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@@
@ @ @pbï¥@
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    Partners: John Whitehead & Boon Low 
 Dr. Hussein Bdawi  
Lawyer and Member of the International Bar Association  
Second Floor, 244 Edgware Road, London W2 1DS 
Tel: 020 7723 3909. Fax: 020 7723 7637. Mob: 079 5717 9768 
E-mail: Hussein@whiteheadandlow.com   Web: www.whiteheadandlow.com 

Your Ref:                                   Our Ref               
Date: 2nd February 2006 

 
Mr. Mark Ellis 
Executive Director of 
International bar Association 
10th Floor, 1 Stephen Street, 
LondonW1T 1AT 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ellis, 
 
I would like to thank you very much for your valuable time that you so kindly 
extended to me during our meeting at your office on Monday the 30th of 
January 2006, and to confirm to you that my trip to Kurdistan will be in the 
middle of March and I would be delighted to meet any request you might 
require before that. 
 
However, I was pleased to learn that you have interest in following the 
political development in Iraq and particularly in the region of Kurdistan as I 
had the chance to read the articles in the National Geographic magazine, 
that you handed to me about the Kurds and more interestingly about the city 
of Kirkuk.  You asked for my opinion on these articles, which are as follows: 
 
A) The Kurds wish to be independent or not. 
B) Kirkuk as an important oil producing city in the world belongs ethnically 
and geographically to the Kurds. 
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A: Throughout history, the Kurds were always one nation. They have their 
own customs, religion and language like any other nation in the world, but 
unfortunately, they became victims of some big countries in the region, such 
as Britain, France, Russia and Turkey, this is why they are divided between 
Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Azerbaijan. 
These big countries had let them down when they cancelled Sever 
agreement, signed in 1920 and agreed for the Kurds to have the right to be 
together in one country. Therefore, it is obvious and natural to bring their own 
demand again equally like any other nation in the world. I am asking why 
not, as I believe the time has come for all the big countries and especially 
the members of the Security Council to help them and give them the chance 
to show their ability in helping world peace as they are doing nowadays in 
Iraq. 

 
B: Kirkuk: 
 
(1)The entire encyclopaedia around the world holds evidence of thousands 
of years of history that Kirkuk was historically predominately a Kurdish city 
with a large population of Turcoman, brought in by the Ottoman Empire and 
smaller populations of Arabs and Assyrian and Chaldean Christians. 
But since the failed uprising in 1991, the Iraqi government forcibly expelled 
over 120,000 Kurds. The abnormal situation involved forcing Kurds out of the 
city and bringing in Arab settlers (Arabization, as the Saddam Hussein 
regime called it). The Baath regime instituted these policies to alter the 
demographic reality of the area to deny the Kurds and claim the oil - rich city 
to ensure Arab Baath control of the strategically crucial area. 
 
(2)For decades, Saddam Hussein sought to remake much of Kirkuk and Iraqi  
Kurdistan in his own image in an attempt to stamp out Kurdish culture, 
Saddam's regime flattened Kirkuk's oil city, banned the Kurdish language, 
and offered Arabs from southern Iraq financial incentitives to move north to 
the region, displacing thousands of Kurds. 
As many as 5,000 Kurdish villages were destroyed and more than 100,000  
Kurds were slaughtered. Some of them were gunned down in the street, 
others  
Tossed from the roof of Saddam's Kirkuk hospital, their bodies left to decay 
by the side of the road. Human bones and other evidence of these atrocities 
surface daily. 
 
(3)Now that Saddam Hussein has been unquestionably deposed, thousands 
of punished Kurds have returned to reclaim their homes, yet, sorting out the 
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many new property disputes that arise might prove difficult, because looters 
have torched most property records. 
 
(4)The only answer of sorting out this mess, as a result of Arabization 
attempts on Kirkuk by all Iraqi governments since King Faisel is: For Arab 
settlers to leave the city and go back to where they came from and hand over 
the property to the Kurds, who are the lawful owners and are living in camps 
around Kirkuk these days. 
In my opinion, the American and the British should handle this way of  
Settlement themselves, as the Iraqi government failed to implement point 58 
of the Iraqi law issued in 2003 after the liberation of Iraq and especially as 
this law was supported by the American at the time. 
 
For all these facts, Kirkuk is a Kurdistanian City and is within the future of the 
Federal State of Kurdistan. 
Mr. Ellis, I am very sorry that this letter has taken so much of your time, but I 
can assure you that this is only a small part of the big truth behind the Kurds 
history. 
 
With best regards 
Yours sincerely 
 
Dr. H. Bdawi 
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 اتهوالسلام عليكم ورحمة االله وبرك

    معد الكتاب    
 حسين بديوي.د 
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