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Abstract

This thesis has been carried out under the title The Private Life of the
Ayyubid Kings in Egypt during 589-648 AH (1193-1250 AD). Since there are
a large number of researches and books that deal with political, economic and
social aspects of the Ayyubid, it is necessary to write a special research about
all aspects of private living of the Ayyubid kings, so as to know, in addition to
the state administration, how their life was and how they spent their daily life.
There were a lot of preparation for all aspects of their lives and hundreds of
servants to provide a life of luxury and enjoyment. This was done by
spending a large amount of money which had a detrimental effect on the state

and conditions of the people.

This thesis consists of an introduction, three chapters, conclusions and
appendixes. Chapter one consists of four sections. The first section is
dedicated to the names, titles, the circumstances of birth and death of the
Ayyubid kings who ruled the Egypt. The second section is about raising the
kings physically and mentally as part of an important necessity for receiving
the power; for that purpose, they were sent abroad. The third section is
devoted to the kings’ characteristics which are deduced from analyzing the
events. The characteristics are divided into physicality, bravery, sociability,
morality and politics. The fourth section is about the marriage rituals,
polygamy of the kings and the number of their children in a way that the
kings’ wives and their children are classified. After that, the kings’ odalisques

and their children from the odalisques are discussed.

Chapter two is devoted to the way the Ayyubid kings spend their time.
This chapter consists of four sections. The first section is about those sports
and hobbies that Ayyubid kings desired and performed like hunting,

equestrian, shooting, archery, puck, chess and swimming. For this purpose,



there were many preparations among them special stadiums for the sports,
clothes and servants, etc. and for this they spent a huge amount of money. The
second section is about the participation of the Ayyubid Kings in events and
sport activities such as conquering ceremonies and the rise of the Nile River

level.

The third section is dedicated to the times and the way of the kings’
sleep and their shower and for this purpose there were many preparations by
the Kings’ servants. The fourth section is specialized to the performance and
participation of the Ayyubid Kings in concerts and celebrations inside the
palaces. In these celebrations concubines of the Kings, by playing musical
instruments and singing fresh hand ballots, entertained the audience. The
Kings had done such concerts on the occasion of visiting a prince or someone
close to them or on the occasion of their victories in the wars and on the

occasion of the peace agreements.

Chapter three includes food, drink, clothing and palaces of the kings
and the exchange of gifts between kings and princes. This chapter is divided
into four sections. The first section is about food and drink of the kings such
as placement of the kitchens in the palaces, and names and appointing of the
servants working in the kitchens. The second section is specialized for the
clothes of Kings, which is divided into two parts: First is the formal wear and
the second one is occasion clothes such as custom clothing upon succession to
the throne, condolences clothes, eating, drinking and war clothes. Time and
place determined the King’s clothes. The third section is about the palaces of
the Ayyubid Kings. The reason and place each palace was built by which king
are clarified. The fourth section is dedicated to the exchange of gifts between
the Ayyubid kings and other princes and kings, which is divided into two
parts: the first part is about exchanging gifts between the Ayyubid kings and
other princes and kings of the Ayyubid family. The second one is dedicated



to the exchange of gifts between the Ayyubid kings and Muslims and non-
Muslim kings.

In addition to some conclusions, the thesis includes some appendixes

which contain images and maps that enrich the thesis.



