huphirazes
# Dempatel papyd DML & elenieal #ror
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138 HISTORY OF THE WAR ; MESOPOTAMIA

In the middle of March confirmation wis obiained of .
reports that part, or all, of the Turkish G&h [hiwimiiom
migvied back from the Kbk to the Mesul aren : | but
this, the operation already mentioned and some minee Pty
meastres, there was little meident of military importance iy
Mesopotamin during March,

Lin the [4th March, the Chief of the Imperial Generyl Staf
telographod to the Commander-in-Chief in India and to Generyh
Allenby and Marshall 4 summary of his appreciation of the
sttiation o the Near East psuliing from the Russian and
Humanion collapses.  Broadiy speskang, e said, Crermiany had
ammed at world dominetion by obitaining fecilities for v
expansion 10 condest British supremacy and by gaining connplete
eomitrnl of Central Evrope ond the Near East with a riew i
expansson cadtvands,  But the conrss of the war hid enodifisd
her original methods of atisinment. She was pow
relianoe oo her unlimited submaring warfare | and—her jlam
for paiming control of the Balkans, Egypt and the Pemiss
Gulf having been foiled—she hoped to take advantage of the
stute of Kussia to gain 4 new mute to the East by the Rk
':'H"u, Cancesus and |'.|.-pi:.|.:|

matural diffioultes of communicotion and the spread o
Bolshevism threatened to cut us off from Armenis wind g
the Caspian ; and {'n.r:r|1'|.|.|:|:|. woitld be quick 1o tnke advan:
of the situation. The Russians wer evacmmting Batum and
thit port was open to enemy parties.  Alibough it was anliiely
that Germany would be able, in the near futtire, to place iy
comsiderable bodies of troops in this area, we must expoct 2
highly organised propaganda, backed by small bodies of German
troops who would neglect no means of undenmiming B
power in the Edsi

We must answer, suid the Chief of the Imperial Genersl
Staff, by establishing a barrier to German Progress eustwanis;
If l'n'.'nua.u_'.' were left frec to tum our fank by the north, osr
efforts based on Mesopotmmnin and India might be ineffectual.
We h]i—..l-'.ﬂr], 1]||'Tr'[nr.;-:

() armange immediately for Japanese intervention in Siberfs

(0) maintain our position In ssopotamis and comtinge e
prossure in Palestine

le} extend from Baghdad to the Caspian and build up hﬂI
organisations on a foundation of military strength,
forward into the Cancasus in order to win over Armesnis
make our wfluence predominate in the exstern ports of the
Black Son : and
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GHANGES IN ORGANISATION i35

{d) muke certmin of anticipating German propaganda in
Turkestan by the despatech nfn:gud.lﬂnrgr mnsion o that
cotimkry from Dndia

On the 2Bith Masch, the Chief of the Tmperial General Staff
infurmed {he Commander-in-Chiel in India and General
Marshall that the situation in Fronce necessitated a change
of policy in Palsstine, where the foture mile was to be one
of active defence wnd whence two British divisions were to
be tranaferred (o France, Thers was no intention of making
turther rednctions in Mesopotamia or i Palsting where, he
hoped, ns Indian battafions errived and the force there was
teorganised, to form 4 general teserve for the Hast. In the
meantime it appewred that General Marshall's force was quite

gtrong enooph o secure the positions in Mesopotamin and,
directly he could gri over the passs on the Persmn fronfier
In Imdia, the Chief of the Imperial General Staffs appredia-

tion of the 14th March confirmed local opinion That o stuston
might develop in the future which Indian military resodices
would be unable to meet,  Consequemitly; the proposal 1o furm
i preseirve for the Esst o Palésting was welcome, more especially
is there were indications thot the Amir of Alghonistan was
tnking an incroasing interest—though his acteal intentions
wore not clear—in the developments across his northem
froptiers and in the eastward movement of the Torks.

Detnils of the distribution of the British forces in Mesopotamia
at the end of March, 1918, are given in Appendix XLV, The
following had beeén the main changes in organisation since
the beginning of the yer

No, 72 Squadren, RF.C, had reached the country from
England ut the beginning of March.

The 18t Divison, sow peactically oompleie, hed taken
thn 'Fl.fn.rn-, in the Ist Corps, of the 3nt DHviskom, which was
ropcentmting at Basm for transfer to Palestine

The * Nasiriva Front ™' had ben abolished, Nasidya and
the Lower Eaphrates up to Shinafiya having been taken over
by the Euphrates Line of Communication Defences. Four
battalions from Nasiriya, formed into the 56th Infamiry
Brigade, were moving into the Hila area to melieve the Srd
Brigade of the 18:h Division.

The " Baghdid Garrison ™ had become the ™ Advancesd
Line of Communication Defences,” still direotly under General
Headguarters ; and its sphere hod been extended to comprize
the defomee of milwayy radiating forward, milheads inclesive
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140 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Each infantry brigade now ncluded a lght trencl mertar
battery and a smoll arms ammunition section
of the brgude.

The heavy artillery had agnin been reofganised.  The In
and I1Ind Comps now cach contained two hievy unij'lq_-r!,l e,
each of a G-pounder and two G-inch howitzer batteres and
bwn slege batterdes of Ginch bowitzers formed part of * -'1““?
Tropops.™

Nine myschanical transport compiinles had arived it Hm
potamin 17 January and Febroary  and the persormel of the
mechanical transport companies  wos  being  dituted wiiy
Endinns.

At the s of Apnal, 1917, the noval foroes in the tountry
had been merged in the Porsian Gull Division and Rear-
Ardmiral 1. 5t A Wake b tiken over command iy
Mesopotamia from Capinin Nurn.  In January, 1918, vight of
the " Fly " class gunboats were handed over to the amm ]
their naval personnel being withdrawn 1o help cope with
submarine peril in Europe. These cight vessels were trans
lermed 1o the Inland Wate TI||.||1.|'_L|.-|:|: Serviee {or use a8 Hiver
steamers, thelr gons bemg used (o form anti-wircraft sectiom
TN O TP ind R

Owing to the difficulties of navigution of the Tigris abowe
Haghdad, nome of the naval gunboats had at the beginning
of 1918 il further ipestream than the moath of ihe Adhaim
The three Turkish stearmners Haghdad, Havmrdrva and Bwrhauish
had retired above this, tut no charts of this part of the river
wore availuble ad there were kmown to be many ehi
rapids and hidden rocks.  Between Janoary and March, 1918
the Caddizfy, steaming up at times when the river wis swolle
by winter radns, managed (o get up fo Tikmi and  charoed
the river with some accurncy between that place and Saomarma®
In March. owing to the continued call for naval personnel o
deal with the * 7" boats, the romaining cight gunboats were
s transferred to the army.  From four of them the mins
were withdrawn and sent to England, the chips themesives
becoming ordinary river stexniers.  The other {oar, howsver,
remained s fighting ships, being commissioned as such undse
military control | officers and machine gunners being' found
by the Inland Water Traneport Service and gun crews by the
Royal Arnillery

s j”t'E-'T“J Lty

* For deeails of this trip, see ** The Tigrin wbeve Aughdsil" try Linubonls
|.'--r||~1||u_br-tlr1 A S Elwell-Sattm. BN 6 the Coargruphical Joereal wll
Fuly, 1523,
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At the end of March the anly maval vessels on the Mesopo-
tamin rivers were the four panboats of the "' Insect "' class.

Un the Gth Febmary, a spocial Directorste of Treigation
e nto being, to deal with the development, muintenance
and control of irrigation, as well & the construction amd
upkesp ol rdver embonloments, obe

Duoring the summer snd antumn of 1917 the question of the
turther development of railvay and water commumications in
Mesopotamia, to meet the requirements of a probable enemy
offengive, had been undor consideration ;. and ot the beginni
of October the Chiel of the Imperial General Siaff had immﬁ:g
that ME]EIT—L]-[-‘M:F.'.J H. F. E. Freeland would be =ent out 1= an
export adviser regarding . regoirements and possibilities.  On
the it Jurmary, 1918, General Freelond, in his report;, advo-
cnted—to mest this FEfpiirememts of a foree of the siee fore-
casted in his instruciions—the constroction of a railway from
Basra up the Euphrates vin Nasiriva to Baghdad.  Geneml
Marshall concurmed in this oplmon, but vanous objiéctibns
to it were put forwurd by the Commander-in-Chief in Indin.
e whole question of the constriction of o through rallway
from Basra to Baghdad, ether by the BEuphrales or Tigrs
routes, was, however, delerred, as the Chicl of the Imperal
Genernl Seaff said that there appearsd no lkelilwod of the
Britich force in the Baghdad srea being incressed bevind one
ciavalry und elght infantry divisions, for which the commiuni=
ciations, exiating or under construction, alresdy sufficed.

At the end of March, 1818, the following milways were in
RSt 1-

Plasia .,""L'I.'\-Jri:ful. (miclre gange)
Basra-Atmara freire gauge)
Kui-Baghdad (metre gange),
Baghdad-Bagoba (metre-gange).
Baguba-Jabal Hamrin (2 ft, 6 in. gauge, under conversion
o melte gaige).
hdad-Samorra (standard  gauge).
Baghdad-1thibban (standard gauge).
Sumnika~Sadiva (2 ft. 60, gmige).
Baghdad-Mufrake | Decauville),

In addition & didrvey wis being made for a meétre gavge
extension from the Jabal Hamrin to Qiel Ribat; and a
siandard gaope line from Baghdad to Hilla was under
constriction.
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CHAFTER XLI.

APRIL AND MAY, 1918 CFERATIONS IN KURDISTAY AND
ARBANGEMENTS TO COUNTER THE TURCO-GRENMAN THREERS
BEEYOSD OUR NOETHERN FLANK
(siars 3, 40 AND 41},

FAVY rminstorme and prales ]‘lrl".':l:il.-|| ||:|.‘||11|,1.:'|r_.ur_ ,l,_ﬂ
and these did smueh damaes amd canssd n{-n_chlmm
interraption 1o all pgr commungcations.  As fur g .'l-'[l_-.l:lp'jtm
proper was cencerned this was of no great military consequens
as we had no desite 1o andetinke any extensive opernfions
there, while the Turks were incapable of doing s0.*  Buaf the
bad weather added EreRtiy to our iiifficulties in COpng wilk
the thieat caused by the Turco-German movements (iwms
the Caucasus nnd Permia. For it .'ull.l_[!'E:t.'li the movenens af
even small partis along the ropd to Hamaden, where, i
addition 1o the noturnl difficubties and bed condition of
the muate, the disntancs were copsiderables
(On the 1st April the War Office fssued mstroctions that
HM. Government hoad decided, for political rezsomns, thal

[sfahan, at any mte for the time being, and that (eenoml
Dunsterville was to take any opportunity of proceeding, with
even A few officers, 1o Lils

By this time it seemed Lkely that the Bolsheviks in i
Catcosms, who were alarmed ot the attiuds I:E.'-.ill.l.:l.‘l!lil Ifr}f il
Georgians towards the Germans and by the Tortars and othe
Mahomeduns towsrds the Turks and who were E:!D:‘..L‘-ﬂ;‘il.-mﬂy
beginning to co-operite with the Armenians to resist o Tume
Lrermii nrr'urlat;in;ln. n1|,'-_{|'” b Jezm nchined to l'l-bjm'_l o o
intervention. It was doubtful, however, if this would ot be
oo Ixte, as Enemy agenis and relessed F!l!'i.-'ﬂ'll'""ﬁ of witr had
obtained o good start, Turkish troops were entering the country
and there sesmed little hivpe of réconciling the acute difierences
among the locil inhabifants

Ome factor in our favour was that the Jangalis had quarrellal
with ol been driven out of Apidebl]l snd Astara l!:lu' tho SEmh
Sawan tribe, who inhabiied ithe orea betwoen Tibriz
Ardebil. Elsewhere in Persia the sitnotion still gave cose

e —

* For both: combatants, Syria was by this time the decive taste o
spmrntions

Ceemeral Sykes' troope in South Persia should not advinos i
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FERSIAN SITUATION 144

for anxiety, In March, HM. Govemment had sent a note
asking the Persian Government for thelr eo-operation in
maintumng the neutrality of their country—the recognition
of whose complete mdependence HM, Government re-
affirmed—offering them financial assistance and . requesting
that the South Persia Bifles shouold be Il.th:il.l.}wl-l.'-l.'l;l{i.‘(.‘ 5 the
Persian foree it was® At the beginning of April, actunted
apparently by the success ol the recent German offensive in
France, the Persian Government replied rmejecting all the
proposals msde, save that of fOnancial essistance, amd des
nostneing the South Pemin Rifles as o foreign force. At the
sAlE Cimes lih"_h' I1'||h'|'i|.11|~|1 1'|-|.|'r|'| nolis. [n Hnrr_h T—",:-rﬁi'i ';h-n.
harminl risulits were mitigabed to a4 preat eixtent h:,' thie
favourble mpression which the comduct of our officers and
men and our famine relief measures had made on the general
public ; bot in Soulh Persia Gepsrel Sykes and his officers
ut once began to spcounter growing oppoaition, which oul-
mimated o Moy in the investment of the force in Shing by
tribes who declared that they were acting under the onders of
thie Persinn Govermmaont

The security of the Qasr<-Shino-Homadan road had
become an all-dmportant question. For wome fime past
Kifin had been o centre for Genman and Torlaosh mingnes
amang the tobes- inhabiting the Persinn border and mress
adfoining this mad. Consequently General Marshall came I
o the conclusion that it would be advisable to drive the |
Turks out of the Tur Khurmati-Eifn-Oam Tepe wrea and
tp hold the twe fonoer places with his own toope.  Un
the Znd April hestarted the discosaon of pluns for this opera-
tinn with Gemernd Egerton, eommundmg the 11lrd Corpa

Diaring Apal, General Tunsterville was occupeed o miin-
taining  frendly relations with the lecal mbabitants-
including famine relied work—in the collection of intelhigence,
in the purchase of local supphics, and in making sech other
arranpenients as were possible tosafeguand his Hoe of come-
mundcations and to hinder epemy peteiration mis Persia.
Agroements were come Lo between Colonel Keonniem, British
Congul ot Kermasshah, and the local tribes to guoand the
poadd feam Qasr-i-Shirin to Asadabad, while General Dunster-
ville began to raise lovies at Hamadan to secure 1he remaining
portion. General Dunsterville also made plans for organising

= With the changs of Govemment in Persia woon molhs previooly thers
el adiis Teten 8 eliange of artitode foeards this joeoe.
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144 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

||1'|'-I|;I;|]j,|_[' foroess, wrder British leaders, frmom Che H1r_rr15 M
pilier warlike tribes inhabiting the areas along the peu bk
Turkich lines of advines, The bad wenther hintdered ihe deg
patch of reinforcements from Masopotamia, but during the
, month General Dunsterville was joined ot Hamadag a
toinl of 35 British afficers and 40 Batish other ranks for I:[ymr

with his Mission, by one squadron [4ih Hoszars and these
armotired ears of the Bt Light Armoorced Motor “‘"'“"T-
As the month passed, the enemy's intentions became
clearer. It was learnt that in March a military mission unds

I; Nuri Pasha {brother of Eover] had left Turkey for (he
I Capcases to organiss there, with German support, a8 forceg)
| locnl Mohomedans* to fght the Armeniamns and Bokhevils

and gradually to ocoupy Persjan Aserbaijon. This latier
movemont was ostensibly to cover the enemy operationsis
the Cancasus, but was actually intended as o first step townnds
metration into Persin. On the 15th Apnl the Turks oocnped
tum, whenee at thig time their line ran roughly seuthe
westwand via Ardahan and east of Sankamish to o paing
near Lake Van, On this front, where their foroe wias estimated
at about six divisions with a total strength of some 25,000
combatants, the only opposition to their advance was lom
the Armenians who were ailikely to be able 1o withstand
thinn for long,  Later in the month the Turls coptured Ko
and small bodies of their troops were reported as haviag
ntered Pemian Azerbaijan in o movement evidently coms
virging an Tabriz from the north-west, west and south-west
A Turkish division was said to be advancing against Unma
| from the northward, in co-operation with a force of somé
2500 troops detached from the Turkish Sixth Army o
Mesopotamin via Ruwandiz ; and in this ares o body of
Assyrinns and other Chrstianst wias said to be offering &
stubbom resistance to the Turkish advance. In their advanes
on Pertipn Agerbaijan vin Urmia, the Turks were tryvisg
| to gain the co-operation of the Kuords and other warliks
1 tribes in this area, i, the same clements which Genuml
|
r
i
I
|

Punstorville was recikoning < bo opposs the Turkmh advanée
The eitoation n Tram-Councazia was chaotie, The B
| Government, which still kept nominnl conirol, declared the

'“'llfl'lll- s the soepallpd  Jabom Army,” of which reporis begun bo ek
i May.
f The guinme term ol " felus,’ l.Fl:l['!,'l.u‘ tn ihe warnnm Christas ﬂ

18 sy prea, was weed (B the mports of the period | snd Usls nesst
imre will e I3llowed m the ansniEg AAfTative.
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GERMAN INTENTIONS |45 !

tidependence of the Republic on the 32nd Aprll and trisd (o
re-opon negotiations with Torkey, bot Turkish troops con-
tinued to advance eastward. [t was clear that the Georgians
MEArE Lo e To 8 sepamte ggreement with Germany, that ths
Matwmedins, FI":'l".|[th|._1 ol support ol the .ﬁ.rm:-l'l':uni and |
largely under enemy influcnce, wers stronghy anti-British, and
that our only chince of elioctive intervention lay In an |
arrangemien! with ths Armesions and Bolshoviks, . Having
regard to our attituds towards the Toys] slements in Russia,
an agreement with the Holsheviks would not be ensy. Bt
the way seemed clearsr when, in the middle of April, the
Bolsheviks requested British assistance in recrganising the

| Ripsian Black Sea floet ; o request which was due apparently to
| the virtual annexation of the Ukraine by Germany and a German
[ advanoe towards the Cnmea.  On the [st May the Gormans
. eccupiel Sevastopol and seiped part of the Russian Black Sea
| fieet.  Besides giving Germany control over thi greater part

¢f the Black Sea littoral, this movement would open to her
the muin railway from Eoropean Russin to Baku along the
| north of the Coucasus range; where loyal Husion dlomonts
(Al were =til]l holding out with French support aguinst both
I Bolshevism and Germmny, The whole aiuation was thus
| cxtraordinanly complicated.
i By German influence, however, Turkey was brought to
[ iccopt the policy of concluding peace with Cw=0orgia  and
Armenia, und Germanand Turddeh dslegates arrived at Batom
| an (e Gty Mav o condoct the nerotiations.
i The enemy dispositions in Mesopotamis during Apel
| pppearsd (o be Wtile changed, On the Euphroates, where we
had effectually st pped, for the tbne being, any idea of an
enemy offensive by the destrection of his advanced depots of
smimunitton aod stores. sl Tarkesh dit oclomirits 1'-----rr||I|im‘.
Anh aml Hoditha towands the end of el it there wers
I ni Gther signs of coming activity. The XYIII Corps on: the
Lipria sfill held positions at and above Fat-ta; oo the PP
of the X111 Corps, whose headquarters were at Kirkok, werd
widely scattered to the east and south-east of Mosul, being
bedieved to be generally disposed as follows.®  The beadquarters
i of the Bl [ivision was located nt Erbll and doring the month
part of it (apparently incloding port or all of the 18ih and
22l Begiments) was belleved (o bave moved from Moaul to
Buwandis ; while the 18th Regunent, with thoes o four

* Sew Map 36,
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|46 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESUPOTAMIA

fronticr battalions, was a1 Sulamamya and near the Pendey
frontier abiiit ":-.IIJI-::.-." Plane, Penjwin wid ||---|"'|‘a_l'1 LG ™
anid Division, whose headguaries with a battaliocn and 'ii.ﬂ
s were at of near Tuz Wharmath, a battalion was belizved
?.-. be at Taudy, wmnolber battalion with two guns at Al larsii,
o cuvialey -.r':_:--.“.u-:'.. 1 bocttalion ||_'-- '|I'-'_'--:--.'s'_1| RLTEAT |
company at Kifrl, and a covalry squadron, four battnSons
and «leven gom in the pnitghbourhood of Charm Deps Vhm
were no indicatione of any reinforcements being sent W
Mesopotamia und it was unlikely that the Turie woald diven
anv trom Svria.  Relinble information had becti received thag
the Turkish railbend was still west of Nisibin el that woee
harl censed on pallwiy extension owing to lack of mateeisl
The Tiurks were also koown to be sulfening from rmids on’ thes
tinss of eommmundention by Arabe and Yeos | and thors:
confirmation from several sounces that thetr men weps b i
lq-,|r levet of clothing, on kil terms with the {sermans
hiiriily sck - of the ward Moreover, deserters were sl
caming in to 1 regularly, the total pomber during Aprid iy
about twa hundred

Genern] Eperton, who was placed in command of the coming
operitions in the Tux Khurmathi-Cara Tepe are. J-=L1|.~|!_|:H
orders an the 120th Aprl, in conformity with the pian decided
on botween Grooemal Marshail imd Homieel This :'rl..'ll'I, whilie
simulating & converging attack wpon (hrn Tepe mnd Rl
really aimed at striking st Abu Gharait nnd Tor Khimmns
I | 50 5 10 cut off and distroy any foree 1o the east ATl okt
| of these places
| Foor colummns——bermed A, B (zobdivtded into B and H.‘.:.‘]-,

G and Dé==were orpamsed for the porpose.  Bomzng mater

e Ty =

it i A s e o S

=

|

] * Abpirl seyedly mils sori-enst of SoEimaniys
¥ 1w Wtter weritles By o German oficar tn MeeepsylaEmia m Trelw=ary iR
aid cistured T i om this Westorn Front, the conlitim of (e Tietkisk sy

|
|
1
|
|' win deactibed s bl thaf tbe wriler consldens] thal 1 we alvnnomd =
|

pp i tmbe Mlisan] wifBeis® clkfianiliy -
| POCLUNE A& (usder Geamrul Holand-Tryor. &th Cavalry l.!nndr]
Plat mnd S Cavabig EEEh  Sochine )
dich Cavabry Deigute o Soqusddron (s son secilion], Mo, 3 Flabd Treg
I I : Sappers amd Ml wil bt i
13k Hessars |
¥ih Cavalry Brigade Hiram Vibh Cavaity Brlgade
11 Fleld Treop, BIE )
|
1|

BALh and ame seethps Alsl Bt taries W F_& I:l'-lll'!f' I'l"'|'"‘! I‘

Antisanioratt Sectio | epecial mai snit tron 1tk Caslry g

| Wis, B woel 15 Ligivt Armonsse] Mot Tiatieries o Lihery Lowis s
| detachmint in Ay Ford wvans (18 rifls ol 8 Lews | .

11 nilimet imtrntive nnkia
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BRITISH CONCENTRATION 147

wiks B be carried with sach column anil, s 1]:.:.1_..-' woritld be
operating for consddermble distances from mithead aver o wids
and difficult ared, daborate arrangements for their spply wirs
imuiile, necesitating the use of some 1,300 mechanical PRt
vans for Uslumms A, B and C and of o further 100 vans for
Colomn LY,  Six wrroplanes each wores allotted bo Columps A
andl W, thiee each 1o Columms C and D, and g farther two
ights for such general assbtamoe o3 might bo PECESEATY,
The British !.I'rL'EI:I.IJI:IL.I.!l' MV ITENTS Wele Scawa |'lf|a,j,.'4.-.|_|
by heavy min, but by the 20th Apnl the columns hod cop-
centeated s follows :—Lolumn C at Mirjunn on the Divala,
Colomns A and B near Deli Abbax and’ betivass that place
anr] rl:ll"' [ﬂ'...’ll Huwmrin, and | ol I o Satha on il Arthaim,
Great came had been tiken fo mudninin seerecy aml the Torks
:lp|'l-'.l.:|'1| i be [n lrnoronee of the Lopending attack

Ihe strengih of the Turkish 2nd Thvison units. whose
general  dispesitions  hove almeady been fven, in ihe Tuoe
Eluirnatli-Abuy Lalsnrmib-Crarn |;---|.. hifn area wis cstimated

it JOd} sabres, 2000 fifes and 23 pund, thelr peprest reinforoe
ment—a battalion of about 350 rifes—n g ot Taog, twenty
miliz porib-wist of Tuz Rhurmatli

The movements of the vadove British columme from the
24tk 1o the 3Tth Aprl were 1 be sz fellbws Colummn A

CORLUTME 10 fimder Genersl Cayley. TH5h Diviskon
B

130 Cavnlei How theee spunadneg ;. ISRt and ooe secbion BHE T IABET,
N.F.A one mecthon SRth Mooesain Bettery | Np, 820 Anfhoatrers i
aection , obe sction Tlat Company. HE ; 8tk thinotoy Frigedn (e
feh Souih Laneashien and ane seetiom mechine T Sompany| 1
Porynl Worwickshire, (sam 3Fb Bripads : Linfl comoomy &6 Weich
Fiomwery 1060 Divistooa] Cwling Company |  dide section 370w
Maskine Gan Comphsy ; aol adismnptrtive wnbbs

N
Adlvamos] Hasdgwiriom 190h Divisson @ Gis st L9 Cag :
Bk Birignads, H.F A [less oie battery asdl sme ooris m v SRR Siage
Hattery, Bors=draws | P65 Mouniain Hariesv [hr=m  twe Hf““’ﬂllr;
dlinky ?I'I‘llI:IFF!.' Bngnde . 74 Ghucesterskirs” from 9th . Brgais ©
ai-drd Mrchine aum Lomipieny [less ome sortionl , wne seoting, s
Tlat ] Mt Laempanies, el hal vompeiny S Weldh Piooesmy |
anid aclmElatrative ymita
COLUMN O [undsr Geninrs] Marbicklan, $Tih nfamire Fedsdal
Headnnariem 37t Detantry Brignde, witi thie B !'-'l_:rl'l:-TL E2ne] Poiijaiss
w=] kall Mo, 147 Maching Gen Compmoy | obe sgisdion Mt Hoaas
Pl yuarters 13th Fragulo, HoF A with S41) Bmd (O 8048 Natierls i
Siith Heavy Dudtery, BLEGA nie secition Ko I8 Light Armboisil
Muicr Bsttary ;. i8E Company, Sappeme aml s o admiihis.
RTETEWE s
COLVUMN D funder (heiaril Morton, Teb € avalry Bl
feh Lancers | © W © Bariery, ILHAL | ooe sectibn Mo, 14 Light Armomisd
Mertor Battery | and silzibistrative unii
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14 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

| advancing northward vie Al Laila was, on the Dth, 1
[ gurprse and destroy i Turkish foeee ot Tue Khormath asd
Yunija Buyuk, Loluron . whidch was oot to advence from
the Divali till the 26th, wes to close on Lar Tepe on the
a7ih andd hold the enemy 0 Qs position thers, while Colums
B2 laving advanced viag Narin Edpro, was to be dispossd
50 ik 1D PrEV il Plig EpETmy wilhdrmawme 1o il |:“|||1I-"|-FHI_
| from Qard Tepe, LU ghie beft, Columm D was o denionisire
| against Abu Ghamib o as 0 induce the Turkish force theme
to oocupyy its positions on the Jabal Haumrin facing south and
thus epahle Colomn Bl to surprise and destroy i by i
[ advance from Ume Muidin early on the Ifth,
By evening of the 26th April General Egerion’s culnmns kad
reached the following positions :
General Egerton's headguarters—Ain Laila,
Column C—Sadda,
Column B.2—XNarin Kopri,®
Column B, 1—Vimr Makdan {accumpanird by a detachment
gnder Colond Crocker, 8th Cheshive, from B2,
Column A —Three to six mile: north of Tmr Maidan®
Colume D—In coptact with the cnemy anth of Aba
Laliirag iy,

O thes morming of the 26th an air report indicated somi aeny
I withdmwal towards Kifn from (hara Lepe But later peports
I showed no signs of any genstal Turldsh rerroprads moversE.
I and Coluymn A anly encomniered small enemy ]1L'|1T".It'.‘ a'IFﬂIH
1 | ithe dmy
| |
|
|

{ [umng the ndght of th Witk 27th, the difierent colomos,

j FXPETITCITi diffculty owing 1o the squally and nmmy wiathet,

advaneed in the following directions—Column L on ara Tept

' Colurmn B.2 on Umr Maidin, Colonel Crockes's detachment 68

Aba Alig, Cebamn A on Tuz Khurmati und  Column B

towards Abu Gharaib, The move of Calonel Crocker's dirtack

|| ment wig inteided o bead off any encmy withdrawal to the
{ | portl-wistward  from Cam Tepe grnd Column 1 wos s
attack, in co-operation with Column 1D, th 41w (sharsb
detachment at 6 am. on the Z7th.  But dunng the night
Turks withulrow rapidly from (ura Tepe tow sreke Kifr and from

|
il Ak Glharalh tewsrds Tue Khurmathi© and on the mo
| . —
|

o Cotumn B oonatrocted & lemige scmss Lhe Narm at Surin Kiipa el
Calums A consbmctsd o bridpn seross the Lesser BNatt ot 5 poant il Lk
mmiles poril of Timr Maden, wheees & ek el aorth-eos el o Houlswatd
and Tus Hbhormatii.
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SOUTHERN KURDISTAN 148

of the 27th April, our troope occupied Oam Tepe, . Abg Alig
und Abu Gharuib without opposition, Colunm B 2 reached a
point about four miles porth-west of Umr Maidan @ and
Column A, having experienced  difficulty in traversing the
waterlngged area and m crossiig & series of ravines, arrived
at n point abomt ten miles south of Kulowand by daybrealk *

A grout part of the comntry over which these opemtions
were being carried out was a feriile undalating platean lyin
about & thowsaml feet above sea level amd intersected by only
o fow low ridges (averaiging two to three hundred feet in heighy)
uniil it merged info the hilly and mivantains to the sorthward,
It wesks weell weatesed by streatns, flowing in some pfnu‘# 'I‘J'LI'-D]JF]]
doop ravines and in others through ground which quickly
beciime swampy and difficalt after rain. At this pertod, mich
al the area was coversd with leng stretches of clowoer wild oats
and barley and with magmficent crops of cotn, oot guite ripe
while the vivid green of the landscape wes besprinkled with
patches of white daisies, scarlet poppics and other flowers
recalling an English June,  For officers and men, the change
from the Mesopotamian plain was very pleasant, enhanded
as it was by the cooliess of a late season; and the animals
revelled] in the s nddidl Erosing It was clear that the iss- ol
thiks fertile district, just before the harvest, would be very serions
for the badly b enemy,

After a short halt st dawn on the 2rth April, Column A
continued its northesrd advance [coverod by o wide screen
aof the 134h Huossars boits front and |::}' il 14'!H::||]r\-:m fLafa' i T | FH\.':IIT_I'.'
Iu.p1|11'|.|. Ui, R = 1'iJ..'|I| tii ot bhe l:'ll;.ll'J[ﬂl. llr||' :|.|r||'|.'I I!'|1i.-
Kifri-Tuz Khormatli road) till, abput 815 pm,, when, about
five miles south of Kulawand, it came wnder hostile shell-fire
from the porth-west and halied.  Eeconnsbssance in that
direction dizclosed about Bty Turlesh ipdpntry with one gan,
evidently the roar guard of the Aba Gharaib detachment
and about the same time an air eport was received which
stated that the enemy, some 600 strong, was holding a position
covering Kulawand.§

Gieneral Hollaod-Pryor diceoted the 13th Hussars, supported
an ibeir Aght by the 2181 Cavaley, to advanee Elrﬂi.!.{h'[ on this
position, the 22nd Cavalry with the artillery lind machine gins
to follow in support on the left rear of the Hussars, and the
light srmasoed motor batteries with the Lewis gun detachment

& Senerien wus aboat 5806 m b Beo Mop 40,
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156 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

in Foad vans to work round the enemy’s right. As soon as the
Hugears' advance had compelied the ensmny to disclose les
poeition, the eas alry was fo take ground fo s ledt and-atiode
the enemy on his right mear

1t was found impessible, however, 1o ascertan the ensmy'y
| |1|-'.-|'|.|-..'|1|r|r_-\. H T-"J'-'Irl.Li.""-:“- % [he de [t AV and IE||.|_|
! water courmes cleve 1j:.-.:'.-||- prved into trenchiess, winich -'|'-||'|‘|:|_g-|1.uj_
| a position made over i year previously by Lrerman enginmm;
I: l wore so overgrown with high grass that they were nvisibie
1 fromm any distance ; and our abrmnen were unable §o ses g
| LhiEy were __'||.|.|q,il.d,|,-'-. wire. an alpwoat fatal obstocle tonmounted
| attack. Morcover, immediately to the south-west of the positieg
i lurge swamj, ko which eavalry homes sunk nesrly up o tleekr
ks, prevented ithe outflanking advance of the armoarsd
sirs and the Lewis gun detnchment

According 1o roporis fmm our armen the treviche: appeanid
to be unoconpied, Bot this prow d tn be incorrect, a8 &
.1.r|;|:|.||.|_r'.|_|:j1|r| h'l.' 1k l:':‘l:l Hirssmrs -|=-|J- -:-Il- { :.'.'.1“:'?.' Wil
abruptly chicked by rifle fire, which disclosed the rmemys
]|||=.':qu-_-| it about ol adn General  Hollund-Pryar then
decided to work round to the Torkdsh fght rear and attace
from  that directinn.  Meanwitle, however, chomy Toops
showed signs of moving forwand from Tuz Khormath ini @
squaclron 19th Hosan was detached to hold them off The
remtdnder of the 13tk Hpsars amd the Zlsi Cavalry. weie
wilbdrawn from the front and posbed powpd with the 22

| Cavalry o the north-westwand, skirting tha marzh ; and the
{ rung, machine gun squadron snd Lewis gun detachment took
| up positions to the south and south-southi-west of Kulawnnd
By about 1230 pm, the cavalry regunents wors i B COCTVE
ling facing maghly north-sast the End Cavahy on the right

| facing Kulowand villuge. the 2lst Covalry in the centrs
1| the 13th Hussars on the left ; and the attack started. Under
! | the eficctive cover of a creeping barrage pul down by o6
ll ’ artillery and of onr machine gun fire and essisted by the bombe
' and fire from our aeroplanes flying low, the cavalry merved
| ' forward at & walk and trot over sbout two miles of very heavy
| COERTTrY. [ Ty “nal]}' ||r|,l_.-1 Wito il r_:iJJ.l;1 when five ]JUJu.led

| yards from the enemy,

I Many of the Torkish infantry left their trenches to meet fhiis
Hi attack and ran out to hold @ dry watercousse, whence they
i oprned A rapid but badly directed fire and where they wei
nidclen over hy our cavalry, whe did constderabln execvtng
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BRITISH CAVALRY SUCCESS 151

with their swords®  The result was an immediate and decisive
sucoess for the British A great many of the Turks escaped
into the lalls to the north, as the ground in that direction wis
very broken and intemsected by small walercourses,. But a
considerable  pumber sere acoommied for, 150 o500 being
kilbed (ipcluding twe battalion commmandens) aml 565 taken
prisoner, A modfteln gun and copsiderable booty were nlao
taken. Most, if not all, of the prissnirs beloaged to the 5ih
Hopment, which—lscated proviomly to the sorthward of
i Teps—was retiring on Tux Khormatd

Immmedintely alter the position had been captored, the
armnoured cam and Lewis gun détichment were sent adong the
poard towards Kifri, where fhey captured 8 few prsoners,
Grimeral Holland-Pryor, who had received orders o take Tz
Khormath after Kulawand, récomnoitred (owards that place;
biat his advanced  troups came under artiflery e 05 they
amived  within minge and it ‘was seen that the hills wers
siroagly héld by Tackish inlandry I wis obviously i |
posaibde for | i A o cnsss Uie o] edose piv Toe @ 5l wos
then 4 pome, and the colomn had been operating and marching
gince midnight. To make the long detour nbcessary to eross
by & lomver fonid. setmsd ||l1!-'|i-;|-'1':rr toy forther the E_I'l|r'r'.ll. ;||ur| o
erparationg ; as 1t might have led to the Torks slipping sway
durimge the night or, §f they were [n foree, to a8 cheok OF revemse
which would bring in the Iocal Arabs amd Kurds aeadnst us.
Crenerul Hollund-Pryor eonsequently pretended to withdras his
force as the best mesns of indocng the Turks to romain in ther
posithons: a4t Tuz, But he actoally made o sounter-march
anil his eolumin bivouscked that night foar miles o thes south
ol Kulowund, its casualtles for the day having totalled only
L4 men and SE horses

In the meantume, Column C had i11:.11|-|f|. an townrsls Kafr,
qmirr l.:rllm fram  Uemeral l".iil-'!lln'.. hj'-'-lllél."r.'.il'lg 0] L:IIF
night at Chaman Kopei  In the afternoon General Egerton
issand orders placng Colomn & and both poriions of Colomn B
under General Cayley's orders for operitions against the
enemy abort Tus Khurmatlh, Column © was to oocupy Kifr
ns oarly as possible and Column D, transfermng its ammotred
gars (o Codumn H. 1, wms o remain ot Aby Geharaly,

Kifri was occupied by Column C early on the 28th Apnl
without opposition.  Seventy sick Turks were  captured

* It I rulated thal nn Fadan officer of the 3lat Cavalry clarged @
Tuarkish offmr, who waa bombing cer mmen, sod Gmk ks bead clmn of
ikl auis wteokn (oot Soms an the nght)
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ihere and the coal mines were found to have been Hooded
[ the enemy, buot were otherwise ondamaged. Duringe (ks
| night of the 27th/28th, Column B2 closed up t0 & polat vy
| mtles south of Kulowani.®
| Freceded by twi stmmng detechments, sent out before damn
b peconmritre Tue Khurmaili and the Khasradala ford a5 ihs
| Aq Su :c-bfu'r.h'.-'l:h,:, Column A started to advance Borile-bets
ward at 630 am. on the 28th April. At 10 am, General
Holland-Pryor established his beadguarters four miles west
| ol Kulawzpd where he was joined, first by General Cayley
and then by General Egerton.  The detachment sent 8
recomnoitre Tuz Khurmatli, consisting of two squddoons
13th Hussars with some armoured cars, lound the enemy in
cccupation of the trenches south of that place ; md
these two squadrons remained in clese contact with the
enemy for the rest of the day. The detachment of two squad-
rons 216t Cavilry sent to the Khasradala ford reached f
without opposition al 9 sm. | and one squadron crostug
there oocupied a knoll one and & hal mifes 1o fts ol
Meanwhile the 21st Cavalry (léss two squadrons), =i
B am. to move on Yanija Buyuk, had foumd thut it was hald
strongly by the enemy
As the result of the discosston af Ceenerml “rl.'l]ll.lnli-n'jl\'.'l'll-
hguﬂquar!rr-;_ it was decided thit Column A should E.‘Iﬂili‘h'
Ag Su by the Khasradala ford so as 1o get behind the ¢
and cat bim off from Tang. By noon Column B.1, which
left Abu Gharaib at 5 am., had reached a point six mils
west of Kuluwwand | and Column B.2 was to start again in the
afternoon for Kulawund.§ '
The bulk of Column A copcentrated at Khasmidala
3 p.m., but had to halt there while the ford was made
for the wheeled trafic. Enemy guns (betweon Tus Bhommath
and Yanija Boyuk) shelled the ford throughout the altermeos
and evening . and in the afterncon the guns from Genpril
| O'Dowdn's Coluinn R.l. 1:r:r.n.-1'.|:|.:_: fmrward to aupport Colums
A came mto acticon aboist two miles south of "I'.I].I.'I!ij':ﬂ- Eﬂj‘ﬂk
= the 290 April, & sanall solumm sadvr Liwieaani-Cubmel . DRGS
troop 1dth Haosears one section Bth Fisld Hattery, ome section SN
wchise Gun Company, ome compssy 82nd Popjabis and 100 soestel
Eragelarn under the ocal Political oificer] left Fhesigin and, o lhe
tha iplsntsy crnmed the Uyala, m penbcoms with gmuch diffealty, 3f e
dlrectly lwtwesn Khanigin and Kir. Mo opgesition wes ehossn
the enermy had svacoeied bis t in thal srea ) and the oplesn
bmile st W hamigm on the Pheh e rrregulsm had givon aaebil aasiatunce s

i loen] mnbhabrtonty had beed Breeedly ;
1 I ernatied the vicimity of that place aiter dash, sngael boeim g ey 0

BRITISH
ANV HEN

V4o Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
http://www.qdl.qa/Ax: »/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x0000¢4 :adll ki 4i8a o o)




>

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

-t

bl 1) B 8 Alaad) Ay Bilig ) 13l (g ) qjal) g "
(O£ +/V47) [597] "IV alaall V4VAN 4 ¢

Eipls Dibvlsbesn) senr Tad Bloasdeieth

Peitimly irilamtey

BRITISH
ANV HEN

AR

i e o Sa dmd ) L Ga [OR/L/MIL/A7/15/66/4 g 54l
http://www.qdl.qa/As »/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x0000C5 sl ki ifka e o e




>

atihgll g adixa
Qatar National Library

Oad) AM&M‘ oy 3G9 ANl g sl G adl Faa"
(96 +/V4Y) [BA1] IV daall N 4VAN SN ¢

BRITISH
AYVHEN

yay s ik f Sa Aad ) 1l s IOR/LMIL/A7/15/66/4 g ol
http://www.qdl.ga/4x: »ll/archive/81055/vdc_100049244984.0x0000C6 dmd il ki 458 o (el




>

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

) ) Dy B Aaad) Ayan ) (3l ) 1) (g Sl Q) gy "

(O£ +/VAA) [59V] "IV alaall V4VA-Y 4N €

BRITISH OPERATION ORDERS 153

From here they registered the Torkish gun positions with a
view Lo operations next moming, Tharing the day, our
aeroplanes, mesting with no opposition in the air, peconnoitred
aciively, besides bombing and firing with thotr machine gus
vn all enemy troops observed From thelr reconnuissance
and that of the cavalry, General Cayley guthered that enemy
guos wore i pesition sewr Yanijs Buvuk and north-east of
Puz Khormatli and thst his infantry and machine guns were
covering the Aq Su omssing south of Tae kbmrmatli frmm
trenches an the right bank,

At 5.25 p.m. General Cayley fasued the fll1h}1.l'ln:|{ orer
" Legtieral F:m; tormormow s operations is for Columno: A
to-pet astride Tuz-Taug road by 5w, 4ih Brigade
by 5 nm. to be at & prtnt mbodil (who miles - porth of
Kulawand® and sttack northwirds Column Bl
b am. to be across the Aq S porih of Khasradala®
whenee attack will be made on Yanha and Ter  Column
A will report tume Lo T.'mq moads  will e repelied
on recerpt of which information definite orders will be
sied, It i probable that four battalions Turks are still
in Tuz. Khasradala ford is now in oor hands, ™

At 845 pm. General Cavley's heodquarters received a
telephone message from Column A, which was mmderstood to
mezn that the cavalry were already roughly on a line from the
Aq Su, just west of Yanija Buyuk, north-sestwards astride
the Taz-Tauq roads 1o the hills. In point of fact, the cavalry
wore not yel on this et But, in the beliel that they were
and that Yanija Buyuk had been evacoated by the etietny,
General Cayley at once modified his previousinstructions, saying
that the only route of escape for the Turks was the track
leading north-eastward from Tus, The 40th Brigade was by
Som tobenta prsint shout o mile wieth of the left bank of
the Aq 5o opposite Tuz, baving pushed ane of ts battalions
during the night through the Naft Dagh 1o reach and block
as early as possible next morning the routes leading north-
east ont of Tuz; and Colupn B.1 was to be 2t Yanija Boyuk
at 5a.m.

As these instructions were being issued, however, a report
came In from Column B.] that their 12th Cavalry patrols
had been fired on heavily at dusk from Yanija Buyuk : and

* In the scteal order these pojsls were denoted by map squane celerence
b1t is II1.I.'|'-\'_H|]|||'.|_ Iram the avnilabis teconds, 1o explnin the misis ks,
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154 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

B WOTTngE was-senk to the 40k Brygoade that the encmy mighis
posei by be holding trenches south ol the Aq Su.

At 10 pom, on the 5t ApT, e ral Cayley's tromm wey
dianosed a8 follows. ©m the right about Kulawand were the
8th and Jdth Light Armoured Motos Battcrien, the Lewis pm
detacliment n Fonl van {all from Lanlpmn Al wmd '-l“'l"ﬂ'ﬂl
Lewin's 4ith Brigade grmup, ie., Colmmn B2 (halfsousben
iZ2th Covalry, 8bth Brgade REA, L BASE and o
secilon B0th Butteres, ong ssciion 384th Siege Hattery, 96t
Weomtuin Battery less two sections, 40th [odantry Briguls
andl 79k Machine G Commpany less one section),  Tle juy
squadrons 13th Hussars in comtact with the enemy siith of
Tuz el withdmwn at dosk ; bit thsy (Ehsd to find the
cavalry brigade wnd at 11 pm joined Lolumn B0 Abogt
two mtkes weat of Kulawand werne Crenern] Cayley's headquarim
with half p squadron 12th Cavalry, one section 715t Company,
R.E., hatf company Sth Wielch Plomesrs and the TEh Lalogocesters
shiire, the kst mamed unit being voder ordem 1o jain Geheml
i Dowda’s group, Le., Column B.1.  The feld ariillery of dus
cobumit (B/A%th anil vne section Gth Batteries] wan in podtion
about two miles somth of Yamijs Buyuk, while the remuisdst
(18th Cavalry, less thns guadrons ; one section Tt Loam !
R.E : onesection 26th Moumntain Battery | section 1th %
Armoureil Motor Hattiery G8ih Inlamtry Brigads, sz
Ganth Lansashire il one machine gun section | haki e i
' Bih Welch Pioneers ; 15th Division Cychst Company and pos
section 273rd Machine Gun Comnpany] were about sis’mikes
west of Kntawand imd thres miles south of Khasmdala el
Hollund-Pryvor with the headqguarters of Column A undl. 308
squadron #2nd Cavalry wis at Khasradala. His troops had
beron 1o Lriiverss the ford about 530 pom,, wal by dark B 66eh
Hattery, R.F A., 3th Hussars less two squadions, <1t Cavalry,
. Zond Cuvalry Jess one squadron, with a machine gin seetis
1 attached (o cach cavalry regiment, had crossed with orden t
| take up the following line :  the battery to taks up & psitio
about two rmiles west aof Till'l-{ii Buyak, the 13th Husurs W
| | hobd o line about one and 3 half miles long northward from het
, Aq Su st Yanija Buynk, the 21st Cavalry 1o prolong fhis fine
| northward to Yanlja Kochuk and the sl {..'l"-'n.IJ'.r_'.-' to fama

eordem (rom there north-castward to the hills. At 10 pom. G
| 19th Hussars were halted westward of Yanijn Buyuk, han
encountered sharp fire from thut place, and the 215t amd
Cavalry were wating al the knoll one and a holl miles nordied
the Khasradula ford for the moon to s
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PROGIKESS (F BRITISH ATTACK 155

At 10358 pm. General Cayley isuved orders that after Toz
was ocomed Colomm A was to send amoured cars to Tang,
and that two squadrons 12th Cavalry® and the divisional
eyelists under Lieutenant-Colonel Deane (128h Cavalry] were
to pursse the rnemy alomg the mad and through the hills
narih oof  Taz

AL TLIN) pon the 215t and 280d Cavalry, aodes Liettemunt-
Colonel L. A, G. Hanmer, 2lst Cavalry, moved forwards
towards Yontja Kuchok ; but, owing to the swampy ground
wrd froquent gadion chammels aml o having to make A
detonr abomit 1 am, to avoid o Torkizh post, they made very
slow progress. Reaching o knoll about two milsd to the
somth-westward of Yanijs Kvechonk ot 445 am. on the 93k,
the 2lst Cavalry halted to tale up it allotted line to the
emitward. The 22nd Cavilry continued nortl-eastward and
a5 iy broke came ander heavy maching gon and ‘gun five
from positions in the vidnity of Yanija Kechuk ; this cansed
the End o dismoond sl eogige i i foe action with, the
himitile machine gons Alwigd davhreak alio e 13t Higasiors
intll b pwor squndrons), sopeerted by the Bre ol B /G5th
Field Battery, engaged the ememy at Yenijn Buyuk

{n the Brtish npht the 8th Hoval Welch Fostliers,  sdth
i A |||'.'||- it --|1'1i|||| _-,;-.:I i e I::|l|t:. :..'fl.':lI]: '.'l-'|.nl.|.|:|l.|LII |:‘|-.|[I:-e-!|"l.-‘.
hal staried feom Kulpwand of 180 am, on the 25h April
with onders bo recommedtre the enomy. podfions astride the
Kifri road to the south of Tuz and, i these were hield by the
Tarks, i work ,,l]_:_ln,'..: the MNaft !_.'.J,',:_h 0 a8 1o tam the pos1tiom
arid; ewsntually, 1o oross the Ag 5o and eut off ensmy retnzat
v e noril-easiward, They were to be supporied Iy the
repnidinder of Genernl Lewin's group, leaving Rulawand ak
& nms

At 330 mom the lpading Funilier oMl pany foumd that the
treniched etride the roid were beld by the enemy; apparently
im s strengih : oand the next company, with the two
mdiiain goms, wis detnched to scdze the lugh ground to- the
north-cast, On spproaching the Jower slopes ol this ridge,
however, this company was driven back by heavy rifle and
machine gun firn; and the whole battalion fnally took up
a position in & watercouns closs, and patallel, 1 the road.
By this time {about 4.30 a.m.) the main body was approaching
and General Lewin at once ordeted his leading battalion (5th

* (oo wjtiadleca e with fsenerul O'Ivowda, and the half wjadrens wiil
Getirrald Caploy amil Lewin wars o jotn Colone] Deape sl Tus ie opporiuniiy
ird gl

BRITISH
AdvHan

Yo s gk fe Sa Tund 1L s [OR/LIMIL/A7/15/66/4 s el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244985.0x000001 4zl shad 45€a o (ya se!




>

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

bl 1) B 8 Alaad) Ay Bilig ) 13l (g ) qjal) g "
(O6+/Y 1) [BAA]."IV alaal) V4V AVAN €

= . —m
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Wiltshire) to melisve the pressune on the Frsaliers by gt uring

(1] the erest of the Nalt Dhgh to the north-rast, THus wiis
| gf pbout 5 wom withoot much dificulty, but the indhees
Il gdvance of the Wiltshire was checked by the fime: from an

enemy strong point, which crowne d & commanding feature of
the ridge, and h}- the fire from four guns and four machine 1
wildch coold oot at first b boncauted T |-|-‘|-"|'I':'I'| the “I]]um“'
out artillery came into action about 530 am und the 4k
South Walss Bonderers were pushed forward o the Wilisking
| left, with the result that the strong pont wes capiuared G
' | abont & am. and the ddge, op to the Ag Su, clemred of the
enemy by 8 aom,

In the Brtish pemtre, Geneml O'Dowda’s proup, lsss s
| feld arfillery® had left its bivouac at 1 am., to oros ke
| Ag Su. Having moved through s ford a mile to the west of

Khasradals, the main body commenced its advence on Yania
Buyuk at 4.45 swm, The leading ling of the infantry} i
right directed on the southemn eid of that village, consested of
the Bth King's Own (on the right) amil the 6th Loyal Nerth
Lanzshine © the 6ih Esst Lapeashire moved in mear of the
Morth Lapcmshire in resdiness to itllank the enemy from the
pnorth : and the 26th Mountain Battery sectibn firsd bepmreal
close suppart.  Abent 8 am. the infantry passed through the
13th Hussars, who were then withdrwn and sent by Genersl
Holland-Pryar to join the 2lst and 22nd Cavalry and getsss
astride the Tuz—Tang moads. When about 1500 yards from
E Yamija Buyuk, the Lancashin battalions began to come unaler
i conmderable rifle and machine gun fire and also some arillsgy
fire. But, with the efiective support of their own artiies
and of the well-directed fire of their machine gun ssctipns, thay,
pushed on steadily in good onder and captured the village snd
thres enemy guns, with only slight loss, before 7 a.m.

Geneml O'Boeada bad established his hl:ﬂ.rj-l.]ﬂn'-l-l'h'ﬁ ot the |
| knoll one and g kalf miles porth of the Khosradola ford, whenes
a good view was obtatnable. Here he wis joined, first by the
I2th Cavalry squadren and divisional cyelist company
Colare] Deanet and then by the 7th Gloucestershire, A1 7 am
{ Coldonel Deane's detachment moved north-castward with oples
| to clese any gap between the cavalry of Column A and the I S

* Tine artiblery eomvimed o gome - mis acticn @ iR porenie #

| south of Vamijpa Boyuk 3

| 1 Thea Savairy, o Fiihil'lll s armsmred e had been bult behisd, b v

| ey i fw 153 =
| mxﬂ‘l‘m ih Light Armoamd blster Hattory had been analis by cro B9
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BRITISH CAVALRY PURSUTT I57

of General O'Dowds’s infantry. The Gloncestershire wers
held back a5 a reserve.

The Lmmcishire battalions continoed to advance, their
supporting field drtillery soath of the Ag Su moving eastwmnnd
as necessary | and, pa the Ring's Own and North Lancashire
ciosed on Tof, the Eost Lancashire swong fopward on the lieft
of the line B0 as o provent the enemy metidng sorthwand,
Tue was captured af about 9a.m,, and a nomber of guns wnd
many prisoncss wore taken therd.

To retum (o the cavalry action oo the Britlsh loft  About
7A5am. the Turkish guns near Yanija Kuchuk suddomly
switohied their fire om to the 215t Cavalry headgnarters, which
were rather exposs], and cidsed & number of casuiliies
ieloding Colonel Flanmer killedd - About Bam. the 13th
Huoutars repchnd 21st Covaley !ll'_1-:|-'lll.11'[rﬁ nad. wiile thas
regiment was assembhing for a mounded advance, the Hussam
pushed on to whore the 2ind Cavidry werd etpaped with o
past of Tucklsh msckbie [RETRILY The flre of These maclidne Euins
wits oot turmed on to the Huossers as they approonched and . (f
appeared to the latter a2 i the cnemy was withdoaowing: The
two lending troopes of the 13th wnder Znd Lisutonant H,
Macdonald were, therefore, divected topnsh on past the left of

| the knoll from which the muclime puns hod been finng. Hat
a4 these troops come ihreost of the kool the Turksh machins
g soddenly opened  fire on them at a range of about hve
hundred vanis. Lieutenant Macdonald promptly wheeled his
mes 1o the right and charged the knoll, capturing 489 Turks
and five machine gons, witheut any casdalbies among his own
mem, This action clested the way for the cavalry.  The Thurkish
EUNS Tesr Yanija Wuchuk loed, by this time, ceased fring
and bodies of the enwmy could be seen streaming away towarnds
tha Lills to the cavbward. The thres cavaloy regimenis oi omeg
sturted to purdne, chargmg many seattored bodieos of Turiash
troaps amd faking many prisoners, By Sam all orpunised
opposion by ihe enemy had ceased @ umd affer ssarching the
vicinity and taking more prisomers the cavalry oventually
mviedd Back imto Thz,

The squadron of the 12th Cavalry, which had followed in
rear of Deperal Lewin'e enlumn, crosssl] the A 5o near Tuz
at about Sam., and, pursning to the north-eastward, also
took o certain number of prisomers.  The fight armouned
motor batteries had een unable to fond the Aqg 59, but dunng
the aftemoon their cars were dravn adross by artillery horses,
The 8tk and 13th Batteries then peshed on in pomit as far o
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158 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

the lefi bank of the Tang Chai.  But, coming omder htile
machine pom and artillery fire from the right bank, fhes
|: stopped there and finally returned to [z 1
The operations o the 2ith April harl bedn most Sl
| Thoueh & nomber of the Turosh froops manapsd to)s
imfey b l'_|” tharar  Jowne WeT SR II"!'..|'||||‘]1|.' P
to snime extent o thet pode physical condition® rends ring them
i1 incapable of =ustained mpid movement.  We baried owe
| W of their desd and captured 180 prsoners, 12 g 8
| maching pons, and large gquondities of ammmonitiie} O
wwtl einalies totalled anly ans homdred and ninety Forar. ¥
O the dkh Apnl tlee Hih Laght Ammeomamed Mot Hr|.1_1,|_l|-_|-
wscertained that the Turks had withdrawn, from Laneg sl
1o the meantime, General Mamhall had taken another
io protect hin Pemian bine of comununication.  The bmj_-._{ﬁ‘
goe of the turbulent border tribes in Geonan payin s
aron mortheaet of Oasra-Shonn, became  embroded ahog
thik time in g local guarre]l with theic neighbourn, the Kl
andl Guran tribes, who were Friendly t0 e, Chr |ocal polifes
officer af once repreented that tles aflorded v o good oppee
tunity to deal with th "'-:||:.;'||:-_ the tribe most likely 1o i1,
ns tronhle, by giving the Ralhiur and Guran active militag
geesistanee.  Comeral Mamhall agreed | and a coliomn e

.I Major [vens (38th Punjabds), consisting of one sqoodron 1416
Ell Hus dre, e sechhor '_".|1-I_| Mountain Batte Yy two I'.l.'li'l't‘FI.Ia:IH
| 26th Ponjabis and a machine gan, was sent (0 co-opemie.
.:| A bidet actlm took place on the 25th April (n wiich o
1 peroplanss anslyted most efoctlvely, in spite of the uekaToun
Y able wemtbier. The groeml results were very satisfactony
} r Ihe deleated Sinfabis suflered heavy casualties ninel 1'“1\%@
| | numbers of their animals @ German infloenoe becioms Sao
| diseradited, while Britich prestige Ineressed ;| serlous raidisg
stopped-:  the semor Sinjabi oldef; together with frihal mep
' reventatives in Kermanshah, went to our Consulate theme and
i made submision : and our action was welcomed by
i Peritnn public, who had suffered considerably in (the st

|| from thess mids, As Geneml Dunsterville aid in g ll!1!lrlf_|li
the Sth May, thi= action™ has enormosly improved the st ot

* Thsy dere vty sluprk aff fncd and Cdothing s ey dlsnl
! T oAby Wall the fariomers, B0 guin and omE moedhine funs e 'lﬂhh'
| Ehe cawaley of Cofurms A
4 Uniss mivirrng dhe bearinot Tessm wrre the §ih Fing's Own, 4 Ak
1 Lowm] orth Lancaskire, 20 ¢ #ih Boval Welch Funtion, 6 ; Dith Mokl
| 1 jli.‘tti‘r_l.'. 13 Brek Caviley. 13 ¢ wnd 2Bimd I".'|.1.'u_'|:l.'_ [}
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WAR OFFICE VIEWS 155

in Kumndistan and in Penia genemally, and will posibly ako
aftect the Turkish advimee sonth of Lake Usmniba, "

Un the 25th Apoll the War Uffice telegriphed to Geseral
Marshall, véferring to his recemt reports of the sittation, that
it wis certain that the Tarks, whe would shorily deminutes
ks whele of Travs-Cavcasn, intended o oocupy  Prersion
Apirbarjon, i thut German wgeniy, dn callusion with mombers
of the Perslan Government, were preparing the ground for a
genwral pning agninst o8 when Turkaa troope sppeared 0
Persia. In these croumstarices it was clear that theagh it wis
necessary to muntain & small Britich force on the }
road—to etubilise the situation at Tehran, to sdes any Gppor-
tunity to capture Ensell and perduipe 1o puin cmtrol of the
Cospran Sea with Bolshevik and Armenian co-operation-——the
mmidm force which General Mushigll could maintain there
wold merely eat up all his tramsport and do nothing to

trastrate the immediats Torkish desiens,
The ooby dound way of effcctidg the Tatter, zaid the Wur
Ditiee, wos o atriles hord ond fovmediately @ the ditection of

Kirknk—Snlatmaniva, thos forcing the XTIT Turkish Corps o
summmiE b s assrstanoe nob ondy troops ecrmuroed Tor Porsian
Arrrhaljan but also posslbly some of those in Armenia, Soch
i F||.I|I_ if |||-:f|:|:|1‘\-!l'.' and succsiulby execated. would be certain
b impross both the Persion Catinet and the people of Afghimnis-
tart with & sense of British power at a critical moment. 0t
woukd dlo faclitite the enmolment of levies by General
Punisterville and would wreck German  propagands based
primeirily on our inactvity and on disregend ol Persan
peurrality

The situation might reasonably be expécted to tuwm in our
{ryoiir upan Iwr selEing the utiative Meamwhile, Beitlads
l:ﬁ".rnj;n ilbicated ta the Hamadan foad and the Pamian Fll:ll'_l‘.:
shonld b limited to 4 cavalry regiment, an infantry battalion
anil ns many armoured cos and seroplines a5 coald be spared.
The orpandsation of kevies for action on, and gorth of the roud

should be actively pushed on,
Crerretind Ha.uh.'n]f wis asled 1o telegraph his oheervations

on the above ss soon as possible, basing his calculations on
(1TH HELETERIREAT that mo further demanlds for Lrattis et Of
ruflway mterial, other than pommal requirements, could b
TEEL

It hod mot beon General Maeshsll's btention to advance
farther notth than Toe Khurmatli.  But on meceipt. of this
telegram be orranged for operations for-the eaptore of harkuk
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180 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

and he explained his views in 12 tnllowing telegram of the Zud
May to the War Otfice -

 With portion of ITTrd Corps in Tue Khurmaill g
and with mobile column from st Corps hased an Tkl
| am making arrangements (o capture Kirkuk, Undsy
ving difficalty is one of mantenance. For 11nd
distanes from railhead s Shahmaban to Rirkuk &=
mtles civer [l roaid with fregoent over beds o be crossed,
somie of which are u mile wide wod cause greal delssys
mechanical transport.  To capture Kirkuk and maintsly
by this line the troops nocessary to hold it ontails phuq'
the whale corps. whils operations last, on reduced rabiong
Hy sending & mobile column from Tikrt T relleve f
a cortain extent the supply situation of TTInd Corm, i
this moe mecesstates my holding the Aln Nukhaily
|I1“1||“l.r.|-||'|r':'- mubles I:II'\erl:i-l"'ﬂ_:|1 l'j. le.l'llll “"l‘l.l'l il h'ﬂl.:bﬁ
all arms tn order 1o protect my seventy-five mils lng 1
from Tiknt to Kirkuk, from the Turkish XV Corpe
part of which holds the Jabal Homrin from Fatlm-ts
Aln Nukhaila | can maintain troops permanently @
Kirkuk only by supplying them [rom Tileriz,  This will
necessitale strong posts along that med w provest ke
b the Turks from the line of the Litils Zab, 1 mll.uh ;
estubizhment in & strong postion st Ain Nokhails of & U
least one brigade. 1 shiould also have to oxteasd 1
Samuarra raibeny to Tikdt, 1 cannot but fel = e
smntnar i pow commencing, that the formuntion of thes
poits coupled with the lack of shelter ardd water ot Al
Nukhaila wonld seriousty affect the healih of tha Lo
and would react on their subsequent efficiency. T do ne
think the distances in this country are fully roalited
while the climatic eomditions due both fo rain abd H
are i conatant dificulty.

I would recommend that the Timit of my fospaiid
in IIlrd Corps ared be Tur Khurmath, s buirkuk i
difficalt of arcess, | can maintain o mobile cohmmne
Tux, which will, 1 feel sure, be ahie to deay to the Tard S
the wse of the Kirkuk-Sulaimaniva road for ther wheded |
Ermdti The occupation of Kirkuk will, however, be &
trefer tive as the pr\-:'-In.l.-nHi peCE s TS af Tuxin bhrhiﬂl
the pack roads leading 1o Sulaimaniva from the north.

As regards sending troops to Sulainmniya | am
to do so. Omly goat tracks exist leading nortb-eest frat
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Qasr-i-Shirn and supply oo by Kirkuk is impossitie
with the means at my disposal. T am unable 1o drive the
remuants of the Tarkish 6th Division out of Sulaimanjya,
much as I have desiced to do so, but [ propose to send a
lghtly equipped and mobils force, socompanied by Kurd
levies, 0o tha mich ngrieultoral district of Halebja, with a
view to blockading that route into Persia and to oCCUpying
Sulaimaniya when op amity offers. 1 consider that,
by holding the line ebfa~Tuz, T can frustrate the

igns of the Turks in that srea and I request approval
to work on that besis,"

Referring to the War Office telegram of the 29th April and
to the ubove reply of General Marshall ihe Commander-in-
Chief in India telegraphed to the War Office on the 3rd May
giving his views as follows. The line of commurioilion from
likrit to Rirkuk via Ain Nukhaila would be difficult to protect
as it ran parallel to the enemy’s front © rails and ridling stock
for an extention of the milwa v from Samarra e Tikelt would
be dificult to provide and in any case the work would tike
scme tme ; calculations in Indis confirmed General Marshall's
stalement that it was beyond the capacity of his transport to
carcy out the plan proposed by the War Office : and it was
not clear that the temporary occupation of Kirdmuk woold
torce the Turkish XII1 Corps to recall troops destined for
Porsinn Azorbabjan.  Oun the other hand, the effort required to
acrupy Rirkuk was not greater than tha oecessdry 1o take
Ful-ha and even Sharqat, which would dirsitly iheeaten the
Furkish base wt Moan

The occupation of the line Halebjo-Tuz Khurmatli wouwld,
=il General Monro, only have o loesd effore ; it emtniled
tarther dispersion of our forces © and our palicy i Tehran had
mitherto been based on a military demonstration in Wesinmm
Persia, as Sir Charles Marling had consiztently informed tha
Shah, The propesals under discussion provided nether an
effective demonstration in support of Sir Charles Marling's
pelicy, nor an cffective counter to the Turkish penetration of
Porsian Azerbaijan

The above considerwtions bed Genernl Monm to eI
that we should wse all our wvailable LRUsport to carry out
our onginal intentions along the Hamidan rond. Bet, (f the
Lhief of the Imperial General Staff decided to threaten the
Turkish XVIIT Corps, onr alternative move should be trp the
Tigris on Fat-ha ; though, as pomited out by Gensral Mushall

Rty o
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162 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

| this was open to all the objections of heat and exposure as
well as the necessity for rallway extension from Sarnarr,

| This telegraphie discussion continued, but, before giviag
an aecount of ., it I8 necessary to describe the operations
for the caplture of Kirkuk, For these, in order to meet sapply

requirements, the {ollowing readjustment of our dis
involving the withrdrawal of sothe {roope, wis rlmnlr.m

g Egerton s advanced force was reorganised inte two comminds,
1 it & striking force under General Cayley and a force to bald
e line of commonication under General Lewin, Ctieral
Ii_:u:,'[c-_l."_n. force was divided inte two Columns, & &~ [u.ujﬂ
General Hollund-Pryor), consisting ol one field battery, two
light srmoured motor battene, two cavilry regments and the
iobile Lewis gun detachment, and " B°, consisting of obe
squadron of cavalry, cightern guus and an indantry begde
Genéral Lewin's force comprised two squadrons of cavalry,
eight guns. an infantry brigades and a machine gun ump.q
with a proportion of technical and administrative L
The line of communication to Tue Khurmatli, which had bither=
to run from near Delli Abbas via Ain Laila and Umr Maida)
wis also altered to the route through Narn Rodpri, Qs Tepe
" and Kiini.
{in the 2nd May, the strength and dispositions of e Turiish :.l
Sigth Army [on the Tigris and in Kurdistanit were estimsted
a5 follows. At Mosul, Army headquarters, 100 sabeis, 1180

W

[ R

* Ty compusitiog of Gexerais Cayley's sad Lowin's firom wes s |l —

Cobamn o —Foaduarters Gih Cavalne Tirignade, B/S6th Hattery, RFA
Atk and 13Es nt Armoured Moter Batteries, 15tk Hiseao, i
Pavaley. 18th Maching (em Squadnm lee oo motaon, Moo 4 Tl
Trowp Sappess amd Mnes, M Antiaiperit sccthes, |50 i

administretve

et ] i -

wiih B2 Lewis guni cermied i8S Food vess, and 1
umita, |
Folumsi B, —12H Cavairy lesi three squadioss, S5th  RL

joss tmry hatimries, obe sertion S840 Sieg= Hatirry,
Pattery bess ome section, Mth Infantry lrigide fwith Om Tk
Gloigeestersiine from By Beigde in plag ol e G foonrtls L
cambier}, w8 proporton of technkod ami il mminbrative s
A flight of Ko 30 Bquadros, FLAF., was abo pleesd st Gl

Cayley's dispusal,

Gensral Lesein's Foree-=Two sjualross I0nd Cavalry, e [
S5 Mrigade, B1FA_ dih Trlaniry Trigads, aey 499 Muihing Ges
Cosumy, and & prsporthon of techaical nd adminitrative i

{11 # On ihe Esphrates, the Turks wers ssporied 6 have & botal ut abott -
| L el riflow amd © guns, with small doischments at Aza atrel Mackithi.
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ADVANCE ON KIRKUK &3

rifies and 12 guns § abeiit and above Fat-ha, the XVIII Corps,*
L8 sabres, 7080 rifles and 83 guns ; and In the Erbil-Kirkuk—
Buwandiz ares, the X1 Corps, 270 sabres, 7,900 rifles and 40
guns, The XIIT Corps (Ind and 68ih Divisone) was widely
dispersed, ite. distribution being thought to be as follows —
Rirkuk-Altun Képri, 120 sabres, 1400 rifles and 12 guns:
Erll area, 1,250 nfles | Cheanchemal-Sulnimaniya, 1,200
rifles and 4 guns (some of these might be reinforcing Kirkuk) ;
Suygis-Penjwin, 1600 riflss (irregolars) ©  Ruwandiz and
viaumity, 150 sabees, 2,450 rifles and 24 guns (part or all reported
s moving townrds Unmnia),
The mdvanie of General Cavley's foree fom Tz Khurmatli
towands Kirkak was to start on the dth May, To co-operate
with this movement, the Ist Corps at Samarrn was 1o detach a
il columm (o sedze and o ipy the Ain NMukhaila piss amd
uf thi samie time to IHnVE s i W both banks of tlue r]ﬂm
to bayvond Tikrit, whence they were to keap the Turkish
XVIIT Corps under close observation, so as to take immscinie
| advantage of any enemy advance from Fat-ha made with the
i obiject of relieving British pressure on Kirkuk

The weather during the first week in May was stormy with
much ratn.  From the 1st w the 3rd, General Cavley's armoured
cirs reconnoitred to the frontd and on the lntter diste epcountored
i few Turks halding position immediately to the south of
Tarn Khormatli, This foree wis still in (i i:lr\-ql;inn on the 5tk
May, when General Cayley's advancing fores eamped for the
night at a point about two and a hall miles north-east of Taug.
But on the morning of the 6th General Cayley occupied Taza
Khormatli without opposition and his force coatimued its
advance, Column A gnining touch with the enemy about
two miles south-west of Kirkuk  [n the evening very heavy
rain =et in oand Column A, after reconnoftring il after dark,
went into bivonuc about four miles west of Kirkuk, while
Lolumn B bivouacked seven miles north of Toza Khunmatli

I'hat might General Egerton reotganised his force into four
portions, each nndes his di orders, ie., Gth Cavalry Brigade,
Cayley’s Force, Lewin's Force (concentruted nesr Tara

® ldih Divibice (ord, 37th md 4300 Regrment) sed Skt Divisisn {Tth
Bth and 4400 Hegimonis)

1 They cromsed the Taog Chui by o bridge, left standing by the Tusks, &
the norih=riat ol Faog,
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184 HISTORY OF THE WAR MESOPOTAMIA

Ehurmatli] and Line . al %] ) 11108 Re b | R Ea ks | troops® | amd 3
1220 a.m. on the Tth Moy, issued onders for the th Ca
Hrigarle anad |J.'!|,'I|:-_1,"3. Famce fo reconpoitoe in the "'h_ ¥

aorthward to westward of Kirkuk. But the beivy mig
continned throughout the night and, as this rendered the oads.
almest impassable, General Egerton at 640 n.m. tels
1o his three forces that the day's operatinns wivalil e [imited g
defensive reconnaissances and that the roops wers 1o e
-."'I'-'nT]'I.t'[" | 1k maknimance o rosr] Copprimdnca i, MUFWUH.
owing to the dilficulty of trunsport movement eavzed b the
rain, it had been pecessary to put the force on hall mtend.
{rwing, however, 1o the storm having caused a breakdown af
communicatione, General Egerton’s second order only rosiiied
Grneral Cavley at W0 am., foor and a buslf hiorirs - scfter s
advanced guard (12th Cavalry bess three squndrons, Gth Rt
Lancaahire Regiment, 8 machine gun section and & section o ¥
feld battery), mmder Coloniel Deane, had started.  This fons
caw at dawn that Kirkok wis on fire in places ; and sob
afierwards, ascertaining that the town had been evacurted by
the enemy, entered it at 845 a.m. Colonel Deane thei
cesded Lo occupy the heights some two miles to the ol
the town and sent his cavalry squadmon to reconnoiire towsh
Altun Kopri. During the moring, patmls from the tth Cavalry
Brigade, which was mainly occopied in reconniizing porthe
wesiwand alks entered ithe wwn Is the alieeoen thi
brigade went into bivouac to the south of Rirlak, but the
main body of Cavley’s Force remained in it previots night's
position. The henvy rain had ceased st Sam. but there wam
showers during the doy and in the rvoning there wms a
thinderstorm. The supply siuntion gave canse for con i
anxiety

* UK Caralry 1.‘!1:'.i.|.l'l- Geneisl Halland-Pryor] - T TR TR T T “
Cavaby, D8O Matery, ITA. Swl Ficdd Teop Bsppes znd
iwir gorclk wrrelos skibives and arlimbtt e tnTTvE unlis

Canlen'i Forg—T2th Cavalry floa theee mpuadomal, §5th 'Eh'-_llld-f- LEL
fess i b, i ssctian B8 Siege Pattery, Biih Moanisa [aszery s
pwn ections. " M " Anti-abremnfi Section, T Infantry Trigmle, ta it
=rAnd Machine Gun Company, Sth and 1k Light Aresg
mazhile Lewia gui delachment ops ik vireless sisiion sl & I'F"F'H L
ol trihinlcal troops and slsunistrater ooits

Fowin'd Fueea. —-One epadren Thd Cavalry, two sertions fak
BF A one sectios F8th Meuntsin Baktery, hall (0t Intantry Brigds
Maghing Gum Company bes two soctions, one pack ke slition mHl B
pregettion of iecksica] frmoe and admanivbrsdive onis.,

Line of Comwmsicalion Troop: —Rsmamder of  loros ety miet
Cenersl Lewin, with ben armoihe] C6r
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KIREKUK 165

The weather cleared on the moming of the Sth May and
the mads dried up somewhat, enabling a motar supply convoy
w reach Tama Khurmath.  But the troops round Kirkuk,
which was reached that day by the remainder of Cayley's
Foree, had still to remidn on half rations and on the Seh recelved

| wrders 1o et ther emergency rations.

Three damagod acroplanes, n considernble quantity of
ammumition and about 600 wounded wnd giek Turks were
captured in Kitkuk. The grey stone buildings and arched
gateways of the town presented & somewhat imposing appenrmnee
from outsite, and insides there were some fine butlidings.  But,
as usund, the whole place was Blithy in the extreme | and the
lasd act of the Tarks before II'J!'I.II.J; wras o bl up the fourtli
eentury Chratian eharch, o monoment ol great hiztnrienl
itereat. In the town, as in fhe sorrounding country, all thea
Ineal inbabitants were sery short of food and many of them
wire dying of starvation, The Turks had takesall the avullable
prain, iocluding that vsnally kept for sowing. and the sheep
haid been killsd in the lambing sesson,  To alleviate these
famine conditions, we followed the procedure adopted in
districts on the Euphrites and dsewhere recently oocupded by
o5 und started soup kitchens and distribution of scraps, sup-
plemint el 'l'r'_',' 1.'-::[1|:||1=.t_l..' v it from (e r.r-th' lank{
Fiions.

The fine weather continued and on the S9h Moy the rouds
once mofe heonme passable jor motor traflic, thus relisving
the ':up'_l;]l,' gittmation.  Armonred cars reconnmirel  fovwnonds
Altun Képr and alrmen eeported enemy camps near that
place, us well as signs of withdrawal from there towards kbl
General Egerton established his headquarters i Rirkok and
tssned] orders that 4 mobile eolomn under General Holland-
Pryarshould move out next day and drive in the eneiny outposts
on the ket bank of the Litile Zab, to give the impression that
we intended to advanee o Atun Ko,

Genernl Holland-Pryor moved oot early on the 1ith May
with the fth Cavalry Brigade, the 8th Light Armoursd Motor
Batiery, a seetlon M8tk Mowndain Battery curmied in sixteen
Ford vans, and two Lewis gun detachments carmed in four
Fard vans, The Turks were encountered to the south and
wnitl-oost of Altun Kéapr mnd General Holland-Pryor, operiting
against hoth their flanks, engaged them throughout the after-
noon and eveaing. The enemy, who disclosed about ten gums,
retived slowly, fighting & reur guard action ; and other bodies
of his troops were observed retirng north-west from Altun

[Eraiale Frasgues wbedingg Kirgul,
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Képri, where a big explosion occurred about 7 pam. At dark:
Generil Holland-Pryor withdrew ia pocordance with his onders,
his oaly casualtics having becn 7 wounded. Reconnalssnce S
next divy showed ne signs of any enemy to the south of the Litds

Concurrently with General Egertom’s operations, troops from: II
the Tst Corps had moved forward to the vicinity of Tikeitand
to the Ain Nukhailn pass but the bad weather ]
nitempis |;|!,|- ;|_|:-_|-|1|_|m'|_-.._1 s o I frosm JAum Nuk_hﬂi -
Kirkuk  As a result of the constant reconnalssances® of the |
Fat-ha area by the Ist Corps seroplines, armoared cirs and
troops, it appeared thet the Turks had withdrawm of
their advanced troops, leaving the Fat-ha position anly
held. But we werc not prepared for further operations um
on the 15th May the columns ot the Ist Corps, which H
moved forward, started to withidraw and by the end of the
month were back in their positions about Samurm

On the 10tk May, replying to Generals Marshall’s and
Mono's telegrmms of the 2nd and 3rd, the War Offfice expl
that its tebegram of the 29th April had been sent wi i
full knowledps of General Marzhall's matntenance diffcultie.
The main olgect, in order to sase {he sltiEtion i Persia, e 1
te strike hard at, snd keep up the MAXimum pressume oG
Turkish forces within reach ; and it was keft to (reneral Marshall
o docide whether hie could do this best by operations on SEiS
Kirkuk or the Tigrs line. For the latter an extension of e
railway to Tikeit would be approved.

The War Cffice sald that General Dunsterville's openstioss
must be rogarded as @ mecessary part of the policy to fm
adopted, and their success would depend on the presute which
General Marshall coild exert on the Tuckish forves. It wil
ohyvious that General Dunsterville could neither muke good the
Caspian nor deny Persia to the enemy, if the Turks i
to emjoy fallliberty of action in and through Persian
and the size and mobility of Dunsterforee was limited by the
amount of tmnsport which General Marshall could make
available without sacrificing the efiiciency of the foree Ty
to establish British influence ihe southern Kurds
to clear out the enemy on General Dunsterville's left flank.

As the tribal situation in South Kurdistan sexmed fmvounmble,
the mnmtenance of o Hritish force well forward ther migtl
develop Kurdish co-operation to sn fmportant oxtent.

_

* The ensiiy posithons were ko harnssed by Srequank sir nambasdmesls
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GENERAL MARSHALL'S VIEWS 187

In regard to the E line, the War Office considered
it addvisable to reduce Hit to an oatpost, supported by Ramodi ;
amd that, if the milway was extended to Tikrit, the shortage of
raliway materal pecessitated dbscontinuance af the extension
tor Ramndi,

On the 12th May Genernl Mamball replied.  His operationm
i Bonth Lmﬂutmhaddnw:nﬂudﬂmtﬂmdnmmd
the Turkish Ind IHvision across the Little Zab beyond his
powess of pumait, but had only caused the diversion of one
miantry battalion from the other division (6th) in the XITI
Corps to oppose his advance® To keep up the maximum
pressure on cnemy forces within reach, kis only ohjpctive was
the Turkish XVIII Corps ; amed an extension of the rallway to
Tikrit would ‘tlnm., him within thirtyand Bftymiles, respectively,
of the XVIII Corgn positions at and above Fat-ha, Though
he hoed fie doubit that be coild o wpiure thuee Fn'_n|_!|m1-\. he was
oquitly certain that the Turls- there would motine miher than
affer werious opposition | and to maintsin the large pumsuing
loree pecessary to ‘r.ﬁ'rl up pressdre on the ememy it wonld
be necessary to o extend the milway bevond Tiknt, This
winld enable him to mamtain both ks Ist Comps on the Tigns
and hig [1Ird Corps on the Kirkuk-Echil line.

In Generml Marshall's opimion, such operations would result
in the capture of Mosul and the disappesrance of Turkish
comtrol of Country betweeni the Tigne and the Persian bonder
But his railbend woold then be muoch cloger to the enemy
raillead wt Wisibdn and his lorce could have oo ef=ct on the
Turks in the Caneasuas; who conld be supphbed there and o
Tabriz from the Black Sea.

T extend the milway to Tiknt would take two months
and another two months to Shuraimiva, beyond which no
estimate was possible as the line would have to cross the
Jabal Hamrin,  Moreover, owing to the intense heat of the
next Jour moaths, General Macshall nrged most strongly: that
no operntions should commence before the 15th September.

As regards General Dunsterville's foree, General Marshall
could -:mly 5u]?pl].r at l']'_.'mn.u:hm frnm .1I:rr|.11 June to December

® The llth Dodaion ek thie rITn-r.' wan he-!l-rn-rl: o crmest ol the 1, IH.I.l-
and 2ond Hegimenis, Two batialns of the 20nd wers nesr Mosul, but
thet B7H04h sud sll thres battatioos of the |5 Hegtment moved westwarnd,

irnm Feuwonidis snad the §en jwin-Halebjn mra -peﬂ'lﬂgdm KT‘I
ut the begimming of My, Turidih doree, belleved 1o g to the Hik

Ervimions, whicli was repodied :-ufm? towesrds Lirmis, was siddeiifoosd] o Te
T il wirong, inchiding the ZI8ch and 1000 Hapaienks, with seme
IFsiitnf BFniaticia,
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{ihe perind the road was like Iy to be passable) &ne cavaley
k reghment, on infamtry battalion ond the prmoseed CEr, in
addition to posts along the mad und a small molile colame
[ at Halelja or Errmanshuh.  Any more troops-in Pemia (ke
’ this wonld have to subsist on the country.  General Marshal)
was in hopes of obtaining considerable co-opembion fom
|iI the Kurds.
He would keep the Hit garrison as low as possihle, but he
was loth to give it up ewing to its commereial value md s
importance as a centre of communication with the Mgl
Enphrates | and his transport situation wiould not be affecisd
by its netention.

On the 15th May the Commumder-in-Cliel m Indin s
graphed to the War Office expressing general concurnence s W
the comsiderations mentionad by Genernl Marshall, wiach |
showed (he limited utility of operations either by the Tigr at- I
via Kirkuk. CGenerul Monro observed that, as the meet [T
months were the most favoumble [or operations by ihe Torks
in the Coodasus and Arcrbaijan, it seemed desitatile 17 H
concetitrate our disposable resources, to the extent that S
pur tramsport admitted, in direct support of  Coneral [
[hinsterville, ‘This scemed the more desimble o view of
Sir Charles Marling's report om thas Sihy HH}' to the Fﬂt‘d-.gl
Office that the marked spprebiension at Tehmn regarding the I'
Turkish advanee into Persian Agerbaijan might lead thess
Persian Government to encodruge opposition to 1ins advasce I

Om the 18th the War Office agreed to the postponement o S5
aperutions on the Tigris till mid-September and the extensa
in the meantime, of the ralway to Tikrit. Ceenernl Marshall
wus at the same time instrocted to develop Genehl
Dhunsteryille's activity to the ytmost extent of the available
tronsport.  This tebegrum wos followed by further instrctios
o the 215t hased on the latest information from Tehmng
which indicated that a prompt display of sufficient mulitary
'I force in Persia would gain for us the active ﬁ'ﬂ}IP'_JF‘r- of the )
Perslan Government, The force of a cavalry nagrment, S8
fnfantry battalion and srmourcd cars, mentioned by i
Marshall in his tolegrom ol the 12th, was naot considered 3
sufficient ; and he wos therelore to make every efforl W
muintain, &t Hamodan and fowards the Cospiom, & fﬂlﬁt&‘
to a cavalry mgiment, an infantry brigade, armouted can ane
acroplanes. The greatest importance was attached by e
Chief of the Imperial General Staff to even a small Rrteh fome

e
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FRANSPORT SHORTAGE HGH

reaching the Casplsn thit summer | and he ondemstood that
kcal resources were forthcoming 1o a certain extent.

Genernl Marshall replied on the 24th May that the movement
of troops into Persin, which had been delayed by the Kirkuk
aperations, would now proceed with the transport releascd
from South Kurdistan. By the middle of Juns s regiment of
cavalry, a battalion of infaniry, three asroplanes and sixteen
armoured cars should be st Homadan ; and this was the
maximuom that he could maintain there with (he transport
at his disposal. Seven mechanical transport eampaniss would
be required for the bare maintenance of this foree at Hamadan
and could provide nothing for troops between Hamadnn and
the Caspinn, who must depend entirely on local produce.
To maintaly another three miantry battalions at Humadan
Greneral Marhall would roquire ten more mechanical tran=port
eompanies in the near future,  Cihorwise, fhese trosvpe wonld
huve to live entirely on the country as best they could.  General
Marshall did ot consider this dmirable and he doobred ihe
military valoe of saech o force, with its power of effective
action limited by lack of mobility

He accordingly suggested the following as petting the best
valwe out of the available mechanical transport, which was
the domitating factor ;—

(@) The roud from rmilhesd to Kermanshah to be leld by
posts, a8 then expiod, with a small mebile column 1t Ker-
mianshah.

(4] No more cavalry or infuntry on fost 10 be sent boyond
hermanahiih, bt the cavaley '.'|||I.n!T||r. and milamiry EEIT LY
alreasdy af Hamadan to remam thees :

&) one thovsand infantry with o owmber of Lowie puns to
form a mobile column carred entirely in Ford vans, to be
hased in the first ploce on Hamadan ; and

I:il n air Il:igh‘. to bt mamizined i I'i::l.:n.'l..'!.'l.lj1 as well g
sixtorn—and eventually oriv—armoured cars

This organizaticn would enable 1000 infantry with armotred
tars (o cover long distances 1o deal promptly with any sitoaticon
thit r-l'ligh'l arise. Tt weeatld, b '|.'|i.1=_:|11i11:i-'||1, b far more effective
for the purpose required than the force snggested by the Wir
Office nnd wonld be far simpler to maintpin,  He anticipated
that, if the scheme wers approved at an early date, the mobile
ﬂ-;lfjl!mn could be ready for action af Hamadan by the middle
of Juns.

Om the 25th May the War Office replied that it was not
cotisidered that this scheme wonld suffice to effect our purpese,
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Lo to reEch the Caspian mnd to masntun foren about Ko
| anfficient to secure Tehran, The risks entafled in the War
Office proposal were fully justified by the far-reaching remliy
o suocess © and it should not be abandoned 41l 1t executiog
lad boen '|1r||‘|..'|-1'l i e ':mr.l.ll-.-.l'hlr'. The msnly tL;thl-:r tr el
. bodizs of onr treops on the Persian rond appeared to be from
i farmed bodies of the enemy, who was still 150 mils off and

for whom it woald be as, or more, difficalt to advance as i wa
. for us. The levies being raised by General Dunsterville shogl{

| assist w5 materially in the protection of the road and in glving
us timely warning of any seriouws hostile approsch. B
eliort would be mode toosend General Marshall another ts
mechanical transport companies before the end of the i
in the meantime @ full veport wis reqidred of Jocal ‘“P‘Eh ]
in Persii, whose [amipe-stricken state did not appear {5 I

~|1icdie _g_'lh_.ﬁcl;hq-r its ability to feed a small force.

(O the 27th General Marshall said that the proposed msler
column could earry petrol for W miles and that ite radies ol
arten conld be tnerensed |‘1:|.-' the estalbdshment ol ]JE‘LTI!H 1. |
at Kugwvin, Tehran and other suitable points, while it v
possible that petrol eould also be obtndned locilly ey the |'
Cisplan.  The column would be ible from Hamadan to seads
Kazvin in filteen hours and Tehrnn or Enzeli in another te |
hours, while its headquarters could be moved (o Kazvn 80
sonn A poetrol armangements were assurcd.  There apperd
to b no reason why, | we employed the motor colomn, s |
should not reach the Casplan by the eml of Jupe, Cwing S
its great mobility, General Marsholl considered that it wonkd
matgtain much more elfective control from Hamadan 005
Eneeli than a cavalry regiment und an infantry brigade. Hel
was still of opinion that it was inadvisable to snd the [atiers |
lie eodel net ki i amd, even if it sucsesded Tn snhﬂﬁl !
o Ioeal ressurees ® hie doubied i it woukd be cffective ﬁ‘l’* ;
purpose Tepired |

In ennclusion. he sugpested that the motor column M
be given a trial, If it was vnsatisfactory, its infantry asis
mechanical transport would be avallable on the spot and e
War Ofice Prn]:rr_l--:.l.l o be 'Flrlj-l:l‘.t‘ﬂt‘i'l with.

O the 28th May, the War Office sanctioned General Murshalls
scherne with i view to securing command of the Caspiss oS
asked for his proposals for armed Jaunches or other 2
Crisws, e, -

= = — —— :
* Gpnern] Murshall sent o report o8 Chese separadsly,
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CAUCASUS SITUATION 71

While this cormes was uhiEt soe, the withdrawal
from Kirkuk had earried out, first troops startin

n

back from there on the 11th May, leaving a
mohile eplumn as garrison ; and this withdrew also on the
24th.  Before the fnal withdrawal, some 1,600 of the Jocal
inhabitants who feared the return of the Turks were also
evacunted s refugess at their own reqoest. At the end of the
month the advanced posts of the ITIrd Corps in South Kar-
distan were hack at Tuz Khirmathi and Kifr
The civil war in the Cawcases continued during May and
it mied mgainst our chances of stabifizing the siteation thers
and of organising opposition tn the enemy. Morsover, the
Cermans to the north of the Black Ses wore evidently VNG
with a view to gaining control of the milway leading to Baku
from the north ; and the Turks continued to make THETERE,
though slowly, in Trans-Caocasin and townrds Tabriz It
wis estimated that three Turkish regular divisions were
advihang eastwird from a lne running approxmately from
Hatum to Bayazid; Turkish troops u-u.:upfnl Aloxandropol
| on the 18th May | and at the end of the month it was reported
' that Turkish troops were moving by il from Alexandropol
to Tiflis. In the lnst week of May the fiction of any sort of
umited action by the different slemenis in Trans-Caucisia was
dispelled by the formal dissolution of the Federal Governinent.
I [he Armenian National Council assumed charge of Armenian
affairs ;. Georgia declared her independence ;. and the Tartar
National Counal, which temporarily controlled Tiflis and the
main milway, proclamed a Kepublic of [Rusdan) Azerbaijan
and allowed two Torkish regulir regiments to pass by rail
through Tiflis in order fo assist the Tartars in their Gghting
with the Armenians and Bolileviks, The latter combination
bad driven the Tartar forees out of Baku but had failed to
obtain podcesion of Elizabetopol,

The Turkish advance towards Tabriz seemed to be i
fire. It was estimated that this movemmt was being i
out by one rogular division advancing fom the northward
and by parts of two divicions advancing on Urmids from Khoi
and from the west. Early in May Nurd Pacha and several
Turkish afficers appeared in Tabriz for a few days, announcing
themselves as part of the staff of a Turkdsh army on its way to
tiks over the Mabomedan regions 6f the Cavcisus and to make
war on the Armenians. But the Turkish trosps appeared to be
halted about Mamnd ; and refinble information wos obtained
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that Nuri Pasha was mainly occupisd in forming o T
Tartar Islamic army for operations in south-exstern

and northern Persia.  The movement via Urmin was checked |
by the gallant and stubborn opposition of ihe Jehos 1}.,_1#",_;
seme Armenians), who, though isolated without support g
ahort of ammunition, inflicted a senous defeat on pars of thy
Turkish 5th and 6th Divisions in this regicon i the middleof

|
1 May. :
| ,{t Baky the Social Revolutionary Party, with more moderaty

| ideas than the Bolsheviks and favouring British s
| seemed o be gaining in power, The Bobsheviks, too, i
1 by the progress of the German and Pan-Turkish schems
declared ithemselvies bostile to the Jangalis and invted Bich
kofl, who with 400 Russians and o British armoured ess :
still at Karvin, to deal with the Jangalis and take commund of
the Balu-Gilin front,  Bicharakofl agreed, but stipuinted fieh
British assistance - and 1o this the Bolsheviks gave a g
and partial ss=ent,
On the 11th May General Dunsterville teliegraphied to Baghdag s
that he was convineed that an attempt could be successdully
made to occupy Baku and control the Caspian® snd the
Richamakoff was willing to try. But, as General Dunstérses
had no troaps to replace his,} Bicharakoff could not be spans
from Kazvin; and it was imposible o say how loog e
oppartunity would remain open.
On the 12th General Duopsterville Iefi Homadog to P
short visits to Kazvin and Telvan, After meeting Bichandsgs
at Kazvin, General Dunsterville reported that they §
agreed that it was in our mutual interests to hold the :
Eneeli road, contral the Caspian and free Bicharakolf 10 undess
toke operations in the Cancasus, But British nedistancs @
be necessury. After seeing Sir Charles Marling at Tolimgs
Genernl Dunaterville arrived back at Hamadan on the s
May. On the 21st he heard from Colone] Clutterbuck (Bolses
; liabson officer with Bicharakoff) that, in the opinion of Bichises
| kofl, news e had recetved showed that the situation dEmanSsEs
I

1
i
|
|
L

immediate action, The Germans were advincing on ot
Catcasin and Astrakhan, and the British wonld be Weonme

=

! * The Caspian flsetal fve gunbosts wun at Haiu, musned by ucsed st

orews, wist conkd bs bought. y
1 The squadron 14th Hussan from Hamadan ke reached the vichitg 80

Karctn oo the Tth May @ ond them only remaimed wt Hsamsdan, S '_-.'i.

rﬂdduguﬂ“n i il b Sllasbea, Ul e oo and § Pl
the |

Hamrpahire Hegimen i
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THE BAKU PROJECT 173

at Baku. - Bicharkoff urged that, if we could not co-operate,
hee should be allowed to procesd at onee to the Caucasms bifore
it wits too late.  In view of this, General Dunsterville te hed
to Baghdad on the 2nd propesing that he should collect
all avadlable troops and armodred cirs and accompany
Bicharakoff to Ensgel, severing connection entirely with
Persia south of Manjil. Al that would be left belind would be
the ntcleis of levies being raisod at Humodan and the parties
of British officers und non-<ommissioned officers which lad
biem sent to Zenjan and Bijar,
On the 24th y Geoneral Marshall eated fo the War
Office n report from General Dunsterville that Bicharnkodl
wiotild Jeave Karvin on the 2th for Boku via Enrall and tliat
Creneral Dunsterville, with all his available force, intended o
atcompary him. Next dsy, Sir Charles Marling telegraphed to
the Foreign Office protesting against General Dunsterville's
' proposal to denude Persia of tmoops as adversely efiecting the
situation in Persia at 0 moment when the position in Sooth
Persdi had become most difficalt. On the 27th May the War
Utfice telegraphed that HM, Govermnent had decided that, in
view of the completely changed situation in the Cancusus,
Genoral Dumsterville was not t0 go there,  Bicharakoff should
be persuaded to stop where he was or not 1o go further than
Engeli. (GGenemnl Thmsterville's activities were too be confinsd
o nsstRting to secure the Rhanigin-Engeli road and o,
eventually, obtmining naval control of the Caspian.  The former
could best be done by raising levies in the ares north of
Bermanshal nnd west of Kazvin, To this telepram General
Dunsterville replied that he did not wish Baku to give up hope
and idlow the oil to fall into enemy honds.  He, therélore,
asked promission (o promise thet when be got to Enzali he
would send a few officers and give every assistanco prossible
to Baku, He had very Litls hope of being able 1o keep
Bichnrakaff in Peraa After eome further |:1:|:|'rr:sPn|:||;|.iﬂ,.|:||'|.l:I:-I
including & telagmm fram Sir Charles Marfing to the Forelgn
Otfice pointing out the extrome importance of securing the
Caspian feet and of destroving the otl wells at Baku, the War
Offico on the Ist June modified their orders of the 27th May.
Uemeral Lunsterville, or one or more of his officers, might,
at Cenerad Marshall's disceetion, be somd to Baku, But the
first military necessity wos to ocoufry effectively the road Lo
Kaavin and the Caspian,
I the meantime, good progres, in the dreumstances, hod
bern mads by Genpral Dunsterville at Hanadan amd, umdes
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174 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

| General Marshall’s orders, about Khanigin, in Tsing leviey
and in gaining the cocperation of the neighbouring wasfiky
tribes, whose attitude towards ws had become moch mop
!-ml_P!uJ owing to dor stieressfl Operstiong ik Sontly H"‘T‘Eﬂiﬁ.
and the defeat of the Sinjabi.  These factom alis
Geneml Dunsterville to send a party of British offcess and
pon-commissioned officers to Lenfan with the nbjset of
organising opposition fo the Torks,
I Dring May some 200 more officers and Ao -CamiTssionsg
| officers joined Leneral Dunsterville's Mission ot H
as did two more armoured cars and three more platoons of
. the 1f4th Hampshire. The first squadmon of Dunsterfors
wrmoured cars rom Eongland, having reached Baghdad, wss
wls well on jis way Lo Hamudnms by the end of the montl,
In view of ilie locul nsing in South Persia agoingt Gepers]
Bykes” fored, the Commander-in-Ulhief in India telogruphed tn
Ceneral Marsholl on the Z7th Moy aching bhim if, fo st
Creneral Sykes, be could spare any aeroplane and ales provide
two infontry brgades with safficient pack mule transport (s
sy fourteen davs’ zupplies for in advanee | fram
Bushire, General Murshall deprecated any further &
of his force and sadd that only about o third of the momber of
pack mules roguired could be made available, He also @i
that aeroplanes could not fly to Bushire owing to the distane
anid the heat ; and their spare parts could not be carrsd s
pack mules.  Other arritigements were consequently nde by
Geperad Mooro, inchiding the diversion to Buoshive of twe
Indian infantry battulicns under despatch w0 Egypt,
Diring April and May there was & continued improvenens
of Bitish railway communications in Mosopotumia, By the
enil al H-'.l:l.' a standamd g lime freem ]-h,uhd_m_l 13 I-.El.l'_
completed and a survoy was in progress for o narrow-guage
extension from Hilla to Kifl. The conversion to met .
of the railway through Baguba to the Jabal Hamrin ;
Table Mowntain) was completed on the 4th June and B
extension to Chal Ribal wis in hand.  The idea of an extension
to Ramadi and Hit had been abandoned to ullow of e
preparativns for prolonging the Samarra line to Tikdl 8
fuel was being substitufed for eoal on the railways af @ e
of some 125,000 shipping tons per annom ; lhtﬂﬁﬂa‘
of Basra port had been increased to discharge from TG00
130,00 tons per mense.
The Cavalry Division ceased to exist in April, the cavalry
brigades bocoming independmt formations, cach with
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TROOFS REORGANISED 175

proportion of divisional troops. In the same month the
heavy artillery was reorganbsed into three brigades, 38th, 74th,
and 101st® as part of Army Troope ; and these brigades
were: attached, respectively, to the [1Tnd Corps, 1514 Divislon
and Ist Corps. TIn Aprl alss the Slet Mountain Battery
artived from India. The beavy British cosuslties in Franes
in March had necessitatod an urgent call on India for additionnl
amits for service overseas | and, to help India, Mesopotamia
wits cilled upon to provide a complete infantry company from
each of sixty Indian infantry battalions, In this way fifteen
trained battalions were furmished ready for immediate service
elsewhere ;. while the sty original botinfions were Blled up
with récruits from India,

Early in May the Turkish air unit in Mesopotamia was
retnforced by some nmew ™ Scout © machines, which resulted
i A marked increase of bostile deral activity @ bot it was
fourid that in the nomerous air combats the EnEmy J:__n-.--mrujj_l,'
bivke awny belore 8 decision wis oltained.  Our oir force wis
pleo very active in meonnoisance, ollegzive operEtions apd
photography. At the end of May the woits of the 31st Wing,
Royal Axr Forced wers located ps umder =—

Mih Squadron—HBaquba, Kifd and Rumadi ;

B3rd Squndron—Samarrn

7Ind Squadron—Baghdad, Samarma, Mirjuna  and
Himadan ;

Srd Kite Balloon Company (51st and 5Znd Sections}—
Baghdad, Samarra and Bamadi ;

Adreraft Park—Baghdad,

* Bk Mepade —30T04th Fion: Hattery  (S0-poumderns,  honedoom],
B3tk Siege Battery (Reinch h-rr-'It:Hn tractoradraen] and Fith Sege Batbary
{B-toch lreiteers, lﬁl:rrlrhdmu-p:_ MBI
Ttk Hripede—I17T1h Heavy Baliory (B porielern, T ] th
Siege Hattery (inch howitsers, tractar-briwn] snd S93th Siege Battery
(B-imch hovwitserd, frmttos-dmawn).
lirlsl Strignude~—2if0h Hesvy Dattery (Spunsdemn, lorse-draws), 15th

Heavy Hattery {Sl-pomnden. tractor<lrewn]. 156th Hatiery [Heiech
lvwstaem, borws-dniva) wnd 340880 Sege DNabiery ($lnch [ FAT TS
drawn

f Designation changed on el April
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CHAFTER XLIIL

BRITIHH PLAXS TO ETOF TIE ENEMY'S ADVANCE [NTH PRy
AND TO ORTAIN CONTROL aF THE CASPIAN,

IMAR 4],]

T the beginning of June 1918 the hghting strength of the
Torkish Sixth Army, whose hesdquirters  were a
Mosul, was estimated ot abeut 1800 sabres 17000 rifles, 133

gund and I5 aeroplanes.  Its distribution was balisyed inbe

a5 follows :-

Ewphrates  Front {about and south of Ama): Cavaled
Brignde and 24th Infantry Rogiment==750 sabres, 150
rifles dnd 8 guns,

T'sgris Fromd (at and above Fat-ha) : 14th and Sist [ vinkong
with five aeroplunes—100 silves, 7,100 rifleg indd 63 mme

Altan Kipri—FKirkak aren - 2od and part of Gth 15
with cight seroplanes—450 sobres, 2850 rifles and 22 pims,

."-Tu.r.u'r.u.-n.:'_-,-.a r,'-'.:."j- : Fromtier formations —&0 sabres, L1
rifies and 4 gons.

Kwpandis—Lrmia area ¢ Part of 6th Divisjon and frontier
tormations = 130 sabres, 2400 rifies and 12 guns,

Watwd and Lines of Communscation © 300 zabres. | G5
rifles, 24 guns and seroplanes:

It men were snid to be somewhat demoralised and §& i
suflering from great supply and transport diffculties,

In the first week of June it was reported that twe Turkis
battalions and a battery had leit Kirkok for Sulaimenive sd
that other units would follow them there and to the Unig
front. It seemed evident thut the Turks did not fnted
to undertake an offensive in Meopotamia themselves, gl
thisy, regarding one by us as utilikely for the time humE, they
meant to utilise the opportunity to push on with ther plany
in the Cavcasus and in Persin. The Gearmans at this poriod
were hoping for further secess in France, whils onr advanm
in Palestine had not only ceased but British troops had lee
withdrawn from there to Franee.® i

In the Caucasus the peace negotintions between the Tm'_hl
and the Trans-Coucasinn Federation were reported to hivel
beert broken off, in spite of the protests of the latter, llﬂll

* If tho enemy waa oot alresdy aware of this, be must have L it
& Imfisceont gquestion i the Boisbh Megas of UL B

L
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TURCO-GERMAN ACTION 177

was waild that the Turks, alleging that Hritish and Armenisn
troops had driven Torkih troops back from near Julfs, had
begun to advance again, There appeasred to be seven Turkish
divisions (ahout 21,000 rifles and 250 guns) on tlds front, with
their main strength in the Poti-Alexandropal aren.  Gersan
traags® were reported to be guarding the railway from Batum
to Tiflis | and, though Turlosh efforts to form bodigs of Jocal
troops were reported to have met with lttle success, ¢ wus
estimated that the snemy would be able to ottack Bals in
about o mopth's thne,

It appeiirs that on the 8th June the Georgian Government
signed a troaty of pesco with Germany, by which Georgis, was
to receve Germian fnancial ald and ales military issistince (o
prevent Turkish infringement of Geargian rights and netrality ;
and Germany was, in exchange. to receive peiocity in miporad
toncessions. Un the Bth Juae German troops hegan landing
at Poti and oo the 12th oconpied Tiliz, On the Sth June also,
Turkey, acting apparently under German pressur, eoncluidied
trenties with Goorgin and Armenia, rocogmisdng el inlepuml-
ence.  In return for such recognition hivwever, Armienia wos
lorced to agreee toa Torkish military sccapation and to the Froe
passage through itd territory of Torkish troops.  Thas, by the
ection of Germany, Turkey wis denied the mifitary use of
ralways through Georga, the immense prejudicial effect of
which on Turkish plans in regasd to Bakuo and Russian Azer-
batjan k= avident from glance at the map.} Accoerding to
Leermman accounts this was jastified by the arrnngement come to
betwern Turkey and Germany that Torkish el lstnry npemilons
were to be confined mainly to an effensive into Persian
Azerbaijan and that Baku was not to be occugpied by Tirks.

Dunng June information was received that the S1st Turkisy
Livision on the Tigriz had been broken up and that at least
three Turkish buttalions hed left Kirkok for the Urmia frond.
It was also reported that 70000 1o BN prisoness of war,
who wers fit for service, had returned to Turkey from Russia,
U the pther hand, an insarrectionary movenent by the many
thousands of deserters in Anatolin was suid to be growing,
though leck of organtsation would probably militate apminst its
having any great effect.

For his part, General Marshall contemplated no offensive
in Mesopotitnia during the hot weather, ‘Many of his officers

* Apparenily g locsl Iermakbon i el of e laman] pRscnEy of moar gnd o
Battidiom Eromn the Lrakie
f So= Bhlngr il

) L}
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178 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMEA

and men wereon leave | and, apart from climatic consitemniion,
his - orders to secure the Khamigin—Hamadan—Fraeli T"l-l.':
] el to gain control of the Caspian required the employmmt of
much of his transport.  In the meantime, in view of possghils
eventunlitiee in the antumn, he hnd started work on the
' extension nortiiwards of the Samama railway,

The wide dispersion of General Marshall's foree ot this perjod
is noteworthy. The advinced detachments of the I
Corps on his right extmded from Kazvin® to Kifrl and Tl
Khormatli ; his Tst Corps was about Samamm on the Tigris s
and the 156th Division, with beadiguarters af Romodi on g
Euphrates, had detachments ot Hit and Sahiliva,

The supply stuation had improved owing to the compl
at the end of May, of the dod—Hilla railway, whid
opened up 4 rich supply area and tended w0 refieve congestiog
on the lins of communications. It was also estimoted thal
owing to the excellent harvests in the Hamadan are and to
ampmnt of fee obdainable in the Enzeli district, sufficlent sups
Eﬁw coitld be purchased in North-West Persia (o fesd 50008

rilenh PO,

On the lat Jine Generol Marshall informed General Dunstes
ville that the mobile motor column, ferming for the purps
of securing the Hamadan—FEnzeli road, would probably
concentrated at Hamadan by the middle of the month, T
columin, wnder the commond of Lieutenant-Colone] €
Matthews (1/M4th Hampshire), would consizt of the M8
Hampskbire, leis twn compandes, (i.e., 400 rifles), two companiss
I2nd  Gurkhas, (G.e, 800 rifles) one section Zlst Moot
Battery and 4 detachment 20ih Combinsd Fleld Aminlase
All the porsonmel of the column, with their equipoent; s
mumition, baggage and mtions, were to be carried -k G
hundred Ford vans.

Croneral Dumsterville was sbill engaged in raming Loyl !
Hambdan, bnd- a party of bis British officers and :
commiziioned officers at Zenjan were taking steps (oW
levies or to sobeidise the local tribes between there and Tatmm

IFi

-

* The Bribsh treops im e road brom Klanbigin o aovin wems dinbribas
A follsws. From ||.|'|..H|:|:ilul iy Kermnmshal (inelasive) ths troom, il 5
ITinl Corpm, wemn the $8th Infariry Prigeide (les on compsay, LN -
shire}, ldih Hussry (b= two squedious), 1210 Company Sappmry sl -
one company [38:h Pioneem and one seten soch ol the Sth Fishl. :
sith Mountzin, omi Gth Light Armosore] Motor Hatisres, ] '1._..'
HKermanghall tis zme was undor Gesieral Danstervilin nmad T e SSS
ot Hunimdin ooe company 1 4dh Hompehirs anid tos armioisd ey o N
Bith Light Armonred Motor Hotrory and at Fasvin four armoouted cum -
same lutbery seel we mgundeom 14eh THessars
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BAKU PROJECT PREPARATIONS I7

Early in June he sent another party to Bijar with the sames
object and alie o by to galn tooch with the Jelus in the
Urtmia ares, though this was not easy, @z they were in an
tsalated siuation and the local Persian ifftcials. amd sukdisry
wore actively hostile to them  Good wogress had alis been
made Eﬂv?li under General Mashall's orders. in raising o
it corps of Kurds, recruited from the Khanigin—
Hﬂd—ﬁnlﬂtmnnﬂt;? aria, to check enemy hostilities on the
line of the Upper Diyala
On the 4th June Genera! Marshall telegraphed to the Chiof
of the Imperial General Staff that General Dunsterville was st
Kazvin ® where he had Bicharakoff under his orders.  As RO
s the Dunsterforce armoured ear squadrest and the mobile
l motor column amived 1o hold the Knevin—FEnmsli line.
; Bichamkoff would go to Bakn and Astrakhan Creiaril
L Dunstervills proposed 1o gend the leading armoursd car
L3 squadmn with Beicharakeff, fullewed later by such troops as
- could bé made availlable ; o= (his seemed to be the best
LIS apportunity which hod se far occiarred, Thinking that it was
not tos lite to save the Baky 58l and Krasnovodsk eotton and
1.8 nbtain entire control of the Caspion, Geseral Dunstervills
1 desired eventually to proceed to Bajou himsslf, He considlersd
' that no effect wonld be obtained by sending only one or two
T British oficers to Baku, which town looked to us for sfiective
K, support, and that ihere wos oo need to destroy the ol fsids
] Genemal Marshall resommended  ihat Cremera]  Drumweesyille
m should bo given o free hand in regard to sending Dritish troops
m’ to Bukn on the condition that he retained contrel aver them
- ving on the 6th, the Chief of the Tmperial General Stafi
1 sitid that H.M. Government did not object to General Thanster-
i ville making preparations to send an armed force to Baky,
but that, until the mobile motor column had artved and
] consolidated the position on the Knovin—Enzeli rosd they
. did not conmider that General Dunstervills, any British :
_ or Bicharnlooff and his Ruassians, sheild go to Haku, They com-
i sidered that even then the movemsnt on Balou should not fake
: place without further referemte to London and dafinits isstrne.
' tions from there. It was thought that the situation in Trans-
. - Crmoral Dhansterwille bid fust transderred hin beardguorters Smes.
., I Formed in Enghund in Janoney 118, mainly uf prosnamal from Commander
W loekne Lampeon's armemeed var wilt which o pobyrmst from. Roads ot the
o el of 1917, the. brigads wus b ‘ot of . five wuiddmne feight armsed
] EW ench), & mator tratspert onlumi, uomalike medien], gkt gaet & windless
o imckann, &l onidnr coovmend ol Colopsd [ D Crawdi [lndlin army]. Tie

addvaicrd party roached Baghitad on, the B0k My | and &f e beglaning of
Justie wow i W o iteway s [orvin
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r—;].l.lf.:_'-i-l W'_".II':] lave clemred I‘I".' the e I hi= ”1"||1IJI'! 1.‘:1”“1"
had reached the Caspinn. Meanwhils General Morshall was 7]
send a full o i_||-,|-:-|-i_|',|-:-|| af the situmsiion, taking inta scesnnt
[I'l.l.' n.:_r.-rh*—l transfer of twn Ok FiTiamn |'-I1|:|'I:|r||:1a In'll'l"l the
Ukeaine and the reported advance of Turldsh troops on Bk

When this telegram was zent, reports received in Londig
‘-Jll.ll.'l.'l."-'l tliat bl Dholslievik jpuweEr "I'IIE"':”""'I' to b “'-L:uhﬁlﬂ

that; as the universal hutved to the Balshs vik leaders fn Fosaiy
mcressed, the seporatist endencies of the variogs rifces them

were becoming mors marksd. Bt thers was no party capshlg
al mspmng  poblc  confidence  sufich atly 1o :l.'].lhu * the
Holsheviks and it consetuently seemed evident that the nemy's
designs in Kussin could only be frustrated by Allisd intetven

tion.  Brtizh troops were already operuting to that snd s

sorth Hussia [ and the Allied Governments of Great Hritam,
France and Italy agreed to ask |apan to take artion in 5 bua
!lurrl:u.',l.'h—up|:|-tl'l:|1l Iy dor political reasons—the President oof s
United States of America donurred at Japiness iR tervegiion,

On the Sth June Genernl Marsbll telopriphed his appcdy
finn,  The sndmy appoared to have complete eormmind ol the
Binck Sea. The Turks were believed to be holding Batim,
Poti, Alexandropol, Tiffis, Marand Bavand and the riilwag
I'ILlI'H'I.[iI1_L' thoss |-i.|l-: 51 while a ghoet nclvanes mewiafed F'-n
them Lobrie, though repaire to the milway might cange slight
I|'.'|'.'|'

East of Tiflis progress would be facilitated by the Tartan,
who had been recently fighting the Armenians and Bolshevits
near Baku, The Turkash foree in Trans-Caveasia and the Urmis
ropion was estitnated at 500 agbres, 28000 rifes and IR
gns, excluding rregidar eletments of the [ulam army, Kutdlk
irresulars and artiflery captiored from {he Russians Porteos
all a Girman cieprl division were belleved io be lmsiliang ab’ Pote
and n locally raised German regiment with abot BOD U eraisian
IraopE was Known in be in Tiflis e enemy's roguler troaqm
were thus estimeted at 55,000 and hé had eontrsl of ses und
rallway communications to Tabriz and throngh Tifks sastwads
Lo witiin about one hundred milet of Bak

The Tartars, who comprised the Fnest fighting materal
appenred to be solidly pro-Turk and were belisved to be alill
te provuce 30,000 iregulars. The Armenians, sxcept e
fighting in company with the Jelus in the Urnmia region
those at Baku, appeared to have made peace with the Tﬂli_l-_"'

—

* Thin mrws kol bom just rovcived,
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MARSHALLS APPRECIATION 181

This left only two groups from whom any material resistance to
the enemy might be expacted, i.o. the Armenisin and Jelas
i the Urnis regon numbering about 10,000 men with five
guns, who were fighting for existence, and the Armenisns mnd

I Bolsheviks in Baku numbering about 100D weith 100 machine

| guns and 33 punz {of which only six were said to be sarvicenhie)
The latter group comprised an unnatural apti-Mobomedan
allinnee formed enby for mmtunl preservation,

It appeired that tlie cnemy Intended to move an Baky,
tloar up the situstion in the Coucasus amd carry out & military
pecapation of Persian Arerbaijan. Considerabie jealousy amd
friction relative to their plans and wetivities in Truns-Capenesla
teed already broken out between the Germans wnd Turks.

There was, continued Genernl Marshall a widle-spread ex-
treme democrtic party in Porda which wis primarly anti-
British and was strongly supported by (erman agemts, while
the power and action of the pro-British party were handicapped

| by the rwoent German mucersses in Franee and by the dis-
turbances in South Persda. T, however, the Turks took Azer-
buijan, Perdan nations| feeling would pobably be arowsed
agamst them just us the mennes of & Turkish advance in Persia
had already gone far 1o alienate the Tangalis from the efemy’s
vaise and 1o facilitate our reaching Enteli, Tribes near and
to the north of Zenjan had also shown some willingness {o
undiertake service on Giir side.

In comsidering the rile of Duansterdorce the length of the
|'::'rI'II'H|J'|'.i'|'|'I1i.I1r|. hadd fas e I.L'J.i-tl'rul.]- nug, miatle 1F i'“p‘[‘-"'-‘fi-hll'
to suppart a force north of Hamodan with any prospect of
SUCEss agandt 0 enemy advancing from Taboe, Witk ihe
mobiie column, of which thres companl=s and two guns were
due to reach Kazvin on the 176h June, and with Bicharakodi's
troogs there should be no difficalty in bolding the Kasvig—
Engoll zond, i possible by aoungement with Kuchik Khan,
and in thus epening up communication with Baku where the
time Inctor wis of considerable impartsnce,  Subsequent
sction should, General Marshall considersd. be decided by
Ueéneral Dunsterville, who wounld be guided by events.  But the
latter had heard the previous duy (rom Baku that the Torke
hnd abgned & treaty with the Armenians Lreprglans and Tartars
coding territary £o Turkey und giving her the right to move
troops over the Trans-Caacasian raflways @ that Tuckish trupes
were moving by road towards Baku and would soon be MOAVING
thers and to Julla by mil ; and that the Baku Armenians re
fused to be bound by this treaty. In thise circumstinces it

XYY s i de S duad ) 1l B JOR/LIMIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
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152  HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

wirttld seem destrable to allow Bicharakaf] tn B to Halkis and i
sendd with him a Brtish mission, with o suitablo ws Bt Lniadep
Geperal Dansterville or anoiler officer, so as b0 comler with the
Armieridans dnd Bolsheviks jatie thee ammonnt of suppart 1o ke
reckoned on i ease of o Turkesh advavice, amd nrmange {f
possible for the purchase of the Cisplan fiest anl {m !I"""-lﬂ'le
af the il helds

From p dsfensive pomt of view Bako was favonrsd
nature and General Dunsterville considered that he coukd hold
It if he conld get there in time. The people of Bakn, who we!
then wavering, would be hoartensd by an assuranes of help i
the form of money and troops: so that Geperal |_I'-.'.||_-:|{-|_n|.|iﬂ.
requested carly authority to give them this assurance, whidh
might, in his opmion, produce gréat results,

After Micharikoff had reached Bakuy, General T"“'-“"':?Hh
wished him to rouse Northern Cawcosin,  General Mairshal]
pemsonolly would prefer the Russinns to rernain on (he Eneel]
road, but, 2z thedr saoral delertorated Iaily, b did pot thiak
that they cold be mdoced to do =i [t was pessibke, if mi
probable, that Bicharakoff might mise more troopsin Northos
Lancasia, but Ceneral Marshall did not think they wonld s
onEent to como to Eneeli

With an increased number of British troops ot Bazvin, &
nieht be possible said General Marshall, to send ATV T R
il mchine guns 1o the Jelus and Armenians in the Lo
regkon, and e formation of ||[H.J|||-u:l||_ lei s i I’-j]ﬂr pnd
hieuld be fmcilitated s0 as o coable s to pily ouar influesnes
nettiwands

U the 124h June General Marshall repocted that Bichamkod
tiis deterrmmed o go to Baku and that Lenin's Ceneermme
himd cateponically refused o wWllow any British {nree or s
ti gl fook m Eossiun tierrifory, but had promised to reinkne
Bak,

in a telegram of the 13th the Clded of the Imperial Genes
=tafl concurred gencrally in General Marshall's appreciafion
bt consldered that the Enemy & coitibatant ,-.::|:|||:1,]| im Worame
Laancissa woidd e ETEWE oF |_|_|.||| || “rEmn |-_.\,|:||-|-|"|I.e-||_ 1[| ﬁ“.
thie und of Georgian and Tartor assistance, it veemed uniikel
thit Baku could hope to hold ut for any length of time, o
it reniorced by Bicharakolf and by any British fores wiikh®
worlld be possible fo send and mamtain there,  There wili BE
objection 1o a few officers of Dhnsterforce being sent to Bk
0 Tepoit on G F'U":i‘l:ll']] there and -u'-_Jph_'J::J_I'l,' nn the :
mhty of destroving the ofl tanks and pipe linss and of aoquinng

Yry s gk fe Sa Tund 1L s [OR/LIMIL/A7/15/66/4 s el
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TURKS OLCUPY TABRIZ 153

the Caspian feet nr preventing it from falling Into the enemy's

hiamsls,  But the despatch of troofe there or the mssurunce of
a artied help seemed to the: Chiof of the Imporin] General Stadf
both mexpedient and dangerous,

Un the 1%th June Bichumkofi—with his Russians, ane
sjuaidron 14th Hessars, two armogred cars of the 8th Light
Armoured Motor Battery and two British aero atpei—found
his way te Enseli barred at the bradgge at Manjil by a Jangall

| force under Germun officers,  After u vain attempt to Patley
oil the part of the Garmans, Bieharubed st tocked maw] eiisprersisd
I the Jangalis withoue diffhculty Leaving the squadron T4tk

Huszars to hold the bridge, he then pushed on snd resched
Resht &nd Enzeli 3 few days later General Dinstervills
persmaded Bicharnkoffi to bhold the road til) British troops
armived , and, reporting this oo the 14th, Genernl Dunsterville
hoped that a belgade each of infantry and artillary  would
ha  panhed up from  Meopotasmin so that [ opporiaty
Hered he could show some foree in' Baku,  He aniicipaied
that he could arrange for their supply fn Bako, and would
redpire . nothing except ordnance stores; eomforts and soma
Erescenies from Mesopotamd.

About this time Bicharakofi decided to tum Bolshevik as
bring the only means by which he could guin a fpoting in the
Cavrnss ; and he aceepied the st of commuender of the Red
Armiy i the Chocasms.  After visiting Baky, where he reported
the situation to be obscure owing to conflict betwesi the
pro-Brtish and anti-Beitish parties, Richarakof returned 1o
Eneeli on the 2nd June ind began to embark his troops

Turkish troops oocapied Tabriz on the 14th June and General
Dumsterville sent 4 small detachiment to Minneh 1o wately for
any forther southward Tarkish movement. At the zame time
ho asked if Geseral Marshadl conld =end him any mare troops,
as, thoagh the local tribes were friendly o us apd hated the
Purks, they were onlilely to resdet 2 Tuarkish advance smless
supported by British troope.  Gensral Marshafl replied, 1 he
reported t0 the War Office on the 18th, that General Dianster-
ville was nod to count wpon any Increase to his focoe General
Marshall explained that he was already having extreme diffi-
culty in supplving Dunsterforce with lubticants, petrol, ord-
nance stores, amrmunidon  and spare parts® and could not
guaranies Lo maumiain any Iafger foce.  Geneml Marshal
ilser said that Gesioral Dunsterville had anked for authority to

Tl Mol larielgir

® Whn moky, mourtidoats ol wis ooising escessdue wans asd trar o all
i amien ] tramepory vehhcbe
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£ read trom hazvin to Tabrz, “'i'iiizlﬂwdd
ke abewst five imo ths,  Hut he did nay TeCiEmInend ‘-Jli'-, ui
it would Tacititade the moveiseni ath Frmi [abriz of: a furiy
lirger than we sumselves could amtmin nt [Karvin -
| { week loter it was reported that Tuark i troops b O giag
L pafs abhoit Ewernty miles to the U1t w irel ff T.&i'-ri:_
the Turkash force ab Tabels then being estimuted g alig !

improve and metal th

e

'_"HIr-----'-., writh twer gms x
1 [l ovancs of the Brtsk i e Mo coluamm Tiward |
] | e Laspian wos delaved by want of Inbel: ints, ond tha of
I C A Squadron of the Dunsterfurce Armisuied Car Brigade
11| it rulberi tyTes®  proving maegunl to ihe hetit mnel Iﬂ'lﬁ-
.*' straen of the bad mads ot by the end’ o June Ges

Dnnsterville hard sectred the whole o the rrad o Enzelit i
spite ol octive hiostilities agminel his {oree s LT J-U'lgiltl.
Phe thickly wooded o ntry and the wet tice fiefds favourd thy
E‘tlr'ﬁﬂ:‘- B E1es II{ thiz |1'i|.lr- HL['. i he fl-'.!.":--ln:ln' ||.:|-',| '::I.!'ﬂﬂ;-
acquitted themselves well it Impressod tha Jangils with g
comsierible respect for their fighting quulities. The armoumg
cars had abso & good effoct. though they were seldom alibs fii
move Off the runds

Kepirts from  varogs sources confirmed the rii-amﬁmq_
betwern Gernmnans and Lorks n the Cancasns and showed gl
thorr differences were serious, [ Wik Stated that the tresils
Miscle by the Turks with the 1 irtnrs, Leorpiins and Armieniz
were nhaolgisly contraiy in ke PrEvInus agresinent CRIne i
betwrenn the farrrmans wnd Turks, s was alkg the Turksis
advanceon Bakn.  The breorgians and Armenians wore reprried
o have appealed to th LrElmEns saving thsne ihe Turks hisl
hkmedd thern to slen thess broaties by force = and L||e-!_;e:r|m
1w said b reqiusted the Taiks to withdraw to their 150
frontier and had also Issued Instructions to e loeal otheen
ind agents to provent o Turkish sdvanes o Haku ThiE Jesi] fui
tho Turks being unable o me raulway through Tighie
.'! towards Baku and to ¢ heir advancing mataly by posd Ersfpog-
I' dently of the railway.? Tt was ileo o, porteed that the Getrim
]

] had received permission from the Boldevik Govermmen ti
11 ocoupy Baku, and that the Tork resented this and ot
. © Lhewn mubbmrine Syvive we Elted b oment the fntense ool il i T e
R, In the best the plawtic Sy aclilifed v Brokey back el Gl

| | Blafeiing ruia
| I et bl manewd Eliees platoois | i FEint piliire fom Dt from. M i
| Harvin

Ena ovoteitly dus fuo (his Chat e Tl advansn oo Taks w6
muER ieloynd s il wan,
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LENTRAL ASIAN SITUATION 5]

Gorman movements in the Cakasis us megsures clodibeeriitely
intended to limit Pan-Turkish schemes,  This was felt all the
more seutely, as the Turks reslised’ biow their past palicy
towards the Aribs had only resulted in inducing nveterate
hostility towards themselves : and their movemant to il
Laucasns had been largely inspirsd by the hope of p;.1ir:h:|ﬁ TS
compensation for the loss of their Arabisn proviness v the
realisation of seme of theds rl.-m:. for an cxpansion of the
Uttoman Enpire.  Moreover, there was by this time o universal
Turkish dislike of, if not hatred to, the Germans 5wl i had
been cnhanced by the recent failure of the German offensive
to reach Pirs and make speedy, cnd to the war,

Tha situation east of the Caspian gove us muel cagse for
anxiety ot this time.  German and Turkislh ngemits Were active
in Trans-Caspia, Turkestun, Bokham and Aphanistan, The
Bolsheviks had control of Tashkend and. to hely them b dieal
with various oppanents, were said to be enfolling and arming
Ansiro-Huanganan prisomers of war, of wlhiom ther  wiire kmeam
to be about thirty thousand in the ares.  The Amir of Afghanis-
tan, was matntaining s consistently {rendly attitade towards us.
Pt he was faced by a very difficult internal sitution, owing 1o
the existence of a large peo-Turkish party anxiouns for anti-
Britinh action. He was said to regand the Bolshevik activities
in Bokhara with some apprehension, and there was n con-
siderable Afghan party which faveured the seizure of the
opparturity to regain territory taken from Afghanisatan by
Kuzsia in 1885 At the end of June, General Mallson lelt Simla
to proceed via East Persia to Meshed to take charpe there of the
Bintish Mission, whose object was to combat German and Turkish
propaganda and efforts to organise hostilities aguinst us or our
Allies. Here. as in North-West Persia, our capacity was greatly
bimited by the long and diticult line of communications. ®

Om the 25th June the Secretary of State for India telegraphed
to the Viceroy that the enemy ndvance in the Cavcasus and
the poasibility of its further extension eant of the Caspian had
made it necessary fo consider carcfully the whole military
sttuation in Central Asia and the delimitation of spheres of
control between the Goverrment of Tndia and the War Office,
After full consideration, His Majesty’s Government tind decided
to allot to the Government of Indin the sphere comprising
South and Fast Persia, Truns-Caspin and Turkestan Geeral
Drmsterville’s operations m North-West Persin would remain

“‘ﬁir furthor details, se " Fast Parsiay! b BripediecGotersl WL 1
M-I
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ander the Gemeral Offcer Commandimge in My opotamia, whe
woild also be e R JHIT ible for the odl-fi ld= in Arahd sTad mrwd 1h.l'.
H-.l!n..llh IIi cnithEry

A% Fegnrtle Souih Persin, (consmm) Svked® foree rermiaane] e
vestod i Shirnz by hostile tribes s tirg noder mnetigution
of the anti-British elenients in Persda and aesistad B Gty
agents, among whom Wissmuss especially was «till artive
Fowards the end of June, however, Generul Syvkes was ohis by
political meand (o bt about dissensions amone his P
w0 addition (o the arcival of relnforcements, from India,
it Hushire and Bandar Abbas promised to relieve fhe sittistion
Iheere 'wis samme anxiety lest the Bakhtiars should becogmp
imvoived and fo endanger the oil-belds. But General Marhall
wai abde o romntain oordinl reloticns with the Balchuias
cluiels | and, 1o assist the leading chaef to restore LoCTrity al-'-tu.l
the Ahwar-Tsfahan road, General Marshall placed o sectios
af the 3lst Mountuin Battery at hi= disposal with mog
sutisfactory resules®

As |-e-_.'_;.1r'l|- North-Wiest Persin, the phase I the CHpreTtannES ol

Drunstoriorce concludisd by the se |||i|1_.,; of the road n E.EI.HH. b

hisd boen spccessiul o o defimite exient Mgt G Lide o
cnrey ool i onginl object in the Caoneasus, it had for fhe G
being chacked the advance of Turco-German agenis wnd sl
srmmed  Besdlies dnto Persta, huid defimtbsly stopped the Germag
_|.;|'!._;.|!| et 2oothwiard and had mamitained pﬁ;ﬂ..ﬂ

socurity in the Kermanshsh-Hamadan orea.  In fact, bt e

its restraintng mflaence, the enemv's plins, o embamis i
by a rising in Persin on o preliminary 10 an attack onos
Menpotamian eommimications and. 1o hosiile action againe
oty Indian frontier, would probably hove reached 5 muoch moes
sfvanced sigge. Bot'much still remained to be done '

U the 28th June the War Office sent the following telsgmm
to (reneral Mocshill ;

“H. M. Cevernmient are not antiafed thak we Jrr-'l:a.ﬁ:n]
1ull ndwvantage of oor epportumities or that in NortWe
Persin and on the Csspian oor maximum efforn 6 besg
madg, Whole situation should be reviewed by yoe
hght of more recent tiformation’ regarding lack of e
activity in the plains of Mesopotamia and local shppiss
Information shows that, at any rate for some time b cimd,

= prtwpiad Miarahue(l gl = Ris Desphich it = vorithy sl fecoril MH—

frciipn of am Imcllan swentoln battery im the hottest seoon ol e

cirvernd & dietinoe of 355 milve i 28 mioching davs and e turmsd vwith ool
Gt 1l dhuat excol 1
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BRITISH POLICY DEFINED 157
ﬁ the enemny do not intend to make a further effort in
Mesopotamia, By the end of this vear you will recelve ten
k- more Ford van comparied, and considerably more transport
than ihould be relessed on tompleting the collection of the Hilla
Iﬂn. harvest, In order to increase vour supply on the Heshi®
- road, tranaport on other fnes mnst be cot down to the Derest
'hj' | limitzs Inwhorl, & greater and mope sustaioed effort must
s be made in North-West Persin,  HM. Government attach
i . mope impottance to success in that sphere and to sscuring
Lo temporiry control of the Caspian than you sppear 1o
o appreciate.  The War (Hfce concurs in ihiz visw. You
ﬂ'. should pesh a raitway serviy towands Kermanshah beyond
- H]thlillllL. adlvisdng me of qu-.u,1'1|,'._'|_|;,:||l1t'!.' of IO EL VE il
railwnys prove imposible. The Khamgin—Resht rosud
g must be placed in the best possible state to stand toffic
e, throughoot toxt winter and depofs must- be envrgatically
i estnblilshed along this road.  Though there 15 no nocesstiy
; ten penid Iroops ti3 Tehran, it 1s necesans 1 in order 6 '-=,1]1||||:|rr
naf ouer Minister’s policy at Telran wnd to indoce Persinn
ﬂ.l Lrvernment to subserve British intereste, to sbow sufficiont
e foroe &t Kazvin, A company or two of British infantry is
e not snfficient for this purpose.
ull " Begarding Endell and Baku we are £ in the dark
el i feel that Dimsterville §s pot keeping you fully sdyvised
wd with information on these places, for surelv at Resht ke
ke trist be able to communicate with Bicharakoff and get
(1L detinls regurding situntion af Bako and Caapdan shipping.
= Bearing in mind that 4 permanent w:rup.'l.F;;t:.:m ol Pmn
s & not m goestion, you should call on Dhnsterwalle for a
nr:_—,l, lall apprecmtion on these points. [ we can get complete
coptrol ol LCaspian shipping, destroy the Balo pompin
W plant, pipe line and ol reservoirs, we shall have attain
ki our peesent object. Dunsterville should be asked exuctly
mf Wt lee requites in troops for this defimite porpode, kivowing
5" as he presumably dots your transport problems and the
o present capacity of the Hunadan—Resht road.  We wre
W umabla to advize the War Lakdnst TEHT.!].‘.IIIHE the d.u.lnifll.
o of troopd to Halon until wo recsive soch considered apinion
B from you and Dunsterville.  While fully apprechiting what
w yuur difficnifes have been amd the somewhat uneertain
- policy in the past involved by the rapid chiange of pvents,
E_ we are confident that you will realise now that vour main
- attention must be directed towards Persda and the Casplan,
= * Tpealid ;'l; chome B0 Kibpe ki - =—
o
-
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| umd Yhat, i order 1o W omplish our objects Balky, o
the Caspian snd ot Tebran, a supreme effort will b miade
by van bo ntilie as mnmy ttoops &5 Yo am able io "“'"'i:”"l-ﬂ
i North-West Persia

OUn the 3h June General Masshall informad the Way
(MEvee that thetr tnstroctions had bees com I Eeyd 1|||_jm,;-.ml
I honsterylls imd  that e wrapilid |-_-||-__'r..l:-|| "il;[TlIE'] “"J-'lﬂl
hie knew General Dunstesville's bisst spamion.  In thie JIRTEiT ™S
time he was making every preparation to get ready the g
which General Dumsterville bad previously asked for® &
telegriam from the latier, dated the 28l stated that, after i
full disenssion, Generals Dhinsterville il I,-ij.,i|_.-|-g||i|;||:f agtou].
thut the situation in Baks was meore favourable than bud
been represented and that there was a preat possibility of
organsing s successful defence, saving the oil-feldy e
secunng the fleet by wsing Bicharakoff's force as a nurles
The mest exsential thing was to str fgthen Bichamind with::
pelpatds proof of British aipport. Aboot the 1st July four
armotred corst would embsrk for Balos and Getieral Dhirsternlls
proposed to send later o COInpany of the 1/4th ”.\ﬂ'ﬂ_‘uih:l‘u Bl
escort the Brtsh officers with Bicharakoff, General [hanste.
ville wits very anxioos to go to Baka himself, but mist W
A more isvourable opportunity.  Bicharakoff had promised hin -
that this woikid nat be i# |_:|.l||l.\,| when ||_||_ peiriies I"-'-'J. a 0
receive lim and sink dbsension for the commen o ject ol
oflering reststance to the Turks

U the Znd July the War Office requestod Gereral Mapbll)
Lo bt Cesperanl Dissterville o Wl B aarlhy s m
L mission of two or three officers to report on the situatio g
homsnovodek ind bo accortnin whether o Bi itish force wollkl &
weleome there} and if Jocal supplies were sufficient for jis mae
tenanee.  If the resnlts of this reconpaiEance wore favireralle,
the satiiation m Torkestan wos soel tha H.M. Govermment e
propared 1o ek s small force, The Mizsion shodd ks repon

n the possible parchase by HAM. Governmment of the thil
woumulated cotton erop in Trans-Cascpin § ahowld sicssts
whether wll enemy agents and prisoners of war thes ol 1w

e e e e

=
e el =

* Tlie appurextly wount the wriillery and oyt beigades el b I
Lienign| Dunmervills s the 14dth L windeda him b0 sliw sogns dorce O

I LN the Thunwieriorss Armauaesil Car BRri g ale 1

i & Tirtiewtan Mssbsm in the Courisis hitl kbt oo By Apet e
ihat & amull Mrstiab gipres gt fae seaid

b L wne rejuerted theit by ymaes’ ke ol oatlo ey e ihee Contrn] otk
maibway and that the chiel Geoman wpent G it i evpork ot dhengh el bl

e

] iilfure] S8 OOUOHNF Fui Bles (or i3
|
Y da gide da Sa dad ) 1l G JOR/L/IMIL/T7/15/66/4 :as 4l
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BRITISH TROOPS FOR PERSIA I

interned and should try and ge: in touch with Russisn Tirkes-
tan, where the situation was believed to be ax follows —a
Britishs officer (Captain Jarvis) from Meshed was on his way lis
Askibad where there were Armenlans @ the Turkomane, if
favourably approached, were believed to be friendly ; the
Bolsheviks' power was waning; the Bokharins were snti-
Bolshovik and would combine with any power o get tid of
them | and some of the 38,000 prisoners of war, controlled b
the Holsheviks at Askabad and 'lPuuhI:nnd. wete armied, but they
were short of food
This undertaking was to be & separats one from that far
Baku, though eventually trovps sent to Bakn miight have o be
traniferred to Kmsnovodsk @ and any tronps sent to etther
place were to be at once repliced in North-West Pendia by
troops from Mesopotamin. Though, technically, Krasnovodsk
was i the sphere under India it was to be temporasily nder
Creniernl Marshall®s control
Un the dth July General Marshall seist o further reply to the
War office tedegram of the 28th June, paying that hi= Director
of Lical Resources was already at Kusvin organising the pur-
chuse of supplies on o large scale. In the meantime the 39th
Irfantry Brigude hod been ordersd to move intn Persia by
battalions as transport became available @ and they woald be
followed by o Geld artillery brigade (less o battery already
an route), an engineer fiekl company and a feld ambulance.
These troops would move by might and would have to take
tents, as the maximum day temperature averged about
116° F. and there were no trees.  Part of the transpornt allotted
for the collection and distribution of the Hilla horvest was
being withdrawn and all available lorries, including thise
helonging ta the artillery, wers being utilised to supply Dunster-
force, General Marshall did net think that iy metalling put
on the spongy Persian road would stand lorry tmffic in the
winter nin and smow ; at that season he would have to rely on
Ford wans, carts and pack trapapart with their corresponding
g line beyonil Khonigin had been
The su of a rail wJinn
mrru.m-:n::EE month usly,* but there were comiderable
difficulties. Work on the Persian rosd was well [n hand,
though labour was scarce. T phic communication with
General Dunsterville had broken down and hkis opiolon was
“till awaited in regard to the War Office Instructioss under

'ﬁlﬂﬂllmnflhmﬂnn}hnm'hhhmww“u
progress, bk b svobesd heavy weekis ile Jalkal Hameta.
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refetenice,  As General Dunsterville had repeatedly asgem, N
that &n infactry apd an artillery brigade coold live ':I:I i
commtry east of Hamndon, the pr::run, BECEERITIES Wire smootke
en roee, wndl subsequently petrol, lobricating ofl, 'F'l-l'ﬂ
ammunition, clething, medical requirements, ordnanes s
etc, Uf these the suppy of petrol was the most diffz
this shoold be eusier if we held Baku  Genersl Mg
concluded

“The wish of HM. Goveroment to show oy g
force gs possible in North-YWest Persia is thoronsh ]
realised and enly spadce and the lack of means to o
that space imits my efiorts to camry oul that poliey!

Cm the 3rd July Bichamloff accompanied by & few Rl
officers and four British armoured cars sailed from Ennsljis
Alyat, thirty-five miles south-west of Bakuy, m_'rmh
-:Mpmunn with the Hed lorces [rom Baku, to s
bridge over the Kurn river, 150 miles to the wnt-u.-a;d_

On the 5th July General Morhall repeated 1o the
Ciffice 4 1.l.'||:.l.'.';r i of the rd from General Dunstervills,
padd that the sitention of Engelt n.ru'E Boko was most some
Hr considered it advisable to avoid on open “-‘Fl'"!-“‘ﬁ
anti-Botish Bolshevik Committee at Enzell who had S00RS
Guards there bat who did not dare tointerfere with hing 48
classe at Baku appeared determined to defend it |
Pratks and desired British aid, ot the Bolsheviks &
nny attempt on our pact to reach Balko and the Cas
Tl Cifcumstances W was Quite I|1:||.|-.|-,"11.r.ln: for the fmel
to establish British control of the Cagplan ; omid ﬂ:.f_-m]_:.r e
I.I.Ill["|. ol our secur g @ [y I“'h In I:'I-..nku I.11|.' I sur eoeiGncte
with Die hemrmbeof®, swho wiiled deal ki |.'|.- with o= i we dd sa
hime  Ad the some time Bicharakofl's !l-mu“nn Wis EXi
difficult ewing to his connection with us Cur&aq-u
s not o aliemale the Balaheviks and make them foee B 'ﬁ_
kofl to cut adrifi from s, General Dusterville had na's 17
aver the Wossinn wirelsss at Enzeli and had hnut.pd_ﬂ
of lis detachment thers 1o 50 nfles.  But, as Bichas
men and the Rod Gords svacuated Enzeli, thiv detackns
would e incressed until we effectively contralled Emil._ii ¥
mtended a similar policy st Baku, bt it was eseontisl thabs
shoald bave at Enzell o foree rendy to seize an ophos

which might occur at any moment throwgh the downfal 4
central Bolshevik Government or any other cose
of contralling the Caspian would be fost if Baku fall

Yey Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
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DUNSTERVILLE'S VIEWS 1=l

e Turks seemed to be operiting in three directions,
namely Hﬂaiﬂﬁt Biku, south of Tabriz und agninst the Julus
| teneral Dunsterville's information wes that they intended
= and to take Baku first ; and to hamper their advance we should
o, place u containing force before Tabriz und coneentrate on
Be, b nasating the Jelus, If General Dunsterville received a
Faimll cavaley Togiment aond & mountain hntlﬂ'lgr be copsidersd that
. ﬁthmlﬂhnﬂywduﬁddﬂlﬂhryh‘aﬂuhmmldhﬂv:
sufficient troope, if they arrived before any radical change in
1ehly the situation took place. He eonld not empliasize too strangly
et the necessity of hastening the despatch of this force in visw of
the inits sitnation st Baly, Urmda and Tabriz aned the
2 possibility of rapid development in any or all of these places
i and of the Inteness of the season,
el 5! General Marshall added that his nrrangements for collecting
Iz W tramsport were nearly complated.  His infantry, whose leading
& gy unit would reach milhead that night, would be despatotied
E first by motor transport, half & battalion at time, snd the
W gans and first and second line transpart would fallow by ronite
b march. The 8th Field Battery had ronched Hurunabad and two
. squadrons 141h Hussars were due at Hamodan next day. He
- had made arrangements to send ammunition to the Jelus,
) Bl The views of the general situntion held xt this perod by the
General Stafl in Indin and the War Office are shown by tle
-t follewing summary of el nﬁhir correspondence which took
1k plece betwern the 4th and the 12th ju y. Tel Eﬁngu*unn
Lok the 4th, the Commander-in-Chief by India ullr.-nulﬁ‘: i
. opinionn based on such information as was at his dispos F |
and he asked for the commenta of the Chiel of the Tmperial
Geonersl Stafl.  India’s imcreasing importance as a source ol
v supplies and man-power seemed o obfer o military objective
. which Germany might consider worth her serioues attestion. |
For she was aware that, if the anti-British war party in -
Afghanistan got the hand, the resultant disorder on
the Imidinn frontier encoumge insccurity in India and
cause o diminution of output of men and su ;oand ns
Grermany desired commercial sontrol of Centrl Asian markets

g up to the Indian border, she might be prepared to take consider-
i able risks to moke the Afghan ind Persian frontiers hor objec.
o tive.  For this, large German forees would not be necessary, as

a Furkwh expedition under German leadership might create
the required disturbancs,

ha No further development appearad probabile on the Salonila
front. We seemed likely to remidn on the defensiviein Palestins

Yes Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
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Ciesieril Marshall's forve, though not ::||||1-.'-:|1.|.:q]:1 ittt
Wils I|I'|'r_||_' |--\,'_.-||.|_-|'! (NN LE] hite coffBmEaTIaNS &R |||- r|E|'|_1' M
A P e b b pendoouly axposed, fape imlly ey winfe
ppine : while the enomy’s efiective line ol communicitie
Tabrz, which was bevond our teact aif1cd DTN I Winter; g
him an sdvantage which might enable Jim t --II rninate Telumg
and menpee (reneral Mashalls right fiank. s Toipge

the srtidzitiain was too ciisotic To Qi ||'I It of iny ne |1.Ih!t ‘t.'_|: ” H

It thias appesred, csigel Ureneral Monmo, that Ceeneral !ﬂ'_“.ﬂ"
foroes might be oXpes ¢ 10 o donperons exlent and that foe By
pime beime, the Brtish stratemic role in the Enst s b g
defenstwe one.  Comssguently, ti mest contingences in i

ard

Fast, it stemed necessary to have o contral rserve whng

atrengtly distnbotion the Cide! of the J:II|.r| rlitd ﬁ[aﬂh

could declde.  For its location India bad certam .1.|J.1.'H1:|u"|g|_
Reforring to these views General Marshiall telegraphed on fis

oth, offering the opinim that peither Indin nor the Wi (i

gseemed [ully 1o reilise the difficuliies of Keopaing o fore fad aalt

ﬁi'.;|'||_'|'|.1-'||. i Persda, e was venitving the estimate of &
Jocally procurable, but e thought it img rabable that & Tange
forve than was then n Pereda and under o ||| b e e doll
bé malntained, For ot least five momths in the winter THebs
winitle] b P £ ahle oaly for Hght & I-"" and he had lli.l:l‘ﬁ
tor menil from Mewpotumia anything not obtmnabls in P
for the pecumiclation of the necessary resarves
[t was nob safe to rely on petting petmol from Balm. 08
iHl ot dov so, he would |||'.q' to supply it fron Mesopotiss
and the lurge mumber of Jorries required for ity transport g
not work after the wet weather set in.  The supply of ol
and equipment .nu.|.'.iL lpave hun no mechanical {iaospets
|- e and would take away some which he had reckigstss
the harvest 6 ".ln-|| ytamia. Further, as ths @m
of ~--F~ and wounded from Persa might be delayed for e
sileralibe periods in the winter, e would have to increass the
medhicn] units theve and form & five menths 11“-!‘1"«'Eﬂ'iﬂ1lu
viires -
[|| conclusinn hiesaid that, owing (o the exie nsive mechim
trimpott togquirements ol Pemsul, any advance beyvond ik
head on the Tigris and Euphmibes fronts wotld be ool of the
que stion, while the 1L Cen PE wioalch I'I:I-I'_'. ETIREN th-‘lﬂM
timnaport thien bedng used for 1bs magntennned, It
unlilealy that the additional ten Ford van © 'r1||1'l"-lJI|I"'.'l
hirn would he avaiinbie before the end of the §éur
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THE GENERAL SITUATION

Un the Jth July General Marshall left Baghdad on leave to
India, the senior officer present (Major-General H, D. Fanshaws,
18th Division) officiating in his place,

Un the 10th the Commander-in-Chief in India, referring to
Ureneral Murshall's wire of the 8th, telegraphed to the War
Office that, &s the originul vbject of the ruilway extension to
Tilerit soemisd to have lost much, if not all, of ity force, it seemed
i waste of materind and rolling stock, badly required elsewhere.
to contimae with it. :

‘The War Office telegraphed on the 12th a summary of the
latest available information relating to the varous theatres in
which India was interested. In Palestine the Germans seemed
thclined to withdraw units and the Turco-German forces there
steiied unlikely to reach the figure previously estimated
(e, BSH000). It was therelore, limpmbable that General
Allenby would require strengthening unless it was for offensive

operations in the winter | and these would be contingent on the
autwmn situation in Europe, In the mesntims the Hejar was
Attracting considerabile Turkish attention

The situstion i the Balkans hnd been favourably ultered
by a recent change in the Bulgarian Government, snd this muast

cawse Turkey uneasines in the west at o time when she Wils
concentriting ber whole effort in the east,

Genernl Marshall's position coubd be asssiiled by three routes,
ie,, Caucasus—Tabriz, Nisibin—Mosu] asd Evphrates, Unless
the enemy abandoned their Cavcosos ambitions, which was
unitieely, they had no troops available for a threst oo either
ling. In faef, everything pointed to incressing discord between
Tuorks and Germans in the Cavcasns and to efforts on both sides
to sapport their opposing policies by increasing troops in that
area.  Moreover, the total Torkish mobile feserve did Dot
amount o more than three divisions or about 15000 rifles,
Consequently any serious threst against General Marshall mst
be l‘lj' zermans mnd they were got in a position, until & decision
wat obtained in Europe, to undertake sedous offensdve opera-
tons in Mesopotamia or elsewhere out of Eorope. It was,
thersfere, considersd that General Marshall counld rely on
carrying out his policy without interruption by the enatny for
some time to come, but naturally hampered by contingent
problems of transport and space.

The situation in Afghanistin seemed to depend largely on the
Amir's personsl influence. The possabifity of enemy agent
intrigues was of course always present, but the prrival of even
small batches of enemy troops on the Afghan border necmed

- 11
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remole and no real dinger of any considemmble enemy strength
bong developed there wis anticipated. _

Even o the situnton m FPerzia became WD, We "IJIII.I “
aflord to lot & mPoence ot |L'-|II-'|.HE'I tlie prismecutinn of GEI:IEIi
Marshall's plan: So Jomg ns the Hll.lr.l-.]il'l —Enzeli road was
socrred, 1 owis considered that no likely development in
or East Persin could seriomsly influence the military sitps
except with regard to the oll-felds in Arabistan, whose
was  wital

Althoogh the sitaation at Hoko and on the Cispian was
pbecure, there was nio evidence to show any immediate
ol a Turksh or German adwince throogh Trans-Caspia
ik, factor there in the encmy's favour was the presencs
20,000 to MO0 prisoners ol war, tut there were indicaiis
that efforts were bemp mads 10 send these back o B
It wan also clear that netther Torks vor Germans woild
weloamed at Baku or in Troms-Caspea ond that, m the
area, they would probably encounter armed opposition if e
qm'u|,|_r,|g¢-|i it wath  sotne =Tt The syvuntion ds
however, on our sécuring control of the Lasman,

The ronclusions come to were ¢ thet the enemy PeEnET
in the Ciscasus wes primaniy econome ; thet Lis progres '"
hindered by the clashing of Gemman and Turkish palicy; e
Turkish forces could not be made available for & serious th
in any theatre so lobg a8 they were éxploiting the L i,
and that Crermany woild make oo serious military; eiore
Az Gl by mmain ofiort in Sorope collapsed oo was sope =
and of this eordy information woold resch us, I8 appess
that the enemy wos mom emboarmassed than we thought ;andii
poornnd safon) for us {o mEr:L|1 . beld ]mli-r."_,' in tho East g
wihiat forces we hal awmilable

Thae 1r1|=1__:::|:|:| ropelarked |:-!.: EAYINE that, ulrh:ln.ih [
recurity of India for a long time to come appesmed to/ kit
no ground for anxiety, our main interest in the East wisiois
her from embarrasment likely to reduce: her power to) 'I'_
in military undertakings elsewhere ; amd it wos suggestel Sl
the threat to Indin would virtually disappear if Afgh i
would, in her own interesis, actively defend ber: more
{remtiers agamst the Centml Powers.

All reports received by the British Govermment at th
continwed to show that the Bolshievik situntio wits o
precanious and that the vanous separatisi movements
pmiming pround  The Balahevil leaders, however, wete i ops
allimrce with the Gennam, who socupied such a Large partd

|
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TURCD-GERMAN DISPOSITIONS 195

Husam 55 1o give tham a strong econemic bold on the country,
But it seemed pessible that Germony might orgoniee a conmter-
i revolution under her own auspices, which would atiract {he
i separatists 1o her. In any case, the necessity of tmmmedints
i Allicd intervention appeared to be imperative.
| In the Caucasus, the Germans, who were estimated to have
about 3000 troops guarding the railway from Batum to Tiflis,
were sidd to have prohibited Turkish troop movements by rail-
wity until the Turks withdrew from Georgia to the pre-arranged
line. Hut the Torks, evidently intending to oceupy Baky in
.E".i-'r defiance of the Germuns, continued to advance in that direction
. E;P roail from Alexandropol and Jolin.  News woe also received
1t the Torks contemplared an ently advance into North-West
. Persia with their recently formed Ninth Army.® of which one
% ammy corps hod been instructed to concentrate on the line
Dilman—RKhoi— Julfi with a deiacliment at Taboz to watch
British movements and prevent 4 junction between the British
and Armeniuns,  There was little news of the progress made in
ruiing the ** Tslam Army, 't bat the formation under Turkish
nuspices of the indépendent "' Union of Ciiacasis Mountainesrs™
discloved Turkdsh suceess in winning over many of the Mahome-
dan tribes, Parts of the weak Sth and 6th Torkish Divisions
were practically surrounding the Jelus at Urmia, but the latter
were successfully holding their own. On the 1th July a
. Britksh aerdplane flew there from Mianel and arranged with the
. Jelus io make ksortie to the south, ln arder to mestand tuke over
: at Sain Kale on the End a convoy of ammunition for them sent
L by the British, A small British column from Kesmanshoh had
alsg about this time moved out and sccupied Sehneh, anticipat-
ing a Turkish movement from Sulnimaniyn o seize that plce.
| I the meantime, Bicharakof's plan 10 secure the bridge over
N the Kura river had failsd, owing to the pusillanimoue behaviour
ol the Ked troops from Baku © and h'tli?:\l'.lhl'_"ll'l obliged to fall

I8

i * The Pirtish uneertood] thet thin nemy comsietsd of pix o mvin idlviaios,

i wipse titilir oumbers were mncerimin,  §t has sison bean asceriained  jfm
Ti Tairbiali wiwi i umt.m:;r:ﬂq-u formed an the Wil Jene of the T and
IV Cancasus Arm 1

LT PII ik - af the §ih, Sk
Ikth anil 1ih Comdanims Divisons and o 13ih und 1fth Dhvisboms, Ehe
lasi having crms Fees T Enim K nmanis

The &itle * Caueanis = was criginally el i 1608 in the rﬂ-hn:hn il
the much depleted Turiah Thind Anmy, the Sth, #h, WHb Iith &
Codym, bocviming ~ Camcesss * Diviniooe with the ssme deular numbees,
their afgiea] compoment divisions wimitarly hecoming Caucasws regiments
The Mgk azd 37k Mevinons wers ales oomed Cagoues diviske .of thin Hme,
Swbarquently, the tens * Cancisus ™ was furtber appbed o umiis sod Jorms-
teans of the Islam Armw
T Thene was etil! unceriainty as io ik CoRTi i ol soogs,
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| . 198 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA
| back towards Baku, delayving the lTurkish advance as mods g

| posaible. Hut e found that he could place no refiance o e
. Hed troops,* and this gave rise 1o a feciing of hostility

thermn mnd his own men
On the 15th July the War Office telegrapned o the G
{ffficer Commanding in Mesopotmmia thal—owing parily i ™
unwillingness 1o break with the Bolslevils at Enseli and )
aned F":lﬂl"" f0 his confdence in Dicharakofl which they did 5
entirely share—General Dunsierville seemed to be .:I_|-r_iIr
a policy of ipactivity If the General Oificer Comming
considered it fensible, General Dunsterville rigkil b muothon
o siriks ut Bolshevik influence at Enzeli by the rem
drngeroums individusts ; and also, i the General Uffiosr 05
manding considered that ciroopmstands eendered it dedmil
or possitle, with due regard o the safety of the Hamadigs
Enpshi road, for Genersl Dunsterville to send pincers or 8
force to Baku, the War Office would be glad to see i
Their information about the situation at Eazell, Balm mmdg
thi Caspian was inadequate and they tncked Information s
the fliet and the shipping.  The situation scemed to'bel :
favourabile than it was @ fortaight previously and they S
"-1”:’:'1”"!' font all the |_|:;j|_-|_'|'|'|_'||il'l|'|_ that Crenernl  Thunet .T. 1
could send 1
In reply to this, Geperal Dunsterville demied that he
(nactive,  His esdeavotr to hiodd Engell might led folses
hostilities with the Bolshevils, as they were infuriatel &t .
pelusal of HAL Govermment 10 recogniss them and _'_
firmly determrined than ever not 10 arcept British mifitary
if Ay {arnm r::-:--j'lt '|1Ti1111lr'|.it'i.|'|l'l. amid TEUEIES in reten dorg .
Anv farm of aetivity by him in regard to Bakn woulkl 58
actusl eonflict with the Bolsheviks., Bichamakotf's trastim
ness could enly Be tested by results, but Geperal JTSE
was sore that Bicharakofl was working in Allisd [sisS
and il his plans succeeded he could save Bukn and il
Caspian, where the fleet was friendly to lim. - Crver twg In
stegmers were available on the Caspian ol any tirme, b e
usedess to us 5o long as hostile Bolsheviks held all the pos
In forwieding this reply to the War Office on the Tith i

1 -
o

General Fanshowe sdded b oplnion that, as He
troops were then about one humdred miles wesk
aur troops comnkl enter that place anly by consslis

= LA

& 4 Dritleh semoursd car {21 ints TorkiEh haods at s Rl (ERGEES
Hei trpops having abandeosd o nnppaning pand Apums} ervinm
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DIVERGENT VIEWS 197

garrizon and that—even i i were posible—to send & small
force there would ackieve no result.

Creneml Dunstérville paid & visit to Baghdad from the 18th
to the 2th July, going part of the wiy there and back by
acroplane and armving back at Kaezvin on the 24th. On the
Ithh the General Officer Commanding in Mesopotamin informesd
the War Othce that, if the Jehue sacceeded in meeting the convoy
of ammumnition from Hamadat, General Dunsterville would
send some officers and non-commissioned officers to assist them,
communicution with them wonld be kept open and more
ammunition sent them, Generil Dunsterville wished to senil
& mountain battery and 500 infantey 1o Urmia to assist them
and to threaten Tabriz, e as to help Balka by diverting Turkish
troops from the Cavensns.  Bot he himself did not ngroe
U‘IJLEH!ITN:’:’!.' Was d1‘.r..|.-.]:..' imch '|!||.1| g, furthes dli_',ll'lﬂrp-l.‘]ﬂ
ienmod mdesirable anil, in any case £ their tramneport remched
Hamaden about the Sth August, the 35th Brigade Infantry
could pot leave that place.® A threat to Tabris, in which ares
Uie Ttk leacd ewo divisions with two more reported on thekr way
there, might precipitate a Torkdsh attack on the Jelns from the
north and across Lake Urmia. In this cose the Jelos would
have to retire o the sonth, and it would be tmpossible o
evactate their popalation of 80000

Knowing the dilatoriness of the Torks and that they were
tully eccuped in the Canoasus, the Genernl Officer Commanding
in Mesopotamia did not wish to bring matters-to a head by
=ending troops where he woald find it very difficutt to maininin
theetn | andd he preferred to lmit ks assistance to arms, ammuni-
thon and money. Tt was true that this imited assistance wonid
not prevent the ultimate defeat and probable massacre of the
Jelns if the Turles made an atteck on them in force. Bt if it was
our policy to protect them in every way pousible, this could
best be done by an advance, when the weather permitted, ta
Alton Koprl, i transport was available. For, onoe wa were
estabilis on the Little Zab the Tarks wonld evacomte
Sulaitnaniya and wa should be m a better position to estahlish
tonch with the Jelis and to help them.  Finally, as the Torkish
troops on the Baku front were different? from those in the Tabciz
wren, the General Officer Commanding did not think that any
action about Tlrmia would affect the Boky sttadtion,

;;ﬁ{-ﬁfmh'ﬁr'_- abormt 1,108 intantry of the #9th Drignds had muched
ENRIILT.

 Thin expressian b o5 felegrom presumsbly elirs. o b feports that the
Turks im the Babu bont Belibgel to o diflsroni mrpy e fhoss 1o ik Talbria
SPUA.
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! O the-same day the Uen I_.I| (Wfcer Cornmanding b’ b
I potimin ;|-||E|:|1'|'|'|'\-|| the War Uihico et b hnd heard ‘Im
WeDnnell® at Baku that, at o meeting of all political pecti
there, the majority had voted in fsvour o ackng for Bk
nssistanee. though the local Balshavik Government hingd
against it . and that pobably the fleel wold shorily
! Frzeli and ask for Britiuh assistance, wlleh Mr. i
1 bl would be granted by emimi klrig troops o b st AR

]_ﬂ,|_|'|~;;3r-|k.|-[t'- pgenis at Haku iaked for three !I.uitll_i;m -
a5 many armoured cars and peroplanes a: possible. i

In view of this General Famslwwe smid that le L See

after consulting General Dunsterville, to allow ham 1o sed
hattakisn 1o Enpeki ot L!t'.‘-1lll1|- bk Bk, to be follorwed b sl
ot |'rl'.r!-i-':'il.'tl-h.‘ II“- u field lul_[f_'l":n' and Inoany armoorad che e

wore mobile.  Armangements would ali be mada to s
Enzell at lenst ome brtinhon of the brigade then ardvingl

Hamadan, in case the despateh of further remforcemesis
required to meet the situal ion at Baku 1
General Fanshawn also explained that the'lack of infes
complained ol b the War Office was die to 'the =
Geperal Drnstecville had been c'.L'!'-rnl.|£'|:|.t ont the | Tie
wireless, which was in Bolshevik hands | and that) e
Mhsterville had not deemed it advisable to precipitate Bl
and imeur thetr hostility by setang 1, 18 would' protslees
possible to do so shortly, and in the meantine sufficisot ¥
cete of wireless were being sent to render Geperal Dussis
independent. )
On the Mith July the War Ofhee replied that, theugiges
aforia tion :-_*g:::.‘]i.nt: Baoko amd the Concasus was B
montary for them to form a clear iden eof e ol tmiction,
coscurred m General Fanshawe s action m sapding one Wi

I e nir. A E. L MeDoisil won Dnitish Vie-Comml af Bihu win] had
ey sbice Depembes 1817 an apacial wrvie & i, which b
F meermihy bel G Jeave owsng B iie enemy § LTS ul ther

$ At the samie tine Genstal Pemshawe usked fur fmps L= i
ua, ko operatlsus Lhers @9 Uis autami anil wiitter, 10 mpliE

Hrla ¥
| | paoyed with Dunsterioron, 1w elarym Lid e thary Wit LIS -
i med. aaticpate that G situstion, vitiet north of Teghdad —

juakshed poy silditinn by Lhe dores and ey meguisi all e
Wasipitasm ivald] ppare s frldeve Biritisly usils for LB WY ciEEn
siggesied, bowever, the despatch to Mesopoiamia o & s
Terigasle amd & company ol Sappets witd Menwes from Tudia il
subvns might b able to send fbe equirabmi of fwo A ! ;
betgades, At Uhbs time, i oy Be nisbod LRl e LS

pepariiing the piibsation of h=t & snkliice men, wiieh it '-'-'Ih-# :
Trikin waiain the eel Ewehve doa tlia, relenin SGrE Piri s iLind

L
i
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BAKU SITUATION free
sy battalions, a battery and armoured cars to Alyat. It appeared
i decirable that General Dunsterville should accompany thia
e foree to take command, and it was esssential that ore it
I started Enzeli should be placed under sole British contral,
AR It was, farther, most essential that, =0 long as the

expedition
remained in the Cancasus, the shipping required for its eventual
movement should be retained under General Dunsterville's
contiol.  He might also be able to negotiate for the minainder
of the Fleet, always remembering that the main object of our
efiorts, and the justification for the risk we were prepared o
talce, was the control of the Caspinn.

On the same and the next day the Commander-in-Chiel '
in India sent the War Office two telegrms contzining informa-
tion which an officer belonging to the British Mission st Meshed
s hisd browght back there two days previously after o visit io

1 Huaku, The Baku srmy of 10,000 men was untmined, without
i discipline  or IPIH:-LI'ILH'I!I.'Il'IEL very short of olficers ;m_l had

reserves.  Frovisions were scanty and though there was plenty

of ammunition it wos bodly distnbuted. we Turkish forces

attnclking Baku were about 15000 streng; of whom 3000 to
1= 5,000 omly were regulurs. The Germans wers aaid to be landing
. & chividion at Batum and Potl with o view to attacking Bal,
s but 1t was sssemed that ootil they were in full strength no
serions effort would be made {0 captore it In the meantime
I they were obtaiming from Boku all the ol and cotton they
- Fequired.

Bntish officers were given cvery facility for travelling on
the Central Asin railway, und, so long as we were in bo way
identified with any F"I'.Ijl!-lll_'- for the restoration of the monarchy,
groeral  good fooling towards us prevailed. Mr. McDonell
at Halow was in an extremely di fealt position, being practically
5T.nglt—|1:|.nded_ He had been tried for his life by the Enlqhﬂr'.'kn

; on two occasions, but he still had great influence locally.

- greater part of the crews of the Caspian fleet wmmﬂﬂnhhmt
. and we ought to be able to gain them over to our side. Al the
burge steamers on the Kmsnovodsk-Bako mn had been remiowed
to the Volga, bui small steamers, each carrying about one
¥ hundred passengers, stll maintained o dedly service.  The
i Armeninns; by their words and actions, had doms us incal-
e cuable mjory by giving rse to the belisf thet we hal adopted
g1 in the Capcasus an  anti-Mabomedan  policy. The  Bakuo
- Bolsheviks were in German pay and would obstruct us as
- moch as possible, but their posithon was insscure and would
be settled by active measures by uws, [t was said that the

—_

l
'.
|
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Germans, after taking Baky, intended 1o traverse Trans-Caspig
and Torkestan and ralse Alghanistan against s
! | I The officer’s general impression wis that the sitnation gy
oritical and could only e sl by ihe POt im
il at Baka of Paoish forces,
14 Cn the 20th July, about 2,500 Jangalis, assisted by sompt
Germans and Anstrans, the whole under command of
| | [von Passchen), attacked the Britikh debachment st REIH". L
BT town with o seven-mile perimeter sumounded by thick funpls
1 The British detachment, under command of Licutemant-Colasg®
Matthews, copnsisted of aboul 300 rifles 14th Himpelhm s
150 rifies 1/2nd Gurkhas, two mountain guns and two armepsd 8
cars, its main body being encamped outside the town. [y g
had a party of twenty rifles holding the British Consulate iy
the town end another small party holding the Bank The
main assanlt fell on our camp cutside the town, but althe
the epomy made scveral attacks they were all unsuccessiyl
When the enemy fmally desisted be left over 100 of his
on the ground and 50 prisoner, including several Aus
incoar hands
In the meantime, howesver, o lnrpe body of the
;nm:-!njn] it the town apd attacked the ]'!-I11|'1I1 c
This was surounded and overdooked by houses and ool
only be renched from our camp, withoot a long detoor oot
the town, through a maze of nammow and torfuous stro
Colopel Matthews, learning early-in the marning of the
on the Consulite, decided 1o éffect ite relie! by the :H::EI
and despatched a party (under Captain H{(lﬂ#ﬂtﬂ af 1
1/2nd Gurkhins with en armoured car 1o do so.  This g
sicilfully. handled and ofter o good deal of stpest fig
sucorcied in reaching the Consulate just in froe and in b
off its pernonnel and garrisosn.
Char fotal casualities durl.ni.. the :L'L:,.' were 51, and our s .t-l
would have been more decisive i it had been possible to fol
the enemy in pursoit. But this was peolibited by the k
jungle, the small rumber of our troops and the fart that @
considerable body of the epemy was still at dusk in pos
of n great part of the town.
Pruring  the next two days, our troops, assisted b
BLrg s from Kazvin, were ocoupied in o good daal ¢ '|'.-
i . But " by ihe end of the month Hesht wis SnsdE
Cloared of all signs of active jiﬂgﬂ]i opposition and cam s
our effective administration “* The ]mpﬂirr gave us B

L 'Thl M\'ﬂ.‘h.l.'l‘ﬂ ol [H.ln:t-l:r:-urrq hg,r qmrﬂ Huu:l.lﬂ'l*
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DUNSTERVILLE'S DIFFICULTIES 0

further tronble and Kuochik Khan negotisted for peace, with

1 the result that he agreed an the 12th Angust, to cease hostilities

' in the Zied July the War Office telsgraphasd to the General
: Officer Commanding in Mesopotamia expressing dissatiafaction

. at the manner in which Generil Dunsterville was endenvouring

to counter the enemy's plans on the Caspian, where it appeared

to them that, owing mainbv to his sttitude the

i Bolshoviks, the situation wes grdually sh from our
J grasp.  They gave orders thai Eozell was to be ocrupied at

! once andl Bolbovik influence there elimipated and that a
i mission was alio 10 be send to Krasnovodsk.
|

Euplg.-"m.g on the ﬁl‘.h, Cregieral F:uml\awr, admitted that
aformation had bern meagre, but there had heea great difficul-
fiesm trmnsmssion and be did oot consider that Genernl

! Dunsterville was to blame. Funther, with the few troom
Y at his dispesal 1o secute the T miles of road between Hampdag
i and Enseli, he had been gpable to show streogth anywhers

while his movements had been lmited by the shoriage of
%;hﬂ and the unsuitable tyres of the Dunstecforee Armoored
r Brignde. He should, owesver, be able shorthy o eradicate

Bolshevik mfluence from Eazeli, He had hitherto had 1o
retiin on good terms with the Bolshewnls - owing to his wrak-
ness in troops and also in order o help Bichamkodf inwhat had

T been o very delicate sifustion,®

= In the meantime, the convoy of ammunition for the Jelus,

y esioried by the [4il Huesars (e twho squadrons) ood o section
156tk Mechine Gun Squadron, had reiched SainBaila asirmanged, |
im tha 23rd July. But the Jelus hed not arrvived © and after a
{ew days, information beng received that they bad been anable
to bregk through, the convoy and its eseort moved back,
first, about forty miles towards Bijar to o loaalily moge suited
for defence and with bettor ﬂrgifép facilities, and then to Bijar,
The Turkidh force pbout Sanj ag was said to have increised
to abont 300 combatants

By the 36th July, the th Fisld Battery had reoched Hamadan

andd the leading echelon (1,100 nifles i motor lomies) of the
b Infantry Brgade was about half way botween
anid Karvin | the road fom in to Huminday was held
by troops of the Hith Division @ and there wons a detachment

=0 s neebvworthy Chad M, Mcboaal st deprecatod stsigly 61 e L
iy lostoid wotica agains the Fapedl Bolbeviks : and i i nol clear whether
the War Cifice thie chavactar asd extent of the Armenisn-Bolhesik
alliance formend with w vics o opposing ke Terls and fo ressering Huwsim
dommimion over Trons-Oancesis
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at Sehneh of a squadron 1dth Hussarz, & section 21st Mountain
Battery and one tundred rifles 1/4th Hampehire

With a view to galning paval eontral of the !'.1_1!:&4;1_ tlin
Communider-in-Cliaf, East Indien, had besn inetructed on the
lith July by the Admaralty  (following discussions with the
jocal naval aothorithes) to consult with the Ceenera] Officsr
Commaniding IITI‘\.'I!"FH"".I-I:Iri-I s Io |'-\.f.ill."l|.|-'|IH:||:l 0 seapdang
base at Enzeli, rernoving gunboats and as many ships as posible
from Baka to Ensell, and arming merchant ships with 4.74nek
ming, He was alno, i necessary, 0 send a noval oficer in
ohtain nformation i Enseli.  Soon dafter this, o pirty of five
naval officers and 86 ratings. with twelve guns, mounting
e anmiddsition, were senl by the Naval Commander-im-{hisf
from Bombay io Mesopotamin | and Commodore 13, T. Norrg
wlready in Tinghlhu:l, wis pleced in charge of naval o
tions tn the Caspinm and was ordered to proceed. &t 'onoe to
Reshit. Twe naval parties from the Modh and Manis, with
ofye d-inch aind two 12-pounder guns,* left Baghdad on fhe
I7th July for the Caspian and were followed next day by
Cammodore Xorris

the lurks hadl, o the memwhile, been 111_[tih|_ng fomrwan]
towarde - Baku.  The only really offective reststance o ther
mdvance was that offered by Bleharnkoff's mien, who 'bel
tegether fn spite of attempts to destroy their dscipline and o
inirigoes agmimel their communder by the Bolsheviks, wha
showed an incrensing distrust of BichambkofTs intentions, On
the Z5th [uly, however, when the sitnation appeared hopdas,
the best men of the Red Army came to Bicharakofi and promsed
o re-ofgante ther troops.  Early nest morming, as the reulk
of an all-night sitting, all the Bokhewvik members of the Bakn
Covermment  resigned @ and the new Government, terming
itsel! Cenmtro-Casplan, asked for British aid and handed over
suprome military command to Bicharnkof.

In telegruphing the results of this coup &'l to Gepersl
. Dunsterville, Colonel Clutterbuckt said that Bicharakafs
‘ intention wis to hivld the lne I help come and that the Centr.

Laspuin Lovernment requested that staff officery, instrocton
and trodps should be sent und fhat the first instalment, ever
though small, should come at once,  Transports for tham had
already been sent to Eneeli and the fleet was an our side.

¥ These guun were conveyed by loery with considosbie i ficuliy.
1 Easiison oficor with Her i s df
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BAKU SITUATION

General Thunsterville, ulthough be had l.:lﬂl:" u few offices®
and troops available, decide] 1o accept the invitation from
Haku by sending a small party of the 14t Hamgpshire with
Colooel C. B, Stokes to announce the mpending amival of
othier troops.  This infarmation, together with an extract from |
Calonel Clutterbock's telegram of the 26th July, was telegraphed
to the War Uffice by General Fanshowe on the 29h. On
that day the fst loory echelon of the SMh Infantry Brigade
wins still short of Kaavin, the swcond lorry echelon was due at |
Hamadan and the third lormry echelon wis at railhisad, while
the guns aml transport marching by road in two echelans
were due at Hamadan on the 4t and 5th Augmst.

On the 3L and 35t July, before Colonel Stokes' ) §
could leave, General Dusistorville recelved reports frofm m
showing that the town would be in enemy hands before British
troops could arrive spd that Bichamkof's detachment was
moving . northwards  towards Derbend, where Hichnrolofi
recomttiended that Dhinsterfores troops should land, Instead
of at Bako! It appears that when thess reporis were sent
from Baku the Turks were in full possession of the husghis
above it and were within 3000 vards of the wharves with no
troops opposing them.  Bul, after the reports had been sent,
they fled snddenly for some unexplained reason and this
ombeldened the Baku local foroes to pursue them. [t may be
noted, lowever, that these men being without adequate military
coritrol did not follow up the Turks far enough to take proper
advantige of thoir refreat and thus allowed them 1o retain
possessiog of the high ground west of the milway, on invaleable
position from which it was subsequently found impossible to
ihislodpre them.

Creneral Dunsterville offers the opinion that the movement
northward of Bicharmkol's detachment,) though apparently
Justriable at the time, wa: a mistake which contmbuted mainly
to the ultimate fall of Bakn., On the other hand, Bicharakofi's
paeition hod become very critical owing to the failure of the
Baku leaders 1o provide him either with amemunition or suppbies
he had couse w fenr treachery on their part and be saw no

¥ Mot of the special duty vificers and non-commssimed ofcers of lhis
Misulvm wore by this 12me ren iyl om work 0 Ponis fmem whict they coulld
T .:_.' aparedd

b1 ks pon] was net greed ta by as

4 'ﬂnhr::h?ﬂ wan arcompuned by .5'- Esitsaib vaifonm wikls fus detachewnt
atid Ve thres srmomeed cam ol the Deneberisece Armoursd Car Faguia
under Capdadn: Couing. "They mifuresd (o Bl ot e ond ol 5£:rmht.
when Bichanlodf telegmpded o testimonind o the gRllaniry they had
displayed dnring the aperitima
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2  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

hope of stopping the Turkish advance.  There were indications
also that they wers moving to cut lim off from the northward
He decided, therefore, to maintain his force b withudrawing
it townrds Derbend where he hoped British troops would joig
hirn, and in this case, i Baku still beld out, he could give i
saslstance by operating aguinst the Turlash left fank.

General Malleson at Meshad, lerning from General Dunster.
villz that the fall of Bakn was imminent, suggestod that the
British troeps previously destined for Baku should be sent
o Krsoovoddsk, whspe we might be able to miintain them
by sca us the Casplan fleet was reported to be on our side. Ay
this poriod the Bolbsheviks in Tuwrkestun were threatensd from
several sides, and we had moved a2 small detchment of Indian
tronps (175 rifles of the 1th Punjubis) from Meshed o the
Persian frontier, with & view 1o affording some suppodt to the
Menshevik party in their efiorts o keep the Bolsheviks oot af
Trane-Cospin.  The Wi Office weors nclined te ngree Lo Genera)
Mafleson's propoial and requested General Fanshawe to sonsider
# chould Baku fall. PBut Genernl Dhnstervills, having heurd
of the fate of the Turkish attack on ]'I..|,'|.'_||,I laad already sent
Lolonel Stokés and o small party there* in report on the iitag
tien and hod decided that, if there appearad to be o ressonabls
b o s.a\-'r.n.q the towm, the first parton ol the Tth Mok
Stiflordshire, due ot Enzeli on the 3rd Angust, shonkd leave
on the 4th for Baku, 0 be followed by the remuinder of the
battalion ws it arrived

Colunel Stokes reached Baly on the #th August and, even
though the small die of his deticliment was v ery disaprpointing
te the Buku wothorities, his arrival pit 2 freah spirit mto the
defence.  He thereupon telegraphed to General Dunsterville
asking that the first party of the North Staffordehire should
be despatehed, s frem a military stadpaint the situation was
maote hopedul than he had anticipated.  His view of the situition
appenred 1o e justifisd onthe Sh August by the way in which
the Jocal troops, inspired by Bis ardival, beat off & Turkih
attack that day.

O the ik "'.IJH'IJ-l.Ir UE”1ﬂﬁ|iﬂt-|.--l'.r1LI]'|l_'| H-"}'“'U"h. KA.
With a party of |lr|||]i'.|:'}- afficers nad noi-commissioned officers,
‘wo armoured cars, half & machine gun company formed of

S = SRS

:' A4 pfficery il mess, | 4y Hianrpahim
Tt b niobewrsrihy that thy Laapian Mook, which wes friemdly o 16 ke kol
minaF than 10 us, might hot v dgreed tn e moss of cur Goops to- K-

nostndale, ts belig rontrary i 34 Ehs ofl'm i = & :
1] |:I'I.I!|= ke Britinh tivs g e II-\.-j ;:-.'_-I;Nk' b . S e
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BRITISH REACH BAKU Ak

the personnel of " B" and " C" Squndmns Dhinsterforce
Armearetl Car Brigade® and 150 rifles 7th North Stafiordshire,
alled from Enzell, reaching Baku next day, when Colonel
heyworth took over command of the British troops thers.
Un the same day General Dunsterville left Kasvin with his
headquarters for Enzeli, whers the Balshevik lsaders had Jussi
been ammested by ust On the Gth August o second party,
copsiating of fwo armooured cars, fwo machine gan sections
anrd 130 rifles Tth North Stalfurdshire, left Ensoli for Baku
and an the same day w small sadisdon uwnder Colonsl Batiing
rojbehied] Hornsnovesddadk

U the 5th Colonel Stokes reported that he had recstved no
reply Lo telegmams he bad st to Bicharakoff, but that the
fleet hid received a message saying that he was coming to Baku.
Colonel Stokes considered that, H Bicharakofl aroived within
two days, Bakn might be saved with British assistance and be
recommended the despatch there of o British infantry brigade
withartillery.  The local deferce troops, abont 8000 in number,
were, he said, under five different political ovganisations
imlependent of one another, but e boped o arTEngn o0-
ordination of ther operations under & central condrol — Tn
the évent of the fall of Baka, armngements—which conld not,
however, be reliod on inplicitly—had been made for il shipping
i ledve there for Kradnovedik, Asterabad ond Enseli, Bt
il had been found impossible to arrange for the destroction of
the oil-fidds, owing to the ition of the pro-Turkish Tartar
workmen and & number Russians who were manwilling to
destroy their means of livelibood.

In the meantime, m order t0 have sufficient shipping to
withtimw the Brtish troops from Baki in case ol necessity,
General Dunsterville had secured at Enseli the stonmer
Frevidemd Krnper amd Golomel Stokes at Baloo lud secured e
Kwrsk and the Argo, The Centro-Casplan Government tried
an-several occasions to permide Gonernd Dunstervills to give
ap control of tiese ships, but he managed to maintain his held
an themn to the sd, kesping armed Hritish guarda oa board
them to ensure it.

Un the Tth Aogust Colonel Keyworth t that the
Haley Jocal forces had no orgonisation and that the whole of
Dunsterforee was required at Baku if the sitistion was to be

* Thew nnmearsd cers e ol thes o ot anived o weoo bmma b

] Il-n-l:um.nnurrrﬁ:iun Aol ther treschesous ity with the [efigilas
il been obicioed and this enibim Geneil umsterile to justhly teir wrpad
i thee Fldlem Lantrernmsny.
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206 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

saved. There were sufficient supplies at H-'l_1'|.11 lor 2000 British
troops ; but the (riemdily Centro-Caspinn  Government was ie
a rious siuation and might come in conflict with the
Bolsheviks at any moment.  General Dunsterville theteupay
authorised Colonel H:l,'wual'-hh to mugnpeirt, i Becessary with force,
the Centro-Caspian Goverhment aguinst the Bolsheviks,

It appenrs that on the dnd Awngust o Bolihevik  jeader
Petrofl, had armved b Baks, apparently from Astrokdian,
with 12X men and two guns asd had socceeded n ebtad ning
the folease of the Boldbewvik lesders who had been coE s
after the coup f'dlat.  Hut although Petmofi hud given valuyalde
aidl in defending the town agamst the Turksh atiack on the
Sth Augusat,* he and his collragues weme working craselpsle
{0 rerestablish Bolshevik comtrol.

In the mentime &t Urmds the Jedus bad encounters]
disaster. Dharing the abuence of 2000 of their men, who
under thetr leader Agn Petross had met our convoy of ammiemi-
tion between Sain Kala and Bijar on the 3rd August, the Tods
attacked Urmia. Regurding resistance as hopeless, the whole
Jeln population of about 80,000 left thelr homes ond el
southward after Petross, suffring very grent losses from the
pursng onermny o5 well as from skckmess dnd privation, The
enomy pursuit was checked at Sain Kala by the 1deh Hussazs,
bt omly mome 50,000 Jolus succesded in maching Bijar.  From
there the majority were evicuated by batches to o lamge
tefagee camp formed for them at Baquba, but men capable
of hoaring arms wers formed at Hamadan under Britich ofscers
and non-commissioned] oficers into four battaliong termsd the
Urmin Brigade, while other men were emploved on work ssch s
wad-making, The feeding of this large mass of men. women
ind children almost depleted the reserve of supplies which
had been so laborionsly built up for the use of our troops in
the winter ; and, as they had no idea of discipline or organisation,
their movement, which was not an easy mutter to arranget
practically stopped all troop movements into Persia for the
time being

This Jelu retreat added to the difficulties of the militsry
Etuaton, for it would free more Turkish troops to sdvance
5‘?“&“"4"1 into Persia agamst our vulnerable line of commonies-
tion with the Caspian.  The Turks, who had at least one diviskn

* Althomghy il Bolieril did ot ik

o hh_h;lh'fu:h. mid dilrject 4o & Lt oo eiien; they
micim(sl scromplikhment was dug b6 the goed work of Gl Britisl
EIEE wnder Calonal o WM B Moone, o the Persisn Lims o s b
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TURKISH INTENTIONS o

at Tabriz and two others not far to its northward, had been
poined by somne Persian democrats, in sympathy with Turidsh
Pan-lslamic ideas, who were assisting them by raising irregulars
and conducting anti-British propaganda among  the local
fribes.  The prisence of Persian Cossacks southward of Tabriz
did nothing to ease the situntion, s they would not asrest
enemy agents, wore unlikely to oppese an enemy sdvance and
were detested, owing to ther tymanical methods, by the local
inlmbitants. (n the other hand, bodfies of Armenians tn the
Erivan and Julfa srens were still halding oot against the Turks
and caustng them embarmssment, but were too far away for
us 0 be able to assist them | and the Turks were still mainly
occupled in their attempt to take Baku., Moreower the
growing friction wath Bulgarin, the reports from Palestine
that Genoral Allenby was preparing for o further advance
and the Geérman situition in France were all bound to cause
e anxiety,

Colomel Husssain Haxol Amir Bey says in * Yilderim *' that,
whien e received orders in July, IEIE_ tir hanel over eomtzmand
of the 48th Livision on the Palestine front and to procesd to
join the Ninth Army in the Cancasus as Cliof of Stafi, he quite
friled to apdersiand why this sew drmy Had been formed for
o new objeeiive. When be reached tﬂmt.mﬁnﬁph it the
heginming of August he could not persuade Enver,* who
soemed convinced that the requirements of the Western Fromt
would prevent Genernl Allenby attncking, of the danger
thyeatening the Palestine front ; while General von Seckt, the
Chief of Staff at Turkish General Headguarters, said that i
was necessary . o capture Enrell and for the Ninth Army,
whose advanced t wes at Tabriz, 1o seite Kondistan, so
ai te throaten British effectively and retake  Baghdad.
He further said, im the course of the discussion, that, even
i the Sixth Aomy was forced to refire and Mol wnd lost, the
Ninth Army wenld continpe its operations townrds Persia.
Colonel Hussain Hasni Amir Bey says that he considered this

to retake Baghdad more ill-advised that the 1817 project
or the. Yilderim wrmy ; and he hints that Enver's plans for
occupying the greater part of theCaucasuswere so objected toby
the Germans that they contemplated the possible annfhilation
of the Ninth Army in Kordistan with eqoanimity. At this
period Falil Pasha had handed over control in Mesopotamia
to Ali Ihsan, aml proceeded to take over a conmand in the

* It & noteworilyy thet by, this tme Enver seens to bave lost much of bis
Populanity pnd imAusmes,

BRITISH
ANV HEN

Yié

i e o Sa dmd ) L Ga [OR/L/MIL/A7/15/66/4 g 54l

http://www.qdl.qa/4x =V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244985.0x00004 1 :4xed il ki dg8a e (a ye!




>

agilagll g dfisa

Qatar National Library O.l“ééb-“ Aﬂ.) gé :\.‘AA.“ _a,'\.A.uJ éﬁﬂj ‘.’J! ‘zu&“ LSJ:‘S'“ h.IJA-“ a)u"
(Of /YTe) [BY¥L]."IV alaal) NV AVALNANE

BRITISH
AdvHan

i I FF- '
il
i 206 HISTORY OF THE WAR © MESOPOTAMIA
1
r :.l Canrass ; and s Isé was o tr]u.l.]l::n of _i:‘.m'ur'-. 5 Wis H“ |
Pasha,* this appointment added confirmation to the sapoositio

of the Committes of Unban and Progress of which Enver gi that
I time was one of the principal representatives

Further light is cust on the enemy’s views by ap artigle®
by Colonel Fretberr von der Goltz in the 1923 fszue of ¥ Lwischen
Raulcasts wnd Sknal ** (the annuul of the * Bund der Asm
kainpler "), He wis ordeyed from the Western Front
[uly 1818, 1o report himeell at Tiflis to Geaeral viin Kres
the head of the German Mismon in the Caucasn ; and in Belly
beir was fold thaf German sssitence had been anked for by iy
Georgian HEFILthi.l:'. bt thak ik was also eseniial i furtheranes
of the war for Germany to obtain mangasess from G
ani oll from Bakn Moreover, o German victory in Franes
did not necessanily imply the surrender of Great Rritain aad
Amenics | and the occupation of Trans-Cavcasin affoeded &
averue which made possible o subsequent attack on Britih
pessessions i Asin. On reaching the Crimea he leamt that
the Turks, n defiunce of the compuct with Germany, wey
attacking Baku  In view of the Turkish weakness and thee
sltuation in M i and Palestine, the only explanation
of their condoct he coubd imagine was that they foresaw the
liss of their Amblan provinces and looked to areuprtion of
the Laucasus us giving them something to bargain with at te
Pence Conferenie.

In Persia generally the situation had by this time tikesa
turn more favourable to us, At the beginring of July Geneml
siykes' force at Shiras under Colonel Orion inflicted 4 decisive
defeat on. iz mmin upponent, whase anthority had slready been |
weakened by political measures and by the preparations for
Bratish operations from Bushire ; and in the middle of Juiy
mutters were further improved by the operations of & columi
from Shirae which efected the relisf of a British detachment
besimged at Abadell, Thase operiiions in Souih Pessda,
oyl adherence of the Balhtiags 1o their agresment to sile
guird the silfields in Arabistan, our sctivities in North-West |
l"tﬁi-:l, the defeat of the Jungalis and the obvious seiback o
the Germans on thetr Western Fromt, all combined to indute

|

| “l that 't]:l'-' ::-I-I-ll'i fAmpis F||:|:-ir|_'1. was dae Lo |]:|l" ]-'\L'l'l '-[.Ulh.l-hh ﬂmh'l]n |
|

|

° U in wald that the formation of e Ydaem Aremy, whick W commenesd

soil which wis Enver's crwating, ; ul e
Turkisk l'."m'l-'\rrrlmbull * (TRalinn, was nover apprved by sy e

1 ¥ Milne Ex tarndung nasih figlo = |
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FRANS-CASPIA 09

the Shah to dismiss lis anti-British Gavernment anid to sppoint
oie Mmoee f]‘i.-u\ru_'." b Liw, ™

The doubte whether we could save Bakn and the nEcesEiiy
for preventing the enemy guining control ol the Caspian in-
creased the importance ol the messures we wees g i
Trans-Laspia. [t is impossihls in the space availible to explain
in any detail the various factors sffecting the sitwation, which
appeared to be as chaotic and complicated asthat in the Cancasus,

efly, the Trans-Caspian Government was formed by members
of the Russinn Menshevil party} and controlled the area alang
ihe radlwaay from the Caspian to the sastwurd of Mery,  Assisted
by some of the Turkoman tribes, the Mensheviks were trying
to prevent the Bolsheviks, who were established stromgly at
Tashkend and whose forces largely consisted of enemy prisoners
of war of low moral,} from ousting them and gaining the .
The Mensheviles wern also nervoos lost the Turbomans, of their
own accerd or under Turkish inatigation, shenld obtuin contrai
of Trans-Caspin.  Among both Mentheviks and Turkomans
were many who were distrustiul of Beitish intentions. A wide-

read antl-Bolshevik movement which was in progress in

tral Asia rendered the Bolshevik contrl of part u!" Torkestan
precarious and they were nervous of the Bakharans and Afghans,
whisse attitude, though neatral for the time being, was uncertain,

Owing to the intrigues rampant evervwhere, which made
it very difficult to ascertaln truth, General Malleson at
Moshed had o very difficult problem to face§ Tt had been
impossible to give kim any clear-cut instructions, while, owing
ts the long and difficult line of communication connecting him
with Indin, it was impracticable to maintain more than & very
smill foroe of troops in Khorasan, At the beginning of Aognst
tie had been anthorised to afford the Trans-Caspian Government
support in their strugyle against the Bokshaviks @ and for this
purpose, amnong other measurs:, he had moved a detaclment
af 175 rifles of the 19th Punjalss and o machine gun sacting
to the Persinn frontier, where they would threaten the flank
ol m Bolhevik advance towards the Caspian. In the first
wiek of August, o Bolshevik force advanced against the Merv

* Vememijsd-Tniilel wom agpalnied |;;.';='I:L" Miminter oo l.he'f!l'.h..ﬂ.n;u_ll.

f The Bwssdens gz Aakabad, foagh juad e revmlntiotisny i apinis, il
fuarrmlled with the Tolshevils snd had st op their own * committes
ehlfing themse|ves Menshivilks

They were guatils o return to thsr homes = the mibmry B Eere wem
Sl partly b the lande of Tyl Boshsn siesmnen b
This was remilered] fin masiep the faed thad soemr agents i Beidsh

Wil wwrw bukpeesimsating Bt poiitgcal and militnry o o e ares
ufiilir luis coniml.
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pasie ; and, a5 the Trans-Laspian Governmemt depended o
P S stpplies and Turkonun support, it appealsd foe
support to General Malleson. HHIH:'I'I‘- the nachine gan section
to the enst ol Merv to assist the Trans-Casptan forces and, by
depleting Meshed and its vicinity of troops, nrranged to increnes
the |9th Punjabis’ detachment on the frontier to 500 rifles
At the same time ho telégraphed to India urging that o British
detachment should be sent from Enzeli to Kraznowdsk, wideh
the Trans-Cispian Government feared would be seized by
Balsbeviks bromh Astrakhban, General Malleson sasd that he
conld send the 15th Punjubls’ detachment to  Krasnovodsk
from the Perman [rontier, ol had no guns to semd with it ani
guns wore @ prime necessily. On the 12(h August the
Balshevikn defented the Tml'l.'--l_mpli.ﬂn forces and dove Ui
throagh Mery to Dushak, their retreat only belng saved from
degenerating into a disastrous rout by the fine work of the
Indinn machine gun section.

On the 12th August, in 4 review of the situation telegraghed
to the War Office, General Cobbe® said that there were then
mbowt 400 British troogs in Bakn (who had taken over & seetion
of the defesices), that three more companies woold reach fhers
in a few days and that the total would be mode up o twe
battalions as soon as the mechanical transport eould be st
in running order. A third battalion was also being sent (o
Emaeli for such use as the situstion might demand | and an
advarced party of a field battery had sailed for Baku the
remainder of the battery being on the road between Kasvin
arl Enneli.

Colonels Keyworth and Stokes repartsd that the troops in
Haku other than British were unrcfiable and that to hold the
town o Hritish division woold be required.  As the War Office
had limited the foree for Balu to twe battalions amd o batkery,
(reneril Dunstorville asked that bafore he went there e shinld
_h'ﬂ tided definitely wihut troops wonld be wmi, as, if thess uwre
msnficlent, it world be necessary to decide whother Bk
was o be evacusted or whether we should hold oot there o
long as possible. [t might be possible, he said, to arange
it once for the evacution, but this would mean the immediate
surrender of the Baky parriscn and the complete collapse of
British prestige and influence, On the other hand, if we held
Bakn es Jong as possible it would mean the altimate ks of
all British troops there, as it would be impossibls, obce the

Whre m &m“""l‘hw Cialibe basil semii I.‘!|D'I.1 mitciatimg domind 6
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enemy begun to press the attack, to withdrmw these troaps ;
for the Centro-Casplan Government, who contrufied the shipping
and the feet, would not assist us,

Creneral Drunsterville also sukd that e ad definitely promised
Colonel Batttne to despuich troops to Kmsnovokk, and he
wished to send WO infantry there at onee whils there wis an
opportunity of doing so, it being unlikely that be would be
uE]iftn:r send them from Baku i it fall.

General Cobbe had sent erders on tha previoys day (o General
Dunsterville to go to Baku, with the noxt selielon of infantry,
W iry to co-ordinate operstions there and to bear in mind
that lis maln object was to seize as much shipping 2 possibla
and to deny oil to the enemy, Everything appeared to depend
on a friendly fleet or on vur seizing suficient ships fo evicuate
our troops in case of necessity and General Dunsterville should
be on the spot to decide this

Having regard to all the facts, including information g
the Turks, besides reinforcing their Baku force, had other
troops within their teach, General Cobbe recommended that
the Britith force sent to Baku should be limited to two or
tiree infantry battalioms and acroplanes. Artillery should
not be sent as it would be diffcult to evacuste and, morcover,
the Turles attacking there were sid (o be short of guns.  As
regairds Erasnovodsk, where the ris both as Lo water amd
supplies were not reassuring, he ::t:d whethor he or General
Malleson was to send a detachment of infantry, He loped
that he would not be ordered to send artillery, which could
only take its equipment ammunition with it, as be already
had too little smmunition oo the spot to meet the contingency
ol a Turkish advance southwnrds from Urmia and Tabmis,
where they were then concentruting,  He assumed that General
Malleson would be responsible forsupplies 11 Kmsnovedsk from
the local resources of Trans<Caspia

In s opinion, the vital factor was either the complete
contral by us of the Caspian shipping, or the maintenence
ol such frendly relutions with the fleet &5 would give 1s the
tise of shipping to meet our rguirements , and be that
General Dunsterville would be able to arrange this by otber
measures than foree.  With shipping available, srmngements
could be made to bomb the Balos oil fields und to provent the
movement of Balsheviks from Astrakhan to Krasnovodek.  But,
without the means of evacnating Baku, any attempt to destroy
the cilfields would appear to be inadvimble. 1t was alwo o be
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remernibered thet we could only maintan hipping so long as
we were nhle to get foel fom Bakn .

Pending further instroctions he wis ordering General
Dumsterville to complete the force at Baku to two bottalions,
io copcentrate o third battalion amd a battery at Enzel snd
to wwmit orders regarding Krosnovimlsk

i the 13th Augost Ceperal Dunsterville reported that i
it letter of the Brh Colemel 5tokes snid that Bicharakoff wonld
probably return to Baloo if he couid, but that for the time lm':u.g
be wus engaped with & local osing of the Dapghestands,

COn the Hth August the War Office telegmphed 10 Indin
ankl Mesopotamia that they copsidered it ondesirable to lay
dowa & detailed FnJl'H:"-.' for General Malleon, Owus three
FidL:Ii:-.I-J ubjlﬂ.'lit': were T ooitiol of e i':.:-]_1|.|n -llirji_"-ﬁsl
the sccupation of Bale as long as there was a hope of hedding
it, and the permanent occupetion of Kosnowsdsk The
nbject of eccupying Bakn was primarily to control the Caspian
shpping and secondarily, o 1t was mpossible (o effect, jis
eTtinned pocupation, 10 render the ol felds and port vseless
1 the ememy for many months. When this was done, anless
the situation st Astrakhan developed so as to justify hops
al early Russtan co-operation, we should not attempt to hold
Fado ngains; snpenior {ences bot should transfer the detachment
to hrasmovodsk. 1t seemed quite hikely that Alesei=fs
nctivities morth of the Chmenems might re-act favourably ' on
e nituation afl Baka and -snable @ 1o mainiain our hold thers:
Luns: were the main censideration for Kmsaovodak snd coidd
be most rapidly abtained from Mesopotamin, where the matier
should at émen bhi talen in busd The occypation ]
hrumnowodsk was 40 bw permanent, and both Mecaopuytarmis
ond Lieneral Maoflson shoild ks every cHort to buid
i force there and armange for n satisfactory defencs sem
It was, however, too sy yet to decide an 1he sirmngth of 1t
garrson.  The limits of the aplicres of contro] laid down fat
India and Mesopotamia shonld not hinder Recc=sary aciEan
by either party cutside its sphere s and the man on the apot
must frequently take energetic and rapid action without
relesence to India or the War Office.

At the same time the War Office replied separately to General
Cobbe's telegram of the [2th mtimnting their general cone
cartence in hs proposals, but saying that at such a distance
they were unable to do more than outline the peperal pobicy
to be followed. There was no objection, H the situniion
pemmitied, to a force up to {lwee battalions and a battery
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going to Dalor and it was hoped that i evacuation becsme
necessary the destruction of the oll reionress woold be earrind
out, by force if necessary,

They sanctioned the despatch of a detachment up to o
battnkon to Krasnovodsk, but, in view of the pousibility of
hostile transports entering the port there from Astraklun,
gunz wefe all lmportint amd consequently nt least o saction
of & battery should he sent there alsn, even though it only
took eguipment ammusition.  Atlewpts must be made o
obtain loeal supplies wid in this General Mallesop was asked
in assist ) ot ©F was too tmoch to eupect him to undestake
responsibility for the foll supply. Crode ofl was obtninahle
ot hrasnovodsk,

Generdl | Dunsterville was 1o be dnstructed not to hesitate
to dispose of uny remaining Bolshevik influence ar Baky i
necessary, dnd in carrying ont these instructions he could rely
om the full support of the War (ifice

In Mesopotamin during the period under review in this chapter
thete were few incidents of importance, The total strength
af the Torkish Sixth Army appeaced to have decreased by about
200 sabres, 3000 rifles amll a few gans and asroplanes, the
mpin reduction having tuken place on their Tigris front ] and
about 100 sabres and 1,800 rifies Had moved from tlie ares
between Mosol and Kirkuk {0 Saqgir snd Sauj Pulag. The
Turldsh XIIT and XVI11 Eﬂl‘]'!‘- seempl to havs heen dighanded
and on no front was there more than o dngle dbrison rempining.
The Tigris group was believed to congist of the 14th Division
(7, Bth and 43rd Regiments), the Kitkok ond Sulafmamiya
Froups were found by the 2nd Division (1st and 1Bth Regiments)
gmdd that in the Sauj Bulyg area by the 6th Division (16th and
Znd Reghments). As already relatod, the command of the
Sixth Army had been taken over from Halll by Al Ihsan.

Cn the British side, beyond the movements into Persis
:Ih'm.ri[r mentioned, the oaly miporfant change i dispositions
was the accupation of Tikeit o the 12th July by a detachment
af the Ist Corps so as to cover the extension of the riilwoy
from Samarra.

On the b July & reconnaisance by two British officers,
mder Amab escort and accompanied by o Yeadi chisf, left
Halid for the Jubal Sinjur, whete they received a cordial
reception from the Yezidis They found that this tribe was
then in complete subjection to the Torks, as the result o
punitive messures by the latter in refalintion for Yexridi raids
on the Nisibin-Mosul lne of communication.  Consegquentls
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nd as the Jabal Simjar could be completely dominated by
Turkish artillery, the Yesidis were unnble 1o make further raids
ar 1 -|||||||-‘..-|1; pctively with us, unless we located troops in
the Jobal Sinjar or occupied Mosal
n the Zind I'ml-\. (zeperal Mlarslnll hod urged on the Wi
Uifre A recc psidargiion of themr de phon fot o ¢ anstroct @
through milway up the Euphrates valley from Hosm to Baghdad,
i be puinted ont that to link ap the 158-tmile gap botwesn
Wasirien and Hilla woald ffect 3 saving 0 {vel and thne and
ailmmit of consilerable reductions in his rrver feed and e g ity
personne] This recommendabion was approved by the War
Office on the 18th Tulv © and &t the same time they Indd down
the following order of pricrity for ralway constroction : ({)
extenson of raibway to Bhonigin and oo Perda as far and as
rapidly &8 posisble; [[] comstraction of the Npsinva-Hills
section ; and (i) the sxtension 16 Tiknd
Cy the Mth Avgnest o Z-ioot 8-inch line from Hilla to Kifl was
cpened. to traffic ; and next day General Cobbe reported that
he aoticipated that the raitwayinto Persia might resch Khanigin
|:'_'.- tee enil of November, ',_'.L-I:-.'-."Li.[lu ehrly in I]..'-:!'.!.:l.l:r and
Fai Tag by ihe end of March
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CHAPTER XLIIL

THE FALL OF BAKU,
{MAFE &1 AND 42)

N the 15th August, on receipt of a report from Calone
Keyworth whnch showed the situation ot Bako to be most
ursntisiaciory, Geneml Dhinsterville decided 10 leave for that
place 8t onoe, Colonel Reyworth sadd that there were on
twenty-two local infantry battallons, with a total strengn
of about 8000 rifles, 4o hold the twelve-mile Hoe of defence .
these battabions being unorgnpissd, and with very few
| officers.  Morsover, they were so holing in d_i_-.:';F“_n:: thnt
they wasted muoch ammunition and left their positions in the
line whenaver they pleased, The line of defence, which was
[ very indefinite, lay for the most pant along the crest of stony
cliffs, from which the fire was plunging and ineflective.  There
were very few trenches, such rifle pits as existed being badly e
sited | and there was no wire. The whale Yne wna 50 close |
to the town and harboutr that the ensmy guns, with aemoplane
abservation * could bambard the whole place without difficulty
Thete a redd o be o shortage of all stores, thongh it had besn
imponsible to ascertain what there actoally was in the towm |
amd though mest of the population, fiendly or hostile, were
armed, the ovemnment wid afrail to disarm them,

Petrofi and the other Halthenl leaders, onth 1|20 ammed |
followers, had seized thirfeen ships, the entire conteats of the
arsenal @nd as much war moterial as they omld oy handa on,
and had started for Astrakhan. . But the fleet had forced them
all to return, when the Baku Government instead of taldng
firm measures to rendor these men incapable of further harm,
commenced an interminable discusddon with them. Petroff
alsohitely declined to fight nlonguide the British or 10 hand
hack the guns and ammunition.

Political mestings, speeches and discussions inferfered with
all work and it was impassible to get anything settlpd.  Colomel
Keyworth had got the Government to agree to a definite line
of defence : bat on the right flank it was open snd not even
patrolled, with the resalt that the Turks hnd got round into
the Tartar villages in rear. Russians refosed to work wath
Armenians and, a5 Russian officers were sadd to be serving
in the Turkish attacking force, Russian officers i the town

* In point of d&ct e esetey do not appear bo hivvs hed any afresdft thero,
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were declindng to go to the froni. Food wis scaree, pe thing
having been mmported (or two o -I'.'.i.-.* and _1!1: TE Wi |||;|;!||-
L week' pupply i hond But Colonel Crawford had P el
théy Fotd Control Board and it was hoped that matters wopld
shortly improve.

Transport wis o difficalty, sz motor velicles coald pot e
everywhere amd animals could pot be fed in any mmmbers -
and this hindmnce to movement ih the intense moEL Tt
made snpervigen of the lomg front very difficudt

Genernl Thamstierville, secompaiied by Commedors o,
left Ensell on the 16ih Angmst in the Presidem Kruger
ond- reached Bako next day.  In his bookd he describes
the town as lying in & cater-like cup, the grousd on the
west and north rsing gradeally for about two miles 1]
reached the Hne of cliffs, whence it fell precipitously far
ower S0 feet 1o the bottom af the desert valley through which
run the raltway from Tifls.,  Outside the town ths whiale CoUntry
wins open aod barren, eonsisting mainly of sanily desert and
malt LaE—n partly dridd up. Thechisf odl fields were at Binagadi,
Balakhani nod Bitd Eibat, with the main il Tefimeries al Black
Town, and there wers twa milles of wharves at Baku

At daybreak on the 18th Angust General Dhnsteedille made
a personal mspection of the line of defence. On the left, & mils
west of Bibi Etbat, where the high pround ran down tn & series
of Tocky sprirs o the sea, the positiem was g good one with &
fair field of fire and a natumally guarded fiank. The Tth North
Staffordehire, who leld this section, hag dug well-sitod trenches
and this had inspired the Armenkan battalion on their right
to make an effort nléo in the samie Hrection. The Hne then
ran due north, first along seven miles of cliffs and then graduably
down through Jow ground te Dirty Voleano, where 3¢ tumed
east lo Binagadi. General Dunsterville comsidersd that the
line should have continmed thige north from Dicee Valesss
to the ses | an extenston that would kave required comparatinly
few men for its defimce, as the Musizir salt Lalee providal o
naturad obstache for ol the distance. This part of the lmne
hudd been lefi open by the withdriwal of Hicharakc's detach
mont ; bat, till the arrival of the Britieh, fhe Baky outhories
had taken nn steps to hll the gap  Consequently the Turlks
iE T gt woll pevnd thig flamk, and all (he willa es, :Ir|:.|||||-'r' Tattar.
144] '|II-I' I'II.IT'”I and enst ol tIJ“ town were full of -|_||_:||.] l'JII.'HJ!r
parties and Tartse levies

: This wns midd tn e -don o e poygceia e Hon L A
! " The Adwentures nf Lstimte piyaree < A
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LOCAL CONDITIONS 217

The mam Turkish position lay along the ridge on the forther
side of the railway to the west, and the cliffs between it and
the town altorded in Generad Dunsterville's opinion o very
stromg position to rolinble troops.  But the Jocal troops were
not reliable and the British troops were o0 few to do more
thiset hodd the left of the line and Dirty YVolcano, which apreared
o be the most important peints.  The goneril reserve was
supplied by iocal troops, but [t was soon found it they
were seldom at hand when required.  They ware conpoted
for the most part of townbred Armenions of o leck wirils type
than their rurul countrymen whese courage had been frequently
sthown elsewhere. The Baks Armenisns disdainsd to chigr {
trenches, hacdl fttle Hes how 0 use thelr s effectively,
constantly disobeyed omlers and generally speaking showed
Eitle courage, *

The town was controlled by five Dictators and the floet
controlled the Dictators. Commodore Nomris being  very
unxious to comunence his work of taking ever amil Arming
merchant vessels, General Dunsterville asked for six ships to
begin with, peinting eut the benefits that would accrpe.  But
the flect and Dictators weee all against such a course? and
General Prmsterville felt that it was inadvisable, i not
mmpissthle, to act in opposithon to thelr withes.

It wms clear to Genoral Dunstecville that the situstion was
as had as it coudd be. The best way 10 save the town would
be to seize and hold the heights 1o the west, then in Turkish
possession.  DBut the local Lo were nof Bl for such o task
und 1t would take much reorganisation and training 1o rende:

thimn capable of it. The most that could be hoped for wos o
Passve detence till British reinforcements or Bicharmkofs ment

-_— ——

*In " The Adwentares of  Disitnrioro ™ Genersl Duoscervills - sips
1 de sod blesis the Armenias sbiior of Fvaky for his cowsrndior, whilch s
at tant mmlﬁ-tl-lﬂ'n;ﬂhh'l'ﬂ term  He was aof o anldier by instinct rr-trmining,
Umil juwl m (BT, Wb e fastory hand, A s seiin jitimbiedd invbr b haned |
fitsil b e Bk o e’ ared Bght, He ldd oo equipment, oo proper nrkmeton,
fuk deiwnt eficess and o rermlar srmnpeen s e foud wrlpi'r'. Munwhile |
4 el in Lhe tretches, wilh the bl whintbing by sad the slels iprsting |
tertmmil, b L it et of B mntes haed sbislhood bogk b bt ane weee
bavirg tnk with (he gith, dnd why shonbint be go tno B, . under soch
Criginstancey nee i comld be'expucied b disphy a high st of |
vilook.  And faslly 1 sould add thet thers were many sees of Sivailual
lzmry among thees,

| Thny sugpested that ense sbirld B missimdndd o thakr Abips anel alionld
£nmii Gl r iflcess il oinleds. |

1 Hicharubof wes et Derbonil, whens be hud boes, [nined by bt lltlf.n'u-nn
mal bl banies ol an Atfack by Boldhevile, He propoessd b oo b |
unil o abtain rednfovoemsnts (bos Neetbom Chucasls o wlkeve Dok,

BRITISH
ANV HEN

Yve

s sl A S dad ) 1 padll G IOR/L/MIL/MT7/15/66/4 (e al)
http://www.qdl.ga/4s »»ll/archive/81055/vdc_100049244985.0x00004b Azl ki dgSa e ya yel




>

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

bl 1) B 8 Alaad) Ay Bilig ) 13l (g ) qjal) g "
(06 +/YVO) [BYYO] "IV alaall N4V ANANE

g HISTOEY OF THE WARK : MESOPOTAMIA

arrmved. or till eome other factor arose to i prove e Eitmatiog,
As there weee always long gaps in the line of defence o
1o the Tailure of thi irn._'.'ll troops to take up or hold their sl
poditions, 1t seemed clear thol ot any moment & determine
Turkish attack might take the town ; and, as it was foil of
German knd Ausirian reloesd prisoners of war and the Tarti
pupulation was mainly pro-Tark, the enemy wis certain fy
have detailsd inlopmation of the condibions prevailing

By this time the whole of the Jth North Staffoedshiie (2
officers and 58 other ranks under command of Major |, W,
Liey) had reached Baky and parties of the Sth Royal Warsde
ghite Jnd begun to amve. Un the 17th NSl e ALy
ol the North Staflordshire had moved ot te the n.:i_gh]m::ﬂ.;..j
of Digyn to co-opernte with o detachment of about @00 loesl
troops in dri the Turkish parties out of Fatmai anil the
neighbouring villges. Bot during the hghting on the 186
four-fifths of the local troops retired hastily to Baku, amd &
s left Doth s fopks uncoversd, the North Staflopdshie
OOPATTy had no oplion bul to relire and endrenck 3 pmlﬂm
1o the porils of Dhgyn. It fortunitely only incurred i
coennlitiee.

U the XHh Avgust General Dunsterville sent Gamersl
Cohbe o {elegrim saying that he had just recoived o despadch
from Bicharakofi The resaltz of our intervention st Bakg
were becoming apparent and it was necessary to regard the
whole situation from o new paint of view. Bolshevilk inflmence
had been practically ersdicated® and everybody, inc
Mahomedars, in e Caspian and Cavcasus Tegions
to Great Brtain to save Russin and the Caocasus, The
Daghestanis bad offered to assist Bicharakofi and the British;
Russian colonistz in Lenkoman wire awalting the arrival ofa
E:'_lti-"-h Mirsion to orgartise their Jorees for oo fiperation bt e
relief of Raku ; the Georgians were wavering | and Richurke
E‘fll-lrll‘rl'.'ll o return turEku with 10,000 fresh troops fnom

orithern Caucasin,  General Dunsterville deprecated strongly
any iden of withdrawing from Baku, as this wounld not only
tesult in military disaster but woald have a very bad politi
efiect in Persla and Trans-Caspia, ANl depended on whethe
we could hold Baku for the period necessary to emable te
above movements to take shape. The stusthon wis cob

&

* It was reported that Adeveicll, whio was pro.Fieivbd and asvi-German. bad
L
tliarpied Astrukban | soad the Baku Government was ai last dl.u.rﬁ' EFHI.I.'I-

Fewrs knl msdsidein p peossessem of the puss snd momess Dey
il with
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as the Armenian troops were unreliable and until they were
- organized only a handful of British troops stood between Bakn
i mnd destruction.  Everything pointed to an early Turidish
offensive and ft was lmperative that Hrtish r GF RS
| ehold be despatchoed mmediately,

In roprating this telegram to the War Office on' the 22nd,
Genernd Coble gawi the 3h 1||.‘|':||1I'.t‘3|r EﬂE‘.l.dl: distribution an
that day, The 7th North Staffordshire were in Haloa ; of the
ath Royal Warwickshire about one hundred were in Balu and
the remoinder had either embarked from Enseli or wers on
their way there from Kazvin : a company of the Sth Worcester-
shire was at [Kazvin and two companies on thetr way thene from
Hemadan, where the fourth compuny wos poardmg the Jela

refugess * and three companies of the Tth Gloucestershire |
were due it Hamadan on the 23th, while the foarth company |
was ik rilhend. |

O the 20uh Augnst, General Dunsterville started for Der betid
in the President Kruger, sccompanied by Commodore Norriz,
| ti arrange for co-operatinn by Bicharakeff, But on appreaching
that part next afternoon ther ship, which was unarmesd, wis
firedd on by a Bolshevik vessel and, not wishing to get shut up

' in Derbend, they tetumed to Baku,

O the 20th, Major Wagstaff, who was in command of the
detackment about Mianeh watching the Turkish troops at
Tabriz, reported that Turks were coming down the Tabnz
road. His detachment, located north-westward of  Lenjan,
consisted of o [ew Dunsterforce Brtish offiders and non-cean-
missdoned officers with some 850 levies and 4 platoon 1M4ih
Hampshire, and its advanced patrols seem to have been about
five miles from Yusufabsd, which was thirty smles south-eas
of ‘Tabris: while at Zenjan there were one sguadron 14th
Hussars and Bty rfles 1/2Ind rurkhas The Tarlash Ilth
Caveasnoe Division was believed to have concentruted recently
nt Tabriz, so that this movement might be the commenoement
of an sdvance against our vulnerable line of communication
with the Caspian.

| On the 215t and 22nd reinforcements constating of a section
eich 44th and C68th Field, and 2lst Meoun Batteries,
two armoured cars, one hundred rifles 1/4th Hampshire and

* A pood masy Tassion and Armoniss bad charnctomn hod wrrived with e

alus mind it s b -that Ahey il the armesd Jeha ive trombds
fermation of the Urnsla Arigsde ond begun -wil m::ﬂ'l haid wls
the retsnthan w1 Hsmodon of e Of the time Llrooslellies

rompEnie Jdes thidrm on Uhe 200k,
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22 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

bty rifles 1/2nd Gorddus were despatchel] towards Mianek
fromy Koasvin ® Ok the 290d o Beitish aeroplune reconnmiskmneg
over Labrie abserveld no ensmy movenent south of Yosofalad
where there were twalve tents, while at Saidabad, ten mils
ficater Tabriz, there were thirty téents and two batiedes.  Op
the Trd, the Bribieh advanced patrols fell back for abon
twirlve mdes whes some 0= Toriosh troops mads &
advance 'of about ten miles from Yusufabad © znd & (11
25th annther detachment of the 1/2nd Gurkhaes (ninety rifiea)
1efr Kaswin foi LATTIN

Adthough the Turls made no further advance on this fine
for  another '|.l':l|'|‘1:|!|{ll.'_ YVITIOS ||_'iHI:1-| WET :|.-_'q-|l|lﬂjl from
nppartly  trostworthy sources, thad the Torkdsh IV Carps
infimded L0 advomes from =ney Hualag by the two moads g
Fﬂqﬂl# and Sain Kala. In COfSmguence of this. tha IOV
towards the Caspian of the 2nd Ficld Battery, 7th Gloucestes-
shire and one company $th Worcestershire was stopped of
the Z7th and 2th Aagust, the battery bwing lhalted not far
from: Ragvin and the other two onits ot Hamndan,

Gitieru]l Dunstervills had taken with him to Balon Juis
actmaced ]=|_r.:|,-|.|'|_||.|,u|_'|_'-i r_||_||:.', I.:':al,'ing lds main h.-,uJ_._-jug_ru'-_r‘ Al
]'l-.ﬂ.l'.‘l"iTI, where ':;"!"ﬂ'..'l.lE Lewin teink v LI-!I:I]:U:.-LI",' i.T_!]'.ITI'I'I.Hlﬂ
of the toops south of the Caspion and chayge of all operations
it North-West Perda under direct orders from Baghdad. On
the 2%th August the General Staft at Kazvin appreciated the
sitwition as follows, (M the Tarkdsh T orps, the | Tth Caricoems
Lhvision (4250 rifles) was at Tabriz with detachments throws
torwnrd to the south-oastward, and the 94 Canmens [hvison
4000 rifles) was oo the line of communication between
_Utm:'.ul!'-'rrn.lf and Julfa, The 5th [Mvision {4 000 nﬂtsll il
their IV Corps wus south of Urmia, with advanced detachments
towanis Sau) Bulng, Minndab and Sain Kile ithe 12h Division
(4000 rifles) was near Dilivan, and & mounted brigide wis in
the Sunj Holag-Misndsh area.  The greater part of the K5tk
'1'.["! J6th [Hvisims were in reserve: i Aloxnndropalf and the
Gith Division wais in the Ruwandiz-Saqeiz-Sanj Bulag aren, For
& Turkish advance the Tabriz-Miane Karvin. Minndab-Sein
Kala and Sauj Hulag-Saqqiz roads wore the only ones Bt fof
wherle] aned -'"-i1.'i'|:1|'_;|:;"..1 tmnsport, the remainden biing

® Theet flie] lurttieslon, belinped o e 1l Aedgads, Jl:l.-..l. rormnily BTl
Al Lhe memititain guns aod bty wems tariehed iram the Mele Mok
|-.JI|II1'||I'|

1 o mbeequent lnksrmntion it s dowbiul whether ibe gratse gt ol

these two dfivisdos had noe Lhen moved fowneds the Takn trone as
placs leeem fabern by the 100 Clantani [ETERENFNCY
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BETTISH APPRECTATION plrtd |

gemerally only passahble by pack transpart ; and on sach of the
lines of advance thers were passes or difficult coontry to be
traversed.
| Our available force was disposad as follows.  One squadron
of cavalry, six gums,* thres armoured cors. 300 infantry: and
BN frreggulars in the Mianeh aren ; two squadrons of cavalry,
g section BLE. field company and 70 frregularsin the Difar
1 aren ; and o squadron of cavalry with two mountain guns in
| the Sehneh ares, Heéhind tbese detachments, on the main
i road 1o the Caspian, were 275 rifles and a field battery (less
@ section) in the vichity of Resht and between there and
Fazvin | an infantry company, one and two-thirds ficld
| hatteries, one armoured car and & sguadrim Dunsterforie
armoured cars in the Kazvin ames ;) and one and 4 quarter
infaniry battahons at Hamadan$
We could use mechanical transport on the rosds from Kazvin !
to Mianeh and from Homadan o Sehneh, Bijor, Zesjan ond
| Korvin, and pack transport elewhere, Tt wos felt that to
fight the Turks we could place Hitle relidnce on the oregalars
| or friendly tribes and that our widely dispersed iofce was not
[ strong envugh anywhere to stop a detéermined Torkish advance
mong any of the three lines open to them.
After considerntion of the various courses open to the Tarks,
the conclusion come (o was that they would most probably
advance from Tabriz via Mianeh on Kazvin ; and that to meet
this contingency we shoald hawve: fist, to evacoate the road
| between Enseli and Kazvin; secondly, to mese some artillery

from the Kszvin to the Homaden afes ) thirdly, 1o rEoforce
i Mianel with thres armowred cars; and |estly, B evacuile
Kuzvin, .

Cn the 3lst Avgust General Dunsterville telegroplisd o
Rarvin from Bako, where a Turkish aftack was i progress,
isking that the Gloucestershire aod 20d Field Battery (thon
ncar Kazvin) should be sent at once to Enzedi.  But General

* Ture 1E-pamndemn, two fiedd howitenms and fwo mesntain guns,

} The abéve b the foree ab ghven o the spprecistion, bt U reconds show
wane ilscrmpancis; AT lUnseld end botwnn tere and Mesvip wees hesd.
gunrsm gnd s pladenns 10tk Mampdhine snd aloot 255 eifles 17204
Gtirihias, a8 wellan habf the Dinsteriores Armieed Car Machim Gun Compidy,
amil Bhe Geld habtery (lews @ sectiong was snider ordess to leive lr oancoyodek
The D88k Machinn Gun Cimpany was gl Kaavin | enil gl Hemsdan, o in i
wlellty, were sevem and 4 quartsr onpanios of infastey |1 4th Wserpahir,
Th Glooeestershive, 95 Worsestembite and 1 2nd Geridas), 8 section 2164
Momtaln Pattery ned the Thid Campuny, B, [los oo soutios),
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a03  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Lowrdn® w.!ﬂ'“_.l. iliat the local sitaaiion preciuded the r]ﬂj:m.;h
of any troops ; and this meply was concurred in by General
ng'qmln,_-‘-.l Bughdad On the same day hilf o battaiion
{iloncostershine and i =eetlon 21wt Mountain |J-.1.I'.!I:|3.l' R
orderad to Bijar from Hamadan

To retun to Bakuo, where the British were doing all they
coald. in the face of great dificulties, to affect an improvemoi
in the fighting 1-I.‘F|-'i1':1'|'],' of the local forees The 11—.u_|-|j.|,!;|; of
local unite was iaken in band, amingements were made b
regulate the supply of ammunition, the ammnition and aros in
the Arwenal were examined and set in order and mensores wen
taken to improve the dizciphing of the Iocal troops.  Buot
practically every direction the British encountersd - great
nppuﬁu.i.ul.]. OWIng not only to suspicon of the ultimate British
intentions and the fecling that the introduction of Taw amd
onder signified the commencement of a counter-revolution,
but alse owing to the prevulont anti-British and Bolshevik
propagandas snd to the general distrust of ene snother ameong
thie local population which prevented any cohesion among them.
Maoreover the roference al overy singie moatter to the ehms
mittess, which existed in every onit, brooght about endiss
procmstination.  Some improvement was, however, npparent
owing to our efforts, thowgh the people of Bakn persisted in
the belied that sinee the British had prrised all was shell spd
that further offort on ther part was uinecessary In pegurid
to the gurboots and ::liJE;rpi.uq.'r renieral Dunsierville coold ses
no immediate prospect of securing control,

O tho -24th’ Auypst be left for Enzeli to sottle the fual
terme of peace with Kochik Ehant and to ssture the relsiss of
Captain Moel and other British prisoners.  Havipg pITanged
thess matters, Gensral Donsterville arrived back at Bakn
o the ZTth.  Lieotenami-Colonel Foviell, tempuranly com-
manding the 3%h Infantry Brigade, reached Baka with his
brigade hesdguarters on the 24th and assumed command ol
the British intantry there, consisting of the 7th North Stufiond-
shire |:ILI|.|J.1'I: 5560 sirang), g s Huj.'.ﬂ Warwickshipe {IHJ&'I'-'
450 strong], a company Fth Worcestershioe (aboot 100
and n platoon  14th Hampahare. Colonel H.'L":i"ll'ﬂ'l't-h
I‘-t'rr::l:i'-m-rr.l command of the whole British foroe, which bad

"o the Jlst Gemnml Baleman-Chompain (ommending 36t Ity
Briguids), whi with his eadamariem el arrivad ot Kagvin w e -
vicaly, ook over eninmand l.:lf thn treaps in Marth Persis from, Genersl
witm then poid & wistk bo Madog

£ 1 i oof inteesk to note B5ad beacohirean] Knchik Khan scled &8 mer
canirstknr for the supply of ries from Cikan.
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GALLANTRY OF NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE 223

been joined on the 2th by two acroplines (Martinsvilss)
|:|l| the Tl'l'l'll. hqnw]rr.m- In']m S, |,||-=|:tj_“E withy 1 upw.:.,i_-
tioh im the air, were serup during the next ten days in
reconnaissance, bombing and distribution of propagands.

The line of defence, by this time better defined, ran (from
left to right) from about one and a half miles west of Hibi
Eibat past Wall's Gap and west of Baladjari Station to Dirty
Volmno, where it tumed cstward, dslong the northern face
of the hill west ol Bmagadi and 2,000 vards north of Digya,
to about two miles south of Mashiag., Hee it sto E
lenving an open gap to the soi<shore.  The North :iti.ﬂmﬁa
held the extreme ledt of the line, Dirty Voleano sod o purt of
the pomtion north of Digya, while three weak componies of
the Warwicks were in reserve at Digya.

On the 26th August the Torks attacleed IHriy Voleano,
hedd by five ofhcers and 135 othor manks of the North Staffond-
shire under command of Captain Sparrow. The first attack
developed from the sooth-west at about 1030 5.m., and Colonal
Faviell, who had just srcived o inspect the position, returned
at once to Haku to secure lorres to take ot every avnilable
man to renforce Dirty Volcano.

The enemy, estimated at about 1,000 strong, attecked with
greal vigour, being supported closely by moantain artillery
and by heavier artillery futther back. To this fire the local
Hakn ﬂrtﬂi::g made no reply at all, but four separate attmcks
were repulsed by the machine gun and rifle fire of the North
Staflorlshire, On the Mih occusion, bhowever, the ENEmY,
having sucocoded in working round the northern flank, browght
eufilade and reverse fire to bear oo the North Staffordshure
poets, anoibilating No. | and cavsing heavy casaalities amoong
Nos, Zand 3. This wis abouid 1 i A the efficirs simid
more than hall the nen-commissioned officom and men had
been killed or wounded® and the rempant of the compimy
fell back to the oil-wells at the foot of the hill.  Here they were
rallied IE Major A. H. Ruston, of the Dunsterforce armouned
or gun company, who happened to be vistting his
guns there. Hut, owing to the risk of being cut off from- the
right flank, Muojor Buston soon ordere] o retirement and the
8 suwrvivars then fedl back to a position two bundred yands
north of Balwdjari. The Turks, having secured Dirty Voleano,
nmade no further attack to the south of it

* Threw afficors killsl ar missieyg, 4 cificom wounsded, #8 other ek kilted or
mEting and 31 wondml.
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194 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

Diirty Volcano wag in full view of the rest of the defensuy
line, hat the local troops failed to give the North Staffordshie
any support of masistance. It was subsequently ascertain
that the two Armentan battalions who should have besy
suppart at Baladjari Station were not there, while it was s
that the loeal artillery failed to open fire owing to the nheenee
of all their officers.  About 70 rifles of the North Staffordshin
and 70 of the Warwicks moved out in lormies from Baku oo
2.3 pm, under copmmand of Major Ley [Morth Stalio
but it was not ill about 430 p.m, that they and o section of the
8th Field Battery, winch had only reached Baku the prev
doy, arcived on the scene, beng followed soon after by the
company of the Worcestershire

Tharing the attack on Dirty Volcano, Lisutenant Cralgs
company of the North Staffordshire near Digya recetved ordey
io support an Armenian battalion which was holding the il
immodintely west of Hinagadi | but on arriving near the hill
about 215 pomt. found that it had been evacuated. Plllh-l-l[
on, however, they reached the crest as an enemy party, sboat
50 stromg, occupied the lower northern dopes ; and thess the
worth Stifiordshire drove hack with heavy loss.  Soon ifte-
wards, the enemy, having re-formed, made another aftuck:
but this was beaten back without difficulty and the
fell back to cover owt of range. In this affair the N
Staflordshite suffered ten casualties, mcluding Licotenant
Cralg and another officer wousnded.  The hill they had occupied
wits clitlslened Statford Hill,

It ‘was not untll he reached the milway line on the IR
toad that Major Ley lmmt from a Russian aificer mﬁ
Volcano had been lost.  No other information could be i
from this officer, but Major Ley's interpreter informed him
that the North Staffordshire compuny from the Volcano was
about half a mile from the derricks at its foot. To this okt
Mijor Ley sent the party of North Staffocdshire which
codne but with lim in lormes ; and he ordered bis Warw
party o ocoupy some riving ground about 2,000 yards due et
of the Voleano, He himself procesded to the Iatter poisl,
which wus christened Warwick Castle, and saw Lisotensf
Craig's company of North Staffordskire cccupying  Stafford
Hill. In the mesnthms e borry " party of Nerth Staflond-
shire, coming under fire, had reached within half a mile of Diry
Yoleano derricks, when it waz ascertained that the sarvivos
from the Volcano had fallen huck to the northward of Buladjan
and hete they had been joined by the Wercestershire company
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DIFFICULTIES OF DEFENCE 5

from Baka, who prolonged their line to the left.  Major Ly
decided to hold the line Stafford Hill-Warwick Castle-
Baladjari Station, his action helng subsequantly confirmed by
Colonel Foaviell, who at 5 pm. received orders to move aut
from Bako and fake command of the British troops on the
Baladjari-Thgyn line. AL 9 pun., the remainder of the Sth
Field Battery, witich had amived at Baku thut duy, also reached
the position ;

The Warwicks (three companies) at Digyn had not been
cagnged ; but in the evening one of their companies moved o
on the left af the local troops holding the line east of H-hmp£
Lake, so as to clese part of the gap existing between them and
Binngadi village.

From the I0th to the 29th Aogust the enemy dsplayed
[ittle activity bevond some artillery fire.  Colonel  Fasdall
took advantage of the interval to improve his defensive fine,
incloding the emplocement of seven more machine jine and the
farmuation of & poest held h".' seventy North Staffordshire undar
Lientenant Kussell in the low ground betwosn Warwick Casile
snd Baldjari village. As Colonel Faviell reporied on the
Zli, bpwever, this line thaugh naturally strong was anything
but socore. Though some of the gaps betwesn (he British
posts wero partly Afled by local trogps—arhe were not, however,
proporly entrenchiod —ihe line was too extendad for the troops
avatlnbilo for fis defenoe.  The only reserves were furnishoed
by Local troops | but, ds these conld not he relied on, o swerions
sttack conld hardly fail to capture any of the British posts.
Much remained 1o be done in the way of inter-communication,
a socond line of defence was required, and, as soon as reinforee
ments made it possible a British battalion should be kept in
FAST Ve,

Copsiderable movement among enemy troops wis obeerved
on the 30th August  and next moroing . they aftocked, The
first azsault was made against Stafford Hill, where the North
slaffordshire company, 80 strong under Lisutenmst Petty,
held tremches just below the crost hine fading north, north-west,
and west, while same Incal troopa lind begn detailed to hold a
trench-at the south-west comer. A line of wire enfanglemsnt,
which ran alopg the oot of the hill about five hundred 5
trom the trenches, had jost been more or less completed by an
Armegian working party, But there was muoch dead grownd |
and the Jocnl troops abandoned the south-weitern trench,
which commanded the valley between Stafford Hill and the
lsill imincdintely cast of Dirty Vaoleane,

L L)
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998 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

The North Stafiordshice drove beck a strong enemy pibm]

j'|:|'|1 t“‘h‘rl' siimriee. Le,, 3 |_||.|_|,'_ ﬁ.:,“l S, . UL SinddE SlLes 'I'.1|.|.'|
abont 500 Turkidh infewiry were soen massng (o atfodk g
thie foot of the wesltcin, plopss of Stafiord Fi Thiey wese

:1¢|E1T\|-|'|r|'-_-|| (ELTARTY AT TRR ! twolve fdd and mountain s il IrT
peveral machine gums firing from belund shiekds in the opey
The Brimsh Sith Peld Battery  chots et fctlon,® ind the
Worwicks gave what support they coubd with rifles snd
muching pumi from Warwick Costle.  But thelr ficem (s |
|_|i|:|.||:||; wWis I:I'_'_l_:,| ||:-|I|I||'|i By the rEstenc 'Ir Imany I.I"-
derricks ¢ and the enemy managed o work gradualby up he
western s odrihermn -sides of Stofford Hill, enfileding maoy
of ihe Staffonlshire renches "

At an epely atage nothe nttock  Limtenant Poetty sent o
ask the  Kassman - commondes of the feserve of two ol
tattalions &6 Binagadh willage to gssist by sodkong @ eognter
atiark. Mot although o sppeared o our ifficers that this
could msily bave been done, it wits nod attempbed till oo ke
The forwird obeervingy offcer of the Bt Field Batter s
forced by the advancing Twrks 1o leave fus post on Stafsonl
Hill ol M was sonne time bolore ahother observing ofice
reached. Warwick Castle,  Lleutenant Petty was kalked s
miny of bins men either Killed or woumded | and i wics only
with aafficaliy that the Nortl Statferddire comtimmed o ekl
on i1 the hope that the loocal troops in Binagadi wvillage, o
whom Colonel Fawiell had oo sent an uwrgent toquost fe
sapport, woild come to thelr asemtance. By £ aom, howsens,
it bocams clear that 1he Bl was no ln]rt::'r tennblbe ¢ and, snme
illl1}' [t cent. of thimr poosn e l.;u'i.m__: b killed] o wormded,
thée Korth Staffordskice CEITpE Y {&ll back ua Warwick Cestle
Liticers and men hid displayed great gallantry and had osly
tadled to hold their ground through ek of support.

Al 8 e Coltmel Faviell Jud sent an order for the hesd
quartess arcd gus oompany of the Warwicks 1o move T
Digva to the coenten of the Binpgsdi vil derricks! and remnle
there in reserve.  Batthe arder did not teach the W arwickslthe
I"-'":-"r'l iters till 845 wom. wnd they and “ B " Company chid
nok rewnl th |||'J|.;|:|.|rr|u1'|||_u||,|_ il the derrcks: ol 8 aom.  Evm
ihen they coald el gel Inlo  oomrinamcniinn with l'rnE-I-k '

® LHm anstiom wos o posiiGon near Mmagall villaps during the diteck ol
Staflord HILl, Bt it o herapient pombtion aeid (het ai the semakpder of 15
Bixttery wre ned plvon o ke ieennila, b uph they wern wvidantiy potis -
Balainr: 0 s motrwarby thet thun battery was teen much ke i pom
el fhishmen -

Y dgmirenthy raiher comr & mide somdly of Binapsd villaes
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BRITISH WITHDRAWAL st

beadguariers, so they remained in Igmorancs of jthe situstion.
But, secing some local iroops mobnng, half “ 5" Lompany
moved out’ and covered their retirement, coming under some
hostile marhine gun und rifle fre at about 1400 yards Py

The loca] troops in Binagadi villsge appoar about this time
to have made &n atiempl 0 move towarrhs the eadiarm "l"".F"'"
af Stafford Hill. But #t wis 100 late and the ferment wns
ansuccessiul,  About 30 am, Torksh infantry wern sesn
swariming over the top of Stafford Hill and the second forward
abserving olficer of the 8th Field Batiery prached Warwick
Lastle just in time to turn the guns on o them with
effioct, Dy thiz tme tie soction of the battery at Binagadi
had beéca obliged to withdraw hastilv, os enemy :nl;m!:r:i.rTmI
gol within one hundied vands :

About 10 a,m. the Turks ndvanood frooy Siaflsed Hill i
Warwick Castle, which vwas hald by o Worwickshine company
unel the survivers from Stnflord HilL - An Armeesian babiakisn
off the left of the Warwicks teticed i onee, lesving this flank
opin | and by 11 w.m. the enemy had worked round theee sidas
1|! the posdtion, beirg then within forty yurds of its northern
face. its evncuation wis cloardy necessary il the garrison was
1o evade capture or angibilabion. Withdrawal 1o the south
eaatwiatd wis therefore ondered apnd vwis successfully carmied
out under the covering fire of Lisatenant Russall's party ol
North Staffordshire orderm] lorwand for the prarpsome,

A Turther sbort relicgment to the south was made and the
whnole ing re-formed. The Sth Rusian Battalion® is mentionod
m the war dinries as h:l.'l.'ihj: e VEry waall 1 s retlrement,
the only instance in which the loeal traops took any effective
part in the fighting. The others had all retired across the
rallway line, the first place where it was found possible to mlly

| mmy of them, o
The line of delence now ran porthward from Baladjacg
[ villige (o near the Bomgauli derricks amd themce to Tgya.

But there were large gape in the line. which the fow wek
compmnies of Deltsh Infantry wnd the Sth Rossian Battalion
[abciag 150 EtrompE} wers tisathctent to fill, and thers wWas 1o
resarve.  Colomel Faviell repotted this ansatisfactory stnte
of affairs nnd obisined pormission to foll back sfter dark 1w W
e abowg the railway embankment from Baladjari o the wost
end ol the BL-_',HI:E il mush, lonving two companiies of the
| Warwicks still st Dipva. The total British casaalties for the

® Apparmotly this wes oo of i bl talkons B Misgsill villsge,
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1', | | HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPUOTAMIA
i diy mpounted to 44, most of which had eccurred on Staforn)
.l HE Hill : * and all reports agreed that the enemy’s losses had e
copEderible
Genetal Dhameterville, wil bui] - beies wt e fromt l|.|.|.|||1|.; the i
| l sitack on Stafford Hill wrole & letter that altermoon (o the

Pakis Government giving s opindon of th ity st
He scapitulated how, in reply o an invitation (o assist, he
had brought as many thoops & possible to’ Bako, and thal
though the small siee of the force hudie] eecusioned daappointmemt
in Baky, he hod never promised to brng any exact memben,
He expluined the British difficulties and showed how it had
becomne necessary to divert some troops, intended for Bam,
to meet & Turdosh advance which threatensd o isolste b
force by cutting his line of commupicaiion ; and e said that oo
Erikt pdditions]l pelnforceinet ol Bratish troidpes was bis e
expected. He went on to describe how that momning mes
of the Bakou troops bod retired instesd of bghting and how,
in oomsegquen, 1 wotild shartly be necessany o withdciw 16
the maitway line, the last possible position for defence.’ Ha
comsiderd that eveén then the town and port could be sivel
if the Baku troops developed —what they did not then poasess—
the wpirit to fight and the determination not to yield, Boi 8
thvey coptmued 1o retire whetiever Ehey came under bre, ot
difenoe would be a waste of time and lIife Whils be was
'u,l.l,l_irlg with his irops D0 Confuies the defence o 1he bEile
el it was fulbe !.u.li.n."lwnz to alideavour o do soowith Lrops
vils lugd oo itemition of Golhiing

That might, & Commdl of War, consiting of all the vanoms
Comymittoes, amd attended by General Thunstorville, sit foe
many hours without schioving anything nseful.

The next morting o fecce of about G0 Turkish  inisnkey
accompamied by a lamge body ol |'r|:|'|='_|||-|r cavalry abtackal
the Dhgya sector, which was held by Russun and Armenta
battalions with two compamiés of the Warwicks n reserv
| The loss of Stafford Hill and Warwick Castle had wenkmsed
| the position sl THgda and during the night 31st Augest/Is |

# The effective strength at Bakm of the 38th infantry Brigide mn Lhe wighl
|I Alst Awgust=frt Seplemlieg wia
Wrinish Dl Hivpriak olbev rmlia
sk Tewulguartnmn _ i . i
Bli Heoynl Warmcimbie [1:) ) [
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DUNSTERVILLES VIEWS =

September the British had repentedly bot  unsnceessfully
advised Colomel Stepanoff in commond to withdrow, The
enemy attack commenced at about 6 am. and the Russians
aniel Armeniane only held on to thsr positions for uboul an
herar, when they retired lurmedly, leaving the Warwicks isolated
and with both fanks uncovered. These two compinies then
lell back steadily amd gradually, fighting o rear-guard action,
for some tluee miles fowards the point where the Bako-Eagya
! rood cronsed the railway,  But before they could rench it, they

ran short of ammunition apd 3 nomiber of their men wWeee cut
off by enemy covaley,  When fnally abont neon they reachasl
the railway, 4 officers amd 67 other ranks were mising,

By this time the Dotish infantry were all very tired men
Ever since their amval in Baku they had been on copstant
duty doy and nmight, generally in the front lne | they had seldom
i had the {ull, or land of, miion they wers used (o ; and they had
fonnd the most hodt very snervitimg.  Genoral Dapsterville
discossed the whole siteatlon with General Lowin, who had
just ariivesd In Baku for & short visil, dnd came to tha concluslon
that it was useliss o conlimue e delence and that be muast
withdruw the British troops from Baku, He informed the o
Baku Govermment of his conclisions and requested them to
meet him that fterpodp [Isf September). At 4 pim. be
addressed the aszembled committess, informing them thil Le
considersd that Balot could not be saved from the Turks and
that to coptinne its defence would only invalve immnecessary lons
of life. The British troops had hitherto done all the fighting,
as the Jocal troops bad constitently fafled 1o assdpl or support
then ; and he wasd about to give grders o his men to withdrow
from the line. He gave this warning w0 that the Bakuo
unthorties could fill the gaps with ther own troops | but he
recommended them fo make terma with the enemy ot once.
In |.'.|.||,'|.d|.u.'i.n||, he '|:|rHv|.'|:|. them to take pmmeclinte action and
ot to whste time in maling speeches snd passing resahitinni.
He then left them for an hour to some to n decizion

His speech camed considermble anger and constemation,
But it falled 1o achieve the desired effect ; for when he retumed
in an hour's time, the assembly was still i crselses
talking. He begged them to act and agsin left them for an
hour, only to find on his refom that they were still passing
resolutions without showing any signs of taking defintte wction,
As he felt that under soch conditions it would be unfair 1o the
inhabitanis o deseri them, be dectded to allow his troops 1o
romain, contenting himself with sending u warming note to
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L
! the dactators." Tih fhiwi LlSEY 1 I-'I_ thnt the Briish [,.,.,-,-I-H
could only be permitted to leave the twwn at the sume fing
1 mural oil I.:_-: sappe ferma aE bhesis Wil LI anal after the
I evacuntion ol ncis-com b tats
I the mesntime, on the 28th Aogust—Dbetore news of thy
Tarkisl attack on the th wached him—Genoral Cobba
relerring o a ropEart B ) il receve] fnom s ligienon i fices
| whi e lafi Bako on the 2nd, telegraphed s views on th
Pakn srivatis boothe War O He estumatod thal whag

ihe whale of the 9th Wercentershire Regiment reached Baky,
e totnl British foroe there wonbd be about 'ZIKNH and 1§ waild
have to e fed from North Hersia | e Turks opposiie Bakn
nimberai 5000 pegmlirs with 20 gans &nd SO0 Tarbs
|1|'1-,EII'|||.|'- ooder Turlosh office ainther 10K Il'l.‘.'..|.'|'|’- Wit
e there = of B400 Gesman cegulars with 20 guns n the Potd
Tiflis oren, probably 4000 with the guns ooald e b Bals
within i month | dand, i more tioops wete rogquared, thea Furkis
had another 5000 men and M) Fons availahle. who oould alss
ged there wiihin o month

The extricstion of the Britieh froen Haka wimld b |"|.:!r'l'.'|l;'|'|.'
difficnlt, especially # they were delests], and this scemsd
witmately certain In the maantime Camernl  Denstermdls
had failed 10 obtain contrel of the shipping, his pressnce ol
Boku appenrdad 1o be karmaniang the Tormoo-Lerman differennes,
and Kussinn reimforcements from out<de Halio semned unkikely
to miterialise.  Uonsequently Gimeral Cobbe had d:aXad et
Dunsterville #f he considersd that 1he force in Balku could
withstand a Turco-German stiock ; and, if not, how he propissd
berearry ot his erdersto obtain ond am -hl|'|!:II!.' {or the coptial
of the Casplan and to prepere for the altimate sathdeasweal of
his troops from Raku

The War Offics telegraphed 0 reply on the 3at Anpust
exprissmg entire cobcirmatice In the views expresed and B
the erders sent to General THitsterville. Buot they sugpested
that he uhould alen be mstrocted to destyov the od-plaot st
Haim before withdrewal, 3f it could be dome withoot oom:
promising hig troops.

General Marshall, who arrived back from leave on the i
siptember, informed the War Offue that dey that, owisg o
the Turkish concentrations at Tabriz and Sonj Bulag, he had

—

" la e poameciion ser U sarnsary of Geermd Dhimriervilles ekl
FeEpmapilue trpock ol Il Sepinmfer piven hereafter
f M= did et then ke Bow weill T s it wree.
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EVALTIATIOR ORDEREL =1

withleld® the fowrth battalion of the 89th Bosade and the
dnd Fiokd Batterv, both of which Genemnl Dunstérville had
wiked should be sent {o Bakcf  General Dunstervillebad: been
ariered to eviedate that place st efcp dnd hiad besn told thit
nn more remforcements world be pent hine  Hin troops were
to be withdrawn to Eneell, but bhe might incrense the gorrison
of Rrasmanvenlsk o 40 & battalion amd i Daiieey,  This Jagier
| order wis meodibed pexi day by iostroctions thist he was o be
gulded i caleulathing the wme of the force st Knsmovicsk, for
thie defesos of whach b woield be r:-].'lclnl.lh1|:_ 'h_','iht twnl::.hiﬂl:}"
‘ that the force wonld have to depend for sopplies an North-Wist
Persta ond by the nombers. of ships at bis lii:ﬁi!ﬂ-!-dl. To obtain
i was, be was fold, of the uimest bnporiance.
| In the meantime, the Trans-Caspian force Oppoadng the
gobvanee of the Bolshevils fram Mery lind bess jemfneesd 10
| thgir position ot Kaakha by about 300 nfes of the 19th Punjabis,
pent by General Malleson from Meshed. On the 28th August
B Bolshevik attack in force was beaten hack with heavy loss,
It thi= action most of the local troops fled, Beaving the Punjiins
| 1o bear the brunt of the Aghting . and the gallant conilact of
the Litter cvrmbinesd with the pusiilanimity displayed by many of
(e Bulshevik force, maminly comtobated to the ssocessin
rovult.  Next doy o company of the 1fdth Hampshire, itk
had recently roached Kmsnovodsk from Enwelt, joined the
faree i H.l.uh'.h:lI and o opertion of the 44th TFheld Hﬂ-[tﬂl':r'.
which reachied Krasnovodsk from Enzell on the 2nd September,
mesched Kpakha on the 4th
Un the Ist September General Dunsterville tebigraphad (o
Baghdad that he was doubtiul if it would be possible 10 sve
Baku. This telogram, which was delaved in tronsit and was
repasted 1o the War Office by General Marshall on the 4th,
crissed the telegram from the ntter ordering evacuation.
General Dupsterville sald that the delay i arrval st Baku of
Britisly relnforcements lud given the coemy the fnltiative and
that onr troops had been jorced back 1o the last Tine of defence,

b point of fart the onder had been send belore Gimers] Masball sevivid
B b Enrt he foibrmed 1
f G the Syd Seplember the Commander-in-Chied m Indis felegraphed to the
War Offen aiferigg U opizion Uhet the Tosisal fore 3t Sac] Bulag was
fmarlly = flamk guand; whick, s i1 ool be mat Ty i‘lllrl'lil'l'.llmllﬂ'll_ L
irrmamihak and Hamsiden from milbead, Ty semel to- ety the with-
bohting of winfrsmants frem Fabn.  Moeeover, in Geeerml Moarns opmiomn
the inevrmmmit of Jetiforeniests toeands Euel weald knve bors neclal
frwunls mewilng un ensny alkr=ace from Tabca
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Hé had 800 Britih troops* and about 1000 Russians on whom
he conld rely, the remainder of the Baku force beng negligible
The m:.m}-']md abot B 000 regulars and S0 irregalars apd
e town awermmed with  encoy Wy mipathisers and ageiis,
hlll]iﬂ'ﬂgli ha had b;.;p{ the War (Hbhce drlers seerel. the B.h
autharitive were |.‘n-"-.|.1|':|:|'ll'|].'|'||i; to think that our -'r:r|]:|.' '-"hir"-"-'1 wid
to distroy the ofl wells, gun control of the Hect and ey
shondan them after removing . thar only means of

termz with the enemy—a repiy o thor appez] for asssingmg
which they regarded as dishomourable. It was consequenily
difficnit for bm L0 obtain ioy dohoessons of arange Jor fhe
il destruction, But he was consstently pressing for ships
on which to mount ssval gans and he had ot last been allotisd
two on the condition thet thelr crews remained Russian, He
hod stated all aleng that i wee mpessible (o control the Best
or 1o deny the ofl fields to the enemy unles we contimoed o
hold Pola ; and be trosted that H M, Gevernimont wore unide
ni illusicns on the subject and were aware that i Bake fll
we shonld incor ediim and accwsations of bad faith,

After the lst September the Torks did npot renew ther
pttacke for nearly o fortpigit, though they cnrried on injes
mittent artillery bombardments of the town and wharves
their fire being specially directed on the British hesdquarten
Om the Srd September General Dunsterville telegraphed that
b bad mode preparntions for eyvaoustion, but thei the jeol
fgovernment had informed him that the British troops. éoull
only be pernitted to lesve Baku vn the sumo terms und ot the
same fimie &s thetr own troops. O the 4tk be reported tat his
refusal to recognise control over British troops by the el
government had schieved a salatiry effect : ten shaps had bes
placed at his disposal for arming, subject to the conditim
that only the gun-crews should be British. On the 5th be
telegraphed that be had received the order to withdow, b
considered it impessble 10 do so under the guns of the fes,
He also said thit Biclarakof had captured Petrovak i Had
promised to send 1,000 infantry to Baku within & week. The
bocal situation appearod mone promising and General Dhomstes-
ville hid told the bocal government that be world remaln with
them to the end, withdrawing anly if matters became hopse

i

* Ix uflitiee b the S0 odd Pl of the Warwickahing, 'J:l'.i.l.ﬂ'.llhﬂ_- and
Wariestermhire tattilions. there wem the Hesdguariens #th Inbstey
Eha Bih Fiekl Battery, throo armopssd com of = 8 Squsslem
Armemgeid Car Bri , fiall & marhisg gun compuny formed by e
brigade, i platoon | 4tl Hampabine and twe neraplinnes
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THREAT FROM TABRIE ROAD 235

I He again ladd empiaszin on the grent vibie of Baku and ssid
that if the remainder of the {Bth Infantry Brigade were sent
him thers was o possibility of saving the town. Tt should be
npted that these tedegrams of tle 4th and Sth, together with
ome sent on the Bth, piving the probable dates of armval of
Micharmkodfl's retnforcements, were deliyed in trinet and did
not reach Haglukad 10l the Sth Seplember.  Another telagrm
sent by Ceeneral Dunsteeville on the 5th owas not, However;
||.-|£|a}r!!! In this he n=sked For the des P b of teififorcements

| trr Mok aned b owos 1ald 5t sece i50 e hh 1'r1|. Greneral Mamsball
that oo more troops would be sent iu.m and thut his orders for
withdrwal still held good,

O the 5th September our advanced post on the Tabriz moad.
consisting mainly of iregulars holding a paint about forty-five
miles northowest of Minneh, was attacked and driven back lor
about ten miles to the south-eastward by an enemy force pbout
B0 stropg,. - Small bodies of Brtish moforcements were sent
oot in support, but the enemy developed o strength of about
2,000 with two guns and steadily pushed back oar force fwhich
most of the rregubars deserted), occupying Todonanchal on

: the Tth and Miaaneh on the $ih,  Cr tl'l:!IIP"i ! thien mmmbern
aboat 5} sabres, 6 guns, 350 infuntry, two n:m:nu'ud Clarn ey
260 Jevies, then took up o position on the Kuoflan Kuh, which
though naturslly strong wad oo extensive for this force to held.

I Beforo retuming to the deseription of events st Baku, a short
digression i necessary o give an account of some correspan-
dence which took place at this time between London, Simia and

i Mesopotamin regarding plans for increasing the British force in
North-West Perzii and for countering the enemy's plans in
that direction.

O the 2840 August the War Office telegraphed pomiing o
that the extension of the raflway to Pal Tag would redoce the
road distance (o Enseli 1o about 448 miles.  They were unﬂi-hﬁ
opt 1,300 Ford vans and 500 Peorless lorries | ¥ anid Gener
Marahall was to mke Eonry effart to redece his mnsport m
thes Hilln srea. to abtain local transport and to get foel supplics
from the Caspian,

They suggested that the mads from Hamadan to Zenjun
and El]l.r and from Kermanshah to Setineh should be improved
s0 a5 to allow of preparations for mesting a hostile advance

' on or about the line Zenjan-Bijar-Sehneh, where works of

* Lavrries i pumyed meore wsela thiom Fard wane an the Pesslan mad doring 1

e iimmer, bt wamild oot be s in o winter oo e smds wonld becoss

beavy wlily rniy amd s,
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{elence shonid be updertaiien and depaois of suores wewd mitth o
Fgld Be lofpiiicid 1 pluenciion WiIthh LhosE  faaksures g
pailway should be develope] from the Lhvul mideralily o
ol the Talwl Hamrn, towards the bhead-waters of the [itle
Tab, with the objeet of maintuining o force to act offensdvily
sratsial e Hank of any [oriosh force ddeanciog foom: Urmis—
.i..:||:|_' Rl o hneh— TTiEn The Wiar Ciific il

sowct the route [or this lne (o allow, whether it was whallky

1 -._:--_ 1 O CRmpRosen pEThY o] faa il |'||| VPR
1P s ko destrable, they sabd, for the uitimate security
ot the Hamsdan:Kazgvln rond o deovelop st least o moid |]||_§|_-
cormmuricatiog froan Abwoe fin Ambisinn, or A, b
Heairisakion @ weel they askied thatl reliable techineseal inforrmmntisn

Hould be obitainesd a8 to e possibealitl el besl aligrinant
Thery concluded by snyme that the foture prionty of rasteiy
RS tELrTEr N f‘.l.---:'.a,-.-l 1010 T i R i} exlensiom 1o Pal

Tag, () extension fowards Kirkuk, () Nasinya-Hilla®

O the Ind September the Commander-in-Chief in [mis
(] :|_'|.:1:|r|||||l-\._| his views oo the War Offio |llll|lll'.-!|- i the
asswmpion that the enemy's frst objective afier Baka would
b to abtmin control of the Usspion, he considered thot the
oty s main effort o SNorth-Yyest Persin wonld be dimeted
alime the Tubrnz-Mianeh rmmoed of dang . the road oorth ol
it through -Ardebll 4o Astara oo the Bako-Ensel: moad. W
appeared to him that, having regnrd to varous topogmphical,
poftica] nnd mibtary conidderatwons, (which be detailsd), the
Tierki=h [orce about Tlrmin weas only o fank preeard. Lon=
spquently he was of opinton that we ghaild concentrate, before
winter set in, on the impeovement of the route to Eneeli and
i Lhe defence ol the sector securing oar positlon arainst aktack
i the Vabriz moud west of Zenjan and of the coast road noril-
west of Enseli, with soch counter-offensive  meissres 02
I.'_|-'!!!II1I|:1-' IIJI.l:||1 affer, 1 lie i epwirm L AL | IIp'.l"_.-ﬂ_|I::U|-f_'-IiJI*
sehmsl e shodld, he considered, be regarded as a pecopdary
mniter, except mso far na it could be execnted by purely local
|.|I||III

Hit did mot ngren with the '|ll"ll‘|l-'l-|=1 eometraction of @ rpley
from the Divala tewirds the bead-waters of the Littla Zob,
rwing to the mlitary operations and dispersion of fone it
woukd entail, to s length through hilly country delsinng
consirwrtgm, o Us lomited effect mnd 1o s volnerabidy 16
ey attack from the Mosal direction

* The rillway t5 Tl wom compihiied on the 1et September yeeept of the
wilising wFraLgrEmests
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MARSHALL" VIEWS et ]

| [he fme of commiaasoation from Alwae to Hamudan, with
Mobnmmemah as its starting point, had defimte strategic and
i...-|-.“.;;-|;|]'|' .'.li'.'.lrl1.1.],'::'- Buat careful |;|',|=.'|".l:ibT.;|lil.=|| i Indlis of
-_h- |111:-[.l.1.| baskly - Lhien 4.:|1| i.lrl.'lr'll.lll'll'!.'. Il o I‘Jllr! defimite
conclusion that only o milway could 'make 3t an efiective
eommunication ; sl for the copstroction of this ot least o
yeir woald kst reguired,

{reneral Mamshall |-'|1'El '.1]_|||.-|-11 legs n_'J'-l.:.,' un Lhe Bih ﬁt_p-il‘:l:l:l!:r:'r.
With the trmnage !.‘ﬂrl:l:lj:.rll kv the War Offce and :I.EBLIIIJiI'l.E
thaot by March 1018 the milway to Pai Tag, ax wall us the
ropeeway to the top of the pass lod been completed, he
woitll probably be able to deliver 100 to BA tons g doyat

p Eneeli

Constraicts bnd been made bocally o kesp the Kaman-Zenjan,
Hiumedan-Zenjan and Hamadan-Bifar madz [n onder and the
Hiumadsn-Sehneli road hodl been made 81 for mator - imaiiic.
But the Kenmanshah-Selmel ropd was bad even for pack
braivzport wnd thefe was oo 1ol laboor dvailable fo Fepair
it, The prepamtions owtlined by the War Ofice woald be
taken in hand whenever looal transport became pvailibils

(yeniral Muorshall then eotersd into detnils of the various
difficultios attending the constroction of & msilway towarnds
the hend-witers of the Litile Fab and of o Hoe of compuamicniion
tn Hamadan from the south.  He was unahble to ecomnend
eithet of these projects and he considered that, to maintain
o foree of any material size in North-West Porsin, all our
enerigies shouhl be devoted 1w developing the rouie Vil
Kermanshaly and Hamadan

Local supplies for the winter in Persin had, he said, boen
estimated as sufficient for 14,000 men wmi 2550 anbnols, bol
owing to lack of transport the maintenance of a torce of this
psire, in case of contimoed operations, could not, for the timme
being, be guarantoed  He pecommended that when the trans-
wirt aituation became easier two infantry brigades should

» concertrated st Hamadin and Kuaavin, which, with the
other anms then in Perita and the two Infantry batialions on
the line of communication west of Humadan, would be the
total force that he could supply during the winter. This dis-
position was, he considersd, the ope bast sited to mset the
mast probabée enomy movement, ie. from Tabriz on Kasvia.
But, il hkis own trursport {acilivies had grestly improved, the
enemy would Be able 1o conocentrate superkit forees an that
lie. Should this happen our troops would withdeaw nhight|y
westwnrd so a5 to meénace the right Aank of any hostie move.
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|| 78  HISTORY OF THE WAHR ! MESUPUTAMIA
1111 H this view wis oonoiiied s be recopemended Els the |
11/ dﬂnr{":'"';r—'-!ll .|r:||.|j||:.|_'|_1 detuchments al Enzeh and RKeshi mluiali]
| | be withdruwn and that if the demchment at Krasnowvedsk oould
|. 1 oot be sont back to him it should be adoimstered by Genera)
[ | Malkeson.
il O the Sih September, on receipt of the delved telegmms
LRI of the 4th, Bith and @th from Baku, Genernl Morshall telepm
! to Geteral Dumsterville that it was difficult to ondemsiand Qe

gitantion at Eaku thorenghly but that he did oot seem to he
attempting to camy out Genernl Marshall’s ordess for withe
ir.:wr:ﬂml fhut accordingly events is the whole of Persia wen
likely 1o be compeoiised. On heanng next day of this action
by Genianl Marshall ® the Comimander-m-Lluel in India ol
oo telegraphed his views to the War Office us follows. - General
Dunsiterville appeared o be holding his own, to be improving
s pewition do Baln anid to have obiamed possession ol a porths
of the Cospian fleet. Bachamkoff's sicoes at Petrovsk offersd
safficiont prospect of his ability to remforce Baku to justify
congderable sk in retaining oor troops there. Do Inct T
s might then have reached Haku,  After CGeneral D
wille's undertakang to remain with the Bako people to the sod
and iy vhew ol the Impossibility. of his withdrawal, exoepd wits
the assent of the feet, General Mopro did not agree with Generl
Maralall's sction fn agein reminding Genernl Dansteryille of
thee srders bo witldruw, nor did he usderstand how the latter's
action could compromise events in the whole of Peria. | Genersl
Monro recopmized, however, thaot there might be good paason
ol which hir wiis tnaswase for Genetal Marshall's actmon,  Uples
however, the Wir Office considered these very convincing, #
was for comsideration whether General Marshall should not be
urged to reinforce Enzeli with all available troops in rendines
to tuke adviptage of any favoumble development in the
situntion at Bako, This chance of retrieving our position us
the Caspian, thereby socuring & short ses-line of commusiese
bion between Baku and Engell, would eable w ool ok
mterior lines against the Turkish wings at Balo and Tabrisf
Un the 1ih September General Marshall telegrophed that
b had received iy furthier repoTl from General Ihlﬂﬁl‘ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ]!
but that Calonel | hatterbiock, who wis =ick and had 12 hh
I'.tF the wvenmg of the Bil, Envi the 'I’.:.Hu'.l.-'j_ng i formation et
Enzeli on the 7th.  The hostile bombardment had been resewed

Jl:jl':ﬂ”ﬂ Masnbaall's pegionks in e War Qoo wern always frpalisd =
i

§ This telegram dees moe appear 1o havr bees repeated @ Gemerld Aarlail |
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LDUNSTERVILLE'S VIEWS bl 1)

| oo the Bth after having ceased for two days, during which the
enemy s movements hid been screencd by dust storma,  On
the 6th mumours wete current that the memy was withdrowing
and oor patrols renched Binagadi and Digyn without meeting
I any Turks, while, to the west of Balo, an Alled detachoent
reported the departure of large rmilway trains up-conniry.  The
Paku Government had cecelved a letter from the Moscow
| Ceivverniment sying that fhe Jatter hal appealéd {0 Germany
agamnst & Torkish occopation of Baku and (et Germany had
promused. thot she and not Turkey would ocoupy the town.
Bichamkoils troops were expeciel but had not amived.

Gremeral Moamshall added vhat he bad seoetved no confirmation
il the alleged Turkizh withdrawal. He also sald that Torlkdih
patrals had entered Mianeh, our detachment having withdniwn {
o the Kaflan Huh position, and that on the Bijar line there
wan no change. Next day he reported that the North-West
Persis situation was seripns, hostile riding parties having besn
reported ning miles south-west of our K positioh.

Ui the 9th September General Dunsterville sent two telegramas
to General Marshall, repeating them to the War Office, win
recelved them on the 11 In the first hezad that the tactical
sitgation ot Baku was entirely due 1o 'the delay in sending lim
troops and be deprevited serongly the idea of abandoning Baku.
lo the second—which he sent in reply (o Genemd Marghnl's
| telegram of the Gth saying that no more troops would be sent

to Balu and that the onder for withdrawal from there held
u!md—'hr gtated that evacoation 10 anirmed li:lL'iFH. W im-
podible wnaler the guns of o heatile fleet. The Balu Govern- |
ment hod decided pot to sorrender the town and be had no
[ plternative but tostand by them,  He holieved that 3 successial
defence wits possible for the folliwing reasons,  The defensive
| posttion was g-::cwﬂjnglj; strong and could be made impreginahle |
| with relinble troops, The Torkish force woas demoratised by |
the heavy Josses among its best troops.  The Allied soccess in
| France was affecting the situation in the Caucasus, where the
Ceorgians  were perslstently  reported. to hive visen LinE
| it Creriiimgis m:lp:: foire b{}rﬂrlTl:ﬂiu.lu vwas =aid to hﬁn}'
threatening the rmilway brdge over the Kura fver  Even if
| (erman troop:s were ot withdrawm from the Canensns to meat
the situation in France, it wis improbable that, with Ceorgions
and Armenians in insurcection and threatening their lines of
I pommmnbcation, the ememy could send o Baka the number
, previously estimated. had gone, ammunition and war
materm! 45 pood a8 anyihing the eoemy coukl brng aganst

BRITISH
ANV HEN

Yau Aa 5iae de s duad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/17/15/66/4 e <l
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100049244985.0x000061 :4xd il ki dgSa e (a el




=

Syilgll i dyisa
Qatar National Library

) 1) D 8 Alead) Lan ) Gy L) 10l (g S qjad) g 5"
(O£ +/YAY) [EBY£7]. "IV alaal) V4V ANANE

! aay  HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA

H it e wiwd, haveng e sirnl - ol the sem, il LeOvVetimbeg
i ! pingld  imave trmOps DOl SRR 8 without  opfosiiing
: Bicharakoll s first echelon b erivod thiet ddmy amd b prrombss]
| 5 (M) men E wnaothEd {oriniatit Lestakawan hod 4080  iHes

o of the BHaku foroes sould
| |

rendy i mave  Remmiannaliy
F?[lu',ll- & ghout 3 rebinbee trod a1 Lhot, wikly the Dok

al ope British bragade, amfidently  bellpved that the shous
1 forve ixukd Bold Baku agamst anything the encmy conld ring

| seninst it Thi albgrmallse Wa |I-I:i!.'.|"'.l' Hacisteg ..:u] 'IIEiI'
| nermanent loss of all objects we had been working {od

il O the 111k the Wir Office telegraphed to General Marshall

{ by havine regard (o the dtuaton reported in s telagram

E‘I od i T e, Colopel Chatterbuck s reprt HL S Lrovernimen

il considered hat, far the tite being, British troaps shoud hald
on to Hakuo They wece also apixious thot the Hritish lsres
on e Hamadan-Engell rond slould be incrensed afan veathy
date
On the 126h September, General Marshall informed the Wae
Ciifice thot hie was sonding General Thomson commanding Hih
Divizion, to take commond in North-West Fervn ang Ve
|.1|||'|||1,:: tr Falen tle remadnidear of Lhe o bl of the thies
Reitich infantry battulions there, some naval Talings nod som
Baed wans. Het an outilanking odvance that day by 1300
‘Torks with {oor guns, which obliged the British detachnisat
an the Kuflen Kuh to evecuate its position snd retine g
direction of fenjan, Jed him to modify these prdetn,  Gensral
Marshail reperied that. thougl the British detachmnt wa
oo weak Lo stop the Turkish odvance. tids oo ihd be ditayed
safficiently to enable him to draw in to Katvin the troop
botween there and Eneedi, so os booavind the nsk of thidr helisg
et afl o mme] thian GRS L plly ol those detmls of the b
Infantty’ Brigade which were betwesn Kazvin and Ensel
wandd o to Bako, Gepernl Nar chiall madded thai he had fex
SONTIE DI DT & |||||| L1 lewrml I_|._II|'_I!_h|I|_ L |:E'Ji1|'li|l."' Ili”'- .-"ﬁ'dm
reinforcements to North-West Persia and that In three days
time bet would be ghle to despatch; {rom rallyad, Do pdantey
hattalions snd drafts, which should veacli Hamndnn foar wieks
|.u.'.1::

By this tine the force o Boaka had e reiioreed By

hrl'.ll..p'.-ll.:r- antl twe ewmpanlss Bt Wireestorshire wod by
500 of Bicharaloil's men with ten machine gons,  ood progress [
haal been made tn Wiring sk Er P nyIng i eionces, i-rll'-l'“"!l-i-:"'q
the recrgmnisaition of the telephone commiunicitions, Bt i |
tad besn found impoesible 1o get the Arnenian treops W
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| BAKU SITUATION 4

enttenich  themaslves properly ; and, thoogh some progress

har been mnckE with (heir 1|u.|'u|r|$ thisir discipline: wiis wtill

s bl that they could never b relied e, either 1o take

o thickr allotted positiops or to remain i théem.®*  The Jocal
palitical situation had become more complex, as it was repofted,

| first, thot the et was pegotiating with the enemy 1o sierinder
the Hritish fomcet and then, that ithe Armesians Bad o
negotintions (o surrender the bown aiter the withdrmiwal of
the Britkh fonce, The latter report wies sidd oo have so fo-
furtaded thie Toevi fhat I|||-:'_l.' threatened to bombard Lhe Armisinn
=[S L 'I.‘Iu-:-.- wirn @lse said ta have the ind r_;-,[j-:_“, 1M SO
ith s of the e Joel parthes, ol depasing the Jecal
oyt oriises |||.1r-__1:|'1 hier 0 imvonr of aotire contm) 'I'_n, the Hritish
In kis book General Dunsterville savs that he considered this
solation of the difficaliies Beat b malmod that be had in-
sufficient bBrtish oficers wath bm o carry oul the vanous
petersary fasks : and be had to rest content with the Emited
control be bad alresdy stabished.]

It was diffienlt to gein any oxact ide o the Turlash disposi-
thems and mientons [ and; though the enemy hid oo atreral,
observation by ouf fwe deroplanes and by the two Hussian
siplanes wis much hampered by ihe continuods Hot winds
and dist storms,. At the bepinmng of Seplember the Turks
e gan comcen trating men & short distnnce wesbward of Baladjan,
but mont of these troops appoased to have moved elsewhere
by the Gth pnd both Binaged and Digva hid betn evacuaied,
[ ng the seconid wealk of the aoath h‘:ur|:r|. LT Hg:in tibrmervind
wiestward ol Haladjan and seath of Binagach, but they wire
only =sen i mconsiderable pumbers.  Op the night of the

| 12th/18th, however, an Englich-speaking Arab officer desertor
cimie i dnd sadd that the epemy was prepariog for o gengril
attack, probably next doy.  He could not say on which part
of tha fine the muin attack was intended, thooaeh he thooght
it wriptit b pgadnst our left. The Sih Chocasus, 15h and part
of the #th Concasus DHvinoms formed  the Turkdsh force

¢ Capirnl Diislitapvllle bl teded to lsrieg the lecs] iroops wndar prepes
dinedplivn Iy Unking three of their mttabions with & Trtah battalicn, the
brapsabes ao jormed belng yrder i commosded of (e by, BT By el wilh
b oyl o ani] alss chlpotioee tnog Dintak officed assdidiliag cuman—
though the o) cificem kal net the necessary exputisnies ; and the sclwm
wika w840 ardled | e vimn b wiech Lhe mild o2
1 This tFulks i s e SiieEfali.
T Codanel Soiles had been apgamied Clisd of Staff to the lecal Comamander
| En-Ckied mmd other Hritish affhcem wore o clucree f e Ao, Ui B
wans sonl dhe comabinod infantry of Ui debrmyive Dos
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. I:. QPF'm'itf Bk “.“!"]:F "._lLin:ﬂwi-I:!Jl.':.r-lII_IZ'H‘F!E'li.i'I.\.I E.-.m_-nﬁﬂf al
i 7000, All the cavalry were frregulars, but the majonty of
' 1 the infontry were n_h"lﬂ.l.[-.' He behimvedl that there WeTp
tharte-two figld or mountain guns with the -‘-.-Il::-:'. though he
' himsell had only seen foms.  The 5th Caocasus Division, whic)
| had beett concentrited wat of Badndjord, had moved oves ta

the Turkish right and the 15th Division wis, he believed, bein
moved aver to the laft.  The Turks. whose intelligence was bad,
belisved that there were in Baku 30 British, 4,000 Rosstins
pid 6,000 Armenians ; and feeling sure that the Armentans
would ot stand they ment to capture the town., IF the
atinck faided this time, they would bong up the 1ith Laocssis
Dhvision g 8 reinforcemod

This informution enabled Colonel Kevworth {o male some
]m:'pqiinthm to meet an attack nest day, thoogh he was g
cortain whether it would fall on lis léft of nbout Buladjaek
fi alse lod General Dupstarville 1o countermand an operation
ppainst the enemy's lae of commtnication, which Cealage
Rawiinson was to have loft Balu on the 13th to carry ot Thom
Lenlmvan.

By 830 p.m, on the 13th September the general disposition
ol the troops holding the line ol delence was s ollows.  West:
word of Bibi Eibad ™ A" fm'.llJ.uu\.' North Stafterdshine 'i_-i-h'l.'l-l.l-l [
80 strong under Captain Bollington) held the Jeft of the line,
with an Armenian batbalion (about 100 strong) in becnl reserve
at Woll's Gap wos @ Hussian detachment with two machine
guns ; and Headquarters and " C"' Company North Staffore:
shire (about 30 strong) with 20 rifles Warwicks and Wertester:
shire, under Major Lev, had just moved out from genenl
reserve it the town and had occupied o commanding positios |
in pear ool YA Compeany, near o lecal battory of held gum
nnfl owiteers.  Colonel Reyworth had sent oot il resErvn e
meel the conbmgeneoy of a night atteck agaonst s left;
meant to withdmw it in the sarly moming if not required,

“BY Company, Norih Staffordshire, under Capiain
larkington, apparently aboot 100 strong, which hod jmst moved
irom local reserve sonth of Baladjard, held aboat eight TIL'IIIIIIF!H-
yirds of the line north of Woll's Gap, near two bafienes 8
pusttion.,  Northwand . of them, . jor teo-and-s-hall omls or
more, to the point forming the right of the Lefi Section of
defence, the line was held by Armenian troops, with 18

= Hha amid 10t 16 Tarks hail ool et tH'HILIJ fai -_u|_|.|.-_.]_' the |rﬂ!|l_"i1|'|f indzniry
1ty lod recrwited
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DEFERSIVE DISPOSITIONS 241

Armeniin battalions in rear, in reserve, at the headguartors
of the Left Section of the dedence {Colonel Bog Surab).

Bichirikofl's men held the left of the Right Sectiom of the

defence, which included the angle where the line tamed east
Chn therr night "' A" and ** C ™ Comtpanies of the Worrestershire
heid o line, about tweo miles long, which passed Baladjari
Station and village, with * B Company in local reserve.  The
Wiarwicks {less a cumw; continued the line to the dght as
far us the Beynk Salt Marsh, their fourth company {100 strong
under Captain Bushicll) being in reserve at 3nh Brigade Head-
quarters on the Bake-Binagadi road about one-and-a-hall
miiles south of Baladjard.  “ D" Company of the Narih
Staffordshire (30 strong under Major Havelock) was also in
reserve ibont two miles west of Bri Headquarters, Four
field batteries, including ene of howitzers and the British 8th
Battery, were with the Right Section of the defence.
- On the right of the Warwicks, the south bank of the Beyuk
Salt Marsh was held by an Armenian battalion and at the
defile immedintely to the east of it were posted four of the
Dunsterforce armoured car machine gans,  Two of the Dunster-
force armmoiired cirs were at Baladjard and the third was in
reserve At Haku, The extreme right of the lne, which was
threatened by enemy mounted troops, wis covered by 4 fore
of about 500 Armenian infantry, a cavalry squadron, a battery
and thres Russian srmoored cars.

The above statement does not take into account the dis-
positions of a large part of the local forces, as these were never
known to the British and pever accorded with the orders fssued
b them.

For bout an hour after mudnight {13th/14th September)
firing was heard, L[lﬂweml}' froin about one-and-a-hall miles

.

morth of Wall's But no information was obtainable
conceriing it, amd n patrol sent out by B Company North
staffordshire found nothing to report. At 430 am. & cons
siderable wmount of finng was agan heard from the same
direction, but no information about it could be obtained:
el it grichanlly subsided, only to break out again in incrensed
volume about an hour later. [t had been & very dark and misty
night and, when day broke, the mist in the Woll's Gap region,
which grew thicker for two or three hours, rendered it im-
possitie to see for any distunce.  All the British commanders
reported all quiet on their immediate fronts, so Colonel
Beoyworth asked for information from Major Davrell, lLiaison
| oificer with the headquarters of the Left Section of Defence.

| Iy "
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|_|' 1 943 HISTORY OF THE WAR: MESOPOTAMIA
| ‘ | Ho replied that he thooght that the enemy had broken the
| fiie to the porth of Wall's Gap and had gained '.||-: rirge ove-
il lvoking the tewn. As ihis report was nol 1_.'|-r.|1||-d_ Civlome)
| Keyworth ordererd Captain Bollington (A Lompany. Norh
1 Siafinrdehire) to  proceed to Woll's Gap and report on the

gtuation. [n the meantime, Major Ley, in conlerence with
Mijor Duvrell, deoded to move his reserve company towards
Wail's lhr-. bot belofe he eould do so, he receive] ordes
fabaoat G35 am.) from Colonel Keyworth to move back inte
ihe town.  Captoin Bollington hod fownd il vorrect at Wialt's
{;'ilil anid gn official Foport o Cobme] RKeyworth  from fhs
Russian General Stafl said that the Ene was intoct. At fhe
same time o] I{r:.,'w-e:lnll hae receivs] intornmaton fem
Colonel Faviell that an enemy attuck wis developing aguiss
thiz Balaadjar sector In potnt of inct, thimgh thar line ot Wil
Gap nnd for half=a mile novth of £ was intact, the eeemy reslly
h::Fh:::.I.mn throawh whout 4 mile or so further to the nirih

In the Baladjan sector, though the firlng from the direction
of Woll's Gap had been heard, all hud been quiet 10 sbos
6 am., when the Worcestershire drove back a stmall Turigsh
patrol seem in the vicinity of Warwick Castle.  Not long abter
this severn] hnndred of ihe cnemy were S&8m el varcig 1ol
Bialadjnr and, thoigh by absat T oam, ’.'l'lr_'.' were cliecked I-TI'
thie fiie of e Worcesteshire and Warwicks: at a distamre o
phout 1,500 vards from the line of defence, other enomy move
ments nons Binagodi and the heavy firing from Woll's Gap |
direictinn showed Cobonel Faviell that o serioos atinck vk
progress. Al 740 am. hi hesrd from British hendgusties |
that' Major Ley's reserve hod been withdrown to the toem
but he coull get ne information regarding the situstion on fhe
left flank.  He then informed Colonel Keyworth's staff officer
that from the heavy firing he concluded that the man uttack
wia directed wgminst Wolis Gap and that the attack en
Baladfar was only a feint, which he could easily deal witlh,

At 745 o.m, Colotiel Keyworth, receiving definiie informaton
Irom Mufor Dayrell that the enemy was in possessim ":Il_ibl"
Jldﬁr_' ricetth of Waoll's {_}n'p -:_1|'-|_|1T| which the Armendan hid taliond
wWere rulrl:uli'.nﬁfa ordered Tum 1o got im rouch with Hli:-ll'f !-"T
and use the reserve b6 festore the dtuntion.  Thes M‘j”
ﬂagnrﬂ was unable to do; but Colonel Keyworth tnterrepled
Major Ley before hie reached the town with onders i miove
to thehigh ground 1o the south-west of the tovwn, so as to prevent
the enemy from extending his gains to the south and oocupymg
the ridge immedintely ubove the town.
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PROGRESS OF THE ATTACK 244

About 7 a.m. bollets had begun o come against the riglt
rear of B Company North Staffordshire to the north of
Woll's Grap and, as these increased in volume, the company
wis lorced graduslly to change front, till the whole taced
roughly northinorth-enst, Hostile machine gums slso’ came
mito aciton and nf abowt 8 im, tho company hod to fall back
to o ridge some 1AW yards sast of the erout line. At this hour
Captain Bollington, lmnng by telephone from " B Company
that it was surounded® and then finding ol commmication
with that company severed, seni rather moee than half lis
T company towards Wolf's Gup.  Hut ot B30 wm; to sive
isell from being completely cot off, * B * Company hadl been
obliged to make o further retirenon 1o 8 fine irenediately
west o tlie ountakivts of the town

Adter @ sudl up-hill climb, Major Ley's company reached
the cemieteries, which were v the hills :i'l'lil'l]L\.‘L'IJ.lt:r!,' above amid
to the south-west of the town, ot 930 a.m.  He e tered
ool troops retiving and he at once sent a party of abour 40
rifles to talee up a position on & cemetery hill to s front, which
local troops also began to occupy.  He also sent 0 wmall party
to jom "' B Company, wham he codld see on hi= mght to fhe
north-north-easr. In this way a scattered line was formed
facing rooghly west, which closed the estrances to the (own
from the south and south-west and which was bheld by parties
of the North Staffordshire with local troops collecting in betwesn
them. By this time Captoin Hollington had concentrited
the st of “ A " Company antl had taken up o Ine f g
reaghly north, which ran froom the direction of Wall's l}.jp
towards the cemetories, covering some local guns.  Colonel
Revworth, mespwhile, bad withdrawn the two arnodred cars
from Haladjart and had sent them to join the thisd car, to
operate to the westward of the town. Here, boldly and skl
fuily handled throughout the rest of the day, they did consider-
able execution ameng the enemy

About 11 am, in face ol an enemy attack in foree wnd wsder
orders from Colonel Keyworth, “ A" Company fell back in
good order and, making a detour, jeined Major Lev's detach-
ment. About the same hoor Coloned Keyworth  withdrew
the Drunsterforce machine gums from their position eastward
of the Beyuk Salt Marsh and sent them also 1o the left of the
Girie.

* A incorimet and spperestly snarthorised memngs et by s sgmalier wio
wia lidlind sbout that pme
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244 HISTORY OF THE WAR : MESOPOTAMIA

In the Baladjari sector reports reached Colonsl Folel
continuously from 8.45 to 8.45 wm. that the enemy was colledts
ing near Binagndi, while at 9 a.m. he heard from Major Hivelock
that the enemy, who had evidently penotrated the hme north
of Wall's h'u;'i. had obliged Bicharakoft's infantry to ihrow
biick their left flank. At 945 a.m, Colonel Faviell, in secopd
ance with istruction: lrum Colone! Keyworth, ordered Captain
Bushell to take his Warwickshirve counpany (i TEseTveE] and
apictiate .u.E,.J.i'.I'.Iui the left of the el y il hod brokes, 1_|;|_1-|;||_‘h
i the Norih of Wolf's Gap. Calaned Eeyworth had sald tha
the Russinn Generul Stufi was sending two local battalions w
assist in this movement. But they never appenred ; and tha
Russlan commander of the Right Sectiog of defence sent i
their place thres Amménian compamies and o hundred of
Bicharakoff's men. The Armenisns broke under shell fipe:
but Capiain Bushell's company and Bicharakoff's men, atmrﬁipf
with the greatest galluntry, became heavily enguged wi
superior nombers , und they attaised considerable succes
until the Warwickehire officers and many other ranks became
casualties, when their progress came (o b end.

This eonnter-attack relievedd the local sitaation temnporutly,
but ot poon Colonel Faviell heard from Major Havelock, who
was being joined by the survivers of Captain Bushell's party,
that he was mrgently in need of reinforcements. Colonel
Faviell then sent him the Worcestershire company which had
proviously been o local reserve at Baladjar. Td ¥
communication with Major Havelock broke down and Cologel
Favidl heard nothing further from him till 1.30 p.m., when he
learnt that Major Havelock's party had driven the Turks off
the ridge. In the meantime Colonel Faviell had ordered the
evacustion of Balsdjard, a= he had learnt that Bicharckefs
men had begun to rethe. The Worcestershite were dirscted
t fall back to the main sidge on the south and east of Baladjarl
the Russinns were to withdmw to the high ground near the
Haleu-Haladjari road to the loft of the Worcestershire and the
Worwicks were 1o remain whore they were  On o hearing ‘ol
Major Havelock's suocess, however, Colonel Faviell tried 4
cancel thess arders ; but he was unable to gain commmication
with the Russians and the movement procesded

The retirement of the Worcestershire left & temporary fap
on the left of the Warwicks, of which the enemy ook im
advantage to attack m that direction : and at the same time
he develuped an attack against the Warwicks' right, whence
the Armienians at once retred Under orders from Cokipel
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DECISION TO EVACUATE

Faviell, the Warwicks hald on for & time to enable the 8th
Field Battery o withdraw and then fell buck into line with
the Worcestershire. During this time Major Havelock's party
had again been heavily engaged and, deserted by most of the
local tmops, bad been obliged to fall back in the direction of
the town. Major Haveleck himself was killed and many of
hbs detachiment were killed or wounded.  Abdgat 3 pm. the
Russdans om the deft of the Worcestershire main body alu
tetivel.  This necessitated the further retirement of the whole
time, which fell back gradually and stowly till aboot 5 pm
when it reached the vicinity of the northess outskiriy uFl;hr.
LT

To retum to the Aritish left, where the Turkish pressure haad
bean steadily maintained and whete, owing to the amount of
dead grovnd, it had been impossible to observe their numbers
and dispositions.  They had brought several guns into action
and from 10 a.m. onward shellsd the Allied line heavily,
especinily directing their fire sgiinst the cemetery hill position ;
and between 2 and 4 pm. they gradually worked forward into
a cemelery to the north-west of this position,  From here
their machine guns enfiladed the cemetery hill crest and under
this fire the Jocal troops suddenly petreated about 4 pm. With
insntficient men to fill the gaps they left, Major Ley feft that
he hidl no option bat to withdraw his mon also.  As, however,
the enemny made wo attempt to follow up our retirement, the
bocnl troops were able to rilly and posh uphill again with part
of the North Staffordshire, to take up a final and last position

At 3 pm, Colonel Keyworth came to the conclusion that,
if they wished to avoid annibilation or capture, the British
troops must evacomis Baku*  Colonel Stokes was cent for and
the sitwition expliined for the mformation of the Russian
Commimder-in-Chicf.  After this the necessary ordars for with-
drawal were jssued, Major Loy being instrocted? to hold on o
his position st all couts 6ll 830 pm. to enable the remainder
of the troops to withdraw to the plice of embarkation.

In paint of fact, the memy appears to have been § hile
of turther serious effort anywhere after about 4 pom. ; and the
gallant tenacity of the British infantry had been so {ar successiul

* Ueoersl Dunstorville, fsving learme thay the Ruowisn Cammasdes-in-

Chirf ernaldnred ficrtbesr pesbad uses impossd hila, s visieed o] h's

i litle while bedore ithim and discnsed ik wkinndlon F;ﬂm:.

dcmvur, that Codomel Heyworth c