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@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@Ô@µïmí�ÙÜa@ó�ÙÝ¿@†a‹�Øa@b�éïÐ@”ï�Éî@çbØ@�Üa@óïÐa‹Í§a@óÕWå¾a@@@ó�ÉiŠa@Þ�j
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This study is an attempt to follow up the beginnings and 

the features of Kurdish feeling of their national identity, 

and the Kurdish efforts to prove that identity through 

formation of a Kurdish state. The study clarifies also the 

factors which delayed the grow of Kurdish national 

feelings, especially the role of the states that dominated 

and divided Kurdistan between them until out break of 

world war I in 1914.   
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The beginnings of Kurdish National 

Consciousness 

in Modern History 
 

 
   The Kurds lived in their country i.e. Kurdistan, since 

ancient times. They were a ware of their existence as a 

community linked by the unity of land, origin, language 

and tradition .But the national feeling and its 

requirements did not emerge between them until the 19
th
 

century. 

   The beginning of Kurdish felling of national identity, 

and preaching for it, appeared first between the Kurdish 

poets and writers, later it was spread between the 

Kurdish princes (Emirs), whereas the Kurds, in general, 

were under religious influence. But in spite of that fact, 

the Kurds generally backed the Kurdish national or local 

movements aimed for independence because those 

movements were realizing and dealing with Kurdish 

problems. 

   The Kurds were able to preserve their country, 

language and tradition for centuries. Nevertheless they 

failed in establishing a state or an entity of their own for 

reasons relating to their history and civilization and those 

of neighboring nations and powers. 
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