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"RESIDENCE IN KOORDISTAN,
&e.

CHAPTER XII.

Departure from Sulimania—Description of the Country—Village
of Derghezeen—Omar Aga—His Son—The Pass of Derbend—
Leave Koordistan—News from Sulimania—Omar Aga’s dis-
appointment — Fine Plain—Villages—Artificial Mount—The
River Caprus, or Lesser Zab—Altoon Kiupri—Camp of Faris
Aga—His inhospitality—First Sight of Arbil—Description of
the City—The Plain of Arbela—Gaugamela—Mount Makloube
—7Yezid Village of Kellek—The River Zab or Lycus—Face of
the Country—The Ghazir Soo or Bumadus—Hajee Jurjees Aga
—Town of Kermelis—Ruins of Nineveh—Arrival at Mousul.

" October 21.—WE bade farewell with unfeigned sor-
row to many friends, and mounting our horses at
about half-past six in the morning, we quitted the
garden of our estimable and kind friend the Pasha,
and proceeded over an undulating country across the
plain of Sulimania, passing on our left hand the large
village of Ak Boolak. The whole plain is higher on
this than on the western side, and slopes down
more than half way to the opposite hills. At about
a mile and a half from Sulimania we reached the
Tanjeroo or Sertchinar river, which we had passed
on our journey from Bagdad, and which was now
& ..ere brook, though its bed is not less than a

huudred yards over. On its right bank was the
Vou. II. / B



2 DESCRIPTION OF [cH. x11.

village of Eliaseh, After passing the large village
of Bavun Mirdeh, or Father-is-dead, at twenty-
five minutes past nine we came to that of Kelespee
or Teperesh, which is situated a little below the
mount near which we encamped on our road, to
Sulimania from Bagdad. Here we halted for the
day, notwithstanding the village is but an indifferent
one. The “peasants were all busy getting in the
cotton harvest, which contributed to enliven the
scene.. The lands hereabouts are watered by a little
stream, which, running south and a little east, falls
into the Tanjeroo river. Goodroon was at this spot,
just opposite to us, forming a wall of rock, and
inclining about north-west and south-east. The
western range of hills was visible about a mile or
amile and a half off, crowned generally by a crest or
line of rock, which grows higher as it proceeds
southward. The rock shows itself also from the
sides of the hills in some craggy fragments, as if the

hills were in a state of decay. Northward, at the

distance of two or three miles, these hills send forth
a low range which joins Goodroon, and seems to
close the vale of Sulimania in that direction. On
this low range is the mount and remains of Ker-
wanan *. TFarther on behind Goodroon appear the
huge bare rocks of Koorkoor.

Thermometer—2 p.M. 85°; 10 p.M. 59°.

* One of the roads from Sulimania to Keuy Sanjiak passes by
Kerwanan, and keeps through Soordash along Goodroon. Distance
fourteen hours, '

!




CH. XIL] THE COUNTRY. 3

October 22.—We mounted at twenty minutes past
six this morning, and were obliged to go a good
deal to the north-west, in order to avoid a morass.
The air. about sunrise was very sharp. Soon after
seven we came to the Mount of Taslujee, the place
where the line of hills is broadest and lowest, and
has not the stony crest which appears at intervals
along the summit of the rest of the range, whose in-
crease in height above the plain to the south-east is
probably from the sinking of the plain in that
direction towards the river Diala. The same is the
case with the plain of Bazian, into which we de-
scended after a very gentle ascent about eight
o'clock. This plain is divided in the centre by a
line of lower hills than Karadagh, which appeared to
terminate a little to the south of our road, and the
composition of which was sandstone, the layers rising
to the east and inclining down to the west. We
met hereabouts some men leading a colt for sale
to Sulimania from Kerkook. I took a fancy to it,
and struck a bargain and purchased it for one hun-
dred and fifty Eyn piastres *. This transaction did
not detain us, as the men turned back and bargained
with us as we jogged on %.

& The value of the Eyn piastre was at that time from 2s to
2s, 6d.—Ed.

+ The perpendicular rock, of which I observed the azimuth at
Sulimania, and which is put down in my astronomical journal as
Ardalan, was on our right in a north-west direction. It is a crest,

B2



4 VILLAGERS GATHERING COTTON. [CH. XIL

At twenty-five minutes. past ten we turned south-
west o the village of Derghezeen, the hills whioh
divided the plain making ‘a similar bend, and toon
gradually terminating. ' Derghezeen lies under a
little range of hills which come from near Derbend
and runs towards those which divide the plain;
though it terminates before it reaches them, leaving
an opening in the western division of the plain of
Bazian. We arrived at the village at ten minutes
before eleven, and oceupied our old encamping
ground.

The inhabitants of all the villages we passed were
out gathering cotton, which was a very pleasant,
cheerful, and even novel sight, as, except on occa-
sions like the present, the roads are very still and
‘solitary throughout the East. The people of Derg-

/hezeen are of Turcoman origin, and still retain their
language, and their appearance is sufficiently distin-
guishable from that of the Koordish peasantry. Our
excellent friend Omar Aga, T am happy to say, is
still our mehmandar. - I applied to the government
at Sulimania to restore to him some villages, of
which- he had been deprived in a most shameful
way. They have promised to oblige me, and he has
remained behind to secure them, but he has sent
most of his men with me. Nearly two hundred per-
sons depend on him and look to him for support.

on the top of the hills which form the west boundary of the plain
or vale of Sulimania.



CH. XII.] PASS OF DERBEND. 5

The family of a person like him in Koordistan:€oon-
becomes quite a tribe. Two of his men, Faki Kader-
and Awraman, have taken a great liking to me:
they stick to me wherever I go, and follow all my
motions. If I stop,they are both by me in an in-
stant ; if I look at any thing, they prick up their
ears, look in my face, and then in the direction I am
looking at. They are quite my shadows.

Avla, Omar Aga’s youngest son, a boy of seven
years old, arrived at our camp to-night from Suli-
mania, with only a lad about his own age. He had
just got his father to say he might go with us, when-
in a moment he took him at his word, and while he.
was engaged at breakfust very quietly packed. up. his
little baggage, saddled his horse.and made a journey
at one ride which we had been two in performing.

Thermometer—6 A.M. 56°3 2 p.mM. 84°; 10 p.mM.
64"
October 23.—We were off by half past six this
morning, and proceeded up the valley formed by
a small line of hills just behind Derghezeen, and
another similar one opposite, also coming north-west
from Derbend and running to Bazian. At twenty
minutes past seven‘we passed through Derbend. The
layers of the mountain are bent down on each side as
if on purpose to form the pass. Just outside the:
pass rises a layer of rock parallel with the mountain
as if it were part of its ruin ; and outside of all, at,
the foot of the mountain, which is & prolongation of



6 _THE CAULDRON. [ca. x11.

the Karadagh *, the strata are very curiously bent
and undulating. In the mouth of the pass is a little
square ruin like a fort, and in it a well lined with
very large stones has lately been discovered.

From the Pass of Derbend we proceeded in a
south-west direction.! Before us rose the little fur-
rowed line of hills of Gheshee Khan and Kara
Hassan, rupning north-west and south-east. On
our right hand the level of the country sunk at once
in an ebrupt and ruinous manner, as if it had
fallen in to the depth of more than a hundred feet,
and was curiously marked by parallel ribs of sand-’
stone at equal intervals, all running from north-west
to south-east, and like all the strata we have just
passed, rising to the east and falling to the west,
with a very considerable dip. The bottom of this
Cauldron was again furrowed and cut up by water-
courses, in many of which nitre was discoverable.
The soil was generally of a very dark red colour.
We descended into it at half past seven, and kept
through it for the remainder of our day’s journey.

* The Karadagh runs up to Derbend i Bazian, and thence,
after running a little way straight like a wall, it runs a little west
and forms the hill of Tchermala ; thence it turns more west and
forns that of Khalkhalan. The Karadagh diminishes in height
all the way from the Seghirmeh, which is very high, and towers
above all the other mountains in the distance. Tchermala and
Khalkhalan are inconsiderable. They seem of earth, and their
sides are much furrowed. Soon after this line of hills terminates
or loses itself. Aghjalar is a district beyond Tchermala, reaching
to the Keuy Sanjiak river, and contains ten villages,




CH. XiL] THE KERKOOK HILLS. 7

We soon after came to the little village of Sheikh
Weisi in the district of Shuan, and here we found
we had come a little out of our way, and we turned
S. 45 W. in order to regain our right road.

We observed great quantities of oleander growing
by the sides of the little streams. We reached
our true road at a quarter to nine. The country
round us had a most strange appearance, and looked
as if it had been ruled off into parallel oblique lines
by layers of crumbling sandstone just rising above
the soil.

At half past ten we'came to the large village of
Ghezalan, where we saw some Jews.! The people of
this part of the country seem to be Tcheragh Sonde-
rans, or light-extinguishers*, Soon after leaving
this village, the level began to rise again, and our
road was very broken and hilly. We arrived at our
resting-place for the day at the village of Ghulum-
kowa, in the district of Shuan, at ten minutes past
twelve ; having been five hours and forty minutes on
our march, and having had a very unpleasant day’s
journey over very troublesome roads, and through a
hideous country.: The Kerkook hills appeared from
hence like a flat plateau, descending by a step
broken and furrowed, into the tract of country be.
tween them and Derbend.

Thermometer—6 A.M. 62°; 2 p.M. 84°; 10 p.M. 64°,

October 24.—Mounted as usual about a quarter

* See note, Vol. I, p. 26, -



‘8 SINGULAR TERRITORIAL REGULATION. [CH. XIT,

after six, and ascended out of the narrow ravine in
which the village of Ghulumkows is situated. The
‘soil of the country. was now all of earth and pebbles,
which seemingly cover the ribs of sandstone, seen in
the very hollow part we came through yesterday, and
the colour of the earth was not so red.' .

The whole tract, however, is still thrown up into
little hills, as I believe all such gravelly tracts are,
and scooped out into deep, abrupt ravines, sometimes
cut down by water-courses to the depth of sixty feet,
and in such places the soil alone was apparent ; that
is, even at that depth, no sandstone was to be seen.
The pebbles that I chiefly recognized were sand-
stone, marble, or gypsum, and limestone. We passed
two ‘very deep aud somewhat difficult ravines, the
ascents of which were more considerable than the
descents, and soon after reached the village of Ghiul-
kowa. We were still in the district of Shuan, which
is regulated by a kind of territorial canon which I
do not thoroughly comprehend : the soil belongs to
Kerkook, but the peasantry to Koordistan. This
district sometimes depends on Sulimania, and some-
times on Keuy Sanjiak.

From Ghiulkowa our road wound along the tops
of this furrowed and hillocky country, which re-
sembles and is indeed a continuation of Kara-
Hassan ; but it is now of a very burnt and bare
appearance, and except a few fruit-trees seen here
and there in the hollows, nothing green is visible in
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any direction, We often thought of the pleasant
vales of Koordistas, beautiful even in their autumnal
decay. Old Goodroon still reared ‘his head in the
distance.

All' the waters, yesterday and to-day, ran to our
left hand. At half past seven, a road branched off a
little to the south of ours to Kerkook. Soon after
eight we were obliged to halt, to replace a shoe
which my horse had cast. Khalkhalan and Keuy
Sanjiak were hence due north of us. We mounted
again at half past eight. The country now was
rather less cut up, or at least not to that great depth;
and at ten minutes before ten we arrived at the
village of. Kafar, our place of rest for to-day. The
peasants are mostly in tents about the village. - Here
both lands. and . people belong to Kerkook, and we
have fairly bid adieu to. Koordistan. We were three
hours and thirty-five minutes performing our journey
of to-day.

Omar Aga joined us last night from Sulimania.
He tells us that Osman Bey has-at length consented
to go to Keuy Sanjiak. Poor Omar Aga has failed
in his application for the restoration of his villages,
and has brought with him all his men and family,
exeept the women. I will yet do what I can for him,

Thermometer—6 A.M. 50°; 2 p.m. 88°

October 25—We were off by six this morning;
our road N. 30 W. We descended into a valley,
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watered by a stream, which supplies many villages,
and a great number of mills with little square towers,
each in a cluster of trees, looking at a distance like
village churches. The valley gradually widened
down into the plain, I believe of Gieuk Dereh. The
stream runs into the Kiupri Soo. 'We passed many
villages, and, among the rest, one large one of the
.name of Omar Bey Keuy. - We bad now entered a
fine wide plain, still covered with pebbles, but much
cultivated. It was all corn land. - Large villages
were seen scattered about in every direction.! There
was one at the entrance of the valley into the plain,
with a small artificial mount close to it, the name of
which I could not learn. The Kizbeer hills were
before us, stretching from our left, and the plain
extended to the foot of them ; and on our right was
a continuation of the broken, hilly country we have
just left.

At half past ten we passed Gieuk Tepeh a village,
and a very large artificial mount, on our left. It was
due west and less than a mile from the road. The
mount was like a truncated pyramid, and had a lower
one projecting from it on the north-west, the whole
looking very Babylonian. About half an hour after«
wards, we passed another lesser mount, close to our
road ; and at mid-day arrived at Altoon Kiupri. The _
day was extremely hot, and the stage much longer
than I had expected. We occupied six hours and a
half in performing it.
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‘We descended to the river*® over immense beds of

pebbles, the bed and rocks of the river being con-.

cretions of pebbles also. The town is not seen till
you descend upon it. On the south bank a large
party of horse-artillery and bombardiers were en~
camped, who were just arrived from Constantinople
for the Pasha of Bagdad’s service. There were four
troops ; one company of bombardiers, fifteen pieces
of artillery, five hundred camel-loads of stores. We
passed over the very sharp high bridge which has
been lately repaired, and then through the town and
over the other bridge, and encamped on the flat
space near the north-west or right quarter.

The Tigris is eighteen hours’ travelling from
Altoon Kiupri, and when the river is very full a
kellek or raft will go in a day, but at this season of
the year it takes three days. The artillery above-
mentioned forded it, and found not more than three
or four feet water along a bank which sloped across
the stream 1. Keuy Sanjiak, which lies N. 35 E.,
is twelve hours’ fast walk of a horse from hence, and
eighteen caravan hours. There are two roads, one
of which lies along the right bank of the river,
which it quits about six hours from Keuy Sanjiak.
It is broken and hilly all the way, but there is no
_mountain to pass,

* The Altoon Soo, or the Caprus of antiquity; called the
Lesser Zab by Abulfeda.
t+ They also forded the Zab.
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A little below Kiupri, on the right bank, -are
some wharfs and store-houses for grain, &c. Here
the kelleks or rafts from Keuy Sanjiak unload, and
those for Bagdad are made up. The river is floatable
for . kelleks from Keuy Sanjiak to the Tigris. The
river just above the town is about a mile broad, but.
runs off into two arms, which join below, both
equally considerable, and leaving the town on an
island. Many houses are commonly carried away in
the spring. The town then is completely washed by
the river, both arms joining round it. On the side
of the great bridge the river is confined by a strong
bank of concrete pebbles till about the height of the
bridge, where the high bank retreats about a quarter
of a mile and slopes up gently. On the north side
is a low plain, sandy and pebbly, confined by broken
hills at about the distance of a mile. This space has
evidently at times been filled by the river up to the:
hills. The Kybeer hills, with flat tops and broken
gides, run round our left; and are satdd to terminate
in the Koordish province of Shemamik ; and behind
these hills, in the direction where the river passes
through them, is Karatchuk,

Thermometer—6 A.M. 59°; 2 p.mM.90°; 10 p.m. 62°.

October 26.—We marched at six in a north-west
direction, through the area left between the river
and the broken hills, or higher country, which begins
above Kiupri, and running off from the hilly country
we have left, comes round again at Kybeer. At
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twenty minutes past six the road o Shemamik broke
off on our left, and soon after we came to the termi-
nation of the area. We then passed over detached
sand+hills; after which the level of the country rose
considerably, and on our left was furrowed and
sloping up to the Kybeer hills. On our right, at a
greater distance, was a continuation of the broken
hilly country we had left, and which is here called
Hallejo Bistana, being a province of Keuy Sanjiak.
Behind this again was the prolongation of the
Azmir mountain, higher mountains peepinw out still
farther back.

We passed the village of Makhsuma on our leﬁ
and a little river running into the Altoon Soo*.

' The road along which we were travelling appears
at some former period to have been marked by
little artificial- mounts, at the distance of an hour or
an hour and a half from each other, several of which
we have observed” The country, although a little
pebbly, was a very fine plain, extending to Kybeer
and Hallejo Bistana. ' Several villages were observ-
able on our right and left, and the country was well
cultivated. The peasants were ploughing.

At ten we reached .the camp of Faris Aga, the
Dizeei chief, at the village of Koosh Tepeh, which
takes its name from one of the little mounts before-

" % I believe it is wrong to call the river Altoon, an eplthet only
belonging to the bridge, from what it cost—Altoon meaning gold
or money.



‘14 FIRST SIGHT OF ARBIL. [cn. x11-

mentioned. The Dizzei are a tribe of Koords, for-
merly belonging to Keuy Sanjiak ; but the Pasha of
Bagdad has lately taken them from under the com-
mand both of Keuy Sanjiak and Arbil, and keeps
them under his own authority. In consequence of
this, they care for no one. Faris Aga dismissed our
quarter-master, saying that he was the servant nei-
ther of the Vizir of Bagdad, the Pasha of Koor-
distan, nor the King of Persia ; that he was his own
master, lived in his own country, and would receive
no visitors ; that therefore the best thing we could
do would be to go on to Arbil. There was no help,
and indeed I was rather better satisfied to go on,
and thus gain a day: so we .marched again after a
few minutes’ halt. At half past eleven we alighted
at a little water-course, to take a cup of coffee, and
to allow the baggage to get well on before us. We
mounted again at twelve, and travelling in a north
direction, at half past one came in sight of *Arbil,
bearing N. 10 E. ; soon after which I took a sketch
of it*, the view of the high flat mount, probably
the burial-place of the Arsacide, crowned by a
castle, and backed by the Carduchian mountains,
being really very impressive.  Near the town we
were met by the lieutenant-governor, at the head
of about thirty or forty Turkish horsemen, with
tchaoushes and kettle-drums. I could well have dis-

* See Plate.
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pensed with this honour, as we were almost suffo-
cated with dust before we came to our ground, where
we arrived at half past three. The time of our
march had been eight hours and forty minutes.

‘We encamped near a kahreez, or water-course, be-
longing to Hajee Cossim Bey, a little south-west of
the town. ‘Near us was encamped a small party of
Arabs of the Harb tribe. The Arabs, now I have
not seen them for a long time, look a squalid, yellow-
skinned, ill-favoured people. The people of Arbil
are Koords and Turks.

On the road to-day we met a caravan going to
Bagdad, loaded with onions and onion-seed>

I found awaiting me at Arbil my old mehmandar
Hussein Aga, sent by the Pasha of Mousul to escort
me on; but I intend halting here for a day or two,
in order to rest the people, to procure fresh mules,
and to take leave of Omar Aga®.

Thermometer—5 A.M. 58°; half past 2, 94°;
10, 59°. :

! October 27.—1 was up by peep of day, and began
my operations immediately t. I first went to the old
minaret, which is the most conspicuous object in this
neighbourhood. The mosque to which it belonged
is quite in ruins, and bricks are dug up on its site all

* There is no further mention of this noble character. He and
Mr. Rich parted at Arbela, and it was too affecting a scene to
say much about. This accounts for its being passed over in
silence in the Journal.

t See Appendix,
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around. The minaret is by measurement one hun-
dred and twenty-one feet high! The circumference
of the shaft is fifty-one feet. It stands on an octa-
gonal. base, each face of which is nine feet eleven
inches, and the height of the base is between thirty
and forty feet. Two stairs wind, without commu-
nicating, up to the gallery, which is destroyed, as
well as all above it, except two small fragments of
brick-work, the remains of the shaft which once rose
above the gallery. It is in the style of the minaret
at Taouk, and israpparently of the age of the Caliphs,
or rather perhaps of the Sahibs of Arbil. All around
are ruins, or rather heaps of rubbish, like those in
the ruins of Old Bagdad.* Remains of the wall and
ditch are also traceable, especially on the side where
our camp is situated, which is pitched close to it.
The town was once evidently very large, probably
about the size of modern Bagdad. Arbil is situated at
the foot of the artificial mount, principally on the south
side, and contains a bath, caravanserais, and bazaars.
Some portion of the town is situated on the mount,
or what is called the Castle. On the east, or a little
north of the town, is a hollow, called the Valley of
Tchekunem, where it is sald Tamerlane’s tent was
pitched when he besieged Arbil. A holy Sheikh of
Arbil struck a panic into his army, which began to
disperse; and Tamerlane is reported to have cried
out in Persian, “ Tchekunem?” that is, “ What shall
I do?” and this gave name to the valley or hollow.
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Thermometer — 5 A.M. 52°; half past 2, 90°;
10, 64°.

/October 28.—I continued my observations at in-
tervals during the day, among a crowd of Arbil
people, who squatted down in a semicircle at a re-
spectful distance, and speculated among themselves,
over their pipes, about the nature of my operations.
None offered the least molestation; and I could not
help smiling when I reflected on the different treat-
ment Délambre (si licet parvis) experienced in the
neighbourhood of Paris, from that which I met with
in this savage out-of-the-way place. I had no guard
or attendants with me.

The artificial mount on which the castle of Arbil
stands is, I conjecture, about one hundred and fifty
feet high, and three or four hundred yards in dia-
meter. It was once doubtless much higher, and it
is probable the summit of it was ruined by Caracalla.
Some time ago, when Hajee Abdulla Bey was build-
ing on this mount, he dug up a sepulchre, in which
was a body laid in state, quite perfect, the features
fully recognizable ; but it fell to dust shortly after it
had been exposed to the air. If, as I believe, this
was the burial-place of the Arsacidee, may not this
have been the body of a Parthian king? Hajee
Cossim Bey informed me that the interior of the
mount is divided into compartments by brick-work,
composed of large bricks, with no inscriptions on
them, as he ascertained by digging into it from a

Vou. II. C
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sirdaub or eellar in his house which stands in the
castle. The perpendicular height of the mount he
estimates at forty large cubits.

There is a local tradition, peculiar to the place,
that Arbil was built by Darius *, which is the more
curious, a8 there is no connexion in any oriental tale
or history hetween Darius and Arbela; and the
easterns are totally ignorant of the battle of Arhela
or (Gaugamela.

"Hares and antelopes ahound in this plain, and the
ground is covered with immense flights of kattas, or
desert partridges.. Hawks of the Balaban species
are also caught in this plain, and exported chiefly to
hoordistan.

Thermometer—6 A.M. 67°; half past 2 p,m, 84°;
10 p.M. 74°; wind B.E, ; cloudy.

Octaber 29.—We had a most disagreeable day
yesterday—true Gherara weather +—the wind blow-
ing in squalls from the east and south-east, and the
air charged with dust, whish defiled every thing,
and filled our eyes, noses, and mouths. We marched

* Darius, or Darah, was, like Pharaoh and Ceesar, rather a title
than a name ; and the tradition therefore may perhaps mean no
more than that the city was founded by one of the kings of that
dynasty.

+ Gherara was the name of a reach of the river Tigris, a few
miles south of Bagdad, where Mr. Rich and his family were in the
habit of encamping, after the great heat of the summer was over,
in October until the beginning of January, during which period
the south-east wind often prevailed which is here referred to, and
the effects of which were peculiarly disagreeable in tents.—Ed.
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at half past five this morning in a north-east di-
reotion, and abouyt an hour after we passed the vil
lage of Reshki, on the left hand of the road. Here
another road branches off to the left, and jains the
main one again at the village of Girdasheer. The
whole of the country seems very well cultivated, and
is rather more undulating than that to the south of
Arbil. The peasants were all ploughing. 'They
did but just scratch the ground. In one plaugh we
saw a small bullock and an ass yoked tagether,
The mountains seem here to retire and form a bay
eastward ; they then advance again about the Zab to
the westward. I now can distinguish several chains;
1st, the broken country, which is g continuation of
Shuan ; 2d, hills, a little higher ; then one or two
other higher and more rocky chains hefaore Zagros,
which peeped over all, and seemed higher and more
hroken into points, than any part of it we had yet
seen. 'The lines of hills seem, I think, rather closer
* together than they are in Koordistan. Before us
Mount Makloube ; still farther to the left of it, Ka-
ratshuk, a mountain whieh is said to extend to Jezira
and Mardip. To the right of Makloube are two wall-
like ranges of hills, which run through Akra, and
which, together with Makloube, form the district of
Naakor *, a very rich province of Amadia.

* Naokor is descriptive of the situation of the province—a plain
between two ranges of hills. The hills, or chain, on the east of
Naokor is a prolongation of Azmir, and is called the Akra moun-

Cc?2
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The country still contmued increasing in undula-
tions as we advanced, but was not very considerably
indented, and was without any particular feature. At
some intervals we perceived one or two little mounts,
as if the road had been traced in the same manner
as I remarked on the other side of Arbil. About
half-past eight we passed Girdasheer, a little fort
on a mount, with a village at the foot of it: this
is called half-way to the Zab. Soon after we passed
Little Girdasheer on the right of our road. The
level of the country now began to descend: the Zab
was on our right, with the village of Elbesheer on
its banks. At eleven o’'clock we reached the village
of Kellek on the pebbly banks of the Zab®. The
bank opposite to us retires; below it advances, and
the bank on our side retires, leaving a plain of about
one mile to one and a half mile’s extent, in which
the Zab divides itself into two or three streams. We
descended into this plain, and passing two branches
not above a few inches deep, at half-past eleven we
arrived at the main stream under the right bank,
which is a pebbly clif. We went over on a kellek
or raft, and our horses and attendants forded a little

tain, then Naokor, Zaaferania, Zakho. This, consequently, was
the first mountain Xenophon and the Ten Thousand ascended.
The Koordish, like the languages of all mountains, is very fertile
in terms descriptive of natural objects and situations.

* All the Koords and people of these parts call the Zab, Zerb.
The Zab seems the Arabic name taken from the Chaldean.
Bochart’s etymology is ingenious and plausible,
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below, where the water was scarcely above four
feet deep, the river in that place spreading itself
over a wide surface. At the place where we crossed
it, the stream was, at its narrowest, not above four
hundred feet over, but about two or three fathoms
and a half deep. The current was very rapid, run-
ning at the rate of about two or three knots ; the
water beautifully transparent, and of a sky-blue
colour. In spring it often spreads itself over the
whole plain. On the cliff at the passage is the
Yezid village of Eski Kellek, where we halted for
the night, and where I recognised many old acquaint-
ances among the Yezidis*, who had escorted us to
Mousul on our former journey. ‘

Our travelling to-day was slow for the first hour,
then very excellent going for the rest of the way.
The stage is called seven hours for a caravan, but we
did it in five hours and fifty-five minutes.

There are many fords in the river between this
village and the mouth of the Zab at Kushaff, on the
Tigris, which is about five hours off{. The junction

* Called by the Bebbeh Koords, Dassinee.

+ The following are the fords of the Zab :—1. At Ssitteihh, an
Arab village above Kushaff; a very bad ford, deep, the bottom
large slippery stones. 2. At Shumeisat—Arabs—a bad ford ;
above Ssitteihh, nearer Eurdek. 38, A ford above Eurdek.
4. At Eski Kellek; the best ford of all. 5. At New Kellek.
There are three fords above New Kellek, between it and the
mountain. None of these fords are now passable: they disappear
at the first rains. '
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of the Ghazir or Bumadus with the Zab takes place
about three hours below this place. The Bumadus
rises out of the rock about five hours beyond Akra.
Both the Zab and the Bumadus wind much, Just
below their junction, on the west bank of the Zab,
is the village of Eurdek, and I have satisfactorily
as¢ertained that there is ne ravine, tract, or discharge
of water whatever in or near the Zab after the june-
tion of the Bumadus.

Thermometer—6 A.M. 68°; half-past 2 p.M. B8°;
10 p.M. 68°.

October 30.—We marched at twenty-five minutes
past six. The country rose by two steps to its general
level from the river. The first tise was from the
water to the village on the pebbly cliff ; then came
a level space, and then agdin a sesond rise about the
height of the cliffs, that is, about fifteen feet, looking
as if it had been the bank of the river dt some very
ancient petiod. We marched from the village to
the second step ; then having ascended to the level
of the cotintry; we proceeded at seven in a westerly
direction. The country between the two rivers, the
Zab and the Bumadus, is of an undulating surface,
but not broken nor abrupt. The peasants were
ploughihg in many places. At ten minutes before
eight we reached the Bumadus or Ghazir Soo, which
very much resembles the Zab, ahd, like it, has
a high pebbly bank alternately retiring and leaving
a plain between it and the ordinary bed of the river.
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We still kept west through the plain, (the village of
Minkoube was above us on the banks,) with the river
on our right, which we forded at ten minutes after
eight. The depth was nearly the same all through ;
that is, about two and a half or three feet, just up to
my stirrups. 'The breadth was about three hundred
feet. It is now at its lowest, and is more rapid than
the Zab. In spring it sometimes swells so as to
cover the plain up to the banks, and is then unford-
able ; but it never remains at that extreme height
above a couple of days. It is said to rise a short
distance from Akra. The west bank, which we
came to after fording, is not so high as the east, and
the country gradually subsides—if I may be allowed
the expression—inte an immense plain, level as far
as we could see, and for the most part under oultiva-
tion. The village of Zara Khatoon is at & little
distance below the ford*. From the river we pro-
ceeded in a north-west direction, and at half-past
eight (N. 68 W.) we brought Karatchuk in one
with Makloube, which it covered. Before we lost
sight of Makloube, we saw on its steep side, about
half-way up, the convent of Mar Mattei, or St. Mat-
thew, a very celebrated place among the Christians
of these parts. 'We observed likewise, on the top of
Karatchuk, the remains of a church. From the
Bumadus we advanced even more rapidly than before.

* The Ghazir joins the Zab three caravans or two horsemen’s
hours below Old Kellek. Just before its Junctlon, on its west
bank, is the village of Eurdek.
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Hajee Jirjees Aga*, my old friend and mehmandar,
now Kaftan Agassi, met me beyond the ford of the
Bumadus, with a party of Kaouklees 1, sent by the
Pasha of Mousul to escort me and welcome me into
his dominions; and we marched together to Kermalis,
a miserable Chaldean village, where we arrived at
twenty minutes to ten, after travelling at a very
good rate all day. The march is called two hours
and a half to the Bumadus, and the same from

“thence to Kermalis, for a caravan. Kermalis was
once a considerable town, which was ruined by
Nadir Shah, and is now a very poor village, ex-
tremely dirty, like all Christian villages in the
East. There is a large and very ancient church
here, which from a date appears to have been repaired
one hundred and thirty years ago, but it is now in a
very ruinous condition. There is also a smaller
church, built not long ago, and a very wretched-
looking building it is. Behind the village, about half
a mile (N. 80 W.) from our tents, is a high artificial
mount of ancient ‘date. I ascended it to take some
sights with the compass of some of the surround-
ing objects. I succeeded but indifferently, as the
evening was dusky and squally, and distant objects
were but imperfectly visible and the needle not very
steady. Villages were visible in every direction in
the plain, level, like the sea, all around us.

* An officer of the Pasha of Mousul.
+ Or government officers ; so called from the peculiar turban
they wear,
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Major Rennell supposes Kermalis to be (Gauga-
mela*; but Gaugamela appears, both from Arrian
and Quintus Curtius, to have been on the Bumadus,
which Kermalis can in no respect be said to be.
Indeed it is not possible, among the great number
of villages scattered over this plain and all along the
Bumadus, to decide which is Gaugamela. We know
well that Gaugamela was, even in Alexander’s day,
a village of no consequence, which was the reason
why the Greeks called the victory by the name
of Arbela, the nearest remarkable place to the field

“of battle. Gaugamela was sought after merely to

establish the locality of the battle; but we have
now no occasion for this, and, in fact, if we want to
find Gaugamela, we must seek it from our know-
ledge of the field; but this would be useless, if not
impossible. There can be no reason for selecting
Kermalis for Gaugamela, more than any othér of
the villages by which it is surrounded. Ignorance
of its situation, or a fancied analogy in the name,
may possibly have led to its selection. It is about
the centre of the plain, and not very remarkable for
its situation .

* See “Major Rennell’s Illustrations of the History of the
Expedition of Cyrus,” pp. 153, 154.

+ Alittle stream rises at Terjilla, and passing by Shah Kouli,
comes to Kermalis, at which village it is used for cultivating
cotton ; and when it is not entirely drawn off at Kermalis by the

cultivation, it runs by Karakoosh, where there is a little bridge of
one arch over it, and finds its way to the Tigris,
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Thermometer—6 A.mM. 58°; half-past 2 p.m. 80°;
10 r.M. 64°.

October 81.—~We mounted at & quarter past six :
the road from hence to Mousul was N. 76 W. We
rode over the level plain till eight, when the country
becamne again pebbly and unequal, the level country
still continuing at a distance on our right. At half-
past eight we came to still higher ground, and lost
sight of the plain in every direction. We soon after
descended into a ravine called Shor Dereh, or the
nitrous valley, which was dry, but which, in winter
and spring, is sometimes impassable for two or three
days together from the water and deep mire. We
met here a large caravan of camels going to Bagdad,
laden with gall-nuts and copper.

At twenty minutes to ten we came to a large
rampart, then to a hollow like a ditch, and then to
another rampart, which my Mousul Turks called the
beginning of Nineveh ; and shortly after we reached
another ditch and wall, which seemed to indicate
that Nineveh had a double wall. Under or in this
second wall is a spring or well covered over with
an arch of very ancient masonry, composed of large
stones. - The well is called Damlamajeh, and‘the in-
habitants believe its water is efficacious in many come
plaints, not from its medical qualities, but from some
superstition connected with it. They all believe it
to be haunted by genii, and nobody durst approach
it after nightfall. Hussein Aga told me that one
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night, ad he was passing by the spot after dark, he
heard a tremendous drumming and turmoil in the
well, and that he put out his horse at full speed to
escape, as the man that, however involuntarily, be-
cotnes a spectator of their rites, either dies soon after
or loses his senses. I tasted the water, and found it
good, and it was remarkably clear and pure.

I remained ten minutes at the well, and then rode
on, passing through the area of Nineveh, under the
village of Nebbi Yunus on our left hand. The walls
of Nineveh on the east have become quite a concre-
tion of pebbles, like the natural hills. At twenty«
five minutes past ten we arrived on the banks of the
Tigris, whete we were ferried over to our place of
residence during our stay &t Mousul, at Naaman
Pasha’s garden, south of the town, which my kind
friend the Pasha had prepared for us, as likely to be
more agreeable than living in the city.'

The stage from Kermalis to Mousul is reckoned
four hours. We occupied four hours and a quarter
in performing it, and our rate of going was good,
though not first-rate.

Thermometer—6 A.M. 58°; 2 p.M. T8°.

[Mr. Rich’s daily Journal stops here. There is
little more personal narrative. He was so fully
occupied in examining the country and its antiqui-
ties; in making observations connected with its
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geography and history; in visiting and receiving
visits from the chiefs and principal people of the
town and neighbourhood, during his residence of
four months in Mousul, that he had little leisure for
writing ; and therefore he committed to paper such
particulars only as might be likely to escape his
memory, or required mathematical exactness, leav-
ing the history of his personal intercourse with the
people to be narrated at a future period.

This was Mr. Rich’s fourth visit to Mousul. He
was most kindly received by his old friend Ahmed
Pasha ; a fuller account of whom, and of the town
and its neighbourhood, is contained in a journal kept
by Mr. Rich during a former journey to and from
Bagdad and Constantinople, which it is purposed
soon to publish.]



—— e e
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CHAPTER XIII.

The Ruins of Nineveh—Village of Nebbi Yunus—Stones covered
with Cuneiform Writing—Inscription in the Wall of a House
~—The Mosque of Nebbi Yunus—formerly a Church—The
Area of Nineveh—The Walls—The Mount of Koyunjuk—The
River Khausser—Another high Mount—Large hewn stones—
Bitumen adhering to them—Thisbe’s Well—East boundary
‘Wall—Nadir Shah—His Encampment—Story of the dispersion
of his Army—Bridge of Boats over the Tigris.
November 8—WE have had stormy weather since
our arrival at Mousul ; easterly winds, and some rain.
This morning the weather cleared up, and the moun-
tains to the north, called the Gara mountains, show
snow on some of their summits. That snow lies
all along this chain from one year to another, in
clefts and sheltered situations, I have no doubt ; but
I am informed that some of these mountains have
snow on their open, exposed summits, all the year
round ; and I have so often heard this where it was
not the case, that I am now rather hard of belief.
They say here also that snow, if it lies a thousand
years on the ground, becomes the mineral called
Dehneh or Dehlij *, of which they make great use in
diseases of the eye.
* When I was formerly at Mousul, the Pasha of that place put
into my hands the substance called dehlij, which name is not to
be found in any dictionary, not even the Kamoos. It is produced

in a gold mine in the mountains of Hakkaie in Koordistan, which
are a prolongation of the chain of Taurus, in various parts of
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The(day being fine, we sallied forth to take a
general inspection of the remains of Nineveh; and
we crossed the river in the boat at our garden.' The
current of the river, which is now at its lowest, is at
present not more than a knot ; nor had the late day’s
rain made any difference in it. The breadth where
we crossed was about four hundred feet ; the depth
not above two fathoms. At the bridge®* it is deeper
and narrower ; helow the ferry it is wide and shallow,
and leaves an island in the centre, which is covered
over at the first rising of the river.

+ We first went to the village, or rather little town
of Nebbi Yunus, which contains ahout three hup-
dred houses, and is built on ap ancient artificial
mount, the whole of which it does not cover. Its
antiquity js well ascertained by the remains found
on digging inta it very deep; when fragments of
bricks, whole bricks, and pieces of gypsum, covered
with ingeriptions in the cuneiform character, are
found.x I have many of these, one in particular

which both gold and copper mines exist. The dehlij is used hy the
people of Mousul as a remedy for the eyes, when reduced toan im-
palpable powder, and mixed with twice as much loaf sugar. It is
in very small nubs, some a light blue, or turquoise colour, some of
a green colour, and mare or lees mixed with earthy matter. On
being split, the nubs have a shiny appearance in the inside like
spar. It appears to correspond exactly with what Hatiy calls
granuliform carbonate of copper—blue and green. It effervesces
in nitric acid.

* Near this bridge a battle was fought in the year 521, between
the Emperor Heraclius and the troops of Chosroes the king af
Persia,—See Gibhon, vol. viii, p. 248.
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which measures one faot four inches in thickness,
covered with writing, that was dug up in this mound *;
and to-day we were shown some fragments built up
in the foupdations of houses. One of these, a broken
piece of gypsum with cuneiform characters, was in
the kitchen of a wretched house, and appeared to bhe
part of the wall of a small passage which is said to
reach far into the mount. Some people dug into it
last year ; but as it went under the houses, and they
were afraid of undermining them, they closed it up
again with rybbish, and only that portion of it which
had been laid open, and forms part of a kitchen, is
now visible. A little farther on, in a small room
occupied by the women of an inhabitant of the town,
who very politely went out to allow us to inspect it
at pur leisure, wag another inscription, in very large
cuneiform letters, on a piece of gypsum. It faces
south, and runs east and west. Only abont three
feet of it are now open, though it is said to extend
several yards west ; but it has since been plastered
over with mud. This inscription is the more curious,
as it seems to occupy its original position. It is not
much above the floor of the room, is about two feet
high, and below the level of the surface of the mound.
The cuneiform characters are in their proper posi-
tion. The inscription is said to have been discovered
in building the room, and was left just where it was
found, only plastered over with mud like the rest of

* Now in the British Museum.— Ed.
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the room. It is exactly parallel with, and very near
the passage noticed before ; which appears to have
been continued into, and even beyond, .this spot,
from some lines or traces seen in the ground, but is
now broken down and laid open here. I doubt not
but many other antiquities might be found in this
mound ; but the greater part of it is thickly covered
with a labyrinth of small houses, and it is only on
the repairing or falling down of these that such
things are discovered.

From this we‘went to the mosque which covers the
tomb of Jonah *. It is on the north and higher end
of the mound, and is rather a considerable building,.
The principal dome is ribbed and of a conical shape ;
it stands on. an octagonal base, eight feet each face,
which is again placed on a square pediment, standing
on the terrace that covers the building. . The dome
is of small circumference, whitened, and crowned
with a spike. The terrace, or flat roof, is about
fifteen feet above the level of the mound on the south
side, but on the north it rises forty feet by measure-
ment above the mound, about thirty feet perpen-
dicular height of which remains between the foot of

* There was formerly & Christian monastery where the pre-
tended tomb of Jonah now stands, the Mahometan building
being erected over the church, which is preserved entire ; but no
Christian on any account would be suffered to go near it. The
Christians named their church after the tradition that Jonah
preached in that place; but they deny his having been buried
there. They believe, on the contrary, that, after his mission was
accomplished, he returned to Palestine.

i ©
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the wall, and level of the plain or area of Nineveh ;
so that the perpendicular height of the highest part
of the mound above the level of the plain is about
fifty feet. There are several other domes, but they
are semicircular, and rise very little above the
terrace. On the east side of the court of the mosque
we were shown three very narrow, ancient passages,
one within the other, with several doors or apertures,
opening one into the other, which reminded me of
the interior plan of the Zendan at Dastagerda.* The
passages are quite dark, narrow, and vaulted, and
appear much as if designed for the reception of dead
bodies. They are said to be very ancient, but of
what age none of our conductors could specify;
and they extended much farther, but they have been
stopped up.

*From the terrace of the mosque is an admirable
view of Mousul. The whole population of the town
assembled to gaze at us, but none offered the least
molestation, though some of them were heard opining
that I was ascertaining if great guns would bear
upon Mousul from that position.

We afterwards rode through the area of Nineveh
to the first wall of the enclosure. It is a line of
earth and gravel, out of which large hewn stones are
dug, as out of all the walls of the area. Beyond
this is a ditch, still very regular, and easily trace-

* See Journal of an Excursion to the Frontiers of S. Koor-
distan.

Vou. II. ' h D
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able, on the other side of which is another wall.
Under this wall is the well of Damlamajeh, noticed
before; and beyond it, leaving only a narrow
ravine or ditch, there is still another, and, I believe,
the largest wall.

We went no farther than the well to-day. It is a
few feet distant from the wall, in the ravine, and has
the remains of a little dome over it, in the inside of
which is an archway over the water, of massy stone
work. In the interstices over the entrance are the
remains of a great many nails, probably driven in to
hold shreds of cloth,—the signs of a person. having
made a vow or promise, if he recover from any dis-
order by the intercession of a saint, or the vittue of a
spring. The water appears to come out of a conglo-
meration of pebbles and soil, of which also the base
of the wall seems to be composed, as may be seen
where it has been broken into at the foot. We saw
also some river shells among the pebbles.

From the well we rode north in the ravine, till it
opens a little at the river Khausser, which passes
through it. On the edge of the river, which in spring
gometimes swells so as to be unfordable for a short
time, is a piece of ancient stone-work, as if there had
been a bridge over it. - From the Khausser we re-
turned home, leaving Koyunjuk Tepeh on our right
and passing close under the tomb of Jonah.

' The area of Nineveh, on a rough guess, is about
one and a half to two miles broad, and four miles
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long, extending a little way south of Nebbi Yunus.
On the river, or west side, there are only remains of
one wall, and I observed the same at the north and
south extremities ; but on the east side there are the
remains of three walls.* The west wall appears to
have run a little in front of Nebbi Yunus. Bettéen
it and the river the ground is subject to frequent in-
undations and changes; but it has not interfered
with the area.

In this place I cannot help remarking a passage
in Jonah ; that Prophet suffered grievously from the
easterly wind. 'This is the sherki so much dreaded
in all these countries, which is hot, stormy, and sin-
gularly relaxing and dispiriting *.

November 10.—I was obliged to call on the Pasha
yesterday, and therefore eould not go over to Nineveh;
but we set off this morning at ten o’clock, although
the day was not quite so favourable for obsetvation

* Among the many recollections suggested by & survey of the
ruins of Nineveh, the beautiful tale of Pyramus and Thisb¢ is cer-
tainly not the least interesting. It is most likely derived from an
Oriental story ; and if this be the case, Pyramus will be Bahram,
which is commonly rendered in Latin Varamus. I am ot well
enough acquainted with ancient female names to say what Thisbg
may be; but the whole story has a local air®, which makes me
think it was not wholly the invention of the Roman bard.

* 'The only ancient writers who tell this story are Ovid, Met. iv.
55, and Hyginus, and both make Babylon the scene of it. Mr.
Rich has been led, doubtless by the “ busta Nini” of Ovid, the
“ Ninus’s Tomb” (Mids. Night’s Dream), to suppose the true
locality to be where, as he believed, that tomb was really to be found,
viz., at Nineveh. See his Second Memoir on Babylon, pp. 38.
192.—Communicated by a friend to the Ed.

D2
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as yesterday, it being rather hot when we first went
out, but in the afternoon it got cool and pleasant.

‘We first went to Koyunjuk, crossing the Khausser,
which runs at its south foot, and is twenty or thirty
feet over, and about two feet deep in the deepest place.

I was enabled, from the Mount of Koyunjuk, to
form a general idea of the enceinte of Nineveh.
Koyunjuk is rather nearer the north than the south
extremity of the western wall, which adjoins it, or
rather did adjoin it, on both sides ; the western face
of Koyunjuk being aligned with the wall. The
same thing may be said of the mount on which the
viliage of Nebbi Yunus is built, which extends
inwards, or easterly, about as much, though its sur-
face is not so extensive as that of Koyunjuk. The
wall, after a little break at the foot of Koyunjuk,
where it is ruined, proceeds north in a straight line
up to its north-west angle or extremity. It is to be
observed, the angles are not marked by any tower,
bastion, or work of any kind.

At the southern foot of Koyunjuk runs the little
brook of Khausser, on the south bank of which the
wall re-commences. It is here broken abruptly,
and shows an interior construction of unburnt brick,
but no reeds. The wall runs again in a straight line
to the north-west angle of Nebbi Yunus, where it is
again broken by the Kermelis road close by the
village. Beyond Nebbi Yunus it waves or bends a
little outwards to its south-west extremity. The
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height of the wall is from ten to fifteen feet in the
highest part ; and it comes to a ridge or point in the
place where it is best preserved. Very large hewn
stones are dug out of ‘every part of its extent, I
believe generally near the bottom. We remarked
one enormous hewn stone lying on the top of it.

The Mount of Koyunjuk is, except at its west and
part of its eastern face, of rather an irregular form.
Its sides are very steep, its top nearly flat ; its angles
are not marked by any lantern or turret, The per-
pendicular height is forty-three feet; the total cir-
cumference 7691 feet. While I was taking the
angles, Captain Kefala * employed himself with four
sepoys in taking the measurement of the mount.

-The top of the mount does not wear the appear-
ance of ever having been greatly higher than it is at
present ; but it evidently has had building on it,
a$ least round its edges. Stones and bricks are dug
or ploughed up every where. . There were also other
buildings farther in the mount ; and at a place where
they had been digging into it, we saw the same
coarse stone and mortar masonry, and & piece of
coarse grey stone, shaped like the capital of a column,
such as at this day surmounts the wooden pillars
or posts of Turkish or rather Persian verandahs;
but there was no carving on it. We also saw, in
many parts, a flooring, or pavement, on the surface

* Captain Kefala was a Greek, who had been to India on pri-
vate business, and who, on his return, joined Mr. Rich, and
*accompanied him during part of this journey.
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of the mount, of small stones rammed down with
earth. Pottery we also found, and other Babylonian
fragments ; also bits of brick, with bitumen adhering
to them; and I am informed that many bricks with
bitumen are found in these ruins. A piece of fine
brick or pottery, covered with exceedingly small and
beautiful cuneiform writing, was found while we were
looking about the mount. It is of the finest kind, yel-
lowish, with a polished or hard surface, and apparently
belonged to one of the large cylinders. On the north-
east angle of the mound is the little village of Koy-
unjuk. Some part of the surface of the mound, pro«
hably where the hbuildings were either less solid or.
perhaps entirely wanting, is ploughed over.

The greatest part of the curiosities from Nineveh
are found in the mount on which Nebbi Yunus is
situated: Tha curious little stone chair brought to
me at Sulimania by my curiosity-hunter Delli Sa
maan, was found here, with several written bricks
and oylinders. After having observed the mount
sufficiently, I proceeded to finish what I had to do
north of the Khausser, reserving the southern divi-
sion for to-morrow. ‘

But I must first remark that the river Tigris
runs off into a semicircle above the ruins and returns
below them, leaving a flat cultivated semicircle of
land. At the north-west angle of Koyunjuk is an
interval of two hundred and ten paces between it and
the recommencement of the wall, and here the wall ,
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seems to have decayed more. The interval has been
dug into for stones.

We now went along the wall in a north,west
direction on horsebaek, till we came to a part of it
higher and broader externally than the rest. * Here,
some years ago, an immense bas-relief, representing
men and animals, covering a grey stone of the height
of two men, was dug up from a spot a little abave
the surface of the ground. All the town of Mousul
went out to see it, and in a few days it was cut up or
broken to pieces. I picked up at this place a piece
of a cornice of gypsum, or what is called Mousul
marble."

Hence we went along the wall to another high
mount on the wall, like the one we had last observed,
Here were some ruins, or inequalities of the ground,
stretched north-west into the area of the city ; but I
am inclined to believe they are only inequalities. All
the area from the commencement of this inequality
up to the east wall is higher and not so smooth as the
western part of it. We continued riding along the
wall, which here was high and steep, to the place
where the Khausser runs through it, and where is a
mount on which I fixed as one of my stations for
observations. It does not seem to have been broken;
and on the banks of the Khausser here, and also
a little higher up, is some stone-work, which may
have been part of a pier or bridge

On the outside of the wall, as far round as the



40 EXCAVATION OF THE MOUNT. [CH. XIm.

last mount but one, the country is hilly, or perhaps.
it would be more correct to say, unequal ; and there--
abouts it runs off to form the high bank of the river
on which the Sheikh * is situated.

November 11.—There was some rain in the night;
but not enough to spoil my day’s work. I therefore
went out at the usual time, and set Captain Kefala,
with a working party of sepoys, to measure the base;
while I went round the southern part of Nineveh,
sketched the country, and took the remaining angles.
The wall up to Nebbi Yunus bends inwards a little,
and, except near the south-west angle, it is small,
low, and broken. The road from Karakoosh to
Mousul runs along it. Near the angle it becémes
high again, and continues high and regular round
the south-west angle up to the south-east angle, and
then round to the double-headed mount, which I call
Station 8. The sides, though very steep, are ploughed.

On the south side or face of the inclosure are
three openings, the centre one of which at least
seems to have been part of the original plan. A few
yards from it on the outside of the wall near the
Karakoosh road my attention was called to a very
curious object, seemingly of the remotest antiquity.
Some people had been digging for stones, and had
dug a hole in the ground, from which they had
turned up many large hewn stones with bitumen

* The tomb of a Mahometan saint, but whose name I cannot
learn.—Ed,
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adbeting "¢o thdn! T -éxamined the' edcavation,
which' wag about 'tén Feet ‘deep, and' foudd ‘it con-
sisted of Thuge stones; laid' ‘in' Yayers of Bithmen'and
lime-mortar. I brought away some spedimens’ of
them sticking together. T also daw domie layerd of
red clay, which were very thick; 4nd 'had become as’
indurated ad burnt briek *, but- there 'was not'the’
least appearance of reeds or straw ever havihg béen’
-used. 'Fhis mass appeared to have been & founda-’
tion or substructure. 'We found among the rubbish
some pieces of coarse unglazed pottery. It'would not
have been possible to tell, from the appearance of
the surface of the ground, that there had been build-
ing beneath—a water-course full of pebbles had
even passed over it. ‘It is therefore very difficult to
say to what' extent vestiges ‘of building may exist’
outside the ‘intlosures, the ‘area ‘of which may have
been the royal quarter; But certainly was hevel suﬁi-
cient for the city of Nineveh.

‘We ‘mow went to Damlamajé¢h, which we had
agreed to eall Thishé's Well, t0 refresh’ ourselves
for a litle while;" and ¥ took the ‘opportunity of
ascertaining ‘the temperature of ‘the spring, which’
I found to be 66°, that of the air in the  little '
buiMing which contains it beitig 65 The dpring’
issues out of a concretion of pebbles. It is covered”
by a little dome, which is evidently of Maliometan '

* Red clay is still used by many as a coating for walls, instead
of plaster.
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workmanship. The archway which forms the descent
to the spring inside the ante-chamber may be more
ancient, possibly old Christian architecture. It
seems to be built with large fragments of stone
taken from the ruins of Nineveh; and on each
side of the door-way is a pedestal or capital of
a column, exactly similar to the one we found at
Koyunjuk.

. “Once a year the peasants assemble and sacrifice a
sheep at the well, with music and other festivities,
This is a superstition far anterior to the religion
they now profess. This veneration for certain springs

is common both to Christians and Mahometans. -

Captain Kefala, himself a Greek, remarked that this
well had every appearance of having been a spot
consecrated by the Christians. The Greeks are in~
deed much attached to grottoes and wells. There is
scareely one in all Greece and the islands which is
not consecrated to the Virgin, who seems to have
succeeded the nymphs in their guardianship of these
places ; and where once on a rude basso relievo was
seen NYM®PAIS, ‘we now find an equally rude
figure with a dedication to the Panagia. There is
something very poetic in the worship of the Virgin.

As 1 proposed to devote a day entirely to the in-
spection of Nineveh beyond the wall, and was
besides anxious to take the angles at the base while
there was good light to see my distant signals, I re-
turned to the inclosure to-take my last station,

C o~ ————
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remarking on my way several stones which had been
dug out of the wall or elevation under which the
well is situated, between it and the inclosure wall.:
Most of these stones seem to be of the same kind,
that is, a coarser kind of Mousul marble or gypsum,
of a grey colour® I also observed sandstone cut
into blocks. Most of the stones dug up were of
enormous dimensions. . :
¢ Between the two walls the ground is ploughed
in many places, and I wondered to see how they
plonghed ground which seems to consist almost
entirely of loose pebbles; but I believe such ground
is the best for all plants of the melon kind.

We arrived at the east bhoundary wall by the
Kermelis road, which passes close by the well. The
wall on the north side of the road rises into two high.
mounts, the southernmost of which is the one which
I set with the compass from several stations. A little
way up it I saw an immense stone, or rather slab,,
with bitumen adhering to the underside of it, which.
had just been dug up out of the mount.

While I was employed in taking angles, the
Séyd, with Hussein Aga, went into the village of
Nebbi Yunus, whera they discavered a square stone
or slab, covered with a cuneiform inscription which.
was extremely perfect. : This was in the wall of

* The natives distihguish between this and the gypsum, calling
the gypsum heilan, or hhallan, and the other from Mousul, mer-
mer, ’
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a house, but the Seyd managed so cleverly, that he
succeeded in purchasing and bringing it away ; and
it is now safely lodged among my other curiosities.

After I had concluded my measurements I care-
fully observed the village and mount of Nebbi Yunus.
The village and the tomb are principally built on the
east boundary wall, and a mount of parallelogrammic
form juts out from it easterly, on which is a burying-
ground.

The mound which projects out is not above ten or
twelve feet high. The tomb is on the highest part of
the whole, and on what appears to have been the
west wall, a few yards of which adjoins the village a
little in front of the tomb, and on it are some graves
and a very deep well; then comes the opening
formed by the road from Kermelis to Mousul ; after
which the wall is continued again up to the Kausser
under Koyunjuk. I fear there will be no means of
taking the dimensions of the mound of Nebbi Yunus
otherwise than by distant sights, on account of the
village being on and connected with it.

One thing is sufficiently obvious to the most care-
less observer, which is, the equality of age of all
these vestiges. Whether they belonged to Nineveh
or some other city is another question, and one not so
easily determined, but that they are all of the same
age and character does not admit of a doubt.

The vestiges or traces of building within the area
are, with the exception of Nebbi Yunus and Koyun-
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juk, extremely slight; and I am now confirmed in
the opinion I formed in viewing the ruins many
years ago, that the inclosure formed only a part of a
great city, probably either the citadel or royal pre-
cinets, or perhaps both, as the practice of fortifying
the residence of the sovereign is of very ancient
origin. In the East to this day the dwelling of the
prince, and indeed of many governors, consists of a
number of buildings inclosed in quite a separate
quarter ; and from what we are told of the Baby-
lonian palaces, and see of that of the Seffiviyahs and
of the Sultan of Constantinople, this extent would
not be too much to assign for the residence of the
Assyrian kings *.

* Most readers are acquainted with the extent assigned to this
city in the Scriptures, but it may not be so generally known that the
heathen authors agree likewise in giving the same account of its
vestness. “ Strabon (says the Abbé Sevin, Recherches® sur
U Histoire d’ Assyrie) assure que cette ville occupoit I’espace qui est
entre le Tigre et le Lycus ; et cet espace, au rapport de Ptolémée,
n’e pas moins de 50,000 pas, si on le prend de I’endroit ol le Lycus
va se jetter dans le Tigre. Il est ais¢ de juger par-la quelle devoit
étre la grandeur de Nin¢ve. Je ne vois rien de plus magnifique que
la description qui nous a été laissée par Diodore. Sion en croit cet
historien, elle avoit 150 stades de long sur 90 de large; et le circuit
étoit de 480 stades, qui font environ 60,000 pas. Une si prodigieuse
étendue paroitroit sans doute incroyable, si on ne trouvoit expressé-
ment dans I’Ecriture, que Jonas n’employa pas moins de trois jours
A faire le tour de cette fameuse ville. Aprés tout, les murs n’en
étoient pas moins dignes d’admiration. Leur hauteur étoit de 100
pieds, et on rapporte que trois chariots y pouvoient aisémeut
marcher de front. Il yavoit outre cela 1500 tours, dont chacune
étoit de 200 pieds de haut. A juger par cette description, il n’y a
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Nadir S8hah when he besieged Mousul encamped
within this inclosure, and his owi tents were pitched
on the Koyunjuk mount. He did not entrench
himself, indeed he found a kind of defence ready
made in the ancient walls of Nineveh; and had he
chosen a less guarded position, he would have had
no occasion to throw up any works, as he was'in no
danger of a sally from the garrison. There was no
army in the field, and the brave garrison of Mousul
were few in number and obliged to keep strictly on
the defensive within the walls on the other side of the
river, the bridge being of couise broken down. The
inhabitants still talk much of the skill of Kazukjee
Mustafa Pasha, an engineer who had arrived from
Constantinople, in finding out and defeating Nadir
Shah’s plans for mining and getting possession of the
city ; once in particular when he was working a
tuniiel under the Tigris.

They also have a story about the dispersion of
Nadir Shah’s army by the miraculous interposition
of St. George, St. Matthew *, and Jonah, who ap-
peated among them armed and mounted.
personne qui ne 8’imaginfit, qu’a peine un sitcle atroit pu suffire
pour porter & sa perfection un ouvrage qui est si fort au-dessus des
plus besux monumens de 1’antiquité. Si lon s’en rapporte &
Eustathe, il fut entidrement achevé dans ’espace de huit années;
et la chose semblera d’autant plus vraisemblable, que 140,000
hommes y travaillerent sans interruption.”’—Académie des In-
scriptions, vol. iv. p. 500, duodecimo.

* Called by the people of Mousul, Sheikh Muttee, not the
Evengelist. 'There is a very ancient and celébrated corivent (Deir
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November 12.—The bridge of boats at the city is
three hundred and five feet in length, and consists of
twenty-one boats ; then comes a space of one hun-
dred and forty feet to the. end of a stone -bridge of
sixteen arches five hundred and twelve feet, in all
nine hundred and fifty-seven feet ,the whole of which
space is occupied by the river in the spring and
early summer. I have seen it in this state twice on
two former visits to this place; at present a small
stream of one foot deep only passes through it; the
bridge forms an obtuse angle at its centre. The
bridge of boats is extended to the stone bridge, when
the river rises and covers the pebbly bed, which
is now a vacant space of one hundred and forty feet
between the two bridges. The river is narrowest at
the bridge of boats, and deepest just below it, where it
is fifty feet in mid-channel ; it then widens and shal-
lows to 38, 30, 21, 18, 10, 11, 11, 12, 10, 9, 10, 12,
10, 8, 7, 5, to the place below our garden, where it
throws out two branches eastwards, and forms the
two low islands now planted with melons; this is
about two miles below the bridge, but these islands
and others above the town all disappear when the
river rises, and it then becomes one fine stream *.
Mar Mattei) dedicated to him half way up Mount Makloube.
The veneration of the Mahometans for him probably is inherited
from ante-Islam times.

* I may here observe that the measurements and soundings of
the river were taken by Captain Kefala.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Continuation of the Examination of the Ruins of Nineveh—
Measurements—Hollow Way—Remains of Piers, Buttresses and
Pillars—Separation Mound—Stones with Bitumen—Vestiges
of another Mound—Great Mound called Eski Bari—The Ditch
—Conical Mound — Arrival of Delli Samaan-— Antiques—
Country North of the Ruins — Large Stone-masonry—The
Wall—Tomb of Sheikh Ahmed—Convent of St. George—
Mounds of Ruins—Country South of Nineveh—Measurements
—High Bank of Yaremjee—Mousul Winter—Cultivation —
Mode of Building practised —same as in Ancient Times.

November 13.—WENT out as usual to Nineveh. My
object to-day was to inspect the eastern part of
the ruins. I first went to the two mounts, which are
about twenty-five feet high, and here I sketched a
view of Mousul*; this being a good point, as it takes
in Nebbi Yunus in the fore-ground. In the mean-
time I sent the Seyd to Nebbi Yunus to take the
dimensions of the mount which juts out from it ; he
found them as follows:

Length east and west . ...431} feet.

Breadth north to south. .. .355 do.

He effected this without being observed ; whereas
had I gone I should have attracted a crowd round
me. He also saw in the village a very large stone
with one line of writing in the cuneiform character
on it ; but as this was all, he did not attempt to bring
it away, being very ponderous.

* See accompanying plate,
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I also looked again at the western boundary from
Nebbi Yunus up to the Khausser. There are thrée
passages through this wall. The largest, which may
have been originally an opening, is the one nearest
to the Khausser.

While I was sketching, I detached the captain
with a working-party to measure on to the eastward
boundary. The measurement is as follows :—

Feet.

1295 —To the edge of the ravine, in which is Thisbé’s well.
145—Breadth of the ravine to its eastern mound.
395—Breadth of the mound. ,
1'12—Breadth of the second ravine. After this comes the last

regular or considerable mound.

2007—Outside of the boundary to the inside of the last con-

siderable mound.

About half way between the boundary and the
ravine is a hollow way about one hundred and fifty feet
broad, sunk a little below the level, and as straight
as if it had been drawn witha line. Itruns N.7W.
by S. 7 E. I at first was inclined to consider this as
a ditch, but a little way in it, on the left of a road,
I perceived some vestiges, which induced me to ride
through the hollow way as far as it went. I found
in it, about two hundred yards from the Kermelis
road, and near the middle of the ravine, some ves-
tiges composed of concretion or conglomeration rock;
which, had the forms been at all equivocal, might
have passed for natural objects on a slight inspec-
tion; but though there was not enough left to make

out any regular plan, there was certainly quite suffi-
Vou. II. ' E
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cient to show that it was building, all the forms being
strictly and unequivoeally artificial, consisting of
right angles, and stumps of piers, buttresses, or
pillars. These remains covered several square yards,
but are only a couple of feet above the ground. It is
quite clear too that they are not cut out, but built.
They are no doubt formed by the common rubbish
of the country, that is to say, of pebbles and soil,
well rammed down, with perhaps what is called a
wash of lime pouféd upon it, which in a short time
would bind the whole together, and convert it into a
solid mass, exactly like a natural rock :_for in some
of these conglomerations, where they had crumbled
away, I found pieces of lime-mortar, and in others
some layers of indurated mud, as if it had been dis-
tilled, when wet, through the mass, and had filled up
the hollows which it had found near the hottom. I
still rode on in this sunken way, remarking, as I
went along, some other vestiges of building on the
sides. 'The bottom of it is ploughed, It appears as
if it had been closed up by building, possibly a gate-
way*. A semicircular hollow way leaves it at
this end, and returns to it again a little sonth of the
Kermelis road ; and it is in this semicircle, or more
_ correctly arc, that Thisbé’s well is situated at four
hundred and ninety feet north of the Kermelis road.
I rode all through the arc to its rejunction with the

* The level of this curious hollew way is much above the bed
formed by the inundations of the Khausser.
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straight ravine, and examined the ravine itself to its
south termination, which is north of the south-east angle
of the inclosure. Here also the sides exhibit a great
quantity of selid conglomeration. The spot is called
by the natives Abdal Kaiasi, or the Abdal or Der-
vish Rock.

We now returned to rest at Thisbé’s well; and the
captain amused himself with cutting our names on
its walls. Some traveller in after times, when our
remembrance has long been swept away by the
torrent of time, and the meanest of man’s works
only remain, may wonder, on reading the name of
Mary Rich, who the adventurous female was who
had visited the ruins of Nineveh. He will not be
aware that, had her name been inscribed at every
spot she had visited in the course of her weary pil-
grimage, it would he found in places compared with
which Mousul is the centre of civilization.

I next went to examine the ravine east of the arc,
from which it is separated by a mound or elevation
three hundred and ninety-ﬁve feet broad in front of
the well, and of no great height. The Kermelis
road passes over, and almost obliterates it. Farther
north the separation mound is much higher, probably
twenty-five feet high, and growing narrower at the
top. The ditch, or ravine itself, is one hundred and
seventy-two feet broad, and is bounded on the east by
another mound, the highest of all, and much higher

towards the ditch; the level of the country being
E2
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higher than the bottom of the ditch. The upper
part of this mound comes to a ridge. The lower
part is broad, and seemingly rests on a bank or bed
of concretion, of which it is difficult to determine
whether it be artificial or natural, but I am rather
inclined to think the latter. The west side of the
ditch is lower, that is, between eight and ten feet
high; and from the road in a southerly direction,
exhibits almost a regular wall of concretion up to its
termination, nearly on a line with the south-east
angle of the inclosure. The bottom of the ditch is
full of loose pebbles, possibly the decomposition of
the conglomeration. A few solid fragments are seen
near the middle ; but their forms are not such as to
enable me to say positively that they were buildings.

I must not forget to repeat, that from all these
mounds, large stones, frequently with bitumen ad-
hering to them, are dug out. In general, I think
there were but very few bricks used in the building
of Nineveh.

But to return to my survey. The ditch and mound
run S. 2 W. from the Kermelis road to its south ter-
mination, and N. 1} E. to the Khausser; but it is
not quite so ruled a line as the first hollow way. I
went up the Kermelis road to the outer, or east side
of the eastern mound, and then traced it down along
the outside. Two ravines, or roads, descend through
it to the ditch, between the Kermelis road and its
termination. It decreases in height as you advance ;
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and the nature of the country outside, which is not
flat, and over which the plough has passed for ages,
repders it almost impossible to ascertain to what
extent eastwards vestiges of the former habitations
of. men might be found ; but I am inclined to.think
that Nineveh extended still farther in this direction.
This uneven country is about four miles in breadth,
commencing from the eastern part of the inclosure
on the Kermelis road, and extends north up to thé
first rising of the country to join the Koordish moun-
tains on the road from the village of Reshideh to
Vana. It then comes to the river’s edge—how far
south it extends I am unacquainted with. What
part of this space was covered by ancient Nineveh
it is, as I said before; nearly impossible now to
ascertain.

. As I was riding along the outside of this mound,
towards the Khausser, and where it becomes. much
lower, I came to some vestiges of another mound,
about fifty feet still east of the former. This mound
winds a little, and is of no great length. Before it,
the great mound becomes very low and flat, and is
ploughed over. This second mound rises in one
place to the height of nearly thirty feet, and is
divided by a road. On the highest part of this
mound where I took my stand, in order to take an
observation, I had a good view of the country roynd
me. The mound on which I was standing runs
about N. 15 W, to'S. 15 E., begioning near the
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Khausser. The village of Hashamia lay on this
side of the river, not far from its banks; and on a
high spot opposite was the termination of this mound.
The Khausser, on quitting the inclosure, turns and
runs about N. 20 W., then about N. 40 W., up
from this mound. The great mound, which is called
Eski Bari, winds and follows the river up its eastern
bank. The other bank, after the elbow N. 40 W,
is also high, and seemingly artificial likewise. The
country about the village of Hashamia is high and
uneven. The mound on which I was standing
grows less agaii], and soon terminates at a water-
course or ravine made by the rain forcing itself a
channel into the Khausser.

I now returned along the west face of the great
mound, which soon becomes higher again. I noticed
on its western boundary, which separates it from the
arc, or semicircular hollow way in which Thisbé’s
well is situated, a mount like an inverted bowl, with
a circle, or rather vestiges of building in a circle,
about half way up. I tiaced this ditch and mound
all along to its southern extremity, nearly on a line
with the south-west angle of the inclosure. Here it
opens ‘into a lower eountry, and a small ravine or
water-coursé now dry passés by it, runs parallel
with the south face of the inclosure at a few yards
distance, and discharges the waters that pour through
the ditch on very heavy rains ;' but this water-course
does not-commence with the ditch—it comes from the
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east. Close on:its edge, and indeed, even in its bed,
is the. recent excavation before mentioned, in whick
were discovered large stones and bitumen ; and this
evening, as we were riding along it on our return
home, we saw somp immense stones with bitamen i in
several other places.

But I have e little outstripped my progress.in thn
survey. In riding along in the ditch, when I came
to the place where the mound grows higher, 1
ascended it and took some sights with my compass...

My next station was at the southern termination
of the great mound. It here falls at once, without
being broken, into the common level. A little conical
artificial mount, called Zembil Tepessi, was visible
from hence, in the country outside the ruins, .and
distant about half a mile in a south-east direction §
and to the east I perceived another mound, on the
outside of Eski Bari, near .its north end, on the
Khausser, but it was not considerable. The straight
hollow way I have already described terminates
abruptly in Abdal Kaiasi, a little before Eski Bati..

We returned home a little after sunset.

November 16. — Delli Samaan, my curiosity.
hunter, brought me to-day some fragments of cuneis
form inscriptions on stone, and & seal of agate with
the priest worshipping the sun, and other symbols;
similar in every respect to some I got at Babylon.
These he found in the mound of Koyunjuk, which
the natives call the Kulaa, or Castle of Ninewe. .
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November 17.—This morning I sallied forth to
visit the country north of the ruins.of Nineveh. We
first went-up to Koyunjuk, along the banks of the
Khausser, which skirts. the greater part of it close at
the base. At the level of the water where the rains
had washed away some of the soil from off the mound,
we saw several layers of large stone-masonry, like a
solid foundation. This was near the village of Koy-
unjuk, where we crossed the Khausser ; it is about
a foot deep. As the passage is generally bad on the
Mousul road where it falls into the Tigris, people
are often forced.after rain to come up thus far, even
when they are going to the village of Reshideh, as
there is no bridge. Here it widens, and has a hard
gravelly bottom. In the spring it is sometimes un-
fordable for a short time.

The Khausser is generally drawn off for irrigating
the cotton-plantations in the alluvial ground of the
river, and, when not used for irrigation, its super-
fluous waters run through a channel east of the
Tigris to the islands below the garden.. There is a
small bridge of three arches over this channel, very
near the bridge of Mousul ; but when it is much
overflowed, it discharges itself into the Tigris above
the bridge. The lesser channel is properly the vent
of the irrigation canals.

Leaving the Khausser we passed through the area
of the inclosure to station No. 3 ; remarking on our
left, that the higher country passes through the
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walls, which are built on it, at the mount between
stations 3. and 4, and runs all along that side of the
area, exhibiting in some places the strata of concre-
tion, which may not be building. It is not so
unequivocal as the specimens in the hollow way.

We passed through the wall and then rode over
alluvial soil covered with pebbles washed down
from the higher grounds, the banks of which were
from about fifteen to twenty and thirty feet high.
They advanced outwards from the mount above station
3, in a northerly direction, sometimes descending
very gradually into the lower ground, and sometimes
more abrupt and broken, where it shows a table or
stratum of concretion, about five feet thick, and ten
or fifteen above the alluvial soil, which is horizontal,
and seems to run through the whole of the country.
The country is likewise much furrowed by rain, run-
ning off the higher and harder ground down towards
the river ; and on the edge or step, especially, is worn
into hills, by the yielding and crumbling down of
the gravel. In such a country it is not easy to say
precisely what are ruins and what are not; what is
art converted by the lapse of ages into a semblance
of nature, and what is merely nature broken by the
band of time into ruins, approaching in their appear-
ance those of art.

We went to the tomb of Sheikh Ahmed, which I
had set with my compass from many points. It is
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situated on a high promontory of this bank or step of
the higher country, overlooking the village of Kadi
Keuy. This gave me a good line of country, and I
took a set of angles with my pocketssextant care-
fully rectified, each angle being taken several times.
I next took up the detail of the river down to
Nineveh; and when I had finished, we mounted,
and descending the cliff or bank again into- the
alluvial gronnd, proceeded to the convent of St:
George. Shortly after we passed the promontory,
which is a eliff of eoncretion, out of which we re=
marked a fig-tree growing.

From this the bank retires into a semicircle forme
ing a bay. It advences again close behind the &on-
vent, and then runs westerly to the river beyond the
village of Shira Khan : the area is alluvial.. In the
bank, which is much furrowed and worn into hil-
locks, I observed some stones, lime, and other frag-
ments which seemed to indicate building.. Some
mounds near the convent, and & line of mound abotit
a hundred yards long just before it, were quite
unequivocally artificial. The convent itself is situated
on & mound, and in this solitary bay it looked like &
hermitage on Sinai. It belongs to the Clialdeans.
The church is small and ancient. At the end oppo-
site the sanctuary or altar is a high place, on which
are two pulpits for readers, a sure mark that this was
an oriental church anterior to Romanism ; and pro-

y_ N
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bably it belonged to the Nestotians. There ate many
old stranghelo* inscriptions ; but the kind of halfs
priest, half-servant who showed it to us could not in«
formme the age of it. A Dominican missionary, Padre
Gaetano, is buried there A.p. 1753. The convent is
more recent than the chureh. The terrace of the
church was clean and agreeable. In the spring it is
a favourite resort of the prineipal Turks of Mousul,
who probably eome here to indulge themselves in the
unlimited use of wine, to which the peopie of Mousul
of all religione are much addicted.

On our return we kept easterly through the high
country, which is, as I said before, furrowed by the
water making its way to the lower banks of the
river. Its surface is completely covered with pebbles,:
among which I noticed many flints. We did not:
observe anything hereabouts whi¢h could positively:
be pronounced to be a ruin. The river throws out
several branches in the low country: :

We entered the inclosure at station No. 3, ahd pro-
ceeded, as before, to the Khausser under Koyunjuk

* The different sects of Syrian Christians do not use the same
character in writing their ancient language. That employed by the
Maronites.and some others is nearly the Syriac letter of European
printed books. It is said to have been introduced by the celebrated
divine and historian Abul Faraj, or Abulfaraglus, Bishop of Seleu-
cia, in the thirteenth century. The truth is, however, that it was
formed by gradual changes from the old Syriae alphabet; called
Strcmghelo or Estranghelo, which is of considerable antiquity, and
in which, of course, the most.valuable MSS. are wntten —
C'ommumcated by a Friendto the Ed. =~ = ° )
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We examined the break of the western boundary wall
on the Khausser, and another break or opening in it
a little farther south, the earth of which it is formed
lying in layers like unburnt brick ; but I cannot posi~
tively affirm that it was unburnt brick. No reeds were
visible, even where the fractures which showed the
interior were recent. I saw again several large
stones, dug out of the lower part of this wall.

Wé¢ returned home just at sunset, the distance
from the convent being an hour and a half.

November 18.—This day I devoted to the exami-
nation of the country to the south of Nineveh. I
first went to the southern face of the inclosure,
which I measured, or rather thé Captain measured
for me, with the chain, while I took the bearings
again, in order to serve as a verification. The di-

mensions are as follows :—
Feet.’
1. The part of the western wall (from Nebbi Yunus

down) where it is highest, and turns round the

south-west angle without interruption, to south-

west angle - - - - - - - 320
2. From south-west angle to first break in the south wall 520
3. From first break to the second or principal break

or entrance - - - - - - - 1130
4. From the second break to the third - - - 510
5. From the third break to the south-west angle - 460

Total, from the south-west to the south-east angle - 2620
Or 873 yards, 1 foot.

The direction N. 84 W. The angle then rounds off
into the new direction, and the new alignment is
N. 7 56° W. Hence the termination of the straight
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hollow way is N. 24 E. The hollow way has a
fragment of concrete building just in the centre
of the mound at its termination. It is quite plain
that this hollow way is not a mere ditch or canal
dug or cut out ; for here especially its configuration
is quite clear. It rises from the foot of the eastern
boundary to the edge of the hollow way in an in-
clined plane.

From the south-east angle of the inclosure the
westernmost point of the high abrupt- bank of
Yaremjee bore N. 18 W. I was determined to in-
spect this bank myself, although I was told it was
quite natural ; yet the level of the country rose so
much at one spot, that this alone was enough to
excite my curiosity. I was indeed very glad I went
there, for I found a high abrupt bank, which was evi-
dently artificial, broken down by some former over-
flowing of the Tigris. It was forty-two feet perpendi-
cular height, and one thousand one hundred and fifty
feet long from N.85 W.t0 S. 85 E. At its western
extremity it turns a little south, and has there also
been eaten away by the water. It is on the prolon-
gation of the step from the river-bed to the higher
ground. On its south side it rises gently from the
ground ; and here is situated the village of Yaremjee,
the inhabitants of which are of the Turcoman race.
We observed likewise a few tents of the Beni Harith
Arabs. The north face of the mound-is, as I said
before, a prolongation of the step which rises from the
low alluvial ground to the higher country. Here the
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country has been cut down to a precipice by the waters,
and exhibits remains of building—such as layers of
large stones—some with bitumen on them, and a few
burnt brieks and tiles. The interior looks like the
interior of the west boundary wall of the inclosure.
The layers of stone-work were to be seen likewise.
The breadth of the mound is inconsiderable ; but it is
difficult to say what it may have been hefore the
encroachment of the river. The river has not come
up to this bank within the memory of man. The
Tureomans of Yaremjee told me that there is a tradi-
tion among them that this was the Pottery of Nine-
veh : that it seems to have been a part of Nineveh is
certain. I did not meet with any antiques deserving
of notice, except a Cufic coin or two, and a few
Agnus Dei belonging to Christian rosaries. None
‘of the stones that we observed hers had any inserip-
tions on them. The whole appearance of the face of
the mound is exactly similar to that of Koyunjuk
"where it is broken down. -Beyond or south of the
mound there are no appearances of ruins. .

I also observed all the detail of the river, both
from here and the south-west angle, with the com-
pass, and sketched it on the spot.

We then returned home along the river. The
low ground, where it is uncultivated, is covered with
bushes of tamarisk ; but in every direction we went
the cultivation was very extensive, and there seemed
little ground wasted. The people were getting in the
cotton harvest, which was almost over.



CH. XIV.] THE LANDR OF MOUSUL. 63

November 25.—We have had abundant rain yes.
terday and to-day. The first rain that falls, when it
is sufficient to soak the ground, is called * pella” by
the people of these parts, and is always much needed
by the cultivation at that season. The Mousul winter
begins generally about the end of this mouth. The in~
crease of grain here is from eight to twenty on seed.
Last year, which was a very good one, the crops yielded
twenty; but this is not comnmon. The lands in the
territory of Mousul are obliged to lie fallow every
other year. The farmers when they cultivate a spot
of ground with wheat or barley one year, plough it
the next, and let it remain without seed till the
year after; but the islands in the river are cultivated
every year, without intermission. Some hemp is
grown about Mousul, but, I believe, no flax. A
great quantity of the castor-oil plant is cultivated.
The oil is used for burning, and is said-to be effica-
cious in bruises ; but they are not acquainted with its
purgative qualities; indeed I have never met with
any Orientals who were.

November 30.—~W e have had rain for several days
past. At no season of the year is there ever so
much rain at Bagdad as has just fallen here. This
Mousul owes to the vicinity of the mountains. All
the grain of these parts is cultivated without artificial
irrigation, which is applied to cotton only. On this
account cotton is cultivated along the banks of the
river. Sometimes, by e sudden flood, the river
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inundates the cotton-grounds; but this happens
generally at a season—that is, in the spring—when
no great damage is occasioned.

‘ December 1.—We have had incessant rain. Last
night a violent thunder-storm, with very heavy
tropical rain, and one of the loudest claps, or rather

crashes, of thunder I ever heard. Such a quantity

of rain as this does not fall in Bagdad from one
year’s end to the other.® The Khausser now dis-
charges itself direct into the Tigris, and brings an
immense body of water.

December 5.—The rain still continues. This
afternoon it seemed inclined to clear up. The river
is now quite full, and has overflowed the melon-
grounds. The water-wheels are removed, and the
bridge of boats opened. So great a flood is not
common at this time of the year.

Bekir Aga, at whose expense the stone bridge
over the Tigris here was built, also built one over
the Khausser, on the Constantinople road; but it
was carried away one night by the violence of the
Khausser on a sudden inundation. ‘The bridge over
the Tigris is built wholly of stones dug out of the
walls of. Nineveh, which, as Jirjees Aga remarked,
is an inexhaustible resource.

I have learnt from Hajee Jirjees Aga a mode of
building which is still practised, and which throws
great light on some of the ruins seen at Nineveh.
Pebbles, lime, and red earth or clay are mixed to-
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gether. This in a very short time, especially after
exposure to water, becomes, as Hajee Jirjees Aga
said, like a solid rock. The lime for this purpose
must be slaked with water, and not merely burnt.
It was in this manner that he himself, by command
of the Pasha, lately caused the passage at the bridge
gate, and a part of the bank which had been carried
away by the river to be repaired. It is to be re-
marked that I learnt this, not by any inquiry about
Nineveh, but by accident, in the course of a conver-
sation on other topics.

Vou.II. F



CHAPTER XV.

Visit to the Convents—Bridge of the Khausser—Olive Planta-
tions—Yezids—Some account of them—Their great Place of
Pilgrimage—Of Burial — Large Mount — Convent of Mar
Mattei—When founded—Noble View:—Alexander the Great—
The River Bumadus—The Bishop of the Convent—Our de-
parture—Halt at Yezid Village—Tumuli—Yezid Women—
Blind Yezid Musician.

December 13.—THE weather having settled fair for
some days, and the country begun to dry a little,
I resolved to recommence my expeditions and to
complete my survey. The convent of Mar Mattei or
Sheikh Muttee, on Mount Makloube, besides being
a curious place in itself, was a favourable situation
for carrying on my trigonometrical observations, and
was the easternmost extremity of my line. I there-
fore determined to commence with that, and we left
the Pasha’s garden this morning for this purpose,
accompanied by a small party. )

We passed by the bridge of the Khausser at a
quarter past twelve, our road lying through the
aperture in the wall of Nineveh, thence up to the
place where the Khausser enters the enclosure, and
through the mount mentioned as bearing N. 39 E.
from Nebbi Yunus, and just below. the village of
Hashemia. :
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The land appeared to be well cultivated, the people’
were ploughing and sowing in many places, and the
face of the country was gently undulating ; in some
places slightly furrowed by water-courses during the
late heavy rains. At half-past one we passed, at
a little distance on our left hand, an artificial mount
of a long and narrow form, but not a hundred yards
in length. A ravine passed by and intersected our
road, which is, I believe, a continnation of that called
the Shor Dereh, to which the ruins of Nineveh may
have extended. :

At ten minutes past two we observed the villages
of Baazani and Baasheka, both similarly situated just
under the line of hills which front Makloube, and
with extensive olive-plantations before each. The
level of the country seems to decline from this point
to near these villages. Kermelis and some other
villages, with artificial mounts near them, were
visible on our right ; but the country did not become
that perfectly level alluvial-like flat that it is about
Kermelis, the undulations continuing on the right
and also in front, though rather less, and growing
more marked on the left. At this spot we saw
another artificial hill close on our left, which
seemed like one of those mounts that are the ordi-
nary accompaniments of villages in these parts; but
there was no village near this one.

‘We directed our course towards Baasheka, which
was to be our quarters for the night, and arrived at

F 2
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half past three. The olive woods before the village
were extensive and the trees were fine ones, though

“seemingly of a great age. A similar wood lies
before the neighbouring village of Baazani, and
much of the olive-oil used in Mousul is the produce
of these two villages. It is principally consumed in
the manufacture of soap, not being of a sufficiently
good quality for eating, probably from negligence in
the preparation.! It has a singular taste, but all the
Christiaps of this country prefer kunjut or sesamine
oil, which to a stranger is extremely offensive.

+ The inhabitants of Baasheka are composed of
Yezids, or, as they call themselves here, Dassini*,
and Jacobites, who have a neat-looking church.
There are also ten families of Mahometans. > The
neighbouring village of Baazani is similarly com-
posed with respect to Dassinis, but the Christians
there are I believe mostly Syrian Catholics.. The
houses are built of stone, and we had very tolerable
quarters in what is called the palace, or house of the
proprietor of the village, Emin Bey, a gentleman of

., Mousul, who sometimes visits it, as the people said,
“ to make his keif, or enjoy himself;” that is, taste

* Dasin is another name for Sinjaar, and all the Yezids called
Dassinis seem to have been originally from Sinjaar. The others,
though professing the same faith, are never called Dassinis. Dasin
is likewise the name of a large village in the province of Hakkaria,
two or three days’ journey on the other side of Amadia. There are
the ruins there of a convent dedicated to St.John. The village
too 1 hear is now ruined and abandoned.

s



CH.XV.]  RELIGION OF THE YEZIDS. 69.

the liquor of his peasantry, who all make bad wine
and strong arrack, the Yezids being even greatér
drinkers than the Christians. .

Baasheka is situated just in front of a defile,
where there is a spring which seems to be an object
of veneration to the Yezids, as is also Ain u Sufra.
They repair to them in spring to the number of two
or three thousand, men, women and children; they
offer sacrifices, play at various martial games, and
end by getting drunk. In these parties they are not
unfrequently joined by Turks and Christians. At
this season, the feast of Khidder Elias, they have a
fast of three days, which they had just finished on
the night of our arrival. There is a very neat tomb
of some Yezid saint in the olive-grounds, covered
with a white stuccoed dome. :

+The Yezids seemingly have Christianity, or some
barbarous remains of it, among them. They admit
both baptism and circumcision; believe in the
metempsychosis ; never say ““such a one is dead,”
but “ he is changed;” never enter a Christian church
without kissing the threshold and putting off their
shoes.* Their principal burial-place is at Bozan, a
village at the foot of the mountain of Rabban
Hormuz, and bodies are carried there from all parts.
It was formerly a Christian village with a monastery.

The Khan of Sheikh Khan or Baadli is the Pope
of the Yezids. He is descended from the family of
the Ommiades, and is esteemed the Emir Hadje of
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the Yezids. /Their great place of pilgrimage is at
Sheikh Adi, three hours distant in the mountains
beyond Sheikh Khan, and it is said to have been a
Christian monastery *, 'The church, conventicle, or

whatever it may be called, is said to resemble that at-

Jerusalem, every different tribe of Yezids having. its
own separate station in it. Their Peer or Sheikh
reads prayers, every one at intervals crying out
“ Amen ;” and this is the whole of their worship.
It is true that they pay adoration, or at least a sort of
worship, to Mellek Taous, the figure of a bird placed
on a kind of candlestick . They will not spit into
the fire or blow out a candle with their breaths.
When the sun just appears above the horizon they
gsalute it with three prostrations. When they are
taxed by the Christians and Turks with having no
books, they say it is because God has so peculiarly
enlightened their minds as to render books and a
written law unnecessary{.

" #% T have since been informed by a Christian priest who has
been at Sheikh Adi, which he says ix four houts from Baadli,
that the Ziyaret, or place of pilgrimage, has been a Christian
church, dedicated to St. 'Thaddeus. The sanctuary is still perfectly
distinguishable. There is a spring of water in it which is received
into a basin, and used by the Yezids for baptizing their children,
whom they dip three times, but say no prayers on the occasion.

- 4 This' figure is that of a cock, and is produced but once a
year for the purpose of worship.

t The following is the account given of the Yezids by the
Turkish historian Haji Khalfah in the Jehan Numa. ¢ The Yezids
reckon themselves disciples of Sheikh Hadi, who was one of the
Merwanian caliphs. The Yezids were originally Sufites, who have

CT "
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. 'The lime-hills behind Baasheka are composed of
sandstone, limestone and gypsum. We saw a great
quantity of the latter, seemingly of a very good
quality, preparing for use at the village. It is first
broken inte pieces, then burnt, and afterwards re-
duced to a fine powder by being placed in a circle
paved with stones, and rather lower at the perimeter.
than the centre. Mules tread round this as if they
were treading out the corn, dragging after them
a heavy stone-roller, not cylindrical, but  square,
which at every turn beats the time with its whole
weight. It is a simple and convenient contrivance. .

From an eminence just behind the- village I had
several sights with my compass, and among the rest
of Ain u Safra or Saree Boolak, or yellow spring,
about an hour and a half distant, bearing S. 36 E.
from the village. It is situated in a ravine, and-
descending from the north end of the-hill runs south
towards the north-east. The water is of a yellow
eolour and acid taste. It is one of the sprirlgs held
sacred by the Yezids, as already mentioned *.

A large mount with a flat surface, its sides broken
fallen into error and darkness. Those whom they call their Sheikhs
wear black turbans, whence they are called Kara Bash (black
head) ; they never hide their women. They buy places in Para-
dise from their Sheikhs, and on no account curse the Devil or
Yezid. The Sheikh Hadi has made our fast and prayer a part of
their abominable faith, and they say that at the day of judgment:
he will cause numbers to enter into Paradise. They have a great

enmity to the Doctors of the Law.” *
* See p. 69.
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in some places, looking like a small Koyunjuk, was
visible about one mile distant in 8. 7 W. This
mount is called by the peasants Tel Billa, and is very
aucient. On a pinnacle or broken part of the: face
of the line of hills, just below or south-east of the
village, are the remains. of a building called by the:
peasants Kalaa u Safra; and they say Safra, of
‘whom they make a personage, resided there in very‘
ancient times.

.The hill on which Mar Daniel ¥, another old
Christian ChUICh is situated, and of which it occu-
pies the highest and central point, is abrupt on its
western and sloping on its eastern side, where it
descends to broken ground that runs along to the
southern extremity of the line of hills that screen
Makloube. These again are abrupt on their western
faces, and all broken into glens or ravines. On the
east they decline gently into a vale much higher
than the country on their west. They (more cor<
rectly it, for it is one continued line) do-not extend
very far north; and on the south they terminate
hefore they reach the extremity of Makloube. The
course seems east and west.

December 14.—There is a road by the spring Am
u Safra through a defile in the hills into- the vale of
Makloube, but as it is stony and troublesome we pre-
ferred going round by the southern extremity. We

" * The only mention I can find of Mar Daniel is in Asseman,
tom, ii. p. 247,
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mounted at. twenty.minutes past ten-and kept 8. 84
E. along the.foot of the hills. Soon after we came
tosthe litble:Yezid village of Hajee Jo; and a little
after; eleven, at: the. foot of the: hills, we passed the
Yezid village of Kofan, where a. great Peer or
Yeunid saint -resides..i At a quarter before twelve
our course /turned.N. 20 W.. over the hills, near
their texmination. into the broken valley which sepa-
rates them from Makloube. The convent from hence
had a formidable and ihaccéésible: appearance. At
noowwe neached:a . little -spring fringed with some
dwarf oleanders. The bare and broken hills of sand-
stene .and Jimestone - had. put me much in mind
of .some of the-islands. of: .the. Archipelago, and the
oleanders strengthened the resemblance.

. Soon, after we passed the. little Yesid village of
Mgerik;) shortly. after which we began the steep ascent
of the howatain up.to the.convent, through the project-
ing wings of the ¥ock. - The road, not a bad one for
stioh a situation, wound in.short sharp turns up the
face of the precipide. -Mrs: Rieh'rode the whole way
up, but the example was. not.followed by many of us.
At a quarter to one we reached :the gate of the con-
vent, the asceat having occupied just thirty minutes.
The convent has much theappearance of a strong-
hold, being composed 'of two large towers, or build-
ings resembling towers, at each extremity, united
indeed by a common wall." Had this curtain been
embattled, and the wall a little thicker, it would pass
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for a very tolerable baron’s castle of the fourteenth
century. It is situated on the very edge of the pre-
cipice; and the bare rock rises immediately behind
it, in which indeed are ensconced many chambers,
and parts of the structure. It is, in short, built in
the abrupt face of the mountain, like a martin’s nest,
and the general plan is not very easy to describe.
It consists principally of the aforesaid towers and two
courts between them, with an infinity of little de-
tached holes, nooks, and chambers in the rock ; but
from a great many of them being now in ruins, it is
evident that the whole establishment must at one
time have been much more considerable. Indeed it
formerly seems to have been a place of strength, for
Tamerlane took it by storm. He assaulted it from
the eastern side of the mountain, and entered just
above its south-east angle. There were then works
built on the rock, which is now unproteeted, and
commands it. The present habitable part, and the
church, which is in the south-east angle, have .been
recently fitted up, under the protection of the Pasha
of Mousul’s brother, Hajee Osman Bey, but the
skeleton of this part of the design seems to have
been preserved. In the highest part of the inclosure
up the hill are seen some lines of large stones; part
of the original building. This convent belongs to
the Jacobites, and the abbot is always a Matran or
bishop. The present incumbent is an old man, and
besides himself he has only one monk, and & lad who
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is educating for the priesthood.. According to the
abbot Matran Mousa, the convent was founded in
334 A.p. by Mar Mattei, a saint, and ecompanion of
St. George, who fled from the persecution of Diocle-
tian, and took refuge here. Having by his prayers
healed the daughter named Havla, of the King of
the Assyrians, he obtained permission to build this
convent. Baut this, to the best of my recollection, is
recorded in Assemanni, in a much more authentic
manner. -

The famous Gregory Bar Hebreeus, or Abulfaraj,

is buried here®. '
-, * The following is taken from Assemanni:—

In the time of Shapour, King of Persia, two convents were
founded in Assyria, at or near Nineveh. First, St. Matthew, on
mount Elphaphius, also called Chuchta; the other, St. Jonah.
The first was occupied by the Jacobites, the other by the Nesto-
rians, The convent of Mar Mattei is also mentioned, under Bar-
ebreeus the bishop of Seleucia, who was put to death by Firouz, in
197 of the Greeks, or A.n. 486" It is also called Chuchta, in
Mount Elpheph. Isaac of Nineveh was a monk in Mar Mattei,

about the year 590 a.n. In the year 1171, when Noureddin
Zenghi, Lord of Damascus, was at Mousul, the Koords broke into

* The era called Alexandrian is that of the Seleucids, com-
mencing with the entrance of Seleucus Nicator into Babylon,
three hundred and eleven years and four months before the com-
mencement of our.era. It was once much used, especially by the
eastern Greeks, and by the Jews, who call it the era of contracts,
from having been compelled by the Macedonian kings to adopt it
in civil processes. It is still used by some of the Arabs. The
Arabic name for it, Taarick-dheil-Karnain, the era of the two-
horned, seems to have given rise to the supposition that it began
with Alexander, whose well-known claims to descent from Jupiter
Ammon occasioned his being represented with horns, as was

Seleucus also, from some cause not so fully ascertained.—By a
Friend. ‘
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‘From the terrace of the south tower where we are
lodged, we have a noble and extended view, com-
prising the whole of Alexander’s operations from the
passage of the Tigris, to the arrival at Arbela, after
the battle of Gaugamela. The Bumadus meanders
at the foot or southern extremity of this mountain,
and I am now told it rises just below Amadia. I
can trace the Zab plainly.

December 15.—The morning was rather thlck and
cloudy, so that 1 could not get any altitude for the
time, Nevertheless the distance was clear enough
to enable me to go on with my observations upon
the country, and this is indeed a noble station for
the purpose.

I had a hard day’s work, and to relieve myself a
little from the fatigue of the observations, I went
again to see the church. As I thought before, the
skeleton of the building is old. In a room or recess
adjoining the sanctuary, we were shown the tomb of
the convent of Mar Mattei, and slew Matthew the Archimandrite ;
and it was again ruined by the Koords in A.p. 1369.

The following is extracted from among other notes in Mr. Rich’s
Journal, but without any reference. It is probably taken from
Assemanni. :

Mar Mattei came from Nice to this place. Mar Behnan, son
of the King Sennacherib of Nineveh, was martyred by his father
for having embraced Christianity from Mar Mattei. Sennacherib
afterwards repented, and becoming a Christian, from the persuasion
of Mar Mattei, founded the convent. Mar Behnan’s sister Sarah
was also a saint. Sennacherib was a Mellik or Provincial Governor

under the Romans, as the Bey of Jezira, or Pasha of Amadia,
are now under the Turks.

.
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the founder, Mar Mattei, with that of his successor
Zaccheus, and several of his disciples.  On the tomb-
stones, which project out of the wall like desks, are
inseriptions in stranghelo, or, as it is called here,
seringheli. On that of Mar Mattei was the date
of 1530, that is, of Alexander, or 1230 of Christ*,
at least this is what the priest told me, for I cannot
yet read stranghelo, though I hope soon to be able.
The name of the King of the Assyrians is said to be
Sem Hhareebs, and he was the father of Mar Behnan,
or St. Elias, or Khidder Elias. This is a fine ga/i-
matias ! -~ I hope to be able however to clear it up,
by reference to Assemanni. ‘

On the terrace above is a smaller church dedlcated
to the Virgin, but service is seldom or never per-
formed in it. We went into a cleft or hole in the
rock on the north end, where the water comes from
that supplies the convent. It is rain-water collected
in the mountain, and it is conducted down tothis
spot and let out by a brass cock as required. The
water is good, and though it be rain-water, the pas-
sage through the rock gives it the qualities of water
from a spring.

We next went to see the old bishop in his room,
in the northern tower. The room was good in itself,
but filthy and wretched in all its accompaniments.

* This date probably refers to a period when the tomb of Mar
Mattei was repaired, or when a new one was erected. The con-
vent was founded by Mar Mattei in 334, according to the present
bishop, and somewhere about that time, according to Assgmanni.
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He showed me a part of the Bible on vellum in
stranghelo characters, which I was fortunate enough
to procure from him. It was indeed of very little
use to him, and from the state it was in when it was
brought to me, I may flatter myself with having saved
it from total destruction.

' After our visit to the bishop was over, we went
out of the convent to see a cave and a spring, much
celebrated in these parts by all keifinakers, or seekers

i of pleasure. Turning a corner a little way north of

the convent, on the face of the rock, we came to
a recess, or platform, planted with olives ; behind
which the rock forms a semicircular recess, hung
with weeds and small-bushes, in a picturesque man-
ner, the water dropping down from the arch of a
rock above. Two little doors cut in the rock admit
you ; one into a cave in which is a few feet of water
collected by droppings from the roof, and discharg-
ing itself into a little reservoir in front; and the
other, into a larger cave, communicating with the
former, the air of which I felt quite warm. The
roofs of both are covered with stranghelo writing,
not of a very remarkable description. The tempera~
ture of the larger cave was 65°; the water in the
smaller one 656°. These caves may possibly have
been originally natural, but they have certainly been
improved by art; and the entrances and communi-
cations, which are small and low, are no doubt arti-
ficial. This would form no contemptible summer-
retreat.
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"I perceive that these people do not like to be called
Jacobites. The bishop corrected me frequently, and
said they were Syrians.\ The Roman Catholic Sy-
rians call themselves by that name, and the others
they call Jacobites, as sectaries of Jacobus Baradeus.
These latter, again, will not allow they are sectaries,
and insist on being called by their national appel-
lation.

I must do the old bishop the justice to record a
fact, though it tells rather against myself. / In affirm-

- ing something, I made use of the common Maho-

metan form of “ Wallah,” by God. He stopped me
immediately.  Cannot you affirm simply,” said he,
“ without taking God’s name in vain? If you believe
in the Gospel, do not swear.” But unfortunately,
having learned all my oriental languages from Ma-
homedans, their profane modes of expression are so
very familiar to me, that I fear I must often uncon-
sciously have offended him in the course of conver-
sation.\

December 16.—1 was hard at work till near three
o’clock in the afternoon, sketching the country and
finishing my observations, and the day was delight-
fully clear and favourable for my purpose. I then
went to the top, and over to the other side of the
mountain, the ascent to which was extremely steep.

South-east of the conyent in a cleft in the moun-
tain is a small olive-plantation, with a fine spring of
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water belonging to the convent. The mountain is
cut down in every part by deep and steep ravines,
which indent it, and make it appear as if the centre
was supported by buttresses. Some small dwarf oak
bushes, which are found all over it, reminded me of
Koordistan. From a stand, not on the highest part,
but on one of the eastern buttresses, east a little
south of the convent, I had a fine view over the
plain of Naokor, and the whole course of the Buma-
dus, from its issue out of the mountains to its junc-
tion with the Zab. Naokor, which is under Amadia,
begins on the east bank of the Ghazir or Bumadus.
Just at the foot of the buttress on which we stood, it
is joined by a smaller river called the Gomel *. The
plain of Naokor is quite flat, and alluvial-like, except
along the Ghazir, and where it is crossed by some
lines of low broken hills slightly elevated above the
level of the plain. The most remarkable of these is
a straight line of furrowed and broken ground, run-
ning due south-east from the foot of Makloube and
junction of the Gomel and ‘Ghazir up to the moun-
tain, to the place whence the Zab issues, or there-
abouts. The basin of the Zab is deep. Between
the Zab and the Bumadus a stream issues from the

* The Gomel comes from the first range of mountains. Itis
now rather less than the Khausser, but it is often swollen to a
much greater size than that river ever attains, that is, fully as

large as the Ghazir, and is then frequently impassable for days
together. . .
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mountains, and falls into the Zab. Over a low range
of hills I observed a line of snowy mountains, among
which is Akra, a pointed summit covered with
snow; and some still higher mountains, which I
think must be Zagros, peeped behind them, espe-
cially to the north-east. The vale, or rather plain,
of Naokor is, at a rough guess, about ten miles
over™®, . I
The line of broken hills, or rather furrowed ground,
I have already mentioned, rises, on its north face, as
if it had been struck with a ruler. On its south
side it is furrowed down gently towards the Buma-
dus. Arbil would no doubt have been clearly visible,
had not a small line of furrowed hills on the other
side of the Zab interposed.

We observed on the sides of the mountain an im-
mense quantity of squills, seemingly growing in a
very luxuriant manner. There were many other
plants, with which I am unacquainted. :

We returned over the mountain by a more direct
but more precipitous road. On a sudden, without

any previous menaces, my old giddiness in the head:
attacked me, and I fell in a very bad place. I soon, .

however, recovered, and I reached the convent in
safety. We started three red-legged partridges on
our way home. Wild boars are said to be found here.

* Resin, or Ras ul Ain, or head of the waters, is an old place
and convent under the mountain at the farthest extremity of
Naokor, on the Akra road.

Vou. 1I. G
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+ 'The ruios of the convent extend & great way on
the right and left, and above the present building,
and- some remains of towers indicate its former
strength. Up in the rock above is a chamber cut
out of the rock, with an inscription in it, said to
have been a place of retirement of the founder, St
Matthew, where he lived before he obtained permis-
sion to build the convent. It was in too precipitous
a situation to admit of my attempting to visit it, so
soon after my attack of giddiness in the head.

. The monk, who was our companion in our after«
noon’s walk, told us that some time ago a few rob«
bers from Amadia got over the back wall of .the
convent from the rock behind, and attempted to
plunder the church. One monk was killed, and
himself very desperately wounded. The Yezids of
the neighbouring village of Meirik heard some shots
fired, and immediately ¢ame to the relief of the pooy
monks. . = ‘
My accident ‘had detained me beyond the time I
had fixed for my return, in order to have an observa«
tion of the azimuth. As soon as I ¢ame back, how-
ever, I ran up to the terrace, and took a few sights,
though I was still feeling very low.

December 17.—My work in this neighbourhood
being finished, I took leave of the monks, and left
the convent, descending by the road we came, which
indeed is the only practicable one; but we all went
down on foot. At half past ten we mounted at the
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foot of the rock, and proceeded on in the direction of
the Yezid village of Moghara, slanting over 'the
Cols, and towards the other side-of the Vale. . At
twelve we reached the little Yezid village of Sheral
Airan, on a ravine descending from the line towards
the Gomel. We travelled but slowly to-day, con-’
stantly going up and down over stony ground.

. After a short halt we mounted again, a little
before one, and proceeded in a north-west direction,
still going up and down, the ravines running down
perpendicular to our road. We passed the Maho-
metan village of Ahmed Bey, and then, following the
course of a ravine, we arrived about two at the little
Koordish village of Shorjee, in-the hollow which
receives-ell the waters that come down- on this side.
In the bottom of the ravine is a stream*. All about
the country is very much cut up; and is something’
like that about the neighbourhood of Derbend.

After leaving Shorjee we travelled faster, as the
country was less furrowed, and the descent to the.
hollow more gentle. - The crest, or ridge of hills-
parallel with us, was on our left; and at three we
passed a large village under them, - called - Kani
Maran. This village is inhabited by the Rozhbian,’
or Rozhvian, and Bajilan Koords. Just before this
is the high land that separates the waters of the
Khausser from those of the Gomel. It is rather

* The Gomel. - :
G2



8t .  TUMULL - [ca. xv.

curved on the north-west, and descends from near
the top of the ridge.
- "From Kani Maran we descended over the ridge,
which soon terminates on the right, or rather is pro-
longed into broken ground. Soon after we came in
sight of the village of Seidkhan just before us; and
close on the right of our road, a little stream called
the Naoran bursts from a place called Ras ul Ain,
and, passing through Seid Khan, after turning many
mills, it joins the Khausser. We now turned S. 25 E.,
keeping the ridge on our left, and going along the
foot of it. In the plain on our right we remarked
there were many tumuli, or mounts, not far from
each other, some with villages at the foot of them,
some without. There was a large one, with an ex-
tensive flat top, like Tel Billa, and about the same
size and shape. At ten minutes before four we
arrived ‘at the village of Imam Fadhla, inhabited by
Rozhvian and Bajilan Koords. It was a very large
pleasant-looking village, with good gardens about it,
and here we halted for the day.
. We were obliged to wind much during this day’s
march, as the surface of the ridge of hills, among
which we were travelling, being an abrupt sandstone
cliff, the direct road over them would have been very
difficult, if not impossible, for loaded animals.
December 18.—We mounted at half past nine, and
retraced our steps to the road of yesterday, as far as
the mill on the Naoran, just above the village of
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Seidkhan, where we halted for a little while. The
country was- quite open and gently declining down
from the foot of the ridge to the Naoran in the plain.
- At half past twelve we .crossed the Khausser, and
passed Kelata, an Arab village, near which was a
mount on the west bank of the river; and at
twenty-five minutes past one we arrived at our
quarters for the night, at .the considerable Dassini
village of Sirej Khan. The famous Yezid capital
Baadli, the residence of Mir Sheikh Khan, is N. 40
E.,, three hours off, just under the first line of moun-
tains. :
We remarked here, as in all the villages about
Mousul, that the straw or forage is kept in little
heaps, generally circular, with 2 mud and straw
roofing over it. They look like graves at a dis-
tance. o

* All the women in the villages through which we
have passed wear the Tcharokia, but in the Turko-
man, not the Koordish way ; that is, knotted over
one shoulder and falling down before and behind,
leaving one side open. It had not a bad effect. It
is made of a checked woollen stuff, commonly of
light blue and red, or dark brown and red. colours,
sometimes resembling tartan.

The Yezid women’s head dress* is somethmg
like that of the Bebbeh Koordish ladies, but swells

* See accompanying plate.
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out ‘more "in front, and js not so regularly cons
structed ; and, being covered with white linen, looks
hke a pillow on the head.

The principal article of food in the territory. of
Mousul, especially among the peasantry, is pilaw,
made of -burgool, which is a preparation of wheat,
heavy and not agreeable ta those unaccustomed to it.
Rice is scarce and dear. I believe that none is
grown in the territory, and that all that.is used
is brought from Koordistan, .

.+ At _night we had a musician of some celebrxty
among the Yezids to entertain us. He played the
Taniboureh very fairly, and sang us some songs
of his own nation. The first was a Sinjar song,
about the carrying off of a very celebrated beauty
named Gazhala, from among the Yezids of Sinjar,'
by Hassan Pasha, father of the celebrated Ahmed
Pasha of Bagdad. She was betrothed to & Sinjar
chief, and was within three days of her marriage.
Her beauty is still mueh celebrated in song by the
Sinjaris *. - He next gave us the lament for Hassan
Bey, the late chief of Sheikhkhan, who was treache-
rously murdered by Zebir Pasha, the late Prince of
Amadia. The present chief of Sheikhkhan is named
Saleh Bey. Like the Druzes, the Yezids com.
monly choose Mahometan names.! The family at
Baadli, called Mir Sheikhkhan, is of very great

* Sinjar is always called by the Koords Zingharra,
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antiquity, and is recognized as the chief of all the
Yezids, whether Dassinis, Muvessins, or Dinnadis.
They call the family Pesmeer or Begzadehs.

“He gave us many other songs, some traditional,
some amatory, but all in the same style; that is,
a kind of wild howl. One of the Amadia airs
which he gave was more like the Persian or 'Turkish
melodies, and quite of a different ‘character from
thpse of his own country. He also improvvised some-
thing in a kind of chaunt which was not at all
disagreeable. He ran over the words with great
rapidity and rhymed them. The Koordish language
affords great facilities for this exploit, but I could
only understand a word here and there  his dialect
differed so considerably from the one to which
I have been accustomed, as completely to puzzle
a stranger, Our musician, who was a merry fellow,
was named Lasso: he is blind, and has a brother
who is also blind, and likewise a musician, Much
curious traditional histery might be learned from
such people at a favourable opportunity ; that is to
say, by passing a little time among them privately
without any Mahometans being present. From
what I have seen-and heard of the Yezids, they seem
lively, brave, hospitable, and good-humoured. They
were delighted at this village to see us, and enter-
tained our people most hospitably. Under the
British government much might be made of them.
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CHAPTER XVI.

Appearance of the Country — Cultivation — Yezid Villages —
Boundary of the Pashalik of Mousul—Chaldean Town of Al
Kosh—Convent of Rabban Hormuzd—Its situation—Rocky
Road — Caves and Grottoes — The Church — Vespers—The
Monks—Their Appearance—Manner of Life—The Abbot—
The Monastery founded by the Son of a King of Persia—

" Library destroyed—Manuscripts fast perishing in the East—
Departure from the Convent—Description of the Scene «—
Chaldean Village of Tel Iskof—Crowds assemble to stare at
the Party—Valuable Chaldean MSS.—Ancient Sepulchre—
Telkeif — Chaldeans—Ruined Churches— Description of the
Country—Return to the Garden-house at Mousul—Visit the
Pasha—Bones and Skulls found at Rabban Hormuzd—Yezid
from Sinjar—Yezid Woman gifted with a Spirit.

December 19.—WE mounted at nine this morning.
The weather looked threatening. We entered imme-
diately on the line or ridge we had skirted on our
right, during the latter part of our yesterday’s
march, which proved to be very confused broken
ground, conmsisting of ravines, bare ridges, and
crumbling sandstone ; yet here and there patches of
cultivation were visible. Indeed, but little of the
Mousul territory seems lost, every part of it being
cultivated that is at all capable of it. - After passing
some Yezid villages we at length emerged from this
'very broken ground, and began a long and gentle
descent, which only terminated at about a mile from
Al Kosha On our right was a very fine, extensive,

-~

.. BT = —




CH.XV1.] “THE YEZID CAPITAL. 89

and perfectly level plain, very well cultivated and
studded with villages. Baadli, the Yezid capital
of Mir Sheikhkhan, was on our right, close under
the bare stony mountains, and at the distance of
about nine miles, near the defile whence the Gomel
issues. The Pashalik of Mousul extends as far as
the Gomel, but Sheikhkhan is in the territory of
Amadia. Just at the defile of the Gomel a ridge or
line of hills, exactly like the line which fronts Mak-
loube commences and runs east, or rather east a
little south. This subordinate line is, I observe,
continued at intervals along the front line of the
Koordish mountains, which are, I think, higher and
more rocky than Giozheh. This face of them was
quite precipitous. On our left they rise again into a
hill, behind which is the territory of Doban belong-
ing to Amadia, and the Chaldean town of Dohok.
‘As we descended we noticed close on our left a large
and ancient artificial mount called Girghiaour, or the
Infidel’s Mount. Most of the villages in the plain
had smaller mounts near them, and at a great dis-
tance on the east was a very large and remarkable
one, the name of which I could not learn. A little
farther on our left than Girghiour was the Yezid
village of Sherabi. This road was formerly much
infested by marauding parties of Yezids, but, thanks
to the vigilance of Ahmed Pasha of Mousul, it is
now quite safe.

The town of Al Kosh,(which is entirely mhablted
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by Chaldeans,’was before us, a little way up the foot
of the mountain ; @nd on the right of it, ahout a mile
higher up, in a rocky defile or opening in the moup-
tains, was the Chaldean convent of Rabban Hormuzd,
whither we were journeying, and which from this
spot wore a most imposing appearance, Nothing was
clearly distinguishable but a heavy square building of
a dusky red colour, hanging quite over a precipice,
like some Lama pagoda. The dark clouds rolled
over the summit of the mountain almost down to the
convent, and greatly increased the gloominess of its
aspect and its apparent height.: We seemed to be
retreating from the world and entering on some
wild and untried state of existence, when we found
ourselves in the rocky strait by which it is aps
proached, The situation appeared to be well chosen
for dé¥otion, but devotion of a savage and gloomy
character. 'The hills gradually rose very soon after
the slope had terminated. An immense torrent,
now dry, had brought down prodigious fragments of
rock. Keeping along its edge, we reached at eleven
the entrance of the defile, along a rocky and rough
road. This defile expands and scoops out the moun-
tain into a kind of wild amphitheatre, in which, not
half way up, the convent is situated, It was only the
latter part of the road which was very steep. The
red building we had seen from afar was part of
a church, or rather churches, there being several
together, All the amphitheatre, from the top to the
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bottom, is fiill of little eaves and grottoes, those near
the church and extending up the rock far above it,
being appropriated to the use of the monks, of whom
there are fifty, only four or five of wham are priests.
Each monk has a separate cell, and the communica-
tions between them are by little terraces, The rocks
are craggy and broken, and of fine harmonious tints,
being eof freestone, of which the church is built. I
is now undergoing a thorough repair in a very neat
manner, It stands on a platform elevated from
the precipice, but very little of the ancient fabria
remains. :

We arrived at half-past eleven: we were accoms
modated in rather an airy lodging, in a kind of
sacristy or chapel adjoining the church. Our people
established themselves as well as they could in the
surrounding ecaves, and the horses we sent back
to the village. . :

In the afternoon I went to vespers. The congre-
gation of rustic dark-looking monks, together with
the gloominess and simplicity of the church, which
is merely a narrow arched or vaulted room, with
no light but what is admitted from the small dome,
might well remind one of the solitude of St. Saba.
Indeed the monks were not less Thebaid in their
appearance, being dusky-looking men, clothed in
the coarsest manner, like peasants, but more sombre
in their colours; their gown being of a dark blue or
black canvass, with a common Abba or Arab cloak
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of brown woollen over it. On their heads they wear
a small skull-cap of brown felt, with a black hand-
kerchief tied round it. The priests are rather better
clothed, in black dresses, with black turbans on theis
heads. The monks are of all trades—weavers,
tailors, smiths, carpenters, and masons; so that the
wants of the convent are entirely.supplied by the
convent itself. Their wants are indeed very few,
the order being that of St. Anthony, and very
rigorous in its observances. The monks never eat
meat, except at Christas and Easter. Sometimes,
indeed, if any of their friends bring them a.little as
a present, they are not forbidden-to eat it;. but no
meat is provided for the convent. The daily food is
some boiled wheat and bread, and even this in small
quantities. Wine and spirits are altogether pro-
hibited, and none but the treasurer is allowed to
touch money*. . : .

" * The monks live separately and alone in their cells, when not
employed at their work, and are forbidden to talk to one another..
A bell summons them to church several times a day, besides
which they meet in the church at midnight for prayer: again at
day-break, and at sun-set, when they each retire to their cells with-
out fire or candle. Some of these cells are far from the others, in
very lonely situations, high up the mountains in steep places, and
look difficult to get at by day; how much more =0 in dark and
stormy nights! They are surrounded by wild plundering tribes of
Koords, who might come down and murder them in their different
retreats, without their cries for help being heard ; but their poverty
preserves them from such attacks. There were several young
men among them, who had retired here, being, as they told us,
weary of the world, and hoping to find rest in this solitude, and
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- December 20.—The abbot, who had been absent,
returned last night, and came to pay me a visit this
morning. He is a native of Mardin, but studied at
Diarbekir, under my friend Monsignore Agostino
the patriarch, and speaks Turkish tolerably. I liked
him much. When he was appointed Abbot of the
convent, about twelve years ago, he found it nearly
in ruins. He is now repairing the churches. The
principal one is of course dedicated to St. Hormuzd ;
the one next to it to the four Evangelists ; one
above stairs to the angels: they are all under the
same roof. The principal part of the new pile is
reddened with sheep-ruddle, in order to preserve the
freestone from the action of the weather. The build-
ing costs but little, the monks being the artificers,
and the mountain all around supplying them with an
inexhaustible store of fine freestone and beautiful
greenish gypsum. A master-mason from Mousul,
of the Chaldean sect, volunteered to direct their
labours ; and small articles—such as paint, a little
glass, wood, &c.—are contributed by the charitable
among their own nation. Little wood, however, is
 required, except for joiners’ work.

The monastery was founded by Tomarsa, patri-
arch of Seleucia®*, who, the Abbot said, was the

acceptance with God, through religious exercises of a painful and
mortifying nature. They did not look either happy or healthy ;
and we were told they die young.—Ed.

* Tomarsa, or Tamuza, was Archbishop of Ctesiphon, or Pa«
triarch of the Chaldeans, from A.p. 384 to 392,
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fourth Chaldean patriarch before they became Nes-
torians. Hormuzd lived before the persecution of
Yezdigerd. He was the son of a king of Persia,
and was martyred for his faith. His body was
brought .from Persia and deposited here. 'The
Abbot confessed he did not know much about him,
but he is the grand national saint of the Chaldean
nation, whether Nestorian or Catholic. )

Matran .Hanna, the Chaldean Archbishop of
Mousul, states that this convent was founded in the
third century of the Christian era by Hormuzd, a
native of Shirauz, and that he first came and dwelt
in a large monastery called Beraalti, on the Bu-
madus, near the village called Hassan Shann, Whlch
monastery is now in ruins®,

The quantity of caves and little grottoes all over
the hollow of the mountain, or rocky amphitheatre, is
quite surprising, An earthquake filled a great many
of them, and the natural ruin and crumbling down

. % The following particulars are from Assemanni:—*Rabban
Hormuzd, the Bishop, was martyred about the thirty-sixth year
of the persecution (Qu. of Diocletian ?) and the sixty-sixth of the
reign of Shapor.  About the year 877, John Sulaca was ordained
Patriarch of the Chaldeans at Rome., In 1552 Marcus, in a
letter to Busbequius, says he lived at the monastery of Rabban,
which seems then to have conslsted of fifty monks.””—Assem.,
vol. i, p. 525.

Rabban Hormuzd seems afterwards to have been the residence
of the Nestorian Patriarch; the Catholic Chaldean one residing
at Diarbekir,—~Leonardus Abel apud Mireeum in Bibliothec.
Eccles., p. 58. Assem., vol. i, p. 538. Note.
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of the mountain has also obliterated multitudes. Tha
monks say they frequently discover grottoes in clear-
ing away rubbish. It is not likely that this immense
number of grottoes, dispersed at all heights and dis-
tances, should have been purposely constructed by
the founder of the church; yet that the greater part
tannot be natural is quite evident on the slightest
inspection. Some may possibly have been made in
cutting stone; but this cannot be the case with by
far the greater number, as their form testifies, being
small, oven-like excavations, with a little aperture,
and sometimes two, for a door and a window. Oné
or two of those which I entered had two stone beds,
or niches, in the wall, exactly as if they had been
intended for the reception of dead bodies, like those
at Kifri. They may all at one time have served for
this, and this immense amphitheatre have been no
more than a dakkmeh, or burying-place of the old
Persians*. Some of the lost Syriac and Chaldean
manuscripts would, in all probability, have thrown
light upon this curious place. There were formerly
kept in this convent about five hundred volumes
of old Stranghelo manuscripts on vellum; but they
were thrown together in an old vault on the side of
the hill, a part of which was carried away by a tor-

* If cutting stone was the original cause of the formation of
some of these grottoes, it has also contributed to their destruction ;
for the people now, in repairing the convent, cut down the face of
crags for stone, aud cut out caves, or open and cut them away.
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rent; and the books being damaged, were deemed
of no further value, and consequently were torn up
and thrown about. Some scattered leaves were
shown to me, which were unquestionably of the
highest antiquity. Manuscripts are fast perishing in
the East; and it is almost- the duty of a traveller to
rescue as many as he can from destruction*, I sent

® One of Mr. Rich’s objects upon this tour to the Christian
convents and villages in the territory of Mousul was for this very
purpose. For many years he had spared neither time, money, nor
labour, in pursuit of this object, and he finally succeeded in rescu-
ing from destruction a few of the Syriac manuscripts scattered
over this part of Assyria. They are little valued by their pos-
sessors, until an offer of purchasing them is made, and then, with
that avidity for money which is so undisguised in the East, they
express unwillingness to part with them, in order, too generally, to
secure a large sum being offered for them. The collection made
by Mr. Rich during his residence in the East is now in the Bri-
tish Museum, where it has been carefully examined, and is highly
valued by one whose power of judging of its merits is unques-
tionable; from whom the Editor has just received the following
letter* :—

~ * British Museum, Jan. 14, 1836.

Dear Mrs. Rica,—

" In compliance with the wish you expressed when I had the
pleasure of meeting you at Sir Robert Inglis’s, I send you a list
of that portion of the Rich MSS. which are in the Syriac lan-
guage. .

The greater part of these MSS. are Biblical, and have a claim
to be considered of much importance ; for though they furnish
few various readings not previously known, they give strong con-
firmation to the integrity of the received text of the Peshito version
of the Scriptures, and several of them carry up this text to a very
remote antiquity. No. 14 is perhaps the most ancient copy of
the New Testament in the Syriac language now existing, having
been written in the year 768 of our era, The MSS. of the Pen-
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Aga Minas to-day to hunt for baoks in the town of
Alkosh, and he fortunately procured me a very valu-
able Chaldean manuscript of the New Testament, in
vellum, of the highest antiquity, and which was fast
perishing.

I find my friend Hussein Aga has rather over-
rated the extent of his master’s dominions, which, in
fact, end at Alkosh; and we are now really in the
territory of Amadia, and surrounded by the wild
tribes of the Muzuri, Dostaki, Baranki, Shinki, and

tateuch, No. 1, and that of the Prophets, No. 8, are very valuable.
Copies of the Prophetical Books are extremely rare. The Ono-
tasticon of James of Edessa, No. 39, is a book of considerable
interest and value in its bearing upon Biblical criticism. I know
of no other copy except one at Rome.

The commentaries upon the Scriptures, by Bar Salibé, and
Bar Hebreus, are unpublished, and contain a variety of curious
matter for the theological student.

In history, the annals of Elias of Nisibis, of which no other
copy is known to exist; and the latter part of the chronicle of
Bar Hebrseus deserves particular notice.

The two grammars of Bar Hebrzeus, and the dictionary by Bar
Ali, though not of uncommon occurrence, are books of great
intrinsic value.

The MSS. consist of, 800 volumes. Of these, 3 are in Greek,
59 in Syriac, 8 in Carshunic, 389 in Arabic, 231 in Persian, 108
in Turkish, 2 in Armenian, and 1 in Hebrew.

The Syriac and Arabic MSS. are probably the most valuable
collection ever formed by a European; and if Mr. Rich had
rendered no other public service, the contribution made to the
literary and antiquarian treasures of the nation, by means of his
judicious, patriotic, and munificent expenditure, would alone
entitle him to the lasting gratitude of his countrymen.

Believe me with sincere respect,
" Dear Mrs. Rich,
Your faithful servant,
J. ForsHALL

The list of the Syriac MSS. which accompanied this letter, will
be found in the Appendix. :
Vou. II. H



98 THE MOUNTAINS OF ALKOSH. [ CH. XVI

Bervari Koords, with Yezids in abundance. On the
other side of this mountain is a plain higher than
that of Naokor, about six miles over, to another
ridge smaller than this, something resembling the
front line of Makloube. The Tigris is visible west
from a crag near the convent, and south-west from
the convent itself. Mrs. Rich, Mr. Bell, and the
Captain, went up to the top of the mountain; from
the summit of which the Tigris was visible in a
north-west direction, and whence it disappeared
behind high mountains. I was too busy with more
important operations to attempt to accompany them,
even if my head would have allowed my climbing
over the frightful precipices.

I took equal altitudes, circum-meridian observa-
tions, which were very essential, this place being on
the meridian of Mousul, some sights and depressions,
and finally a view of the convent *.

The temperature of a well at the convent was 52°;
the air at the same time being 44°. '

They are subject to intermittent fevers here as in
Koordistan, from the time when the nights begin to
grow cold, to the setting in of the cold weather.

* The Alkosh mountain comes'from about'Akra, and passing by
Baadra, Rabban ‘Hormuzd, and Alkosh, is said to terminate about
Doban. From Alkosh, following the course of the mountain, and
keeping it on the right hand, you arrive at Doban in four hours,
horseman’s reckoning ; but if you cross over the mountain imme-
diately at Alkosh, you arrive at once, that is, after half an hour's
pass of the mountain, at the tertitory of Doban. "The Chaldéan
town of Dohok is in Doban.

"
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December 21 —As my essential work was done, 1
resolved on quitting the convent to-day, the weather at
this season being rather uncertain, and we might be
overtaken and detained by a suddén storm. I could
otherwise have stayed here some time with great
pleasure. I shall not soon again enjoy so peaceful a
retreat ; and I begin to long after peace and quiet, be
it even that of a convent. _

I walked down the hill in order to select a good
situation for another view*, which I found just at
the entrance into the defile on the convent side. In
the meantime the rocks resounded with the voices of
our people, and the neighing of our cattle; and our
active, lively party presented a striking contrast to
the gloomy, dull, and almost lifeless inhabitants of
these wild abodes. The different sounds gradually
died away, as our party, having loaded the animals,
passed down one by one; and at last the convent
seemed restored to its natural tranquillity. Not a
sound was to be heard, nor a sign of life to be seen,
but some dusky formns of monks, looking at us from
their aérial habitations, suspended like eagles’ eyries
on the face of the precipice. I sat some time enjoy-
ing the scene: at last I mounted ; and at half past
eleven we began our march from the opening of the
defile, which the brisk notes of the trumpet made to
ring with an English march. I now seemed to have
bid adieu to peace, and to have entered again into

* See accompanying plate.
H2
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the world, with its business and its cares. A great
crowd of Chaldean peasants, from the neighbouring
town of Alkosh, had assembled at the mouth of the
defile to stare at us. '"They were not used to see a
Christian with marks of rank and authority ; and I
think they seemed rather proud of the sight. The
people of Alkosh are a very stout, independent set,
and can muster about four hundred musketeers.
They half esteem themselves Kermanj, as Hussein
Aga told me. I find that name of the family of the
Pasha of Sulimania signifies any Koord hereabouts.
We steered right for the artificial mount, Gir-
" ghiaour, over a plain, and reached it at a quarter
after twelve, when we followed the gentle inclination
of the hills, whose commencement it marks. We
soon after alighted at the Yezid village of Sherabi,
in order to let the baggage get on before us, and
“mounted again at one. * At a little stream which
rises at Sherabi, and finds its way through the hills,
we observed some Yezid women washing; and one
of them very unceremoniously divested herself of hrer
last garnent to perform her ablutions more at ease.”
We followed the little stream through the opening it
has made; the inclination of the level being only
marked by its course. In the latter part of the hills
I observed gypsum in plenty, the north-east side
being mere sandstone. Emerging from the hills at
about two miles from the Chaldean village of Te-
liskof, we entered on a very level plain ; and at three
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o’clock reached Teliskof, that is to say, the Bishop’s
Mount *,

“"The crowds assembled to see us were prodigious ;
and the village seemed to pour forth twice as many
people as I thought it could have contained. They
are all Chaldean Catholics. 1 have never been so
much stared atin a Mahometan town. The Chris-
tians seemed to take a pride in me, and to look at the
Turks with me, and before whom they had so often
been used to cower, as if they might now defy them.
This made me have some patience with them, though
their crowding and staring was rather incommodious.
We were met at a mile from the village by the
Kiahya ; and an old woman wanted to burn incense
before me, but my horse would admit of no such
familiarity. We were lodged of course in the best
house, close by the old mount which gives name to
the village. It would be a tolerable place but for
the extreme dirtiness, which, with the smell of
liquor, is, I am sorry to say, the characteristic of a
Christian village in these countries.\

There are nuns at Teliskof, but no monastery.
They live in their parents or relations’ houses; and
this is likewise the case at Alkosh. I believe there
are no monasteries of females any where in the East,
except in Mount Libanus.

* This mount is not remarkable. Itis indeed rather smaller
than many of those which are the ordinary accompaniments of
villages in these parts.
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- Iprocured here a very valuable ancient Chaldean
manuscript, containing a history ; but many leaves
are, I fear, wanting both at the beginning and the
end. The priest from whom I got it says, that it
mentions that Hormuzd was martyred by Shapor the
father of Kosrou.

Not long ago, in digging a grave here on the
ancient mount which gives name to the village, they
discovered stones at a great depth. This led them
to dig farther; and they came to an ancient sepul-
chre, in which they found some glass vases, or lamps,
two of which they brought out whole; and they are
pow in my possession *, There is a large pool here for
preserving rain water, which is the only water used
in the winter here gnd at Telkeif. In the summer
they drink spring water. They have two churches
here,

Degember 23.—~We mounted at ten minutes before
ten, and passed the water-course with a small bridge
over it. The waters of Sirej Khan and the neigh-
‘bourhood collect here, and discharge themselves
through this water-course into the Tigris, The
Arab village of Bakoofa, with a mount near it, was
about half a mile on our left. At ten minutes before
eleven we came to the Chaldean village of Batnaia,
the Kiahya of which came out to meet us, and

* Qlass is likewise found in Sassanian aund in Babylonian ruine,
such as Ctesiphon and Babylon.
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invited us to halt for the night*. The country all
the way was undulating, being marked by water-
courses making their way to the Tigris, and receiv-
ing the contributions of secondary or subordinate
courses.

At twenty minutes past eleven we halted to let the
baggage pass, and to allow of its getting to our
station at Telkeif some time before us, imagining
that we had still an hour’s journey to perform. At
noon we marched again, and, ascending the undu-
lation at the bottom of which we had. stopped, found,
to our great surprise, that Telkeif was quite close to
us, being situated in a hollow on the other side. We
arrived at a quarter past twelve, having been on the
road only two hours and twenty-five minutes.

Telkeif is a town wholly inhabited by Chaldeans,
many of whom go to Bagdad to seek work and
service. The Kiahya, a very decent old man, told
me it contained a thousand houses, in some of which
are thirty souls. The number of houses is probably
overrated, but it is a considerable place and very full
of people, a dirty ill-favoured set, like all the Chal-
deans I have seen. The'Chaldeans are a dark-com-
plexioned race, and do not in the least resemble the
Koords. * We observed a great deal of gypsum
to-day on the way from Teliskof.

There are two open tanks and some covered reser-

* A mile from Batnaia is the monastery of Mar Abfahdm,
who is supposed to have been a Bebbeh Koord.
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voirs here. One of the latter is said to hold water
enough for the whole town for more than two
months. It is a natural hole of sandstone, which is
under the town.

I saw some stones dug out at'a distance, and I was
curious to find out whether they were taken from any
place indicative of ruins, but I found that it was a
quarry. They dug about six or eight feet to the bed
of sandstone, which they broke up with pickaxes. I
asked the Kiahya, and several other people, if they
ever found cut stones or any fragments of antiquity
in the neighbourhood in digging or ploughing, but
they all agreed that no vestiges were ever met with.

There are seven ruined churches here, and one in
good repair. For more than twenty-five years there
have been no Nestorians any nearer than Amadia,
or rather beyond Amadia. Two thousand Kharaj
papers * are issued annually for Telkeif, and a
respectable body of musketeers may he raised.
Telkeif is a Vakuf of Nebbi Yunus. Itisa great
thoroughfare, and contains a large caravanserai.

I fortunately procured here a fine copy of the
Gospels and Epistles in Chaldean, on vellum, of the
Alexandrian year 601 {, the oldest manuscript I
have yet seen : also some leaves of an historical work
of the same character, with some writing in Greek

* The Kharaj is a tax upon all the subjects of the Ottoman
empire who are not Mahometans. ~
.+ Vide note, p. 5.
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capitals. The rest of the latter work had been torn
and lost, and probably but for me the remainder
would also have soon vanished.

The air of Telkeif is not reckoned good, owing
probably to its being situated in a hollow between
two hills, and very filthy. Teliskof is, on the con-
trary, accounted very healthy.

December 23.—There was brought to me this
miorning a very old manuscript on vellum, in Chal-
dean; and an Arabic book containing chronolo-
gical tables. They said they would not sell this, as
it was the hand-writing of a saint. Nevertheless
they do not seem to have preserved it with any great
care, as it was in a shocking state of dilapidation.
They allowed me to take it with me to Mousul, and
I hope to be ultimately successful in persuading
them to part with it.

We mounted at half past nine. An immense
crowd assembled to see us off. The women begged
Hussein Aga not to drive them off, but to allow them
to take their full stare, as they might never see such
a sight again.

At half past ten we saw at the distance of two
miles on our left the village of Baaweiza, inhabited
by Bajilan Koords. The country was undulating,
and grew more and more gravelly as we approached
the river*. -We passed a long string of camels

* From Baaweiza the view over the plain towards Kermelis is
pretty extended, but a mist prevented me from ascertaining the
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belonging to  the Pasha ‘of Mousul, bringing wood
from the north side of the Alkosh mountains,\ At
eleven we turned out of the direct road to the right,
in order to go to Sheikh Ahmed, where I had some
observations to take. We arrived at the village of
Sheikh Ahmed at twenty-five minutes past eleven.

December 25.—We returned to our residence at
the Pasha’s garden\yesterday from Sheikh Ahmed,
and this morning I called on the Pasha. He in-
formed me that, at Rabban Hormuzd, he himself had
found in a cave some bones, and particularly some
large skulls. This seems to come in support of my
opinion that these caverns may have been dakhmehs
or burying-places.

‘I saw at the palace to-day a Yesid from Sinjar.
He was dressed just like the other Yezids, but wore
his long black hair in thick locks, and was a fierce-
loaking fellow. There is now a woman in Sinjar
who is believed, both by Turks and Yezids, to be
gifted with a spirit which informs her of everything
that is to happen. The Turks say this is an evil
spirit, but acknowledge the fact. Her name is
Bizarra : she is a virgin, and always keeps a veil
over her face.'

exact point to which you can see. This is however the only spot
where a view to any distance can be obtained. From any other
not above a mile round can be discovered from horseback in any
direction, on account of the undulations of the country.

wtit
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CHAPTER XVII.

The Sword of Yezid—Ruins of Hatra—Qur remaval to another
Garden—Arabian Jessamine — Alkosh the Country of the Pro-
phet Nahum — Jews to be trusted for local Antiquities —
Nestorian Convent of Mar Elias—Description of the Church—
Subterraneous Buildings—Matran Hanpa, the Chaldean Arch-
hishop—Principal Churches of Mousul—Singular Relic—Hajee
Jirjees—Yezids—Tai Arabs—Mount Judi—The Ark—Sepul-
chral Chamber of Nineveh.

December 26.—THnE:Pasha to-day sent me a curi-
osity to look at, which I had long heard talk of,
namely, the sword of Yezid, the son of Moaviah. It
is of the proper Damascus or light-watered steel,
and prodigiously heavy. When it fell into the
Pasha’s hands it was straight; in short, a proper
single-edged broadsword, about four feet long, and
three fingers and a half broad.\He had the bad taste
to cut off about a foot of it, and to have it curved
a little in the shape of a paala or sabre ; yet still it
is/much too heavy for use. On the blade are the
remains of zer-nishan or inlaid-gold writing, the
traces left by which may still be read, though with
difficulty. They are— This belongs to Yezid, the
son of Moaviah,” and a verse from the Koran.\ The
mounting was modern *.

* Yezid, the son of Moaviah, was the second Caliph of the

Ommiade race. He is held in peculiar horror by the Persians,
on account of the murder of Ali’s son Hussein at Kerbela, the
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I have tried in vain to bring about an expedition
to the ruins of Hatra®, or Al Hadhr, which are

affecting details of which are so powerfully described by Gibbon
in the “ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,” vol. ix., p. 343
—346. Yezid had been acknowledged Caliph in most parts of
the Arabian empire, except at Mecca and Medina, where the
family of Ali disputed the succession with him. Yezid died in the
year of the Hejira 64, A.n. 683. He is described as cruel, avari-
cious, and irreligious, but as a man of some genius, and a poet.
According to D’Herbelot, the Mahometans still call a man who is
without religion, Yezid, and he quotes the following anecdote : —
It is said that the famous Persian poet Jami was of this class ;
and one day a man of the name of Mezid having walked into the
midst of a large assembly at the poet’s house, for the express pur-
pose of insulting him, cried out with a loud voice, * May the
curse of God rest upon Yezid!’’ Jami, who immediately un-
derstood that these words referred to him, answered in the same
tone of voice, “ May that curse fall on Mezid.”* The point in
this repartee consists in this, that the words *on Mezid”> mean
likewise *“ More and more.”

* Hatra appears to have heen a strong fortress, or castle, of an
Arab chicf, called by the ancient writers Barsuma, He and his
family seem to have taken part with the Parthian sovereigns
against the Romans. This fortress resisted the attacks of Tra-
jan and Severus; and it is mentioned by Ammianus Marcel-
linus in his history of the retreat of the army of the Emperor Jo-
vian after the death of Julian. See D’Anville, L’Euphrate et le
Tigre, vol. 1. 4to, p. 92. The following is a further account of this
place by M. de St. Croix :—* La situation de cette ville seroit pour
nous un probléme si 'on adoptoit ’opinion erron<e d’Hérodien qui
confond les Atréniens avec les Atramites, anciens habitans d’Ha-
dramaut. D’ailleurs, on voit que ’armde Romaine, aprés la mort
de Julien, ayant passé le Tigre, s’approcha & grandes journées
d’Alres, situde au milieu des déserts. Properantesque itineribus
magnis, prope Halram venimus, vetus oppidum in Medize solitudine
positum. (Amm. Marcel. lib. xxv. cap. 8.) H¢rodien nous re-
présente Atres comme étant situde sur une montagne entourée de
fortes murailles et défendu par un grand nombre d’archers. (Lib. iii.



CH. XVil.] HISTORIC NOTICE OF HATRA. 109

about twenty-four hours’ march from Mousul, in the
desert®. That part of the country is too much
infested at present by all sorts of Bedouins to admit

cap. 28.) Les Atréniens cédérent moins & la fortune des Ro-
mains, et furent toujours attachés A celle des Parthes. Ils em-
pruntérent leur nom de la ville d’Atra situde au milieu des déserts
cntre le Tigre et 'Euphrate. Arabes scénites, ils vécurent d’abord
errans, du produit de leurs troupeaux, ou du fruit de leurs brigan-
dages—et quoique voleurs de profession, ils punissaient chez eux
sdvérement le moindre vol. Ils inquiétoient beaucoup les habitans
des montagnes voisines, qui, fatigués de leurs continuelles incur-
sions, finirent par sc soumettre, les uns a eux, les autres aux
Parthes. Ayant pris le parti de ces derniers, les Atréniens s’atti-
réreut la colére de Trajan, qui vint attaquer leur capitale, et fut
forcé de lever honteusement le sidge. Cette ville, selon Dion Cassius,
n’¢toit alors ni riche ni grande. Moins d’un siécle aprés, sous
Sévére, Atres nous est cependant représentée par le méme histo-
rien comme remplic de richesses, et avec un temple consacré au
Soleil, céltbre par les offrandes dont il regorgeoit. Sans doute
que les Atréniens s’¢toient livrés dans cette espace de tems au
commerce de terre, et par caravanes, et qu’ils avoient eu de grands
gucces, comme les Palmyréniens, qui,  la faveur d’une position
peu prés semblable, furent toujours animés de D’esprit de négoce.
Sévere, désirant s’emparer des richesses d’Atres, fit les derniers
efforts pour prendre cette ville. L’attaque dura vingt jours, au
bout des quels il n’abaudonna qu’avec douleur son entreprise. 11
¢toit parti de Rome pour punir Barzemius, Roi des Atréniens, de
s'dtre déclaré en faveur de Niger.

‘“ Barzemius peut avoir €t¢ un nom commun 3 tous les Rois
d’Atres. Il vient de ’'Hébreu Beth-semes, Maison du Soleil, di-
vinit¢ tutélaire des Arabes. (Amm. Marcel. Lib. iii. cap. 27.)"”
Académie des Jnscriptions, Sur le Gouvernement des Parthes,
par M. de St. Croix, tom. i, p. 4.

* Anah is seven caravan days from Mousul, a8 many from
Bagdad, and as many from Aleppo. Caravans used formerly to
go from this place to Aleppo through Anah; but this has not
been done within the memory of man.
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of it. A caravan of Jirba Arabs has just arrived
with salt from the vicinity of Al Hadhr *. In former

times the Mousul people used once & year to send

a caravan for salt, with a strong escort; but this has_
been discontinued for a long time, on account of the.
increased danger ; and the Bedouins themselves now

bring the salt to Mousul, though formerly a Bedouin

was quite an unusual sight here ; and when Biniyya,

the nephew of the Jirba Sheikh Faris, first came to

Mousul.about twenty years ago; he was so stared at,

followed, and persecuted by the boys, that he found

it impossible to show himself in the bazaar, without

the escort of some officers of the Pasha.

December 27.—We moved to-day to the Pasha’s
new garden-house, which, for this country, is a splen-
did place, consisting of haram, and divan khaneh,
in a very pretty garden. This he has been pleased
to lend us for our accommodation during the re-
mainder of our stay here. The gardener brought us
a large bunch of nergheez, or narcissus, in full flower,
on our arrival; also chrysanthemums and marygolds.
Razki, or Arabian jessamine, will not grow iu Mousul
in the open air. The winter kills it.

January 2, 1821.—I am ashamed to say a very

* According to Assemanni,—* Nisibin, Dara, and Hadhr, were
ruined by Tcharsouli, a Nestorian, first called Barsuma, who ob-
tained permission from the Abbassides to ruin them. He ruined
a great number of places, and was killed by the nuns of Deir al
Benat, near Dara.”’
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remarkable circumstance had escaped my notice ¥,
until I was made aware of it to-day by Matran
Henna. “Alkosh was the birth-place of the Prophet
Nahum, and also his burial-place. His tomb is still
shown there, and Jews from all- parts come on .pil-
grimage to it.\ Nahum was of a Jewish family, who
resided at Alkosh during the captivity of Nineveh.

- ~On referring indeed to the Book of Nahum, I find

* Nahum the Elkosh-ite” in the first verse; and I
wonder this never struck me before} especially as I
read the Book of Nahum but lately, when thinking
over the subject of Nineveh. I must here remark,
that the Jews are generally to be trusted for local
antiquities. Their-pilgrimage to a spot is almost a
sufficient test. The unbroken line of tradition which
may have been handed down among them, and their
pertinacious resistance of all innovation, especially
in matters of religious belief, render their testimo'ny-
very weighty in such matters.

From Alkosh people go in seven days to Urmiah ;
namely, two to Amadia, two to Julamerk, three to
Urmiah. From Julamerk to Kotchannes is one
day’s journey. The Urmiah road does not necessarily
pass through Alkosh, but runs very near it. The ter-
ritory of Amadia is full of Nestorians, Kotchannes

* Marius, in a letter to Busbequius quoted in Assemanni, speaks
of Alcus (Alkosh) as the country of Nahum the Prophet, and
celebrated both by Jews and Christians for centaining his tomb,
Assem, vol. i. p. 525. '
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being the place of residence of their patriarch®,
There are many Nestorian villages on this side of
Amadia, whose inhabitants I was told wear felt
coverings on their heads, just like the European hat.
They are called Gheranmoosi.

* According to Assemanni, Nestorius was condemned by the
synod of Ephesus in 431, and banished by order of Theodosius,
first to Petra in Arabia, then brought to a convent at Antioch,
after four years’ residence in which be was finally banished to the
Libyan oasis, whence he betook himself to the Thebaid, where he
died. There is some doubt as to who propagated the opinions of
Nestorius in the East. Asgsemanni decides as follows: First, there
was a school of Persians from time immemorial at Edeses, in
which the Christian youths of the Persian empire were taught
theology, and a Nestorian became president of it. Secondly, the
Oriental bishop who took the part of John of Antioch against St.
Cyril and the Council of Ephesus, favoured Nestorius, and com-
mended his doctrine about the incarnate word. These were the
two sources of Nestorianism among the Persians. The Chaldean
writers affirm the principal cause of the propagation of Nestorian-
ism among the Easterns to have been Barsuma, who was with his
comrades expelled from the school at Edessa, and was bishop of
Nisibin from 435 to 489. Narses, the companion of Barsuma,
and president of the school he established at Nisibin, did not
cease to propagate those doctrines till his death, which happened
in 496. His successor was Joseph Hazita, by whose endeavours
Nestorianism was propagated far and wide. In 496, Babeeus,
archbishop of Seleucia, was elected by the Nestorian party; and
in a synod held in 499 he not only confirmed the doctrine of
Nestorius, but, following in the steps of Barsuma of Nisibin, made
it lawful for all succeeding archbishops of Seleucia to marry. From
that time the patriarchate of Seleucia, and all the sees in the East,
were occupied by Nestorians. It appears that about six hundred
and thirty-six bishops and priests of this sect were sent to India
and China.
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January 10.—News has just been received from
Mardin, that the Vaivode has had another quarrel
with the neighbouring tribes, the chiefs of one or two
of which have thrown down their tents. Thisis a
signal among the tribes of a guerre & Toutrance,
and means—* I have thrown down my tent, and will
not pitch it again till I have had my revenge.” '
" January 22.—I went to-day to visit the remains
of the Nestorian monastery of Mar Elias, called by
the Mahometans Deir el Munkoosh, the ornamented
or painted monastery. I cannot find in Assemanni the
date of its foundation®, but it is mentioned incident-
ally in the ninth centuryf. The natives say it be-
longed to the Roman or Greek Christians, before

* Mr. Rich afterwards discovered the date of the building of
this convent in Assemanni. The following is an entry made in
his note-book. ¢ At last I have discovered what I was hunting
after. Under Jesujabus, Nestorian Catholicus or primate, who
began to reign A.p. 581, and who reigned fifteen years, two
monasteries were founded ; one Saed, near Mousul, the other
Mansoor, in the region of Nineveh. This Jesujabus concluded a
peace between the King of Persia, Hormisdas, son of Anushirvan,
and Heraclius. The convent of Saed (which is our Deir el Man-
koosh) was founded by Mar Elia.”” Deir Saed, as it may be seen
from another part of Assemanni, is the same with the monastery
of Mar Elia. Vol. ii. p. 415: vol. iii. p. 264.

+ The following mention of Mar Elias is made by Assemanoi.
Joshua Bar nun of Bath Gabar, a village on the Tigris, between
Nineveh and Mousul, lived thirty years in the monastery of St.
Elias, before he was elected primate of the East, which happened
A.D. 824. — Assem. vol. ii. p. 435. Abu baed was Archimandrite
of Mar Elias in A.n, 1028,

Vou. II. I
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the Maliometan conquest of these parts, and that it
was usurped by the Nestorians. Dhaher Bibars, the
hero of the romance of El Dhaheria, was imprisoned,
- or said to have been imprisoned, in a subterranean
vault under the convent. It was ruined by Nadir
Shah. ’

The convent is situated in a little hollow or valley
about two and a half miles south-west of our garden,
and is a bare secluded spot, fit for monastic retire-
ment, «commanding no prospect whatever. Yet in
the spring, when all is green, it is a favourite haunt of
the people of Mousul, principally on account of the
mineral spring hard by, which is in great repute
here. The water fills an oval reservoir, and is
sulphureous, the surface being covered with a
whitish .scum, beneath which it is quite clear and
not warm. No tar is produced here, as in a similar
spring in the neighbourhood at Hamaum Ali,

The convent is now a heap of ruins. On the east
side of the principal court (about which are some
foundations of other inclosures, little domed cells
nearly sunk below the present level, and some vaulted
reservoirs) is a long building or corridor with three
open arches, entering from the court. On one of the
piers between these arches, on the inside, is a beau-
tifully ornamented niche, and on the corresponding
one a tablet inscribed with old Chaldean letters, of
such an age, and so placed as to height and light, as
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to be extremely difficult to make out. From the
north end of this gallery you enter into a small room
covered with a dome, yet standing. A tomb is in
this, beneath which the Turks #say is buried a priest
of the monastery, who when they came for Ali’s
head (Ali alone knows how that came here) cut off
his own son’s head to substitute for it. He of course
afterwards became a Mahometan, and was assassi-
nated by the Christians. On the tomb, however, are
the remains of Chaldean writing, but quite illegible.
The door is very small, and seems, at least the bottom
part of it, to be made up of fragments of cornices,
&c., which appear to have belonged to the building
in some former state.

On the south side of the court you enter by a small
door, into a long, narrow vestibule, running north
and south, but not so high as the building, which
communicates by a little half-buried door with the -
churches parallel to each other east and west.

The principal church, which gives name to the
_ monastery, has been beautifully ornamented. There
are the remains of the figure of an angel in bas-relief,
on one side of the arch over the altar, resembling I
think the angel in the catacombs at Dara. The
arabesques and figures about the altar are raised
white, on & light blue ground*.

Considerable parts of the church remain. It is
elegant, not large, high, and a little too narrow for

® A style still practised in some of the kiosks here.
I2
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its length. 'Fhe arch of the roof is reund ;5 a portien
of it remains, the rest-has fallen' down, and formed
heaps of rubbish on the floor, now: consolidated-and
covered with a bright green mildew*. Standing neakr
the altar, and looking down the church to the west
end, I wus struck with: its great resemblarce to
Tauk Kesra. Every thing was in the same style;
only on a smaller scale, and substituting good: stone
and gypsum for homely brick: So strong was thie re<
semblance indeed, that had there ever been a Christian
king of' the Parthian or Sassanian. dynasties, I:could
almost have pronounced the Tauk to have been the im-
perial or patriarchal church. ‘As.it is, this may-serve
as an additional proof of the derivation of the 'archi-
tecture of these parts from the Sassanian. The arch
of the altar ‘is composed of twe ‘segments of -eircles.
The vault of the ehurch is pure Sassanian, or.circular,
and, if it had but a little more. space, ‘would be really
handsome. The niches, small doors -and windows,
little-niches on the' sides-of - the altar--supperted. by
small double pillars, are all correctly Kesrant. - -Of
the parallel church, nothing worthy of remark remaians.
Indeed it seems to have been of an inferior, possibly
of a more recent construction! The little west door-
way, which is the principal entrance of the hand-
some church, appears to have been repaired with

* The great damps observable at Mousul must proceed from
the gypsum and its salt. The climate will not account for it.
t+ By which Mr. Rich means in the style of Tauk Kesrs.
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some fragments of friezes, at least these seem now
not 10 be in their proper places. The stueco of the
upper - part-is drilled with shot-holes, as the idle
Turks amuse themselves with practising at it as a
mark. -

- The subterraneous building, wlnch appears to. be
very extensive, is-said to reach as far as Ghizelan on
the banks of the Tigris, to-the south-west.of our
garden*. The entrance is by a little low.door in‘the
sacristy, on the right hand.of -the altar, .It led .at
one time, aceording to the information of a person
who had been in it long:ago, out into the desert.at a
eonsiderable distanee, but it has now-become.choked
up with. rubbish. . . . - :

In the most ancient oriental churches-h there Seem
to. have ‘been- no .chapels or altars,. other .than the
great one; and generally only one aisle ; but they have
very. often a.parallel church eonnected with the prin-
cipal.one by a little door.. - . ‘-

- January 24.—1 had some interesting conversation
with Matran Hanna about various . particulars rela-
ting to the. antiquities and history of these countries,
with which he seems well acquainted. I took my
first lesson of reading Chaldean from him to-day.

* Half way between Deir ul Mankoosh and Ghizelan are the
remains of another convent. The Syrians say there were two
Jacobite convents in this neighbourhood, dedicated to St. Gabnel
and St. Michael.

+ Several of the mosques in Bagdad were formerly Chaldean
churches.



118 CHURCH OF MAR ToMA.  [CH. XVIL

I again visited Mar Elias for the purposp of .re-
touching my sketch, in some particulars in which I
thought it doubtful. I now think that the flatness
of the arch of the roof may have proceeded from its
subsiding. I have had the inscription on the slab
in the verandah, or gallery, before the tomb of Mar
Elia, copied. It imports that it was repaired by
Khojah Yusuff Ibn Hindi¥, and Kas Ishoua, and
Mukdussi abdul Hiyya, and Khan Zadel, at the
instigation of Shemas Isa, and the architect waa
Kas Hormuz, in the year A.n. 1316, of the Greeks
16671, : .

February 4—]1 went ta town to-day to inspect
the principal churches, and first that of Mar Toma,
or St. Thomas the Apostle, the archiepiscopal Jacobite
church of Mousul, which I found worthy of a sketch,
I executed it on the spot to the great admiration of
the people, who were delighted to see their church
thought worthy of such an honour by a European,
In the sanctuary are three altars, which are, as usual,
mean kinds of sentry-bowes, or thrones of painted
wood, with canopies of the same over them. The

* This is the family of .our old friend the Chaldean Catholic,
patriarch of Diarbekir, whose ancestor, Joseph, the first Catholic
patriarch of the name, was appointed by Pope Innocent II. The
Nestorian patriarchs abandoned Diarbekir on account of the pre-
ponderance of the Catholics, and betook themselves to the moune
tains of Julamerk, about the year 1560, under the patriarch

Simeon, which name has been retained ever sinece by these

patriarchs. .
t Vide Note, p. 755.
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great door of the sanctuary was surrounded by a
border of carved marble work, containing certain
figures of Christ and the Twelve Apostles in medal-
lions, with twisted scroll-work, which had a barbarous
but rather curious appearance. The church is
divided into three parts, a centre and two aisles, by
three heavy pointed but obtuse arches, supported by
ootagonal piers. In one aisle near the upper end,
my attention was called to a carved stone filling a
niche, before which hung a curtain, and which was
an object of veneration to the congregation, they
scarcely knew why, except that, from its antiquity,
they supposed it to have some reference to the
Christian religion. They had found it among rubbish
in repairing the church, and placed it in its present
situation. Upon examination I found very clearly
and legibly written around it in flowered Arabie
letters, between Cufic and the modern character of
the age of the Sahibs, the very chapter of the Koran
peculiarly directed against the Christians.

So here had these poor people been devoutly rub-
bing their foreheads against a monument, of which,
had they known its import, they would have had the
greatest horror and detestation. I believe the arch-
bishop gave orders for its removal from its present
place.

The lower part of the church is railed in for the
accommodation of the women. Itis manifestlyancient,
and at the time of Tamerlane’s irruption was, the
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natives say, covered over ‘and-concealed under: beapa
of rubblsh . i UL

I afterwards went to: Matran Hannas church,
_whlch is dedicated to Mar Shemaoon Sava, patri-
arch of Seleucia in the time of Shapor, who suffered
martyrdom under that prince.

The church is a single'room, like that of Mar
Elias and Rabban Hormuzd, and though very -an-
cient, offered nothing worthy of a sketch. The only
remarkable object I saw was the ancient burial-
place of the Abdul Jeleels, the family of the present
Mahometan governor of Mousul, when they were
Chaldeans *.

February 24.—Hajee Ji irjees has, ‘at my request,

* The following extracts, relating to the Christians of Assyria,
are from Assemanni. They were found among Mr. Rich’s loose
papers, and are inserted here, in the hope that they may lead those
who are interested in the subject to a very abundant source of in-
formation concerning the history of Christianity in the East:—
“The Chaldeans or Assyrians received Christianity in the time of
the twelve apostles—DPeter, Thomas (St. Thomas the incredulous,
and the apostle of India), Bartholomew, Matthew, and Judas the
son of James, and Thaddeus, also called Lebeus. Also Thaddeus
of the seventy, and Mark and Ayheus are called the apostles of
the Syrians and Chaldeans. Adeeus or Adi®, one of the seventy
disciples, was sent into the East by St. Thomas, one of the twelve,
and was martyred at Edessa under the son of the celebrated
Abgarus, on his returni from preaching in Persia, Assyria, and
Babylonia. Mark, a disciple of Adeeus, proclaimed the Gospel
in Babylonia, Assyria, and Persia. He fixed his residence at
Ctesiphon and Seleucia, and is called first Bishop of Seleucia ; and
Seleucia, in this manner, became the head of the Oriental church.

*Qu. Is Adzus the same as Thaddeus ?
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inquired from a number of Yezids the meaning of
the word Dasini. In finding out the precise mean-
ing he has failed, but he has ascertained the exact
application-of it. ' It is applied by the Yezids to the
peasant Yezids under the government of Mousul and
the vicinity : never to the Sinjarlis, who are called
collectively, Jenu. (q. Jelu?) - Some other Yezids
in these parts, who are distinet -from the peasant
race, are called Sheikhanlis. On the frontiers of
Jezira, Amadia, and Mousul are the Mussessan and
Dinnedi tribes—all true Yezids. The name Yezid
is only-used by the neighbouring Mahometans ; the
Yezids themselves never use the term. It seems to
be an epithet ‘of reproach, from Yezid, surnamed by

He died, after a ministry of thirty-three years, from A.p. 48 to 82.
St. Thomas, whose surname, according to some, was Jude, not only
was the apostle of the Syrians and Chaldeans, but also of the Par-
thians, Persians, Medes, and Indians. It has been doubted whether
St. Thomas himself ever penetrated into India ; Assemanni decides
in the affirmative. Christianity appears at a very early period to
have gained ground ; for about the time of Papas, Bishop of Seleu-
cia, or from 247 to 326, we find already a great schism in that
church, the origin of which is attributed to the arrogance of Papas.
Twenty-two bishops are mentioned as having suffered martyrdom
under Shapor. When Christianity was first preached in the East,
Artabanes was king of the Parthians; Izates of Adiabene; and
Abgarus of Edessa. In the first century the churches of the
East were already considerable enough to become an object of the
Persian kings’ persecution. In the second century Trajan perse-
cuted the Oriental Christians in his expedltlon In the third
century the Manichean Leresy commenced : in the fourth, the per-
secution of Shapor began, A.n. 330. Nestorius was condemned by
the Synod of Ephesus in 431.
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the Mahometans “The Accursed.” In like manner
I have frequently heard the natives of the east
abuse each other by the epithets, *“ Race of Pharaoh
—People of Lot—Sect of Nimrod.”

There is a branch of the Tai Arabs called Haba-
bat, who more than a century ago, on some quarrel
with the rest of the tribe, seceded to Sinjar, Their
children became Yesids, and the race are now per-
fect Devil-worshippers, speaking the language of the
Yeszids, and in noways distinguishable from them.

February 25.—My obliging friend Hajee Jirjees
came again this evening with meore information,
which he had eollected at my request. I set down
the principal articles of it, as follows :—~

There are two Tirehs, or families of the Tai Arabs,
indubitably descended from the famous Hatem, called
the Sumbees and Al Hareeth. The Bey of the Tais
was formerly a sanjiak of the Porte, and the Sheikh
or Bey used to go to Constantinople to receive his
investiture : he was of the descendants of Hatem.

One of them was put to death at Constantinople
on account of an intrigue with one of the women
of the house where he lodged, about which a
long and stupid story is told. After him no one
went for some time, and there was an interregnum
in the tribe. At last a young man of the name of
Eshgeer was sent.  He was a yeteem or protégé of
the Hatem family, He succeeded well at Constanti-
nople, and received the investiture. The chiefs thus
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nominated by the Porte then wore the kaauk or
Turkish turban, and commanded all the Arabs of
these parts. Since the disaster of the Sheikh who was
put to death, none other of the family of Hatem have
ever beensent to Constantinople, and both its branches
have been gradually removed from the government of
the tribe. The present family* is very low : the Araba
commonly call them ¢ Sons of Jews,” to express
their contempt for their ignoble origin.

The only mountain you cross over, or rather go
through, on your way from this place to Zakho, is the
Zakho Dagh, which begins in Feishabour, passes
this side of Zakho, and thence to this side of
Amadia. I have not been able to trace it farther
down. In goiug to Amadia you pass over thia
mountain, and afterwards in half an hour arrive at
Amadia. After Amadia there ja another smaller
range, and then an extensive plain just like Naokor,
extending to the frontier of Hakkaria. The difficult
and rugged mountainous parts are all towards the
north and north-west of Amadia in the direction of
Mount Judit. Eight hours above Zakho on the

* The present Sheikh, whom ] kvaw persenally, is ealled
Hasean Abdullah.

+ The Mahometans universally maintain that it was on Mount
Judi the ark first rested, and that i¢ is Ararat, and not the moun.
tain to which that name is given in Armenia. Don Calmet, Storia
del Nuove Testamento, p. 275, says, “ Monobazes, King of
Adiabene, gave hig younger son Ozates the government of Keron
or Kairoun, a country where they showed the remains of the ark.”
Calmet supposes from this that the country must have been near
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right of the Jezira road is the Yaylak:or summer
encampment of Zakho on the Zouzan mountains,

Mount Ararat in Armenia:—he is not aware of this tradition,
which places the ark on Mount Judi, or Cardoo, which is
evidently the Keron here mentioned”. Hussein Aga maintained
to me that he has with his own eyes seen the remains of Noah’s Ark.
He went to a Christian’ village, whence he ascénded by a steep
road of an hour to the summit, on which he saw the remaims of a
very large vessel of wood almost entirely rotted, with nails of a foot
long still remaining, In the third volume of Assemanni, p. 214,
occurs the following expression: * There is a monastery on'the

summit of Mount Cardu, or Araral, St.Epiphanius attests that,

in his time, remains of the ark still existed, and speaks of relics of
Noah’s Ark being found in ¢ Cardicerum Regiones.”

* Josephus, on this subject, says, “However, the Armenians call
this place AmoBarneiov, the place of descent; for the ark being
savedin that place, its remains are shown there by the inhabitants
to this day (§ 6). Now all the writers of barbarian histories
make mention of this flood and of this ark; among whom is
Berosus the Chaldean ; for when he was describing the circum-
stances ‘of the flood he goes on' thus :—¢It is said there'is still
some part of this ship in Armenia, at the mountain of the
Cordyeeans; and thut some people carry off pieces of the bitumen,

which they take away and use chiefly as amulets for the averting-

of mischiefs” Hieronymus the Egyptian also, who wrote the
Pheenician Antiquities, and Mnasias, and a great many more, make
mention of the same. Nay, Nicalaus of Damascus, in his 96th
book, hath a particular relation about them, where be speaks thus:

¢ There is a great mountain in Armenta over Ninyas, called Baris, -
g Y

upon which it is reported that many who fled at the time of the
Deluge were saved ; and that one who was carried in an ark came
on shore upon the top of it; and that the remains of the timber
were a great while preserved. This might le-the man about
whom Moses, the legislator of the Jews, wrote.” >—Whiston’s
Josephus, b. i., ch. 3. (London, 1820.)

In the passage cited by Josephus it is to be observed, that
while both his authorities speak of Armenia as the country in
which the ark rested, Berosus speaks of its remains being at the
“ Mountain of the Cordywans.”- This proves, and there are
many authorities to the same effect,” that the mountains- of
Corduene, or Gordyeean mountaing, which Malte Brun places

» N
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where the Bey or Pasha of Zakho has a country-
‘house. . . S S
Shakh is a town belonging to the Bey of Jezira,
" who generally keeps his family there. It is situated
in a valley between two mountains : a third closes up
the valley, from which issues a stream as large as
the Ghazir Soo or Bumadus. This stream joins the
Tigris above Zakho and the Khabour. In the latter
part of its course it is called Feishabour, I believe
from the name of a place through which it passes.
Shakh * is situated on a prolongation of Mount
Judi ; and the town, which is builtin the form of
an amphitheatre, is three hours this side of Jezira 7.
'The poplar timber which ‘is used in Bagdad all

within the ancient limits of Assyria, were of old sometimes
reckoned in.Armenia Major, It is here especially worthy of
notice, because the fact that the ancient writers place Ararat in
Armenia has, apparently without a single additional reason, led
some moderns to look for it exclusively within the boundaries by
which that name is now confined.— By a Friend fo the Ed.

* Shakhis commanded by an Armenian Prince who is invested
by the Mahometan Prince of Hakkaria. At Shakh is one of the
sources of the Tigris. The country is very mountainous as far as
the town of Sert, near which the Tigris runs, and unites with the
Diarbekir branch at a place called Tela Nayroua, which means in
Koordish “between the rivers.”” There alsothe Betlis and Rodowan
rivers unite. Tela Navroua is twelve hours from Sert and two
stages from Jezira. There is a castle there on a mount, as the
name indicates, and a large village of Koords and Jacubite
Christians. * From Shakh, which in Koordish means a chain of
mountains, to Julamerk is nine hours.—From a Note Book of
Mr. Rich's.

+ Just on this side Jezira, one hour and a half from it, is a hill
which makes a high precipice over the Tigris.
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comes from these mountains, and is floated down
the Feishabour into the Tigris. The Heizil river
also comes from the Judi mountains, and joins the
Khabour below Zokho. It is a bad ford.

March 1.—Kosrou Effendi, who is most excellent
authority, tells me to-day that Bekir Effendi, when
digging for stones to build the bridge of Mousul,
found on digging into the Koyunjuk a sepulchral
chamber in which was an inscription; and in the
chamber, among rubbish and fragments of bone, the
following articles: a woman’s khalkhal, or ankle
bracelet, of silver covered with a turquoise-coloured
rust; a hejil * of gold ; ditto a child’s; a bracelet of
gold beads quite perfect; some pieces of engraved
agate. All these articles, and the chamber in which
they were found, were seen and handled by Kosrou
Effendi. The gold and silver were melted down
immediately, the agates were thrown away, and the
chamber broken up by the stones being taken out
and then buried in the rubbish.

Among many other interesting particulars not
noticed in Mr. Rich’s Journal at Mousul, was the
death of his amiable and accomplished young friend,
Mr. Bellino. Though this was too affecting an event
to be much spoken of, it was deeply felt by Mr. Rich
and all his party. Mr. Bellino was a young man of

* The hejil is likewise an ankle bracelet, but different from the
khalkhal in this respect, that the latter has attached to it.

F 4
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a singularly affectionate disposition, whom no one
could know and not love. The removal by sickness
and death of such a character, therefore, could not
fail to make a deep impression upon his surviving
friends, especially in the solitude of a foreign and
barbarous country. He never recovered the effects
of a fever he caught on an expedition he undertook
while in Koordistan to Hamadan; and though he
received every attention and care that affection, aided
by the medical skill of Dr. Bell, could afford, he
gradually sunk under the disease, and died at Mousul,
in the month of November, 1820.
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CHAPTER XVIIIL.

Departure from Mousul—XKellek, or Raft—Roaring of the water
over a Rapid—Ruins of Nimrod—The Larissa of Xenophon—
Al Athur or Asshur—Pyramid—Cuneiform or Arrow-headed
Inscriptions —Sulphur Springs—Mouth of the Zab—Stormy
Night—Ruins—Tai Arabs—Whirlpool—Singular and perfect
Ruins—The Robber’s Castle—Green Country—Wild Flowers —
El Fatt’ha— Pass through the Hamreen Hills—Arabs—Tomb
of the Son of Tman Mousa—Violent Squall—Al Hadhr—
Tekreet — Prattling Barber—Imam Dour—Eski Bagdad —
Samara—Curious 'Tower—El Sanam or the Idol—Fragment of
a Statue—Moundsof Ruins—Kadesia—Date-trees—Villages—
Meet the Yacht—Gardens of Bagdad—Arrival at Bagdad.

 March 3.—WE embarked on a kellek, or raft *, at
the Pasha’s garden, on our return to Bagdad) at ten
o'clock in the morning, and glided smoothly down
the river until four o’clock, when we brought to

* A kellek is a raft nearly twice as long as it is broad. It(is
composed of goat-skins blown up, and fastened close together by
reeds; this is strengthened by cross pieces of wood, and over
these again are laid others to keep the bales of merchandise out
of the water. The only fastenings of this machine are twigs. The
skins are repaired and blown up afresh every evening, and during
the day care is taken to keep them continually wet, which prevents
their bursting. These kelleks are conducted by two long oars, the
blades of which are made of pieces of split cane fastened together.
The passéngers arrange themselves as they can on the bales of
goods;iand if a person wishes to be very much at his ease, he pro-
cures a wooden bedstead covered over with a felt awning, which
stands in the middle of the kellek, and serves him for a bed by
night and a sitting-room by day,
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about four hundred yards above the Zikr ul Aawaze*,
the roaring of which we heard for some time before
coming to it. No part of it is now visible, but the
water rushes over it like a rapid, boiling with great
impetuosity. The passage, which is narrow, is
between it and the east bank. The dyke crosses the
river. They say, at the latter end of summer and
early in autumn, about a foot of it is visible above
water, and it may then be seen that it is constructed
of large hewn stones cemented with lime.

~Both sides of the river are highly cultivated "all
the way from Mousul wherever it is possible, and
villages were constantly in sight.

March 4.—It was so cloudy last night that I
could not take an observation ; the morning was also
overcast and threatening a storm, so that there ap-
peared no chance of my seeing the eclipse of the
moon. This was, however, at present an object of
minor importance with me. ' I was curious to in-
spect the ruins of Nimrod {, which I take to be the
Larissa of Xenophon. They were sufficiently visible
from the shore to enable me to sketch the principal
mount.

But I.was desirous of a closer examination of

® « The Zikr ul Aawaze is & dam built across the river, which at
low water stands considerably above its surface, and forms a small
cataract. The inhabitants attribute it to Nimrod.””—From Mr,
Rich’s Journal of his Journey from Bagdad to Constantinople.

+ Mousul is six caravan or four horseman’s hours from Nimrod.

Vou. II. K
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such very venerable remains. :1I therefore sent the
kelleks round-the next -reach, and set off the first
thing in the morning on foot \accompax.lied by Mrs.
Rich, the gentlemen, and a working party to inspect
them. We had a walk of forty-five minutes in N.
45 E. at a good hard pace, and my curiosity was
amply gratified. The first objects that attracted our
attention were a Pyramidal Mount at the north-est
angle of a parallelogrammic platform or flat mound.
/Traces of ruins like those of a city were to be seen to
the north a little way west and to a great distance
east. It is indeed difficult to assign their precise
extent, the country all around has been so much
ploughed up.. I ascended the mount first, as there
was a slight clearing up of the horizon, in order to
"establish its bearings from the distant obJects, whose
positions I already knew.

A dereh, or ravine, comes-from about Khidder
Elias, collects all the neighbouring drains, and pours
into the Tigris, passing by and washing the south
face of the platform. It is sometimes very full of
water, and scarcely passable; but is now dry. This
ravine is called Seikh Dereh. ” All dround is beauti-
fully cultivated. About a quarter of a mile from the
west face of the platform is the large v111age of Nim-
rod, sometimes called Deraweish.

——






N Mﬁm./%wd demensons 13 8 vne Jguan/ Gy 4 25 theck: inscrepleon
on one edge alone

| B A N f%’% ! |
<<>—h¥l = L(( Q i

v/ 4&73 coarser £ Mwbﬁmﬁw‘o ajmﬂa@/amm thebreck adso of conrser
W’ZJWMWmeWMM#WWWWW

NS A smalipece of brvck ik thefllomng.
y :
v 17/

Y

N .lrwb&rinaé  Nomavd, 4 S ine: ek, 138 Mbmdbby'ww@ @
/my"im WWWMW g f

ﬁ»@\

Thas v cryplvon occupnes thewhole betgth g o
he breck, B Aot not a mangin all rovnd vias w| -
She Babylonwaa ones. .




CH. XVII1.] RUINS OF NIMROD'S CITY, 181

*The Turks generally believe this to have been
Nimrod’s own city ; and one or two of the better
informed with whom I conversed at Mousul said it was
Al Athur or Ashur, from which the whole country:
was denominated*. It is curious that the villagers
of Deraweish still consider Nimrod as their founder.
The village story-tellers have a book they call the.
“ Kisseh Nimrod,” or Tales of Nimrod, with which:
they entertain the peasants on a winter night.

But to come to a description of the ruins. The
above-mentioned pyramid forms the north-west angle
of the platform, which aligns with the face of the
pyramid. At the west base of the pyramid are a few
yards of the same kind of concrete building which I
had observed at Nineveh. Indeed these ruins singu-
larly illustrate those of Nineveh, and J was delighted.
to find scattered about fragments of burnt bricks:
with cuneiform inscriptions en them. . I immediately:
sent to the village to try to procure a whole one, and'
was successful. I obtained a brick covered with
cunejform writing on the face and the edge; the

* In the name of this obscure place seems to be preserved that
of the first settler of the country, and from this spot, perhaps, that
name extended over the whole vast region. See Gen. x.11. “Out
of that land went forth Ashur and builded Nineveh,” &c.; or, as
it has been rendered, “ Out of that land he went forth into Ashur,”
i.e. Assyria. The former translation seems the preferable one;
and the position of this village is favourable to the supposition of
its having received very early a name afterwards to become so
celebrated, '

K2
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writing larger than that at Babylon, and not in the
centre of the brick, but covering the face; the bricks
thicker than those of Babylon, and indeed much
resembling the Nineveh bricks. .

The area of the platform does not rise quite to the
top of the sides, which leaves as it were a small sort
of parapet all round. Torrents of rain have furrowed
down openings from the centre to the face of the
platform. The faces are aligned; the two shorter
east and west, and the longest north and south.
From east to west measured, not including the pyra«
mid, five hundred and fourteen feet ; north to south is
about twice as much. The pyramid on the inside only
falls to the level of the platform, and on the outside to
the ground. The corners are now so rounded off, as
to give it the appearance of being almost circular ; yet
still its pyramidal form is sufficiently discernible. It
is very steep, and the top.is small. The height from
the ground, or outside, is one hundred and forty-four
feet and a half; the circumference, measured with a
cord at the ground or lowest base, and over the plat-
form, so as to give a great excess, seven hundred and
seventy-seven feet.

Northward the ruins are traceable and aligned
with the west face of the platform for about two hun-
dred yards ; they then turn east irregularly, and are
obliterated or confused by the plough. Eastward
the inequalities of the ground show ruins. el
Seikh, a mount on the ravine at some distance from
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the platform, on which stands the pyramid, may like-
wise be a part of the city. South beyond the plat-
form are no traces; they may have been obliterated
by the Seikh Dereh. North of the platform a smaller
ravine, called Karadash Dereh, makes its way
through the ruins to join the Seikh Dereh before it
reaches the Tigris. + All the country about is under
complete cultivation, and the hills on the opposite
side are also interspersed with villages; but there
are many mounds and ruins seen amongst them.

We returned to where our kelleks awaited us,' in
S. 55 W, after thirty-five minutes’ moderate walking.
We found them in a long reach north and south;
and at a quarter past twelve we got under way,
and soon after came to another artificial impediment
in the river, called a zikr, or dyke. We crossed it
near its west end without difficulty, but with some
dancing of the kellek, as the water boiled consider-
ably, It is either not so high or has been more
ruined than the Zikr ul Aawaze.

About two o'clock we were obliged to tie up the
kellek, at the village of Shemoota, on the left bank,
on account of the strong southerly squalls. From
hence Keshaf, at the mouth of the Zab, was in sight,
looking as considerable as the Mount of Arbela; and
a little inland from Shemoota was a tepeh, or mount,
called Tel Sitteihh.

A few minutes after four we left Shemoota, and



‘184 KESHAF. [cn. xviL

proceeded on our way, the river becoming much
broader, and diversified with islands. Tel Sitteihh,
and several other artificial mounts, were in sight;
and soon after we came to sulphur-springs in the
cliffs on the right bank, which are of sandstone, and
very much broken.

At a quarter past five we reached, on the left bank
of the Tigris, the first mouth of the Zab, of which
there are two, separated by a pebbly island. The
clear blue waters of the Zab boil up and repulse the
muddy stream of the Tigris.

We tied up our frail bark again at twenty-five
minutes past five, just below the second mouth of the
Zab, on the pebbly bank. Keshaf, at a mile and a
half N. 45 E. of us, is a long flat artificial mount, with
another lower one beside it. The natives of Mousul
say its ancient name was Kharisa ; they do not seem
to be aware of Haditha®. I was anxious to ascend
this mount, in order to obtain a sight of the sur-
rounding country and the course of the Zab, but
the weather would not permit. The night too was
very threatening ; however, I was determined not to
move thence till I had had an observation of latitude
to fix indisputably this interesting point.

‘March 5.—The night was very dismal, with
thunderstorms and squalls of rain.. The path to
Keshaf leads through deep soft mud, so that we have

* Probably the saime word.
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no hopes of getting there. Between ten and eleven
the weather began to clear up, sufficiently for me to
get an observation for the time; and at noon I was
fortunate enough to get a great many circum-meridian
altitudes, all unexceptionable. Just at that time
some smoke ascended from the ruins of Kyara,
which enabled me to set it in S. 15 W.; it is said
to be five hours inland by the.river.

About noon we got under way. Passing be-
tween an island and the left bank, which was high,
I observed a bed of concretion near fifteen feet thick,
resting on a basis of sandstone, in some places just
visible above the water. On the right bank the hills
were seen gradually terminating at a point called
Murshek, the burial-place of the ancestor of the
Albu Selman Arabs, marked by a rude monument.

About one we came to ruins on both sides of us,
the Karatchuk hills being visible in all their length,
about eight or nine miles off. The country was
hence very open to the village of Sultan Abdulla,
where the river becomes very broad. Soon after
leaving Sultan Abdulla, the river seemed as if it had
once run more easterly, from the high and dry banks
which were visible, taking that direction.

We passed at half past three Mekook, an artificial
mount, with some mounds round it, seemingly like
Nimrod, but of less dimensions. The country here
was open, verdant, and level.

After crossing the Minshar, a rapid or hreaker
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across the river, we stopped at a quarter to four for
the night, on the right bank two miles from Kyara,
where are naphtha-springs, from which we saw a
black smoke ascending. Before us was a fine, open,
verdant country, with some broken hills in the dis-
tance, and the Hamreen in the back ground. A
little building was .visible on the hills, coming from
the north-west to the south-east, bearing S. 62 W.,
and distant about six miles. We paseced a large
encampment of Albu Selman Arabs, and of villagers
from Karakoosh, Tel Agoob, and Selamia, who had
come here for their cattle to graze.

The left bank of the river was something like the
country above Mousul, though not quite so much
furrowed, except towards the water ; the high country
or now dry bank, sweeping more east than the pre-
sent channel, from the top of the reach, and return-
ing to it at the end, about half a mile lower down
than our station. The surface of the country was
pretty level and open.

At night we had squally weather and much light-
ning to the east. There was a heavy storm over
Karatchuk. The river is evidently rising.

March 6.— We got under way at twenty-five

" minutes past five in the morning, in order to make a
good day’s work, but as I had had a bad night, I did
not rise until near half past eight. The river was
broad, and the country all around beautifully verdant,
very open, and here and there fringed with brush-
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wood. Tel Geloos, a tepeh or mount, was just
behind us on the left bank. We soon after came to
an encampment of Tai Arabs, of the Shemamik or
Diab division, who were come out to pasture with
the Sheikh of Shemamik, Ali’l- Hassan, whose large
encampment was stretched along the left bank of the
river. Our navigation to-day was in some parts
very confused and intricate, from the quantity of
islands and passages. We stopped for an hour to
breakfast on the left bank, which continued the same
fine, verdant, level, open country I noticed before,
and was covered with a profusion of daisies and wild
flowers.
. About noon we came to a boiling current and
whirlpool, called Khabata, formed by large stones
beneath ; perhaps it may be building, though the
_ natives say it is not. Just before reaching the whirl-
pool we passed on the left bank three mounts, called
Tulool Agger, near which was an encampment of
Arabs of the Albu Hossein and Abu Doulatribes, who
are always here. Near their tents was a little jungle.
The river was so very rapid that we were unable
to land at Toprak Kalaa, where we arrived at a
quarter after twelve. It is a mount of earth sur-
rounded at the foot by a ruined wall, the whole
_ elevated on a platform of ruins.

Heaps of rubbish were scattered about, in which



138 . RUINS OF TOPRAK KALAA. [CH. XVIIIL

might be seen lines of stone-masonry with lime
cement ; on the surface, fragments of building, and
large square bricks. We observed one piece of stone
carved like the fragment of a statue, or fine orna-
ment, which we saw distinctly through our glasses,
as we were close to the shore, but could net land, as
I have said above, owing to the violence of the
current and the eddies, formed, I believe, by the
fragments of building in the water. The men of
the kelleks absolutely refused to make the attempt.
These ruins are well worth investigation. They form
" a mass of about twenty feet high, extending north
and south along the west bank of the river for nearly
two miles, and apparently very far in. The dis-
tance from Mousul by land is said to be twenty-
two hours. The Hamreen hills are close behind,
with several caves, looking like Dakhmehs, or ancient
places for exposing the dead, on the summits. These
ruins of Toprak Kalaa appear to be most perfect;
and from their desolate and out-of-the-way situation,
they seem only to have suffered by natural decay,
and never to have been disturbed by the hard of
man. The Turks call the place Toprak Kalaa; the
Arabs, Kalaat ul Shirgath; which mean the same
thing—the castle of earth. They all say it was
ruined long before the time of Islam. o

Here is the southern boundary of the territory of
Mousul, on the west side of the Tigris ; its boundary
on the east side is the great Zab.
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We came to the termination of the ruins at half
past twelve, opposite to which was a large encamp-
ment of Tai Arabs, pitched in an open country as
green as an emerald. Not long after we passed the
Hamreen hills close on the right bank, which formed
an eddy called Khanuza, much dreaded by the kel-
leks when the river is high, and the current rapid.
The cliffs were battered and broken down by the
force of the water at the Khanuza. About half past
two we glided by a curious lump of concretion in
the river called Nemba, said to be covered with .ants,
whence its name. A few minutes after we came to
a very bad rapid, formed by masses .of concretion,
called Ferraj; and a little after I observed on our
right a long low tepeh or mount, on which was the
tomb of an Arab Sheikh., At half past three was
another rapid named Treisha, and on the right bank
ruins called Muk’hol Kalaa, standing on a per-
pendicular cliff formed of bare strata of rock, the
foot of which is washed by the river, which brings
down large pieces of it. The principal building is
one long room with loop-holes to the river, the roof
- of which is gone; the left side is buttressed, or sup-
ported on a mass of building, in which was a kind
of window that seems to show that there are subter-
ranean chambers in it. Through openings in these
hills, the Hamreen hills are seen close behind ; the
front ones, which I before mistook for the Hamreen,
being only a branch or screen called the Muk’hol, or
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Khanuza mountain, which is like the principal trunk
of the Hamreen in every respect, except that it ser-
pentines more, the Hamreen being pretty straight
in its course.

I observed here a very curious bank which had
been cut down by the river, and in which were very
plainly defined, first a horizontal layer of pure soil
above four feet thick ; secondly, a bed of concretion
about eight feet; and under all, inclined strata of
sandstone, about ten or twelve feet to the water’s
edge.

-We tied up for the night, at about half past four
in the afternoon, on the right bank, and just opposite
the mouth of the little Zab; on the banks of which
was a large encampment of Alabeid Arabs, under
their chief, Hassan Ali. Near us was a little jungle
of brushwood, the grass around which was enamelled
with wild flowers.

The west bank of the Zab was formed by hills, on
which were the tombs of some Arab Sheikhs, and
these are the same hills which for the last twenty
minutes had formed the left bank of the Tigris."" On
the east bank of the Zab the country is quite flat -
and open. ,

March 7.—We got under way at about half
past five in the morning, the wind blowing hard from
the south, At six we came to a rapid and whirlpool
much dreaded by the kelleks, called Kelab, or the
nook ; and a few minutes after, we reached the termi-

> y Y
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nation of the Khanuza hills on the right bank. The
interval between them and the Hamreen is filled with
a confusion of mounts, and débris, seemingly tossed
about in a most fanciful and unsightly manner. At
seven we passed a place called Musahhaj, or the
crumbled, and from hence the tops of several of the
mounts above mentioned wore the appearance as if
they were crowned with ruins. Through the glass
I could only descry indurated earth, and crumbling
sandstone. The people say it is a kalaa, or castle,
but none of them have ever been ashore here. The
remains, whether of nature or of art, cover many
separate mounts, and form the ridge or back-bone of
many sharp ones, where nothing but a single wall
ever could have been. There is in no part of the
hills space for houses or habitations, and the pre-
tended remains are solid.

Proceeding on our way, we soon came to Tel
Hamlia, a small mount on the left bank, and Kalaat
ul Jebbar, or the tyrant’s castle, on the right bank
of the river, a ruin a little way up the Hamreen,
consisting of some round towers, connected by plain
walls. Many vestiges of others were discernible,
extending nearly up to the top of the mountain.
These were merely inclosure walls, as of a city,
though the area was steep. .

We stopped for breakfast at about half past eight
under the Hamreen hills, on the right bank, near
one hour below Jebbar, at which place it was impos-
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sible to bring the kellek to. Had I been as near
Toprak Kalaa, I would gladly have walked to see
it; these‘ruins, however, did not excite my curiosity
sufficiently to induce me to go so far to see them.
From their appearance they may have been Maho-
metan. The ground where we stopped, and all
around, was beautifully green, and enamelled with
wild flowers. Near us were encamped some Arabs
of a petty tribe} called Albu Is’hhak ;(also on both
sides of the river some Alabied Arabs. They
brought us immense quantities of truffles for sale. \

We got under way again at about half past ten,
$but were soon obliged, on account of the violence of
the wind, to bring to at a small island, opposite
which, on the left bank, were some strange unsightly
hills and mounts, worn into every shape. We got
off again at half past one, and in half an hour
reached Tel Dhahab on the left bank, called by
Thevenot, Altun Daghi; a hill higher than the
before-mentioned heaps which surround it. About
half has been carried away by the river, the action
of which has here exposed the natural line of earth
and horizontal strata of sandstone.

At a little after two passed Breij a Bad, a rock,
and rapid, at a turn in the river close to the left
bank, on a hill near which was an Arab tomb; and
at half past two we came to El Fatt’hha, the pass
through the Hamreen hills. The river runs through
in 8, 30 E,, and is about one hundred and fifty
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yards wide. In the pass on the left bank, among
débris of the Hamreen -hills, are naphtha springs
and nitre, We soon after passed a place where the
river forms many islands, and in the beginning of
autumn is fordable. The Diyabat horsemen from
Sinjar cross here to go and rob in the Kerkook
hills, and they follow the Hamreen down from
Sinjar.

The river continued broad, the current very strong,

and there were many islands. On the left bank were
low hills, among the rest one called Leg-Leg, much
furrowed by an abrupt turn in the river; and on the
right the country was pretty open, but not so much
so as to appear alluvial. Albu Hammed Arabs
were encamped along the shore.
. About six we brought to for the night at an
island. All the islands hereabouts were cultivated with
Indian corn, &ec. by the Albu Hammed Arabs. The
country on each side was very like that above Mousul.
The Hamreen was visible to a great extent.

Not very long before we tied up, we saw, on the
right bank, a place called Khan Khernina, bearing
8. 60 W. Two considerable mounts were distin-
guishable, and under them large ruins: some arches
were visible through our glasses. It seemed a very
curious place. Just south begins a low range of
hills or rather elevated strip of country, with a flat
surface, called Jebel Khernina, which runs to
Tekreet,
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March 8.—We _were, gﬂ‘ in, the morning af.a
(luarter ;o six, but our going was very slow,on. ac-
count of a very vmlent south- (;asterly wind. .. When
I began to obserye, at _half past:-seven Fatt Mm Jore
N. 10 W ,,our cpurse Wwas south. [,

Wp pqqsed abaut eight o’clock some water-wheels
and cultipation on the iglands and Jeft bank, .be-
longing to the Jowaree Arabs. Our going . conti-
nued extremely slow apd difficult, and a little before
teq we were obhged to .stop, ,or. xather were. driven
agamst the left ,bank, where we remained till a
quarter afteg four L

On the Khermna hlllS was v1s;ble the tomb of
Tchel eem Abu Khalkhalan, ason of Imaym Mousa.*
Several othen smalle1 tombs are about it.,

Water-wheels belongm,g to a httle tribe of Arabs,
called . Albu Mohammed and subject to Tekreet,
were in motion as we passed them soon after getting
under way again, _vyhi_qh we, did, in spite of ,the
south-east wind, which was very strong and greatly
lmpeded our progress. o .

The Hamleen hills were still in swht at ten
minutes to ﬁve, even thxough the mist raxsed by the

* The seventh of the twelve Imaums revered by the Shiahs,
He was born in the year of the Hejira 128, and was poisoned at
Bagdad by order, it is said, of Haroan al Rashid. He is buried
at the village of Kazemeen, on the right bank of the Tigris, three
miles to the north of Bagdad, and the Persians have built a hand-
some mosqueé over his remains, the cupolas of which are covered
with beaten gold.
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‘south wind, which, however, soon after fell, and
there was a dead calm, the sky fast covering in all
'round with very heavy clouds.

As we proceeded the river became much wider,
and in one place could not be less than a mile
broad. There were many herds on the banks
and islands belonging to the Albu Mohammed
Arabs.

At half past five we came to a place called Selwa,
or the Syren, in the Khernina cliffs; then round a
cape in these hills, which from the Selwa make
another bend in, and return again near Tekreet ; but
this is in fact only the country cut down by the
water, the river having evidently at one time passed
by them. From Selwa our course was south. The
river has decidedly begun to fall again, the late rise
having been only a temporary one caused by the
rain.

At ten minutes before six in the evening there
came a violent squall from the west, which drove us
on the east bank at some distance from the other
kelleks. Lauckily the bank was low and clear.
The squall lasted so long that it was not worth
while to get under way again after it was over.
The ruins of Tekreet began a little below us on the
high perpendicular cliffs.

March 9.—We got under way at half past five,
and at six tied up again on the bed of pebbles before
Tekreet.

Vor. II. L
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boat, which was a little way astern, to come up with
our breakfast. We were off again by eight, and at
eleven passed Jebeelo, a fine grove of trees on the
right bank.

At twenty minutes past one we were going S. 20
W. On the left was Habsia, a small winding canal
which goes to the river Hhud. Boats sometimes
pass through it. We passed an immense marsh
quite full of water on: the right, and‘soon after a
camp of Albu Mohammed Arabs on the left bank,
all of mat-huts, and many little canoes were laid up
before it :

At twenty minutes to two, going S.70 E., we
passed Mohammed Abul Hassan, a ziaret on the
right bank, with a long grove of poplar, willow,
pomegranate and date-trees.

At half past two we reached the Hhud, a branch
of the Tigris going off east to the Kerhha and to
Howieza. A boat may now go to the Kerhha in five
or six hours * through Al Hhud, which is very deep,
and as broad as the main stream of the Tigris. I
ascertained that the water runs from the Tigris into
it ; an important fact, as the Hhud has been supposed
by some to come into the Tigris. Hence the Tigris is
south. There was a wet marsh extending both the
sides of the river all the way to Koorna.

For the last hour or two we have just been drop~

* My pilot has himself gone through the Hhud into the
Kerhha.





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































