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e Teaching Thinking, by Robert Fisher (2008), has
both theoretical brief for introducing philosophy into
elementary schools and a lot of practical advice.

e David Kennedy’s The Well of Being: Childhood,
Subjectivity, and Education (2006) is a theoretical brief
for doing philosophy with children.

e Matthew Lipman has written many books both for
and about doing philosophy with children. His most
comprehensive statement is Thinking in Education
(2003).

e Gareth Matthews has written three books about
philosophy for children. All of them are useful.
Philosophy and the Young Child (1980) explores the
ability of young children to discuss philosophical
ideas. Dialogues with Children (1984) is a record of a
number of conversations that Matthews had with
children at St. Mary’s Music School in Edinburgh,
Scotland. It vividly demonstrates children’s ability to
discuss philosophy. The Philosophy of Childhood (1994)
is a more theoretical work that examines many of our
unfounded assumptions about children.

e My students love Thomas Cathcart and Daniel Klein
(2007), Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar . . . :
Understanding Philosophy through Jokes. You should
realize that although this book presents different
philosophical positions on a range of issues in a witty
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and entertaining manner, it does not explain the nature
of philosophical reasoning.

e A longer but more satisfying introduction to
philosophy is Looking at Philosophy: The Unbearable
Heaviness of Philosophy Made Light by Donald Palmer
(1994).

e A very good, short introductory text is Thomas
Nagel’s What Does It All Mean? (1987).

e The online Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
(plato.stanford.edu) has in-depth articles on most
philosophical topics. It is a refereed online resource, so
it is trustworthy. However, the articles are often quite
difficult because they are addressed to professional
philosophers.

e There is a radio show run by two professional
philosophers from Stanford called Philosophy Talk.
They interview guests on a wide range of philosophical
issues. Their website allows you to listen to any of their
previous programs: www.philosophytalk.org. My
students have found this a good way to begin their
introduction to various areas of philosophy.

e A novel that is also a very popular introduction to
the history of philosophy is Jostein Gaarder’s Sophie’s
World (1991).

e The Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for
Childre (IAPC): cehs.montclair.edu/academic/iapc/
This is the place where it all began. Founded in 1974 by
Matthew Lipman, the IAPC focuses on teacher trainings
as well as coordinating philosophy for children
worldwide.
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e The International Council for Philosophical Inquiry
with Children (ICPIC): www.icpic.org ICPIC aims to
strengthen communications among those in different
parts of the world who are engaged in philosophical
inquiry with children. The website includes links to
many other sites.

e Northwest Center for Philosophy for Children:
philosophyfor children.org There are a variety of
resources on this site that are useful in developing
philosophy lessons. The center also offers a variety of
different activities for those interested in teaching
philosophy to young people.

e UK Society for the Advancement of Philosophical
Enquiry and Reflection in Education: sapere.org.uk
This site has a guide to philosophy for children’s
activities in the United Kingdom.

e Philosophy for Children—New Zealand: p4c.org.nz/
This website has a guide for introducing philosophy
into the curriculum with focus on New Zealand and
includes a listing of events and trainings.

e Philosophy for Kids: University of Massachusetts:
www.philosophy forkids.com This website is focused
on allowing children to do philosophy by finishing or
beginning stories that are philosophically interesting.

. Wondering Aloud:
philosophyforchildren.blogspot.com/ This is a blog
focusing on philosophy for children developed by Janet
Mohr Lone, director of the Northwest Center for
Philosophy for Children.

e Kids Philosophy Slam: www.philosophyslam.org
This site presents contests on specific areas that
children can enter to test their philosophical skills.
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e VisioNaivity (Denmark): homelZ2.inet.tele.dk/fil
This website is a hub of Philosophy for Children
resources, including information on different
philosophers and philosophical stories.

e Philosopher’s Island: Middleton Cheney Primary
School:
www.portables2.ngfl.gov.uk/pmpercival /philosophy
This site allows you to enter a narrative in which you
have to develop your own philosophical responses to
the situation depicted.

e Philosophy & The Enquiring Child: www.creative-
corner.co.uk/
schools/tuckswood/Philosophy/index.html This site is
one school’s attempt to provide a broad array of
philosophical activities available for young children.

ePhilosophybyTopic:
users.ox.ac.uk/~worc0337/phil_topics .html#children
This Web page contains a list of resources grouped by
region; it is part of a larger site.
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