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The present war in Kurdistan has greatly accelerated a shift 

of power to the urban intelligentsia and away from the feudal 
and tribal upper class. This intelligentsia has been increasingly 
influential over last 25 years. The old social order, on the other 
hand, has been deteriorating in authority since beforethe first 

World War. This deterioration has been caused by the inability 
of the nobility to cope with economic and social changes. 
Especially weakening to the old order been the incrased 
intervention of the representatives of the state in the daily lives 
of both urban und rural kurds. 

Social change has not come in the same way or at the same 
pace throughout kurdistan. In Iraq, where the monarchy did not 
attempt any serious change in kurdistan social organization, a 
nationalist movement has emerged lede by educated kurds 
impatient with the tribal order. In Turkey, where kemal sought 
to root out the conservative religious and social authorities 
among the kurds, kurdish nationalism retains more of its 
connexion with loyality to the old religious and social 
personages. 
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It should here be noted that the kamalists and the 
bolschevist, who were without pale of international law, might 
perhaps justify themselves in resorting to common action 
against those whom they recognized to be their enemies. But 
the stupidity, sorded greed and negligence of the allied and 
Assocciated nations can neither be explained nor excused. 
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For our international< the kurdish problem is most 

important in that should it remain unsettled, this question 
threatens peace in the Near east(...)  the agents of the Third 
internationl are trying to ring the kurdish movement under tgeir 
sway (...) These attempts are quite realistic, as the kurds are 
now feeling deserted by the whole worl. A  demonstration of 
sympathy with the kurds from our side would mean a great 
support to those people in kurdistan who maintain a hostile 
attiude towards the moscow internati@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
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Help us now (...) and we will help you when you need us 
(...) Help us to overthrow kassem and we will make Iraq your 
soundest ally in the Middle East (...) If the United states were 
to set as condition of its aid that the kurds refrain from 
interfering in Turkey and Iran we would be willing to accept. 

We would give our word not to agitate among the kurds of 
Turkey or Iran. 
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;;But, we soon discovered that the Agreement was a mere 
tactical step as far as the Baath were concerned. They needed 
international peace and they hoped for Kurdish supprt in their 
new drive against Iraq's neighbors. They sought to exploit us in 
creating problems for lran, Kuweit, Saudi Arabia and Syria. 
When we refused to be instrumental they initiated the policy of 
arabizing Kurdish Iand, especially areas that are rich in oil-
where 65%of Ilraq's oil is from and holds 70% of Iraq's oil 
reserve. Meanwhile, the peace was used for eliminating their 
political foes in Iraq. Demo-cratic parties were crushed and 
hundreds of their members massacred or Killed under 
torture(...)Then came prepara- tions for a new war against us, 
to be waged after the expirtion of the four years set for the full 
implemention of the Agreement. Baghdad ties with Moscow 

were further strengthened by the signing of a20-Year Friendsip 
Agree- ment, which was reached in early 1972 Sophisticated 
Soviet arms began reaching Iraq in great quantities together 
with military experts and technicians. Soviet influence 
proportio-nately increased in Iraq. The Baath regime soon 
announced the formation of a United Front with the pro-
Moscow communist party of Iraq. Our Kurdistan Democraty 
party was asked to join. Realizing that liberal national parties 
had been barred from joining the Front, we refused to become a 
member to a Front that in our best judgement not represent 
Iraq's interests(...)Peaceful coexisence with the Baathregime 
became impossible. So we turned to our Ame-rican and 
Iriends. We explained to them the situation and the seriousness 
of the consequences – not only to ourselves but also to other 
nations in the region – should the Baath continue their 
policy(...)We also explained that we could not stand alone 
against a regime supporrted by the soviet Union. they fully 
supported our view. We were told that the Kurdish revolution 
will receive support from both the United States and Iran, in 
such a way as to make it possible for Kurds to stand against the 
Iraqi regime in its struggle to achieve true autonomy for the 
Kurds and a democratic government in Iraq this was followed 
by an exchange of delegations among the concerned parties 
and coordination between us and our friends was established.''   @
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In this region the aim of the USSR has been the elemination 
of British influence and the prevention of its replacement by 
the United States, while the Soviets prepared to fill the power 
vacuum thus created.        @
@
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The Soviet Union as a Blac; Sea power and consequently a 
Mediterranean power is exercising its indisputable right to have 
a presence in this region. 
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The Kurdish question interesed us immensely.When 

examining that question in the foreingn section of the (OGPU) 
we discovered that the Kurds occupied territories in four 
different coun-tries: Turkey, Irak, Persia and the USSR. 
Kurdish tribes stretched along between Irak and the Caucasus. 
In the likely event of a collision between Great Britain and 
Russia, the attiude of these tribes will be of capital importance 
to the great belligerents (...) with such a wiew, the Soviet 
Union, as early as 1927, proposed to mak an, independent 
republic of that small  part of Kurdistan which is Soviet 
territory(...) but the Commissariat of foreig Affairs declared 
against the proposals as likely to create tension with Persia and 
Turkey. The following plan therefore was adopted (...) First a 
most careful study should be made of the tribesmen, and the 
good will of their chief men should be won. Then a network of 
agents should be spread over the scattered lands. Such 
perliminary, work done skilfully, it should be possible to 
persuade the Kurds to conclude a secret@

treaty with us engaging them to assist us against our enemie.                                      
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đ So far, the Soviet Union has adopted a neutral stance in the 

gulf war and has ostensibly ceased supplying contracted 
weaponry, spare parts and ammunition to Iraq. However, 
Soviet political warfare, with its long-term pbjectives, never 
ceases, so perhaps soon Soviet SAM7s or even ZSU23-4anti-
aircraft guns may appear in kurdish hands. Much may depend 
upon whether the new administration in the United States 
decides to intervene in any way in the gulf war. It seems that 
both superpowers are waiting to see how a second round of the 
gulf war may evolve betore committing themselves. If either 
one, or both, the kurdish factor will be of great   @@@significance.@
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The decision by President Gamal Abd al-Nasser of Egypt to 

buy arms  from the Soviet – led Eastern bloc in September 
1955 signalld a dramatic shift in the international relations of 
the Arab world which hitherto had been completely dominated 
by the Western powers. This transformation occurred partly 
because of changes in Soviet policy and partly as a result of 
change in the local environment itself. It was after Khrush-
chev's rise to prominence in 1954-5that Soviet policy began to 
take account of the area's strategic and, to a lesser 
extent,economic importance. This coincided with the rise of 
natio-nalist, ,antiimperialst  (and in consequence anti-Western) 
movements in the Arab world, at the helm of which stood 
Nasser's Egypt. 
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By the mid-1960s, after no more than ten years of Soviet 
involve-ment in the Arab world, Moscow's influence had 
extended to the three core Arab states of Egypt, Iraq and Syria, 
and to yemen and Algeria.The two primary pro-West Arab 
states, Jordan and Saudi Arabia, were reeling under the 
pressure of the rising tide of ingenious nationalist anti-Western 
sentiment. During that stage of Soviet activity, Moscow was 
clearly on the ascendancy, and the Western powers were being 
pushed back on the defensive.@
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Kuwait. There is some little ruler sitting there, an Arab of 
course, a Muslim. He is given bribes, he lives the life of the 
rich, but he is trading in the riches of his people. He never had 
any conscience and he won’t ever have any .@
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Many Arabs... are very remote from Communist ideas. In 
Egypt, for instance, many communists are held in prison... Is 
Nasser a communist? Certainly not. But nevertheless, we 

support Nasser. We do not want to turn him into a   communist 
and he does not want to turn us into nationalists.@
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The Arif government proceeded to repair the 

breach. In May president Arif paid a visit to the 
U.A.R., and it resulted in an agreement to establish 
a Joint Presidency Concil which is to work out the 
basis of a union between the two countries@
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đAbout the same time as these decrees were issued the Iraqi 

arab Socialist Union was founded, which is to become the 
countrie’s one political organization. The nationalist parties 
that combined to form it have appealed to all other parties to 
dissolve themselves and join the IASU. The Union’s 
constitution says it must lead the Iraqi people in the struggle 
for a socialist path of development.@
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We(...) welcome the victory of this revolution which put an 
end to the despotic oppressive regime (...) we wish new 
revolutionary Iran success and prosperity, and hope that 
relations of good neighbourliness between the peoples of the 
Soviet Union and Iran will be fruitfully developed on the firm 
basis of mutual respect, goodwill and non-interference in each 
others internal affairs.                                                                         @
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Therefore, naturally, we Soviet people cannot but welcome 
the positive changes for the better in solving the kurdish 
question which, it seems, are beginning to be seen there now. 
Satisfying the just demands of the kurdish people is an 
important task of the Iranian revolution. The faster and the 
more thoroughly it is solved the better for all, both for the 
kurds and for Iran as whole.@
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Bani –Sadr and those groups who supported him(...) were 
oriented towards the United States(...) towards the West, 
towards Europe (...) At the same time (...) Islamic 
fundamentalists (...) on a whole range of issues (...) occupy 
patriotic positions.@
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Some (littoral states) said we should not have American and 

Soviet navies here, and we are against this because it was a 
way to keep only American influence and exclude the Soviets. 
The americans are already here (...) who is endangering the 
security in the Gulf? We don t see any present danger, more 
important is free passage in the Gulf.@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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1 Russia shall annex the region of Erzrum, Trebizond, 

Van and Bidlis, (…). @
2 The region of Kurdistan to the south of the Tigris, 

Jezirah ben Omar, great line of the mountains which 
dominate Amadia and the region of Margawar shall be 
ceded to Russia. 
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There was at one time an idea that Saiyd Taha may be 

used as a figure head Q@
of nominally independent Kurdistan under Russian 
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Moscow believed that Great Britain s policy at the 
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Russia will do all within her power to insure the 

immediate evacuation of the provinces of Eastern 
Anatolia and their lawful return to Turkey. The districts 
of Ardahan, Kars and Batum will likewise and without 
delay be cleared of Russia troops, Russia will not 
interfear in the reorganization of the national and 
international relations of these distrcts, but leave it to the 
population of these districts to carry out this 
reorganization in agreement with the neighbouring 
states, especially Turkey.  @
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jØIWRa‡ÉÕàH@@Êà@çíÕåî@òÑÜa@ÚÝm@À@aíäbØ@‡Ôì@L
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óïiŠìÿa@õíÕÜa@‡š@bïØ‹m@¶g@N@óïÔbÑmfia@À@†‹îZ@@
The government of RSFSRagrees not to recognize any 

international agreement related to Turkey which is not 
recognized by the national government of turkey as present 
represented by the Gran national Assembly. 
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The expression, Turkey in the present Turkey is understood 

to mean the territories in the Turkish national pact on 28th 
January 1920.@
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óå@ßíÝîc@ÀIQYRRZH@@
The Russian government regards the turkish war as a 

struggle of the turkish people for existence and independence, 
as struggle against the treaty of Seves which places the 
sovereign state of Turkey, with its political and economical 
liberties under the dominion of European powers. In this 
struggle Turkey has the whole sympathy of the Russian people.@
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Until the situation in the west has been stabilised and that of 

our industry and transport imoroved a Soviet expedition in the 
east may prove to be no less dangerous than war in the west. 
(...) a potential Soviet revolution in the east is now 
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advantageous for us chiefly as a major item of diplomatic 
barter with England . Hence it follows that: 1. In the East we 
must apply ourselves to political and educative work (political 
courses, party and organization work, military instructors etc.) 
while counseling every possible caution against steps 
calculated or bound to entail military support from us; 2. we 
must continue in every way to emphasize through all available 
channels our readiness to come to an understanding with 
England with regard to the East.@
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The Russians were in de facto control of the area. They 

alone kept the Iranian arme at a safe distance. They alone had 
on countless occasions protessed their sympathy for thr 
kurds.they had given a handful of Kurdish nationalists, Qasi 
Muhammed, the clear impression that the post-war settelment 
in Iran would provide for the realization of the kurdish 
nationalist aspirations.    @
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Soviet policy was at that moment moving away from an all-
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The Soviet authorities did not attempt to promote the 

activities of the Tudeh party in kurdistan, nor did the Soviet 
authorities attempt stir up the class antagonism within the 
kurdish society (...) Soviet policy in kurdistan was one of non-
interference with the tribal structure while emphasizing Russia 
sympathy for the kurdish national aspirations. 
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We did not think that Mullah Mustafa s broadcasts or the 

passage of his emissaries to his brother are much of danger in 
the present circumstances. But if there were a change in the 
international situation then is a good deal of combustible 
material about ready to be set alight.@
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Üa@À@óïàíÕÜa@óî†‹ÙÜaóÜì‡@N@ÚÝnº@ðÈíï“Üa@l¨a@çbØ

@@@@@þÕq@LóàíÙ¨a@À@ëˆíÑä@¶g@óÐbšg@@@@@ó–b‚@bï“ïÝïàì@”ï§a@À@
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@@õ‹‚c@óîèb»@pbáÅåàì@N@@@@@@@ðÈíï“Üa@l¨a@ÞÙ“î@çbØ@a‰éi

@×a‹ÉÜa@À@óïbï@óÔb @õíÔc@òÑÜa@ÚÝm@À@ðÔa‹ÉÜaN@@

@Üa@óÐbz—Üa@ojyŠ@@À@†‹ÙÜa@Ëbšìc@µzni@óïnïÐí

×a‹ÉÜa@N@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@æÈ@bøï’@‹Ø‰m@ðÙÝ¾a@‡éÉÜa@öbåqc@æÙm@@báåïi

@@@@@@@@@pa‡ïÕÉnÜa@ô“¦@oäbØ@béäÿ@b·Š@Lâè†béšgì@†‹ÙÜa@Ëbšìc

zj–c@LóïbàíÝi‡Üa@Þy@†b°g@òŠì‹š@ôÝÈ@‡Øüm@çła@o

Ü@óÈíáª@Øc@ðäbq@çíÝÙ“î@†‹ÙÜa@çcì@LóïàíÕÜa@óÜdáÝ

@@@@@À@×a‹ÉÜa@À@óåïqcÃbj’IQYUYH@@a@ojnØ@@@@óïnïÐíÜa@óÝ

órî‡¨a@óåàŒÿaZ@@
The monarchist constitution, drawn up by British official, 

has been replaced by a provisional one. Imperialist agents were 
forever whipping up enmity between the Arabs and the kurds. 
The latter, constituting the biggest national monority in the 
country (...) were formerly cruelly persecuted and 
discriminated against. The new constitution guarantees them 
full equality. Arabs kurds fraternity has been proclaimed one of 
the republic s guiding priniples.@
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a@@@@óÐbz—Üa@oäbØ@ÞibÕ¾bi@LïÐíÜa@†b¥fia@æà@‡ïîdnÜ

@@@@@@ò‡“i@µïÔa‹ÉÜa@l‹ÉÜa@µïàíÕÜa@‡Õnåm@óïnïÐíÜa@N@@ÊïiŠ@À

@óå@Òï–ìIQYUYH@@@@À@æîŠbïnÜa@µi@pbÐþ©a@oáÔbÑm

×a‹ÉÜa@N@@@@@@@@@@@ÞjÔ@æà@óïiþÕäg@óÜìb«ì@óîíà†@pbéuaíà@oÝ—yì

@@µî‹–båÜa@Ãbj›Üa@æà@óÈíáª@N@çíïÔa‹ÉÜa@çíïÈíï“Üa

aìÙÜ@@@@@@óàíÙy@æÈ@Þ÷aìÿa@çíÉÐa‡¾a@L†‹@@@@@@@LâbÔ@âî‹ÙÜa@‡jÈ@
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ÜaîŠíéá§a@×a‹ÉÜaì@†‹ÙóZ@@ @
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@çbïi@À@ðäbn†‹ÙÜa@ð a‹Õº‡Üa@l¨aêÜ@Z@@
The DPK , the vaguard of the kurdish liberation movement, 

bearing in mind its historic mission to accomplish the goals of 
the kurdish nation, hails as solid basis for the welfare, freedom 
and equality of the kurdish and arab people the increasingly 
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important Arab liberation movement, its success in liberating 
Iraq, the establishment of the Republican regime and the 
withdrawal from the Bagdad Pact, wich was clearly detrimental 
to the kurdish nation. Thus our party ist determinded to 
maintain and defend the Iraqi Republic with all its capabilities 
and power.@@
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@óÝÜa@ôÝÈ@öþïnfiaZ@@
If the kurds demanded internal self-government within a 

decentralized framework, the officers felt that they were 

entitled to such a demand: but the officers were not in favour of 
giving them a fully autonomous status which might lead to 
territorial separation. @
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ñì‡yíÜa@ði‹ÉÜa@N@@
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The democratic elements among the kurdish people know 

well that the only way to the solution of the kurdish question is 
by the unity of the kurdish workers with progressive forces of 
the Persian, Turkish, and Iraq peoples and the formation of one 
front for freedom and democracy.  @
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In november 1961 realtions between Qasim and the Soviet 

Union improved when Russia vetoed Kuwaits admission to 
United Nation . The Bagdad covernment ordered that no 
unfavourable mention was to be made of the Soviet Union in 
the Iraqi press. The Russian stopped attacking Qasim in 
propaganda and the Communists moderated their call for a 
peacetul settlement of the unpopular war against the kurds. 
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But following the agreement, reactionary elements 

gradually came to preeminence in the kurd movement, 
resulting in its leading group enmeshing itself in intrigue with 
imperialist, reactionary elements and Israeli intelligence. Many 
instances of contacts between Israeli intelligence and the 
headquarters of the kurds centralcommand made through Iran 
or directly by the Cia of the United States had come to light. 
Certain kurd leaders made secret trips to Tel Aviv, and Israeli 
representatives visited the headquarters of the kurd movement. 
The kurd leadership began receiving financial and other 
assistance (mainly   arms)  from foreign sources, including 
Israel. A special commission of the House of representatives of 
the US-Congress investigating the activies of American 
intelligence services revealed that in 1972, i.e. after the March 
11, 1970, agreement, more than 10 million worth of arms and 
munitions was sent to the kurds. Things had reached such 
proportions that the most extremist of the kurd leaders began to 
boast that they could use tanks and planes in their struggle 
against Iraqi government that it gives its heavy weapons (one 
of the provisions of the agreement), and in 1974 kurd units 
began large-scale military operations against the Iraqi armi.@
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(...)The soviet government and peoples have learned with 

relief about the agreement of the discontinuation of the 
fratricidial war in Iraq against the kurds, who now have the 
possibility of developing in the direction of the realization of 
their aspirations.@

This act of statesmanshiip is of great significance for the 
consolidation of peace in the Middle East, and enhances the 
prestige of the Iraqi Rebuplic in the eyes of the peoples of the 
world.@

I am shure that the strengthening of fraternal ties between 
the Arabs and kurds will depend on due consideration for the 
aspirations of the kurdish people and their gratification. All this 
will give the Iraqi people a real possibility of mobilizing all 
sound and progressive forces of the nation in the cause of 
consolidating the country s independence and improcing the 
welfare of the people of Iraq.@

Please accept, Mr. president, our congragulations and best 
wsthes for success on this correct path.@

 
Quelle: Ibrahim, 1983, S. 700f         
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