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48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1994



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1991



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1999



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1992
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Acrylic 1989
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68cm x 48cm
Acrylic 1989
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48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1989



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1998



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1996









48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1999



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1999















48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1999



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1998
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Acrylic 1985
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48cm x 68cm Acrylic 1994



48cm x 68cm  Acrylic 1994
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his interviews it is noticeable there is also a women that played an important role a Caliographer
Roonak Jamil Saeb.

He was founder of Kurdish Institute of Fine Arts in Sulaymani, a major figure in the art scene
in Kurdistan.

His focus was landscape, Kurdish landscape was his main subject matters,

his style is instantly recognizable by those who are familiar with his paintings.

Hawraman was his favorite he painted scenes of Biara and Tawela, he talks about beautiful
trees, waterfalls, high picks and nicety of the people in Hawraman.

Azad was fascinated with early morning lights, he also loved village scene at dusk,
shepherds with the live stock returning from grazing, he recalls sound of shemshal by shephereds
(a Kurdish wind instrument) ‘these were my source of inspiration’ Azad says. Vivid colours are
prominent in his work.

Other areas of Kurdistan that he mentions in his writings influenced his paintings were:
Peshdar, Ranya, as well as Villages in Garmian such as Agjalar and Sangaw he used to visit these
places often, some of his students were from these areas, his students & their families.

He comes from a family of painters his father Mahmood shawqi and his brothers were also
visual artist. He talks about his family in details in one of his interviews, all of his brothers and sisters
are in arts, some are accomplished artists as well as playing a part in teaching arts, he comes from a
big family of artists.

He was an Art teacher most of his life, he also lectured arts in Saudi Arabia in 1969 for period
of 2 years.

Later in his life Azad went to Paris spent 8 to 9 days 'l did not see The Louvre’ he said, | did
not become Haji hunar (a term referred to when Muslim people visit Mecca called Haji, hunar means
art in Kurdish) in here he was demonstrating the importance of artist visiting major art museums in
the world. ( He believed Louver was a Mecca for Artists, it's a must for every artist to visit).

He was extremely active in setting up various different art organization, some believe he was
back bone of art movements in Kurdistan.

He was running children education department within education system for 13 years, a very
influential figure in development of children education in Kurdistan and Sulaymani in particular.

Azad was also a very good makeup artist for theatre among many talents that he had.

In summary Azad was enjoying working with people, he was source of inspiration for other
artist, he had an incredible energy to set up new arts activity, Azad was first to set up a museum in
Sulaymani for Kurdish artifacts and costumes.

His work were shown in Germany, Baghdad, Beirut, Ryadh, Arbil and Sulaymani.

Artists , writers, poets & teachers in Kurdistan remember Azad as an energetic, active and
determined with range of talents in theatre as well as an accomplished painter/fine artists.
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Azad Mahmood Abdulgader Shawqi
1929 - 2002

Azad Shawqi was a well known Kurdish artist, studied art in Baghdad , his childhood was
spent in Kerkuk, Arbil and Diwania he was an influential figure in development of arts in Iraq and in
particular in Kurdistan.

His first teacher in Kerkuk was late Rafiq Aali had an important role to play when he was
young. He was fascinated with old buildings in Kerkuk castle, churches, mosques and other old
buildings around him in the city.

He moved to Diwania in 1943 for period of 3 years due his father's work relocation.

In this city with help of his teachers and accessing the city Library, he was exposed to number
of great writers suggested by his teachers, he was very much guided and encouraged by his peers to
the arts. It was here for the first time he started to play a part in theatre, his first play was in English
language in Diwania.

In 1946 he moved back to Kerkuk another work relocation by his father.

During this period he was introduced to number of well know artist in Kerkuk at the time, such
as Mahmood al-Obidy, Dr. Sanan Saeed and Sediq Ahmad.

He finished his art education in 1953 and was accepted in Baghdad Institute of Arts.

Some influential figures in Azad’s artistic development were from kerkuk such as

Artists Dr.Sanan Saeed and Mahmood Al-Obidy as well as Novelist Abdul Samad Khanaqa,
critics Abdul Aziz Khanaqa, poet Hadi Mardan and writer translator Ibrahim Mohamad Ali.

When he started in Baghdad to study art, there were only 3 departments, painting, sculpture
and music, he played a part in development of arts in Baghdad.

His teachers in Baghdad were Faeq Hassan, Ismaeil Alsheikhi, Aga Sabri and Faraj Abu.
Azad Shawqi remembers these teachers with fund memories and had a special respect for them all.

He was soon became close to number of other students that were studying at the same
institute, one of the most important one was the late Haqi Al-Shbli that had palyed an important role
in Azad's artistic development.

Azad became an art teacher in 211955/11/ in Sulaymani among many of his students Azad
talked about Qader Mohamad Saeed, Rauoof Ali Saeed, Gah Khalil, Aziz Morad and Faeq Ali
Rasheed all of them active in the art scene in Kurdistan.

He was founder of Childreen theatre in Iraq, Azad was also founder of an art centre in
Sulaymani, this art centre was established on 211958/3/ Azad was instrumental in setting up the
art centre number of intellectuals and officials in town were helpful and supported Azad Shawgi to
set up this new arts centre. He was running the centre for number of years, the only other one that
existed were in Baghdad at the time. Azad was a pioneer in arts development in Kurdistan.

Azad remembers 1950’s well among many well know artists at the time that he mentions in
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