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Qubad Talabani
KRG representative to the U.S.

We look forward
tobeingofservice

TheKurdistan Regional Government
eagerly welcomes friends and visitors
toits U.S.liaison office,

As part of the KRG’s commitment to maintainand deepenits
relationship with the United States, the KRG liaison office provides
the most comprehensive perspective of the region, its people and
its position within Iraq.

Since opening, the liaison office has worked closely with the US.
administration, Congress, businessmen and women, students,
academic experts, the media, think-tank scholars,and many more,
to provide updates onthelatest developmentsin Iragi Kurdistan.
The service also offers guidance for those planning to visit or work
intheareaandinformation onrelations with the region.

Furthermore, the liaison office promotes Kurdish culturein
the United States andisan essential first stop for the hundreds

of thousands of IragiKurdistan-born citizens who now reside in
the United States, and for those with Kurdish roots. Our cultural
outreach program ensures that home villages and provinces are
rememberedand traditions celebrated. The programalso gives
our American friends ataste of Iragi Kurdistan’s multi-ethnicand
varied heritage, through cuisine, traditional costumes, music,
danceandsomuchmore.

Ourheadquarters, builtin 1910, is situatedin the historic center of
Washington, D.C, just blocks north of the White House. Our deter-
mination tobuild deep, positive and lasting mutualties between the
peoples of IragiKurdistanand the United Statesis testimony to the
profoundrespect the KRG hasforits friendsin the United States.
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OVERVIEW
OF DUTIES

We have set forthanumber of strategicand
educationalinitiativesand programs to ad-
dressthe most pressingneeds facingIrag
Kurdistan.Hereare justafew examples of
ourwork,our goalsand our priorities:

e As part of ongoinginitiatives to encour-
age directforeigninvestmenttothe
Kurdistan Region of Iraq we have launched
anannual publication, The Kurdistan
Region:Invest inthe Future. This bookis
an essential guide to the many investment
possibilities in the region.

e Weare continuingto developastrong
andimportant relationship with the
Congressional Kurdish-American Caucus,
which seeks to promote knowledge and
understanding of the Kurdish people,
andto give voice to the 55,000 Kurds
currently residinginthe United States.
Launchingthe Caucus was central to the
mission of the KRG liaison office,and the
service willensure that timelyand ac-
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Kurds in the Seattle area honor U.S. military in July 4 festivities

curate news,dataand factsare delivered
tothelawmakers who determine U.S.
involvementinthe Middle East, Iragand
Iragi Kurdistan.

e Eachyearthe KRG-U.S. Representation
organizes Kurdish delegation visits to the
United States. We also facilitate American
delegation visits to the Kurdistan Region,
as wellasacademic, religious and other
groups, to further strengthen relations.
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KRG-U.S. liaison staff at weekly
strategy meeting

Vice President Biden
greets Prime Minister
/ Barzani, and Falah
.-4%" Bakir, Head of the
KRG’s Department

, of Foreign Relations
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e Cultivatingeducational links isanother
key part of the mission,and includes de-
velopingand helping to launch coursesin
Kurdish studiesin U.S. colleges and univer-
sities,and by creating exchange programs
forstudentsandteachersbetweenUS.and
Kurdish facilities.

e Forthose from Iraqgi Kurdistan now
living in the United States, we provide
guidance withlegal queriesand helpin
pursuing educational opportunities.
We also evaluate school diplomas for
students, including Fulbright scholars
wishing to continue their studiesinthe
United States.

While much of ourwork s forward-
looking, we also ensure that we donot
forget our heritageand history. Eachyear,
we honorthoseslaininthe Anfal cam-
paign, witha ceremony in Washington and
coordinated ceremonies throughout the
United States.

KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT
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Thereareamultitude of paths to invest-
mentand prosperityinthe Kurdistan
Region of Irag. We are dedicated to
advancingthe commercial opportunities
andinterests of the broader U.S. business
community inourregion. The possibilities
of investmentin Iragi Kurdistan are endless.

Our liaison office isan indispensable
first stop for those wanting tolearn
aboutinvestment lawsand opportuni-
ties. We connectinterested businesses
with the appropriate agencies within
Iragi Kurdistan and provide guidance and
assistancein nurturing these new rela-
tionships. The Kurdistan Region: Invest in
the Future isanannual publication that
providesaquickand clear understanding
onthebestwaystoinvestinthe Kurdis-
tan Region, how to submit business plans
and who to contact.

Wealsoactively seek out and meet
potential investors or those looking to
expand ongoing operations. We work
closely with leading organizations, such
asthe U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which
sponsor trade missions to Iraqgi Kurdistan
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and created aKurdistan Region of Iraq
Investment Taskforce.

Wealso have strongties with the US.
Department of Commerce, whichsenta
delegationto IragiKurdistanas part of the
first official U.S. government trade mission
tolragin 20 years,andthe first official mis-
siontothe Kurdistan Region.

Iragi Kurdistan is poised to be the key
international trade link between the
United Statesand Europe and Iraq. It pro-
vides excellent investment opportunities,
which have been exemplified by the many
companies that have already learned
how profitableitis todobusinessinlrag’s
Kurdistan Region.

Fromtourismand manufacturing,
toagricultureandtransportation, Iraqi
Kurdistanis ready to welcome investors
toplayabiggerroleinitseconomicfuture,
which, inturn, willhelp to buoy economic
foundationand stability throughout Irag. It
isthe perfectlocationfor companiestoset
uparegional base fromwhichto generate
profitable work, developinfrastructure or
launch new businesses outright.

THE KURDISTAN REGION

INVEST IN THE
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The Kurdis._tan Region:
Invest in the Future

Prime Minister Barzani and Minister Bakir meet with the

U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Kurdistan Region of Iraq Investment Taskforce
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The KRG liaison office provides testimony,
educationand guidance onawide range of
issues,opportunitiesand challenges, while
workingto meet the KRG’s goals and priori-
tiesas part of Irag. One of the office’s key
prioritiesis to promote ongoing, multi-

level consultations onallaspects of relations
betweenthe Kurdistan Regionand U.S.gov-
ernmententities. Long-term relationships
are being nurtured with governmentand
non-governmental organizations,as wellas
with Washington, D.C.,and New York-based
representatives of other governments. The
KRG liaison office alsofocuses ontargeted
issues,suchaseffortsto revise the State
Department traveladvisoryforlrag,to
reflect the accurate situation onthe ground
inlrag’s Kurdistan Region.

POLITICAL
“LATIONSHIPS

One of its most crucial activitiesis toar-
range for delegations from IragiKurdistan
tovisit the United States and meet with
their counterparts.lnacomplementary
effort, the Washington office launched
and continues to coordinate “Leader-to-
Leader” visits toand from Iraqi Kurdistan.
These visits offer peers the chance to
exchange legislative and executive experi-
ences, foster closer ties between regions
sharingagricultural, culturaland business
activities,and to provide opportunities to
enhance democratic traditions.

The US. office helped to organize and
launch the congressional Kurdish-Amer-
ican Caucus, which seeks to promote
knowledge and understanding of the
Kurdish people,andto give avoice to

From left: President Barzani greets well-

wishers at areception in Washington, D.C.;
with Defense Secretary Robert Gates;
with former U.S. President George W. Bush

the many Kurds currently residingin the
United States.

The KRGis unitedin its determination
to build long-term relationships with
allsectors of the US.government. We
welcome visits to our region by members
of Congress, stateand local officials and
military and civilianadministrators. The
KRG championsafree press,humanrights,
economic opportunity and democratic
ideals. We are motivated inlarge part by
the example that the US. governmentand
Americans working in our region have
shown through leadership, perseverance
andvision. We work to be equal partners
with our friendsandallies.

CULTURALHERITAGE

The melody of the Oudis becoming
familiarto more Americansthankstothe
culturaloutreach program spearheaded
by the KRGliaison office. Itisjust one of the
many ways that dance, folklore and cuisine
fromIragiKurdistan have been sampled
and enjoyed at culturalfestivals through-
outthe United Statesand Canada. Even
Hollywood now consults with the KRG’s
Washington D.C.liaison officeinits bid to
find newand exciting locations for filming,

Ahighlight of Iragi Kurdistan’s cultural
calendaris the annual festival of Nawroz,
which celebrates the first days of spring
and the start of our New Year. The Nawroz
festival symbolizes the enduringhope and
optimism of the people of Iragi Kurdistan.
Inthe United States, neighborhoods joinin
celebrations where traditional dress, food
and music transportall back to the Kurdis-
tanRegion of Irag. The festivalisinclusive
andallinthe community are welcomed,

throughout neighborhoods, states and
adopted nations.

The people of Iragi Kurdistan possess
arich heritage that cannot be measured
inmonetary or political
currency.ltisahistoric
culture of universal
appealand traditional
values. We are enthusi-
asticinsharingits magic
withall.
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Our Washington home also serves as
aresource center forallthose from
Iraqgi Kurdistan and their families who
live across the United States. When
issuesand concerns are presented, we
work with groups andindividuals to
ensure that theirvoices are heard, their
thoughts consideredand their requests
acted upon.

-ACH

From rallies to community focus
groups inareas such as Nashville, San
Diego and Dallas, our outreach and
community effortsare akey element of
our day-to-day work. We organize our

Ouroutreach also aims to build good
relationships with non-governmental
organizations that,in turn, build closer
contact betweenthe peoples of Iraqi
Kurdistanand America.

communities through direct meetings
and events, support cultural initiatives
and language schools,andinvolve youth
groupsinawide variety of activities.
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Cities with sizeable Kurdish populations

1 SEATTLE 11 MEMPHIS

2 PORTLAND 12 NASHVILLE

3 SANFRANCISO 13 ATLANTA

4 LOS ANGELES 14 SIOUX FALLS
5 SANDIEGO 15 LINCOLN

6 PHOENIX 16 FARGO

7  DALLAS 17 FOND DU LAC
8 HOUSTON 18 CHICAGO

9  SALTLAKECITY 19 COLUMBUS
10 DENVER 20 DETROIT
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President Barzani at a community meeting in Virginia




ABOUT IRAQIKURDISTAN

amal

IRAQI

Boundaries

L. -J International

I:I Governorate

- Disputed territories

Sub-district

Population

Total population: 3.8 million
Erbilregion: 1,385,227
Sulaimania: 1,538,402
Dohuk: 879,694

Area
80,000 square kilometers, 30,888 square
miles (about the size of South Carolina)

Capital
Erbil/Arbil/Irbil (also known as Hawler)

International airports
Erbiland Sulaimania

KURDISTAN

20 40

Kilometers

Currency
Iragi Dinar (IQD)

Official languages

Kurdish (Soraniand Kurmaniji dialects) and
Arabic,as wellas Turkman and Assyrianin
some areas

Government
Parliamentary democracy

Calling the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
International dialling code: +964
Timezone:UTC+3

(summerDTS-UST +4)

Attractions

Erbil Citadel and Minaret, Khanes Heri-
tage, Shanidar cave, Bekhal waterfalls,an
irrigation system from 700 B.C, the
remains of Neanderthal man, Textile Mu-
seum, Lalish Temple, Chewar Stoon Cave,
the Church of Ith llaha, the Grand Mosque,
the Charsten sculpture, the Museum of
Dohuk, the Cemetery of Amadiya Princes
andthe Amadiya Gate, Dokan lake and Red
Security Museum.

Beautiful olive and brown mountains
with golden grasses flecked with lilac flow-
ersunder cornflower-blue skies. Snowy
peaks, gushing white water, with fresh white
mulberries growinginabundance.

KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT



153216th Street N.W.

Washington D.C.20036 US.

Telephone: +1.202.797.7575
Email:us@krgorg
www.krg.org
www.knowkurdistan.com
www.theotherirag.com
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