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(It was a pitch dark night and raining hard, but the objective,
a large camp of Ismail Uziri, was surrounded at dawn.)
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(Captain King caught as many men as he could, took them into
Kirkuk Fort, where their arms were taken from them, and they were
put under guard, in the Cavalry Magazine)
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(On leaving the parade ground, the men had to pass by a Chai-
Khana. Suddenly in answer to some remark by the people inside, a
riot broke out.

The men rushed the place, and broke chairs over the heads of the
people in the Chai-Khana. Then a small body armed with sticks made
for the bridge. Captain King with the Native Officers, Baijo and
Gewergis, rushed towards the bridge to try and stop the men, and
Sergeant Burgess of the Police made for it in an arabana.)
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It was intended that the Shabana should be a striking force, and
should become the nucleus of the future Arab Army.
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This was done partly to take the place of the Arab personnel of the
Levies, as all Arabs in the country were now required for the Iraq
Army. Orders were issued that no more Arabs were to be enlisted,

and that those already in the Levies were not to be taken on as their
time expired.
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(On Colonel Cameron’s arrival in that place, the officer in command
of the lraq Army troops was Ali Ridha Beg el Askari, brother of
Jaafar Pasha el Askari, and ranking as a full colonel. But the
situation, where such a case arose as was now in Sulaimani, was
dealt with under Article IX of the Treaty of Versailles, which ordains
that in operations where H.M. Forces take part with Iraq forces, the
command shall be vested in the British Military Commander subject
to any special arrangements. This was confirmed by a War Office

Order which laid down that under no circumstances will British
Officers, or troops, be put under an Arab Officer.)
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(The Native Officer had been picked for ability in practical work, for
tribal reasons, i.e. that he was a person of influence, and hence one
the men would follow, or for having distinguished himself in the
field. Education played no part. Against that was the obvious point,
that if the Irag Army authorities refused to take the present Native
Officers, they would run the risk that the majority of the men would
refuse to take on under the Native Officers whom they did not

know.)
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(Penjvin defences were sited and work started, and a new Mudir
installed. The punishment of the villages, which had taken part in the
attack on Defcol, was carried out by No. 30 Squadron by bombing
action.)
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(This affair was probably the surest test of discipline for the Assyrian
Levies that they could have had. They could see their homes going
up in flames and they did not know for a certainty if their relatives
and families were safe. But they carried out their orders under the

British Officers without question. This point has been fully brought
out in the High Commissioner’s report of the operations.)
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(. 1t was proposed to form a Yezicli Squadron, which was to form
part eventually of the ist Cavalry Regiment. The officers, who were
to be specially enlisted, were to be either Assyrians or Yezidis, but
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not Moslems, for religious reasons. This scheme did not work, as the
Yezidis proved far too difficult to train, and not very amenable to
discipline; but they were good with animals. A number of them went
finally to the ist Line Transport of the 4th Battalion, and here gave
some trouble, when out on the march. They were all discharged when
the 4th Battalion was disbanded.)
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(1t was found after some experience, that as a rule the Chaldeans did
not make good soldiers, and they were gradually discharged.)
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THE IRAQ LEVIES

1915-1932

BY
Brigadier J. Gilbert Browne

C.M.G..C.B.E.,D.S.0O.
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