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Abstract

This book consider political development in Kurdistan (The zone
that come under the influence of the Ottoman empire) between 1514-
1851,emphasizing the changes in politics which Kurdistan had
witnessed under the influence of the Ottomans ,and the types of the
politics they pursued towards the country in order to subdue and
intensify their actual hegemony on it. And at the same time the study
takes up the subject of the continuation and the development that the
legitimate Kurdish political power and entities had witnessed .and
which are represented by the factual existence of the plethora of
Kurdish hereditary emirates in Kurdistan up to the middle of 19"
century. Also its internal political development embodied in the
crystallization of the Kurdish nationalist consciousness then
conducting uprisings of clear nationalist and patriotic aims, without
paying much attention to other economical and social aspects save to
the degree that they are related to its political development and
political objectives.

The subject of the study is distributed on five chapters; the first
chapter is devoted to the political situation in Kurdistan before the
extension of the ottoman influence to it. It also determines and draws
its political maps, it was standing at the inception of the 16™ century.
In it the more important of the Kurdish principalities are sited and
located, then the chapter demonstrates the Safavids expansion in
Kurdistan together with an expansion of their policy vis-a-vis the
Kurdish emirates, and which was characterized with mistrust. Then it
takes up the roots of the Ottoman —Safavid rivalry and struggle on
Kurdistan which led to the decisive battle of Chaldiran in 1514, and as
a result of which the Ottomans come out victorious with the assistance
of the Kurdish people. Then it defines the consequences resulting from
the battle , and which ended up by the removal of the Safavid
influence in Kurdistan .Also as a result of the Kurdish widespread
revolts against them throughout most of the Kurdish country after the
battle .
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against the Ottomans dominance. The second section considers the
attitudes of both Iran and Russia in Ottoman Kurdistan. The Persian
policy was confined in her ambition in regaining her domination
which she had lost as a result of the battle of Chaldiran, to that part of
Kurdistan which is situated to the west of the Zagros mountains. It
resulted in her constant interference in Kurdistan internal affairs, the
section also demonstrates the Ottoman —Persian rivalry on Kurdistan,
and which had taken the shape of intermittent wars which are
interspersed with treaties that ended these wars temporarily. In the end
it deals with the Russian policy in Kurdistan and which is embodied in
attempts to gain their loyalty of Kurdish chieftains and take advantage
of their military forces against the Ottomans.

Chapter five is devoted to an expatiation of the so-called in the
second Ottoman campaign on Kurdistan and the fall of the Kurdish
hereditary principalities, the new Ottoman policy of reforms had
resulted in attempts of the enforcement of the central hegemony on the
Ottoman provinces. And these attempts also engulfed Kurdistan which
was riddled with armed revolts caused by the extremely bad situation
in the second quarter of the 19" century. The Ottoman state had
provided for a wide range campaign under the command of
Muhammad Rashid pasha and after him Hafiz pasha to recapture
Kurdistan, which was subjected to most abject injustices and
destruction, and as a result of this onslaught the Kurdish principalities
had fallen one after the other, such that successively the Soran emirate
fell in 1836 after destruction of the uprising of Muhammad pasha of
rawanduz, then the principality of badinan (1842) after a stiff
resistance, then Botan (1847) when the Ottoman could prevail the
insurrection of the Emir Bedirxan, after wards there came the end of
Haqqari principality in 1849, and then Bitlis in the same year, and then
the Baban emirates in185.and with these the chapter of the Kurdish
legitimate political entities was closed in the history of Kurdistan.

The book closes with a study the factors of the failure of the
Kurdish resistance, then the most important consequences which were
resulted from the last campaign.
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Chapter two considers the process of the Ottoman attempts to
extend their influence in Kurdistan. It comprises three section: the first
takes up the Ottoman expansion in Kurdistan during the reign of
Sultan Salem I and it continues to demonstrate the Ottoman —Safavid
struggle , which reached the depth of Kurdistan and the common
Kurdistan —Ottoman military operations against the remaining Safavid
garrisons in some parts of Kurdistan and which by the decisive battle
of Koch hasar in 1516 which resulted in the defeat of Safavids and the
end of their influence in the west of Zagros mountains.

The second section studies the Ottoman political and administrative
organization in Kurdistan after the joining of considerable parts of
Kurdistan nominally to the Ottoman influence ,it considers the
Kurdish —Ottoman treaty in 1514 which organized the relation
between the two parties ,then the firman (decree) of Sultan Salem I to
Idris Bitlisi to commission him the task of the political and
administrative organization of Kurdistan , it ends with an evaluation of
the personality of Bitlisi and his role in Kurdish history .Section three
is devoted to the expansions effected during the rule of Sulaiman the
magnificent who directed two campaigns towards Iran , conquering
some additional parts of Kurdistan such as the regions of Van
,Erzarom and Shahrazour , and also define the Ottoman attitude
towards the Ardalan Emirate which opposed the Ottoman influence for
some time .It then illustrates the administrative organization of Sultan
Sulaiman in Kurdistan.

In chapter three the book studies the types of the polices pursued
by the Ottomans to consolidate their influence in Kurdistan, pointing
out the most important polices and their aims and the method of the
execution and the supporting factors to carry them out, with giving
some example in which the Ottoman authorities applied these policies
in order that the subject takes its proper shape.

Chapter four is dedicated to the study of the attitudes of the
Kurdish emirates and the neighboring states vis-a-vis the domination
of the Ottoman Empire on Kurdistan, and which is divided into two
sections; the first takes up the Kurdish position s which had taken two
shapes; the was represented in the negative view point towards the
Ottomans, and the second embodied in armed activities and uprisings
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