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Mountain Tribes of Iran and Iraq

By Harorn Lans

invitation came.

“The Governor will expect you In his
house on Saturday.” said the matter-of-fact
voice of the British consul general over the
telephone. T suppose vou can get there?”

“Certainly I'll get there,” I assured the
comsul,

In this Tranian (Persinn) city, men of
affuirs pedaled about on bicycles or jogwed
pround in droshkies, putomobiles heing almost
nonexistent because of the shortage of tires.

But, somehow, T would find transportation
to repch the house of the governor of the Bakh-
tari tribe, Murtesa Kuli Khan, in the moun-

I‘I‘ WAS a drowsy diy in Istnhan when the

tnins gbove and beyond Isfehan, the cange

which runs alopg the boundaries of Russia,
Turkey, lragq, and lran (map, pp. 396-7).

This was my first formal bid to never-never
lunel, one of the few remaining blind spots on
our globe,

Gengraphy of "Never-Never La

The blined spot &5 formed by a mountais
chain which extends for about a thousand
miles from the Black Sea to the Persian
Guli, These mountains jut often above cloud
level and rise ot times sbove 13,000 feet.
They have esciper] a name on many mams,
although they are sumetimes called the Zagros
Mountains

The inhabitants—the mountain folk of this
no-one-man’s land—have also generally es-
caped attention, for several reasons.  Usually
they are called, lodsely enough, “the tribes,”
Brecanese lhf.;u' have followed the herder way
of life, grazing their herds and plunting their
few crops on this mighty midrifi above the
workaday world. Actunlly they form at least
four great tribal groups: the Kurds, Lurs,
Bakhtiari, and Kashpais,

They have been given a bad name as mmid-
ers, i reputation that they seem to enjov. We
have known them chiefly through hearaay
as perpetunl wild men of the mountains,
Within the memory of living men, the Kash-
pais’ armed riders had rajded Tsfahan, and
the Bakhtiari khans hiod marched to Tehran
during the troubles of 1911,

Tribal commandos had the time-honored
custom of gathering supplies of tea, sugar,
manufactured  lamps, and  ammunition by
bolding up trocks on the highways below the
mountains,

So, few wavelers have made their way up
imta the héights of Kurdistgn (the Iand of
the hords) or Luristan.* 1 gse these terms
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w the traditional sense, as applyving to the
historic arens occupied by these peoples.  The
rogds thither were of the mule and horse.cart
variety, uspally under deep snow in winter
(page 393), DPolice posts, il any, were apt
to be of the blockhouse type, prepared to
withstand a siege,

Alwo, within these mountaing the nner
frontiers of four countries meet—Soviet Rus-
sin, eastern Turkey, Trag, and Trin, At least,
these frontiers meet on the map.  Actually,
few frontier posts are to be encountered up
alomg the cliud level,

I had pald one visit to the northern edge
of the mountaing, where Mount Arnrat stands
above the Armenian plateay,

Thiz plateau today, while still keeping its
fine ch].rrv:hfs and medieval lbraries of the
pest, fs belng modernieed with witer-power
development umd regional planning of agri-
culture by the Armenian Soviet Socinlist Re-
pualatie {yvige 390,

I had al= looked in on the southern tip,
where the Kashgais, a vigorous, combative

tribe of Turkish stock, herd their sheep in

the gorges above Tsfahan,

Now | wanted to visit the chiefs of the
moauntain folk, the Ehans, @hkans, begs, and
apeas, wim pre probably the oldest landed
aristocrmcy of the world.

They were certainly the oldest inhabitants
of this mountain wall of the Middle Faust,
having been there snce Babiylon was Babylon
and before gliry came to Greece—feudal lords
in the flesh, served by retainers, entertained
by troubadours.

Dérchews, Lords of the Valleys, the Turks
had called them, Many still held coury in
medleval donjoms, overlooking their villages
and herds,  Thedr fumily portrails were carved
in rock on the face of the mountains,

Few Chandes Sinee Mareo Polo's Day

Theze fewilal Lords of the Vallevs had muled
over their donming when monkish mapmalkers
of medievitl Eurnpe had charted the moun-
taing as the Earthly Paradise, pnext door to
Heaven itselt, or when travelers like Messer
Marco Polo skirted this. hinteriand, looking
for the Christian domain of Prester John of

*ln 1924 on Amercan, Mernn ©, Cooper lafer
o colonel in the Army Al Forcam), with' Eroest H.
Schosidsack, cumeraman, filmed the fine motien pic-
ture “Limas” when he accompaniod the migratorsy
portion of the Ralthtigei trihe on = 46-duy Journey
over the snow passes of the Fardeh Kuh (Yellow
Muountains) from winter pastures west of ‘the mnge
o summer Srosng- on the easteen slopas,
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Asla.  They had not changed much between
that age and this

The good townspeople of lslahan shook
their heads over the ilea uf making persn-to-
person calls oo these wplund khans, agas
and begs,  Interpreters and  drivers proverd
o have pressing amd important  business
within Isfuhan when the destination was
discliser] 1o he the Bakhtian eity,

They said thot the Bakhtiar: held up and
stripped unwanted visitors, Tiles were told of
sundry deaths and ilisappesrances within the
mountaing. But I knew that, with an invim-
tion 1o visit the house of Murtesa Khan, the
frive therets would be as sale—by day—as a
trip down Fifth Avenue.

Thot Saturday, having obtained a car, up
we turned from the [sfahan-Shime oml. We
climbsd from the river bed and villages nlong
a succession of trils marked on a2 map,
heading betwesn the jutting buttes that form
this eastern gateway of the mountains,

Two riders came down a slope, looked the
car over, and galloped on, They were big,
blue-evedd Arvans in the blve homespun and
grav-felt skulleap of the mountain folk.

Ahead, along the treeless slopes—he graz-
ing nnd wheat land of the Haft Lang (the
Spvien Feet) tribe—lay  Shabhr Kurd ((City
of the Kurds).* '

The City of the Khan

This metropolis of the southenstern moun-
tains serves as supply center for the higher
villages amd the migratory tribes whi stay
persistently above the ©000-foot level. And
this city of some 10,000 souls, without benefit
of paving. glass windows, newspapers, or
radios, proved to he o prosperous community,
supplyving its own needs.

True, the open-front shops revealed a stock
of “mported”™ cutton goods, apparently popu-
lor with women buyers.  But all-wool goe-
ments were af the homespun 1vpe, gun by
women in the gardens, dyed blge of purple,
and woven into loose trousers amd koee-length
juckets for the mountain riders,

1f wou wanted meat in Shahr Kuord, you
selecter] p live lnmb at the butcher shop.

Shoes, bonls, or slippers could be made to
arder from hides on the spot.  Tools, and
kiives of the bowie type with horn handles,
were pounded out by blacksnith families from
scrap mielal.

At sundown 1 watched the source of some
of these strstegic materiais coming home to
Shihr Kurd: the grent herds descending from
the upland pastures.  Gray bufialo, black
ciattle (but few cows), donkeys, and goats
came pushing throogh the dust cloud of their

The National Geographic Magazine

own raising past the poplar-lined irrigation
ditches mto the streets:

The only trallic control was by the small
boys whe trail a herd, picking up fresh dung
to he dried out and used as fuel.

Entering the streets, the Hood of cottle
divided into allevs, the animals finding their
way to their differest stables. The sheep re-
main out in the higher pastures, '

I noticed that the incoming herds revealed
few Horses and no riders with rides. T did
not learn the explanation of that dll later

Shahr Kurd had its up-to=date additions,
suih as the small dispensary where one uni-
versity-traingd  physician treated the daily
roster of the sitg. A new hospital had been
Lasilt, but it had no equipment as vel,

Before the reception palace of Murtesa
Khan, a major-domo welcomed us with Old
World ceremany, At the gate a single body-
punrd watchisd all comers, srmed with a well-
worn | 816-model service rifle which he would
not et out of his hunds, even {or jrspection.

A dozen servitors with stufis paraded in
otir honor in the long passage that Jed through
tv o garden, There the Khan's Jawyver anml
his genernl manager met ws and escorted us
into the room of state, which was furnished
with fine rugs and dlnborate Europedn-iype
upholstered chairs and divan,

Murtesa Kull Khan was massjve as o bear,
bt diplomatic as any sintesman,  With easy
informality he had discarded the peclitie from
his stherwise impeccable business suit.  He
protested that he was uneducated, but he
answered guestions with astoteness,

“Americans have alwiys been friendly,” he
observed in Persian, “and we respect them
aceordingly.  They come to do important
work: they do it well, and they go.”

During the war the United States Army had
the job of runming the heavy Russia-bound
freight Tram the Persian Gulf up the railroad
that cuts mto the Bakhtinri country near
Dizful before wineding through the moutition
porees.  Past centuries looked down upon the
present as tribesmen in the process of sheep-
moving witched the tritins climbing grades
hundreds of feet below,§

Miurtesa Khan said his people were dning

* The natme “hard™ ks aoplied several Gims 0o vil-
Japes or sites wilhin Balhtiad awnership,  Kurd 1

rhuipi thy mont nncient meme of these péople, Karnds,
rfl.‘::n sl Hakbtlard are all kin raclally, The Bakhtiar
claim. to b destendants of what they cull the *Great’
Lues™ The Rasheal, Armirdan: nnd Amb elements
ate different ivally

T Ser Hlran in Wartime," Uy Hrig Gen Jobn N
Giroely,  NATIONAL  GEoRLAFHIE BMAdtse,  Sugos
148, mial *Lingl-Leasi and. the Bossiae Victory,™ by
Harvey Blemmer, (ctobor, 11643
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Vemribllier Sarraril A Wil

Sail=glod King Clhiosroes 11 and His Mount Show the Persian {_lr.i'-"lhin il Bonighibood

From' lraoian wartfors Bymntines bormwed ihe ldea of armored horsemen ond gave it o weslesm Europe

milell Iraninn king carrvinz & lamfe, rides BHis favorite “Biack @ N Lol CRTRES,  CONQueTar ol
wes and nf the lust of ih i v st  WErR verid

wown by the Arabs A o, 64L
arved o o8 mountain BRLAN | [eifoe MU )
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like platter of tce
it prilatioes? sppitibth
nilk, sour milk, Chegse,
L phtdding, melons,
pramied, i, Inter, good
coffee.

| asked the stordy
olil governor of more
than a quarter of a mil
liom penple whit of all
it hosoitale  outlny
ke had had to Dby
He polnted oul  the
melons ang the oobe

Ihat 1s all. The

melofns come from s
I--;!"n-l' 1 dontl Enow
themrt the coiies

At 4 'puesa, the well
i |:'i|l'l'-!'|'|l'l- SEEITE]
i inch. ar ) tallet
thnn the avernge Amer-
ican and perhaps

twenty pounids heave

Bukhiuom Guaded
Alexander the Urieol

I'he Khan's wvoung
TR EW Munuchar
Laxn K inted oot that
ol Nex sl { b
Ceral ] arrvied Al
Lhe mountofns, tha
Balhtinr) had supplie
Eiiloi=s Lo At o oeltier
0 rt y nrising  creator Gl
P iy - fuewy warlel whine seemme
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o have lost his wi
What = the muost-

fnvored Tending matter

A Yoeudt Girrd W oEirs Her Treasores o Blead .‘”;i"ir-'. and Broast

Coime nre. R iy apd Tuckisgd hutton  fnthar -:1".: Ihe molden m II aof the Rakhtinri? i
] t i LI Vi Ll Yierldis & i | Fifasl il i
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pretty well We get good prices for our "Hall of the men can rewd,” the governoe

hrrses and meat now and for phee [0 semi explained. “They ke best the Shak N amadh

ffuied butter |, cheese, wool, and hides 'his was Flrdaasl's Book of the Kings,
[III]_|Ii-||' il A |--|-| |:! o TeFrrs (Or LASTE |F'|Z"I-l!.ll' Arihursn LV OOk :l' "'|. T

mountain folk, who bought Hitle from outside thiom nine centuties dgo.

murkets whire prices soared, The Bakhtipri were pleased when they

It is had down there,” Gbserved the Khan,  learned that 1 bad written hooks of medieva
whete villapges can’t afford] (o buy foiel, We  hitory, such us the story of Genghis Khan
have plenty, and we need little money,” When Genghis Khan came to the moun

At the Khan's table, presently, 1 saw the tains.” Manuchar said reflectively, “the Mon

ool of that.  The Bakhioarl follow: the ofd  gols gould not conguer us,. We sl them a
cuatom of placing all the dishes on' thie il | it e

before the company sits down, to enable the A small one,” put m Mirtess Khan
sty to weledt what thew wish., 1 onaited a Lhy 4 foken

gredl soup tureen and Klentitied dishes of gual, Murtesa s Chiel worey wins the younger gen-
Folahy |5 it matton . fgh, 8 moantmr- eration, and cducnition



Mountain Tribes of Tran and Irag

The childeen here
grow up in the dirl,
he explammed, “and by
the time they are thirty
their minds have hard-
pred Lo insteection

He paused o think
about Lhat

“European  civilizn-
tion is budlt upon one
thing—edoeation.

Fhen,” | sald, * Ei.
ropean civilization
fiels a better -odica-
RIRTIR

He chuckied, then
laughied heartily, The
r'l.l-"-lil_[ ||f ].|||I|J i- 1_]]:-
nirst Eesture of Treni-
g dnd the mountams
O ool _:;Ill.r' il }|I|r_'|'
cements 1t

(bt evening the
than's mMunnger
brought me a dish of
mant pears {rom M-
Iesi 5 private  gardei,
anel a glass of soddka

He & n good man,™
bves sair] The (Govern
ment in fran, the Shah
himself, favors him.
(yod hos spared him 1o

b with us fon this tioee
af crisis.

When it come (ime
iy emel  the visit to

shahr Kord. to post
on higher toward Sha
ymaenr, AMuortesa spoke
a word of warning.

“Please  do nol g
hiphes than Shalam-  who swenl 0
g, e sadd, Y ou will i
e =ale fn my Countrey
Hut e adderd, “do Bot deise the
tsfahan road, outside, at night!

Mot imtil a week Inter in Isfahan ofid 1 learn
the reason for the absence of the vounger men,
rifles, and horses from the vicinity of Shahr
Kurd. It appeared that Murtesa Khan had
been indulging in an old-fashioned roundup
it week

The riders of his Halt Lang were cam-
Peikenimg beyond Shalamear over on the Kanin
River, some fifty miles away and a couple
of thousand feet higher, maiding the Boir
\hmadi and other iribes. The ohject was
o collect taxes due Muriesa Rhan

No word hnd been =i bt thiz in Shahe

l« He
Westein ¢loth
He 18 a0 L

shirnz-

a Son of Anclent

wotllel it this
Hiz people bove s
Featard theom o
|I-I'i.| #

e 3500 vidars i

frocks for tha 1TJ, 5

s R

Pt e T
Aryans, for Whom Iran Is Nomed®

rogeed painnreh, who wesrs ' hi

T ik

inbe's skulleap
to expiudn ke hieginnine R TLILa0
ats, [hat Cavcasian i
Chis oy eves um

Army

Ermidik s
clos ol the Ar

Bl
iifisirs
s might he epected, natural strongholds
in the mountaing have sorved o
through the centuries (pasge 398)
Bakhtiari borders, the Muamussani, formerly
i of the fOercest of the  tribes da not
move far Trom an immense ek plitean ar the
9.000-foot Jevel. The impregnable summit s
under snow - in winter, bul otherwise furniches
good grazing for the animals. as well as g,
nlmond, and olive geoves to feed human befngs

ke mountaing da ol diseus private

[ LU At | AR

Bevond

inn time of stress
U'wo hghwavs cot through the mountain
chain, Che winds throoeh Khortamabad and
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The National Geographic Magazine

Bliiison H.l.Hr:ln of Flae Aree, fram Mepninc iV Bmjay

A Luristan Bridle Bit. Cast 30 Centuries Ago, Seams o5 Modein as a Pair of Book Ends

Similar bronee ¢usts appested in Pards svl shops in 10249 they were tiaced to warmiomn’ groves in frnn.  Scythian

tomhbs in farnwuy Sibeda have ¥ielded similar ohjorcts.

past Tuazly Gil, the salt Inke of the twwn
of Irng (formerly Sultanabad).

Daily the long convovs of American-madse
trucks, Ruossin-bound, climbed up this road
beavily loaded, nose to tailboard, beaded
morth, Miny of the vounger Lurs of this
region attended the United States Army schonl
for truck drivers at Hammdan {page 389).

Bronzes from Graves of Fordotien Ancéstbrs

Onily vesterday, as time goes In the miun-
tains, these samie Lurs, kinsmen of the Bakh-
tiari, provided a sensation among arche-
ologists. Some twenty vears azo a new kind
of antigue bronze began to xppear along the
highroad, graceful, finelvy wrought nomad fit-
tings such as hurse bits, belt clasps, daggers,
and nxes.

Specimens of a new art they seemed, as
fine as Greek craftsmanship hut not the work
of Gireeks.

The Lurs had discovered the bronzes in a
serips of hill graves and wers selling them to
bazaar dealers. These beautiful hronzes were
fabricated some 3,000 yvears ago by a nomadic
people who drifted into the mountains from
the northern steppes. So the modern Lurs
had been opening up the graves of their for-
gotten ancestoral

The= twin winged iheces hold o bhorse's b6

Farther north, the Arab-intermixed Lurs are
replaced by the more numerous Kurds, the
most spirited and intelligent of the mountain
folk, The Kurds come of Aryan stock and
speak a lunguage cloze to carly Iranfan,

No census has numbered the tribes, which
still count themselves vaguely by families, or
tent=  One apa said that & family of five
would admit to only two in a tent, because of
fear of a hepd tax on humans and cattle.

At g guess, the tribee would total about
§.000,000, i Tollows, [riom north to south:
4,500,000 Rurds, interspersed with Arme-
nians; 600,000 Lurs, with sprinklings of Tur-
komans: 300,000 Bakhtiari: 200,000 Kash-
gnis, with many Arab elements added.

Russian Girl MPs Brook No Argument

Up in the north, beyvond kaavin, we mel
neweomers Lo the mountains, the oulposis of
the Red Army. This was during the war, and
husky  Seviet infantrymen with  automatic
rifles glung from their shoulders flagged down
the car to inspect my visa

In the pass between Kasvin and the Cas-
pian, Russinn girls acted as traffic cops. One,
with a white arm band and an old rifle slung
across her back, velled after us like o colonel
on paracde when we tried to pass o convoy.
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River ond Man Carve Their Paths Side by Side Through the Hleights of Lurision

Here tha Al D, flowimng io meet the ka River, digs gver deeper gorges; Wher It esm the roaed Dol
the nolural bed. AL Omics st winderz Across clif tumnels vock.  The Lepros Mouninims nee cresed Uiy the Trn
inmn Haild mera iz dn (RNa41 thie Tini =tates Arm
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World Trouble Spot: the Oil-rich Middle FEast
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The frontier bamar, under the arehes of
once-sleepy Khanagin, has assumed the pro-
portione (and the tmilt) of the old-tine
New York corh market, with paper currencies
Eiumfin;; hands; coins bid against paper, and
Ygold goods™ like fine carpels anil silyerware
l.H'IIJj._:!hI. against depreciating currencies,

Even the Herki migrants add to their in-
came by toting muleloads of salt actoss the
horder in definnce of a salt tax.

I lunched with one stont Aga of the Dizai
folk, where the northern wheat Gelds skirt the
dark fells (moundd) that still hide Assyrinn
citv sites.  He was a connodsseur of rifles, His
body servint éarried the inevitahle long Kurd-
ish knife, but the Az had o small automatic
tucked in his girdle, He also had a clear idea
how the war was going to end.

“You nnd the English and the Russians.”
sitld be, Yhave more rifles and more men whao
can shoot them, So whiat can Germans do?”

Axis Ern[mu;ml:ln. the Aga admitted, broad-
vast Wbk aboul the coming supremacy of the
Teutonic Wehrmacht., But there were prac-
tically po radios among the Kurds,

Severnl German pamchutists  had  been
dropsped amomg the tribes, with small radios

large wads of cash. The parachutists
spoke hurlizh Quently, but they did not sue-
ceed in selling Hitler—even as a descendant
aof Mohommed-—to the mountain folk.

“They bad no rifles,” the Aga explained.
“Amd so the Britsh caught them quickly.”

English, he thought, would soon be the most
impartant language to know, He had taught
hlmﬁe'lt' English by hirin interpreter for
six menths to accompany ’Ll.m everywhere and
speitk nothing else,

In These Hills Blood Feuds Abound

When we gave the stalwart Aga a lift o
the next town, he asked to be set down at
the gute. He did not want to go 1o the hoese
of the local sheik, whither we were bound

When we asked why, he explained, T div not
wint o eat bullets.” Tt was a matter of a
personal feud.

In fact, the Kurdish section of the moun-
tiins cherishes many personal feuds o the
sijuare mile, Manv of the horsemen carried
rifles. When a rider spoke to a stranger, he
world show his good manners by dismount-
Ing first, leaving hig rifle in the saddie sheath,

Politics is a personnl matter here,  The
great tribal seigneurs, the agns and begs, may
be landowners in chief, but they are respon-
sible for the bread and butter of the individual
iamilies. ‘They also have to listen to the
opinion of the community majlic, or gathering
of the chief heads of families,

The National CGeagraphic Magazine

A= with pconumy and politics. justice is
reduced to its simplest terms.  The supreme
court of the hill folk sits in the person of
;ﬁtt local megn or the Fodi (judge, in Koranic

W)

Nuturally, mest of the mountain folk now
have their representatives in the various n-
tional governments, The Kurds of lrag, for
instance, st some 17 members in the great
Mujlis at Baghdad, HBul the mountains are
still inclined to put local affairs ahead of any
Federal fssue, and they disapprove beartily
of both taxation and army conscription,

Sheik Mahmud's War with the RAF

Rarely has a lender formed the nucleus of
4 nation among the tribes by cheer strength ol
personality, s did Sheik Mohmud in the free-
for-all of the lnst postwar period.

No one might have objected to the im-
perium of Sheik Mahmud had not his rifle
men come into collision with the police force
of the lowlands, which for the moment hap-
pened to be the British Roval Air Force.

The Kurds were willing to decide the jstue
by a test of urms in the anclent and hondrable
fashion, with sharpshooters defending their
ravines and commandes raiding the enemy
tor supplies.

such vombat, however, did not prove to be
the idea of the modern-minded RAF fivers.

The avintors devised a technigue new to
the Kurds, which was to fly over a helligerent
mountain village and drop bombs,

The Kurds would hastily leave their stone
and thatch huts, taking their animals and pos-
sessions up info hillside refreats.  There they
wiuld watch with amazement the bombing of
their empty village. Then they would return
to rehabilitate themeslves,

This process went on for months. The
hurds could sccomplish little against  the
planes except to waste valusble cartridiges.
No RATF soldiery nppeared afoot in the hills
for an honest set-to.  Also, the women became
weary of housekeeping in caves,

Legend has it that at last a chil was re-
ceiverd a1 RAF heardquarters complaining, “1f
vou do not come down and fght, we will b
forcerd to make survender.”

After veurs of campaigning, the RAF be-
stowed a title on Sheik Mahmud.  He became
honorary Trainer in Chiel to the RAF, The
hurds granted supremacy to the RAF—n
the air. S0 today there Is mutual respect,

An unwritten truce holds good between the
Kurds and British, although the mountaineer=
are still defending their lofty vallevs, rifle in
hand, agalnst other adversaries. 1 had the
goid fortune to meet Sheik Malmud riding
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with a mountéd bodyguard over his pasture-
lands near Sulaimaniva (page 407).

The grav-eved veteran of o former war did
not look older than fifty as he swung down
easily from his horse to greet me. He could
still bring down 0 running gazelle st two hun-
dred vards with a single shol.

His good health he attributed to his peace
of mind. He had given away his lands ex-
cepil the pastures to his three sons, Anmd he
chose to remain a spectator of Warkl War 1L

Onee, hall a dozen vears ago, Sheik Mah-
mud had been persuaded 1o make his home n
the lowland metropolis of Baghdad,  For
three days be had tried city Hie. 1 found no
place to ride my horse,” he explained. “How
vould T ride out on paved streets or the flat
clay plain from which no hills could be
spen P

S0 he wenl back promptly to his hunting
and caltle raising in these hills thot had been
his battlefield twenty years before,

Trunsplanting of Tribes Failed to Work

About the time the RAF wis trving con-
clusions with the Kurds; the Turkish leader
Mustafa Kemal Pasha (later Aratiirk) was
foshioning his modern State around Anatolia;
in Tran, Reza Shah Pahlevi was doing the same,
These two dynamic planners found the feudal.
minded, combative tribes along the frontiers
g very =olid obstacle to their nation-making.

Atatiick  outlawed the Rurdish  language
il sturted forcible transplanting of the moun-
tain communities around Lake Van (Van
(Giilii ), in the east, to towns in western Turkey.

Reza Shah undertook to liguidate leader-
ship among the Bakhtiari by quartering the
top. men in jails,  Muortess Koli Khan was
the only Bakhtisri leader with whom T talked
who haid not spent some vears behind bars,

An experienced wldier, Reza Shah pushed
his roaids and army posts far up into the moun-
taing among the Lurs and Kurds, ordered the
customury migetions lo cease, and Tollowed
Atatirk's  example in  transplanting  some
tribwes, exchanging Bakhtiars groups for Turko-
mans from near the Caspian,

This forcible graiting did pot work out too
h-tl}“}[.'liljh

“When the animals could not be token
over 1o the winter pastures,” said n Bakhriar,
“a large number of them died. Of the sheep,
only one in five survived."”

Az to the interchange of tribal groups; the
older men shook their heads. “We did not
know the Turkoman land, and the Turkomans
did not know how to cultivate our land.”

Some of the Lurs were brught down from
the heights amd seltled in huts near Khir-

of [ran and lrag 401

ramabad, on the wiarm western sopes. . But
the Lurs, dispirited, took to sitting inside the
huts, losing vitality.  Malarin exacted o heavy
toll.  They had been accustomed to migrating
north and east at the end of winter. thus escap-
ing the spring beat with iz crop of mesquitoes,
Over in Iraq, the Kurds nssert that con-
ditions  have been better for them under
King Felsal and the Hritish during the mit-
date test period than in either Turkey or Tron,
Today in Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlevi,
the Swiss-educated =on of the former Shak, is
meeting the leaders of the hinterland tribes
in person-to-person tlks o heal the age-old
feud.  Tomurrow may see an entente estab-
lished between highlanders and lowlanders.

Religious Tolerance Amid the Mountains

The mountains have grown tolerant, during
2 500 vears and Jonger, of a man’s religlon.
The cold winds and the wast slopes seem to
make one congregation of all human beings.

In the snow passes T saw wanderers pul
stones or tie rags about the open-air shrines.

Farther down, the tree-grown courtyards of
small mosques serve as community centers
where women especially sit to talk things over.

In the northern foothills monssteries and
shrines preserve the Hiturgy of early Christion-
ity, 1 heard one Gregorian chant in Arabic!

These are farmland monasteries. The
priests sustain themselves by working the
fields. Such an establishment is Al Cosh,
near Maosul, which we reached by a two-hour
crive from Mosul followed by o climb on foot
tiv the base of a clili where the hermits had
once hewn caves in the same mck,

Reaching the vineyards and wheat fields
of the monastery, we passed flocks tended by
silent Yezidis in their high-shouldered cnpes
made of whole cheepskins.

My companion, an Assyrinn, said that the
Yeuidis were the shvest of all the mountain
folk. They have a horror of doing the things
we think necessary, such as speaking to stran-
gers or lenrning to read.

Far off in the mists along the mountain wall
we could make out the pinnacle height of
Shaikh Adi, the shrine of the Yeridis,

This ﬁht?'nhcrd folk has eollected a secret
pantheon of the oldest deitips of human belngs,
including the Zoroastrinn worship of the sun
at rising und setting, reverence for a snake,
fear of Satan, and devotion to the emblem of
Malik Taos, a brass peacock. Gentlest of
all the buckward mountain people, they are
alsn the most stubborm in clinging to their
peculinr credo (pages 388, 399),

The existing monastery of Al Qosh is much
more moden than the hermit caverns of the



LA ) MORa e gne AR AR [ 1" JENRY THLL It TR 17 (B L s EALRT B (R T VR 1] i Ueslodiry i) gy
Ui eIt 0 paptoddan puM L Supia BUPHLS (OOR06 W] oI di CMATEEEERG ] SV uappesaaad s 0 TEupEgmp) 6 3Ua0 pro-adn sy

biaj i spany Sip jo ssarmmbpeag] ‘e munng JO aammor) gl AR SEORUY PUR URIc) 8 s siaune

8| 1 A3




TOTH GO VRETLI SMIVLIES B3] SVOEE EEOIMAEE BUOISER (33} souIne WIEG-PRM Paaacd fagQ Eeqaadoy pongl sdppy oy R — | I [T wfi47) ]

P[HE B S k] CHEHERE] A PR Wi (LTEE LA BRI T ATEF IR B | gy [ S WFE] ANPIMIEE J0 W 3t edA01m iy Uifraiey,  pErsail sy eunsse]]

BOTIEEL[IAIT) UAOUN=]821:] 2ifl pajeas’y pub :_.._._... iEa L i's PaImiansty un wshog] PAFIDG WAL 3] PULLiisg _u___.q_ |




| E il ELie Wil RjEna i gpps Ciainias iopae daaly

i uap tmgE Ao A 0008 jean  nEysdgE-101a] MT RSP [FERIR Y - Ak WA LT gpyE o aped @) #upEn A LU ED aa
L ol Siae g [ gh SR [ BAA Y R S op alEADA | RINOUNIEE B e jiWe e SR (Rl aig it g Ay Suniay

:_:: ___.._r_._..__.q.u Ly ,.._._..p__: Tr...n.____._.r_. .__._._._ ....}_.:._“h m.._.__._. "..:__..: dii .:._H._.._._”.r._ _-?.m .._..._._.- ________.._._.: .._.u_..._._.___-..r”







4046

cliff, known as Rablun Hormizd. The Nes.
torians in the gray stone monastery exploined
that it wus no longer necessary to cling to the
security of the clifl,

The president. Yussul Dadisov, apologized
for the poor cuality of the bread offered us
Thi munastery, he sald, had to feed so many
transients during this wor that they had been
compelled to mix barley with the wheat.

Sented] on the carpet-covered wall divans of
the reception room, the bearded priests of Al
{hesh asked] engerly how the Albied campaign
in Ttaly was progressing. The older ones, As-
syrinns as well a3 Arabs, smoked slender three-
oot pipes us they listened.

It was an evenl for the mohastery whén
visitors arrived with pews of happenings m
Furope, and they reciprocated by showing me
munuscripts from the library in Estrangelo
(from archaic Greek), Syrinc, and Chaldean.

Nestarians Have Paper Shortage, Too

Dadisov explained in luent French that the
prieste kept up the age-old task of Muminat-
ifg fexts by hand. He himself had done so
until n few years ago,

“That meésns vou pre not doing it now?"
T asked.

“Nn, because of the war—the paper short-
ape."

When we poassed through the monastery
chapel, 1 noticed a shrine to St George, that
fnvared patrom of the East, Near the door
an inscription in Koranic Arabic reminded
the visitne that prayer was good.  Amd. almost
Invisible on it= pedestal, I saw a small brass
peacock, sacred o those of the Yezidi faith.

The Nestoriun Christian chareh of Al Qnsh
wis prepared to minister to all who entered its
portals, including the Yeridis!

No matter how far T penetrated the moun-
bpins, T heard this gquestion echoed: What is
vAmericn going 1o do at the end of this war?
Nod that these folk of an Asiatic hlimd spot
expect America to have any foothold in their
region, It is simply that in their minds
Amirica has hecome a svmbol of a foree for
the right, like the 5, George of medicval 1ra-
dition, Being so far away, they have ilealized
g5, But the ideal means much to them.

What s the outlook for the mountain folk.
the tribes of yvesterday, as they attempt to
change over from medieval Hfe to modern,
in the wake of World War 172

O the debit side, more than 90 percent of
them are still oxen plowers, or artisans worlks-
ing by hond with the tools of their grand-
fathers' day. Barely 10 percent enn read,
even Lhe Shah Nemah (page 388).

To the moder-minded, Tehran-educated

The National Geographic Magazing

wife of Ahmad Euli Khan Bakhtlarl, T sug-
pested that Joud-speakers might be installed
in the Bakhtizti villages to provide radio
eddification fur those who could not reml

“Goodness, no!”  She laughed. 1t would
aply scare them. Evervbody would run
awayl"

You can't draw up & blueprint to change
avernight the Old World method by which
the animals live on grass, the people on the
animals. _

On the credit side, the tribes have high
physical vitality and quick natural intelli-
gence: also, ideals wpspoiled as vet.  This
sturdy hillman stock, bred in a cold climate,
hns been giving better blood infusions to the
heat-ridden lowlanders for centuries.

The discovery of oil along the western
slopes hus confronted the tribes with one of
the bigeest industrinl giants of today,  Anglo-
Tranian Oil Company wells have been pro-
ducing for more than 30 wvears in whot was
the feudal domain of the Bakhtiari

In the early stages of the development an
annual payment of three peroent of pet profits
wis made to the (op Bakhtian familics, who in
turmn guarded the pipelines stretching down to
ihe Abadan refinery, _

In the 1930° the Khans sold their shares
to the Tranian Government, which now main-
tuins law and order in this area.

Same 10 pipelines now connect the fields
with the Abadan refinery.

Similarly, farther north; wells of the Tray
Petroleurn  Company  have been munk  in
ancient Kurdish terrnin, where once ever-
lasting fire burned from escaping nitural gas,
through which Abednego and his companions
walked, trusting in the Lord { Dandel 3). That
particular flame wais put out when the region
wis blacked out in 1941-42, st the time when
the Luftwafie wins winging that way.

Here ail {3 paying the way for irrigation.
According to a 1943 survey made by an Amer-
jcan mission headed by Dr. E. L. DeGolyer,
formerly Assistant Deputy Pettoleum Admin-
Istrator, a lorge part of the world's oil reserves
mav be found under pr penr these mountains.

These rovalties OGnance the chaining of
rivers. Not far above Al Qosh monastery
the swift gray waters of the Great Zab are
to be stored by adam. Above Murtesa Khan's
city, an American engioeer wis compleling 3
survey of the upper Karun, which may be
diverted castward to brlgate the plain srownd
Tsfaban. Waork on this project began, by the
way, at commnd of Derfus, King of Kings,
more than 24 centuries agol

Az in Oklahoma; Californing and elsewhere,
dividends from oil are building new hospitals
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Kordish Tribesmen Spread o Curpet us Tableeloth and Ear with Their Hands

N bromged burliin, effective acmior gguinst e, sdorns the cied el A visiting muftah (ripht ' wenrs oo thick
Poit viest resembling wiile jackot il Keepe out oy witds. These Rowandus tridwesmen v bn Y e ea=t of Mosal

nidl =chooks in This nterTond. Bt what sird el U of small eommimitiies of 1in more [han
I academies can be huilt for the monntnin 100 families apiece. Each village has s grie-

fulk who migrate over 13,000-foot ratges? ing and cultivation area of MLy sgitire miles:
Murtesin. Khan has o simple dfvswer o The' lamiilies." tls Hakhtinr .-_._E-.'-_.;|||-.-i_
that: “Ii the people cannol stav with the will be near enotreh o thelr as reage o -
schonls, the schools must fullow the penple temd (o the herds. Thi berds will have land
That medns mobile clgssroom=, towed | in enough for their peeds.  Hul the |,,,_ will

trailers, complete with Hbrories, and oerioul-  have to stav higher gy deimewhere.

Lii ] :_||'.i"|".'llr':'l'." for demmonsteattion The Can these mooniiin I::.,,:_Ih_._ sl III'|IL::_I-.EiEI'_'
British alveady operate several mobile dis- on sheep, adapt themselves to modern life?

pensaries along the heights—one driven by a Phe communite of ""J|.|.iu|.|1|if~'-.= I -

womah  nurse—to combal malina, typhus, eastern Itaq, gives the answer, and—if it cmn
il vepdredl disease that creep up (rom th be believed—ile answer s ves,

[tvrlancs : v , ,
Youne Almind Kuli Khan Hakbtie has Bed Sheets Are Ouiside in bulll.:ll'nuuy:q
witrked out a solution of the touphes probilem This progressive city of some 20,000 I, pua e
of settling the migratory tribes,  Since they 402), whose pame is hardly known in the
llve on the animals, he expliing, the mly thing  West, is 3 pattern of the progress that Y
to do s to find @ good homesite for the hersds.  come, the remaking of the mountaln. world.

He s experimenting with sych a settlement It 5 almost entirely Kurdish, from the mule
near - Shalonmear, ut about the 8,000-foot Jevel ciirgvans that drop down the hillsides with
Heing ahove the winter snow line, it has water  their Juds of womd and woul, to the olisn
andd lertde sotl, Annual erops can be planted;  gray stones of its hospital und girds' sihool,
foddider can be grown to feed cattle and horses » See “Huhitvit: Por of Pesils 250 Petraletin th
m winfer winen the herids onnot priss; Maymard Owen Williams, Natosxar G

i CEs N AT
Fhis settlement forms 4 vast dispersal area  Macsnsr, Feliruary, 1940



408

I vour are o zuest of Sulasimaniva, vou learn
the menning of resl hospitality.  You shéep in
its hest house, whoever the owner may be.

I slegt curled upon a soft matiress on the
{lekar between black felt robes anid embroidered
ruilts, with nice clean sheets oufide, This
setupe hept me warm in spite of winds oy [rom
the bhreath of the spow summits above.

No one called me, because it would be
rudeness unthinkalile o wake a sleeping guest,
| woke when o rooster crowed outside the
harred fand closed) windows,

When I ativred, reaching for cigarettes, two
menservante  huily like wrestlers cardied in
n big hrngier with costls already glowing,  They
put down the heat on a Persian carpet that
would be a museum piece in the West.

A valot in European dress, but knowing no
Lenguage that T kpew, took his stand by the
door tn waitl for arders,

oChai 1 requested), expecting anly the in-
evitable breakinst tea. But the Kurdish idea
of hreakfast runs to more than tea.  True, an
aversize Lrass-and-silver-inlay tray appeared
with the makings of téea on It

The valet, however, presented after this a
bowl of grapes anil oranges, a platter of as-
sorted strips of bread with strong cheese on
the side, a dish of half a doezen ews Tried
tugether on farley cabes, with o final course
of sweethrends, honey, and dates.

Shaved, dresserd, and fed, 1 wondered how
to talk with the people of the house. The valet
ushered in o stranger in Eoropean dress who
cxplained in English that he was a schoul-
tescher, come to interprel my commands.

“He fs sick,” the interproter explained to
me.  “The gettleman, your host.  This e
his house, and he is grieved becouse he cinnot
et out of bed. S0 he begs that you will come
mani anvthing.”

Hearing radio musie. T Tound my way dut
to the room of state. There sat a dozen men
i European clothes, walting to greet the first
American writer (o visit Sulaimaniva.  Among
them were the directior of education, phys-
cians, scholars, unfversity groduntes, speaking
English, French, Arabic, as well as Kurdish

“What die Americans think,” they hsked
eagerly, "of the Kuarde3"

“ Americans,” 1 parried, “know almost noth-
ing about the Kunds"

“Hut what do thev think?"

“They think,” T admitted truthfully, “that
vonr are o few wild tribes somewhere in Asia,
who mussacre people.”’

My hosts looked at each other and laughesd,

They showed me a copy of Zhin, the hews
{_ufmr published in Sulaimaniya  (religion and
politics barred from its columns).  They 1ok

The National Geographic Magazine

me to classromes where 11-vear-old Kunlish
and Amb bovs read alood in Fagelish

A groddunte of the American University of
Relrut [ Bevrouth)® hrought out a chart, in
the hospital, showing field stations: organieed
tn fight malaria, They produced volumes of
proverts, folklore, texthooks, and essays on
the setup of modern democracios:

Last to eome in was a fine two-volume his-
torv of the Kurds,

A present,” they explained, “frum the son
of Sheik Mahmud” (page 400).

At the end of the dav T lelt Hke o Connecti-
cut Yankes who had found himeell an lgno-
ramus af the court of King Arthur and his
peirs!

In taking leave, 1 noticed a very tall hag-
gardbman in o dressing gown leaning on the
arm 'of a servant by the door; | had =< met
him before and asked who he was,

“The owner of this house,” they expliined.

My host had gor out of o sickbed to tell o
guest good-bye at the door,

“He save they interpreted, “thal he hopes
vou will not farget the Kurds.”

N ome i it at Sulaimaniyz. Only
wveral days later in Mosul did 1 leam that
a smafl war was going on at the time in an
adjoining valley some 80 miles from Sulad-
marnivi as the cagle Aies!

Breeding Ground of o New SocietyF

T was sorry o turn my back on the heights
after months of visiting with the hill chief-
tmins.  In the corridor of the sleeper pulling
oyt of Mosul strangers pushed by me without
4 word, There was no heat in the car. A
stgn beneath the window said in four Jon-
guages, inchiding Turkish, that it was dan-
gerons to leian out of the window, '

The mountains hod become only a blur on
the skvline. Aml with them | was leaving
the tie of simple human Tellowship,

It enn't happen Womorrow, Tt may take a
seneration.  HBut this pever-never land, one of
the finest alping regions in the world, will
vease (0 be a lpekup,

Alrvady the roads are hetter,  Airfields are
tmking shape in the [oothills. With cheap
gasoline, wol o fresh stock of autos avallable
after the war, this upland {rom Ararat to
Abudan may become a rest center above the
heat-ridden  Middle East lowlinds and the
lireeding ground 'of a sturdy new <ociety.§

& Spp “Americnn Alma Maters in the Near East”
by Mavnard Owen Willipmes, NATIONAL ESGRAFHIC
Aldciueise, Augush, 1695

tFur oddifional articles 0 the Navwisar Gro-
sprarinne WAnares e on Tran and Tee, dep e " ymols-

tlae Trides to thie Mutons]l Cevprapbic Mamrine
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