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« ...Ce n'est cependant qu'd l'épogue de la domination éphémére du premier vice- (4%)
roi d’Egypte que l'on peut faire remonter , d'une manicre directe, les aspirations des

Syriens vers une sorte d’autonomiey.

«Mais pour que ces aspirations prissent une certaine consistance, Il fallait que des
événements d'une importance capitale vinssent d se produire. La guerre russo turque et
le démenbrement partiel de I’'Empire ottoman qui l'a suivie ont eu cet effet de
transformer en espérances d'une nature trés vive les aspirations vagues jusque-ld des
peuples de la Syriey, Ismail, Documents T. 14, Sienkiewicz & Freycinet, no. 48,
Beyrouth 2.6.1880, pp 191-192.
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to Malmesbury, no. 29. Jerusalem 22.6.1858, inclosure. no.

2, Vice-Consul Rogers to Finn, Caiffa 18.6.1858.

Iuclosure 2 in No. 29.

Vice-Constul Rogers to Consul Fina.
(Extract., Caiffa, June 18, 1858.

LAST week | went to Nazareth, and during my stay there T inet the Cadi, Sheikh
Emecn, nt the house of a friend ; there were alvo present some of the principal Christian
inhabitants of Nazareth, and oue named Elias-es-Safioni, from Kef™s Kenna, a Protestant,
at wliose house oceasional cvening meetings me held for reading the Scriptures. nnd
amongst the attendants at the sid mectings i< n Moslem of the village.

'The Cadi, in my prosence asked Elias-es-Raflori with what anthorty he scught to
persert the Modlems, mud why he allowed a Moslem to attend his prayo -mecetings.  He
ausuered that his doors were open for any that chose to come at their own diserction ;
taat he conld not force any to come, nor nould be turn auy awny.

The Cadi then used some strong threatening language in order to intimidate Elias-

es-Saffori, saying, that any Moslem who should become a Christian would be murdered
according to the tenets of the holy law, and he who perverted him would begy
the responsibility.

I then interposed, saying that'l had no kmesledge of the merits of thix cose, nyr
did 1 feed justified i instituting an inquiry at present, but reminded the Cadi that Jis
Majesty the Sultan had issueﬁ a firman, gramting full liberty of conscience to ali hiy
subjects, by virtue of which firman any who from conviction wished to change s religion
might do so without constinint.

The Cadi answered, disdaintully, ** The Sultan eats melons,” which is u vulgar
expression, meaning that the Sultan talks impotently or talks nonsense.

I remonstrated, at which the Cadi repeat.d his remark, adding that His Mojesty's
officer» and subjects are ouly bound to obey him <o long as lus orders are in conformity
with the law.

I told the Cadi that I should report the circumstance. and have done so0 for your
information.
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Malmesbury, no. 43, Aleppo 7.8.1858, inclosure in no, 43,

Skene to Finn, Aleppo 31.7.1858.

Inclosure in Na, 43,

Consul Skene to Mr, Alison.

Bir, Aleppo, July 31, 1858,

1 HAVE the honour to report Lo you that ~ome excitement has existed in thix town
during the last ten days. lntelligence of the outbreak in the Island of Crete and the
masazere at Jedda, which arrived here during the festivities of the Courban Bairam, and
instigation on the part of one or two of the leading Mussulman inhabitants, who
considered themselves aggrieved in their private interesta by the local government, raised
a feeling of hostility between the Christian and Mahometan classes of the population,
and a seditious spirit against the constituted aathoritics. Fire-arms and ampmunition were
burriedly purchased wherever they could be found. Young men of doubtful character
were seen assembling in the streets. One of these, 4 Greek Catholic, by name Butros
Tawil, appesred in the bazaar, fully armed, and loudly called on the Christians {o attack
the Mussulmans. Some of the latter secrctly announced to respectable European families,
with whom they were on friendly terms, that a general massacre was about to commence,
and advised them to take refuge in places of safety, if any such could be found. Great
:fgehensions were thus entertained, The civil and military Pashas, meanwhile, were

ing all possible mesns of securing the tranquillity of the town. Butros Tawil was
arrested, and is now under sentence of banishment. The sale of arms and ammunition
was prohibited. The town was patrolled by 800 soldiers in 12 detachments of 50 each,
under the command of field officers. The principal inhabitants of the different quarters
were assembled and ordered to do their utmost to keep the townspeople in their neigh-
bourhood quiet. These mieasurcs proved perfectly succesaful, and all alarm has for the
present subsided.

It is worthy of remark that the hatred felt Ly the Arab population of this part of
Syria for Turkish troops and officials in general, whom they rcgard as degenerute
Mahometans, is little P:aa violent than their fanaticism against the Christians. The
garrison of Aleppo is only 2,000 strong. Were a serious insurrection to take place, this
force would be altogether unable to quell it, each Turkish soldier huving about thirty
Arabs arrayed against him, all more or less inured to the use of arms, and ooking upon
him as & pational enemy. The insurgents, moreover, might not be without the advan
of military organization, a- it is said that the survivors of the Janissaries, who numbered no
less than 25,000 affiliated in Aleppo when that corporatinm was suppressed in 1826, have kept
up some species of secret union amongst themselvea. The recent incidents, reported above,
Lave given risc to rouch talking on these subjects, from which it would also appear that
the Mussulman population of northern Syria harboura bopes of a separation from the
Ottoman Empire and the formation of a new Arabian Btate, under the overeignty of the
Bhereefs of Mecca. However this may be, it i« certainly desirable that the garrison of
Aleppo should be augmented without loss of time, more especially as the consequences of
the massacre at Jedds will in all probability scon farnish a motive and opportunity for a
dangerous ebullition of Mussulman fanaticism.

I have, &c.
(Bigned) J. H. BKENE.
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Lavard to Granville, no. 10, Therapia 25.5.1880

8ir A. H. Layard toc Eorl Granville.~—(Received June 1.)

No. 542, Confidential.)
y Lord, Therapia, May 25, 1880.

BEFORE leaving this Embassy, T think it my duty to call the serious attention of
Her Majesty’s Government to the intrigues which are being carried on from Constanti-
pople with Mahommednns in India. I have every reason to believe that they are
directed by the anti-English psrty in the Palace, and that the Sulfan himself ia not
ignorant of them, if he does not actually encourage and connive at them.

I have been frequently warped that Ghazi Osman Pasha iz in secret communication
with lerding Mussnlmans in India, I have no actual proof thai such is the case, but
from his well-known fanatacism and his undisguised opposition to the poliey of England,
I think it very arobuble that it is. I have, on various occasions, brought to the notice of
Her Majesty's (Jovernment the suspicious sroceadings of certain Indians in this eity.
Bome of them have access to the Palace, and appear to be treated with special favour by
the Sultan, His Majesty has been persuaded that, as Caliph of Islam, he has immense
influence over the Mussulmans of India, and he appears to bave been induced to establish
and subsidize the ¢ Peik Islam,” the newspaper of which I senl your Lordship a copy in
my despateh No. 531 of the 21st instant, in order still further to extend it.

The danger which may arise from this state of things ia that if, in consequence of
the course of events, England is compelled to enter upon o policy hostile to Turkey, or
which, in the Sultan's opinion, may threaten his independence or his sovereign rights, or
may deprive him of further territory, he may have recourse to every means in his power
to cauge us tronble and embarrassment,

With this object in view, he may endeavour to cxcito the Mussulmans of India
against British rule, and to bring about another rebellion in that country. To effect
this he will make vse of all the power and influence he possesses as head of the
Mahoinmedan faith. Tarkish agenta will work upon Indian Mussulman pilgrims at
Mecca, who, on their return, will spread disaffection, and the Indians who are established
here will be used to-carry, on secret communications with the Princes and Chiefs in
India. England will be represented as the enemy of Islam, and aa siming at the over-
throw of the Caliphate and the destruction of the Mahommedan religion.

1 cannot doubt that, in these intrignes, the Bultan and his advisers will receive cvery
encourngement and support from Russin. There aro very strong prounds for suspecting
that {hazi Osman Pasha has becn completely gained over to her interests. I have been
informed, from an apparently trustworthy source, that the new Russinn Ambassador,
M. de Novikoff, has been instructed to maintain him in his present high and inBuentinl
position in the Palace, # cofite que cotite.” Russian agents will lose no opportunity of

ersunding His Majesty and his Ministera that England is the real enemy of the Turkish

Bmpire, and that Russia slone is ita friend. The more hopeful the prospect of a good
understanding between the Powers as to the policy to be adopted with regard to this
country, the more determined will be the attempt of Russia to increase the suspicions of
the Bultan as to the motives and designs of England, and to bring about a yuarrel
between her and Turkey,

What RBussis moat dreads is a cordial understanding between the Great Powers,
which may have the effect of improving the Adminisiration of this Bmpire, of restoring
to it something of ila former power, sirength, and prosperity, and of frustrating her
ambitions designs with regard to it,

It may, in my opinion, be consifered almost sbaolutely certain that she will secratly
do all in her powor to prevent such an understanding, whatever may be the assurances to
the contrary Hor Majesty’s Government may receive from St. Petorsburgh.

1 have, &e.
(Bigned) A, H, LAYARD.
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Layard to Salisbury, no. 112, Constantinople 25.3. 1880

Sir 4. H. Layard o the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 9.)

{No. 342.)
My Lord, Constantinople, March 25, 1880.

THE assassination of Sheikh Hussein, the late Grand Sheriff of Mecca, was first
known at Constantinople through n telegram sent to me by Mr. Malet, who had received
the information from Consul Zohrab. It has caused a very painful feeling here amongst
the better class of Mussulmans, who appreciated the liberal and enlightened character of
Sheikh Husgein. The Sultan told me yesterday that he had named Sheikh Abou
Moutaleb his successor, I told His Majesty that, from information which had reached me
from a trustworthy source, I bad reason to fear that the return of this individual to the
Hedjaz might lead to serious disorders and bloodshed. Sheikh Abou Moutaleb, I said,
had on more than one occasion, when formerly Sheriff of Mecca, been guilty of rebellion,
and he was known to be at the head of a party which had been the cause of serious disasters
to Turkey already, and were not unlikely to be so again.

The Sultan replied that, for various rensons, he could not do otherwise than name
Sheikh Abou Moutaleb, and he had done so after consultation with his principal Ministere,
and with Haireddin Pasha, and other persons in whose advice he had confidence. Shiekh
Abdul Moutaleb was & very old man, above ninety years of age, and could not in the course
of things live long. On his death Aoni el Refik Pasha, or Sheikh Aoun (the name he is
usually known by), the brother of Sheikh Hussein, who resides at Constantinople, will
be named his successor. Of this, His Majesty said, he had written to inform Sheikh
Aoun.

The Sultan added that he was well aware that Sheikh Abdul Moutaleb had been
disloyal, and hed rebelled against his Sovereign. But he had now given assurances, in
which His Majesty had full confidence, that he would discharge the duties of his high
office to His Majesty’s complete satisfaction. As he still possessed great influence in the
Hedjaz, Flis Majosty thought that, considering the disturbed state of that province, he
was the best person to be entrusted with the duties of Grand Sheriff. His Majesty said
that some troops would be sent with him, and I understand that four battalions will be
dispatched to Jeddah at once.

1 bhave, &c.
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD.
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secret, no. 113, Constantinople 26.3.1880.

Sir A. H. Loyard to the Merquus of Salishery—{Receivad April 0.)

9{“13;4:3' Becret,)

[y N Constaniinople, Mareh 28, 1880,

_ THIE assassination of Sheikk Husscin, the lste Grand Sher@ oprecca., may have grave
political q and may sericcaly nffect our interesls in Indis. Suspiclons ars nat
wanting thut his murder was planned by persons here.  He hed Jong boen an object of
suspicion ta th: Sultan and to the fanalical party, which now, unbappily, cxercisc o pis-
nicinus influence over His Majesty's mind on accoont of his liberal and cnlightc ned
opinions, and cspecnllg of his ruppoced leaning towards England. It was not unknown
ot the Prlnee and the Perte thut scorct atlempts were heing made to fuduce the Arab
populations of the Empire to tanefer their allegiance from the house ol Osman to the
SherifT of Mecca as the head of the Mussulman faith, and it is beliesed that a widespread

teenl

conspiracy exists to effect this object, I have reason to know that information as Lo
the commuuications that were puajing between Consul Zohrab and the Grand Sheriff had
reached the Sultan, pmhbl% through Nasif Pasha, the Govemnor-General of the
Hedinz, and thst even the French Embassy, which is now watching with extrems
jerlousy the proceedings of Engiand in the East, is fully informed with regard
o them.

Your Lordship will remember that I referrod to these wmabters in my Secyet
despatches Noa, 182 and 302 of this year.

1 learn, on very good authority, that about thres montbs ago onc of Abon Moutaleb's
sang left Constantivople for Jeddsh, and that Sheikh Aun, Bheikh Husscin's brother,

W= ~arilie Lo wag s at SLgr 0= =St wenld et b aqda sy por pid of the

Cu - " . " = with the Sheriff

. . K L - . " = mn o, existed here,
. - TR - = = with confidence,
" . = U] . " =1b’s proceedingy,

KEOWInyZ, 25 | 40, LIS SELPEINS JEALUUSY AN BUICCPLILLLY UL Lie Sulwe, especially with
regard to his religious rights and autharity as Caliph of Islam, and being well aware that
tha fanaties who surround him would lose no oceasioh to excite his auspicions sgumnst
England, whom they have sven sceused to him of wishing to possess herself of the holy
piaces, and would not scruple to have recourse to any measures which lhey thought
caleulated to defent the designs attributed to her,

Sheriff Abou Moutaleh is generolly belioved to be & man of fanatical opinions,
sithough 1 have heen masured by some who know bim, amongst them I moy mention my
Persinn <ollengue, in whoto judg! in such matters 1 hava confidence, thet he is not.
He bas ionally stot mo professing his fendship for England, and has
rpressed a wish to call vpon me; but we Eavs vever met. The inclosed memorandurn,
which hag been sent to me- by a person who frequently sends me information of what is
snning at tho Peloce, bul is not very trustworthy, mlz not be strictly acournte in its

otails, but it tends to confirm what I have lcarnt from other sources ns {o_the suspicions
wxisting there with regard o tha reladons between the late SheriT and England, It is
troe, as the Sultan lold me, that Abou Moutaloh is an old man, not, hawever, of so great
ws His Majesty stated, bat he may probobly have time enough before him to exeite
the fanaticism of the people of the Hedjuz to a dangorous extent, and to enable bis party
to make such arrangements ns may be necessary for sccuring the sucesssion to one of his
sons.  He may also work mischisf with Tndian Mussulmans vi'itlnf the Hol{ Cities, or
even commence intrigues in India with tho view of camsing us trouble. 1t wifl therefors
be necessary Lo watch his proceedings with t vigil capecially as, in this respeet,
ha may be acling at the ioatigation of the Bulten, who, [ have reason to believe, 1s in
communication with certaln Indian Muasul now here engaged, 1 am d, in
intrigues ngainet England. Upon this sobject | em endesvounng to obtoin full and trust-
vwrfi!‘;-' information.

Mr. Zobrab, in & despstch to me, the sub of which app to havo been
commurnicated to your ship by telegraph by Mr, Malet, describes the danger to the
Christians and Tndians in the Hedjaz should Abaz Moutaleb be named Grand Sheriff,
M. Fournier tells me that he hes reccived similar information from the Yrench Con=ul at
Jeddeh. I warned the Soltan very seriously of this danger when T exwr His Mbjesty the
duy Lelore yesterday; und ] have repeated the waming to Sawas Pashs, pointing out, at
the same time, to his Exesllency tho consoguences which muost inevitably snsue if there
wete & second messacro at Jeddah, for which, after the warning I bad given to Hin Majesty
snd himsell, the Tarkish Government would tionatly be hel ponsible, if the
sppointment of Sheikh Abou Moutaleb were persisted in, Sawas Pasha did naot conceal
bis regrot and slarm at the choice made by the Sultan of this personage for Grand Sherif,
which be sttributed to evil advisers

As yoor Lordship may have inferred, I bave boen for eome time past in diveot
communication with eikh Aun, the brother of the murdered Sheriff. 1 have no
howeves, thought it prudent to see him, although he has expressed his readiness to cal
upen me, I:{n lnfo'rmed that hf is & man of :n'if'lliganu and enlightened views, although
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F.O. 424/97, Layard to Salisbury, inclosure no. 113,

Constantinople 26.3.1880.

Inclosure in No. 113.
Palace Rreporls respecting Death of Sheriff of Mecca.

LES nouvelles parvenues nu Palais sur nssassinat de VEmir de la Meeque, Chérif
Hussein Pacha (fils dun feu Sheviff Mohammed-Ibu-Nnon) attribuent cc meurtre 2 un
Afghan, qui re serail fait le vengeur des bons Muosulmans, indignés & causc de la sympa-
thie de "Emir Chénif Hussein Pacha envers fes Angluis, sympathie qu’il avait derniére-
ment manifestée par Je eadeau fula Reine de quatre joments. Quelques semaines aupara-
vant {e Palais avait recu la nowvelle yue trois Agents du Foreign Office déguisés en
Musulmans avinent ¢te regus par le Chérif 3 b Mecque. Tie vieux Abd-ul-Mouotalib sera
nommé aujourd'liug Fmee de lo Meegue, (et pour e troisidme fois que ce Chérif de
80 ans enviren, partand padaitenient bien sun fge, quu est appelé au Sidge des Lieux-
Saints de 'lsbime 1o dte Emi de la Mecque saus Mahmoud 1 nuquel il resta fiddle
contre kv révolte de Mahmoud Aly d"Faypte, qui avat nommé Mahammed-Ibu-Nnon
comme Fmirde In Meeque, tasdis que A al-Moutaith dtut obligé de se sauver d Bagiad
d’oti il vint A Cunstantimople.  Apids la ~oumission e Mohanuned Aly, le Sultan Abd.
ul-Medpd b nonuna X Flmivist de i Moeque, poste_qu'il garda pour quatre nns ct
quelques mois.  Ald-ul-Mouotalib, rigide observatear du Chér, $'il avait eru de san devoir
de sc prononcer contre fe rebelle Mobammed Alv Egypte, lors, sur Ja demande de
Sir Strafford Canmng (Lord de Redelifie) vegut Pordre par fen le Grand Vizie Réchid du
Hanzimat de pubhier i la Megque le tuneus Tatti-Hoomayoun, Abd-ul-Moutalib s’y refusa
et précha méme Ia guerre sainte contre le Sultan Abd-ul.Medjid.  Hadji Kiamil Iacha
(réndgat juify* alors Vali de In Meeque et qui jouait un role ambigu, paree qu’il s"étuit
entendu nvee les warehands d'eselaves pour empécher la publication des Tiemans du
Sultan, parvint it tnire arréter Abd-ul-Moutahb.  Arrivé & Coustantinople, sans mettre picd
3 terre, il dut sur un bateau & vapeur continuer son voyage pour Salonique, ol se trouve
le mausolée de =an pire, Emir Chérif Ghalib, mart dans cette ville, résidence de son exil,
en 1816, de la peste—du poison Ture, au dire de quelques Arabes.

Aprds devs & trois semaines d'exil & Satonique, Abd-ul-Moutalib, A la suite d’un songe
du Suitan Abd-ul.Medjib, fut rappelé N Constantinople.  Ce souverain Iui fit endean d’un
grand conak ot lui accorda une pension convennble successivement augmentée par le
Sultan Ahd-ul-Asiz et par le Sultan actuel,  Le choix d*Abd-ul-Moutalib par PEmiriat de
la Mecque se recommendait par cette considération, que le Chérif Hussein Pacha, déja trds-
impopulaire, comime tous les membres de sa famille, ayant 6té assnssiné 3 enuse de ses
tendances Anglophiles vraies ou supposées, par cclu seul son frére le Chérif assan Pacha
(qui sc trouve dans ce Iledjnz) oi son fréve le Chéril Avni Ll Réfik Pacha (qui sc trouve
3 Constantinople) n'avait aucunc chance pour I'Emiriat.  Abd-ul-Moutalib, qui est le
Doyen des Chérils, excrce une grande influence parmi les tribus de Hedjuz, et par Vexpé-
ricnce acquise il envisage aulrement aujourd'hui la situation de I'Arabie; il semble con-
vaincu, sans cependant avouer cctte pensée aux Tures, que les Arabes ne doivent pas
contrarier 'Angleterre,  Ce que dit Burckhardt dans ses “* Voyages en Arnbie” sur les
gualités et les défauts de linfortuné Emir, Chérif Ghalib, est parfaitement applicable i
son fils, ie nouvel Emir de la Meeque, Abd-ul-Moutalib,
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David McDowall, The Kurds, London 1992, p28.
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