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ASIA PACIFIC

Turks Are Held in Plot to Help Uighurs Leave China

By EDWARD WONG  JAN. 14, 2015

BEIJING — The police in Shanghai have arrested 10 Turkish citizens and
two Chinese citizens and accused them of providing altered Turkish
passports to terrorist suspects from the western region of Xinjiang, a
state-run newspaper reported on Wednesday.

The people trying to use the passports — nine ethnic Uighurs trying to leave
China illegally through a Shanghai airport — are also under arrest,
according to the newspaper, Global Times.

All of the suspects were detained in November and formally charged
recently, the report said. It added that the nine Uighurs were planning to go
to Afghanistan, Pakistan and Syria after leaving China. Audio and video
materials with content related to terrorism were found on those trying to
leave, the report said.
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