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Syria/Turkey: Landmines

Kill Civilians Fleeing Kobani
Turkey Should Clear Minefields, Relocate Refugees

December 2, 2014
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“Selma,” pictured here, and her daughter, were injured in a border

29>

minefield. “Selma’’s leg was amputated as a result of the injury. © 2014

Sarkis Balkhian/Human Rights Watch.
3

Landmines placed decades ago by the Turkish
military have killed at least three civilians trying to
flee Syria and injured at least nine others, Human
Rights Watch said today. The landmines, in a
restricted zone along the border with Syria, threaten
thousands more Syrian refugees.

To prevent further casualties and  protect
civilians, Turkey should undertake immediate efforts
to safely relocate over 2,000 Syrian refugees remaining
in the minefield and educate the refugees about the
risk posed by the landmines, Human Rights Watch
said. Turkey should clear all mined areas on its
territory, starting with areas of its border with Syria
where refugees may cross and mine clearance
personnel can operate safely.

“To fall victim to a landmine after losing your home
and fleeing your country is a fate no one should have
to endure,” said Steve Goose, arms director at Human
Rights Watch and chair of the International Campaign
to Ban Landmines, a 1997 Nobel Peace Laureate.
“Turkey has the capacity to clear its minefields and
should clear them immediately.”

Fighting began around the Syrian border town of
Kobani (or Ain al-"Arab in Arabic) between Kurdish
forces and the extremist militant group Islamic State
(also known as ISIS) in September 2014. Since then,
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thousands of Syrians have fled across the border into
Turkey through a narrow strip of mined land just
inside Turkey northwest and northeast of Kobani.

Satellite imagery recorded as far back as 1968 shows
this strip of land is part of an extensive belt of
minefields that the Turkish military laid along its
border with Syria in the 1950s. Turkey reported that
between 1957 and 1998, Turkish forces laid 615,419
antipersonnel mines along the Syrian border “to
prevent illegal border crossings.”

The majority of the civilians fleeing Kobani have
crossed into Turkey and been accommodated in
nearby refugee camps. However, according to
humanitarian workers, and apparent in recent satellite
imagery, over 2,000 civilians remained as of
November 18 in a section of the mine belt referred to
as the Tel Shair corridor northwest of Kobani where
they are at risk from landmines. They remain in the
mine belt just inside Turkey because Turkey was
refusing entry for cars or livestock and they did not
want to leave behind their belongings. Human Rights
Watch has also found evidence in satellite imagery
recorded on November 14 that potentially hundreds
more Syrian refugees remain in the mine belt near the
Turkish villages of Mertismail and Canakcy, less than 9
kilometers east of Kobani.

Turkey joined the Mine Ban Treaty in 2003, and as a
state party had the legal obligation to perimeter-mark,
monitor, and fence all mined areas as soon as possible
“to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians.” It also
had an initial treaty deadline of March 2014 to clear all
mines, but received an extension until March 2022.

“Like  other mine-contaminated areas, border
minefields are not safe for civilians and should be
cleared immediately to avoid further harm,” Goose
said.

The Landmine Incidents

All of the incidents documented by Human Rights
Watch occurred within the Tel Shair corridor, which
runs along the Turkish side of the border immediately
northwest of Kobani. Measuring between 300 and 400
meters in width, the corridor extends to the east,
following a disused railway that physically marks the
border between Turkey and Syria. To the north, the
corridor is bounded by a barbed-wire fence that
restricts further movement into Turkey.

The Tel Shair corridor area had at least 70 mine

explosions between September 15 and November 15,

according to humanitarian workers who spoke to

Human Rights Watch. They also told Human Rights

Watch that civilians died or were injured in at least six

of these explosions, including one 10-year-old boy
6



who was killed and seven other children who were
wounded. In the other incidents, the mines wete
detonated by livestock, they said.

On November 7, a humanitarian worker told Human
Rights Watch that a landmine explodes in Tel Shair
every two to three days, caused by fleeing civilians or
their livestock. He said refugees fleeing through the
area have brought at least six undetonated landmines
that they have cleared themselves to Turkish soldiers.

The injuries and deaths occurred when the victims
were on foot, indicating that they stepped on
antipersonnel mines. Some cars passing through the
mined corridor have also been damaged, but no
injuries have been reported as a result.

Human Rights Watch analyzed a detailed time series
of satellite images recorded along the border, and
identified a total of five large concentrations of
civilians within the minefield belt to the northwest and
northeast of Kobani. The satellite imagery confirms
the presence of thousands of vehicles, as well as
livestock, in the minefield as of November 13, the last
available image date.

Satellite Analysis of Syrian Refugees in Turkish Minefields along the Border near Kobani
(Ain al-'Arab)

nefields northwest and northeast of the Syrian city of Kobani (Ain al-'Arab), including
r 13, the last a m

Mirsitpinar Village
8N )

Official Border
N)

Two humanitarian workers in Turkey at the border
told Human Rights Watch that many civilians fleeing
the conflict in September and October crossed the
border near Kobani with their cars and livestock, and
remained within the Tel Shair corridor because Turkey
was refusing entry for cars or livestock and the
civilians did not want to leave their belongings. Some
of the animals — cows and sheep — entered the
unmarked minefields and detonated mines, they said,
based on conversations with refugees who had crossed
into Turkey.

Photographs provided to Human Rights Watch by
humanitarian workers show what appears to be a US
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M2 bounding antipersonnel mine that was allegedly
removed from the Turkish minefields north of
Kobani. According to Turkey’s annual transparency
reports, which are required by Article 7 of the Mine
Ban Treaty, Turkey had in the past stockpiled large
quantities of the M2.

Human Rights Watch has also identified clear
evidence from the satellite imagery that the largest
civilian concentration in the Tel Shair corridor was hit
by multiple mortar shells between November 7 and 9,
and again between November 9 and 13.

Satellite Image of Syrian Refugees in the Tel Shair Corridor (minefield),
November 13, 2014 (Refugee Site 1)

An estimated 2,000 Syrian refugees are concentrated in the m

One of the humanitarian aid workers at the border
told Human Rights Watch by phone that on
November 8 at around 8 a.m., ISIS fighters launched
approximately five mortars on the area where civilians
were gathered. An activist in Kobani who spoke to
Human Rights Watch also visited the border and
confirmed the November 8 attack. The attack killed at
least three people, including one child, and injured at
least 15 others, they said.

A Landmine Victim’s Account

Human Rights Watch interviewed one Syrian Kurdish
woman who stepped on a mine after she entered
Turkey, badly wounding herself and her 7-year-old
daughter. She said she did not see any signs warning
that there were landmines in the area.

The woman, “Selma,” 35, a farmer and mother of six
from the wvillage of Zakariah, approximately 35
kilometers west of Kobani/Ayn al-Arab, said that she
and her family fled their village after ISIS fighters
attacked the area on September 16 and 17. The family
escaped to the hills in the east, where they remained
for three days until learning that ISIS forces had
destroyed their homes, she said. After that, the family
went to Kobani and joined a large number of people
who were moving toward the Turkish border.
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Selma said her family left their car and walked toward
the border. They passed over the railway track into the
Tel Shair corridor and were approaching the outter
perimeter fence when she stepped on a landmine:

I was carrying my 1-year-old son, while my 7-year-old
daughter was holding onto my dress. I stepped on a
landmine and it exploded. My son fell to the ground,
while my daughter suffered first degree burns on her
face.

Selma estimated that after about 15 minutes four
humanitarian workers came to assist her. They
wrapped her leg in a bandage and carried her to a taxi
bound for the State Hospital in Surug, Turkey, a 30
minute drive away. At the hospital, doctors amputated
her left leg, she told Human Rights Watch.

The Recent Landmine Deaths and Injuries

The following are the six incidents in which refugees
were injured or killed by landmines while crossing in
the west Kobani Tel Shair corridor, based on records
reviewed by Human Rights Watch, including photos
collected from humanitarian workers. All victims were
on foot.

« On September 19 or 20, “Selma,” 35, and her
daughter, 7, were injured in the border
minefield;
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« On September 21, two brothers, ages 10 and 11,
were wounded in the border minefield;

« On September 24, a 10-year-old boy from the
village of Khanik was killed in the border
minefield. Two boys from the same village, ages
12 and 13, were wounded, with severe facial
injuries;

« On September 24, two males between 15 and 20
years old were killed in the border minefield —
both decapitated in the explosion;

« On September 24, a male between the ages of 15
and 20 from the town of Shiran was severely
wounded in a mine explosion in the border
corridor; and

« On September 24, a 5-year-old girl from Meedan
Village and her 6-year-old brother were injured
in the border minefield.

Humanitarian workers told Human Rights Watch an
additional nine people were injured in these six
explosions but did not provide any details about the
victims, and Human Rights Watch could not
independently confirm the additional injuries.

Turkey’s Landmine History; Syria’s Landmine
Use

Turkey acceded to the Mine Ban Treaty in September
2003, becoming a State Party on March 1, 2004. A
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former landmine producer, Turkey is not known to
have exported antipersonnel mines, but it imported
the weapons from Germany and the United States.

In June 2011, Turkey completed the destruction of its
2.9 million stockpiled antipersonnel mines, long after
its treaty-mandated deadline of March 1, 2008. It has
been criticized for retaining a high number of
antipersonnel mines — more than 15,000 — for the
purpose of training in mine detection, clearance, and
destruction techniques.

Under the Mine Ban Treaty, Turkey is required to
destroy all antipersonnel mines in mined areas under
its jurisdiction or control as soon as possible. In
December 2013, Mine Ban Treaty states granted
Turkey an extension of its mine clearance deadline
until March 1, 2022 after Turkey acknowledged it
would fail to meet the original deadline of March 1,
2014.

According to LLandmine Monitor, a civil society based
initiative that documents the humanitarian and
developmental consequences of landmine use and the
implementation of the treaty that bans antipersonnel
mines, a 2009 Turkish law approved demining of
minefields along the country’s 911 kilometer border
with Syria and gave Turkey’s National Defense
Ministry the lead role and responsibility for the

13

demining process. In July 2013, the ministry cancelled
demining tenders for clearing the border because of
developments in Syria. It has provided no further
information on its clearance plans for the southern
border with Syria. Human Rights Watch has
participated in the Landmine Monitor since its
inception in 1999.

Human Rights Watch has previously documented the
Syrian government’s use of landmines on its border in
other areas. There were numerous media reports of
new Syrian government mine-laying on the country’s
borders with Lebanon and Turkey in late 2011 and
early 2012. A Syrian government official told the
Associated Press in November 2011 that “Syria has
undertaken many measures to control the borders,
including planting mines.” In March 2012, Human
Rights Watch reported the use of Soviet/Russian-
origin PMN-2 antipersonnel mines and TMN-46
antivehicle mines by Syrian forces in border areas near
Turkey. Syria has not joined the Mine Ban Treaty.

The Mine Ban Treaty comprehensively prohibits
antipersonnel mines and requires the clearance of all
mined areas on territory under the jurisdiction or
control within 10 years. A total of 162 countries have
joined the Mine Ban Treaty, including Iraq and Jordan,
but not Israel or Lebanon.

14



15 16



Source:
Official website - Human Rights Watch -
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Bagska Yere Yerlestirilmeli

Aralik 2, 2014

.......

.
-
-----

. - - i ® N Q\ L a—= 2 S ﬁs\ &
Fotografta gorillen “Selma” ve kizi, smirdaki mayinli arazide
yaralandi. Aldig1 vara viziinden “Selma”nin bacagi kesildi. ©2014

Insan Haklar1 izleme Orgiitii.
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Insan Haklar1 1zleme Orgiitii (Human Rights
Watch) bugiin yaptigr agiklamada, Turkiye ordusunun
on yillar 6nce yerlestirdigi kara mayinlarinin Suriye'den
kacan sivillerden en az Uc¢inun Olumune, en az
dokuzunun da yaralanmasina sebep oldugunu bildirdi.
Suriye smirindaki yasak bolgede bulunan kara
mayinlart binlerce Suriyeli multecinin hayatini tehdit
etmeyi sturduriyor.

Insan Haklart Izleme Orgiitii, daha fazla kaybin
yasanmamast ve sivillerin korunmast icin  Turkiye'nin
halen mayinlt arazide bulunan 2,000'den fazla milteciyi
acilen giivenli bir bicimde baska bolgelere yerlestirmesi
ve miltecileri kara mayinlarinin tehlikeleri hakkinda
egitmesi gerektigini acikladi. Turkiye, Suriye sinirinda,
multecilerin ge¢mek icin kullanabilecegi ve mayin
temizleme  personelinin  emniyetli  bir  sekilde
calisabilecegi alanlardan baslayarak bu bélgedeki tim
mayinl arazileri temizlemelidir.

Insan Haklart Izleme Orgiitii Silahlar Bolimii
Direktorii ve 1997 Nobel Baris Odiilii sahibi Kara
Maynlarinin Yasaklanmast icin Uluslararast
Kampanya'nin baskani Steve Goose “Evini  barkini
kaybedip tlkesinden kagmak zorunda kalan insanlar,
kara mayinlarina kurban olma kaderiyle karst karsiya
birakilamaz. Turkiye’nin kara maymnlarini temizleme
kapasitesi vardir ve bunlart derhal temizlemelidir”

dedi.
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Suriye smirindaki Kobani'de (Arapcast Ayn el-Arab)
Kiirt giicleriyle Islam Devleti (ya da ISID) adlt radikal
militan grup arasindaki catigmalar Eylal 2014'te
basladi. O zamandan bu yana binlerce Suriyeli,
Kobani’nin kuzey bati ve kuzey dogusundaki, Turkiye
sintrlarinin hemen icinde bulunan dar bir mayinl arazi
seridinden gecerek Tturkiye'ye kactyor.

1968'e kadar uzanan uydu goruntilerine gére bu arazi
seridi, 1950'lerde Tiurkiye'nin Suriye ile olan sinir
boyunca ordu tarafindan désenen genis bir kara mayini
kusaginin  bir bolimiind olusturuyor. Turkiye'nin
verdigi bilgiye gore 1957-1998 yillart arasinda Turkiye
gucleri, “yasadist gecisleri 6nlemek i¢in” Suriye sinirina
615,419 antipersonel mayin désedi.

Kobani'den kacan sivillerin c¢ogunlugu Turkiye'ye
gecerek, sinira yakin alanda kurulan miulteci kamplarina
yetlestiriliyor. Ancak insani yardim calisanlarinin
ifadelerine gore ve yakin zamanda alinmis uydu
goruntilerinde gortldigh tzere, 18 Kasim itibariyle
2,000'den fazla sivil hala Kobani'nin kuzey batisindaki
Tel Sair koridoru olarak anian bolgede, kara
mayinlarinin tehdidi altinda bulunuyor. S6z konusu
sivillerin, hemen Tiurkiye smnirt igindeki bu mayinl
bolgede kalmalarinin sebebi ise, Turkiye'nin sinirdan
araba ve canlt hayvan gecisine izin vermemesine karsin
mallarini geride birakmak istememeleri. Insan Haklart
Izleme Orgiitii, 14 Kasim tarihli uydu gériintiilerinde
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Kobani'nin 9 km dogusunda, Turkiye'nin Mertismail
ve Canaket koyleri yakinindaki mayinl siur seridinde
muhtemelen daha ylzlerce Suriyeli'nin  oldugunu
gosteren verilere de ulasti.

Turkiye, Mayin Yasagt Sozlesmesi'ne 2003 tarihinde
katildi ve s6zlesmenin tarafi olarak “sivillerin etkili bir
bicimde disarida tutulmasini garanti altina almak icin”
mayinlt arazilerin  ¢evrelerini en kisa zamanda
isaretleme, denetleme ve citle c¢evirme yasal
yukumlaligini ustlendi. Ayrica bitin maymnlar
temizlemek icin Mart 2014'e kadar kendisine taninan
stre, Mart 2022’ye kadar uzatildu.

Goose “Diger butin maymlt araziler gibi, smnirdaki
mayin tarlalari da siviller i¢cin giivenli bolgeler degildir
ve daha fazla zarart Onlemek icin bu alanlar derhal
temizlenmelidir” dedi.

Kara Mayin1 Vakalari

Insan Haklari Izleme Orgiitii'niin kaydettigi biitiin
vakalar Kobani'nin hemen kuzey batisinda, sinirin
Turkiye tarafindaki Tel Sair koridorunda meydana
geldi. 300-400 metre genisligindeki koridor saga dogru
Turkiye-Suriye sinirint belitleyen atil durumdaki tren
yolu boyunca ilerliyor. Koridorun kuzey siniri ise
Tirkiye'ye gecisi 6nleyen dikenli telle ¢evrili.
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Insan Haklart Izleme Orgiiti'niin goriistiigii insani
yardim calisanlarina gore 15 Eyldl - 15 Kasim tarihleri
arasinda, Tel Sair koridorunda en az 70 maymn
patlamast vakast yasandi. Yardim c¢alisanlart ayrica, bu
patlamalarin en az altisinda sivillerin oldigini veya
yaralandigini kaydettiler. Patlamalarda Olenler arasinda
10 yasinda bir ¢ocugun da oldugunu, ayrica yedi
cocugun yaralandigini ifade eden insani yardim
calisanlart geriye kalan vakalarda ise mayinlarin canli
hayvanlar yuziinden patladigini séylediler.

7 Kasim'da Insan Haklari izleme Orgiitii'yle goriisen
bir insani yardim calisani, bolgede her iki ti¢ giinde bir,
kacan sivillerin veya beraberlerinde getirdikleri
hayvanlarin basmast sonucunda mayin patlamalari
yasandigint soyledi. Bilgi veren insani yardim calisani
ayrica, ulkelerinden kagmak icin bu bolgeyi kullanan
multecilerin, yanlarinda mayinli bélgeden toplayarak
getirdigi en az altt adet patlamamis mayini Turk
askerlerine teslim ettiklerini kaydetti.

Yaralanma ve Olimlerin kurbanlar yaya olarak
ilerlerken  gerceklesmesi, antipersonel mayinlarin
Ustline bastiklarini  g6steriyor.  Mayinli  bolgeden
gecerken bazi araclarin da zarar gérmesine ragmen bu
vakalarda herhangi bir yaralanma oldugu bilgisi
gecilmedi.
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Insan Haklar1 Izleme Orgiitii, sinir boyunca stk
araliklarla kaydedilmis uydu goruntilerinin detaylt bir
analizini yaptt ve Kobani'nin kuzey bati ve kuzey
dogusuna dogru uzayan mayin tarlast boyunca toplam
bes buytik sivil toplulugun varligini tespit etti. En son
13 Kasim tarihinde kaydedilen uydu goruntilerine
gore, mayinl arazide binlerce aracin yani sira ciftlik
hayvanlart da bulunuyor.

Satellite Analysis of Syrian Refugees in Turkish Minefields along the Border near Kobani
(Ain al-"Arab)
Five concentrations of Syrian refugees lie within Turkish minefields northwest and northeast of the Syrian city of Kobani (Ain al-'Arab), including

thousands of private vehicles and livestock, as of November 13, the last avail llite image date.

r corridor Refugee Site 2 - East of Mirsitpinar Village ~ Refugee Site 3 - next to Alanyurt vilage  Refugee Site 4 Ganakg village
J46°N) E 36°54'13.448°N) (38" 6°53'49.286°N) (38°26 975"N)

Evidence of mortar impact craters (red circles) in Official Border e east of Mertismail village
o

the corridor fall within areas occupied by
refugees. Mortar shells fired between November
7-9 and November 9-13.

Crossing point (38 53'1.445'N)

Turkiye'de sinirda calisan iki insani yardim calisant
Insan Haklar1 Izleme Orgiiti'ne, Eylil ve Ekim
aylarinda catismadan kacan sivillerin arabalart ve
hayvanlariyla Kobani yakinlarindaki sinir1 gectiklerini
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ve Turkiye'nin araba ve hayvanlarin gecisine izin
vermemest ve kendilerinin de mallarint birakmak
istememesi sebebiyle Tel Sair koridorunda kaldiklarini
anlatt. Insani yardim calsanlar;, s gecerek
Turkiye'ye giris yapan miltecilerle konusmalarina
dayanarak bazi hayvanlarin -inekler ve koyunlar-
isaretlenmemis araziye girerek mayinlart patlattiklarini
kaydettiler.

Insani yardim calisanlarinin Insan Haklari Izleme
Orgiitii'ne verdigi fotograflarda, Kobani’nin
kuzeyindeki bolgede, Turkiye’nin mayinl arazilerinde
bulundugu iddia edilen Amerikan mali M2 tipi si¢rayan
maymn  oldugu anlasilan bir mayin  goruliyor.
Turkiye'nin Mayin Yasagi Sozlesmesi’'nin 7. Maddesi
uyarinca hazirlamakla yikimli oldugu yillik seffaflik
raporuna gore, Turkiye gecmiste buylik miktarlarda
M2 stoklamisti.

Insan Haklart Izleme Orgiitii, uydu gériintiilerindeki
net bulgulara dayanarak Tel Sair koridorundaki en
buytik sivil kalabaligin 7-9 Kasim ve 9-13 Kasim tarih
araliklarinda bir¢ok kez havan mermisiyle vuruldugunu
da tespit etti.
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Satellite Image of Syrian Refugees in the Tel Shair Corridor (minefield),
November 13, 2014 (Refugee Site 1)

An estimated 2,000 Syrian refugees are concentrated in the minefield.

Informal border crossing points leading into
the Tel Shair corridor minefield established
after September 10.

Insan Haklari Izleme Orgiitii'niin telefonla goristiigi,
sinirda gérev yapan bir insani yardim ¢alisani, 8 Kasim
giinii saat sabah 8.00 sularinda ISID savascilarinin
sivillerin ~ toplandigt  bolgeye yaklastk bes havan
mermisi attigin1  bildirdi. Insan Haklar1 Izleme
Orgiitii'ntin  goriistiigti Kobanili bir aktivist de sinirt
ziyaret ettikten sonra 8 Kasim saldirisini dogruladi. Bu
aktiviste siirda soylendigine gore saldirida biri ¢ocuk
en az Ug kisi 6ldu ve en az 15 kisi de yaralandu.
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Bir Kara Mayin1 Kurbaninin Anlattiklari

Insan Haklar1 Izleme Orgiitii, Tirkiye'ye girdikten
sonra mayina basarak 7 yasindaki kiziyla birlikte agir
bir sekilde yaralanan Suriyeli Kiirt bir kadinla goristu.
Yarali kadin, bolgede kara mayinlart olduguna dair
herhangi bir uyart isareti g6rmedigini séyledi.

Kobani/Ayn el-Arab'in yaklastk 35 km batisindaki
Zakatiya koyiinden olan 35 yasindaki “Selma” ISID
savascilarinin 16-17 Eylil'de duzenledikleri saldirinin
ardindan ailesiyle birlikte koylerinden kactiklarini
anlatt1. Selma, ailenin dogudaki tepelere dogru kagtigini
ve burada iic giin kaldiktan sonra evlerinin ISID
tarafindan yakildigini 6grendiklerini séyledi. Bundan
sonra aile Kobani'ye giderek Tirkiye smirina dogru
ilerleyen kalabalik bir gruba katilmus.

Selma arabayt birakmak zorunda kalan ailenin, sinira
yuridugint anlattt. Mayina, tren raylarini agip Tel Sair
koridoruna girdikten sonra ve dis ¢evre citlerine dogru
yaklastiklari sirada bastigini séyleyen Selma sunlar
anlattu:

1 yasindaki oglumu kucagimda tastyordum; 7 yasindaki
kizzim da elbiseme tutunmustu. Bir maymna bastim ve
patladi. Oglum yere disti, kizzimin ise yiiztinde birinci
derece yaniklar olustu.
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Selma tahminen 15 dakika sonra dort insani yardim
calisaninin  yardima geldigini séyledi.  Bacaginin
bandajlanarak bir taksiye bindirildigini ve arabayla 30
dakika mesafedeki Suru¢ Devlet Hastanesi'ne
ootiriildigiini anlatan Selma, Insan Haklart Izleme
Orgiitii'ne hastanede doktorlarin sol bacagini kestigini
sOyledi.

Son Zamanlarda Yagsanan Kara Mayimnindan
Kaynakli Oliim ve Yaralanmalar

Asagidaki alt1 vaka, Insan Haklar Izleme Orgiitii'niin
inceledigi raporlara ve insani yardim ¢alisanlarindan
edindigi fotograflara dayanarak belgeledigi,
miltecilerin batt Kobani'deki Tel Sair koridorunu
gecerken kara mayimnlan tarafindan oldirildigu veya
yaralandig1 olaylardir. Kaydedilen vakalardaki bitin
kurbanlar yaya olarak yolculuk etmekteydiler.

« 19 veya 20 Eylul’de, 35 yasindaki “Selma” ve 7
yasindaki  kizi, sinirdaki  mayin  tarlasinda
yaralandt.

« 21 Eylil’'de, 10 ve 11 yasinda iki erkek kardes,
sinirdaki mayinlt arazide yaralandu.

« 24 Eylil gtunit, Hanik koytunden 10 yasindaki bir
oglan c¢ocugu, sinirdaki mayinl arazide oldi.
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Aynt koyden 12 ve 13 yasindaki diger iki oglan
gocugu ise yuzlerinden agir yaralandu.

« 24 Eylil'de, 15-20 vyaslarindaki iki erkek,
sinirdaki mayin tarlasinda 6ldi — patlamada her
ikisinin de baslari koptu.

« 24 Eylul'de, 15-20 yaslarindaki Siranlt bir erkek,
sinir  koridorunda meydana gelen bir maymn
patlamasinda agir yaralandi.

« 24 Eylil'de, Meedan koytunden 5 yasindaki bir
kiz ¢ocugu ve 6 yasindaki abisi, stnirdaki mayinlt
arazide yaraland.

Insani yardim calisanlart Insan Haklar Izleme
Orgiiti’ne, altt baska patlamada dokuz kisinin daha
yaralandigini soyledilerse de kurbanlarla ilgili herhangi
bir bilgiye ulasilamadi. Insan Haklari Izleme Orgiitii de
sozii edilen bu patlamalart bagimsiz kanallardan
dogrulayamadi.
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Tiurkiye'nin Kara mayinlar1 Tarihgesi; Suriye'nin
Kara Mayin1 Kullanmasi

Turkiye, Maymn Yasagt Sozlesmesi'ne Eylil 2003'de
katildi ve 1 Mart 2004'te Taraf Devlet oldu. Eski bir
kara maymni dreticisi olan Turkiye'nin antipersonel
mayin ihra¢ ettigine dair bir bilgi olmasa da, Almanya
ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nden bu silahlart ithal
ettigi biliniyor.

Turkiye, stoklarinda bulunan 2,9 milyon antipersonel
mayinin  imha  islemlerini,  sézlesme  uyarinca
tamamlamast gereken 1 Mart 2008'den ¢ok sonra,
Haziran 2011’de tamamladi. Mayin arama, temizleme
ve imha teknikleri konusunda egitim amactyla cok
sayida — 15,000'den fazla — antipersonel mayin elinde
tuttugu icin elestiriliyor.

Mayin Yasagt Sozlesmesi uyarinca Turkiye, yetki alant
veya kontroli altindaki mayimnli bolgelerde bulunan
tim antipersonel maymnlari imha etmekle yukimlu.
Aralik 2013'te Mayin Yasagt Szlesmesi'ne taraf tilkeler
Turkiye'nin, uymast gereken ilk siire olan 1 Mart
2014'e kadar yikimluligini yerine getiremeyecegini
kabul etmesi tizerine, mayinlari temizlemesti i¢in 1 Mart
2022 tarihine kadar uzatma verdiler.

Kara mayinlarinin  kullanilmasinin  insani boyutunu,

kalkinmaya olan sonuglarini ve antipersonel mayinlari

yasaklayan sozlesmenin uygulanmasina dair streci
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belgeleyen bir sivil toplum girisimi olan Landmine
Monitor'e (Kara Mayinlart 1zleme) gére, Tiirkiye 2009
tarihli bir yasayla tlkenin 911 km uzunlugundaki
Suriye  sinirt boyundaki  arazinin = mayindan
arindirilmasint onaylad: ve bu islemin sorumlulugunu
ve liderligini de Milli Savunma Bakanligi'na verdi.
Sinirin mayinsizlastirilmast icin agilan mayin temizleme
ihalesi Temmuz 2013'te  bakanlik  tarafindan,
Suriye'deki gelismeler gerekce gosterilerek iptal edildi.
Bakanlik Suriye'yle olan giiney sinirinin mayimndan
arindirilmastyla ilgili planlar hakkinda baska bir
actklama da yapmadi. Insan Haklar Izleme Orgiiti,
kuruldugu 1999 yilindan bu yana Landmine
Monitor'un pargasidur.

Insan Haklart Izleme Orgiitii daha 6nce Suriye
hikimetinin de baska bolgelerdeki sinirlarinda kara
maytnt kullandigint belgeledi. 2011 yilinin sonlarinda
ve 2012 wyili baglarinda, basinda yeni Suriye
hiktumetinin tlkenin Turkiye ve Lubnan simurlarina
mayin dosedigine dair ¢ok sayida haber ¢ikti. Bir Suriye
hiktimet yetkilisinin Kasim 2011'de Associated Press'e
yaptgt actklamaya gore “Suriye sinirlart kontrol etmek
icin mayin doéseme dahil bircok tedbir almaktaydi.”
Mart 2012’de, Insan Haklari Izleme Orgiitii, Suriye
glclerinin ~ Turkiye'ye yakin  sinir  bolgelerinde
Sovyet/Rus yapimi PMN-2 antipersonel mayinlar ve
TMN-46 anti-tank mayinlar kullandigint bildirmisti.
Suriye Mayin Yasagi Sézlesmesi'ne hentiz katilmad:.
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Mayin  Yasagt Sozlesmesi antipersonel mayinlarin
kullanilmasini ayrintili bicimde yasakliyor ve taraf
devletin yetki alani veya kontroli altindaki tim mayinl
bolgeleri 10 yil icinde temizlemesini sart kosuyor.
Mayin Yasagt Sozlesmesi'ne Irak ve Urdiin dahil
toplam 162 iilke katdmistir. Israil ve Liibnan
sozlesmeye taraf degil.

Kaynak:
Resmi web sitesi -insan Haklar1 izleme Orgiitli (Human
Rights Watch)
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